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The Institute for Immigration Research  
&  

Studio PAUSE  
welcome you to  

 

A Celebration of the  
Contributions of Immigrant Artists  

as Entrepreneurs 
 

Monday, May 2nd, 2016  
 

7:00 PM  
Music by Ernesto Bravo 

&  
Hors D’oeuvres and Drinks 

from Lebanese Taverna 
 

7:45 PM 
Welcome from  

Executive Director of the IIR,  
Ms. Mónica Gómez Isaac  

&  
IIR Director, Dr. James Witte 

 
7:50 PM  

Introduction of Studio PAUSE Artists 
 

8:15 PM 
Celebration of Music & Art 



Dear lovers of art and immigration: 

Thank you for attending tonight’s celebration of immigrant artists 

and entrepreneurs. 

Four years ago, I partnered with George Mason University to create 

the Institute for Immigration Research because I knew that this 

country needed reliable, accurate information about immigrants. I 

saw first-hand the enormous contributions of immigrants, while on 

the news and from the mouths of policy makers I heard damaging 

falsehoods about immigrants as a detriment to the country. 

The current political climate has made matters even worse. Tonight 

the beauty of the artwork and the truth of the research are a perfect 

response to the ugly lies being spread. I sleep better at night know-

ing that I have done my part to help the Institute for Immigration 

Research shed some light in the darkness. 

Please enjoy this evening, and I hope you will join me in supporting 

the Institute for Immigration Research. 

Diane Portnoy  

Founder and  

CEO The Immigrant Learning Center, Inc. 



Dear guests: 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to this evening’s event, “A 
Celebration of Immigrant Artists as Entrepreneurs.”  

One goal for tonight is to introduce you to the Institute for Immigration 
Research (IIR) and the work we have been doing since 2012 to highlight 
the positive economic contributions of immigrants. Related to this, we 
wish to celebrate the continued support from the Immigrant Learning 
Center (ILC) in Malden, MA and its founder and CEO Diane Portnoy. 

We also want to highlight the wonderful work of our friends from Studio 
PAUSE. Conversations with these artists, especially Sushmita Mazumdar, 
were the inspiration for new research at the IIR. This research will look at 
immigrant artists and the contributions they make to U.S. life. In this 
work we will look at artists, specifically immigrant artists, as 
entrepreneurs. The terms often used for entrepreneurs (innovative, 
flexible, dynamic, risk taking, creative, and growth oriented) equally 
characterize the work of artists. In thinking about artists as 
entrepreneurs, our aim is not intended to come up with a business model 
for the arts. Rather, our primary emphasis is how we can all learn from 
the entrepreneurial outlook of immigrant artists who create value for 
themselves and the communities in which they live. 

Finally, we have a new effort to gain further support for our work through 
the “Friends of the IIR” giving circle. The IIR’s efforts to provide 
objective data become increasingly important as misleading statements 
about immigrants are all too common in political and public discourse 
today. Immigrants from Guatemala City to Kabul, from Accra to 
Shanghai, and all points in between strengthen our economy, anchor our 
communities and invigorate our culture. Please consider lending your 
support to aid our efforts to substitute information for ignorance. 

I wish you an evening of inspiring art, captivating music, and delicious 
food shared with like-minded people who recognize the contributions of 
today’s new Americans. 
 
James C. Witte 
Director of the Institute for Immigration Research 

Institute for 
Immigration Research 



Good evening and thank you for joining us. 

It was through Empowered Women International’s founder, Marga 
Fripp, that I first came to George Mason University to speak on a 
panel at the Southeastern Women’s Association Conference in March 
of 2012. There, I met the staff of the IIR and then again at an event at 
George Washington University in 2015. Later that same year at the 
IIR open house, I met Dr. Witte and talked about my studio. I recalled 
something Eritrean artist, Yosief Habte, had mentioned at the 
opening reception of his show at my studio. He had said that in his 
country, he was an artist. When he was asked to create art for a show 
here, it made this place feel like home too. 

