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At a time when so many momentous changes are happening on
the national scene it has proved quite refreshing to focus on our local
environment! There is a very definite ‘wildlife theme’ to this Summer’s Forty
magazine.
Cholsey 1000 Plus is delighted to be supporting the publication this
August of Eastender’s fantastic new book, Wild about Cholsey. This includes
revised and refreshed versions of all the Nature Notes published in The
Forty magazine, giving a unique 30 year perspective on our changing
countryside (see p44), as well as guest chapters from other wildlife experts.
We have information from BBOWT (see p39) about events and talks
that they are planning, now that they have taken over responsibility for
Cholsey Marsh.
We have information from The People’s Trust for Endangered Species
(PTES) about work that they are doing to conserve essential orchards and
the habitats they provide.
We’ve also been checking on the butterfly population in our
churchyard! (See p20)
The new Cholsey Children’s Centre, The Happy Hub, (see p30) will also
be offering Wild Wednesdays!
A full list of all our Clubs and Societies appears on p54 - p63, all of
whom offer a warm welcome to new members.
As usual, the magazine is packed with information about what’s
going on in Cholsey – there’s no shortage of opportunities to join in and
try new things.
Sue Jeffs and Judy Dewey - Editors
Happy Teds see p30
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WILD ABOUT CHOLSEY!
Eastender’s new book, Wild about Cholsey, will be launched on
Saturday 6th August at Cholsey Pavilion from 10am to 4pm. Refreshments
will be available at Community Tea Shop in the morning and from Cholsey
1000 Plus after that. The books cost £12.50 and the author will be delighted
to sign your copy!
We are very excited to be supporting the publication of this unique
picture of our changing countryside and wildlife over the last 30 years. The
idea of publishing Eastender’s Nature Notes as book arose some years
ago, and we wanted to mark the 30th Anniversary of Cholsey 1000 Plus by
publishing it this year!
We are grateful to the Doris Field Trust for their grant towards the
costs, and to Judy and David Dewey for getting it all ready for printing.
The biggest thanks of all go to Eastender, of course!
Sue Jeffs, Cholsey 1000 Plus

CHURCHYARD BUTTERFLIES
Each year the Upper Thames branch of Butterfly Conservation collects
details of butterflies seen in the churchyards of Berks Bucks & Oxon. Reports
for 2015 reveal that the top churchyard over the three counties last year
was Cholsey. The total number of species found in our churchyard exceeded
all the others by some distance. Take a bow, Ben Hobbs, for all your work
and for putting us firmly on the butterfly map!
Tony Rayner

Cholsey
churchyard 1986
(photo by Janet
Wedgwood)
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CHOLSEY HORTSOC
Cholsey Show, Saturday
13th August 2016
Cholsey HortSoc’s ever-popular big
Annual Show attracts a large crowd to the
Whitehead Meadow for a full afternoon of family
entertainment and hundreds of exhibits to see in the Grand Marquee. This
year we have Punch and Judy, The Goring Growlers’ Dog Agility display
team, Ferret Racing, Cholsey Silver Band, the Oxford City Morris Men,
vintage vehicles, “Bowl for the Pork”, coconut shy and children’s “have a
go” games, big raffle, lots of charity/trade stalls, Wears plant stall, Cholsey
“Happy Hub” boot sale, plus the usual BBQ, bar, afternoon tea cafe and ice
creams. We do hope you will come along. Showground opens 12.30pm (free
entry). We would also like to encourage as many people as possible to enter
the Show: schedules/entry forms are now available from the HortSoc Store
and Community Tea Shop (both open Saturday mornings), the Community
Library, the Cholsey Complementary Health Centre, Ray Park Butchers,
Barn Fitness Club, Railway Station, Larkmead Vets, Great Hall at Cholsey
Meadows, or call Jennie Kent on 01491 652100 - we are pleased to
deliver locally. There are lots of classes to enter for both adults and children
(including some new ones!) so do please take part. If you are interested in
having a stall at the Show please contact John Hancock on 01491 651146.

Hortsoc at the Community Tea Shop
The tea shop is open every Saturday morning (apart from August
13th “Show Day”) from 10 to 12.30, and HortSoc will be on duty 30th July
and 23rd September. Members will be on hand to discuss your gardening
queries.

