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Dear Alumni,
As you receive this magazine, 

I will be approaching the com-
pletion of my first year as dean 
of the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences. Although 
the dean’s position is new to 
me, Mason is not. I arrived at 
Mason in 1984 and have seen 
tremendous changes since then, 

including the formation of this college, which was ably led 
for seven years by our founding dean, Jack Censer. I would 
be remiss if I didn’t start this letter by thanking him for his 
tremendous vision in establishing the college and the wis-
dom with which he ran it. I have inherited an incredible 
group of faculty and staff who are committed to making 
the Mason experience vibrant and rich for all students and 
alumni. 

I would also be remiss in not taking this opportunity 
to thank Dr. Peter Stearns for his service as provost over 
the last 14 years. Although I had admired Dr. Stearns for 
his administrative skill from a distance, in the past year 
I have had the chance to get to know him on a more per-
sonal level. As he prepares to step down from his position 
as provost, I can say that I will miss his warm humor (espe-
cially the puns), his strength as a leader, and his guidance. 
My consolation in going forward is that he will be staying 
with us as a member of the Department of History and Art 
History. 

As you will see in this issue, we continue to change 
our programs, with new degrees in creative writing and in 

writing and rhetoric. This year, we have also expanded our 
Global Politics Fellows program in Arlington, adding the 
Nonprofit Fellows, which is coordinated by faculty in New 
Century College. This step allows the program to serve 
more students, local businesses, government agencies, and 
nonprofit entities. 

This issue also highlights current and past students and 
the impact that our faculty has on the community, both 
inside and outside the university setting. I must say that 
one of the joys of my new position is the opportunity to 
meet students from all our programs, along with intrigu-
ing, successful alumni and faculty who make a difference 
through research, creativity, and commitment to Mason.

Not specifically featured in this issue but a large part of 
the past year has been the development of a set of college 
initiatives that build on the university’s new strategic plan. 
The college’s vision is to “teach, connect, transform” as a 
leader in liberal arts education, research, and community 
engagement. We hope to enrich the lives of our students 
by providing them with an education that prepares and 
challenges them to lead extraordinary professional lives in 
a global context. Thus, in the coming year, I will be work-
ing to invest in new activities that will contribute to these 
goals. I look forward to sharing them with you as we move 
forward together.

Yours in Patriot Pride,
Deborah A. Boehm-Davis

erratum

On page 3 of the 2013 Cornerstone, it is erroneously noted that James M. Buchanan, LLD (Hon.) ’87, 
distinguished professor emeritus of economics and advisory general director of the Center for Study of 
Public Choice, founded the center in 1983 while a professor at Virginia Tech and that he moved the center 
to George Mason University when he joined the faculty in 1986.

Professor Buchanan founded the center in 1957 while a professor at the University of Virginia, and 
named it the Thomas Jefferson Center for Studies in Political Economy. In 1969, while Buchanan was 
on the faculty of Virginia Tech, the center was reestablished at that university under its current name. 
Buchanan joined George Mason in 1983, and the center moved to Mason at that time.

Get involved  
with Chss!

chss.gmu.edu/
events

For college news
chss.gmu.edu/

articles

Follow dean Boehm-
davis on twitter

@CHssDean

Like the College of 
humanities and  
social sciences

www.facebook.
com/masonCHss

Questions? 
Comments? 

e-mail  
chssalum@gmu.edu
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new Programs

BFA in Creative Writing Prepares students  
for Futures in Writing

The goal of the program is to afford students the oppor-
tunity to write and think creatively while developing pro-
fessional writing skills that will add value to the workplace. 
The students will conduct independent research, partici-
pate in public service, engage in the globally related activi-
ties available through language courses at Mason and 
study abroad, and look toward their future careers.

“This program is geared toward students who are 
dedicated to the process, discipline, and craft of written 
expression,” says William Miller, MFA ’87, director of 
the program. “It is an excellent choice for an enthusiastic 
writer who wishes to fully develop his or her skills.” 

In fall 2013, Mason’s Department of English established 
a bachelor of fine arts degree in creative writing, one 

of only 30 creative writing BFA programs nationwide. 
Students in the program choose from three concentra-
tions: fiction, poetry, or nonfiction. 

The program is structured so that students will inten-
sively study courses in their selected genre and will also 
enhance their writing education with courses in digital 
writing and professional and technical writing. The BFA 
candidates are strongly advised to undertake an intern-
ship in a workplace that is a writing-intensive environment, 
and all students complete their degrees with a capstone 
and thesis course for which they compile and submit a 
portfolio of work.

new PhD Focuses on Writing and rhetoric

George Mason University’s doctoral program in writ-
ing and rhetoric, launched in fall 2013, offers its 

students an approach to persuasive and effective written 
communication that is based on theory and practice. It 
emphasizes rigorous, integrated study of rhetoric, technol-
ogy, culture, and research methodologies, and prepares 
its graduates for writing and teaching in 21st-century 
organizations. 

Students in the program are expected to bring to it their 
own experience as writers, teachers, or scholars, and to fol-
low a course sequence that builds on this previous experi-
ence. Graduates will be well-versed practitioners, ready to 
bring rhetorical and pedagogical expertise to 
•	 colleges	and	universities
•	 public	schools
•	 government	and	nonprofit	programs
•	 corporate	workplaces
•	 the	 broad	 public	 spheres	 crafted	 via	 the	 Internet	 and	

mass media

The program will prepare students to write, research, 
and teach with a deeper understanding of the intellectual 
and administrative tools that can enhance the work they 
do within industry, government, nonprofit organizations, 
universities, and public schools. They will be uniquely pre-
pared to teach and lead programs in areas such as writing 
program administration, writing across the curriculum, 
technical communication, and media studies. Industry 
and government will benefit from the availability of pro-
fessionals to conduct research, manage development, 
and analyze policy in the use of new communication 
technologies. 

“The doctorate in writing and rhetoric not only allows 
students to more deeply examine the elements of power-
ful communication, but lets them obtain a meaningful 
credential that positions them auspiciously in a competi-
tive workplace,” says Debra Lattanzi Shutika, MA English 
’93, professor and chair, Department of English. “We are 
pleased to offer this opportunity to our students.”

Cornerstone 3
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Fellows Programs Immerse students 
in Internships, Global experiences
By Anne Reynolds

Beginning in spring 2012, two departments and one 
center within the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences embarked on a program to capitalize on 

the Arlington Campus’s excellent facilities and proximity 
to Washington, D.C., and offer its students a form of intern-
ship immersion. The Departments of Global Affairs and 
Public and International Affairs joined together to develop 
the Global Politics Fellows (GPF) program, and the Center 
for Leadership and Community Engagement launched the 
Nonprofit Fellows program.

These programs, which combine school-year intern-
ships with courses that directly support the internship 
experience, give hard-working and motivated students the 
opportunity to take on the responsibilities of a focused 
internship semester with a small group of student peers.

Global politiCs fellows
The GPF program is open to juniors and seniors who are 

majoring in government and international politics or global 
affairs. A selectively chosen cohort of 20 to 30 students 
meets at the Arlington Campus to take part in classes that 
focus on the role of government in society in the United 
States and abroad. In addition to small classes that encour-
age active student discussion and the inclusion of guest 

speakers relevant to the program, the true hallmark of the 
program is its internship component.

Each student enrolls in three academic courses and one 
6-credit internship course for the semester. The academic 
courses are scheduled during two days of the week, allow-
ing students to participate in an internship for the other 
three days of the work week.

Intense internship assignments allow students to 
enhance their learning and work opportunities and make 
the interns even more of an asset to the host organization, 
explains Kristin Leonato, the GPF program coordina-
tor. Each student is responsible for finding his or her own 
internship, with support from the fellows program and 
Mason’s career center.

“Students learn how much they are really capable of dur-
ing their semester as a fellow,” says Leonato. “They leave the 
program more confident and better prepared for life after 
graduation and with lots of new connections to help them 
along the way.”

During the program’s first two semesters, students 
interned at high-profile government agencies and orga-
nizations, such as the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations, Human Rights Watch, the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee, C-SPAN, and the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center. They have taken part in lunch semi-
nars featuring speakers from government and nonprofits. 
Most important, they have benefited from sharing their 
experience with like-minded, motivated peers.

Jose Gonzales II was one of the first students to 
participate in the program when it launched in spring 
2013. He found the course work to be challeng-
ing, yet rewarding and reports that his favorite part 
of the experience was working with his classmates: 
“Having that interaction since it’s a small cohort, to 
really know everybody, and to get to work together. . .  
People are interested in the same things you are, it’s 
worthwhile.” 

Gonzales’s experience was rewarding in more than one 
way. His internship host, Just Consulting, hired him to 
continue working with the firm three days a week while 
he finishes his senior year. Gonzales plans to stay at Just 
Consulting after graduation, as well.

president Ángel Cabrera speaks to the Global politics fellows at their 
distinguished speaker series at the arlington Campus.

4 sPRInG 2014



Putra Kusdarman, a junior global affairs major, interns 
at the US Pan Asian American Chamber of Commerce 
Education Foundation, a national nonprofit organiza-
tion that promotes Asian American and minority-owned 
small businesses. During the spring 2014 semester, he has 
worked to build interest in a business conference planned 
for the summer. 

Kusdarman found that the experience has helped him 
“become more responsible and better at managing my 
time and money,” in part because of the commute from 
the Fairfax Campus to Arlington for classes and into the 
District for his internship. “Participating in this program is 
helping me kill four birds with one stone,” he says, “get an 
internship, fulfill my upper-division credits, complete my 
international development concentration credits, and learn 
what commuter life is like.” 

nonprofit fellows
The Nonprofit Fellows program takes place during the 

fall semester. As does GPF, the Nonprofit Fellows com-
prise a select group of students who combine three courses 
during the semester with a 6-credit internship. At the con-
clusion of the semester, the students earn a nonprofit stud-
ies minor.

“Global Politics Fellows is truly one of the most 

innovative programs we have launched. It serves 

as a bridge not only between college and career, 

but also between Mason campuses and the 

Washington metropolitan community.” 

—Lisa Breglia, director, Global Affairs Program

Cornerstone 5

the Global politics fellows pose with president Ángel Cabrera and program director Kristin leonato 
outside the arlington Campus.



food security agencies Highlighted in  
nonprofit fellows Curriculum

D.C. Central Kitchen prepares 5,000 meals per day and 
distributes them at little or no cost to 100 homeless shelters, 
transitional homes, and nonprofit organizations, and oper-
ates a culinary job training program for unemployed men and 
women. this is all part of their mission to use food as a means 
to strengthen bodies, empower minds, and build communities.

D.C. greens works through schools and communities to 
ensure that Washington, d.C., residents can afford fresh local 
fruits and vegetables. By boosting school gardens and farmers 
markets and supporting best practices at nonprofit organiza-
tions, d.C. Greens aims to improve the local food system for  
all Washington, d.C., residents.

Common good City farm is a demonstration site within  
the city that offers hands-on training in food production, 
healthy eating, and environmental sustainability. their goal  
is to welcome people who reflect the diversity of Washington, 
d.C., and help them to learn about healthy food, gain access  
to it, and exercise in the process of growing it.

martha’s table works on several levels to develop sustainable 
solutions to poverty through educational, recreational, and 
tutorial programs for youth; family support services includ-
ing provision of food and clothing; and working directly with 
nonprofit organizations and individual volunteers to empower 
them to help their neighbors.

The program was designed and launched by Mason 
professor Wendy Wagner, director of Mason’s Center for 
Leadership and Community Engagement. She identifies 
three main strengths to its approach:
•	 Close	 faculty	 collaboration	 ensures	 that	 topics	 across	

the courses flow together and integrate the internship 
experience into assignments and class discussions. 
Students find that the ability to discuss their internship 
experience in connection with their studies brings more 
meaning to both the classes and the internships. 

•	 The	cohort	arrangement	gives	students	 the	experience	
of small classes made up of highly motivated classmates 

in a close, supportive community. The shared experi-
ence lends itself to the formation of lasting friendships. 

•	 The	co-scheduled	classes	allow	students	to	take	part	in	
additional experiences outside their internships to cre-
ate a classroom truly integrated to the world. Between 
classes, the students benefit from a lunchtime speaker 
series. On one occasion the group took part in a full day 
of site visits in Washington, D.C., that concentrated on 
food insecurity. They visited nonprofits in the city that 
address that problem in different ways: research and 
policy analysis, education, urban farming, and serving 
meals to underserved populations. 
Students have interned at agencies and organizations 

such as Volunteer Fairfax, Special Olympics of Virginia, 
Our Daily Bread, FACETS, the American Association 
for Marriage and Family Therapy, and George Mason 
University Hillel. The length of the students’ internships 
allowed them to take charge of projects and make substan-
tial contributions to the work of their host organizations.

Jaqueline Blanchard is a senior integrative studies 
major with a concentration in international studies and 
minors in nonprofit studies and in consciousness and 
transformation. She spent her nonprofit fellows internship 
with ActionAid USA, an international nonprofit agency 
that fights poverty by addressing the effects of climate 
change, responding to natural disasters and international 
conflicts, assisting smallholder farmers around the world 
to augment the supply of food, and working for women’s 
rights.

Blanchard commends the organization’s human rights-
based approach; it works directly with the people and 
encourages the U.S. government to enact policies that sup-
port developing countries. She worked in many aspects 
of the organization’s mission, including speaking to con-
gressional staff about the Assessing Progress in Haiti Act 
of 2013. She assisted with marketing efforts and recruit-
ing students from around the world to take part in advo-
cacy courses presented by Global Platform, which teaches 
youth to become well-informed citizens who will drive 
social change.

Blanchard appreciated how the internship allowed 
her to “be in the middle of the D.C. nonprofit world” and 
hopes to continue her international philanthropy follow-
ing graduation in May.

Both of the Fellows programs serve their students, the 
employers providing the internships, and the commu-
nity. “I love my job,” says Leonato. “I have great students 
who are motivated to make positive changes in their local 
communities, in our country, and around the world. This 
program gives me the chance to introduce students to new 
career options and show professionals in various fields 
what wonderful students we have here at Mason.”
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opportunity and success  
through service
By Maria Seniw, BA Government and International Politics ’07

W hen Tuan Nguyen, BIS ’12 noticed that some  
 of his younger classmates were arriving late  
 to class or showing up with incomplete home-

work assignments, he wondered what was wrong with 
these kids. Then he realized he was just like them when he 
had first set foot in a college classroom years ago. 

Nguyen started studying information technology (IT) 
and computer science at the University of Virginia directly 
after high school, but he recognized he still needed some 
time to mature. Attracted to the discipline, camaraderie, 
and potential work experience, Nguyen enlisted in the 
Army National Guard in 1991 with the intention of serv-
ing for six years and earning educational benefits. Nguyen 
did not know what to expect by enlisting, but he promised 
to do his best and see where it led.

Nguyen is a noncommissioned officer in the Virginia 
Data Processing Unit supporting Army Cyber Command. 
His unit’s mission is to assess the Army’s web servers, 
ensuring they are secure and any information released 
does not provide enemies with insight. When he is not 
mobilized, Nguyen’s service schedule includes one week-
end a month and 15 days throughout the year. Nguyen is 
also the founder and president of Eminent Solutions Inc., 
an IT consulting firm. 

Throughout his career with the guard, Nguyen has 
gained a tremendous amount of IT training and educa-
tion. During his second mobilization (he is currently on 
his fourth), Nguyen expanded his education by complet-
ing an associate of science degree in IT from Northern 
Virginia Community College. He then took the next step 
of enrolling in George Mason University’s Bachelor of 
Individualized Study (BIS) program, an interdisciplinary 
concentration for adult learners working toward degree 
completion. This unique degree allowed Nguyen to design 
a curriculum based on military operations and IT.

