
  

 

April 2013 

Dear Alumnus, 

Greetings from Fairfax! The semester is in full swing. We have been extremely 
busy here at the college, and are looking forward to staying that way with some 

of the events we’ve got coming up. 

TEDx GeorgeMasonU 

Saturday, April 6 @ 1 p.m. 
Performing Arts Building, Room 105 

RSVP Here 

The TEDx tradition is returning to George Mason University in April for its second 

year. TED conferences (“TED” originally stood for “Technology, Entertainment, 
and Design”) began in 1984 as a series of events organized around “talks,” short 

discussions on a variety of topics, many of which are available online. TEDx is 
the community-based program through which organizations hold their own 

conferences. George Mason has its conference coming up in April, and is featuring 

integrative studies and mathematics professor Michael Randy Gabel, of New 
Century College. 

Conversation with Jim Lehrer:  

Reflections on a Career in Journalism 

Wednesday, April 10 @ 3 p.m. 
Mason Hall, Meese Conference Room 

RSVP here 

The college is working with Mason’s Department of 

Intercollegiate Athletics and Mason Wrestling to bring to 
campus a real icon in the news business. Jim Lehrer and I 

will sit down to talk about his experiences on the front line 
of some of the most pivotal events of the latter part of the 

20th century, not to mention the 12 presidential and vice-
presidential debates he has moderated. There will be an 

opportunity for questions and answers, and after the event, 

Jim will sign copies of his most recent book, Tension City: 
Inside the Presidential Debates.  

Alumni News 

Elyse Leeds Acanda, 

BA English ’94, has combined her experience at 
Mason with her love of yoga to raise money for 

charities that support children around the world. 
By sponsoring yoga events in which the 

participants obtain pledges from sponsors, she 
has made a great contribution to those less 

College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences 

  

Upcoming Events 

Leading to Well-Being: Facilitating 
Leadership for a Well-Lived Life 

Friday, April 12 @ 8:30 a.m. 
Mason Inn Conference Center and Sponsored 

by the 
Center for Consciousness 

and Transformation 

Seventh Annual Conference for 
Governance: Why Democracy? 

Friday, April 12 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mason Hall, 

Meese Conference Room 
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fortunate: in 2008, she raised $6,000 for the Cambodian Children’s Fund, and last 
year, she raised $22,000 for victims of abuse in India. 

Kendall Bilbrey, BS Integrative Studies ’12, earned her concentration in 

conservation studies at the new Smithsonian-Mason School for 

Conservation. Following her graduation in May, she embarked on a post-college 
internship at the Chengdu Panda Base in Chengdu, China. The SMSC is the only 

school of its kind; Mason works with the Smithsonian Conservation Biology 
Institute, combing elements of biology, public policy, economics, education, and 

wildlife management to provide a truly unique educational experience. 

Faculty News 

Dan Cohen, associate professor in the Department 
of History and Art History and director of the Roy 

Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media, has 
been chosen to be the executive director of the new 

Digital Public Library of America. The DPLA is 

formally launching in April, and its goal is to become 
a preeminent resource where the public can obtain 

access to a large variety of cultural materials that 
have been digitized and collected throughout the United States. Dan has been the 

director of the Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media for the 
past five and a half years. His contributions to the university have been great and 

he will be missed. We wish him every success in his new 

responsibilities. 

Rosemarie Zagarri, also of the Department of History and 
Art History, has been confirmed as a University Professor by 

Mason’s Board of Visitors. University professors are those 

faculty members who have made a great impact on the 
university, and this honor is richly deserved by Rosemarie. 

Her areas of research include early American history 
(colonial – 1820), early American women, and 18th century 

transatlantic history. She has earned numerous awards, 

research fellowships, and grants, and has written prolifically. 
We congratulate Rosemarie and are delighted to count her 

among our faculty.  

 Yours in Patriot Pride, 

 

Jack R. Censer 

Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Alumni Website  

Alumni Events  
Alumni Weekend  

Donate   
Vision Series 

Stay Connected 
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