Hortsoc Store
We are open every Saturday morning from 10am until noon right
through to October 29th, sited next to the Pavilion on the Station Road
allotments. We stock a wide range of products - help is on hand to ferry
heavy goods to your car (or village deliveries can be arranged). Do come
and check out the many good-value items for your garden or allotment:
Composts (3-bag deals) and Gro-Bags, pots and canes in various sizes,
bagged bark and fertilizers, plus much, much more.
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New members
Why not join the HortSoc. It’s only £3 per household per year - join
in-store, or contact Jennie Kent (see below). There’s a wide range of benefits
including discounted gardening products at the Store, and interesting
events (day and evening trips, illustrated talks, plant sales, etc).
Keep up to date with our events via our website at www.cholseyhortsoc.
org.uk

Can you help?
Cholsey HortSoc is a long-established society supporting local
gardeners. Please help us to keep things going by visiting the Store and
joining the Society. There is always someone on hand to give friendly advice
concerning gardening matters - if you only have a window box, patio or
a garden of any size - we will be happy to chat. We would also like to
hear from anyone who would like to volunteer help either at the Store,
Community Tea Shop, or Village Show. Thank you!
Jennie Kent, Cholsey HortSoc Secretary
01491 652100, jennifer_kent@btinternet.com

TREEHOUSE SCHOOL HISTORY PROJECT
The Treehouse School is currently
exploring The Forty and its history with
‘Eastender’. So far, we have all managed
to visit the Bodleian Library in Oxford, to
see a map of Cholsey, made in 1695. It
was made of velum, (calf skin) as paper
was not so available then. The Bodleian
were reluctant to let us come, but my
friend Alex and I wrote a persuasive letter
and they thankfully gave in!
We have ordered a copy of the map to be displayed in Cholsey
Pavilion and would like to thank everyone who donated money to enable
this to happen.
Recently, we visited Brentford House, as we got an invitation when we
sent round a questionnaire. It was very interesting to hear about Tom the
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Ghost, who, in theory, is Lionel Baldwin’s grandfather. The house’s frame
was built from old ships timbers from boats that sailed the River Thames.
Having an old house can be dangerous though. Eight years ago, Hilary
(owner of the house) had her grandson, Oscar, staying there when the
ceiling fell on him. The biggest piece of plaster missed him by inches.
Brentford House may have once been a cowshed. The people who
were reinforcing the floor found a cow carcass under it.
We have also visited 4 Ilges Lane, one of the oldest houses in the
village. Did you know that it was originally named Clarks, then Moonrakers
(after a steam train), now it is called
Bramblings because of the number of
those birds that visit the garden? The
house was once two workers’ cottages,
but now they have joined together. We
were fascinated by the markings that
were branded on the fireplace to stop
witches coming down the chimney. They
looked like a double V (Virgo Virginum.)
In the garden is a well which has now
been filled. You can hardly see it as
flowers are covering it, although it was
extremely deep.
Our next visit takes us to
interview Lionel Baldwin, a local
expert as he has lived in the area
all his life and we have lots of
questions for him!
We would like to thank
everyone who returned their
questionnaires and for those who
let us visit their house.
Magnus Fraser-Jones
(Age 10)
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CHOLSEY BALLOON FESTIVAL - 27 AUGUST
St. Mary’s Church Cholsey are once again organising a Balloon festival
in Cholsey. The event, now in its third year, is scheduled slightly earlier this
year and will be held on the Saturday of the Bank Holiday weekend - Sat
27th August. It will be raising money for the repair work to the Laurence
Hall - the local church hall (see p39).
As with all ballooning events, the festival will only happen if the wind
and weather allow. At this year’s Balloon Festival there will be beer, burgers,
music, a laser display and fun for all the family. The event will be a free
spectacle for all.
It is anticipated that about a dozen balloons will participate, taking off
at 6.00pm and there will be a “Night glow” at 8.15pm.
Do come and
join the fun!
Michael Wood

