
Center For Study 
of Public Choice

Annual Report 2013



2

The passing of James Buchanan last year reminded us that inevitably 

the age of the founders is fading. As I look around at the state of public 

choice today, however, I think there is much for which we can be both 

pleased and proud. When the founders began to write, the benevolent 

dictator assumption and the associated apparatus of the social welfare 

function(ary) were standard. Today those approaches are regarded by 

virtually everyone as incomplete at best and misleading at worst.

The American public has always been less romantic about politics than 

the elite and today we see that reflected in popular culture. The public, 

of course, doesn’t trace out the logic of incentives and institutions that 

drive politics but today the public has a healthy skepticism (sometimes 

I think perhaps even too much skepticism!) about politics. We have 

come a long way from the hero of Mr. Smith Goes to Washington to the 

anti-hero of Francis J. “Frank” Underwood, the power-hungry rising 

politician played magnificently by Kevin Spacey in Netflix’s House of 

Cards who tells us “The road to power is paved with hypocrisy — and 

casualties.”

Public choice is no longer an esoteric doctrine promulgated by a monastic order in the Blacksburg 

mountains but can now be found (albeit in diluted form!) at Harvard, Chicago, Yale, and beyond. The journal 

Public Choice, started as Papers in Non Market Decision Making, by Gordon Tullock in 1966 with his own 

funds, is now a high impact-factor journal in both economics and political science. Public Choice today 

receives nearly 600 manuscripts a year and not just from the United States but also Western Europe and an 

increasing number of submissions come from Asia, South America, Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and 

Africa.

The 50th anniversary conference of the Public Choice Society drew a strong presence last year in New 

Orleans and this year’s conference, March 6-9 in Charleston, SC, promises to be even larger, with well over 

300 papers and 270 scholars on the program. This year’s plenary speakers are Dani Rodrik, Sam Peltzman, 

James Gwartney, and Chris Coyne. The Society’s 2015 conference will be March 12-15 in San Antonio. (See 

the new website, www.publicchoicesociety.org, for more on the society!).

Closer to home I am very proud of the work being done by Center scholars to promote, deepen, and extend 

public choice. In the past several years, the annual report has spotlighted work by Bryan Caplan, Thomas 

Stratmann, and Tyler Cowen; this year we spotlight Noel Johnson and Mark Koyama, two young Center 

scholars who are pushing public choice insights into economic history.

Thus, as I look around I can say with pride that the state of public choice is strong. 

From the Director

Alex Tabarrok

Tabarrok@gmu.edu

Twitter: @ATabarrok

Tel. 703-993-2314

The cover image is by our

own Mark Koyama whose

other work is featured in this

year’s Spotlight!
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Spotlight On Noel Johnson and Mark Koyama

Q. Mark and Noel, on the surface your paper Taxes, 

Lawyers, and the Decline of Witchcraft Trials in France 

(forthcoming in The Journal of Law and Economics) 

appears to be about witch trials, a rather esoteric 

topic. Tell us where the idea to study witches came 

from and what the basic finding of this paper is.

A:  Between 1550 and 1700 over 2,000 individuals in 

France were tried (and often tortured and executed) as 

witches.  Aside from the obvious human tragedy, the

interesting thing about these witchcraft trials is that they were usually against the law!  According to 

Roman Canon Law, torture could only be applied under very restrictive circumstances.  In the case of 

witchcraft, there had to be at least some evidence that either black magic or devil worship was present.  

Since these crimes were exceedingly difficult to prosecute due to an absence of hard evidence, many 

jurists at the time argued that official laws should be “bent” so that the threat to society posed by the 

“hundreds of thousands” of witches running around the countryside could be stopped (the parallels with 

present-day attempts to bend the law to allow for the capture of terrorists are difficult to miss).

Noel Johnson Mark Koyama

Q. As we delve below the surface, it appears this paper isn't really about witches at all is it? What do 

witches say about the rise of the state?

A: In this debate over whether to bend the rules or adhere to a strict interpretation of the law, the 

absolute monarchy came down on the side of rule of law. Using disaggregated data on tax revenues as 

a proxy for the presence of the state across French regions we in fact show that as fiscal capacity 

increased within a region, witch trials decreased. The king or his court weren’t necessarily ideologically 

inclined towards tolerance, but they were striving to substitute the institutions of the state for those of 

the provinces--and that meant Roman Canon Law as interpreted by Parisian judges, not some local 

judge.  Furthermore, the interpretation of the lawyers of the state tended to be more conservative than 

local judges because they were more willing and able to internalize the costly externalities associated 

with the trials.  Witchcraft accusations often spread like a wildfire through a region as popular fear of 

witches in one area was fed by trials in a neighboring jurisdiction.  The state repeatedly played a key 

role in stopping these witch hunts from spreading, by reigning in the enthusiasm of local magistrates.  

Q. Legal centralization and religious toleration are correlated in history. Why is this?

A:  Toleration of different beliefs is a vital component of modern liberal society.  Common explanations for 

the rise of toleration in the west usually focus on enlightenment or the ideas of certain key intellectuals 

like Locke or Voltaire.  While we believe the history of ideas is important, we’ve noticed in our study of 

the persecution of witches, heretics, and Jews that toleration often originated with the self-interested 

behavior of individual rulers and politicians rather than with enlightenment philosophy.  In the case of 

Protestants in France (the Huguenots), for example, the state began by trying to kill as many of them as 

possible.  However, within a few years, there was a general acknowledgement among the court that 

this strategy was simply too expensive, and as a result, Protestant belief was decriminalized.  Over and
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over again, we’ve observed cases where enforcing a strict interpretation of religious belief over 

heterogeneous populations became inconsistent with the other goals of the state--namely collecting 

taxes and maintaining the legitimacy of its legal institutions.  Of course, this doesn't mean that ideas 

aren’t important; it simply means that state building and ideas about toleration reinforced each other in 

certain parts of Western Europe during the early-modern period.

Q. What does this process tell us about the prospects for Iraq and Syria today, particularly the prospects 

for religious minorities.

A:  The short-term prospects for minorities in weak states are troubling.  To see why, it is useful to 

distinguish between intolerance towards minorities and the actual persecution of those minorities.  In 

weak states, like Iraq and Syria today, it is possible for minorities to exist, as they have for thousands of 

years, without being persecuted on a constant basis.  They simply live in different areas, and under 

different laws, than the majority.  However, in such a situation these groups are also not really tolerated 

in any meaningful sense.  Their separation ensures a lack of persecution, but it also inhibits many of the 

benefits of full toleration--like inter-group trade, political participation, and the free exchange of ideas.  