Nguyen describes the BIS program as “rigorous. It’s 
fair and challenging but also gives you the flexibility of 
pursuing a degree that is helpful in your current career 
endeavors.” Faculty members are aware of each student’s 
needs, which vary significantly. Some BIS students arrive 
at orientation with a clear vision of what they want to 

study, whereas others need guidance creating a program 
that combines their work experience with their previous 
education. 

The BIS student population includes returning veter-
ans, people interested in a career change or advancement, 
or those seeking personal fulfillment. They all share a deep 
appreciation and desire for higher education, something 
Nguyen recognized more than two decades after start-
ing at the University of Virginia. Nguyen explains that 
BIS students have the benefit of life experiences and the 
knowledge that education is a privilege; this combination 
makes them more motivated to succeed. They are balanc-
ing work and family obligations, and many have been away 
from formal education for years. All these factors make 
them work harder.

Nguyen’s service quickly became a passion and now, 
after 20 years, he has earned the honor to retire but plans 
to stay with the guard while it remains fun and challeng-
ing. Since his guard service can be as brief as 39 days a 

year, he emphasizes the importance of treating each day 
as a job interview because there is so much weighing on 
each encounter. He says, “if you’re asked to show up two 
days a month, and you don’t, it shows and it’s a reflection 
on your reputation.” If Nguyen can improve a process or 
a system, or a younger soldier’s outlook, he believes these 
small pieces will have a larger outreach. 

Today Nguyen actively mentors younger soldiers, 
advising them on how to succeed in the military and trans-
late their skills to the civilian world. He reminds them that 
service provides soldiers the opportunity to succeed but 
work performance, character, knowledge, and skills still 
have to be earned. Nguyen has returned to the classroom 
and is currently pursuing his masters in management 
of secure information systems within George Mason’s 
School of Management. 

nguyen describes the BIs program as “rigorous. It’s fair  

and challenging but also gives you the flexibility of pursuing 

a degree that is helpful in your current career endeavors.” 

Cornerstone 7
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Alan Cheuse: A Close reading
By Anne Reynolds

A lan Cheuse has a book for you. More than one,  
 actually. 

There are the books that he has written: five nov-
els, four collections of short stories, one memoir, and 
a collection of travel essays. But if you recognize his 
name, or more particularly his voice, it may be because 
you heard it on NPR (formerly National Public Radio). 
NPR has dubbed him the “voice of books,” melliflu-
ously suggesting books by the hundreds to millions of 
people.

At George Mason University, students are privileged 
to avail themselves of Cheuse’s expertise and experi-
ence firsthand. As a University Professor and a faculty 
member in the English and creative writing programs, 
Cheuse has lent his literary acumen to the education of 
countless writers, critics, and readers in teaching them 
the craft and the business of writing well.

After earning a PhD in comparative literature, 
Cheuse taught at Bennington College, the University 
of Michigan, the University of the South, and the 
University of Virginia.

Throughout his teaching career, he has continually 
added to his body of written work, and his extension 
of this vocation informs his teaching. “The MFA in 
many ways is an editorial program for the students,” 
he explains, “more professional than the undergraduate 
program.” He appreciates that at Mason, he is able to 
“stay home and write and then bring that experience 
into one-on-one tutorials and into workshops and the 
literature classes.”

This experience is his distinct contribution to his 
curriculum: “It’s important to know, especially for the 
writing students, but also for the critics and the liter-
ary historians in training, what it’s like to make it work 
from the inside out.”

And Cheuse reads. “Reading is as much an expe-
rience as flying an airplane or serving in the military 
or raising a family or falling in love,” he says. “It’s a 
psychological reality. We read for entertainment, you 
know, say, Michael Crichton or Stephen King, which I 

do all the time. But you read Tolstoy or Dostoevsky or 
Saul Bellow or Joan Didion, that is both medicinal and 
philosophical—and also entertainment—or else you 
wouldn’t stick around.”

Even beyond entertainment, he explains, reading 
allows the reader “to know other minds of other people 
and you get the feel of life in other places, which you 
can’t possibly know in one lifetime. So it really increases 
your lifespan, in a way. And it makes real life—ordi-
nary life—a layered experience, where you have your 
everyday physical life that you move through, involv-
ing everything from sickness and health, happiness and 
sorrow, and everything that you read makes you under-
stand those things a lot more than if you don’t.”

Cheuse’s devotion to reading naturally bolsters his 
reviews and recommendations of books for others. In 
the earlier stages of his career, he worked from a pre-
scribed diet of reading material. “I started at a review 
service in New York, and they handed me one book a 
day and I just wrote about that, whatever it was, from a 
mystery to Eisenhower’s memoirs,” he says. “I had no 
choice at all. But you sort of tailor your abilities to that 
situation, and it showed me that I could, when I needed 
to, write quickly without too much damage.”

Now, with reviews appearing in the New York 
Times Book Review, the Los Angeles Times Book 
Review, Chicago Tribune, San Francisco Chronicle, 
Washington Post Book Review, Dallas Morning News, 
Baltimore Sun, USA Today, and elsewhere, the choice 
of material is his own. Since the 1980s, he has contrib-
uted to NPR’s All Things Considered program, where 
he has reviewed an impressive variety and volume of 
books.

“Where I am now,” he explains, “I can pretty much 
write about anything I want. And what I want fits into 
the plans of a radio show and a bunch of newspapers 
that I write for.”

With all that freedom to choose, how does he select 
a reading project? He doesn’t limit himself to just one: 
“[While recently] traveling through California, I read 
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three, four, five books that I’m now writing about. At my bedside, I have one 
book, and . . . at my desk, I have another book. There’s an ebb and flow, and I 
haven’t really thought about what I’m reading and not reading at any one time. 
It’s usually a couple, four, five, six at the same time. If I’m at home, whatever 
mood comes over me, I can find a book for that mood. If I’m traveling, I want 
to be sure that I have a bunch of things that definitely interest me. I get some of 
my best reading done that way.”

But at the heart of his teaching, reading, and reviewing, Cheuse remains a 
writer. During the spring semester of 2014, he is anticipating the publication of 
his fifth collection of short fiction, An Authentic Captain Marvel Ring. These 
short stories and novellas include elements of family, loss, and a nod to Moby 
Dick. Cheuse will be spending some time this spring traveling to promote the 
book but will also focus on the creation of a new novel.

And he will almost certainly find time to read. 

reading allows the reader “to know other minds of other people 

and you get the feel of life in other places, which you can’t possibly 

know in one lifetime. so it really increases your lifespan, in a way. 

and it makes real life—ordinary life—a layered experience.”

– alan Cheuse
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Coast to Coast, Community to Community
Mason’s Center for evidenCe-based CriMe poliCy tests  
new foCUs for Hot spot poliCinG

By Rashad Mulla, BA Communication ’11

In the 1982 book, The Criminology of Place, David 
Weisburd, Elizabeth R. Groff, and Sue-Ming Yang 
presented the results of a 16-year study of Seattle, 

Washington, that aimed to pinpoint causes of crime by 
studying geographic areas as small as street segments. 
The researchers found that half of Seattle’s crime occurs 
on about 5 percent of city streets, a finding that hatched 
Weisburd’s concept of hot spot policing.

 “When I began my career, most scholars believed that 
the police could not affect crime and that crime was the 
function of broad social problems that the police had no 
control over,” says Weisburd, the winner of the prestigious 
Stockholm Prize in Criminology in 2010. “A colleague and 
I decided that it wasn’t that the police couldn’t do anything 
about crime, it was that the police needed to change the 
way they worked.”

Armed with an educated hypothesis that crime was 
focused and concentrated in a few relatively small “hot 
spot” areas, Weisburd began his study with 110 hot spots 
in Minneapolis and then moved on to other cities. He 
found that crime levels varied, street by street, even in the 
most stigmatized neighborhoods. For example, 86 out 
of 24,000 streets in Seattle were responsible for most of 
the juvenile crime in the city. The findings were new and 

surprising to criminologists unaware of hot spot policing 
tactics. Soon, the Campbell Collaboration, the National 
Academy of Sciences, and other independent research 
review organizations began recognizing the legitimacy of 
hot spot policing.

Now, in 2014, the theory of hot spot policing is 
widely accepted and respected. This year, George Mason 
University’s Center for Evidence-Based Crime Policy 
(CEBCP), led by executive director Weisburd and dep-
uty director Charlotte Gill, returned to Seattle for a new 
emphasis in its study of hot spots. Now, the focus has 
evolved from crime analysis and solution to a deep, inten-
sive look at the origins of crime in two neighborhoods with 
notorious reputations.

Two current CEBCP projects—one funded by the 
U.S. Department of Justice and the other by the Bureau 
of Justice Assistance—focus on three hot spots of juve-
nile crime in West Seattle and five in Rainier Beach, 
Washington, in the southern part of the city. Both neigh-
borhoods are popularly known as dangerous and crime-
riddled, but as with Weisburd’s original findings, crime 
in these areas is concentrated to a few street blocks. These 
few streets essentially characterize the entire neighbor-
hood’s reputation.

The two projects focus on the social issues faced by 
youth in the area and aim to intervene before a crime is 
committed, rather than looking to the criminal justice 
objective of solving a crime afterward. In addition, the 
projects seek to avoid arrest-based methods and instead 
focus on community nourishment in the two neighbor-
hoods, using community members and leaders as com-
municators and recreation centers as local hangouts. As 
Weisburd and Gill note, evidence strongly suggests that 
criminal justice processing for juveniles can lead to a long-
term life of crime, so the two are determined to avoid that 
result.

“Crime prevention for juveniles requires a more sup-
portive environment for youth to flourish, rather than 
having rather heavy-handed police tactics,” Gill says. 

“Treatment for young people in a family setting has a bet-
ter result, and we’ve taken this idea and applied it to crime 
prevention.”
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The Seattle projects employ hot spot tactics, such as the 
monitoring of individual street blocks with high concen-
trations of crime. But as Gill noted, the idea has evolved. 
Hot spot research is useful for more than just policing; it 
can be used to identify a number of social ills, such as pov-
erty or gang activity, that could lead to crime. Researchers 
will spend the next few months trying to determine what 
aspects of a juvenile hot spot actually draw crime into the 
area.

“There has been a progression of hot spot research, 
from crime policing to its driving social factors,” Gill says. 

“What kind of structural, geographical, and social features 
drive crime in those hot spots?”

Seattle’s local leadership had an intense interest in 
answering this question and helped the CEBCP grants 
take off. Mariko Lockhart, director of the Seattle Youth 
Violence Prevention Initiative, works with community-
based agencies in various neighborhoods to mobilize resi-
dents and advocate for 1,500 youth in the city. Lockhart 
saw an opportunity to further an already existing partner-
ship with the CEBCP, as her goals matched those of the 
center. She was directly involved in the process that saw 
the Department of Justice award Seattle with the almost $1 
million Byrne Criminal Justice Innovation Grant.

“Seattle has a very strong engagement process with our 
neighborhoods,” Lockhart says. “So the Rainier Beach 
neighborhood had already undertaken a comprehensive 
neighborhood planning process, and public safety was 
one of the key components of it. They had included in this 
plan that they wanted to work the Seattle Youth Violence 
Prevention Initiative and that they wanted to focus on hot 
spot policing. It just seemed that all the stars were aligned 
for us to come together.”

Lockhart and the CEBCP, as well as the Department 
of Justice grant itself, stressed the non-arrest objective. 
Lockhart had previously worked with youth in Newark, 
New Jersey, and she, as have many others from the Seattle 
team working on the grant, believes that to reduce crime 
in a sustainable way, there must be prevention and inter-
vention strategies, rather than a heavy police crackdown. 

“There has to be a way to intervene before a crime hap-
pens,” she says.

From her vantage point as projects coordinator for 
the Seattle Neighborhood Group, Barb Biondo finds 
the Rainier Beach project to be a smart way to allocate 
resources and cure some of the lasting causes of youth 
crime in the area. 

“We want to know what’s wrong with a certain neigh-
borhood. Over the past 20 years, there have been new 
schools, new kids, new community centers, and new busi-
nesses, so why has crime persisted over these decades?” 

Michael davis, former Chief of Police in Brooklyn 

Park and now the director of public safety at 

northeastern university, finds that community 

members are of the utmost importance in creating 

neighborhoods.

 

the Bureau of Justice 

Assistance awarded david 

Weisburd, Charlotte Gill, and 

Alese Wooditch a $700,000 

grant to undertake a research 

project on community 

involvement and collective 

efficacy in Brooklyn Park, 

Minnesota, crime hot spots.

“If you do take responsibility for your 

community and take the time to know  

and build a relationship with your neighbor, 

and you have a common interest in making 

this place the best it can be, that can really 

turn the tide of your neighborhood. 

“I believe there is a nexus between 

communities with a low level of collective 

efficacy, high levels of crime, and low levels  

of voter turnout.”

– Michael Davis
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she says. “Why is this area a hot spot, and why are crimes 
not occurring three blocks north of here?”

Those on the frontlines in Rainier Beach continually 
talk to the individuals living and working in the commu-
nity and look at the physical blocks and environmental 
conditions. They hope to gather information over the next 
few months that will help educate them on possible recom-
mendations and intervention strategies.

“What we’re doing here is saying that we know it’s a 
crime hot spot, so that tells us that there is a higher amount 
of crime occurring there than in other areas,” Biondo says. 

“But this is only a sliver of the story. We know that the peo-
ple that know the community live there, work there, own 
businesses there, and catch the bus there. We are working 
side by side, but they are the ones that are leading and fill-
ing in the gaps about the knowledge of these places and 
helping us think through some of the risk factors.”

Gill takes it a step further, recognizing that community 
members are invaluable to the solution.

“Community cohesion can be the ultimate form of pro-
tection from crime in the area,” she says. “Without com-
munity support and recognition, the community buy-in 
will not be there, and that’s really important in realizing 
how the crime prevention can continue.”

As the researchers, along with Seattle community lead-
ers and local officials, have looked to the community in an 
effort to establish hot spot crime prevention, a major shift 
has been in asking the police department to reevaluate, or 
at least stand back and refocus, its patrol tactics and level 
of interpersonal involvement.

Captain Jim Dermody, narcotics section commander 
in the Seattle Police Department, previously redeployed 
officers based on recommendations and research from 
the CEBCP. Now, he underscores the role of community 
involvement and its importance in solving and, more 
important, preventing crime in hot spots.

“I think [community involvement] is one of the keys 
to sustaining positive public safety outcomes and a better 
quality of life in a particular neighborhood or on a particu-
lar block face,” Dermody says. “Successful neighborhood 
turnarounds, small, medium, and large, are rarely success-
ful without some level of community involvement and 
investment, in my opinion as a practitioner.”

Seattle’s neighborhood configuration allows residents 
to look out for one another, says Clark Kimerer, assis-
tant chief and a 31-year veteran of the Seattle Police 
Department. It’s that ethos, he says, that will allow 
researchers and practitioners to unlock a lot of doors. 

“At the very basic level, police cannot single-handedly 
establish the acceptable level of public safety in the neigh-
borhood,” Kimerer says. “Neighborhoods have to be  

In April 2014, the Campbell 

Collaboration announced that it will 

award its 2014 Robert Boruch Award  

to david Weisburd, based on his use  

of evidence-based policy in the areas  

of criminology and policing.

the annual award, named for one  

of the earliest advocates for the  

use of randomized experiments  

to inform decision-making in public 

policy areas, recognizes an individual who has made a notable 

contribution to research on social interventions that advance 

public policy.

the Campbell Collaboration, in its award announcement, 

notes that Weisburd’s work on policing based on the role  

of place — not people — as a focus of crime prevention  

has demonstrated the effectiveness of this approach. the 

collaboration also lauds Weisburd’s contributions to the  

work of evidence-based organizations. the awards ceremony 

will take place in June 2014 in Belfast, northern Ireland.

