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The American Vine  

 
[A Call to Repentance and a Plea for God’s 

Providential Care of the American Colonies]* 
 
 

On a National Fast Day 
July 20th, 1775 

 
 

 A Sermon, Preached in Christ-Church, Philadelphia,  
 

before the Honourable Continental Congress,  
 

Being the Day Recommended by Them for a General Fast throughout the 
United English Colonies of America. 

 
By Jacob Duché. 

 
 
 

PSALM LXXX. VERSE XIV. 

Psalm 80:14 
 

RETURN, WE BESEECH THEE, O GOD OF HOSTS!  
LOOK DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND BEHOLD AND VISIT THE VINE! 

 
 
 
 
 

Philadelphia: James Humphreys, 1775. 



~      ~ 
 

Formatting, editing and helps provided by Christian Civics Training , 
visit www.ChristianCivicsTraining.org for hours of free training and helps. © www.ChristianCivicstraining.org 

 

3

 

The Rev. Jacob Duche´  

Jacob Duche (1737-98) was born in Pennsylvania, a descendant of 
Huguenots (persecuted French Christians) who immigrated to America 
with William Penn.  

He attended the College of Philadelphia (graduated in 1757) and the 
University of Cambridge in England. He was made rector of Christ Church 
in Philadelphia in 1775.  

He also the brother-in-law of noted composer and patriot Francis 
Hopkinson 

Rev. Duche´ was the minister who prayed the famous prayer at the First Continental Congress on 
September 7,1774, a prayer that deeply impacted those present. 

 Just before this, there was some debate as to who should pray and what denomination should be 
asked to do so.  Samuel Adams, known as the Father of the American Revolution,  

"arose and said that he was no bigot, and could hear a Prayer from any gentleman of Piety 
and virtue, who was at the same time a friend to his Country."  

 
As a result of Sam Adams' words, Rev. Jacob Duche', Episcopalian clergyman, was asked to pray. 

 
Psalm 35 — "Contend, O Lord, with those who contend with me" 
 
Duche' first read several prayers "in the 
established form," and then read the assigned 
passage from the Book of Common Prayer for that 
day, Psalm 35.  
 
Providentially, this Psalm opens with these words: 

 "Contend, O LORD, with those who 
contend with me; fight against those who 
fight against me. Take hold of shield and 
buckler and rise for my help. Draw the 
spear and javelin against my pursuers. 
Say to my soul, 'I am your salvation.' Let 
them be put to shame and dishonor who 
seek after my life. Let them be turned 
back and disappointed who devise evil 
against me." 

 
Adams writes that this passage from the Scripture electrified the Founders. 

 "I never saw a greater effect upon an audience. It seemed as if heaven had ordained that 
Psalm to be read on that morning." 

 

 

 

Painting, First Continental Congress at Prayer, Sept 7, 1774 
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Then Duche’ broke into extemporaneous prayer. 

"O Lord our Heavenly Father, high and mighty King of kings, and Lord of lords, who dost 
from thy throne behold all the dwellers on earth and reignest with power supreme and 
uncontrolled over all the Kingdoms, Empires and Governments; look down in mercy, we 
beseech thee, on these our American States, who have fled to thee from the rod of the 
oppressor and thrown themselves on Thy gracious protection, desiring to be henceforth 
dependent only on Thee, to Thee have they appealed for the righteousness of their cause; 
to Thee do they now look up for that countenance and support, which Thou alone canst 
give; take them, therefore, Heavenly Father, under Thy nurturing care; give them wisdom in 
Council and valor in the field; defeat the malicious designs of our cruel adversaries; 
convince them of the unrighteousness of their Cause and if they persist in their sanguinary 
purposes, of own unerring justice, sounding in their hearts, constrain them to drop the 
weapons of war from their unnerved bands in the day of battle! 
 