This separation is possible within weak states, but by their nature, high capacity states are forced to 

deal with minority beliefs rather than let them exist in separate legal and fiscal spheres.  This cuts both 

ways.  One way a strong state can handle minorities is by choosing to abandon the attempt to enforce 

rules that inhibit belief.  This is one of the origins of meaningful toleration (in the sense discussed 

above) that we identify in our research.  However, as we are all aware, the dark side of this equation is 

that strong states are sometimes both willing and able to eliminate their minorities.  The history of the 

nineteenth and twentieth centuries is littered with examples of genocide perpetrated by strong states.

Q. Finally, can you say a few words about how public choice has influenced your perspective in history and 

when can we expect your new book?

A:  James Buchanan coined the term “politics without romance” and we follow in the tradition of 

Buchanan and Tullock in developing a public choice approach to politics and history.  This involves using 

economic theory to understand political decision making and imposing the assumption of behavioral 

symmetry, that is, treating both rulers and private individuals as self-interested actors.  Rather than 

trying to ascertain how or when individuals’ beliefs or preferences changed, we use this rational choice 

framework to focus on how the shadow prices rulers faced to persecute or tolerate certain minorities 

shifted over time. We think this framework yields new insight into the historical emergence of religious 

toleration in Western Europe and to the conditions required to sustain a liberal society today.

We're currently building on this research in our book project titled, “Toleration and State Power in 

Western Europe, 1000-1800” Our goal is to explain, in an easily accessible manner, how the modern 

notion of tolerance became ingrained in the norms and formal institutions of several European 

countries by the end of the Early-Modern period.  We expect to have a finished draft by Summer 2015.  

We look forward to circulating chapters by the end of this summer.
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Buchanan Celebration

The Center for Study of Public Choice in 

cooperation with the Department of 

Economics and the Law and Economics 

Center at George Mason University was 

pleased to host a two day event, 

September 28-29, 2013, to celebrate the 

life and work of James M. Buchanan.

On the first day of the event, scholars from 

all over the world discussed Buchanan’s 

contributions to political economy. Talks 

by Roger Congleton, Robert Cooter, Daniel 

Houser, Charles Plott, Todd Sandler and 

many others examined Buchanan’s 

contributions to public choice, public 

finance, constitutional economics, and 

political philosophy. The March 2014 

James M. Buchanan

A Celebration of Scholarship

issue of Constitutional Political Economy, will feature many of these papers.

On the second day, many of Jim’s friends, students and colleagues gathered to remember Jim Buchanan the 

man and his influence on their lives. Among many notable talks were Roger Congleton on Buchanan as teacher, 

co-author and the most valuable colleague for discussing ideas. Alex Tabarrok discussed “James Buchanan as 

Intellectual Entrepreneur,” and Charles Goetz recounted how the Black Panthers brought Buchanan to 

Blacksburg. Geoffrey Brennan closed the event with a poignant and moving rendition of his own composition, 

Bye Bye Blacksburg.

A Celebration of Scholarship 2013

Charlie Plott speaking for many of us in the field of 

Public Choice
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For more than four decades, Betty was the heart of the Center family. Indeed, more than anyone else it was 

Betty with her warmth and grace that made Center faculty, visitors, and students feel like they were part of a 

family. I know that she will always be remembered and appreciated. 

--Alex Tabarrok, Center Director

Betty Hall Tillman worked for economist James Buchanan for 46 years. He hired her in July 1961 to work at 

the Thomas Jefferson Center for Political Economy at the University of Virginia (UVA) in Charlottesville, VA. 

They later moved the Center to Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, VA. In 1983, they then moved the Center to GMU. 

Betty did not retire until 2007 at the age of 80.

She loved the people she had met from all over the world during the years she was here--the Center never 

felt like a job to her. 

Known as the “First Lady of Public Choice,” or “Momma Betty,” she enjoyed making the Center a family 

atmosphere and was an inspiration to everyone who met her. She will be greatly missed. 

Betty Tillman 

March 19, 1927 - October 2, 2013 
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The Public Choice Outreach Conference 2013

The annual Public Choice Outreach conference was again an immense success. We had 40 students, our 

largest group in three years, from 28 states and 7 countries, including from as far away as China. About one 

third of the participants were economics majors and candidates; political science was the next largest 

discipline. we also had students from law, sociology and other fields. We even had a self-described “grass 

roots activist” looking to study how political decisions were made, a high school social studies teacher 

looking for a different angle to engage students, and one participant from Germany who is a student, but 

also serves as deputy mayor of his city! It was a great group.

As usual we also had a superb group of 

teachers including Don Boudreaux, 

Peter Boettke, Todd Zywicki and many 

others. We were especially pleased this 

year to hear from Susan Dudley, 

currently the Director of the Regulatory 

Studies Center at George Washington 

University Professor Dudley headed the 

Office of Information & Regulatory 

Affairs, OIRA, under the Bush 

Administration and has also worked at 

the CFTC, the EPA, and the Dept. of 

Justice. Professor Dudley was able to 

give the students a fascinating insider’s 

account of how she saw public choice 

principles at work on a daily basis.

Alex Tabarrok, Garett Jones, Robin Hanson, and just some of the students 

from the 2013 Outreach Conference

Name Topic

Don Boudreaux An Introduction to Public Choice

Alex Tabarrok The Theory of Voting or What is Democracy Good For?

Thomas Stratmann Experimental Public Choice

Alex Tabarrok Federalism

Susan Dudley Public Choice in Action - Federal Regulation

Peter Boettke Public Choice and the Institutional Analysis of Development: The Bloomington 

School Contribution  

Todd Zywicki Public Choice and the Law 

Garett Jones Public Choice and Macroeconomics 

Robin Hanson A New Theory of Government: Futarchy
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Don Boudreaux continued to lecture and write with frequency during 2013, 

contributing a column twice a month for the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review. He also 

continued to write for Café Hayek, his blog with Dr. Russell Roberts, which can be 

found at www.cafehayek.com. Dr. Boudreaux’s work also appeared in such 

publications as Forbes, Barron’s, and the Wall Street Journal.  