Map depicting crime hot spots in the seattle area, from 
The Criminology of  Place,  david weisburd, elizabeth r. 
Groff, and sue-Ming yang (1982).
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muscular in their ability to look out for their own and take 
care of each other.”

Weisburd, armed with supporting research from these 
projects, hypothesizes that hot spot policing combined 
with community involvement will be instrumental in 
unlocking the secrets to juvenile crime prevention. To 
illustrate, he offers an anecdote of a trip to Israel.

“During the Rosh Hashanah holiday, I was sitting in the 
back of a bus, next to a group of kids who looked like they 
were trying not to behave,” Weisburd says. “There was an 
old man walking through the bus and giving everyone 
incense. I was worried as he walked to the back of the bus. 
He gave the kids incense . . . and they kissed his hands!”

“I might have thought that they were up to no good, but 
this man exhibited a level of informal guardianship over 
them. In places that have high poverty and high levels of 
social disorganization, there are low levels of collective 
efficacy. This program is aimed at increasing the level of 
involvement within the community. If we can do that, we 
achieve a great deal.”

sCHool eMpHasis offiCer proGraM

the City of seattle awarded Charlotte Gill, Kirsten hutzell, and the university of 

Maryland’s denise Gottfredson a $100,000 grant to evaluate the seattle Police 

department’s school emphasis Officer program, which places in schools police officers 

who are specially selected for their interest in working with youth.

Weisburd and Gill hail the Seattle projects as a logical 
progression of hot spot research. Once it was determined 
that small areas produce the majority of crime in a city, 
there would need to be a solution to prevent the crime, 
rather than solve it. In this way, Seattle has embraced hot 
spot policing, from its early days as part of Weisburd’s 
16-year study to its latest iteration of finding hot spot social 
ills.

Kimerer believes that Seattle’s relationship with the 
CEBCP has yielded positive results and, more important, 
is a partnership that many police departments and aca-
demic centers and departments need to emulate.

“We really have taken David’s early theories to heart,” 
Kimerer says. “Namely, practitioners and the academic 
community have to be in a healthier and a more open rela-
tionship. David exerted quite distinguished leadership in 
saying that we needed to be in the service of the needs of 
the practitioner. It is precisely that type of relationship 
that will yield the best results.”
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Notes from the Field: MeAsurInG IMPACt
George Mason University boasts a variety of scholars with expertise in a wide range of fields. We asked College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences faculty and students, how do you measure the impact of your own work?

Keith Clark, 
associate 
professor, 
english

Since coming 
to the Department 
of English in 1993 
to begin my career, my scholarship has 
focused on African American litera-
ture, foregrounding issues related, but 
not limited, to African American male 
representation through the lenses of 
gender theory, masculinity studies, 
and queer theory. These concerns are 
treated extensively in two publications: 
Black Manhood in James Baldwin, Ernest 
J. Gaines and August Wilson (University 
of Illinois Press, 2002) and The Radical 
Fiction of Ann Petry (Louisiana State 
University Press, 2013).

I strive to spotlight the richness of 
the African American literary tradition, 
which until the late 1970s had failed 
to receive the scholarly, academic, and 
popular attention it merits. While many 
have at least heard of heralded authors 
such as Wilson, less attention has been 
paid to authors deserving wider critical 

attention, such as Petry and Gaines. The 
intended impact of this scholarship is 
to show that well-known authors, such 
as Wilson, imagined nuanced ways of 
thinking about masculinity in their 
works, while the relatively unknown 
Petry also complicated masculine repre-
sentation in her novels The Street (1946) 
and The Narrows (1953).

I am especially invested in trumpet-
ing the importance of Petry. The first 
African American woman to publish a 
novel that would sell a million copies, 
she still has not received the attention 
she and her work deserve. Ultimately, 
in addition to these scholarly objec-
tives, I strive to convey the salience of 
African American literature beyond the 
Ivory Tower. To this end, I’ve lectured 
at libraries throughout the state, taught 
courses to retirees here at Mason, and 
spoken to local high school students. 
My overall aim is to help illumine a 
luminous African American literary 
heritage, both in its own right and as 
symbiotically connected to the broader, 
multihued American literary tradition.

afra ahmad, ba ’08, Ma ’12, phd 
Candidate, psychology

My primary research interests are 
diversity issues in the workplace. I’m 
interested in how employees with 
invisible identities, such as religious 
affiliation, manage that particular aspect 
of their identity in the workplace and 
what some consequences of disclosure 
decisions may be. We conducted experi-
mental field research on the real-world 
experiences of job applicants identifying 
as Christian, Jewish, and Muslim, and 
examined the level of interpersonal 
discrimination they received from retail 
store managers based on their level of 
religious disclosure. 

This research will help employees 
from various backgrounds understand 
the benefits and consequences of bring-
ing their religious identity to work. In 
addition, since religion is one of the 
protected classes under the Civil Rights 
Act, managers will be more aware of how 
they react to employees from different 
religious backgrounds and ideally work 
toward an equitable work environment. 
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peter pober, 
distinguished 
service professor, 
Communication

It’s all about 
the process. 
Engagement and 
the application of knowledge are crucial 
for impact. Never teach to the expected 
level of understanding. Always presume 
the capacity to comprehend at much 
higher levels. I teach semiotics in a 
100-level class, Foucault and Derrida 
in a 200-level, and ask students in my 
300-level to apply Phaedrus and Lacan 
to their everyday world experience. They 
can and they do. 

I expect my graduate students each 
semester to become scholars on a 
demographic they previously have never 
studied. Many have become renowned 
researchers who have impacted the 
world in recognizable ways. One 
graduate student chose to study the 
genesis of AIDS rhetoric in southern 
Africa and went on to lead some of 
the most successful HIV and AIDS 
awareness campaigns on the continent. 
One undergraduate chose to study 
the impact of secondhand smoke on 
children and, after graduating at the top 
of his Harvard Law class, successfully 
litigated one of the largest settlements 
in history. One of my Forensics Team 
students studied the negative effects 
of abstinence-only sex education, was 
influential in changing the curriculum 
of one of the largest school districts in 
the United States, and went on to testify 
before Congress. I measure my impact 
by their impact. It’s all about the process, 
what we learn together and how it can 
impact the world around us.

angie Hattery, 
director, women 
and Gender 
studies program

One of the 
areas in which I 
do a great amount 
of research is intimate partner vio-
lence (IPV). As any researcher does, I 
certainly hope that my research affects 
the way other scholars think about and 
investigate IPV; however, I believe my 
greatest impact can be with two other 
groups: practitioners and students.

Practitioners, those who work in 
the trenches delivering much needed 
services to victims and interventions 

for abusers, rarely have the time or 
resources to conduct research and ana-
lyze this research through a theoretical 
lens. Often, what I have identified in 
my research matches with their sense 
of things; my work can provide the 
statistics and framework they need to 
demonstrate their worthiness to poten-
tial funding agencies.

As far as students go, the highest risk 
for experiencing certain forms of IPV, 
especially stalking, is during high school 
and college. By bringing my research, 
especially my discussion of the early 
warning signs, into the classroom, I am 
able to provide tools to women and men 
as they evaluate their own relationships 
and the relationships of their friends. If I 
can help even one woman each semester 
detect an early warning sign and leave 
a potentially dangerous relationship, 
then my work has been worth it. If I can 
help one man each semester understand 
more about how to be a partner in a 
healthy relationship, then I know my 
work improves people’s relationships 
and lives.

abigail Hall, Ma ’13, phd  
Candidate, economics

I measure the success of my work 
in two distinct ways. My first aim is to 
provide productive input into the work 
of other scholars. My work is successful 
if, in its development and dissemination, 
it is a catalyst for others’ work, provides 
a perspective scholars find relevant to 
their research, or provides a challenge 
to their perspective. Successful work is 
that which contributes to and advances 
academic discourse.

The second way in which I mea-
sure success is through my students. 
Bringing research into the classroom 
and discussing its contents can be a pow-
erful tool. If my work allows students to 
better understand material or become 
interested in economic questions and 
the economics way of thinking, then 
I am indeed successful. Productive 
research is that which not only moves 
discussion forward among scholars, but 
also draws individuals into a discipline. 
Hearing students say, “I’d never thought 
about this issue this way,” or, “This 
really helped me understand,” is an 
overwhelming achievement. My work is 
successful if it encourages my students 
to actively study and question the world 
around them.

lisa breglia, 
director, Global 
affairs program

After years of 
working as a cul-
tural anthropolo-
gist with fishing 
communities affected by intensive 
offshore oil drilling on Mexico’s Yucatan 
Peninsula, one thing I know for certain 
is that impact can be measured in multi-
ple ways. Through my research, I learned 
that the impact of oil drilling on the 
everyday lives of coastal residents did 
not always show itself in headline-gener-
ating, million-barrel spills. Rather than 
showing itself as a single, devastating oil 
slick on a white sand beach, the impact 
of oil on the environment, communities, 
and how they make their livelihoods is 
sometimes silent and invisible. But with-
out a doubt these other effects—on air 
quality, on the kinds and amounts of fish 
and shellfish captured, and on health 
and well-being—is long term, cumula-
tive, and just as detrimental. Long-term 
ethnographic research in communities 
on Mexico’s Gulf Coast allows me to 
understand how ordinary people under-
stand and respond to those deep impacts 
that fail to make the headlines.

George Mason University’s Positive Impact
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I’m With the Band
Mason’s Green MaCHine iMpaCts stUdents 
and tHe CoMMUnity tHroUGH MUsiC

By Anne Reynolds

W here were you in 2006? For George Mason  
 University men’s basketball fans, it was a  
 big year. It was the year the sports-watching 

nation saw the Patriots come from virtually nowhere to 
stride across the national stage of the NCAA Tournament’s 
Final Four. That unlikely run gave the Mason community 
an immense shot of pride and identity, and a new reason to 
swagger.

But after the madness of March came and went, taking 
the 2005-06 school year with it, another change came to 
George Mason, bringing with it identity, pride, and, yes, 
swagger. But this change was musical in nature.

When Mason’s director of athletic bands, Michael 
“Doc Nix” Nickens, arrived at the university a few months 
later, he found a pep band but not the musical powerhouse 
Green Machine that entertains basketball fans these days. 

“When I showed up, there was a student-run group 
called the Mason Pep Band, and it was mostly made up of 
music majors. There may have been one or two non-majors 
in the group,” says Nickens. 

Size was a problem. The earlier pep band was small, not 
much larger than the 30 members that NCAA regulations 
allow to play at basketball events. Maintaining the pep 
band’s numbers so close to the requirement meant that 
almost all the band’s members needed to be available for 
games. 

One of Nickens’s first changes was to open up the mem-
bership. The music majors who had made up the majority 
of the pep band soon found themselves with students from 
all over the university, sometimes playing instruments not 
traditionally seen in sports arenas. Violins, oboes, DJs, 
singers, rappers, and even a harp now lend themselves to 
the Green Machine’s unique sound. “It definitely causes 
some practical challenges,” says Nickens, “but I’d rather 
just get up for those and solve them than exclude some-
body who has passion or even just curiosity. Inclusive is 
really important, really important to me.”

Nickens estimates that as many as 60 to 70 percent of 
the Green Machine’s members are not College of Visual 
and Performing Arts majors. Nevertheless, they do not 
take their roles lightly. “Even though I am talking about 
non-majors, that doesn’t mean they aren’t committed 
musicians. They just haven’t enrolled in a [music] degree 
program, and some of our best performers in that group 
aren’t [working toward a music] degree at all. But they very 
much identify themselves as musicians. Included in those 
ranks are students from the College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences.”

Keandra Diamond, working toward a BS in psychol-
ogy, finds that participating in the Green Machine pro-
vides a safe haven in her busy days of study. Having been 
a musician for nearly eight years before coming to Mason, 
Diamond appreciates the “enthusiasm, support, and tal-
ent” of her band mates. “I strongly believe that music is 
life,” she says, “and without the Green Machine, I would be 
out of my normal environment.”

“It empowers me,” says Diamond, “and having a stu-
dent body that stands behind us makes it a truly spectacu-
lar experience.” 

Sophomore criminology, law and society major Sarah 
Pineda finds that her involvement with the band has tied 
her to the entire university community in unexpected 
ways: 

“I’ve had the opportunity to attend many school events 
like basketball games where the crowd can depend on us 
to spread school spirit through the music we play. Doc Nix 
and the rest of the band create such an infectious energy 
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at every gig that it’s almost a privilege to be a part of the 
experience . . . It’s an honor to see how incoming and cur-
rent students, as well as alumni take pride in what we do, 
not only within the school but also beyond.”

Pineda credits the Green Machine with giving her the 
chance to participate in important university events such 
as President Ángel Cabrera’s 2013 inauguration, the fall 
premiere open house for prospective students, the spring 
preview for admitted students, and winter graduation. 
Though she initially joined the group solely to continue 
with music while focusing on her studies, she now consid-
ers it her “second family.”

Senior history major Paul Bernfield found that his 
participation in the Green Machine has made him an 
identifiable part of the Mason experience for other peo-
ple. “Everyone knows me as the drummer for the Green 
Machine,” he says. “I’ll see basketball players on campus, 
and they’ll recognize me, which is always a trip. I once did 
a gig for a friend who’s a high school director and when 
I was done, two parents came up to me and told me how 
great I was with the Green Machine. I always wear a Dr. 
Seuss hat [during performances] and a girl that I had just 
met saw my hat in my car and yelled excitedly, ‘You’re hat 
guy!’” All of this, he says, “made me realize that being a 
part of the Green Machine isn’t just playing for basketball 
games or for Mason events, it’s being a leader in a commu-
nity and inspiring others.”

Sophomore criminology, law and society major  

Sarah Pineda finds that her involvement with  

the band has tied her to the entire university  

community in unexpected ways.
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Carol Bentley, a criminology, law and society major 
with a minor in forensic science, appreciates how working 
with the band has allowed her to reclaim the enjoyment 
she’d had playing piccolo, an activity she had not been 
able to pursue in her earlier years at Mason. “I really only 
intended to join the Green Machine and see how that went 
last semester,” she says, “but I ended up also rushing the 
band service fraternity Kappa Kappa Psi. So with joining 
Green Machine and creating that family, I also got another 
family, my new brothers.” 

Along with the family (and local fame) that these stu-
dents describe, Nickens feels their involvement benefits 
them in ways more directly related to their academic life. 
One of those benefits is learning to take on challenges.

“Sometimes we do things that are very difficult,” 
Nickens says. “I ask a lot of that band. The most difficult 
things we do, I can’t even believe we pull them off.” Though 
entry to the band is fairly accessible (while those who play 
certain instruments must audition, most of the musicians 

are free to play if they have musical experience), Nickens’s 
musical standards are high, and the musical choices are 
ambitious.

“Sometimes that means I’ll tell you what we’re going to 
do and you [think ‘that’s] impossible!’ And sometimes I’ll 
tell you what we’re about to do and you have no concept 
of what I’m even saying. And then all of a sudden you find 
yourself doing it. There’s a charge from both of those. I love 
destroying people’s doubt, and a lot of times I don’t even 
know if it’s possible myself, but we’ve had so much success 
that I think, ‘Of course we’re going to try.’”

One reason this works, stresses Nickens, is teamwork. 
“Even if I have lots of musicians who aren’t committed at 
the highest levels, they probably have someone sitting next 
to them that is. So any questions they might have can eas-
ily be answered, or they might not even have to ask, but 
they can just see it done in a way that they want to do it, and 
you’re going to be able to find your way to it, now that you 
can see with your own eyes.”

And it obviously all comes together. In September 
2013, BleacherReport.com, an online sports reporting 
site, named the “full throttle” Green Machine the “most 
entertaining pep band in college basketball,” and the 
Washington Post has noted that the Green Machine boosts 
the profile of the whole university. 