"Be Thou present, O God of wisdom, and direct the councils of this honorable assembly; 
enable them to settle things on the best and surest foundation. That the scene of blood 
may be speedily closed; that order, harmony and peace may be effectually restored, and 
truth and justice, religion and piety, prevail and flourish amongst The people. Preserve the 
health of their bodies and vigor of their minds; shower down on them and the millions they 
here represent, such temporal blessings as Thou seest expedient for them in this world and 
crown them with everlasting glory in the world to come. All this we ask In the name and 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, Thy Son and our Savior. Amen.”  

 

The prayer had a profound effect on the delegates, as recounted by John Adams to his wife. 

“Washington was kneeling there, and Patrick Henry, Randolph, Rutledge, Lee, and Jay, 
and by their side there stood, bowed in reverence, the Puritan Patriots of New England, 
who at that moment had reason to believe that an armed soldiery was wasting their humble 
households.  

“It was believed that Boston had been bombarded and destroyed. They prayed fervently 
"for America, for Congress, for the Province of  Massachusetts Bay, and especially for the 
town of Boston," and who can realize the emotion with which they turned imploringly to 
Heaven for Divine interposition” 

It was enough to melt a heart of stone. I saw the tears gush into the eyes of the old, grave, 
Pacific Quakers of Philadelphia." 

 

Exactly, ten months later, July 7, 1775, Duche preached a sermon to the First Batallion of 
Philadelphia.  It was based on the passage from Galatians 5:1 – “Stand fast, therefore, in the 
Liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free”.  Duche, makes the compelling biblical case that 
this standing fast in liberty is both the spiritual “standing fast” in our salvation, but also “standing 
fast” for our civil liberties “for which Christ has made us free”. 

Almost two weeks later, on July 20, 1775 Duche preached the sermon you are holding to the entire 
Continental Congress in his fervent plea for heavenly support of the American Revolutionaries 
when he was chaplain of the Continental Congress.  
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One year later on July 4, 1776, when the United States Declaration of Independence was ratified, 
Duché, met with the church's vestry who passed a resolution stating that the name of King George 
III of Great Britain was no longer to be read in the prayers of the church.  

Duché complied with the vesty’s wishes, crossing out any prayers the referenced the King from his 
Book of Common Prayer, committing an act of treason against England.  This was an extraordinary 
and dangerous act for a clergyman who had taken an oath of loyalty to the King.  

On July 9,1776, Congress elected Him its first official chaplain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stained Glass, House of Representatives, Washington DC,  
First Continental Congress at Prayer, Sept 7, 1774
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Observations, Themes, and Questions 
 
As you read this heart felt sermon look for these themes and others that you will discover on your own as you 
feel the passion and power of Rev. Jacob Duche’s words. 
 
Observations  

 Congress had declared a day of national fasting – this was there idea* 
 Congress in so doing was implicating stating that we as a country rely on God and his aid. 
 This sermon was given on this National Fast Day 
 A pastor addressed them 
 The various names of God used in the sermon may seem impersonal or the words of a Deists today, 

but in that time and place, these names were very personal and intimate and spoke to a personal, 
intimate, God who was involved in the affairs of men and nations.  For more on the truth about 
“Founders and Deism” see the training tab at www.ChristianCivicsTraining.org  

 
* So much for the modern idea of the Separation of Church and State 
 
Themes in this sermon are powerfully stated 

 All is under God’s Providence 
 God’s Providences can be seen in His blessings 
 God’s Providences can be see in His judgments when he attempts to beckon a nation back to Him 
 God Providences, leadership, guidance and correction is seen in people individual lives and in the 

life of nations. 
 Men are savages without God 
 People and societies are happiest when the place their faith in God and follow his ordinances 
 Even the most ignorant of people can see God’s hand in the history of America 
 The gospel had a transforming impact on this continent and in the early life of this nation.  
 It is ironic that Britain is assaulting the colonies and citizens when Gods sovereign blessing on 