Don Boudreaux

Bryan Caplan

Bryan Caplan had another productive year. His “Systematically Biased Beliefs 

About Political Influence,” co-authored with Eric Crampton, Wayne Grove, and 

Ilya Somin, was accepted by PS: Political Science and Politics. PS is political 

science’s answer to the Journal of Economic Perspectives – the top journal for 

clearly written articles about important real-world topics.   This piece argues that 

voter bias runs deeper than most social scientists realize.  Voters don’t merely 

have systematically mistaken beliefs about the effects of policies; they also have 

systematically mistaken beliefs about who to blame for what.  As a result, voters 

lack the knowledge to simply “vote for good results.”  

Caplan continues to blog for EconLog, one of the world’s most popular economics blogs.  In late 2013, he and 

his co-author, GMU Ph.D. student Zachary Gochenour, published “An Entrepreneurial Critique of Georgism” in 

the Review of Austrian Economics.

Caplan’s primary project, however, is his book in progress, The Case Against Education. This multi-year project 

argues that the neglected signaling model of education explains most of what goes on in classrooms around 

the world.  Contrary to popular and academic belief, the “return to education” largely reflects rent-seeking 

rather than genuine creation of human capital.  Dr. Caplan’s book argues that government support for 

education largely rests not on interest-group politics, but bad economics.  The Case Against Education’s latest 

chapter pays special attention to two key pieces of evidence in favor of the signaling model: the “sheepskin 

effect” – the extraordinary payoff of degree completion – and “malemployment” – workers’ growing tendency 

to possess more education than their jobs actually use.

Finally, on October 30, Caplan debated in favor of the resolution “Let Anyone Take a Job Anywhere” for 

Intelligence Squared, arguably the most prestigious debate forum in the world.  

Tyler Cowen

Tyler Cowen published his book Average is Over: Powering America Beyond the 

Age of the Great Stagnation, in September 2013 with Penguin/Dutton. This book 

has received considerable attention, including multiple write-ups and reviews in 

The Wall Street Journal, The Economist, The Financial Times, NPR, and numerous 

other outlets, including in numerous other languages. 

He has continued work on his on-line education project, Marginal Revolution 

University, which focuses on economics, co-created with CSPC colleague Dr. Alex 

Tabarrok. The most recent addition to the project is a new course on the history 

of economic thought.
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Dr. Cowen and his co-author, Dr. Tabarrok, also continued  to work on revised 

editions of their macroeconomics and microeconomics textbooks Modern 

Principles: Macroeconomics and Modern Principles: Microeconomics. 

He also continues to work on his manuscript on the case for a free society. 

Dr. Cowen also wrote for numerous media outlets during 2013. He continued his 

monthly columns for The New York Times on economic policy, wrote for the 

Times on-line, and his weekly book review column for The New York Times 

Sunday Magazine. He and Alex Tabarrok continued their daily weblog Marginal Revolution, which now has 

over sixty-seven million unique visits and was named the top economics blog by the Wall Street Journal. 

Robin Hanson continued to participate in an IARPA (Intelligence Advanced 

Research Projects Activity) grant, which this year was increased in funding, 

redirected from forecasting foreign intelligence to science and technology 

progress, and renamed from DAGGRE to SciCast. SciCast software is being 

reimplemented from scratch to be more professional and to support far more 

users and questions, as well as a wider range of question types. Dr. Hanson 

continues to design algorithms for this project, and to publish results in computer 

science venues. 

Dr. Hanson has also continued to focus on and develop his book on the social 

implications that would follow form the mass adoption of the technology of whole brain emulation. Increased 

from thirty to eighty five thousand words, and based on feedback from one hundred draft readers, the current 

book draft has a much wider coverage of dimensions of life and society. No social implications of a future 

technology has ever been this broad, thorough, and analytic.

Dr. Hanson gave over a dozen academic presentations, and wrote many dozens of posts at his blog Overcoming 

Bias. His publications during 2013 included “Shall We Vote on Values, But Bet on Beliefs?” in the Journal of 

Political Philosophy, and “Idea Futures and A Critical Discussion of Vinge's Singularity Concept,” which was 

reprinted in The Transhumanist Reader, Wiley-Blackwell, ed. Max More and Natasha Vita-More, pp. 243-257, 

395-418.

Robin Hanson

Ron Heiner continued research on the evolution of cooperation, including one-

shot interactions like the one-shot prisoners’ dilemma.  A key difference from 

standard game theory is the use of signal detection theory from behavioral 

psychology.  The resulting analysis enabled Dr. Heiner to model the impact of 

communication and forecasting signals on strategic decisions.  He proves 

contingent cooperators can maintain their competitive advantage against always 

defecting players, even in one-shot prisoners’ dilemmas, and even at the limit 

where their forecasting ability is no better than pure chance. 

He is currently writing a book titled Cooperation in Prisoners’ Dilemmas: the Critical Case of One-Shot 

Interactions (World Scientific Press, 2014). The book also investigates the causal basis for analyzing strategic 

decisions.   Causal principles are the critical link enabling signal detection theory to be combined with 

traditional game theory analysis.  The book shows how players can detect signals from their partners to

Ron Heiner
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forecast their partner’s future decisions—by showing that doing so rests on the same causal basis used to 

forecast events in the natural sciences—analogous to forecasting future weather conditions with barometer 

signals caused by current changes in atmospheric pressure that also causally influence tomorrow’s weather.

Noel Johnson published five papers this year, including three written with his 

colleague at the Center for Study of Public Choice, Mark Koyama.  “Taxes, 

Lawyers, and the Decline of Witch Trials in France” was published in the Journal 

of Law and Economics.  Johnson and Koyama’s “Legal Centralization and the Birth 

of the Secular State” was published in the Journal of Comparative Economics. 

Their collaborative paper “Tax Farming and the Origins of State Capacity in 

England and France” was published in Explorations in Economic History.  

“Corruption, Regulation, and Growth: An Empirical Study of the United States,” 

coauthored with William Ruger, Jason Sorens, and Steven Yamarik was published 

in Economics of Governance. Finally, Dr. Johnson’s paper “From Internal Taxes to 

National Regulation: Evidence from a French Wine Tax Reform at the Turn of the Twentieth Century” (with 

Raphael Franck and John V. C. Nye) was published in Explorations in Economic History.