Nickens hopes to spread that profile even further 
with Mason’s entry into the Atlantic 10 conference this 
year. As he looked forward to the A10 Championships 
at the Barclays Center in Brooklyn, New York, in March, 
Nickens planned to bring the whole complement of the 
Green Machine.

Only 30 band members were allowed to perform dur-
ing the tournament, but most of the band went to New 
York and played in other places around the area, including 
high schools in Long Island and Connecticut, where the 
band was invited by Mason alumni who teach there. 

“And they’ve probably never, well, no one’s ever seen a 
group like us,” Nickens says.

This outreach reflects the fact that the Green Machine 
is not a pep band just for music majors or for basketball fans 
or even for all of the musicians who love to be a part of it. 

“I start with the belief that the band belongs to the 
entire community, belongs to everybody,” says Nickens. 
“Everyone in the high schools, everyone in the seats, 
everyone who comes into contact with us, somehow it’s 
their band.”
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Alumna “Links” education to  
Golf World success
By Maria Seniw, BA Government and International Politics ’07

Elisa Gaudet, BA English ’90, came to George 
Mason University with aspirations of becoming 
an overseas correspondent. She was attracted to 

George Mason’s proximity to Washington, D.C., and its 
diverse student body. Her life on campus included being 
coxswain for the varsity club rowing team, working as an 
ROTC aerobics instructor, and minoring in art history. 
Gaudet would eventually use the writing and creative 
skills she learned at Mason, but not as an overseas corre-
spondent. Instead, her career took some unexpected turns.

Gaudet’s parents felt her dream might be too hard to 
attain, and her father preferred that she study business 
over the liberal arts. Gaudet began a master’s program 
in business, international policy, and history at Stanford 
University. After two semesters, she found that she wanted 
a more substantial business education. She applied to 
George Washington University’s MBA program and 
was accepted, but chose to defer and satisfy her strong 
wanderlust. 

Gaudet moved to Los Angeles to start a modeling 
career. She pragmatically gave herself three months to 
find an agent and book a photo shoot or return to graduate 
school. She quickly signed with Abrams Artists Agency 
and began working on international contracts. For Gaudet 
modeling was an opportunity to see the world. She spent 
eight summers in Spain, four months in Tokyo, and four 
months in Cape Town. As a result, she learned Spanish by 
immersion and was in South Africa when Nelson Mandela 
was president. 

After her modeling career, she worked for the Latin 
Golf Tour. While in Argentina, she met an executive with 
the PGA Tour who offered her a position running the 
EMC World Cup of Golf in Mexico. She spent the next 18 
months planning the large-scale golf event, an experience 
she calls her MBA.

Next, she launched Executive Golf International, a 
strategic marketing and consulting firm that promotes 
golf and golf-related products. After eight years, she was 
inspired to write Two Good Rounds. In this lighthearted 
book, Gaudet interviewed 36 of the world’s top golfers  

and asked them to share their favor-
ite drinks, “nineteenth holes,” and 
hole-in-one memories. Her aim was 
to bring out each player’s personal-
ity and create a connection between 
the amateur and the professional 
golfer. Gaudet’s next book, Two 
Good Rounds—Superstars, asked 
54 of the world’s top athletes the 
same questions about their golf 
game. Her third book, Two Good 
Rounds—Titans, will focus on 
elite business leaders who own golf 
courses. 

Gaudet’s larger mission is to 
create a lifestyle resource for golf 
enthusiasts. Because, as she says, 
“many people enjoy golf, live on 
golf courses even if they don’t play,” 
Gaudet sees an opportunity to do 
for golf what Martha Stewart did 
for home design. She admits that 
any woman working in a field dominated by men will face 
unique frustrations, but she balances innovation with 
tradition. 

Looking back, Gaudet did not become the overseas 
correspondent she dreamed of, but her life experiences 
were similar. With a laugh, she advises not always to listen 
to your parents. The student experience is a time to experi-
ment, take classes out of pure interest, and then, when pos-
sible, take chances to experiment later in life. 

Gaudet feels blessed to have spent time with so many 
different cultures, a goal she traces back to her time at 
Mason. She has visited numerous countries around the 
world and in many situations found herself the only 
American. On a visit to Tunisia, Gaudet rode a camel 
down the 18th fairway, which she describes as her favorite 
golf memory. 

She demonstrates that life is like a round of golf: We 
may not always hit it straight, but sometimes we get a much 
cooler shot. 
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Bringing Generations of Music to Life
By Anne Reynolds

M urphy Hicks Henry, MAIS ’99,  
 has led a musical life. Her love  
 of bluegrass, combined with 

a strong sense of fairness, has led her to tell 
the stories of women pioneers in bluegrass 
and open the genre for the next generation of 
female artists.

Raised in northern Georgia on a musical 
diet of piano lessons and a background in 
ukulele and guitar, Murphy was a pre-med 
student at the University of Georgia in the 
early 1970s when she attended her first blue-
grass festival in Lavonia, Georgia.

The festival was a decisive juncture in 
Murphy’s life and career. It was here, she 
explains, that she was “bitten by the bug.” 
She has never looked back. She switched her 
university major to food science and com-

pleted her studies; met and married her husband, mando-
lin player Red Henry; and started playing banjo. Then, “at 
the tail end of the folk boom,” she joined her first bluegrass 
band, Betty Fisher and the Dixie Bluegrass Band, as a bass 
player. 

Her musical career has spanned more than 40 years. 
Murphy learned to play banjo from the banjo player in the 
Dixie Bluegrass Band and soon began playing the instru-
ment in another band, Lowcountry. With Red, Murphy 
formed the band Red and Murphy, and recorded seven 
albums from 1976 through 1985.

Murphy has also become a successful music instruc-
tor, creating and teaching the Murphy Method of playing 
banjo, mandolin, guitar, fiddle, bass, Dobro, and ukulele 
to thousands of students around the world. The key to the 
Murphy Method, she says, is to teach students solely by 
ear, with no reliance on paper music. “Bluegrass is impro-
visational music,” she says. “You need to train your ear.”

She began teaching the Murphy Method in the early 
1980s. Initially, she taught the classes in person and on 
cassette tapes then on videos and now on DVDs. The busi-
ness remains a family affair, with husband Red handling 
the engineering and daughter Casey, also a musician, tak-
ing care of the downloads. Murphy and Casey teach at her 

studio in Winchester, Virginia, and offer camps and jam 
sessions for local students. The jam sessions are among her 
favorite teaching activities because they allow the class to 
“become a community, become a family.” 

A recent addition to the camp offerings is a weeklong 
all-women’s banjo session, which surprised Murphy with 
a completely different atmosphere. Where the coed camps 
tended to attract mainly middle-aged men, the women-
only camps had a much wider age range, from 12-year-olds 
to 70-year-olds. She combined less-experienced campers 
with more seasoned players and found that the more expe-
rienced musicians worked to help the newer ones. Henry 
noticed that they were “supportive and generous; patient, 
not competitive.”

“I love teaching,” says Murphy. “I am always trying to 
actively find a better way to teach.”

In the 1990s, Murphy’s music students included the 
late George Mason University professor Michael Kelley 
and his wife, Robin. They planted the idea of Murphy 
returning to school for a master’s degree, and in summer 
1995, she enrolled. Her studies for her master of interdis-
ciplinary studies degree, with a concentration in women’s  
and gender studies, were shaped in large part by her experi-
ence in the world of bluegrass.

In September 1993, Murphy attended the International 
Bluegrass Music Association awards show with her banjo-
playing, then 15-year-old daughter. As part of the pro-
gram, the organizers introduced a band of five young male 
musicians, the Bluegrass Youth All-Stars, and pronounced 
them “the future of bluegrass music.” Murphy says that she 
was apoplectic at the lack of female players and the char-
acterization. When the show’s organizers explained that 
they had tried and failed to find a young woman to be part 
of the group, she resolved to raise awareness of the women 
in the bluegrass community.

Murphy began to construct a database and developed it 
into a quarterly newsletter, Women in Bluegrass, which she 
published from 1994 to 2003. During this time, she was 
busy fulfilling the requirements of her master’s degree, all 
while teaching music and playing. She wrote her master’s 
thesis on Sally Ann Forrester, whom Murphy terms, “by 
definition, the first woman in bluegrass,” Forrester played 
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with bluegrass pioneer Bill Monroe and the Blue Grass 
Boys from 1943 to 1946. Murphy’s thesis on Forrester 
became the first chapter of her 2013 book, Pretty Good for 
a Girl: Women in Bluegrass.

The book is a comprehensive history about women 
bluegrass recording artists. It is divided by decades, begin-
ning with the 1940s, which were the early days of bluegrass 
music as a distinctive genre. Murphy continues through 
the 1990s and beyond, recounting the stories of more 
than 70 female performers or group acts. In addition to 
Forrester, Murphy introduces the reader to Rose Maddox, 
the Stonemans, Gloria Belle, and Hazel and Alice. More 
current artists, such as Alison Krauss, Rhonda Vincent, 
and the Dixie Chicks, are also included. 

Murphy’s eight years of thorough research for the book 
consisted of extensive scrutiny of Bluegrass Unlimited, a 
monthly magazine dedicated to the genre; interviews with 
the artists; and “going to the music of the women”—sim-
ply listening to their songs. Through her book, she brings 
to life fascinating portraits of a collection of women with 
whom she shares a profession, passion, and heritage.

Through her book, Murphy brings to life  

fascinating portraits of a collection  

of women with whom she shares a  

profession, passion, and heritage.

The book ends with the note that its focus is limited 
to women recording artists, and not those who were pri-
marily singer-songwriters, or who handled the business 
of music for other musicians, or the women who write and 
publish about bluegrass. Murphy limits her study mainly 
to women who recorded music, because of the accessibility 
of information about them. Though she laments the neces-
sity of leaving out the women musicians who delivered 
their music primarily through live radio shows and per-
sonal appearances, she has a remarkable catalogue of per-
formers. She describes a world of musicians who struggle 
to be heard and appreciated.

By introducing the lives and music of these women 
pioneers, “bring[ing] their stories to the table,” and intro-
ducing and training the next generation of women in blue-
grass, Murphy Henry is ensuring that these voices will be 
heard, appreciated, and serve as the foundation for blue-
grass music for future generations.
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The 50 Hours in Yara Mowafy’s Day
By Rashad Mulla, BA Communication ’11

Cornerstone magazine had the pleasure of inter-
viewing senior Yara Mowafy during the spring 
2014 semester. Mowafy is majoring in global 

affairs and minoring in Arabic and conflict analysis and 
resolution. She and Jordan Bivings, a senior conflict 
analysis and resolution major, recently gained univer-
sity and media recognition for their roles as co-founders 
of the Student Meal Assistance Fund at George Mason 
University. The fund provides meal vouchers to students 
in need.

Mowafy discussed the origins of and day-to-day opera-
tion of the fund, her packed schedule, her academic career, 
internships, and much more.

on the origins of her work with  
homelessness on campus . . . 

In one class, I was assigned to talk about something I 
was passionate about, and in another class, I was supposed 
to write a paper about something that would change the 
world. Using these opportunities, I began to research 
unused meal plans on campus. 

FACETS (an organization in Fairfax serving those 
in need) told me that there were homeless Mason stu-
dents going there for meals and shelter, and we found in 
our research that there were about 30 students who were 
homeless on campus, and those were only the ones who 
reported themselves as such. 

My initial idea was to donate unused meal plans to 
homeless shelters. In the process, I contacted several peo-
ple who referred me to Jordan. I met her and found out that 
she had been trying to do the same thing but for a year lon-
ger than I had. She had an organization on campus called 
Mason Meals. Meanwhile, I had started a [meal sharing] 
petition that received 3,000 signatures from faculty, staff, 
students, and alumni, and then gained the support of 
Student Government. 

on the student Meal assistance fund . . . 
It is a donation-based fund, and vouchers are distrib-

uted to students on a strictly confidential basis. As of 
March we raised nearly  $5,000.

[Editor’s note: Those interested in helping support this 
fund may do so through give.gmu.edu.]

on why helping others is her personal passion . . . 
I have always wanted to help those less fortunate than 

myself, and [the Student Meal Assistance Fund] is just one 
of my ways of doing so on campus. When I first started 
working on those class assignments, one part of the project 
was to get the students to sign the petition. To have every-
one in the class sign it without hesitation, without being 
required to do so, really hit me. I hate to see people who 
don’t have anything be suppressed even more. And I don’t 
like leaving things unfinished.

on her daily schedule . . . 
I am a full-time student, and in fall 2013 I worked 

three jobs. I interned with Partnerships for Finance and 
Development, a consulting company for World Bank, and 
worked two other paid front-office positions. I worked a 
total of 62 hours per week, in addition to my class schedule. 
I am also the president of Oxfam America at Mason and 
the vice president of community service for the National 
Society of Collegiate Scholars at Mason.

This spring, I was accepted into the Global Politics 
Fellows program in Arlington, and I am interning with the 
Fund for Global Human Rights. I was accepted into the 
accelerated master’s program in global affairs, and I plan 
on graduating in fall 2015.

I just have to stay busy. I’m very good at overloading 
myself. Every minute of my life is planned.

on why she stays busy . . . 
I’ve had a job since my sophomore year of high school. 

I literally feel like it’s my mission to stay busy. I personally 
am very productive. I’m trying to fit in as many things as 
possible, make life as exciting as possible, and plan to con-
tinue that way for the rest of my life. I like doing different 
things, researching, and going to different countries, and 
not finding work and living life in the traditional ways. A 
lot of my friends had no idea I was doing this stuff. It’s sur-
prising to them. In fact, school takes the least amount of 
time out of my day.

Yara Mowafy
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on her connection to egypt . . . 
I was born in Egypt, and I moved here when I was 12 

years old. I speak Arabic, French, and English. But last 
spring, I went to Egypt for a study-abroad program at the 
American University in Cairo (through Mason’s Center 
for Global Education). While there, I interned and con-
ducted research for an NGO [nongovernmental organi-
zation], which monitored the status and conditions of 
homeless children. 

on her work in egypt . . . 
Every Tuesday, I did something called the Sense of 

Community Index Assessment at a local orphanage. 
Through several research tools, I figured out how these 
children felt, and if they felt like they belonged in the shel-
ter or in the street. Shockingly, many of them said they felt 
more of a sense of  belonging in the street. The cultural and 
traditional practices that took place in this institution con-
tradicted the mission of the organization. I am going back 
in June 2014 to refocus on that project and fix the miss-
ing link, whether that be employee training, awareness, or 
other solutions.

on how boredom contributed to her work . . . 
On the plane ride to Egypt in summer 2013, I got bored, 

so I drafted a cover letter to send to NGOs in Egypt, which 
I sent during a layover in Frankfurt. I ended up getting one 
of the internships I applied for.

on the demand for her expertise . . . 
Ever since we were profiled in the media, we have been 

recognized in several ways. We recently achieved a huge 
milestone when the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
honored us. I spoke at Sacred Heart University in 
Connecticut and also Arizona State University. I did a 
video call with a student organization at the University of 
Alabama, and I am in talks to host a Ted Talk at Mason 
soon.

on her long-term goals . . . 
I would love to intern with the United Nations in New 

York after obtaining my master’s degree, and I would 
particularly like to work for the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency or the United Nations Development 
Programme.

on her short-term goals . . . 
I want to complete the Global Politics Fellows program 

and my internship this semester, and then I want to travel 
to Egypt this summer. Last semester, I worked 62 hours a 
week, so now, being done at 3 p.m. each day, I don’t know 
what to do with myself.

students yara Mowafy, left, and Jordan bivings are recognized 
by the fairfax County board of supervisors for co-founding the 
student Meal assistance fund, which offers meal vouchers to 
students in need. 

Mowafy and Bivings (above) have received 
acclaim for their work combating homelessness 
on campus, most notably from the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors. In addition, several 
media outlets have picked up on their work, 
including the Washington Post, WusA 9, WtOP, 
the Fairfax times, and Patch.

