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Analyses based on source data from the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2011-2015 distributed through IPUMS-USA, 
University of Minnesota, www.ipums.org. Maps are based on the Census Bureau's Tiger/Line shape files. 

The map on the left shows the most common year of 
immigration among immigrants living in the census tracts 
of Erie, PA. Compared to the state of Pennsylvania where 
the median year of immigration to the U.S. for household 
heads is 1993 and the median year of immigration for 
individuals within the state is 1998, immigrants living in 
Erie, PA reported coming to the U.S. later. For example, the 
median year of immigration to the U.S. for household 
heads in Erie, PA is the year 2000 and the median year of 
immigration to the U.S. for individuals living in Erie, PA is 
2002. Immigrants who came to the U.S. before 1990 reside 
south of the city while immigrants who came to the U.S. 
after the year 2010 reside in the census tracts immediately 
surrounding the city.   

The chart on the bottom left shows the number of family 
members per immigrant household in Erie, PA and in the 
state of Pennsylvania. Compared to immigrant household 
heads in Erie, PA (41 percent), approximately half (51 
percent) of immigrant household heads in Pennsylvania 
reported two family members or less. Additionally, 
immigrant household heads in Erie, PA reported higher 
percentages of having three or more family members 
present in the household compared to immigrant 
household heads in Pennsylvania (59 percent vs. 
49percent). 

The table at the bottom right shows the top 3 languages 
spoken at home among immigrant household heads living 
in Erie, PA and in the state of Pennsylvania. Compared to 
immigrant household heads in Pennsylvania, where 24 
percent speak English and 19 percent speak Spanish at 
home, 16 percent of immigrant household heads in Erie, 
PA speak Arabic at home, 11 percent speak Serbo-Croatian, 
Yugoslavian, Slavonian, and 8 percent speak English at 
home.  

Top 3 Languages Spoken at Home among Immigrant Household 
Heads Living in Erie, PA and in the State of Pennsylvania  

Immigrant Household Heads  
in Erie, PA 

Immigrant Household Heads  
in Pennsylvania 

Language Percent Language Percent 

Arabic 16% English 24% 

Serbo-Croatian,  
Yugoslavian, Slavonian 

11% Spanish 19% 

English 8% Chinese 6% 

All Other Languages (n=28) 65% All Other Languages (n=89) 51% 

Estimated Immigrant  
Household Head  
Population 

2,550 
Estimated Immigrant  
Household Head  
Population 

327,580 

Most Common Year of Immigration among  
Immigrants Living in Erie, PA 

Approximately 7 percent of the population in Erie, PA are immigrants compared 

to the state of Pennsylvania where 6 percent of the population are immigrants.  
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ABOUT THE INSTITUTE FOR IMMIGRATION RESEARCH 

The IIR works to refocus the immigration conversation among academics, policy-makers and the public, including the business community and 
media, by producing and disseminating unbiased and objective, interdisciplinary academic research related to immigrants and immigration to 
the United States. The Institute for Immigration Research is a joint venture between George Mason University and the Immigrant Learning 
Center, Inc. (ILC) of Massachusetts. To learn more about the Institute for Immigration Research call (703) 993-5833, email iir@gmu.edu, or 
visit us online at iir.gmu.edu. 
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IMMIGRATION DATA ON DEMAND (iDod) 

The iDod service is offered free of charge to help individuals and institutions examine the immigrant populations of 
their particular geography. Recipients of this data will see how immigrants provide vital contributions to the economy 
and society of the U.S. Ultimately, the goal of the iDod project is to create collaborations and connect people with 
data of interest on immigrant populations from their particular geographic region or economic sector. 
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Number of Children per Immigrant 
Households in Erie, PA and in the State of 

Pennsylvania  

Approximately 7 percent of the population in Erie, PA are  
immigrants compared to the state of Pennsylvania where 6 

percent of the population are immigrants 

The map to the left presents the most common world 
region of birth among immigrants living in the census 
tracts of Erie, PA. Immigrants living in and around the 
city of Erie, PA are predominately from West Asia (e.g. 
Iraq), South Central Asia (e.g. Bhutan, Pakistan, India), 
Eastern Europe (e.g. Ukraine), East Asia (e.g. China), 
and Western Europe (e.g. Switzerland, Italy). 
Immigrants from East Africa (e.g. Sudan, Somalia) live 
south of the city of Erie, PA and in the central part of 
the county while immigrants from Central America 
(e.g. Mexico) and the Caribbean (e.g. Cuba and 
Barbados) live east of the city Erie, PA.  

The chart on the bottom left shows the number of 
children per immigrant household living in Erie, PA 
and in the state of Pennsylvania. More than half of 
immigrant households in Erie, PA (67 percent) and in 
Pennsylvania (70 percent) do not have any children or 
only have one child.  

The table at the bottom right shows the top 3 
countries of birth among immigrant household heads 
living in Erie, PA and in the state of Pennsylvania. 
Compared to immigrant household heads in 
Pennsylvania, there are greater proportions of 
immigrant household heads in Erie, PA from Iraq (13 
percent), Bosnia (11 percent), and Ukraine (7 percent). 

Top 3 Countries of Birth among Immigrant Household Heads 
Living in Erie, PA and in the State of Pennsylvania  

Immigrant Household Heads  
in Erie, PA 

Immigrant Household Heads  
in Pennsylvania 

Country Percent Country Percent 

Iraq 13% India 9% 

Bosnia 11% China 6% 

Ukraine 7% Dominican Republic 6% 

All Other Countries (n=40) 69% All Other Countries (n=152) 79% 

Estimated Immigrant  
Household Head Population 

2,550 
Estimated Immigrant  
Household Head Population 

327,580 

Most Common World Region of Birth among  
Immigrants Living in Erie, PA 
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