Additionally, Dr. Johnson presented the paper “Jewish Persecutions and Weather Shocks: 1100-1800” (co-

authored with Warren Anderson and Mark Koyama) at several places, including Northwestern University, 

Rutgers University and the NES & HSE Conference on Culture and Diversity in Moscow in Fall 2013, and at 

Stanford University, Chapman University, and the Elliott School of International Affairs in Spring 2013. In Fall 

2013, Dr. Johnson presented the paper “From State Capacity to Rule of Law in Old Regime France” at the Social 

Science History Conference in Chicago. Dr. Johnson also continued to work on the working paper “Did 

Government Crowd Out Religious Schooling in Late Nineteenth Century France?” (with Raphael Franck).

In addition to these projects, Dr. Johnson and CSPC colleague Mark Koyama continue to work on their book 

project, “The Rise and Fall of the Persecuting State.”

Dr. Johnson continued to enjoy being an organizer for the Washington Area Economic History Seminar, which 

meets once a month and brings together scholars from area universities. Also, Dr. Johnson continued to 

coordinate the Economic History Workshop, which gathers together local academics and graduate students to 

present their work.

Garett Jones published two papers in 2013, one in experimental game theory 

and one in general equilibrium theory. 

In experimental work with Omar al-Ubaydli and Jaap Weel, Jones found that 

more patient pairs of players were more likely to coordinate on win-win 

outcomes in a game based on a story from Rousseau, a game known as the “stag 

hunt.” The surprising finding was that one patient player alone wasn’t enough to 

push the pair to a win-win outcome: Individual patient players weren't noticeably 

more cooperative on average. But two players with a high average rate of 

patience tended to cooperate more often and to earn more money in the game. 

This is partly because patient players tended to stick with whatever choice they made for a few rounds of the 

game, making it easier for the other player to coordinate on the win-win outcome. The paper was published in 

the Journal of Neuroscience, Psychology, and Economics. 

Noel Johnson

Garett Jones
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In the lead article published in the January 2013 issue of Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, Jones 

demonstrated how differences in average skill level might have only a small relationship with workers’ wages 

within a country while causing massive differences in workers’ wages across countries. The formal model 

claims that high-skilled workers might be using more delicate, more fragile cutting-edge technology that is 

highly productive, while slightly less-skilled workers in the same country end up earning almost as much by 

using a more durable “foolproof” technology. But across countries, a nation of slightly less-skilled workers 

won’t be well-suited to using the fragile cutting-edge technology, so their productivity and their wages when 

working in the “Foolproof” sector will be much lower. 

In 2013 Professor Jones was also a guest blogger on EconLog during the Spring semester, he discussed the 

downside of a U.S. debt default on John Stossel’s Fox Business program, and his writings were noted in a New 

York Times column on the power of memory and its role as a durable good.

Mark Koyama completed several projects in 2013.  His paper entitled “Jewish 

Persecutions and Weather Shocks, 1100-1800” with Warren Anderson and Noel 

Johnson was completed during this year. This paper examines the relationship 

between periods of colder weather and anti-Semitic persecutions in medieval 

and early modern Europe. He also completed a paper with Jean-Paul Carvalho

called “Resisting Education” that explores how in a model in which education 

transmits cultural values, increases in the return to education can cause some 

groups within society to consume less education.  Both of these papers are 

currently under review. 

A series of papers written jointly with Noel Johnson were accepted for publication in 2013.  “Legal 

Centralization and the Rise of the Secular State,” appeared in the Journal of Comparative Economics in 

November.   “Tax Farming and the Origins of State Capacity,” was published in the January 2014 issue of 

Explorations in Economic History and “Taxes, Lawyers, and the Decline of Witch Trials in France” is scheduled to 

appear in the February issue of the Journal of Law and Economics. 

Together with Noel Johnson, he is planning a book on the emergence of religious toleration in early modern 

Europe.  And in August 2013 Dr. Koyama was awarded the Fenwick Fellowship for 2013-2014 in order to help 

fund this project.  He also wrote a survey paper entitled “Preindustrial Cliometrics” for the journal Economic 

Affairs, which appeared in issue 2, volume 33. 

Several new projects were also started this year.   Together with colleagues from the National University of 

Singapore, Mark has begun to work on a series of papers examining state formation in both Europe and China.  

He is also working with James Reade of the University of Reading in order to try to extract data from the 

Oxford National Dictionary of Biography. 

The year was full of conference trips and presentations.   Dr. Koyama presented “Jewish Expulsions and 

Weather Shocks, 1100-1800” in January at King’s College London’s Department of Political Economy.  In March, 

he attended and presented “Resisting Education” at the Public Choice Conference in New Orleans.  In June he 

attended the All-UC Conference at Chapman University where he presented his work and also visited UC Irvine 

for a few days to work with Jean-Paul Carvalho.  At the end of June Dr. Koyama visited Hawaii for the 

Cliometrics Society World Congress where he presented his paper on Jewish persecutions. In September he 

was involved in organizing the Economic History Association meetings, which were held in Arlington Virginia.  

Mark Koyama
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Finally, in November he presented a paper on inflation and the rule of law at the Mercatus Center’s Conference 

Instead of the Fed.

In 2013 Dr. Koyama continued to act as the Job Market Placement Officer at GMU, as well as Coordinator of 

the weekly Public Choice Seminar Series.   From Fall 2013 onwards he also became a coordinator for the 

Washington Area Economic History Seminar.  Finally, in July 2013 and in January 2014 he organized one-day 

workshops in Economic History at Arlington for economic historians working in the Greater DC area. 

Peter Leeson is Professor of Economics and BB&T Professor for the Study of 

Capitalism at George Mason University. He is also North American Editor of Public 

Choice and a Senior Scholar of the F.A. Hayek Program for Advanced Study in 

Philosophy, Politics, and Economics. 

Dr. Leeson’s work studies the economics of non-market decision making, in 

particular law and legal systems. Some of his most recent research uses rational 

choice theory to understand the role that superstition plays in promoting social 

cooperation. 

He was the winner, Outstanding Paper Award, Journal of Entrepreneurship and Public Policy, for “The Brewer, 

the Baker, and the Monopoly Maker” (with D. Thomas) in 2013. Dr. Leeson also published numerous papers in 

2013, including “Vermin Trials” in the Journal of Law and Economics; “Gypsy Law” in Public Choice; and 

“Comparative Historical Political Economy” (with P. Boettke and C. Coyne in the Journal of Institutional 

Economics. He is also the author and co-author of several forthcoming publications.