Mary bauer, Ma foreign languages 
’90, established the Mary’s scholarship 
for Homelessness awareness and 
advocacy at Mason. Mowafy, pictured 
above,  and senior yemesrach Mehari, 
at left, were the first two recipients  
of the award.
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Dream Big, travel Bigger
By Rashad Mulla, BA Communication ’11

From a very young age, Peyton Lausch had a set 
of goals she was determined to accomplish. 
While in elementary school, she volunteered at 

the North Dakota Democratic Convention. The experi-
ence formed her ambition to intern for a U.S. senator. She 
decided before the age of 10 that she wanted to study in 
Paris. And one year, during an annual 24-hour road trip 
from her hometown of Fargo, North Dakota, to visit family 
in Virginia, she heard about George Mason University and 
decided this was the place she wanted to spend her under-
graduate college career.

Lausch, now a senior economics major, has accom-
plished these goals—and more.

Lausch traveled from one end of the country to the 
other to get to George Mason, and once here she did not 
stop to take a breath. She immediately signed up for Mason 
Ambassadors, then Patriot Leaders, serving in some of the 
most time-consuming and critical roles in the university’s 
orientation and student leader endeavors. 

“I could tell early on in our relationship that Peyton is 
the type of student who leads by example,” says Kaitlin 
Oyler Cicchetti (PhD candidate), associate director in the 
Office of Orientation and Family Programs and Services. 
“Peyton was always poised, friendly, mature, and set a 
great example for her peers in terms of professionalism. 
As I got to know her more over the years I learned that 
she is consistently this strong in terms of her leadership 
skills and abilities. She was a fantastic Patriot Leader and a 
strong student leader overall.”

Lausch brought her ambition and goals with her from 
Fargo, and from Fairfax she began to achieve them. In 
spring and summer 2013, she completed her long-held 
goal of studying abroad, first in Paris and then in Oxford, 
England.

“I wanted to study abroad in France since I was about 
8 years old,” Lausch says. “And one of the items on my 
bucket list is to be bilingual. The program in France was 
the best fit for me as an economics major. I took four eco-
nomics classes and one French language course. And I did 
a lot of sightseeing.”

Surpassing her elementary-school ambition, Lausch 
followed the trip to France with travel to Oxford, where 
she studied history, politics, and society (and fulfilled the 
requirements for two more economics classes). When she 
returned home, she turned to her career.

In 2011, Lausch made her foray into politics, with a 
yearlong internship with Senator Kent Conrad (D-ND). 
She answered constituent phone calls and mail and 
attended briefings and meetings for staff members. When 
the experience taught her that politics was not for her, she 
began searching for an opportunity to intern in the field of 
economics, which appealed to her in its balance of social 
science and mathematics.

Lausch seized the chance to follow this new objective 
at the American Trucking Associations, which needed an 
economic intern to make calculations and prepare reports 
for each state’s member organizations. (Perhaps, in addi-
tion to her background in economics, Lausch’s 24-hour 

Peyton Lausch
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family drives across the United States prepared her for 
working with a professional organization based on long 
hours on the roads.)

Lausch’s position involved creating complex weekly 
and monthly reports. She found that the trucking industry 
provided a surprising picture of the economic climate of 
the nation. 

“The trucking [industry] is fascinating to an econom-
ics major because trucks fuel so much of the economy,” 
Lausch says. “If trucks are going, that means goods are 
being sold. It’s a very large industry that people don’t usu-
ally think about.”

Now, Lausch has two internships on her resume, two 
trips abroad, valuable leadership experience, and a decent 
grasp of the French language, as long as the person speak-
ing to her knows she is a non-native speaker, she adds. Just 
four years ago, Lausch only dreamed of these things, but 
perhaps the achievement isn’t as surprising as it seems.

“Peyton is confident in herself and her abilities, and 
really knows what she wants out of life both personally 
and professionally,” Cicchetti says. “She has used her 
experience at Mason to the fullest and has taken advan-
tage of internships, involvement, leadership positions, 
study abroad, and other opportunities that have contin-
ued to strengthen her professionally and help her grow 
personally.”

Although her college career has been full of terrific 
experiences outside the classroom, Lausch has maintained 
excellent grades. She notes that her busiest semesters were 
sometimes the ones in which she did her best in the class-
room and adds that she wouldn’t change her whirlwind 
schedule if she had to do it again. She learned by doing.

“For a lot of the things I did, I would not have learned 
while only sitting in a classroom,” she says. “I would have 
wanted to get into politics, I would not have found an eco-
nomics internship, and I would not have been globally 
aware had I not done these internships, studied abroad, 
and gained experience in a practical sense.”

“If I had to do it all again, maybe I would study abroad a 
semester earlier. Because, you know, I have the travel bug.”

“I wanted to study abroad in France since I was about 8 years 
old. And one of the items on my bucket list is to be bilingual.  
The program in France was the best fit for me as an economics 
major. I took four economics classes and one French language 
course. And I did a lot of sightseeing.”

—Peyton Lausch
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alumnI
Sheryar A. Abbasi, ’10
Scott F. Abeel, MA ’11
Suzanne M. Ackley, ’91, MEd 
’93

Stephen J. Acuna, ’03
Catherine M. Adams, ’02 
Mark P. Addison, ’85
Kelly O. Affeld, ’90
Kamran Afzal, ’90
Naqib Ahmad, ’13
Jeanne A. Alcazar, ’84
Hagos H. Alemayehu, ’76
Panayiotes I. Alepohoritis, ’85
Teresa D. Allen, MFA ’12
Ana M. Alonso, MA ’99
Shana M. Alterman, ’10
Sandra A. Ammar, ’99
Amy E. Amoroso, MFA ’06
Lisa J. Ampleman, MFA ’04
Regina B. Anderson, MEd ’09
Linda B. Andros, ’04
Michael R. Andrus, ’03
Joseph N. Arico, ’06, MA ’09
Adam M. Arnold, ’09
Theresa Persick Arnold, MPA 

’82
Anita Asare, ’08
Margarita N. Astorino, ’89
A. Hakan Atak, ’87
William J. Atkinson, MA ’80
Samantha L. Aviles, ’12
Antoinette L. Awuakye, ’96
Scott T. Bacon, ’01
Ralph Badette, MPP ’10
Sherry F. Baer, MA ’77
Carrington L. Bailey, ’79
John E. Baker, ’74
Kevin M. Baker, ’89
Nichole F. Baker, ’97
Alvin S. Bales Jr., MA ’83
Jim R. Ball, ’87
Sally J. Ballinger, ’03
Felicia H. Barbour, ’08
Eric J. Barger, MA ’99, PhD ’04

Harika A. Barlett, MA ’10
V. Leticia Barnes, ’88
Amanda W. Barnett, MFA ’02
Katherine A. Barnoski, ’95, 

MA ’04
Victoria R. Barros, ’02
Allison N. Bartelloni, ’13
Linda R. Bartone, ’12
Berk Baslangic, ’11
Joshua C. Bass, ’06
David V. Bauch, ’95
Kathryn A. Bauch, ’97
Mary L. Bauer, MA ’90
Charles I. Bauland, MA ’09
Joseph W. Bear III, MA ’79
Heather R. Beckmann, MA ’08
Judith A. Beeman, ’86
Alfred T. Bender, ’08, JD ’13
Antonio Benedi, ’85
Maria T. Benedi, ’81
Philip J. Benedicto, ’83
Amy J. Bennett, ’08
Bethany L. Bennett, ’09
Jonathan W. Bennett, ’96
Richard L. Bennett, ’93
Frances A. Bernhardt, MA ’92
Kelly M. Berry, ’12
Donna C. Bestebreurtje, ’77, 

MEd ’94
Melihate Binaku-Johnson, ’11
Stewart Bishop, ’09, ’12
Lorraine A. Bivins, ’80
Horace L. Blackman, ’93
Maureen S. Blackwood, ’86
Linda N. Blair, ’80, MA ’84
Holly M. Blake, ’95
Jose A. Blanco, ’01
Rachel N. Blanco, ’03
Tara S. Blankinship, ’00, MEd 

’07
Brian A. Bliss, ’03
Joanna K. Boales, ’88
Gail A. Bohan, ’70, MPA ’82
Robert L. Boland, ’92
Dorothy M. Bollinger, ’81

Fred C. Bolton Jr., MPA ’93
Behnam Bonyadian, ’13
Yvonne J. Boston, ’87
Walter J. Bottiny, ’74, MA ’79
Kristin M. Bouchard, ’86
 Marion L. Boulden, ’94
Alissa S. Bourbonnais, MA ’10
Heather L. Boyce, ’01
Sarah E. Boyle, ’06, MA ’09
Karla R. Bradley, ’76
John A. Branchi, ’87
Susanne Breckenridge, ’84
Amanda M. Breed, ’09
Sheila A. Brennan, PhD ’10
Susan K. Brennan, ’78
Margaret F. Brinig, MA ’93, 

PhD ’94
Patricia L. Broadwater, ’78
Jennifer H. Brock, ’10
Andrew R. Brown, MFA ’02
Christine C. Brown, ’89 
Kathi Ann Brown, MA ’88
Latasha H. Brown, ’97
Matthew L. Brown, ’98
Robert L. Brown, ’78
Robin L. Brown, ’84
Miriam M. Brown-Lam, ’98, 

MA ’03
M. Virginia Bruner, ’80
Hannelore B. Brunner, ’85
Valerie Bryant, MAIS ’90
Angela O. Bryce, ’00
Michael J. Bucierka, ’87
Courtney M. Bulger, MPA ’92
Michael R. Bull, ’75
Paul William Burch, MFA ’02
Roland E. Burdett Jr., ’80
Edmund H. Burke, ’87
Robert R. Burklow, ’79
Bethany D. Burroughs, ’07
Robert M. Burt, ’77
Tammy K. Butler, MA ’91
Scott R. Buzzeo, ’89
Sally A. Byrd, MA ’02, MEd ’10 
Doreen M. Cadigan, ’98
Diana M. Cain, MA ’87
Giovanni F. Calabro, ’01
Michelle G. Calabro, ’99, MEd 

’06
Wanda R. Caldas Diaz, MA ’86
Brenda K. Callaghan, ’03
Rack D. Campbell, MA ’86
David J. Cantor, MFA ’85
Alan P. Capps, MA ’07

Saul O. Cardona-Luciano 
III, ’09

William S. Carnell, MA ’94
Linda W. Carpenter, ’01
Tess Carter, ’13
Susan V. Cary-Strickland, MA 

’87
Michiko C. Casey, ’00
Norma A. Castro, ’11, MEd ’13
Jennifer A. Caugh, ’03
Shannon Chambers, ’95
Ashley M. Charlsen, ’04
Ann C. Chen, MFA ’13
Shih-Yu Chen, MA ’11
Claudette L. Chenevert, ’07
Adam C. Cheney, ’05, MEd ’08
Kira M. Cherrix, MA ’09
Lucy C. Church, ’81, MPA ’86
Angie Clark, ’05 
Karen L. Clark, ’83
William C. Clark, ’79
Diana L. Clayton, ’84
Susan L. Colantonio, MEd ’00
Patricia M. Cole, ’70
Thomas E. Cole, MA ’07
Michael L. Collins, ’87
Galeraye M. Collins, ’81, ’82, 

MS ’85
Karen M. Collins-Fleming, ’72
Lucy C. Conrad, ’02
Richard E. Conrad, MPA ’06
Justin A. Conway, ’05
Rufus Lee Cook Jr., MA ’88
Sylvia L. Cook, ’89
Timothy B. Cooke, ’08
Douglas J. Corazza, ’06
Dennis L. Cordell Sr., MA ’81
Robert J. Corea, ’02, MA ’07
William T. Corey, ’81
Clair G. Cosby, MA ’95, PhD 

’02
David P. Costanza, MA ’91, 

PhD ’96
Dennis J. Cotter, ’80
Michelle V. Covert, ’93, MA ’01, 

PhD ’04
Christine M. Coward, MA ’86
Kevin M. Crenshaw, ’12
Nancy M. Croft, ’77
Cinthia A. Crowe-Miller, MEd 

’93
Alexandra E. Daniel, ’10
Jennifer K. Daniels, MA ’98, 

MFA ’11

Linda M. Daniels, ’01
Christopher L. Daub, ’94, MA 

’97
Dale R. Davidson, MA ’96, 

PhD ’07
Betty Jane R. Davis, ’83
Justin W. Day, ’09
Catherine P. DeLano, ’87
Matthew DeLeon, ’09
Clara Della Queva, ’13
Lynn Ann De Meester, DPA ’86
David E. Denizot, ’00
Janhavi B. Deorukhkar, ’12
Merilee E. Despain, ’05
Alice A. DeVille, ’87
Patricia J. Devlin, MFA ’11
Margaret K. DeWitt, ’77
Birgitte M. de Weille, ’99, MA 

’03
Roshni Dhillon, ’12 
Evelyn C. Diaz, ’13
Jo Anne Diehl, MA ’00
Harry D. Dinella, DA ’09
Jason D. Dinella, ’02
David G. Dinnison, ’12 
Erica L. Disharoon, ’06, MEd 

’12
Carol J. Dockham, MA ’09
Robert M. Dollison, MAIS ’94
David A. Domino, MA ’93
Heather A. Donaldson, ’06
Christine M. Doner, ’79
Maria Dones-Urena, ’05
Kenneth Doninelli, ’11
Patricia L. Donini, MAIS’ 12
John B. Donohoe, ’90
Marion L. Donohoe, MSN ’95
Mary Ann T. Donovan, MA ’97
Mary Sulesky Donovan, ’90, 

MA ’95
Karimah A. Dosunmu, ’13
Bridget F. Drain, ’13
Kelly B. Dresen, ’00
Helen B. Duffy, ’92
Ellen Randall Dunn, MFA ’93
Jeffrey C. Dunson, ’78, MEd ’88
Daniel C. Duvall, ’80
Lee J. Dziuk, ’84
John J. Eby, ’08
Vivian L. Eckerberg, ’11
Tai Shalom Edwards, MA ’06
Elisabeth Eek, MA ’95
Brian D. Ehret, MA ’93, PhD ’00
Mirna D. Elam, ’01

Bold—Denotes President’s Circle giving
*Deceased
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Opal El Helmprecht, ’11
Beverly S. Ellis, ’74, MA ’93
Jesse Ellis, MPA ’08 
Brendan H. Englehart, ’97
Rebecca J. Ericson, DA ’12 
Robin Ericson, MBA ’01, PhD 

’08
Diana P. Espinoza, ’12
Barbara A. Evans, ’81
Barbara M. Evans, ’95, MA ’99
Richard A. Eyerly, ’87, MEd 

’97
Siobhan M. Fabio, ’12
Barbara S. Falcone, MEd ’82
Abdul W. Faqiri, ’98
Aida Farahani, ’09, JD’13
Lisa A. Faust, ’84
Jimmy Fernandes, ’95
Selena A. Fernandes, ’02
Karen E. Ferguson, ’88
Amanda L. Ferreira, ’12
Adam D. Fickley, ’92
Sharon K. Fickley, ’89
Jason C. Figley, ’92
Arlan E. Finfrock Jr., ’93, MBA 

’01
E. Judith Finney, ’80 
Sandra First, ’85
Mandi J. Fisher, ’08
Virginia Fissmer, ’94
Robert P. Fitzpatrick Jr., ’77
Audrey A. Fleming, ’83, MFA 

