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Name-calling for political gains

 In the United States

 2004: Zbigniew Brzezinski compared Putin to Benito Mussolini

 2005: former CIA director James Woolsey remarked that “the Russian 
administration under Putin” was “generally behaving more and more 
like a fascist government” 

 2014: State Secretary Hillary Clinton compared Putin’s actions in Ukraine 
with those of Hitler in Europe just before World War II 

 Among Russian opposition

 In 2013 opponent Garry Kasparov stated “The mask is off–fascism has 
come to Russia (and) it came from the Kremlin.”

 In Ukraine

 Former minister of Defense Anatoliy Hrytsenko called Putin “a fascist of 
the third millennium”



Visual memes and new nicknames



Mirror Games with Russia over the 

Ukrainian crisis
Russian TV presented 

Kyiv government as a 

‘fascist junta’

Old Soviet roots of using ‘fascists’

to define Ukrainians

Old Soviet 

narratives 

about the 

CIA as 

training 

fascists 

worldwide



An underlined political repertoire: 

branding Russia as evil

 Russia is a dictatorship, not an hybrid 

authoritarian regime

 Russia has exited the international 

community and cannot be considered 

a legitimate partner

 Putin’s regime should be overthrown

 Popular support for Putin is 

illegitimate/not understandable

 Russians are “not ready” for democracy

 It is Russia’s fate to be totalitarian



Putin

Hitler Stalin

Yale Prof. Timothy Snyder: Russia today 

is to be paralleled with the Soviet Union 

signing the 1939 Ribbentrop-Molotov 

Pact with Nazi Germany

“Vladimir Putin has chosen to 

rehabilitate the alliance between Hitler 

and Stalin that began World War II”

Hidden ideological context: the 

equation between Nazism and 

Communism

The (mis)use of historical analogies



From CA to damaging country’s image

 “Jews are blamed for the 

Holocaust on national 

television; an Intellectual 

close to the Kremlin praises 

Hitler as a statesman; Russian 

Nazis march on May Day; 

Nuremberg-style rallies where 

torches are carried in 

swastika formations are 

presented as anti-fascist; and 

a campaign against 

homosexuals is presented as 

a defense of true European 

civilization.”



Reductio ad Fascism
as a globalized delegitimizing tool

 World-wide phenomenon: anyone who challenges 

the ‘Western liberal world order’

 Difficulties by the ‘liberals’ (Russia), ‘left’ (Europe), 

‘democrats’ (US) to comprehend the phenomenon 

other than by labelling it fascism

 Making use of archaic and decontextualized labels to 

name new enemies

 Dismissing the attraction of such ‘ideologies’ and of 

their leaders

 Refusing to discuss the failure of ‘liberals’ to capture 

the popular vote after the collapse of classic, Marxist-

inspired, ideological products