To follow his current work, press coverage of that work, or find his published papers, visit his personal website: 

www.PeterLeeson.com. 

Peter Leeson

David Levy had another very productive year in 2013. In addition to the task of 

co-directing (with Sandra Peart) the 14th annual meeting of the Summer Institute 

for the Preservation of the History of Economics, he also shared the task of 

turning an April Conference, “Hayek and the Modern Economy” into a December 

book.

Drs. Levy and Peart located (at the Library of Congress) the documentary history 

of the failed grant application sent by the Thomas Jefferson Center (TJC) of the 

University of Virginia to the Ford Foundation. As the TJC was co-founded by 

James M. Buchanan and Warren Nutter, the documents speak to the institutional 

trajectory of the Public Choice Center. It also brings into focus Ronald Coase’s

central role in the TJC. It took the better part of a year to acquire documents from the Ford Foundation and the 

University of Virginia to put together a coherent collection in which all the parties to the disagreements can 

have their voices heard. The Knightian center of the TJC is particularly clearly explicated by both Buchanan and 

Coase. This is particularly relevant now that A. K. Sen has emphasized Buchanan’s role in preserving the liberal 

tradition in which Frank Knight particulated. Levy and Peart’s chapter “On ‘strongly fortified minds’” in Emily 

Chamlee-Wright’s forthcoming volume examines the details.  Levy and Peart are also considering a large 

volume in which the Virginia School is located in twentieth century discussions.

David Levy
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In an additional publication, Levy and Peart’s chapter in the forthcoming Oxford 

Handbook on Professional Economic Ethics weakens the requirement of 

transparency for ethical conduct of econometric practice to one in which the 

non-transparency is itself transparent. This allows the consumer of econometric 

advice to be aware that precautions need to be taken. Consequently, a 

transparency non-transparency might be viewed as a second-best outcome when 

transparency itself is not feasible. Much of this thinking was inspired by Levy and 

Peart’s last conversation with James Buchanan in which he recommended 

reading Rutledge Vining’s technical work.

John Nye continued long term projects at GMU, HSE Moscow, and the Philippines 

during 2013.  In collaboration with Omar Al-Ubaydli, Dan Houser, Maria Paganelli, 

and Sophie Pan, he published “The Causal Effect of Market Participation on Trust:  

An Experimental Investigation using Randomized Control” in PLoS One.  In 

collaboration with Noel Johnson and Mark Koyama, the paper “The Rise and Fall 

of the Wine Octroi in Late Nineteenth Century France” was accepted for 

publication at Explorations in Economic History.  Other work included 

forthcoming papers in JLEO and several chapters in volumes to appear from 

Princeton University Press.  Appreciations of James Buchanan and Ronald Coase

by Dr. Nye appeared or are forthcoming in the Political Economist and the 

Independent Review, respectively.

Dr. Nye continued his work on the biological correlates of performance and human capital in collaboration with 

scholars at the Higher School of Economics in Moscow where he also presented a number of papers and 

lectured at the RSSIA summer workshop on the New Institutional Economics.

In Manila, he presented work at conferences organized by the Angara Centre on the computerization of 

Philippine elections (jointly with Desirée Desierto and Alberto Simpser) and on rural urban wage gaps in the 

Philippines (jointly with Karl Chua, Louis Limkin, and Jeffrey Williamson).  He organized a conference in Manila 

in December on “What is to be Done?: Resolving Conflicts in Maritime Disputes in Southeast Asia” that focused 

on the tensions arising from increasing disagreement between China and other nations over territory in East 

and Southeast Asia.

He also served as a lecturer at the Ronald Coase Institute Workshop held in Xiamen, China.

John Nye

Thomas Stratmann

Thomas Stratmann worked on several projects in the area of Public Choice 

during 2013. One project involves the area of experimental public choice. Here 

he is developing one answer to the long-standing puzzle in economics and 

political science of why people vote. Drawing on the literature on altruistic 

punishment, he shows that voters are willing to incur the cost of voting, simply 

to punish incumbents who did not keep their election promises. They do so, even 

if the voter is indifferent between the proposed platform of the incumbent and 

that of the challenger, and even if the voter did not personally experience a 

decrease in welfare due to the broken promise. In a separate project, Dr. 

Stratmann studies the political economy of immigration law enforcement. He 
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also studies the stock trading activity of Congressmen and analyzes to what extent Congressmen might use 

“insider information” to purchase and sell stock. 

In 2013, Dr. Stratmann published articles in areas of Public Choice and applied microeconomics. He published 

with former GMU graduate student, now Ph. D. John Welborn “The Option Market Makers Exception to 

Regulation SHO” in the prestigious Journal of Financial Markets. He also published the forthcoming article 

“The Effects of Earmarks on the Likelihood of Reelection” in European Journal of Political Economy. Further, the 

paper “Do Black Mayors Improve Black Relative to White Employment Outcomes?” which is co-authored with 

Ilia Rainer and John Nye was conditionally accepted at the Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization. 

Alex Tabarrok is the director of the Center for Study of Public Choice and the 

Bartley J. Madden Chair in Economics at the Mercatus Center. 

Marginal Revolution University (with Tyler Cowen) continues to expand with 

more free online courses economics. Cowen and Tabarrok this year produced a 

large, new course on International Trade with more courses from a variety of 

teachers coming this year.

Dr. Tabarrok travelled widely in 2013 – this year he was invited by The Grattan 

Institute and the Australian government to speak in Australia. Dr. Tabarrok spoke 

at the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Treasury and the 

Department of Industry, Innovation, Science, Research and Tertiary Education as well as at a conference held 

by the Grattan Institute and the US Studies Center. Dr. Tabarrok also spoke at Kenyon College, Ball State 

University and Florida State University on his book Launching the Innovation Renaissance and at the AEAs on 

Teaching the Solow Model in Principles of Economics.

Dr. Tabarrok was pleased to attend O'Reilly Media’s “Foo Camp” an inter-disciplinary, self-organizing meeting of 

scientists from all over the world held at Google’s campus in Silicon Valley. Dr. Tabarrok also helped to organize 

and spoke at the Celebration of Achievement in honor of Jim Buchanan.