’88
Kathy M. Fleming, ’76
Lucile D. Fleming, ’81
Kathleen L. Flood, ’99
Marianne E. Floyd, ’01
Kevin C. Foley, ’09
Barbara D. Foote, ’84
Andrew Forsythe, ’12
C. Dean Foster Jr., ’71
Susan G. Fourney, ’81
Megan A. Fowler, ’10
Evelyn R. Fox, ’99
Sarah C. Francis, ’04
Kristen D. Franco, ’05, MEd ’08
Patrick S. Frank, ’87, MBA ’91
Myrna Frantz, ’77
Elizabeth W. Freeman, PhD ’06
Luann Fulbright, MAIS ’96
Suzan E. Fultz, ’02
Renay E. Galati, ’91
John J. Gallagher III, ’96
Melisa M. Gallagher, ’85
Mary E. Gallion, MA’ 89
Stephen P. Garrity, MA ’81
Robert A. Gay, ’03, MA ’05
Elizabeth M. Geddes, ’95, MEd 

’99
Harold A. Geller, MAIS ’92, 

DA ’05
Laura S. Genuario, ’07
Kathy J. Georgen, ’79
William P. Georgen, MS ’01
Paul J. Georgia, MA ’01, PhD ’07
Sarah E. Gerstein, ’03
Lee A. Ghajar, MA ’02
Paul C. Gibert Jr., ’71
Randall W. Gibson, ’87
Arlette M. Gillis, ’78

Evan B. Gilman, MA ’85
James C. Girard, MA ’94
Marguerite F. Godbold, MS 

’92
Gillian M. Gonzalez, ’08, MA 

’10
Jesse Annielle Gonzalez, ’07
Miguel S. Gonzalez, MA ’11
Michael J. Good, ’95
Cynthia J. Gordon, ’76
Carl A. Gorski, ’87, MS ’93
Julia M. Gorski, ’85, MEd ’93
Carrie D. Grabo, MFA ’04
Thomas B. Grady, ’02, MEd ’11
Inez S. Graetzer, ’70
Anne B. Graham, MA ’88
Patricia A. Grant, MA ’96, PhD 

’01
Philip H. Gratwick, MA ’96
Alexis L. Gray, MA ’12
Burton C. Gray Jr., ’95
Christina L. Greathouse, MA 

’94, PhD ’01
Kenneth J. Green, MA ’90
Sarah C. Green, ’97
Ann C. Griesmer, ’87
Bernadette L. Grigonis, ’77
Elizabeth A. Grisham, ’02, MA 

’12, ’13
Adam S. Grynberg, ’01
Mary S. Guirguis, ’10
Mamta M. Gupta, MEd ’00
Stephen J. Gurdak, ’03
Janice L. Gygi, ’74
Barbara L. Gyomory, ’95
Bassam S. Haddad, ’92
Zenebech Haile, MA ’99
James P. Halabuk Jr., ’02, MA 

’03
Barbara Halberstam, ’95
Eben G. Halberstam, ’98
Dixiane Hallaj, PhD ’06
Tiffany J. Hallett, ’11
Melissa A. Halsey, ’08
Lisa Hamar, ’01
Cynthia C. Hamill, MAIS ’98
Leilani R. Hamilton, ’07, MA 

’13
Kristin B. Hanneman, ’74
Kristin N. Hanrahan, ’04
Christina E. Hansen, MA ’93
Janis G. Harless, MEd ’79
Richard Harless, MA’ 04, PhD 

’12
Morgan R. Harlow, MFA ’99
Crystal M. Harold, MA ’02, 

PhD ’05
Rosa V. Harper, ’85
Cameron J. Harris, ’06
Keli M. Harris, ’13
Katherine D. Harrison, ’95 
Sheila J. Hartzell, ’76
Conaway B. Haskins III, ’99
Tammy E. Hassett, ’11
Christine J. Hauser, ’96
George W. Havenner, ’78
Kim Swett Havenner, ’98
Geraldine K. Havran, ’85
David T. Hawkins, ’92

Jeffrey W. Hayes, ’95
Maryvonne M. Haynie, ’80, 

MA ’91
Barbara L. Head, ’77
Donald B. Headley, MAIS ’95
Janice L. Healy, ’89
Robert E. Healy, ’90
Christine M. Heaton, ’92
Warren Heintzelman Jr., ’74
Aileen D. Helm, ’94, MA ’92
Merry Giugni Henley, ’80
John E. Henneberger, MA ’79
Yukiko M. Henninger, MA ’87
Jeanne D. Hepperle, ’93, MEd 

’96
Katharina Hering, PhD ’09
Jeffrey L. Herman, MA ’06, 

PhD ’12
Robert E. Herr, ’91
Joseph T. Hetrick, ’98
Timothy D. Higashi, ’13
Patricia J. Higgins, ’09, MA ’12
Jane Carlile Hilder, MA ’01
Kristina M. Hilgenhurst, ’13
Patricia Hilton-Johnson, MFA 

’92
Elizabeth F. Hixon, MA ’82
Thomas E. Hixon, MBA ’78
Bac Hoa Hoang, ’75
Enver Bill Hoff Jr., ’70
Laurie D. Hoisington, ’01
Fred J. Holder, ’89
Travis P. Holder, ’07
Kim B. Holien, MA ’84
Thomas M. Holland, ’71
Brian C. Holtz, MA ’03, PhD ’05
Kathy J. Homan, ’73
William N. Homer Jr., ’75
Michael J. Hoover, MA ’81
Kathlyn Hopkins, ’89
Paul K. Hopper, MPA ’12
Michael A. Horneffer, ’10, MPA 

’12
Judy D. Hover-Olson, ’78
Kit C. Hudson, ’77
Julie C. Huffman, ’11
Carol L. Huggins, ’69
Lynn E. Huggins, ’92
Barbara M. Hughes, ’94
Jean E. Hughes, ’96
Holly Kays Hukill, ’91, MA ’95

Andrew B. Hushour, MPA ’05
Jacob P. Hutchinson, ’01
Mariam Hutchinson, ’04, MS 

’09
Emilio J. Iasiello, MFA ’98
Nicole L. Idar, MFA ’11
William G. Iliffe, ’70
Hyun S. Im, ’08
Maria M. Ingham, ’70, MA ’79
Kathleen T. Jabs, MFA ’04 
Margaret B. Jackman, MA ’93
Catharina J. Jacknow, ’94
Lois M. Jacob, MA ’79
Thomas D. Jagusch, MPA ’03
Ewelina M. Jasinska, ’06
Christina M. Jeffery, ’96 
Nancy J. Jeffery, ’93
Kathleen Q. Johnson, ’90, MBA 

’96
Andrea D. Jones, ’85, MPA ’09
Elizabeth L. Jones, MA ’95
Ellen E. Jones, ’88
James R. Jones, MA ’02
Lolita A. Jones, ’86, MPA ’00
Mark H. Jones, MA ’04
Peyton Parrish Jones, MPA ’82
Thomas D. Jones, JD ’96
Tracy E. Jones, ’88
James H. Joy, DA ’01
Peggy A. Juarez, ’11
Fraser A. Kadera, ’92
Jeanie B. Kahnke, ’90, MA ’99
Robert B. Kaiman, MA ’81
Daniel E. Kalbacher, ’11
Reisa J. Kall, ’99
Maureen E. Kane, ’05, MEd ’07
Melissa E. Karagiannis, ’95
Mouna Karas, ’95
Kristine L. Kaske-Martin, ’93
Ali K. Kassam, ’11
Mitchell M. Kato, ’03
Nancy A. Kawtoski, ’98
Dennis B. Kayatt, ’01, MEd ’12
Brian M. Keenan, ’10
Susan S. Kehoe, DA ’00
John E. Kelley, ’91
Catherine M. Kelly, ’74
Keith A. Kenny, ’69
Odis W. Kenton, ’92
Denise M. Kfoury, ’80

Donna L. Kidd, MPA ’94
Paula R. Kidwell, ’85
Claudia A. Kilmer, MEd ’96
Jennifer S. Kim, ’08, MA ’12
Cheryl A. Kinsey, ’86
Joshua F. Kitchens, MA ’08
John H. Kleeb, ’12
Brittney L. Knight, ’99, ’13
Sumaya I. Kohli, ’08
K. Lee Kiechel Koles, MA ’98, 

PhD ’01
Kathryn E. Kolodziej, ’12
David A. Komisarcik, ’82
Juliet L. Komisarcik, ’10
Jennifer F. Komnenous, ’00
Gregory K. Koon, ’90
Clair A. Koroma, ’99
Joseph S. Koroma III, ’02
Abdul Kowsar, ’13
Lillian T Kozloski, ’81
Amy C. Kramer, ’95
Wilfrieda K. Kulish, MA ’85
Mariam R. Kurtz, MS ’13
Mary K. Laing, ’08
Trina M Laird, ’85
Victoria W. Laliberte, ’99, ’13
Linda S. LaMarca, MA ’94, 

PhD ’96
Katherine F. Lambert, ’99, MEd 

’04
Marie F. Lamm, ’74
Todd M. LaMontagne, MA ’96
Lisa B. Lander, ’89, MA ’00
Christine A. Langford, ’90
Jennifer K. Langstaff, ’11
Robert C. Lankford, ’90
Heather A. Lapham, ’93
Joseph V. Laraia Jr., ’75
Tara A. Laskowski, MFA ’06
Marlene J. Lass, ’86
Christina L. Lauderdale, ’12
Maria E. Laurence, MPA ’03 
Kelly J. Lawrence, ’95, MEd ’98
William M. Layden, ’81
Barbara A. Leahy, ’72
Samuel T. Leake, ’12
Michael A. Lear Beissner, ’88
Sarita A. Leassear, ’90 
Rhonda F. Leavitt, ’84
Christian J. Ledford, PhD ’11
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what’s new?

we want to know…

➤where are you now?

➤Have you moved?

➤Gotten married?

➤Had a baby?

➤landed a new job?

➤seen former class-
mates recently?

submit your class notes  
to Mason Spirit, the  
university’s magazine,  
at spirit@gmu.edu.  
please be sure to include 
your graduation year  
and degree.

for more information, 
please visit  
chss.gmu.edu/alumni.
 

save the Date for  
alumni weekend!
september 19-20 with 
a special event for Chss 
alumni on september 20

please visit chss.gmu.edu
for updates on all our 
events.

Deborah A. Lee, MA ’96, PhD 
’03

Jacquelynn R. Leggett, MAIS 
’09

Maria H. Leguizamon, ’04
Kathleen N. Le, ’05
Jennifer E. S. Lee, ’95
Diane J. Leggett, ’73
Thomas P. Legro, ’98, MFA ’01
Glengary G. Lemasters, ’78
Edward G. Lengel, ’91
Mariana E. Leslie, ’04
Jeffery W. Lewis, ’83
Katherine B. Libby, ’09, MA ’11 
Kristin B. Libby, ’07
Anh-Dao Light, ’94
Robert C. Lightburn, MA ’04
Kevin R. Limbach, ’78
Eric H. Lindenberg, ’91
Sherrie R. Link, ’05
Brenda S. Lisi, MPA ’87 
Mark D. Little, ’06
Oren J. Litwin, MA ’10
Rachel C Lizan, ’07
Thomas S. Logan, ’96
Allen C. Lomax, MPA ’82
Kathleen S. Long, ’92
Kirsten M. Lopresti, MFA ’00
Alicia A. Lorence, ’95
David W. Lowe, MA ’02
Susan M Lowry, ’96, MEd ’98
Leila Pontzer Lucas, ’84
Ann M. Ludwick, DA ’11, MPA 

’95
Shawn S. Luehrsen, ’09
Bambi B. Lumumba, ’09
Nora C. Lutyk, ’81
Stephanie D. Lyles, ’88
Patrick H. MacAuley, MA ’87
Mark E. Madigan, MA ’84
Ernestine B. Magher, MA ’95
Michelle A. Maher, ’95, MA ’98, 

PhD ’01
Douglas A. Mairena, ’82
Carrie T. Maison, ’00
Nicolas A. Maison, ’98
Sara Majroh, ’08, MA ’10
Jack D. Mallam, ’03
Jennifer A. Maloney, MAIS ’12
Phyllis A. Maloy, ’71
Toni M. Maltagliati, ’85
Christina C. Manriquez, MPA 

’10
George P. Manson III, MA ’09
Tracey C. Marcelo, ’89
John Marigliano, ’06
John A. Marks Jr., ’06
Michelle A. Marks, MA ’93, 

PhD ’98
Jonathan B. Marlow, ’03
Sean M. Marsh, MA ’99, PhD 

’05
Alfred A. Martin, ’75, MEd ’81
Anthony E. Martin, ’97
Christopher D. Martin, MPA 

’06
Ronald L. Martin, ’78
David Martinez, ’80
Roxana M. Martinez, ’06
Carol Matheis, ’80
Kimberly A. Matthews, ’99

Pamela A. Matthews, ’91
Kelly M. Mattson, ’92
Tyler J. Mauro, ’12 
John F. Mazur Jr., ’89
Melinda M. McAllister, ’86
Guy R. McBride, MAIS ’12
Melanie C. McCabe, MEd ’02, 

MFA ’05
Suzanne E. McCann, ’90
Jessica A. McCaughey, MA ’05, 

MFA ’11
James E. McCauley IV, ’79
Ted B. McCord Jr., ’68, MA ’76
Frank M. McCraw, MA ’79
Rebecca M. McDermott, ’94
Amanda C. McDuffie, ’04
Andrew S. McElwaine, MA ’94
Rebecca R. McGill, MFA ’10
Mary L. McGillen, ’82
Michael C. McGrail, ’93
Charles A. McGrath, ’86
Mary T. McGurk, ’93
Karole P. McKalip, MEd ’81
Denise E. McKinley, ’93
Anne M. McMahon, MA ’94
Sean P. McMahon, MS ’92
Susan F. McMunn, ’03
Jennifer McNinch, ’92
April M. McPeak, ’12
Wendy Lee McWhorter, ’95
William C. Mears Jr., ’86
Saverio V. Meddis, MAIS ’12
Nimai M. Mehta, MA ’90, 

PhD ’93
Anne M. Menotti, PhD ’93
Alice K. Mergler, MA ’88
Debra K. Merrill, ’78 
Kevin A. Metzger, ’01
Katheryn R. Mickey, ’91
Patricia Milford, ’75
Courtney C. Millberry, ’11
Christina L. Miller, ’87
Demaris H. Miller, ’79, MA 

’85, PhD ’92
Sherean E. Miller, MA ’01
William B. Miller, MFA ’87
Ann G. Mills, MAIS ’94
Maryellen T. Mills, MA ’93
John E. Mincer Jr., ’92 
Felicita R. Minionis, ’85
Walter J. Mircea-Pines, PhD ’09
Kirk B. Moberley, MA ’08
Elizabeth Eshelman Moes, 

MFA ’09
Maziar Momeni, MA ’96
Ann G. Monday, ’73, MEd ’81
Elizabeth B. Monroe, ’68
Andrea D. Moore, ’03
Perry J. Moore Jr., ’83
David J. Moran, ’12
Marilyn M. Moran, MA ’99
Michael L. Moravitz, MA ’02, 

PhD ’11
Alan C. More, ’08 
Ursula M. Moreau, ’91
Marjorie N. Moreno, ’07
Debra M. Morgan, ’76
Whitney B. Morgan, MA ’06, 

PhD ’09
Michael S. Moriarty, ’82, JD ’85
Regina S. Moriarty, ’84, JD ’87

Frank W. Morock, ’74
Diemchi Morris, ’01
Vivian H. Morris, ’82
Robin J. Moscati, ’84
Sharon L. Mosden, MA ’99
Thomas J. Mosimann, MA ’00
William S. Mosteller, MA ’92
Ayaan S. Moussa, ’11
Douglas A. Mudd, MA ’04
Shane H. Mulready, ’95
P. C. Muntemba-Taylor, ’04
Paul E. Murphy, MPA ’88
Emily L. Mutterperl, JD ’96
Matthew S. Mutterperl, MA ’95
Karol M. Nangosia, ’12
Bernard A. Nassaux, ’89
Susan F. Nassaux, ’06
Margaret C. Navin, MA ’88
Alina P. Neas, ’94
Gregory C. Nelson, MFA ’85
James A. Neumeister, MPA ’12
John W. Newby, ’72
Tuan H. Nguyen, ’12
Christina M. Nickerson, ’10
Rachel M. Nohe, ’13
Parker M. Normann, PhD ’08
Jeffrey R. B. Notz, ’94
Lawrence E. Novack, ’91 
April M. Oakley, ’94, ’96
Lisa K. Oakley-Bogdewic, PhD 