CELEBRATING AGATHA CHRISTIE
9th to 11th September in Cholsey and Wallingford
This year’s Agatha Christie Week-end is looking to be bigger and
better than ever before! The plan for the week-end is:
‘Who Killed the Vicar?’, an interactive murder mystery play by Chris
Martin, performed by the CADS, Cholsey’s Drama Group:
Friday 9th at 7.30pm at Wallingford Corn Exchange. £10.
Saturday 10th at 7.30pm at the Cholsey Great Hall. £10.
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Agatha Christie Trail Guided Walks: from Wallingford Museum at
10am on Saturday and Sunday. Return by Heritage Bus on Saturday or
Heritage Train on Sunday. £10 ticket also includes both exhibitions – see
below.
Agatha Christie Exhibitions on Saturday and Sunday: at Cholsey Old
School, Church Road, 11am to 4pm. At Wallingford Museum, 10.30am to
5pm. Entrance £2.50 (if not on Guided Walk).
An Afternoon with Agatha Christie’s Grandson: Mathew Prichard in
conversation with Judy Dewey. At 3.30pm on Saturday at Wallingford Corn
Exchange. £10.
Cream Teas at Cholsey Pavilion: Sunday 2pm to 4.30pm at Cholsey
Pavilion, courtesy of Cholsey W.I. Miss Marple and Hercule Poirot may drop
in!
St. Mary’s Church, Cholsey: the 10th Century Church and churchyard,
resting place of Agatha Christie, will be open over the week-end.
Children’s Mystery Story-writing Competition: children at Wallingford
and Cholsey primary schools have been invited to send in a 500 word
mystery story as part of the celebrations. Prizes will be awarded by Mathew
Prichard at the Saturday afternoon talk.
Red Routemaster Heritage Bus Rides: the bus will be travelling to
and from Cholsey and Wallingford throughout Saturday. £3.50 adults. £1.50
children up to age 16, each way (if not on Guided Walk).
CWR Heritage Train Rides: trains will be running to and from Cholsey
and Wallingford throughout Sunday.
Wallingford Historic Town Guided Walk: Sunday 11am from the
Museum. An hour and a half gently exploring the backstreets of this ancient
town. £5
This is a joint initiative by Wallingford Museum and Cholsey 1000
Plus. As the week-end is all organised by volunteers, we would very much
welcome more help: would you like to dress up and be the ‘clippy’ on the
Heritage Bus, or help behind the scenes at the plays or with any of the other
activities? It should be fun and we look forward to hearing from you.
Please come and join us for a fabulous week-end of celebrations for
the life and works of our internationally acclaimed local author!
Judy Dewey, judy@piepowder.co.uk
Sue Jeffs, su-ej@hotmail.co.uk
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CHOKO BEER FESTIVAL
Saturday September 24th, Laurence Hall,
Noon until 11pm
Raising money in Cholsey to make a difference in Africa, the Choko
Beerfest is the climax of the Cholsey Summer Calendar.
Those of you who have been in before know what a brilliant event this
is, so do encourage those you know to come along. The Hall and garden
is a great enclosed space to create a brilliant safe atmosphere to enable
everyone from babies, through toddlers to teens, parents and grandparents
to enjoy themselves.
There will be over 30 local ales, ciders and craft lagers, wines, soft drinks;
an all-day BBQ with meat from Ray Park Butcher, vegetarian alternatives,
calzone and filled rolls. There is also live music and entertainment from
beginning to end.
Tickets will soon be on sale. Make sure you get yours by calling in at
Ray Park Butchers (on The Forty) or going on-line to www.chokobeerfestival.
org.uk. They are £5 in advance and the few on the door will be £7.50. You’ll
get your free commemorative glass when you show your ticket as you enter.
As always we need help to make it happen, so don’t be shy, please
email us rebeccathomasson@virginmedia.com if you can lend a hand for a
couple of hours. Thank you.
Most of all please come along and carry on helping us put the fun in
fundraising!
Tim Hurst on behalf of the Choko Beer Festival
Committee 2016

Beer Festival Sponsorship
The overall costs of staging the Beer Festival exceed £6,000 and we
are extremely grateful to the many companies, businesses and individuals
who continue to support us. We are however, looking for more sponsors
to cover all the costs if possible. We ask companies and businesses to
sponsor a barrel at £99 – which in turn, transforms to over £250 on the
day. Alternatively, for £49, you as an individual can support the event by
sponsoring half a barrel, the Pimms, the Prosecco, the wine or the burgers/
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sausages that are also on sale.
All companies and business sponsors have an advert in the Tasting
Notes and receive two complimentary tickets and commemorative glasses.
An individual would receive one ticket and glass (worth £6) and have his/
her name included in the Tasting Notes.
If interested in supporting us in this way, either as a business or
an individual, please contact Dave Evans, who took over the Festival
Sponsorship last year, raising just under £5,000, and has set himself a very
challenging target this year!
E-mail: chokobeerfestival@googlemail.com

CHOLSEY SCHOOL VISIT TO ROVES FARM
Forty-five 4-5 year olds, from Penguin Class (Foundation Stage), had
a lovely day at Roves Farm. They got to feed the guinea pigs and stroke the
rabbits, ride on a tractor and see pigs, goats, chickens and a donkey.
They have all had a very successful first year at school, enjoying
learning both inside and outside the classroom and making excellent
progress in all areas of the curriculum.
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PARISH AND COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
“Missing Link” work begins
Linden Homes have finally started work on the “missing link” of the
footpath at the Wallingford end of the Reading Road. Once this is completed,
the Parish Council will start a conversation with OCC about improving the
rest of the path between the village and the new piece of path. The “missing
link” project also includes the pedestrian refuge at the Farm Gate entrance
to Fair Mile. This will provide a much safer, illuminated, crossing of the
Reading Road.
Providing Linden Homes complete on time, we should be able to start
work on the widening of the Wallingford Road (cycle) path later in the
summer.