Following our conversation at the open house IIR researcher, Louise 
Puck and Executive Director, Monica Gomez Isaac, and Graduate 
Researchers came to visit Studio PAUSE to share ideas, ask questions, 
and learn more about immigrant artists and entrepreneurship.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff and students 
who make up the IIR for their amazing ideas, warm hospitality, 
friendship and collaboration. The work they do is so important and 
builds connections between the university and the immigrant artist 
community. It is a collaboration worth celebrating! 

With much love and admiration, 
 
Sushmita Mazumdar 
Studio PAUSE 
Making Time to Explore Creativity & Celebrate Community 



 

Sushmita Mazumdar 
Sushmita Mazumdar came to 
the U.S. from Mumbai, India, in 
1999 with a BFA and ten years 
experience working in the 
advertising industry. Here, she 
continued her work, as well as 
served as a docent at the 
Smithsonian’s Freer & Sakler 
Galleries of Art. She started 
writing real life, multicultural 
stories and making them into 
unique, handmade storybooks 
for her children to know about 
how wonderfully different, yet 
similar her childhood had been 
to theirs. 

Sushmita’s Handmade Storybooks have sold at art galleries 
and museums. She designed and taught activities for the 
Smithsonian Heritage 
Month Programs, D.C. 
Public Libraries, Glen Echo 
Park, and Alexandria City 
Public Schools where 
families, children, and 
seniors learned to share 
their stories through books 
they created. After her first 
solo show in 2012, and with 
the help of Empowered 
Women International and 
Kiva Zip, Sushmita opened 
Studio PAUSE, where she 
works, teaches, and 
encourages artists, writers, 
and everyday people to 
explore creativity and 
celebrate community. 



Making Connections 
At this evening’s Institute for Immigration Research 
celebration, Sushmita would like to introduce you to some of 
the artists who have shared their art and stories and helped 
build the community at Studio PAUSE. You can find more 
about these artists at StudioPAUSE.com/PAUSEcalendar. 

 From Doom to Bloom: Mixed Media Artworks by Yosief 
Habte, opened Studio PAUSE’s second location at Ballston in 
2015. Yosief came to a reception at Studio PAUSE in 2015, 
invited by Studio member Anne-Marie McGranaghan, who 
wanted him to have a show at the studio.  

 Facets of Woman: Portraits by Doler Shah, opened at Studio 
PAUSE in 2014. Sushmita met Doler at an event that Doler 
was hosting at her restaurant in D.C. It was then that they 
found they had gone to the same art school in India. 
Sushmita launched her Handmade Storybooks with a 
Storytime Brunch at Doler’s restaurant in 2008.  

 The Flavor of the Universe: Art and Poetry by Rana Jaafar 
Yaseen, was on view at the Studio in 2014.  Artist friend 
Kathlyn James Avila-Reyes, Rana’s sculpture instructor, 
introduced Rana to Sushmita. “You have to meet Rana,” Kat 
had said. “She has so much to share!”  

 The Dancer Within: Artworks by Sharmila Karamchandani, 
was on view at the Studio in 2015. Sharmila was Sushmita’s 
trainer when she did the training for women entrepreneurs 
through Empowered Women International in 2008. 
Together they still create art and dream up ideas.  



Yosief Habte 
Yosief Habte’s art was  
exhibited in New York 
even before he set foot in 
the United States 14 
months ago. As a new 
resident from Eritrea, he 
brings cultural flavor and 
an outlook from a 
different dimension. 

Trained at the Addis 
Ababa Art School, Habte 
developed his talent over 
20 years with more than 
a dozen solo and group 
exhibitions. He  shows 
mastery in water-colors, 
acrylics and collage.  