America can be seen 
 Search our hearts oh God and lead us to repentance, because we have much to repent of 
 The superstructure of liberty is built on private and public virtue 
 Ministers you are responsible for what goes on in the civic realm, you must preach courageously 
 Ministers you are Watchmen on the Wall, you must see far off danger and warn the people of it, 

especially in the realm of the civil government 
 The simple purpose of civil government is to “restrain/punish evil and to advocate for righteousness” 
 Oh God look down on America and do not leave us, but accept our repentance and watch over us 

and protect us, keeping us in your care.  
 Thank God that he put this idea of a National Fast Day in the hearts of our political leaders and that 

the political body called for it. 
 
Questions 

 What applications are there for our nation today? 
 How does this apply to Americas cultural condition today? 
 How does the civil government of today impact the citizens today? 
 What does God expect of ministers today, as “Watchmen on the Wall”? 
 How does this describe the moral condition of our land today? 
 

 
 
Special Note 

 Word usage – ignorant, savage, heathen, etc…   Speech from that time period was straight forward and honest and sought to 
state things as they actually were.   People’s emotions were not so delicate as today where people have made a career out of 
being offended.  If you find something that appears indelicate to your ears, simple ponder the fact that it was made as an insult 
but only to describe a scene.    
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PSALMS 80:1-14 

 

Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock;  
 

you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin and 
Manasseh.  

 
Awaken your might; come and save us.  

 
Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.  

 
O LORD God Almighty, how long will your anger smolder against the prayers of your 

people?  
 

You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink tears by the bowlful.  
 

You have made us a source of contention to our neighbors, and our enemies mock us.   
 

Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.  
 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.  
 

You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land.  
 

The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches. It sent out 
its boughs to the Sea, its shoots as far as the River.  

 
Why have you broken down its walls so that all who pass by pick its grapes?  

 
Boars from the forest ravage it and the creatures of the field feed on it.  

 
Return to us, O God Almighty! Look down from heaven and see! Watch over this vine, 
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PRAYER BEFORE SERMON 
________ 

O THOU eternal and exhaustless source of light, and life, and love! In thee we live and move and have our 
being! Every moment deals to us a portion of thy bounty, and demands the tribute of unceasing praise! Thy 
name is LOVE! And LOVE the essence of thy nature! The religion thou hast taught us is a religion of love! 
And love is the principle and end of all thy dispensations! 

NEVER dost thou send thy judgments abroad into the world, never dost thou suffer thy chastising hand to fall 
heavy upon thy children, but when they become insensible of that endearing relation, in which they stand to 
thee and to each other, and thus violate thy eternal living law of love! 

WE acknowledge, therefore, and adore thy wisdom and goodness in the infliction of national punishments 
upon national guilt! Our eyes must be blinded, and our hearts hardened indeed, if we do not see and feel, 
under our present visitation, the manifest tokens of thy divine displeasure! 

WE own and lament, that the dark cloud of judgment, which now hangs over our heads, hath risen from our 
unnumbered sins and rebellions against thee! Against thee only have we sinned! To thee only have we been 
disobedient and ungrateful. We have neglected to improve under thy past corrections. We have shamefully 
slighted thy past loving-kindnesses. Our prosperity hath rendered us forgetful of thee our GOD, regardless of 
thine holy ordinances, inattentive to the precepts of thy gospel! 

BUT yet, spare us, good LORD, spare thy people, who thou hast redeemed, and let not thine heritage be 
brought to confusion! Recall thy ministers of vengeance! And put a stop to the unnatural effusion of christian 
blood! 

FROM our present grievous calamities, not our merits, but thy mercy, not our foresight but thy Providence 
alone can deliver us. Accept, therefore, the prayers and supplications, that have this day been offered at the 
foot-stool of thy throne! Accept, for thy WELL-BELOVED’s sake, our public acts of penitence and 
humiliation! 