Celsea Place
We have just heard that a planning inspector has given Linden Homes
permission to build sixty homes at Celsea Place.
The Parish Council, alongside a number of residents, put up a spirited
defence of this part of our village, but we were on a hiding to nothing
as SODC had been forced to withdraw its objections by the Planning
Inspectorate.
My biggest surprise was that the Inspector made no recommendations
about the existing road, as she saw two near accidents in our time visiting
the site. I had also hoped that she might compel Linden to help with the
costs of improving the village centre, but again there was no comment.
I am aware that there is much concern over the capacity of the
school, so it should come as a relief that there is a substantial infrastructure
contribution from the developer towards new school buildings.

Neighbourhood Plan
A packed meeting on 14th May attended the launch of the
Neighbourhood Plan. Paul Ramsay, the NP co-ordinator, outlined the reasons
for creating a plan. The Cholsey Neighbourhood Plan is an opportunity for
local people to have an impact on the type of issues that affect the village,
such as land use, planning, housing, business, green space, leisure facilities.
The plan provides an opportunity for local people and organisations
to develop their own ideas about the place where they live, work and visit
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and for these ideas to become part of South Oxfordshire’s Core Strategy,
which is the primary governing document for planning in the local area.
A number of people have joined the steering committee for the NP,
but there are still a few spaces. We now have 5 working groups: Housing
(lead Beryl Guiver), Education (Val Bolt), Transport (John Sinclair), Services,
Leisure and Environment (Mark Gray), Employment and Commercial (Paul
Ramsay). We will be meeting monthly and the next meeting is Monday 25th
August at 7.30pm.
If you would be interested in joining, please contact the Parish Office
on 652255 or email info@cholsey-plan.com. You can also keep up to date
on the progress of the plan on the dedicated website
www.cholsey-plan.com

Grass Cutting
Many people have contacted me about the state of the verges,
particularly at junctions.
I am told by the County that the state of the verges is due to the fact
that the number of cuts has been reduced to two per year and the rate of
growth caused by the weather.
Things should be better next year as the Parish will take over the grass
cutting from OCC. We hope that we can be more responsive, particularly at
junctions and in sensitive areas.

Fun in The Park
The Parish Council’s summer holiday play scheme “Fun in The Park”
will run for its seventh year this summer from Mon 1st - Fri 12th August.
Fun and games will include a climbing wall, zorbing, music and
dance, the return of the Cholsey beach and a fun day. The Happy Hub (see
p30) will also be offering activities throughout the summer for children of
all ages.
Look out for the leaflet advertising events. As usual all activities will
be free.

COPA
Community information and advice is available from “Cholsey Older
Persons Advice” on 07494 893997 – just call and we will arrange to meet
you. We are also available at Cholsey Day Centre on the third Wednesday
of each month.
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As we have registered as a “Good Neighbour” scheme, a befriending
service will be available soon.

Parish Council Vacancy
A vacancy has arisen on the Parish Council. If you think you might be
interested in becoming more involved in your community and serving on
the Parish Council come along to a meeting and find out more about what
being a councillor involves. Council meets on the first Wednesday of every
month at 7:30pm in the Community Library, Station Road.
To contact me please call 07971 805416 or 651333, e-mail
limasheepdog@yahoo.com or see my blog: markgrayblog.wordpress.com
Mark Gray, Chair Parish Council and Oxfordshire County
Councillor

THE HAPPY HUB
CHOLSEY CHILDREN’S CENTRE
The Happy Hub is now open in our
dedicated space in the Pavilion, Station Road! It
caters for parents and children from pre-birth to
age five.
We had a really successful
teddy bear’s picnic to launch
the centre. Children enjoyed
many activities and a chance
to look around the new centre.
We also had a visit from Winnie
the Witch. There was also lots
of jelly and ice cream and so
much cake!! Thank you so much
to everyone for all the donations
of food.
We are running sessions every day. Highlights include Ante-Natal
drop-in on Mondays from 9:30 to 11am; Stay and Play on Tuesday from
11am to 1pm; Wild Wednesday from 9.30 to 11.30am (nature theme for
all the family); on Thursday the Happy Hub will be “on tour” at the Great
Hall, Fair Mile from 10 to 11:30am; and on Friday, the Community Library is
running a rhyme-time session from 10 to 11am.
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For sessions that run around
lunch-time, we are encouraging
people to bring their lunch with
them and stay for a social meal.
We are also running a messy play
session on Thursday at 1pm to
2pm at the Pavilion.
Courses include Baby Sign
and Baby Massage. Unfortunately
all courses are full, but we will
repeat them later in the year.
All sessions are free but
please feel free to make a donation
if you would like to.
Come and meet Loren, Sarah and Liz or contact us on 07754 081674
if you would like to know more.

