
Clubs and Organizations
Department of Communication



Mason students have a wide variety of communication-related activities available beyond the 
coursework in the Department of Communication. The department has two championship-caliber 
intercollegiate teams in forensics and debate. Mason students currently volunteer and gain valuable 
experience by getting involved in journalism (Fourth Estate), radio (WGMU), and public relations 
(PRSSA). Most of the co-curricular activities listed are available to all Mason students. Only Lambda 
Pi Eta, the Communication Honor Society, is limited to majors in Communication.

Mason Cable Network
The Mason Cable Network, also known as MCN, is a student-operated television network airing 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week to approximately 6,000 residents on the Fairfax campus. Geared towards George 
Mason students, MCN produces live and pre-recorded shows, broadcasts live sporting events, and airs 
student created projects. MCN has been providing students with entertainment, sports, and news for more 
than ten years. For more information about the MCN, visit masoncablenetwork.com.

Communication Ambassadors
Communication Ambassador help the Communication Department recruit new communication majors and 
represent the department on campus, at local high schools, and at department events. Ambassadors show 
off the Mason Communication pride and even brainstorm new ideas to help the Communication 
Department.

Mason Debate Team
The Mason debate team is an intercollegiate policy debate team. We compete both regionally and nationally 
in the Cross Examination Debate Association, National Debate Tournament, and American Debate  
Association circuits. Collegiate policy debate serves as an activity that fosters in-depth research, critical   
thinking, persuasion, argumentation and overall communication skills. For more information about the 
Mason debate team, please contact Jackie Poapst at debategmu@gmail.com and check out their website:
www.georgemasondebate.com.

Mason Forensics Team
The Mason forensics team is an intercollegiate speech team that represents George Mason University at 
regional and national speech competitions. Forensics is public speaking and oral interpretation of 
literature, with events designed to focus on each of the ways the spoken word can be used to persuade or 
move an audience. Mason forensics has ranked among the top 35 schools every year since 1975, the top five 
schools every year since 2007, and even garnered the National Championship in 1979. For more information 
about the Mason forensics team please contact Dr. Peter Pober at ppober@gmu.edu and check out their 
website: team.gmuforensics.org/contact.

The Fourth Estate (student newspaper)
Fourth Estate is George Mason University’s official student-run newspaper. Our mission is to inform Mason 
students, faculty, alumni, and interested observers about what’s happening on campus and in the 
community. Fourth estate release a weekly print publication during the fall and spring semesters and 
maintains a strong online presence. The Fourth Estate is housed in the Office of Student Media, which is 
located in the Hub, room 1201 and is open from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. when school is in session. Summer hours 
vary. If you need to reach Fourth Estate by phone, please call (703) 993-9745. Visit our website at 
gmufourthestate.com.

The Insight Committee 
The Insight Committee of the Department of Communication was formed to build and enhance
relationships between the department, the students, and the larger community of practicing public 
relations and communication professionals. The committee strives to maintain an ongoing dialogue that 
helps focus the department’s research and teaching efforts to help meet and further the needs of the 
professional communication community. The Insight Committee meets several times a year and appoints 
sub-committees from time-to-time to lead the development of specific programs that support key 
departmental missions. The annual Mason Student/Industry Communications Forum is one of these 
outreach programs, with others focusing on career enhancement and communication job fairs.

Lambda Pi Eta (The National Communication Honor Society)
Lambda Pi Eta is an international communication honor society with more than 400 chapters in the United 
States, and one in China. The goal of Lambda Pi Eta is to encourage outstanding academic achievement and 
promote the dedication to excellence in the field of communication. Lambda Pi Eta is a Mason approved 
organization associated with Student Activities and the Academic Umbrella. 

Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA)
The Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA) is the foremost organization for students inter-
ested   in public relations and communications. PRSSA seeks to advance the public relations profession by 
nurturing generations of future professionals. It advocates rigorous academic standards for public relations 
education, the highest ethical principles and diversity in the profession. PRSSA is made up of more than 300 
chapters in the United States and one in Argentina. PRSSA has a rich history of support from its parent 
organization, the Public Relations Society of America (PRSA), which offers professional development, 
networking opportunities and news. PRSSA helps students enhance their education, broaden their network 
and launch their career in public relations.

Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ)
The Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ) is an organization for aspiring journalists to meet, learn, and 
grow together through professional networking and the help of their peers. Mason’s SPJ chapter is 
dedicated to providing students with access to media institutions and professionals, quality professional 
development opportunities, and the guidance and support needed to be a successful, professional 
journalists after graduation. Anyone with an interest or passion for journalism and writing is encouraged to 
join, and members are not required to have a major or minor in Communication or Journalism. Contact 
Professor Beth Jannery to join at bjannery@gmu.edu, or visit www.spj.org to become a national member. 

Student Video Center
The Student Video Center (SVC) is a teaching lab and resource available to students in the Communication 
Department. The SVC has an inventory of select, high-end production equipment (cameras, lights, tripods, 
microphones, etc.) available for 24-hour checkout periods to students currently enrolled in communication 
courses requiring media production assignments and who have paid the SVC course fee. The SVC also has a 
full (approx. 50’ x 50’) studio space available for laboratory purposes during operating hours and under SVC 
staff supervision. The space includes a fully functioning light grid and Tricaster system with up to four studio 
cameras for live multi-camera studio recordings. If you want more information about the SVC please contact 
gmusvc@gmail.com.        



WGMU Radio
WGMU Radio is the one and only free-form student-run radio station at Mason since 1980. WGMU streams 
on the web 24/7, providing an eclectic collection of today’s hottest music and an array of local and 
undiscovered artists. Currently, WGMU has 80 hours of live and original programming every week. There is 
everything from sports and news programming to interview-based talk shows and the best music from 
today and yesterday. WGMU is also the flagship station of Mason’s men’s and women’s basketball teams, part 
of the Go Mason Digital Network. For more information about the WGMU Radio station, please contact 
Professor Rodger Smith at rsmith6@gmu.edu and check out their website: wgmuradio.com.
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