GIVE us grace seriously to lay to heart the great danger we are in from our present unhappy divisions! Take 
away all hatred, bitterness and resentment from our breasts. Enable us to forgive our offending BRETHREN, 
even as we ourselves look for forgiveness at the hands of our offended GOD! 

AND O thou, who alone canst make men to be of one mind in an house! Restore that brotherly union and 
concord, [v/vi] which ought ever to subsist inviolate in the great family to which we belong! And as there is 
but one body, and one spirit, and one hope of our calling, one LORD, one faith, one baptism, one GOD and 
FATHER of us all, so may we henceforth be all of one heart and of one soul, united in one holy bond of truth 
and peace, of faith and charity! 

FOR this purpose we pray, that thou wouldst give thy blessing to a preached gospel! Enable thy ministring 
servants of every denomination to be instant in season and out of season, in promoting the great work of 
christian love: And whilst they are faithfully employed in planting and watering, do thou, LORD of the 
harvest! crown their labours with a blessed increase! 

ALL this we ask for the sake and through the merits of thy well-beloved son JESUS CHRIST our LORD, in 
and through whom we have the high and inestimable privilege of addressing Thee, as 

Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come!  Thy will be done!  On earth 
as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation.  But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the the Kingdom, 
and the Power and the Gory forever! ~ Amen 
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THE AMERICAN VINE  

Psalm 80:14 

RETURN, WE BESEECH THEE, O GOD OF HOSTS!  
LOOK DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND BEHOLD AND VISIT THE VINE! 

F we could retire awhile, my brethren, from the sphere of political tumult, contemplate at leisure the 
system of the universe, and look beyond second causes for the springs and principles of motion, we 
should doubtless be able to discern in almost every human event, the marks of Sovereign Wisdom, the 

energy of Infinite Power, and the prevalence of Almighty Goodness; and should thereby be led to 
acknowledge the immediate influence and operation of the Great Moral Governor. 

NOT only the course of all public transactions, the rise and fall of empires and kingdoms appear to be 
directed by his omnipotent hand; but his Providence is known to extend to the concerns of individuals, 
to things of the minutest nature,  

so that, according to the language of inspiration, 

NOT A SPARROW FALLS TO THE GROUND WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE, AND THE VERY 
HAIRS OF OUR HEADS ARE NUMBERED. 

What a scene of disorder, ruin and desolation would soon be exhibited upon the theatre of the world, 
was the ALMIGHTY to withdraw his overruling influence!  

Men, savage in some degree by nature, and more savage by the growth and indulgence of their evil 
lusts and passions, would soon fall upon each other with a violence and ferocity equal to that of beasts 
of prey. Ambition, tyranny and vengeance would rage without controul, and the whole world would, 
ere long, be deluged in blood. 

Happy, however, for mankind, this is not the case.  

An all-wise and all-powerful Being sits at the helm. He presides, unseen, in the councils of Princes. He 
prospers or disappoints them in their projects and undertakings; and renders all the thoughts, intentions and 
actions of men subservient to the completion of his own most wise and benevolent purposes. 

Conquest and defeat, the shouts of the victor, and the cries of the vanquished are from him.  

The prosperity of nations and the happiness of individuals, public misfortunes and private distresses, 
plentiful harvests and years of famine, the ravages of war, and the smiles of peace, are all dealt forth by 
Him to the sons of men, at such times and in such degrees, as in his wisdom and goodness he finds 
expedient for their real welfare. H 

appy, therefore, that people, who, (amid all the variety of changes to which governments as well as 
individuals are exposed) have placed their sole dependence upon the KING OF KINGS! 

ith these principles in our hearts, and with a sincere purpose of humbling ourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, and imploring his gracious interposition under our present public 
distresses, I would fain hope, that we have all this day entered the courts of the lord’s house. 