His collage practice 
started more than a decade ago with a post card he made for a 
friend. While his collages’ three-dimensional feel made them 
popular, it was the recycling of paper that prompted him to 
pursue this medium. He regards it as giving a second chance 
to paper that is tossed aside and reflects on how changing our 

perspective can turn 
doom into bloom. In 
his current work he 
strives to show the 
wealth in the destitute. 
As he says, “It is a 
matter of finding it.” 
 

 
E-mail: 
yoab03@gmail.com 



Doler Shah was born in  
Dodoma, Tanzania. She 
was sent to India for 
school in a new language 
of instruction. During her 
twelve years there, she 
completed high school, 
and got her BFA at Sir 
J.J. School of Fine Arts, 
where she graduated 
Summa Cum Laude. 

Doler has won many 
awards for murals, 
design, poetry, and 
watercolors in India and 
the US. She worked on 
the designs for many 
restaurants in India and 

abroad before coming to 
the U.S. In the last 33 years, Doler started twelve restaurants 
in the DC metro area—some 
staying in business for more 
than 30 years. 
 
"There has always been an 
innate need for creativity in my 
life. I feel like I will cease to live 
if I do not create,” Doler says. 
She loves to paint watercolors 
of nature. "It transports me to 
that location.   Nature is the 
most spectacular artist, and I 
fear her time is running out.”  

Email:  
doler.shah@gmail.com 

Doler Shah 
 



Rana Jaafar Yaseen is a self-
motivated entrepreneur, 
originally from Iraq. She arrived 
in the U.S. in 2013 as an award 
winning poet, artist, and TV host. 
Since then, her life’s journey took 
a different path: Self-discovery 
and leadership. She has 
incorporated her past tragic 
experiences and successes in the 
Middle East. Her creativity is a 
way of healing, and her new 
education in the space of self-
motivation and empowerment 
has allowed her to launch the 

“Change Maker, Peace Builder Initiative” to provide refugees, 
immigrants and survivors empowerment, leadership 
development, healing and better integration in the U.S. 
 
She has experienced loss, domestic violence, kidnapping, and 
blackmail, but she has learned to transform pain and fear into 
creative activities. 

Simply, “a challenge isn’t   
impossible to handle; it’s an 
opportunity to create. The 
power is within, and the sun 
could always be created.   
Nothing can stop us when the 
heart starts singing and 
everyone has the song inside.”  
~ Rana 

E-mail:  
rana@cmpbinitiative.org  
Website: 
www.cmpbinitiative.org  

Rana Jaafar Yaseen 



Sharmila 
Karamchandani, an 
Indian-born artist and 
graphic designer, has a 
passion for working in 
arts education and   
community non-profits. 
She received her 
Master’s in Graphic 
Design from the 
Savannah College of Art 
and Design. Sharmila is 

a Graphic Design professor at The Art Institute of Washington-
Dulles and freelances design projects in the greater D.C. Metro 
area. She is a lead trainer and teaches entrepreneurship at 
Empowered Women International, a local non-profit based in 
Alexandria that helps immigrant and refugee women establish 
their own businesses. 

Sharmila is driven by passion and innovation. She loves 
creating with her hands. When not teaching, she submerges 
herself in experiments with several mediums including jewelry 
design, painting, mixed-media collages, photography, 
calligraphy, and 
henna painting. 
Sharmila aims 
one day to have 
her own art 
school and is 
actively working 
towards making 
that dream a 
possibility. 

E-mail:  
Sdkhush 
@gmail.com 

Sharmila Karamchandani 



Photographs of the artists in this program are by Studio 

PAUSE member Yuri Long. Yuri Long is a portrait 

photographer in the Washington, D.C. region and seeks to 

create beautiful images, document special moments, and 

tell visual stories through carefully curated selections of 

photographs. Yuri’s show, Uncommon Hues: New 

Photographs by Yuri Long was on view at Studio PAUSE 

Ballston in March of 2016.  