FOR MUSIC LOVERS!
Music at St Peter’s is offering some wonderful concerts this summer,
on July 30th, August 20th, September 10th and October 1st. Full details
can be found on their website www.musicatstpeterswallingford.org.uk or by
contacting Laurence Attewill on 01865 343336.
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FIRST STEP FORWARD LEARNING HUB
The First Step Forward Learning Hub has
been established in Cholsey with the aim of
offering a range of courses relevant to local
people that empowers them to take their first
steps toward a more positive future.
We recognise that local people can
sometimes experience isolation and these free
courses can open up opportunities for residents
of Cholsey and surrounding villages. We are
aiming to provide a crèche in the future as we are dedicated to supporting
students on their journey toward their life goals.
We will have the following free courses for eligible learners
commencing from September. They are being held in venues across Cholsey
- Cholsey Community Library, The Happy Hub and Cholsey Great Hall.
Eat Well for Less
Everyday First Aid
Knowing Me (Self Esteem and Self Confidence)
Keeping up with your children Math and English
Introduction to Counselling Skills
Introduction to Adult Social Care
Food Hygiene
Story Sacks
IT for Beginners
Employability Skills
An Award Ceremony and End of year Party will be held in December
for all students and their families and further courses will be offered in the
New Year.
The Learning Hub is being supported by local organisations and run
by a local group of dedicated Community Champions.To register for courses
or further information about eligibility, please contact us:
Facebook: www.thefirststepforward/facebook.com
Email: thefirststepforward@hotmail.com
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CHOLSEY CREATIVE CLUB
We celebrated our 3rd Birthday will a social
evening for all members It was a very enjoyable time
and crafters who usually come to morning sessions met
up with evening club members, in some cases for the
first time. The birthday cake was enjoyed by all, as were
the drink and nibbles.

As we start our 4th year the Club has a growing membership, but
there is still room and a warm welcome to anyone who would like to join us.
We helped to sponsor the recent Cholsey Art Show and also by displaying

many items created by members. Pat Davey was the “people’s choice” for
best craft in show with her tiny miniature creations. Congratulations Pat, a
most deserving winner.
Jan Morgan
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COPA - HELP FOR OLDER PEOPLE
Cholsey Older Persons Advice and Befriending
Service
COPA is a community information and advice service for older people,
their families and carers. It provides an opportunity to access a range of
useful information and support services in our village. Or maybe you (or
someone you know) are lonely, and would benefit from a “listening ear.”
Just knowing where to ask for help could be all you need.
As we have now registered as a ‘Good Neighbour’ scheme, a
befriending service will be available soon.
Please ring 07494 893997 and we will arrange an appointment for
you to meet us for a chat. Or come to see a COPA volunteer at the Cholsey
Day Centre on the third Wednesday of every month, 10am - 12 Noon (17
August, 21 September).
Your community can help!

COMMUNITY TEA SHOP
The Community Tea Shop continues to thrive offering a lively meeting
place on a Saturday morning for all ages.
Come and enjoy some delicious homemade cake, cafetiere of
coffee or mug of tea, all served by one of your local community groups.
We are open every Saturday at Cholsey Pavilion (except 13th August, Flower
Show) between 10am and 12.30pm.
Momena, Pam and Madeline

LEAGUE OF FRIENDS NEWS
The Wallingford Hospital League of Friends Committee continues
to meet monthly to consider requests for funding equipment and to plan
future activities. We continue to fund newspapers and Christmas presents
for St. Leonard’s Ward and the upkeep of the quadrangle gardens, which
since the spring have been particularly colourful.
We made our annual street collection in Wallingford on 9th April and
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raised £298.50. Thank you to all who contributed.
Future activities will be our
attendance at the Cholsey Show
on 13th August and the Queen’s
birthday celebrations in Wallingford
Castle Gardens on 14th August. The
purpose of our attendance at the
Cholsey Show is to promote the
League of Friends; do come and
say hello, we will be by the hospital
patient transport vehicle. At the
Queen’s birthday celebrations
we will be selling tea and cakes
(scrumptious, irresistible) to raise
funds for the Hospital.
As reported in the winter
edition of The Forty we funded three
specialist postural support chairs
for the hospital. The photograph
shows Mike Broadie our chairman trying out one of the chairs, attended by
committee members Jacquie Pritchard and Pauline Hoad.
Nigel Hessey