He published two academic papers this year “Firearms and Suicides in US States” (with Justin Briggs) in the 

International Review of Law and Economics. This paper was widely discussed in the media and also led to a 

popular piece in Slate. He also published “Private Education in India: A Novel Test of Cream Skimming” in 

Contemporary Economic Policy and he helped with an Amici Curiae Brief to the Supreme Court. Dr. Tabarrok 

continues to write regularly at Marginal Revolution.

Yong Yoon continued to work during 2013 on his two major research projects, 

both of which he had collaborated  on previously with James M. Buchanan. One 

project is on the Extent of Markets. The other project is on Collective Action, 

which includes a book, tentatively titled Individualism and Political Disorder. The 

title suggests the book's theme that is in contrast and comparison to Hayek’s 

theme and title of his book, Individualism and Economic Order. The eleven 

papers to appear as chapters were written by Dr. Buchanan after the publication 

of his Collected Works volumes, with and without co-authorship with Dr. Yoon. In 

addition to the listed published papers, three recently published papers will be 

added:  “Institutional Sources of American Fiscal Tragedy” (by Buchanan); 

Alex Tabarrok

Yong Yoon
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“Choosing for Others: A Neglected Element in the Theory of Collective Action” (Buchanan and Yoon, 2012); 

and “The Cost of Collectivization, Per Se” (Buchanan and Yoon, 2013).  The last two papers were published in 

Public Choice. 

Dr. Yoon was invited by the Korean Institute of Public Finance to make a presentation in June 2013. He 

presented the paper “The Cost of Collectivization, Per Se.” For this presentation, he developed a geometric 

illustration of excess burden from luncheon club dilemma.

He was also invited to be a presenter at the Buchanan Memorial Conference at George Mason University on 

September 19, 2013. The title of his presentation was “Anticommons and Increasing Returns,” which he plans 

to edit and submit for publication in Constitutional Public Economy.

In addition to these presentations, Dr. Yoon gave a lecture on North Korean economy to attendees of the 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute seminar on September 18, 2013.

He submitted his paper “The Cost of Collectivizing Moral Goods” to the Journal of Public Finance and Public 

Choice. This paper was also presented at the organized session, Polycentric Collectivity in Public Finance, 

during the 2013 Public Choice Society meetings in New Orleans.

Additionally, Drs. William Shughart and Yoon worked on the draft paper “Stackelberg on the Danube River: 

Games in Anticommons,” which Yoon plans to present at the 2014 Public Choice Society meetings in 

Charleston, SC.
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Center Staff

Jo Ann Burgess is a vital link and resource to the Center for Study of Public Choice, and wears several hats. In 

her daily duties, Jo Ann serves as the Archivist/Librarian of the Buchanan House collection of Buchanan’s 

papers, books and memorabilia. In addition, she plays an important role as the Center’s Visiting Scholar 

Facilitator in administering and coordinating with the Office of International Programs and Services to secure 

appropriate paperwork and forms required for the visiting scholar’s entrance into the United States. She 

makes sure that the Center complies with U.S. regulations and George Mason University’s procedures for 

international visitors. In addition, on the arrival of the visitors, she arranges all necessary paperwork and 

university authorizations for IDs and access to the library for needed materials in conducting their research 

during their visit. When the occasion warrants, Jo Ann is also the center’s videographer. 

Lisa Hill-Corley assists with the support of the main resident faculty at Carow Hall with administrative, visitor 

and office manager tasks. She also manages the main budget and grants for Center, and maintains the Center 

website. In addition, Lisa also coordinated the graduate funding for all of the Economics Department.

Lisa also put together another successful Outreach Conference at the Mason Inn. This year’s conference 

welcomed thirty-seven participants from thirty-one states and seven countries. 

She is grateful for the valuable administrative team of Jane Perry, Jo-Ann Burgess, Mary Jackson and Dana 

Vogel, who continue the tradition of excellent support began by the dearly departed Betty Tillman. Here’s to 

another successful year in 2014!

Jane Perry shares duties of providing daily administrative support to resident Carow Hall faculty, as well as for 

the daily admin operations and coordination of Carow Hall. She enjoys welcoming and assisting faculty, 

students, visiting scholars, and other visitors at the Center for Study of Public Choice.

Jane serves as the staff administrative and logistical coordinator for each of the weekly Public Choice Seminar 

Series presentations. Additionally, Jane’s proofreading skills are increasingly in demand for numerous projects, 

including a number of professional journal articles authored by Center faculty. 

As always, she enjoys and appreciates working with talented admin team colleagues Lisa Hill-Corley, Jo Ann 

Burgess, Dana Vogel, and Mary Jackson on various projects and events throughout the year.

Jo Ann Burgess Lisa Hill-Corley Jane Perry
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Selected Faculty Publications

Don Boudreaux

WebBlog:

• Café Hayek, with Russ Roberts.  http://www.cafehayek.com

Bryan Caplan

Articles:

• “Systematically Biased Beliefs About Political Influence,” (with E. Crampton, W. Grove, and I. Somin). PS: 

Political Science and Politics (forthcoming)

• “An Entrepreneurial Critique of Georgism,” (with Z. Gochenour). Review of Austrian Economics 26 (2013): 

483-491.  

Debate:

• Let Anyone Take a Job Anywhere,” Intelligence Squared debate, October 30, 2013. 

http://intelligencesquaredus.org/debates/upcoming-debates/item/909-let-anyone-take-a-job-anywhere

Media:

• The Atlantic; The Economist; The Wall Street Journal; and many others.

WebBlog: 

• EconLog, with Arnold Kling and David Henderson. http://econlog.econlib.org/

Tyler Cowen

Books:

• Average is Over: Powering America Beyond the Age of the Great Stagnation. New York: Dutton, 2013.

Media:

• The New York Times; The Economist; The Wall Street Journal; The Washington Post; The Financial Times; 

NPR, and many others.

WebBlog: 

• Marginal Revolution, with Alex Tabarrok. http://www.marginalrevolution.com

Online education website:

• MRUniversity, with Alex Tabarrok. http://mruniversity.com/
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Robin Hanson

Articles:

• “Shall We Vote on Values, But Bet on Beliefs?” Journal of  Political Philosophy 21(2) (2013): 151-178. 

Books:

• The Hanson-Yudkowsky AI-Foom Debate, with Eliezer Yudkowsky, Berkeley, CA: Machine Intelligence 

Research Institute, 2013.

