Spotlight on Grande Cache
The most valuable lesson learned to date is “Trust the Process”…
Over three years ago, Grande Cache local volunteers set out with an idea for revitalizing the
local Griffith Trail. The committee’s goal is to make improvements and redefine sections
neglected or destroyed over time to the Griffith Trail (18.5 km) to a "stroller friendly" standard
for use by all groups in the community, as well as to increase the value of Grande Cache as seen
by visiting tourists. This project will promote the overall satisfaction and health of the entire
community. Just another reason to stay or come to Grande Cache! For the first two years, our
committee met on a regular basis to plan, to set priorities, to engage community, and to build a
business and volunteer contact list.
We had worked hard to accomplish this goal, but soon came to realize this project was bigger
than a group of volunteers with motivation, pickaxes and shovels can manage. This project
requires machinery and qualified operators in order to make this community enhancing project
come to fruition. We needed to strengthen community partnerships (local business, industry)
to assist this project and see it through to completion. Our second most valuable lesson learned
to date was to find a “Community Champion”.
Those contacts have resulted in a fundraising success in the amount of $25,000 (Thrive Grant,
ACE Grant, Choosewell Grant, and Trans Canada Grant), specifically dedicate to this trail
enhancing project. We have received an additional $40,000 (approximately) of in-kind
donations of labour, materials, and equipment; but the great news is that to date we have only
spent $638.00 of our grant money. This just goes to show you what the right community
project can do to bring people together.
Accomplishments to Date:
1. GPS Trail Route with multiple access points on and off the trail
2. Signage – Trail head signs, directional signs, history of Grande Cache interpretive signs
3. Printed Maps
4. Educational/Informational Signs: depicting the local flora, wildlife, Shell Canada
Geologists are working on signs that provide information on why the mountains are
here, why coal is here, and why dinosaur tracks are here
5. Bird and Bat Houses along the trail
We could not have gotten this far without mentioning our community partners, including but
not limited to: local schools, industry, tourism, Municipality, local businesses, community
organizations (i.e. Churches, Rotary, Knights of Columbus), SRD, Municipal District of
Greenview, GC Institution, Alberta Health Services, cultural and Aboriginal Groups.

It is also our intent to secure sponsorship/ownership for the upkeep and maintenance of a
section or portion of the trail in order to ensure its long term viability and sustainability. Even
though this project is ongoing we want residents and visitors alike to have a truly unifying
experience in a setting which highlights our local community and gorgeous surrounding area.
We are creating a lasting legacy for all of us and for future generations to come.