’95
George D. Oberle III, ’96, MA 

’99
Heather C. Oberle, ’96, MEd ’98
Marian H. O’Brian, ’74
Courtney A. O’Brien, ’11
Marianne O’Brien, ’87
Nilgun B. Ocal, ’02, MA ’06
Jennifer A. O’Connor, MA ’92, 

PhD ’97
Steven E. O’Dell, ’09
Dawn G. O’Hearn, ’86
Steven P. Olson, ’80
Stella O’Meara, ’13
Alfred M. Ortiz, ’95
Jennifer Ortiz, ’13
Lana C. Ostrander, ’90
Scarlett L. Osvalds, ’07
Lisa W. Owens, ’92
Trevor Owens, MA ’09
Jessica Oxendine, MA ’12
Amy E. Padgett Koch, ’98
Edward O. Paisley, ’81
Maria N. Palacios-Attard, ’03
Olivia M. Palermo, ’12
Mark R. Palim, PhD ’97
Randolph M. Palmquist, ’79
Ronald A. Panaggio, ’80
Vincent T. Panigot, ’94
Gloria G. Pantazis, ’72
Dena A. Papazoglou, MA ’01
Alison E. Pardi, ’03 
Nicholas W. Pardi, ’04 
LaFonda P. Parham, ’01
Karen A. Park, MA’01
Harrison H. Parker, ’12
John A. Passaro, ’89
Jay V. Patel, ’08, MFA ’11
Barbara Hughes Patrick, ’88
Betty J. Patterson, ’96 
Joan G. Patterson, ’79

Adrianna M. Pavlides, ’04
Georgia Paxos, ’00
J. B. Payne, ’85, MA ’05
John S. Payne, ’06
Stephanie C. Payne, PhD ’00
Susan E. Payne, ’91
Dawna L. Pechin, ’93
Lyle C. Peck, ’95 
Elizabeth W. Peixotto, ’07
Sheila Prom Pelaez, ’83
Rebecca L. Penick, ’88, MA ’89 
Rodolfo Perecin Mareno, MPA 

’11
Doris N. Perez, ’13
Lori D. Petterson, ’05, MA ’11
Jessie L. Pfeffer, ’05
David A. Pfeiffer, MA ’82
Lara Z. Pierce, MA ’11
William A. Pierce, MA ’07
Daniel Pino, ’09
Salah Piroty, ’09
Sharon P. Pitt, ’13
Christine L. Plunkett, ’82
Walter B. Porr, MA ’03, PhD ’08
Sara G. Posnett, ’95
Patricia A. Potope, ’80
Alexander Powers, ’12
Bianca A. Prado-Perez, MPA ’08
Elizabeth Prendergast, ’12
Linda Privette, MA ’81
Gerald R. Prout, PhD ’12
Vivian V. Pruitte, ’10
Daniel K. Pryce, MPA ’07
Amrita B. Pullur, ’08
Steven R. Pyne, ’79
Anthony J. Quain, MA ’07, 

PhD ’13
Emerica M. Quarshie, ’13
Janet J. L. Quinn, ’79
Jeffrey A. Randorf, MA ’12
Sangeeta M. Rao, ’00 
Lisa B. Raspino, MAIS ’98
Sylvia D. Rast ,’95
Elena Razlogova, PhD ’04
Rachel A. Reavy, ’94
Paul C. Reber, MA ’92
John M. Rector Jr., MPA ’87
Marion D. Reed, ’81
Vicki A. Reed, ’84
Jennifer Reeder, PhD ’13
Kathleen M. Register, MAIS ’99
Elizabeth Reid, MEd ’99
Carlsburg S. Reindorf, ’00
Alexander G. Reintal, ’03
Jason D. Reis, ’93
Susan M. Reiss, MA ’89
Theodore C. Remington Sr., ’68
Randall H. Revercomb, ’87, 

MEd ’09
Merelyn S. Reyes Rivas, ’13
Paul R. Reynolds, MPA ’83
Mary Jo Ricci, ’94
Colleen Kearney Rich, MFA ’95
Percy W. Richardson, DA ’98 
Bette P. Ries, ’09
Conrad L. Ring Jr., ’73
Sandra S. Rittenhouse, MPA ’89
Jacquelyn J. Rivas, ’77, ’80
Mark A. Rivenburg, ’82
Elizabeth P. Roach, ’95
Maja I. Roberts, ’94
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Verna B. Robinson, DA ’08
Richard A. Rodriguez, ’84
Robin A. Rojas, MA ’90
Karin E. Roland, ’91
Susan L. Roltsch, MPA ’04 
JoAnne Rose, ’97
Susan L. Rossell, MA ’00
Katherine E. Rowan, ’75
Gleason S. Rowe, ’11
Kimberly A. Ruff, ’11
Lillian Russell-Nicolai, ’88
Olivia J. Ryan, MA ’06
Irene M. Sabo, ’00
Keon S. Safakish, ’11
James M. Safley, ’02
Daljeet K. Saini, ’97
Tamara L. Sakuda ’84 
John C. Salamone, MPA ’98
Loty R. Salazar, ’85, MPA ’90
Derek C. Saldanha, ’83
Bobak J. Salehi, ’95, MS ’99
Carolyn A. Samaha, ’87
Melissa R. Samples, ’95
Anne W. Sandlund, ’92
Leroy J. Sandoval, ’11
Ivette Santiago, ’03 
Ann M. Santorios, ’90
Eric A. Sas, ’00
Gabrielle A. Scandone, ’99
Andrew L. Schaaf, ’82
Elizabeth V. Schmid, ’74
Jeffrey P. Schonacher, ’06
Marilyn J. Schoon, MA ’82 
Jennifer L. Schwartz, ’03
Carole L. Scott, ’00
Danielle M. Scott, ’99, ’13
Judith J. Scott, ’99
Norma J. Scott, ’95 
Rion A. Scott, MFA ’08

Yvonne S. Scott, ’71
Susan H. Scurria, ’83
Jennifer R. Seager, ’93
Jane M. Seeberg, ’77
Ellyn M. Seestedt, MPA ’09
John H. Sellers, MA ’01
Maria Seniw, ’07
Zuhair S. Shaath, ’11
David M. Shaheen, ’90, DA ’01
Homaira Sharifi, ’13
Karen M. Sharkey, ’91
David P. Shaw, ’83
Dorothy S. Shawhan, MFA ’90
Gail Madden Shedlick, MPA ’85
Sylvia L. Shenk, MAIS ’94
Francis X. Sheridan, MA ’00
Charis R. Sherman, ’13
Victoria Shia, ’95
Nathaniel J. Shie, ’08
James J. Shine, ’76, MA ’78
Jane A. Shows, ’88
Debra L. Shutika, MA ’93
Sarah M. Silberman, MFA ’12
Anthony R. Simon, MA ’89
Mary G. Skarke, ’05
Joseph F. Skovira, MA ’89
Michael Slawski, ’99, MS ’11
Kristen A. Slawter, MS ’11
Malisah M. Small, MA’11
Richard C. Smart, MS ’99
Ann T. Smith, ’82
Diane E. Smith, ’02
Julie Z. Smith, ’99
Lesley M. Smith, MFA ’98
Samuel N. Smith, JD ’82
Jacqueline N. Smith-Mason, ’87
Patricia L. Smith-Solan, ’85, 

PhD ’05
Daniel Snowdall MA ’11

Duane E. Snider, ’74
Edgar D. Sniffin, ’91
Robyn H. Snyder, MAIS ’92
Thomasetta C. Solak, ’94
Vittoria G. Somaschini, ’12
Elisabeth C. Somerville, MPA 

’12
Robert C. Sorgen, ’70
Thomas P. Sotelo, ’87
Donna M. Southworth, MA ’88
Nickole M. Sparks, ’12
Kristin B. Spencer, ’75
Steven A. Spitzer, ’01
Patricia L. Sposito, MA ’87
Constance H. Sprague, ’98 
Frank J. Sprague, ’85, MS ’89
Gilda N. Squire, ’96
Chandler J. Stalvey, ’89
Cynthia M. Stamm, ’06
Patricia A. Starling, ’13
Kelly B. Stazi, MA ’09
Laura L. Stefanelli, ’84, MA ’87
Alison J. Steier, MA ’90, PhD ’99
Mary E. Stern, ’97
Alan E. Stewart, ’91, MA ’97
Danita D. Stewart, ’99
Margaret M. Stimson, ’81
Christopher T. Stone, ’11
C. J. Storm Van Leeuwen, ’94, 

MA ’98
David D. Strain, ’00, JD ’04
Michael L. Strassburg, ’06
Christine A. Strasser, ’84
Shannon D. Strassner, ’02, MEd 

’10
Jean B. Strohl, ’68
John R. Strohl, ’72
Lisa A. Struckmeyer, ’12
Gillian D. Stubblefield, ’98

Theodore M. Stump, MA ’93
Amanda M. Sturgeon, ’76
Kent P. Sturcken, ’96, MA ’07
Laura L. Sturza, MAIS ’95
Janine M. Sullivan, ’86
Michael J. Sullivan, ’96, MA ’03
Richard M. Sullivan III, ’97, 

MS ’03
Robert H. Sullivan, ’84
Hina Sultan, ’97
Jacquelynn L. Sutphin, ’85, 

MA ’96
Martha A. Swanson, ’04, MA ’05
Erin C. Swartout, MA ’06
Deana M. Sweeney, ’93
Robin L. Swert, ’12
Carol A. Swigart, ’06
Lorna Swingle, ’95
Erica L. Swope, ’00
Sharon Tabor, ’82
Jennifer P. Tal, MA ’11
Anna E. Talley, MPA ’06
William J. Talley, MA ’08
Bonnie S. Tarsia, ’88
Parto S. Tavassoli, MA ’10
Dinah A. Taylor, ’96
Eugene A. Taylor III, MFA ’06
Karen F. Taylor, ’05
Matthew J. Taylor, ’07
Rachel J. Taylor, ’09
Christina E. Terpenning, MA 

’05 
Christian Teresi, MFA ’06
Deloris J. Thomas, ’94
Robert R. Thomas Jr., ’84
Alfred H. Thompson III, ’74
Lisa M. Thompson, MPA ’11
Troy D. Thompson, MA ’10
Melissa M. Thorpe-Hill, ’05, 

MA ’06
Tina S. Tisinger, ’85, JD ’88
Virginia P. Titterton, MPA ’10
Christina F. Tjader, ’95
Ana C. Tolentino, ’04
Judy P. Tomczak, ’89
Ellen R. Tonsing, ’75
Douglas F. Trout, MPA ’97
Donna Lee Truax, ’72
Austin Truong, ’12
Carol E. Tsou, ’81
Edgar W. Tullar, ’75
Misty A. Tullar, ’05 
Catherine Y. Turner, MEd ’94
Daniel J. Turner, ’74
Kevin C. Turner, ’03
Rebecca H. Turner, ’80, MA ’91
Sharon C. Tushin, MA ’84
Carter R. Tyler, ’92
Nicole L. Tyler, ’90
Somarly J. Ua, ’13
Lourdes E. Umana, ’03
Joseph J. Urban, ’02
Sarah M. Uribe, ’74
Eduardo A. Urrutia, ’10
Eric G. Vahouny, ’13

Mary-Blair T. Valentine, DPA 
’93

Judith M. Valeski, ’04, MEd ’10
Carolyn A. Van Newkirk, MA 

’95
Curtis L. Vaughn, MA ’08
Ilana Danielle Velasquez, ’10
Robbin S. Velayedam, ’95
Ana C. Ventura, ’99, ’13
Flordeliza O. Vera Cruz, MPA 

’07
Consuelo A. Verdeaux, ’08
Nancy C. Vernon, MA ’79
Christian S. Vieweg, MA ’95
Kathryn L. Vieweg, ’96, MEd 

’00
Neeraj T. Vijay, ’13
Lynda H. Vincent, ’90, MEd ’98
Bruce N. Wahl, DA ’03
Penny S. Waite, ’10
Abigail K. Waldron, MFA ’08
Peter B. Walker, MA ’89
Stephen B. Walley, ’79
Diana T. Walsh, ’98
Laurel J. Ward, ’86
Dean G. Warrington, ’94
Isolde U. Wasley, ’95
Leslie E. Waslo, ’89
Patricia S. Watkinson, ’82
Aubrey V. Watts III, MPA ’91
Kent W. C. Wayson, ’86
Daniel W. Webb, ’90
Sheila S. Webber, ’00
Evelyn G. Webster, ’72
Lee Webster, ’00
Gregory E. Wells, ’76
James J. Welsh, ’03
Sylvia V. Wendel, ’00
Elizabeth M. West, ’06
James W. West, ’85
John E. Weston, ’81
Caroline B. Westwood, ’13
Clementine Whelan, ’87
Bettie C. White, MA ’79
Gwendolyn K. White, ’00
Michael L. Whitlock, ’96
Nancy A. Whittier, ’95
Kathleen M. Wiese, ’88
Douglas D. Wiesen, MA ’96
Joseph P. Wiley, ’12
Madeline C. Wiley, ’08
N. Lilise Will, ’74
Carol Y. Williams, MPA ’05
Julie L. Williams, ’95
Martha R. Williams, MA ’87
Mary C. Williams, ’00
Pamela C. Williams, ’99
William A. Williams, ’74
Patsy R. Wilsie, ’82, MA ’87
James R. Wilson, MFA ’87
James E. Winkler, MA ’92
Melanie L. Winter, ’94
Mary Ann Wollerton, MPA ’87
Joe Anderson Wood Jr., ’81
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Stuart C. Wood, ’80
Jennifer L. Woodard, ’03
W. William Woolsey, PhD ’87
Don C. Woolverton, ’93
Marie E. Working, ’98
Anne M. Woznak, MA ’96
Lois R. Wyatt, MEd ’98
Peter C. Yanzsa, MA ’03
Joyce E. Yordy, ’79
Gar W. Young, ’11
Timothy B. Young, ’80
Sylvia G. Young-Dean, ’06
Sino Yousef, ’10
Katherine Zablonski, ’10
Mary E. Zamon, PhD ’09
Vasilios D. Zarmakoupis, ’77
Irene M. Zaso, ’90
Michael P. Zea, MA ’00
Karin L. Zimmermann, ’85
Rebecca L. Zoellner, MA ’11
Janice Z. Zucker, ’01

CorporatIons, 
founDatIons, 
assoCIatIons, trusts, 
anD estates
AAUP
Aetna Foundation Inc.
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
Alexandria Scottish Rite 

Bodies
Arntz Family Foundation
Associated Electric 

Cooperative Inc.
Ballston BID
Bank of America Foundation
The Beach Foundation
Bosch Community Fund
Cans-To-Go LLC
Capital LLC
Carnegie Corporation of New 

York
Charles Koch Foundation
The Claude Moore Charitable 

Foundation
The Curran Foundation
The Cynthia Hamill Trust

The de Laski Family 
Foundation

Deloitte LLP
Dunn’s Foundation for the 

Advancement of Right 
Thinking

Earhart Foundation
eMagine IT Inc.
The Energy Foundation
Estate of Charisse Renee Cecil
Fannie Mae
FedBid Inc.
Federal Management Partners 

Inc.
FMC Corporation
Fox Charitable Foundation
Freddie Mac Foundation
Global America Business 

Institute
Google Foundation Inc.
The Grantham Foundation
Hartford Foundation
Hattery Family Foundation 

Inc.
The Helts Foundation
The Henry Luce Foundation 

Inc.
HRNK
IFREE
IIIT
The Immigrant Learning 

Center
Inova Health System
Interactive Leadership 

Solutions
IRETA
IS&T
Ithaka Harbors Inc.
The J. M. Kaplan Fund Inc.
The Katherine H. Nix Revocable 

Trust
Keppler Associates Inc.
Laytonsville Women’s Club
Liberty Fund Inc.
LMEPAC Charity Program 

Cust Acct
Luck Companies Foundation

The Lynde and Harry Bradley 
Foundation

Maria Laurence and Associates 
LLC

MetLife Foundation
MetroStar Systems Inc.
MHM Services
Microsoft
Morgan Stanley
MWV Foundation
National Capital Business 

Ethics Awards
National Writing Project
NCVA
Oracle USA
Page-Nelson Society of 

Virginia
Pierre F. and Enid Goodrich 

Foundation
PTC/MW
Randolph and Lucy Church 

Charitable Trust
Responsible Outgoing College 

Students
Richard E. Fox Charitable 

Foundation
Rockefeller Family Fund Inc.
Searle Freedom Trust
Sigma Xi
Southern Association for 

Women Historians
SVL Foundation
Teaching Happiness Inc.
Thelma O. Weaver Charitable 

Trust
Town Creek Foundation
UWNCA
Verizon Foundation
Washington Management 

Corporation Foundation
Wikimedia France
William B. Wiener Jr. 