www.wallingfordleagueoffriends

5-0 CLUB
Our Club is friendly mature mixed group which meets on the first
Friday evening of every month. We have just had a great, fun, keep fit
evening. Our Autumn programme has something for everyone. Talks by the
Style Acre charity, the history of our local departmental store, Pettits, and the
use of medical detection dogs.
The Committee are however very concerned that the number of our
members has declined over the last few years and at our AGM on 1st July
we will be discussing the likelihood that the club will fold by July 2017
unless we can attract new members. Therefore PLEASE, PLEASE come and
join us, our membership is £12 per annum.
Ann Davies, 01491 201619
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ROYAL PICNIC IN THE REC
A very British celebration for the Queen’s 90th Birthday was held at
the Recreation Ground behind the Cholsey Pavilion on Saturday June 11th.
Families brought their picnics and were treated to some lively entertainment
from the Cholsey Silver Band and the Cholsey School Band. The Pantoloons
gave a roaring rendition of wartime tunes, followed by a jolly sing-a-long
with the Cholsey Community Choir. All this while tucking into homemade
birthday cakes, decorated with the winning Queen’s Birthday Cholsey logo
from Magnus (age 10), and themed jellies of red, white and blueberries;
wonderfully British. The large intermittent raindrops didn’t dampen anyone’s
spirits and the afternoon ended as the sky filled with red balloons from the
Balloon Race.
All in all a very
fitting tribute to
Her Majesty!
Kathy
Taylor
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CHOLSEY WI
After the celebrations of the WI Centenary year, Cholsey WI continues
to thrive. Since our last report, four new members have joined us so we now
have 48 members. We hope membership will reach fifty by the end of the
year. Perhaps you will be member number 50!
There is a lot to enjoy if you do join us. Recent meetings have
included a talk on Thames Flooding, to which we welcomed many visitors,
and some fascinating talks from our members on subjects as diverse as
Well Dressing, Keeping a Village Shop and Thomas Coram, the founder of
the Foundling Hospital. There is a lot of talent among our members and we
are very grateful to Ann, Anita and Vera for these talks. At future meetings
we will hear about the Dashwoods, animals in the garden and discoveries
while metal detecting. Members will also take part in a riverside walk and
barbeque.
We held a very successful ‘Getting to Know You’ evening in May
and hope to repeat this as new members join us. There will be a Petanque
evening in August, thanks to the Wallingford Petanque Group who made
us so welcome last year. Our book, craft and discussion groups meet once
a month, and we have evening meals at different venues every other month.
Members host and organise these events and the committee is always ready
to hear of new ideas for interest groups. We continue to knit blankets and
jumpers for refugees, Teddies for tragedies and twiddle muffs for dementia
patients in Cholsey. Donations of wool are always welcome. We also take
our turn at the Saturday morning Community Tea Shop.
The Oxfordshire Federation has organised trips to Mottisfont Abbey, to
Kelmscott Manor and to Audley End House which Cholsey members have
joined. We also took part in a quiz at Didcot Civic Hall, where our team had
a very enjoyable evening and came a respectable fourth out of 24 teams.
Several of us will attend a Literary Lunch in Benson in July. The Foreign
Affairs Committee will be holding an Africa Day in Cholsey Pavilion on 14th
November.
You can meet us at the Cholsey Show in August, where we will have
a tombola and a cake stall or on Sunday 11th September when we will
serve cream teas in the Pavilion as part of the Agatha Christie celebrations.
We may be too busy serving customers to talk to you, but you will see us
in action! Another place to learn more about us is on our Facebook page,
Cholsey WI Welcome Page.
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Cholsey WI welcomes all women. You do not have to take part in all
that is going on if you join us: we all have busy lives. Some members are
happy just to attend the monthly meetings which appeal to them.
We meet on the fourth Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm at the
Pavilion, Station Road, Cholsey. Look out for our posters around the village
and on our notice board outside Tesco so you can see what we are doing
each month. The Membership Fee from 1st July to 31th December 2016 is
£18.75. If you are thinking of joining us you can come to a meeting as a
visitor for a small donation. You will be made very welcome.
Please call Jan Morgan 07919 934712 if you would like any more
information.
Eileen Watts, Hon Treasurer, Cholsey WI