I 

W 
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he trumpet is sounded in Zion. A fast is proclaimed. A solemn assembly convened. The numerous 
inhabitants of our extensive colonies, are now prostrate with us before the Throne of Grace, and 
jointly lifting up their hands and hearts to heaven in some such supplicatory address as this:  

RETURN, WE BESEECH THEE, O GOD OF HOSTS! LOOK DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND 
BEHOLD AND VISIT THIS VINE! 

And would to God! that our united prayers and supplications might prevail, that the Lord of mercy would 
incline his ear, and say to the destroying Angel: “It is enough--stay now thine hand.” 

In the Psalm from whence my text is taken, the Royal Author, after having enumerated the many 
distinguishing favours, with which Heaven had heretofore blessed his church and nation, proceeds in the most 
earnest manner to deprecate some grievous calamities with which they were at that time oppressed: 

Give ear, o shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest joseph like a flock; 
Thou that dwellest between the Cherubims, shine forth!— 

Thou hast brought a vine out of egypt: Thou hast cast out the heathen 
and planted it; Thou preparedst room for it, and didst cause it to take 

deep root, and it filled the land.  

The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof 
were like the goodly cedars. She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and 

her branches unto the river.  

Why hast Thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they that pass 
by the way do pluck her. The wild boar out of the wood doth waste it; 

and the wild beast of the field doth devour it.  

Return, we beseech thee, o God of hosts! Look down from heaven, and 
behold and visit this vine! 

 
In applying this passage of scripture to the present solemnity, my observations will turn chiefly upon: 
 

I. the blessings by which we have hitherto been distinguished,  
II. the ungrateful returns we have made to the God of Heaven, for his unmerited goodness, 

and  
III. the only means by which, as a people, we can be re-instated in his favour. 

 

T 
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I. THE BLESSINGS BY WHICH WE HAVE HITHERTO BEEN DISTINGUISHED, 

reat and astonishing have been the blessings of Providence, by which these American colonies 
have been distinguished from their very first settlements to the present period.  

They have indeed been a VINEYARD PLANTED BY THE LORD’S RIGHT HAND. And though some 
gloomy scenes have now and then shaded the brightness of the prospect, yet even these have greatly 
contributed to their prosperity and enlargement.  

f we look back a little into the annals of America, we shall find, that this very spot, on which our large 
and populous city now stands, was, less than a century ago, a wild uncultivated desert. The arts and 
customs of civilized life were here unknown.  

Nought else was visible, but the sad effects of ignorance, superstition and idolatry. The untutor’d savage 
roamed the wood, like a beast of prey, stranger to the comforts and advantages of mental culture, involved in 
Pagan darkness, with scarcely one ray of heavenly truth to irradiate the gloom of nature. 

Such was the dark and dreary prospect, when Providence conducted our Forefathers to this new world. He 
took the tender slip from the parent vine. He cast out the heathen and planted it. The hills were soon covered 
with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars. She sent out her boughs unto the 
sea, and her branches unto the river.--From North to South he stretched the extensive line.--From EAST to 
WEST he bad the prospect open--the wilderness and solitary place were made glad, and the desert rejoiced 
and blossomed like the rose. 

Our sober Ancestors brought over with them, not only the several useful arts and improvements, of which the 
natives were ignorant, but a treasure of infinitely greater value, even the charter of Temporal Freedom (Civil 
Government), and the records of Eternal Truth (The Bible). The banners of Christian and British Liberty* 
were at once unfolded, and these remote parts of the earth were thereby added to the Messiah’s kingdom.  

Numberless, indeed, were the toils, difficulties, and dangers, to which the first founders of these colonies, as 
well as their successors were exposed, before they arrived at their present height of opulence and splendor.  

So remarkable, however, were the interpositions of Providence, that the most 
inattentive mind must have frequently discerned them. 

Scarcely is there recorded in the annals of history a more rapid series of successes of every kind in the 
settlement and population of any country on the globe. Whilst favoured with the nurturing care and protection 
of the mother country, whose fleets and armies, in conjunction with our own, have ever been faithfully and 
successfully employed in our defence, our common enemies have looked with astonishment and envy upon 
our rising glory, nor have dared for years to interrupt a repose, purchased, under the smiles of Heaven, by 
virtue, industry, and British and American valour. 

