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Median Income for Immigrants by Census Tract

The map to the left displays the median income
for immigrants in San Mateo County by Census
tract. The highest median incomes can be found
among immigrants living south and west of Los
Altos and north of Santa Clara. Immigrants with
lower median incomes reside in significant
portions of the western coast of San Mateo
County.
The graph at the bottom and to the left displays
the educational attainment for immigrants in San
Mateo County. About 24 percent of immigrants
have a bachelor's degree, which is higher than
the percentage for all immigrants in the United
States. Also, abut 14.4 percent of immigrants
have a graduate or professional degree, slightly
lower than the percentage for all immigrants in
the United States.
The chart at the bottom and to the right
indicates that Mexico is the top country of birth
for 20 percent of immigrants in San Mateo
County. Another 18.6 percent were born in the
Philippines and 9.1 percent in China. However,
the immigrant population in the county is quite
diverse given that 30.6 percent of its population
could possibly have come from 125 countries.

Top Ten Countries of Birth Among Immigrants
in San Mateo County
Countries of Birth
Mexico
Philippines
China
El Salvador
India
Hong Kong
Guatemala
Vietnam
Taiwan
Nicaragua
All Other Countries
Estimated Population

Percent
20
18
9
5
3
3
2
2
2
1
30
255,110

Educational Attainment for Immigrants
Less than HS
HS Diploma or GED
Some College

Associate's Degree
Bachelor's Degree
Graduate or Professional
Degree
0%
U.S.

20%

40%

San Mateo County

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. American Community Survey, 2010-2014. ipums.org extracts. Tigerline shapefiles.
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Most Common World Region of Birth for Immigrants
The map to the left displays the most common
world region of birth for immigrants. Immigrants
from East Asia (ex. China, Japan, South Korea) are
largely clustered around the Los Altos area. The
Santa Clara area has clusters of immigrants from
South central Asia and Southeast Asia (ex. India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, etc.)
The chart to the bottom left displays the industries
for immigrant workers in the county. Immigrants
are in a diverse number of industries as indicated
by the 61 percent of them in the "All Other
Industries." However, the top industries overall
(Food, Construction, and Hospitals) are all service
industries.
The graph to the bottom right displays the ages of
immigrants in the county compared to the
national averages. Immigrants in San Mateo
County tend to be slightly older than the national
immigrant communities.

Age Distribution for Immigrants
Industry for Immigrant Workers in San Mateo County
Industries
Restaurants and other food services
Construction
Hospitals
Computer systems design and related services
Services to buildings and dwellings
Private households
Traveler accommodation
Landscaping services
Elementary and secondary schools
Real estate
All Other Industries
Estimated Population of Immigrant Workers (Ages 16+)

Percent
8
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6
4
2
2
2
2
2
1
61
164,828
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ABOUT THE INSTITUTE FOR IMMIGRATION RESEARCH
IIR works to refocus the immigration conversation among academics, policy-makers and the public, including the business community and
media, by producing and disseminating unbiased and objective, interdisciplinary academic research related to immigrants and immigration to
the United States. The Institute for Immigration Research is a joint venture between George Mason University and the Immigrant Learning
Center, Inc. (ILC) of Massachusetts. To learn more about the Institute for Immigration Research call (703) 993-5833, email iir@gmu.edu, or
visit us online iir.gmu.edu.

IMMIGRATION DATA ON DEMAND (iDod)
The iDod service is offered free of charge to help individuals and institutions examine the immigrant populations of
their particular geography. Recipients of this data will see how immigrants provide vital contributions to the
economy and society of the U.S. Ultimately, the goal of the iDod project is to create collaborations and connect
people with data from their particular region or sector of interest on immigrant populations.