CHOLSEY PAVILION IN STATION ROAD
It is hard to believe that we have just celebrated the third birthday
of the Pavilion, such is the extent to which it has become established as a
venue and asset within the village. It was great to see the Pavilion supporting
the Queen’s birthday celebrations in June, and hosting our second wedding
booking a week earlier.
All areas of the building are now in use most days of the week – and
the Community Tea Shop continues to support local voluntary groups and
provides a great space to relax, meet fellow villagers and enjoy quality
cakes each Saturday morning. Please do come along – and see the range
of fitness courses, cooking classes and other attractions each week, not to
mention the youth club, the library, the new Children’s Centre and of course
the Complementary Health Centre.
We are delighted to say that the Pavilion Trust management committee
recently agreed to hold the hiring charges at the same rate for the third
successive year – so that we remain an affordable choice for private parties
or village functions.
Like any voluntary group in the village, the Trust would welcome
anyone who would be interested in getting involved and supporting this
community-owned and voluntarily-run resource.
James Butler, Chair, Cholsey Pavilion Trust (now a
registered charity) Tel 651490
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BBOWT WILDLIFE EVENTS
Friday 23rd September: Bat Walk at Cholsey Marsh 6.30pm 8.30pm.
We will meet outside the Great Hall, Fair Mile for a 6.30pm start and
then walk down Ferry Lane to Cholsey Marsh. Come along and learn about
the bats living in your local area and get the chance to use a bat detector
to listen to them, and hopefully see them feeding over the nearby lanes,
river and marsh.
Free event but booking is essential as limited to 25 people. Please
contact Mark Bradfield on markbradfield@bbowt.org.uk or 01865 775476
Ext. 217 to book a place. This event is being organised by BBOWT (Bucks,
Berks and Oxon Wildlife Trust) working with Oxfordshire Bat Group.
November 11th 7.30pm - 9.30pm: An evening of Wildlife Talks at
the Great Hall, Fair Mile.
Mark Bradfield from BBOWT will be talking about Wildlife Conservation
on both nature reserves and in your garden and Paul Chandler will be
talking about his Cholsey Wildlife experiences.

CHANGES AFOOT AT THE LAURENCE HALL!
The Laurence Hall is used by a variety of village organisations, as
well as the Church, but it is managed by the Church. The users of the
building were consulted concerning the kitchen and facilities; the result of
that exercise was that they would like the kitchen modernised, but added
that they liked the large grassed area out the back as it is totally safe and
secure.
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However the Hall needs to be brought up-to-date and a schedule
of works has been produced coving the whole of the building. The Hall
was originally built by Miss Laurence as a Girl Guide Hall in memory of
her brother, who was killed in the First World War. However running and
maintenance costs forced the Guides to gift it to the Church. Not a great
deal was done to the Hall until 1976 when with the funds from sale of the
Church Room, where Little Maples now stands, a kitchen and toilet block
was built in 1976. Since that date the original kitchen units and tops have
been replaced, however it now needs total refurbishment. Kitchen works are
scheduled to commence on August 8th for two weeks and will include new
kitchen units plus new dishwasher, cooker and large fridge.
The toilets will be modernised next year, as funds permit and will
feature individual unisex compartments and a toilet for the disabled. We
will keep the Forty Magazine informed as things happen.
Howard Gander, Properties Team, St Mary’s Church.

DAWN CHORUS WALKS
This year’s two Dawn Chorus Walks started at 4.30am, when it was
already fairly light, on a fine, mild Sunday morning in May!

Some of us enjoyed a misty and atmospheric stroll along the river
bank, accompanied by our wildlife experts, Paul Chandler, and Mark
Bradfield from BBOWT. The cuckoos were in full voice, as were all the lovely
warblers, which I am not expert enough to recognise! Mark was telling us
about BBOWT’s plans for Cholsey Marsh and for some Wildlife Talks and
Events later in the year, so keep an eye for more details! (See p39)
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The other group, including some hardy young people, enjoyed their
stroll out past Manor Farm, accompanied by wildlife expert, Tony Rayner.
Goldcrests were in full song on both walks.
We rounded off a very pleasant early morning with coffee and bacon
rolls – many thanks to Mary and Phil Dyson for their hospitality, and to our
experts for giving us such a great experience.
Sue Jeffs, Cholsey 1000 Plus