And happy, my dear brethren, should we still remain, if the parent would be satisfied with such returns from 
the children, as filial duty would always prompt them to pay, and not exact such an illegal and unrighteous 
tribute, as by weakening and distressing them, must in the end weaken and distress the parent too. 

Here then our present calamities commence. Our MORNING JOYS are past--and a NIGHT OF HEAVINESS 
succeeds--The HEDGES OF LIBERTY, by which we hoped our VINEYARD was secured, ARE BROKEN 
DOWN, and THEY THAT PASS BY THE WAY, ARE seeking to PLUCK OUR GRAPES.  

‘Tis not indeed THE WILD BOAR OUT OF THE WOOD, OR THE WILD BEAST OF THE FIELD, that 
are ready to WASTE AND DEVOUR IT. ‘Tis not now a foreign enemy, or the savages of our own 
wilderness, that have made the cruel and unrighteous assault--But it is even, thou, BRITAIN, that with 
merciless and unhallowed hands, wouldst cut down and destroy this BRANCH of thine own VINE, the very 
BRANCH, which Providence HATH MADE STRONG even FOR THYSELF! 

G 

I 
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II. THE UNGRATEFUL RETURNS WE HAVE MADE TO THE GOD OF 
HEAVEN, FOR HIS UNMERITED GOODNESS,  

njured and oppressed as we are, unmeriting the harsh and rigorous treatment, which we have received 
from such an unexpected quarter, let us, however, look up to an higher cause for the awful infliction; and 
whilst we are faithfully persevering in the defence of our Temporal Rights (Civil Liberty),  

let us humble ourselves before God, lay our hands upon our hearts, and seriously and impartially 
enquire, what returns we have made to heaven for its past favours, and whether its present 

chastisements have not been drawn down upon us by a gross neglect of our SPIRITUAL 
PRIVILEGES. 

SEARCH OUR HEARTS 

 Hath our righteousness, then, shone forth as the light, and our just dealings as the noon day? 
 Hath a sense of God’s unnumbered and unmerited mercies awakened in our souls an ardent affection 

for our divine Benefactor?  
 Have we been more zealous for the honour of his government and the observance of his laws?  
 Have we testified our zeal by a correspondent practice?  
 By works of piety, beneficence, and public virtue?  
 Have our heads of families been careful to set good examples to their children and servants, by a 

punctual attendance at the house of GOD, by a decent and devout behaviour in our solemn 
assemblies, and by regular, daily, grateful addresses to their heavenly Father in their closets at 
home? 

 Have we been careful to check that overweening fondness of gaiety and pleasure, which frequently 
discovers itself in the dispositions of our children? 

 To check it did I say--yea, to endeavour to root it out of their hearts, and plant and nourish in its 
room the love of GOD and of goodness? 

 In a word, have we been industrious, in our several stations and according to our respective abilities, 
in propagating the gospel of JESUS CHRIST, as well in sound doctrine as in sound practice?  

 Hath OUR LIGHT for this purpose so SHONE BEFORE MEN, THAT THEY SEEING OUR 
GOOD WORKS, have been led TO GLORIFY OUR FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN?— 

 
 

las! my brethren, have we not rather been so far carried away by the stream of prosperity, as to be 
forgetful of the source from whence it was derived?  
 

 
 So elevated by the prospect, which peace and a successful commerce have opened to us, as to 

neglect those impressions of goodness, which former afflictions had left upon our hearts?  
 Have not luxury and vice, the common attendants of wealth and grandeur, too soon made their 

appearance amongst us, and begun to spread a dangerous infection through our hitherto healthy and 
thriving state?  