Email: yuri@yurilongphotography.com  
Website: http://www.yurilongphotography.com  
 

Yuri Long 



 

Ernesto Bravo  

Ernesto Bravo, a musician originally from Santiago, Chile, 

moved to the United States in 1994 and became a  

naturalized citizen. His performance consists of folkloric 

music from the Andes, deeply rooted in traditional and 

romantic songs from Bolivia, Peru and Chile, as well as North 

America and Europe. He is versed in guitar, charango, pan 

flute, bamboo flute, and bombo, a Latin American style bass 

drum. 

Ernesto’s journey in life as an artist has not only exposed him 

to many different languages, cultures, and musical styles, but 

also provided him with opportunities to connect with others 

through musical language in every corner of the world.  

Ernesto was introduced to Sushmita by Studio PAUSE 

member Tannia Talento. His art and stories fit in perfectly 

for this celebration 

Email: ernestobravo@live.com  
Website: www.ernestobravo.com  
 



Friends of the Institute  

Growing the IIR Public Profile 
In contrast to heated rhetoric about immigration, reliable and 
unbiased research results are needed to cool the discussion with 
objective information. Our unique and novel research projects cannot 
be possible without the generous support of dedicated individuals like 
yourself. We recognize the importance of people who are an integral 
part of our local, state, and national economies. 

Please consider joining our effort as a Friend of the IIR and help us to 
further expand our research with a donation. With this donation, you 
will become a member of the Friends of the IIR, help finance research 
projects,  travel to academic conferences, and local presentations held 
at George Mason University to educate the greater public on 
immigration. Supporting the IIR demonstrates your commitment to 
immigrant entrepreneurship and innovation in America. By committing 
to the IIR, you support an institution the helps make Mason a top 
research university, as recognized by the influential Carnegie 
Classification. 

Your support is essential to setting the record straight about 
immigrants and the positive impacts they have on the U.S. economy. 
We hope you will choose to be a part of this effort and make a 
donation today. 

For more information about the Friends of the IIR, please contact 
Mónica Gómez Isaac at mgomezis@gmu.edu. 

Dr. James C. Witte 
Director 

Dr. Justin P. Lowry 
Post Doctoral  

Research Fellow 

Ms. Mónica Gómez Isaac 
Executive Director 



Address:  4400 University Drive 
  MSN 1D7 
  Fairfax, VA 22030 
Website: iir.gmu.edu 

Phone:  703-993-5833 

Email:  iir@gmu.edu 

Facebook: Institute for Immigration Research - GMU 

Twitter:  @IIRGMU 

Institute for 
Immigration Research 

Examining the economic contributions of all immigrants 

IIR Advisory Board Members 

Mrs. Diane Portnoy, President and C.E.O. 

of the Immigrant Learning Center, Inc. 

Honorable Frank Bailey 

Dr. Deborah Boehm-Davis 

Dr. Jack Censer 

Dr. Lingxin Hao 

Dr. Daniel Hauser 

Mr. Jason Silverman 

Dr. James Witte  



A Statement from 
George Mason University 
President Ángel Cabrera 

 
Thank you for attending this wonderful event. Tonight’s 
“Celebration of the Contributions of Immigrant Artists 
as Entrepreneurs” will showcase talented individuals 
from around the world who will share their experiences 
and perspectives through art and music. George Mason 
University’s commitment to inclusion and diversity also 
will be on display. The work and dedication of our 
Institute for Immigration Research epitomizes Mason’s 
dedication to researching the many ways immigrants 
contribute to our country culturally, economically and 
socially. We are extremely grateful to Diane Portnoy, the 
Immigrant Learning Center’s founder and CEO, for her 
generous support. We hope you will join her in that 
effort.  

We can accomplish so much more when we work 
together— university and community leaders, policy 
makers, entrepreneurs, diplomats, advocacy groups, 
donors and many others— to support this important 
program that has accomplished so much in its short 
history to help spotlight the many positive contributions 
of immigrants in our country.  

Please enjoy tonight’s event, and thank you again for 
your support of the IIR. 