Book Chapters:

• Comments on “Intelligence Explosion: Evidence and Import,” pp. 41-42, and Comments on “Some 

Economic Incentives Facing a Business that Might Bring About a Technological Singularity,” p.159. In 

Singularity Hypotheses: A Scientific and Philosophical Assessment, ed. A. H. Eden, J. H. Moor, J. H. Søraker, 

E. Steinhart. Berlin: Springer, 2013.

• “Idea Futures and a Critical Discussion of Vinge's Singularity Concept,” reprinted in The Transhumanist

Reader, ed. M. More and N. Vita-More, pp.243-257, 395-418. New York: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013.

Conference Publications:

• Combinatorial Prediction Markets: An Experimental Study, with Walter Powell, Robin Hanson, Kathryn 

Laskey and Charles Twardy, Proceedings of the Seventh International Conference on Scalable Uncertainty 

Management, Washington DC, September 16-18, 2013.

• Learning Parameters by Prediction Markets and Kelly Rule for Graphical Models, with Wei Sun, Robin 

Hanson, Kathryn B. Laskey, Charles Twardy, In Proceedings of the First Big Data meet Complex Models 

Applications Workshop, held at the Uncertainty in Artificial Intelligence Conference, Bellevue, WA, July 15, 

2013.

WebBlog: 

• Overcoming Bias.  http://www.overcomingbias.com/

Ron Heiner

Books:

• The Evolution and Rationality of One-Shot Cooperation. Hackensack, NJ: World Scientific (forthcoming).

Noel Johnson

Articles:

• “Corruption, Regulation, and Growth: An Empirical Study of the United States” (with W. Ruger, J. Sorens, 

and S. Yamarik). Economics of Governance 2013http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10101-013-

0132-3#page-1 .

• “Legal Centralization and the Birth of the Secular State” (with M. Koyama). Journal of Comparative

Economics 41(4) (2013): 959-978.

• “Tax Farming and the Origins of State Capacity in England and France,” (with M. Koyama). Explorations in 

Economic History 51 (January 2014): 1-20.

• “From Internal Taxes to National Regulation: Evidence from a French Wine Tax Reform at the Turn of the 

Twentieth Century,” (with R. Franck and J. V. C. Nye). Explorations in Economic History 51 (January 2014): 

77-93.
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Garett Jones

Articles:

• “The O-Ring Sector and the Foolproof Sector: An Explanation for Skill Externalities,” Journal of Economic 

Behavior and Organization  85 (2013): 1-10.

• “Patience, Cognitive Skill, and Coordination in the Repeated Stag Hunt,” Journal of Neuroscience, 

Psychology, and Economics 6(2) (2013): 71-96.

Media:

• The New York Times, EconLog; John Stossel’s Fox Business program, and many others.

Mark Koyama

Articles:

• “The Law of Economics of Private Prosecutions in Industrial Revolution England,” Public Choice Dec. 2012 

http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11127-012-0046-6#page-1

• “Legal Centralization and the Birth of the Secular State” (with N. Johnson). Journal of Comparative

Economics 41(4) (2013): 959-978.

• “Tax Farming and the Origins of State Capacity in England and France,” (with M. Koyama). Explorations in 

Economic History 51 (January 2014): 1-20.

• “The Law of Economics of Private Prosecutions in Industrial Revolution England,” Public Choice Dec. 2012 

http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11127-012-0046-6#page-1

Peter Leeson

Articles:

• “The Amplification Effect: Foreign Aid’s Impact on Political Institutions,” (with N. Dutta and C. 

Williamson). Kyklos 66(2) (2013): 208-228.

• “Billionaires,” (with T. Sanandaji). Industrial and Corporate Change 22(1) (2013): 313-337.

• “Comparative Historical Political Economics,” (with P. Boettke and C. Coyne). Journal of Institutional 

Economics 9(3) (2013): 285-301.

• “Gypsy Law,” Public Choice 155(3-4) (2013): 273-292.

• “Pirates, Prisoners, and Preliterates: Anarchic Context and the Private Enforcement of Law,” European 

Journal of Law and Economics October 2013 http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10657-013-9424-

x#page-1

• “Vermin Trials,” Journal of Law and Economics 56(3) (2013): 811-836.

John Nye

Articles:

• “From Internal Taxes to National Regulation: Evidence from a French Wine Tax Reform at the Turn of the 

Twentieth Century,” (with R. Franck and J. V. C. Nye). Explorations in Economic History 51 (January 2014): 

77-93.

• “The Causal Effect of Market Participation on Trust: An Experimental Investigation Using Randomized 

Control,” (with O. Al-Ubaydli, D. Houser, M. Paganelli, and S. Pan). PLoS One 8(3) March 2013.

Thomas Stratmann

Articles:

• “The Effects of Earmarks on the Likelihood of Reelection). European Journal of Political Economy 32 (2013): 

341-355.

• “The Options Market Maker Exception to SEC Regulation SHO,” (with John W. Welborn). Journal of 

Financial Markets 16(2) (2013): 195-226.
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David Levy

Articles:

• “Learning from Scandal about What We Know and what We Think We Know,” (with S. Peart). Homo 

Oeconomicus (forthcoming).

Books:

• Hayek and the Modern Economy. Edited by S. Peart and D. Levy. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.

Book Chapters:

• “Adam Smith and the State: Language and Reform,” (with S. Peart). In Oxford Handbook on Adam Smith. 

Edited by S. Peart and D. Levy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013.

• “F. A. Hayek and the ‘Individualists’”, (with S. Peart). In Hayek and the Modern Economy. Edited by S. Peart

and D. Levy. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.

Presentations:

• “The Ethics Problems: Solving the Collective Action Problem of Economic Expertise,” (with S. Peart). Allied 

Social Sciences Association, January 2013, San Diego.

• “How the Virginia School Got Its Name: Documents of the Controversy of the Thomas Jefferson Center,” 

(with S. Peart). Summer Institute for the Preservation of the History of Economics (June); Public Choice 

Seminar, George Mason University (September); Southern Economic Association (November).

Alex Tabarrok

Articles:

• “Firearms and Suicides in the US States,” (with J. Briggs). International Review of Law and Economics 37 

(March 2014): 180-188.

• “Private Education in India: A Novel Test of Cream Skimming.” Contemporary Economic Policy 31(1) (January 

2013): 1-12. 

Media:

• The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The Economist, The Irish Times and many others.