 Amid the hurry and tumult of the passions, hath not conscience fallen asleep?  
 Hath not a false security gained ground?  
 And a worldly spirit too generally prevailed? 
 And is it not for this, that the ALMIGHTY hath bared his arm against us?- 
 Is it not for this, that he now speaks to us in thunder?  
 And, as we would not be drawn by the cords of his love, that he is now chastising us with the rods of 

his wrath?  
 Is it not for this, that the flames of an Unnatural War have burst forth in the very bowels of our 

native land?  
 And that our garments have been already stained with kindred blood?- 

I 

A 
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O MY GOD!   Let this suffice! 

Let MERCY interpose, and stay the avenging hand of JUSTICE! 

 

or behold! we now desire to turn unto thee with all our hearts, with fasting, and with weeping and with 
mourning! We know, that MERCY is thy darling attribute, and that JUDGMENT is a strange work to 
thee!--RETURN, then, WE BESEECH THEE, O GOD OF HOSTS! LOOK DOWN 

FROM HEAVEN! And once more BEHOLD AND VISIT THIS VINE! 

 

III. THE ONLY MEANS BY WHICH, AS A PEOPLE, WE 
CAN BE RE-INSTATED IN HIS FAVOUR. 

 

ut wherewithal, my dear brethren, shall we come before the lord, and bow ourselves before the 
high God? With what sacrifice shall we approach this altar? With what language, or by what conduct 
shall we invite Him to return? 

THE SACRIFICE OF GOD IS A BROKEN SPIRIT: A BROKEN AND A CONTRITE HEART, O 
GOD, THOU WILT NOT DESPISE. 

PRAYER and SUPPLICATION, is a language, which he will not refuse to hear: and REPENTANCE 
and REFORMATION of life, through the redeeming power of his EVER-BLESSED SON, is the only 

conduct, that will reinstate us in his favour. 

Let us adore, then, the divine wisdom and goodness, for putting it into the hearts of that Honourable 
Assembly, now entrusted with the great cause of American Liberty, to call upon the whole people, 
whom they represent, in the most solemn and affectionate manner, to join in deprecating the Divine 
displeasure, by one general act of religious humiliation. Heaven be praised, that they have hereby 
shewn their attention and zeal for our eternal as well as temporal welfare. 

Go on, ye chosen band of Christian Patriots! Testify to the world, by your example as well as by your 
counsels, that ye are equally the foes of VICE and of SLAVERY--Banish the Siren* LUXURY, with all her 
train of fascinating pleasures, idle dissipation, and expensive amusements from our borders.  

Call upon honest industry, sober frugality, simplicity of manners, plain hospitality and Christian benevolence 
to throw down the usurpers, and take possession of their seats. Recommend every species of reformation, 
that will have a tendency to promote the glory of GOD, the interest of the Gospel of JESUS,  

and all those private and public virtues, upon the basis of which alone, the superstructure of 
true Liberty can be erected. 

* Siren – from Greek mythology, the wooing voice of the Sirens
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CALLING FORTH MINISTERS 

o second your virtuous attempts, let the MINISTERS of the everlasting gospel, the ambassadors 
of JESUS CHRIST, step forth with fresh zeal and courage to their duty. Let them remember, 
that they are not only answerable for their own souls, but for the souls of those under their care.  

“They are set as watchmen over the house of Israel”— 

Let them, therefore, CRY ALOUD AND SPARE NOT: Let them LIFT UP THEIR VOICE AS A 
TRUMPET, AND SHEW ISRAEL THEIR TRANSGRESSION, AND THE HOUSE OF JACOB 

THEIR SIN. 

FROM these let the magistrates (civil leaders) TAKE ALARM— 
 Let them boldly rebuke vice— 
 Let them punish immorality and profaneness without respect to rank or fortune— 
 Let them become MINISTERS of the Gospel as well as MINISTERS OF JUSTICE— 
 Let them inculcate the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, as far as their influence 

and authority extends. 

