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Analyses based on source data from the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2011-2015 distributed through IPUMS-USA, 
University of Minnesota, www.ipums.org. Maps are based on the Census Bureau's Tiger/Line shape files. 

Overall, 19 percent of employed truck drivers in the transportation industry in 
the U.S. are immigrants. The largest percentage of immigrant truck drivers live in 
California (30 percent) followed by Texas (14 percent), Florida (10 percent), 
Illinois (9 percent), New Jersey (6 percent), and New York (5 percent). 
Additionally, 42 percent of immigrant truck drivers are proficient in English 
(speaks very well or above).  

The maps to the left show the most common occupation among employed 
immigrants by Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMA) for select states. The most 
common reported occupations for immigrants in Nevada include food 
preparation/serving and building, ground cleaning, and maintenance. In 
California, a majority of occupations immigrants are employed in include 
farming, fishing, and forestry; office and administrative support; and sales. 
Immigrant workers in Texas  were more likely to be employed in construction; 
building, grounds cleaning, and maintenance; and production occupations. 
Throughout the state of Indiana, immigrants were more likely to be employed in 
production, food preparation/serving, transportation and material moving, and 
construction occupations. Lastly, the most common report occupations for 
immigrants living in both Ohio and Michigan include production; management, 
business, science, and arts occupations; and healthcare practitioners.  

The graph at the bottom depicts the distribution of median personal income 
among full-time employed immigrant and U.S. born truck drivers. Compared to 
U.S. born truck drivers, immigrant truck drivers reported a lower personal 
median income ($46,053 vs. $40,000). Additionally, almost half (49 percent) of 
immigrant truck drivers earn below $40,000 compared to only 36 percent of U.S. 
born truck drivers. However, there is less of a disparity in pay for workers 
earning more than $75,000. For example, 14 percent of U.S. born and 12 percent 
of immigrant truck drivers earn over $75,000. 
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ABOUT THE INSTITUTE FOR IMMIGRATION RESEARCH 

The IIR works to refocus the immigration conversation among academics, policy-makers and the public, including the business community and 
media, by producing and disseminating unbiased and objective, interdisciplinary academic research related to immigrants and immigration to 
the United States. The Institute for Immigration Research is a joint venture between George Mason University and the Immigrant Learning 
Center, Inc. (ILC) of Massachusetts. To learn more about the Institute for Immigration Research call (703) 993-5833, email iir@gmu.edu, or 
visit us online at iir.gmu.edu. 
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IMMIGRATION DATA ON DEMAND (iDod) 

The iDod service is offered free of charge to help individuals and institutions examine the immigrant populations of 
their particular geography. Recipients of this data will see how immigrants provide vital contributions to the economy 
and society of the U.S. Ultimately, the goal of the iDod project is to create collaborations and connect people with 
data of interest on immigrant populations from their particular geographic region or economic sector. 

iDod 
Immigration 
Data on Demand 
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Age Distribution among Employed Immigrant 
and U.S. Born Truck Drivers in the 

Transportation Industry 

The map to the left and the shows the most common race and ethnicity 
among employed immigrant truck drivers in the transportation industry by 
Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMA) for California and Nevada. Overall, 
across the entire U.S. a majority of employed immigrant truck drivers are 
White Hispanic (40 percent) followed by White non-Hispanic (21 percent), 
race not specified Hispanic (17 percent), Asian non-Hispanic (10 percent), 
Black non-Hispanic (8 percent), and other races and ethnicities (4 percent) 

The most common reported race and ethnicity for employed immigrant 
truck drivers in Nevada, California, and Texas is White Hispanic (38 
percent, 41 percent, and 72 percent). However, 80 percent of employed 
immigrant truck drivers in Michigan are White non-Hispanic. In Indiana, 44 
percent of immigrant truck drivers are White non-Hispanic and 22 percent 
are Asian non-Hispanic. Lastly, half (50 percent) of immigrant truck drivers 
in Ohio are white non-Hispanic and 30 percent are black non-Hispanic.  

The graph at the bottom left depicts the age distribution among U.S. born 
and immigrant truck drivers in the transportation industry.  Overall, U.S. 
born truck drivers tended to be slightly older than immigrant truck drivers 
in the transportation industry. Compared to U.S. born truck drivers, there 
is a higher concentration of immigrant truck drivers between the ages of 
35 to 54. However, there is a much greater percentage of truck drivers 
over the age of 55 who are born in the U.S.  

The table below shows the top 10 countries of birth among employed 
immigrant truck drivers in the transportation industry. The majority of 
immigrant truck drivers (33 percent) are from Mexico followed by El 
Salvador (8 percent), Cuba (7 percent), and India (5 percent). The 
remaining 47 percent of immigrant truck drivers come from 147 different 
countries. 

Top 10 Countries of Birth among Employed Immigrant 
Truck Drivers in the Transportation Industry 

Country of Birth Percent Country of Birth Percent 

Mexico 33% Ukraine 2% 

El Salvador 8% Dominican Republic 2% 

Cuba 7% Jamaica 2% 

India 5% Bosnia 2% 

Guatemala 2% All Other Countries 
(n= 141)  

35%  
Poland 2% 

Estimated Immigrant Population of Employed Truck 
Drivers in the Transportation Industry (Ages 16+)  

224,722  
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