Foundation

faCulty anD staff
Kenneth Albers
Colleen J. Bauer
David B. Bauer

Marjorie M. Battaglia
Rei Berroa
Jack R. Censer
Jane T. Censer
Michael G. Chang
Julie A. Christensen
Keith S. Clark 
Timothy J. Conlan
Lynne M. Constantine
Dina M. Copelman
Reeshad S. Dalal
Susanne A. Denham
Rutledge M. Dennis
Marion F. Deshmukh
Sharon M. Devlin Leon
Leslie Dyre
Jane M. Flinn
John Burt Foster Jr.
Michael P. Gilmore
Michele M. Greet
Lisa M. Gring-Pemble
Christopher H. Hamner
Angela J. Hattery
Toby Hettler
Emmett L. Holman
Daniel E. Houser
Joy R. Hughes
Michael E. Hurley
Robert D. Inglis Sr.
Deborah E. Kaplan
Theodore Mills Kelly
Cynthia A. Kierner
Theodore J. Kinnaman
Ying-Ying Kuo
Lester R. Kurtz
Meredith Lair
Jeannie B. Leonard 
Andrew Light
Nance J. Lucas
Cynthia M. Lum
Robert I. Matz
Kelly W. McCaskill
Alan G. Merten
Julie E. Owen
Roger K. Paden
Robert Pasnak
Dennis L. Petterson
Peter M. Pober
Priscilla M. Regan
Janine M. Ricouart
Jennifer L. Ritterhouse
Stephen M. Robertson
Paul M. Rogers
Madelyn C. Ross
John F. Sacco
William Schneider
Zachary M. Schrag
Kelly R. Schrum
Suzanne Scott
Jatinder P. Singh

Suzanne E. Smith
Hugh T. Sockett
Peter N. Stearns
Sean P. Takats
Tojo J. Thatchenkery
Mark Thurston 
David L. Weisburd
Jane K. Wendelin
David B. Wilson
Rosemarie Zagarri
Karl K. Zhang

former anD retIreD 
faCulty anD staff
Johannes D. Bergmann
Charlene N. Bickford
Erin A. Blake 
Jeremy K. Boggs 
Michael Bottoms
Clement C. Chen
Daniel J. Cohen
R. Douglas First
Robert W. Holder
Dee Ann Holisky
Steven R. Johnson
Michael T. Kehoe
Elyse J. B. Lehman
Bruce B. Manchester
James C. Miller III
Robert E. Pugh
Mary E. Roper
Joseph T. Scheinfeldt
Anita M. G. Taylor
Gordon Tullock
Heather Velez
Colleen A. Woodard
Margaret R. Yocom

frIenDs
Scott Adams
Wayne P. Adams
Susan B. Addison
Laura J. Adler
Vural Ak
Robert R. Andros
Monica Arce
Robert B. Armstrong, MD
Bernd Arnold
Katharine E. Bacon
Howard S. Baer
Lisa C. Baker
Robert Baker
Gail D. Bales
Franklin F. Ballinger
Glen O. Barbour
Michael W. Barnes
Allswell Barnes-Pryce
Althea J. Bates
Paul Battaglia
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Jon D. Beasley
John Beatty
Janell C. Bennett
Nancy O. Berault
Steven M. Bershader
Harlow A. Bickford
Robert L. Bish
Terence G. Blackwood
Arnold G. Blair Jr.
Michael Blieden 
Dan Bogdewic
David Bohan
Tanya Brassie
Ian Bird
David S. Brennan
Michael J. Brown
Florence H. Bucierka
Katharine C. Buckner
Marcia C. Bull
C. Beth Burch
Denise M. Burke
Molly McLaughlin Burke
Karen B. Burklow
Fred M. Butler
Elizabeth F. Cabrera
Susanne H. Carnell
Michael W. Chambers
Zachary Chapman
Minkyung Cho
Sung Ho Choi
Jon Christensen
Randolph W. Church

G. Allan Clark
Alfred M. Cohen
Rachel C. Cohen
Roger C. Cole
B. J. Cook
Sonia Cordera
Michele S. Cotter
Trammell S. Crow
Jeffrey T. Coster
A. C. Coward
Michael M. Miller
Jeffrey Cuzzi
Stuart R. Davis
Huibert Richard De Meester
Ashok Deshmukh
Mary Louise Devlin
Steven Dissauer
Andrea Dimino
John J. Donovan
Mary Dudziak
Carole A. Duff
Dave Duggal
William A. Dunn
Daniel Dutelle
M. Elizabeth Duvall
Farzad Ehtemam
Jefferson B. Elam
Geoff Eley
Rodney G. Ensley Sr.
Jay Evertt
Sandy Eyerly
Bret Eynon

Douglas Fagen
Tom Faust
Joan Fenton
Katrina N. Finfrock
Charles N. Finney
Kathleen Fitzpatrick
Sally A. Fitzpatrick
Deryl R. Fleming
Julie Foley
F. Sharleen Forrest
Gary Fourney
Neil Fraistat
Kathleen A. Frank
Mary Frederickson
Randy Freeman
William H. Gaal
Barbara B. Garrity
Gary Gerstle
Pam M. Gibert
Lore Gibson
Martha C. Girard
Tom Godbold
David Goldfarb
Robert B. Goldfarb
Peter C. Goldmark Jr.
Lynn Good
Guerry G. Gordon
William A. Gordon Jr.
Boone Gorges
William T. Gormley Jr. 
Yardly C. Gray
Jordan Grant

Gisella Green
Spencer S. Griffith
Paul L. Griffiths III
Joseph Gyomory
Margit Hanna
Bruce F. Hanneman
W. Craig Havenner
Kenneth J. Havran
Howard O. Haynie
Timothy D. Heaton
Eugenie Helitzer
Jack B. Helitzer
Daniel Helm
William C. Henley
Judith N. Henneberger
Richard G. Henninger
Philip Hepperle
James C. Hersey
Robert A. Hicks
Christopher Hilton-Johnson
Deborah Lynn Hoff
Lee D. Hoffman
Linda M. Holland
Margaret Hoover
Patricia Houser
Stewart Hughes
Thomas E. Hughes
Craig Hukill
Sooyoun Hwang
Mary Anne Inglis
David Jaffee
Eric D. Johnson

Arnita A. Jones
Erika Jones-Haskins
Robert Jordan
Finn A. Jorgensen
Jessica Just
Elizabeth Kelley
Susan Kelly
William W. Kelly
Ross J. Kelson
Robert C. Kilmer
Yong H. Kim
Susan R. Komives
Michael W. Komnenous
Gary J. Kornblith
Joseph Kozloski
Kari Kraus
Lore D. Kuehnert
Brandon R. Labman
Victor E. LaFave III
Kevin Lander
Susan L. Lanson
John W. Larkin
James E. Leavitt III
Donald R. Lehman
Kristin Lehner
Andrew E. Lieberman
Geri Lightburn
Carol C. Limbach
Nora A. Lindenberg
Richard B. Logan
Marjorie L. Lomax
Richard O. Lowe
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Gary F. Rast
Shannon Reber
Kathryn L. Rector
Cathy L. Reis
Margaret H. Remington
Eric Remy
Susan Reverby
Edward Hart Rice
Arthur Rich
Stephen H. Ries
P. Michael Riffert
Michele H. Riley
William R. Rittenhouse
Diane O. Rivenburg
Kenneth X. Robbins 
Julian H. Robertson Jr.
Gregory Robinson
Laura R. Robinson
Jeffrey C. Rodman
David P. Rokeach
Paul L. Roney Jr.
Alisa Roost
Paul Rosendall
David K. Rosner
Molly O. Ross
Abby S. Rumsey
T. Alan Russell
Josh Sacks
Nicholas Salvatore
Andrew R. Sather
Anne Scheinfeldt
Arthur W. Schmidt Jr.
Walter J. Scott
David M. Seager
Mark Setton
Min Shaheen
Kenneth M. Shutika
Karen Silien
Margaret Skovira
Andrea Slawski

Robert W. Ludwick Jr.
Christopher Koper
Kurt Luther
Matthew MacArthur
Sheri L. A. Maeda
George R. Magher
Lisa Mallam
Nancy D. Manning
Kara Marsh
Cheryl Martin
Steven W. Martineau
Suzann W. Matthews
Steven W. McAllister
Duncan McCaskill
Jeffrey W. McClurken 
Monica McCormick
James McDermott
Barry McGhan
Ellen McGrath
Richard D. McKinley
Marjorie L. McLellan
Marshall E. McMahon
David J. McMunn
Jim McNinch
Anne M. Meddis
Julie Meloni
David E. Menotti
Philip E. Merritt
Sarah L. Merten
E. Ryan Miller
Frederick V. Mills Jr.
Sally E. Misencik
Thomas J. Moore
Richard Morgan

Ryan N. Morgan
Sirak Mulatu
Karin Murphy
Monica E. Newby
Katherine H. Nix
Amy S. Normann
Durell R. Notz
David Novak
Bethany Nowviskie
James P. O’Brien
Lisa H. O’Dell
Cynthia Ogden
Ilsung Oh
Gerry Ohrstrom
Marjee Owens
Vivian A. Panaggio
Panayotis G. Pantazis
Tamara K. Parker
Mark Patrick
Larry K. J. Patterson
Mike Paxos
Bernardo Peixoto
Robert F. Pence
Susan S. Pence
Hugh D. Perrine
Nils D. Petermann
Melissa Peterson
Janet M. Pfeiffer
Miriam C. Pitchford
Linda M. Poturica-Stalvey
Theodora G. Predaris
Wade H. Privette Jr.
Jean M. Pugh
Kathleen B. Purvis

Jason A. Small
Earl Smith
Rebecca S. Snider
Ann Powell Sniffin
John W. Snow
Ann Sockett
Nancy M. Sorgen
Robert Speidel
James A. Stamm
Keith Stanger
Kristin Stapleton
Andrew Stazi
Arthur J. Stefanelli
Lonny D. Sturgeon
David Suisman
Gail S. Sullivan
Thomas Swigart
Carol A. Swistak
Carol R. Szwed
Rachelle Temple
Ami Thompson
Shelly R. Thompson
Allison Thurman
Nicolaus Tideman
Georgi Tonia
Kelly Trout
Adam Turner
J. Tyler
Terry J. Tyson
Kathy Umbdenstock
Cenobio Urena
Elisabeth Vermilye
Lee C. Waaks
Charles J. Waldron Jr.
John E. Walker
Melody S. Walley
Beverly C. Walters
Ray Warner
Susannah Washburn
Tracy Anderson Wayson

Thelma O. Weaver
Danielle Webb
J.C. Webster
Greg Wendel
Eileen M. Wiegert
Stephen N. Wiley
Jacqueline Wilson
Susan S. Wilson
Jeffrey R. Wyatt
Tsutomu Yagi
Andrew Yates
Betty K. Yocom
Nancy M. Yocom
Karl D. Yordy
Vika Zafrin
Andrew Zaso

parents anD 
granDparents
Jamal M. al-Barzinji
Sevim Baslangic
Nora E. Bauland
Robert W. Belcher
Teresa Brown
Vincent B. Budny
Donald G. Chapman
Gabe Covert
Howard D. Criswell
Bernadette DaCruz
Elizabeth C. Dinella
Louis L. Ford
Helena Solo Gabriele
Marguerite D. Godbold*
Melanie Greenwalt
Erik W. Landberg
Russell C. Libby
Virginia Lundy
H. Diehl McKalip
Diana Mellott
M. Yaqub Mirza
Linda O’Brien
Thomas O’Grady
Larry H. Oppenheimer
Peter J. Palermo
Michele Patarino
Daniel Pennington
Eddie B. Pruitte Jr.
Davetta Rinehart
D’Arcy W. Roper III
Peggy Schmidt
Kristina D. Sheridan
Daniel Smith
Thomas J. Solak
Peter Storch
Otto A. Strassburg
Steven A. Sultan
Lidian Taylor 
Jane S. Turner
Patrick C. Turner
William B. Vander Clute
Laura Vogl
Daniel Warcholak
John C. Wasley III
Wol K. Welsh
Verna White
Margaret L. Wieners 
Michael Wynn
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BoDy of water
My mother is a fish declares Faulkner’s youngest 
in the novel that finds its points of view on the pathway 
to hades. All things, at their base, are water, 

thales, the first Western philosopher, tells me.
In life, my author, you chose birds to speak to, 
whistling at them through the threshold of your door 

from your wheelchair. I make now this poem, luminous,
hollow channels, to give you a place to occupy—
I give you water now, of which all things in this work 

are composed. Be now a fish in this sky mirror, 
soul body of the vertebrate animal, 
chordata—head of light holes and life hole, 

notochord, tail. As you lay dying, 
I gave you this—drops for your tongue,
subtle rider of words, mute body of words:

here, a plastic straw to carry water to your lips.

BoDy of movIng anD lIgHt
Like a silvery fish pulled out of the dark water.
And so the opportunity for confusion
or clarity is intensified seven times.

the camera shakes, disorienting—
attached clandestinely to a belt, 
hidden below a backpack worn front-wise,

it enters the market through an aisle between 
two ice covered, shallow cases that hold numerous fish, 
some still moving—a cod head, disembodied, 

opens its life hole repeatedly, as if
respiring, occupying the transitional state 
between tank life and the next, the state of ice,

and then the interior of the fish market, 
beyond the ice trays, tanks filled with separate species,
each tank large enough to hold a full-grown person inside.

The latest faculty addition to 
the Department of English 

Creative Writing Program, poet 
Peter Streckfus, MFA ’00, resides 
this year at the American Academy 
in Rome, where he represents 
George Mason University as the 
2013–14 Brodsky Rome Prize 
Fellow in Literature. He and his 

wife, poet and translator Heather Green, begin teaching at 
Mason in September. 

The following two poems come from Streckfus’s poem 
sequence “Videos of Fish.” The sequence speaks to the 
spirit of the poet’s late father, adapting devices from Dante 
and the biomechanics of the most primitive of vertebrate 
bodies, the fish, to envision paths of the disembodied soul. 
The poems are featured in Streckfus’s second collection, 
Errings, published this year by Fordham University Press.



nonprofit Organization
u.s. Postage

PAId
PPCO

4400 university drive, Ms 3A3
Fairfax, Virginia 22030