WHEN MAGISTRATES and MINISTERS shall ardently conspire for such pious and benevolent 
purposes--Heaven will surely smile upon their labours of love; and the people committed to their 
charge will GROW IN GRACE, and become eminent examples of every divine and social virtue. 

We cannot expect, my dear brethren, that the GOD OF HOSTS WILL RETURN, LOOK DOWN FROM 
HEAVEN, AND BEHOLD AND VISIT OUR VINE; that He will cause his sun to shine, and His refreshing 
dews and rains to shine  (descend) upon it, unless we are careful to cultivate and improve the soil, and to root 
out every useless noxious  weed, that will impede its growth. By neglecting this, we shall be in danger of 
incurring the dreadful sentence denounced against the barren fig-tree, CUT IT DOWN: WHY CUMBERETH 
IT THE GROUND? 

ut whilst I am recommending in general those essential branches of a true reformation, piety 
and gratitude to GOD, repentance and humiliation for past neglects, together with the revival of 
every private and public virtue, which can adorn and dignify the citizen and the Christian, let 

me not forget to remind you, at this awful season in particular, of the great gospel duty of CHARITY, 
which will ever prompt us to sympathize with the distresses, and to relieve the wants of our brethren. 

While prosperity stretches her silken banner over our heads, and administers a continual supply of the 
comforts and enjoyments of life, let us not be content to repose at ease beneath her friendly shade, and 
selfishly and solitarily reach forth our hands to take her cup of bliss, whilst thousands are suffering, neglected 
beside us, and ten thousands at our right-hand. In these calamitous times at least, let us deem it “better to go 
to the house of mourning than to the house of feasting”.  

Let us cheerfully sacrifice our hours of entertainment and convivial mirth, and be willing to contract our usual 
expences, that we may have leisure to WEEP WITH THEM THAT WEEP, and have somewhat to spare for 
the relief of them that want. 

For, alas! if arms must decide the unnatural contest, and Heaven should even smile upon our righteous cause, 
our success cannot be purchased without many a tear, on the part of the victor as well as the vanquished.  

 An anxious parent may be afflicted with the melancholy tidings of the death of the only Son— 
 A fond wife may be plunged into all the bitterness of woe, upon reading the name of her affectionate 

spouse among the number of the slain— 
 A beloved child may listen with an heart-felt anguish to the sad story of his father’s fall— 
 And all this load of misery may be dreadfully accumulated by the languors of disease, and the 

frowns of poverty. 
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ur fasting and humiliation, therefore, will stand us in no stead, unless, whilst we are seeking to loose 
the bands of wickedness in our own hearts, we endeavour likewise to undo the heavy burdens of 
others, and to let the oppressed go free-- unless we deal our bread to the hungry, and bring the 

poor that are cast out into our houses--when we see the naked,  that we cover him, and hide not ourselves 
from our own flesh. 

If our hearts and hands are employed in such deeds of beneficence and love, our  

LIGHT SHALL BREAK FORTH AS THE MORNING, AND OUR HEALTH 
SHALL SPRING FORTH SPEEDILY: 

OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL GO BEFORE US: 
THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHALL BE OUR REAR-WARD. 

 
 

n a word, if we would wish THE GOD OF HOSTS TO RETURN, TO LOOK DOWN FROM 
HEAVEN AND BEHOLD AND VISIT our American VINE,  

 

we must be prepared to meet Him by such heavenly tempers and dispositions, as alone can testify our vital 
union and communion with Him.  

Happy, if we find Him a reconciled GOD in JESUS CHRIST! 

Thrice happy, if our faith has fixed us to the ROCK OF AGES! 

Then indeed the rude winds may blow, the billows of public or private adversity may 
rise and rage: 

But we shall stand collected and secure, like the stately cedars of the mountain, amid 
the general storm. 

 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~   

FINIS 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Thanks to Wayne Kempton, Archivist and Historiographer of the Episcopal Diocese of New York, 2009 
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