WebBlog: 

• Marginal Revolution, with Tyler Cowen. http://www.marginalrevolution.com

Online education website:

• MRUniversity, with Tyler Cowen. http://mruniversity.com/

Yong Yoon

Articles:

• “Choosing for Others: A Neglected Element in the Theory of Collective Action,” (with James M. Buchanan). 

Public Choice 153(1) (2012): 9-16.

• “The Cost of Collectivization, Per Se” (with James M. Buchanan). Public Choice October 

2013http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11127-013-0112-8#page-1.
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2013 Doctorates

Brian Blase 

Brian Blase defended his dissertation, “Three 

Papers Toward a Better Understanding of 

State Medicaid Programs and Program 

Efficiency.” Drs. Thomas Stratmann and Alex 

Tabarrok served on his committee.

Mark Bonica 

Mark Bonica defended his dissertation, “Adam 

Smith on Liberty and Reputation: Is Reputation 

Property? Are Defamation Laws Coercive?” Drs. 

Donald Boudreaux and Garett Jones served on 

his committee.

David Hedengren

David Hedengren defended his dissertation, 

“Three Microeconomic Applications Using 

Administrative Records.” Drs. Thomas Stratmann, 

Bryan Caplan, Alex Tabarrok, and John Nye 

served on his committee.

Jayme Lemke 

Jayme Lemke defended her dissertation, 

“The Political Economy of Gender Disparity in 

Law.” Dr. Tyler Cowen served on her 

committee.

Rong Rong

Rong Rong defended her dissertation, 

“Endogenous Network Formation: 

Experiments and Methods.” Dr. Tyler Cowen 

served on her committee.

Helen Yang 

He (Helen) Yang defended her dissertation, 

“Land Peasants in Late Imperial China: An 

Economic Analysis.” Drs. John Nye and Alex 

Tabarrok served on her committee.
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Wed Seminar Speakers 2013

The Seminar Series, now over 30 years old, invites scholars from around

the world to share their work in a formal lecture, followed by a rigorous

question and answer session with students and faculty. We thank Drs. Nye

and Johnson along with Jane Perry for coordinating the program, and the

following scholars for presenting papers in 2013:

Spring

2013

Fall

2013
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Name Affiliation Paper

Boris Gershman American University The Two Sides of Envy

Remi Jedwab George Washington University Colonial Investments and Long-Term Development in Africa: 

Evidence from Ghanaian Railroads

Branko Milanovic World Bank Global Income Inequality in Numbers: in History and Now

Roy Mill Stanford University Race, Skin Color, and Economic Outcomes in Early Twentieth-Century 

America

Joshua Rosenbloom University of Kansas Did the Productivity of Chemists Increase Since 1990? 

Andrew Pickering University of York Voting and the Macroeconomy: Separating Trend From Cycle

Neil Cummins Queens College, CUNY The Beckerian Family and the English Demographic Revolution of 

1800

Tim Guinnane Yale University Adapting Law to Fit the Facts: the GmbH, the SARL, and the 

Organization of Small Firms in German and France, 1982-1930

Stelios Michalopoulos Brown University Trade and Geography in the Origins and Spread of Islam 

Dan Hungerman Notre Dame University Public Goods, Hidden Income, and Tax Evasion: Some Non-Standard 

Results from the Warm-Glow Model 

Ethan Kaplan University of Maryland The Persistence of Political Partisanship: Evidence from 9/11 

Name Affiliation Paper

James Fenske University of Oxford War, Resilience and Political Engagement in Africa

Timothy Werner University of Texas at Austin Campaign Contributions From Corporate Executives in Lieu of 

Political Action Committees 

Leigh Gardner London School of Economics Africa's Growth Prospects in a European Mirror: A Historical 

Perspective 

Camilo Garcia - Jimeno University of Pennsylvania State Capacity and Economic Development: A Network 

Thomas Miceli University of Connecticut Theocracy

David M. Levy George Mason University How the Virginia School Got Its Name

Quamrul Ashraf Williams College The Nature of Civil Conflict 

Thomas Groll Columbia University Dynamic Commerical Lobbying 

Michael Makowsky Johns Hopkins University Altruistic Groups, Selfish Leaders, and the Evolution of Power 

Ram Fishman George Washington University Water Resource Depletion, Adaptation and Migration: Evidence 

from Gujarat, India 
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The Public Choice
Center would like to thank the
following contributors:

Robert Bish

Earhart Foundation

Goodrich Foundation

Sooyoun Hwang

Koch Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Nimai Mehta

James C. Miller III

Erica and Mark Palim

Sarah Scaife Foundation

Nicolaus Tideman

Thank You for your support of the Center!
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About the Center

The Center for Study of Public Choice is a unique research institution at George Mason University. It provides 

a single location where eminent scholars conduct innovative research, publish their findings and conclusions 

in a variety of print and electronic media, and teach the science of public choice. The Center builds on the 

groundbreaking economic and political science theories for which James Buchanan was awarded the Nobel 

Prize in economics. The Center draws both visiting and resident scholars and students from all over the 

world. Its faculty and researchers lecture and conduct seminars locally, across the United States, and abroad.

The Center serves as the institutional home for the Public Choice Research Program, which has developed 

and matured over the past half-century. Created in 1957 at the University of Virginia, the Center was initially 

called the Thomas Jefferson Center for Studies in Political Economy. In 1969, the Center was reconstituted at 

Virginia Tech under its present name. In 1983, the Center shifted its operations to George Mason University. 

The Center's alumni includes doctoral students from George Mason, Virginia Tech, and the University of 

Virginia. From its historical association with three of Virginia's major universities, the Center's academic 

footprint is often dubbed the "Virginia School of Political Economy.“

Public Choice scholarship has profoundly influenced thinking in the scientific community and the formation of 

public attitudes. Economics traditionally focuses on the behavior of firms and consumers and how individuals 

interact in market settings. As a research program, public choice extends the tools of economics to analyze 

the behavior of voters, candidates, legislators, bureaucrats, judges, and expert economists themselves. 

Research by scholars at the Center also focuses on other non-market institutions such as religion, the family, 

clubs, and culture.

Center for Study of Public Choice
George Mason University

4400 University Drive, MS 1D3
Fairfax, VA 22030

Information: (703) 993-2330
Fax: (703) 993-2323

http://www2.gmu.edu/centers/publicchoice