MID-SUMMER STROLL
A crowd of intrepid walkers (well, 8 of us) set off on the annual
midsummer stroll. The clouds were threatening and there were rumbles
of thunder in the distance.
‘It will be fine’, we told
ourselves. We had almost
reached the river before the
rain started and the thunder
was definitely getting nearer,
but the river looked lovely
and the ducks came to
see us. Suddenly, a very
loud clap of thunder which
sounded almost overhead
made us question the sense
of being there. However, that
really signalled the worst
and gradually the rain eased and the thunder clouds rolled away. To say
it turned into a nice evening would not perhaps be accurate, but as we
walked by the river we were serenaded by a myriad of bird song. As we
left the river to return to the road, the field we walked through was full
of wild flowers including a large number of the beautiful pyramid orchid.
Caps Lane provided yet more lovely bird song including a corn bunting
which I understand is quite rare in these parts. Then it was back to the Red
Lion (which was pleasingly full) for a well deserved drink. Maybe, it wasn’t
exactly what we were hoping for at midsummer, but at least it wasn’t the
complete wash-out of last year. A most enjoyable evening – just a pity there
weren’t more of us.
Estelle Browne
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CHOLSEY ART AND CRAFT SHOW 2016
Another very successful show was
held again this year in May at the Great
Hall. Over 70 fabulous pieces of art and
craftwork were on display, many of which
were for sale. 13 pieces were sold, and
20% of the sale price goes towards the
costs of running this free community
event.
The Show is organised jointly
by Cholsey 1000 Plus and Cholsey
Community Development Trust, and a
small planning group has been working
on the details for the Show since last
December!
We are very grateful to all of
Cholsey’s fantastically talented artists
and craftspeople for supporting the Show
again this year. We are also very grateful
to everyone who helped with the planning and over the week-end to make
it all such an enjoyable event for the 100s of people who came along!
Sue Jeffs and Ros Nicholson, on behalf of the planning
group
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BONFIRE NIGHT 2016!
Although we still have lots of
(hopefully) lovely summer days to come,
planning has already started for this year’s
Cholsey Bonfire Night! This will be on Friday
4th November on the cricket field at Fair
Mile.
Last year, Bonfire Night was a joint
event between Cholsey 1000 Plus, Cholsey
Community Development Trust, Cholsey
Cricket Club and Cholsey Scouts, and we
hope to repeat this winning formula. However, as this is a free community
event, and the fireworks and extra insurance cost over £2,500, we will need
to fundraise in advance in order for the event to go ahead.
We are aiming to have a Big Bonfire Raffle with cash prizes, and
ticket sales will start early in the Autumn – so expect to be ‘nobbled’ outside
Tesco and at other events and venues around the village!
If you have other fundraising ideas and would like help with this
year’s Bonfire Night, please do get in touch. We will also need everyone to
give generously to the bucket collection on the night!
Sue Jeffs, Cholsey 1000 Plus. su-ej@hotmail.co.uk

ADVANCE NOTICE!
Christmas in the Great Hall
The CCDT and Hickory Dickory Xmas Shop are organising a Christmas
Fair in the Great Hall on Saturday 10th December between 10am – 4pm.
There will be a variety of stalls offering locally made goods, a Santa’s Grotto
and a Christmas Café selling mulled wine and mince pies. Come and join
the festive fun!
£1 entry for adults, children are free and adults receive a complimentary
hot drink on arrival.
For more information or to book a stall, contact suzebarb@gmail.com
or info@cholseycdt.org.uk.
Anna Swindell, CCDT Administrator
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NATURE NOTES
The late Bill Campbell inspired many of his Cholsey School pupils
to take a keen interest in natural history, and birds in particular. Three of
these former pupils now rank among the top ten twitchers in the county.
This helps to explain why a rare and elusive bird has previously been seen
on at least five occasions in Cholsey. The first sighting in 1965 was thought
to be by Bill himself, but followed since by his protégés Tony Williams (in
1978), Paul Chandler (in 1984) and Richard Broughton (in 2014). Now
we have a sixth record backed up by excellent
photographs, but more of that later.
You probably know the story about the
competition for the title King of the Birds. It
was decided that the title should go to the
highest flier. The Golden Eagle, being the
largest competitor, was the red hot favourite.
So it was that the eagle soared high above
the rest and proclaimed itself the winner. At
that moment something moved among the
feathers on its back, and a Wren appeared.
The Wren then flew just above the eagle that
had reached its limit. The story is all about the
smallest defeating the largest or strongest –
the avian equivalent of David and Goliath.
We now know that the principals are neither the largest nor smallest
of our birds. The Wren comes close to being our smallest bird, but is actually
the third smallest. When comparing the size and weight of our smallest
birds, the differences are tiny. So fine are these margins that a particularly
small individual Wren might well be smaller than the rest!
However to find our smallest bird we need to look in our conifers for
a tiny job hovering around the outmost branches. This bird, constantly flicks
its tiny wings whilst looking for its favoured diet of spiders, moth eggs and
small insects. It is the Goldcrest, sometimes referred to as the Gold-crested
Wren.
Once, when visiting a National Trust property in Wales, I found a
Goldcrest trapped in an upstairs room with no open window. Holding this
tiny bundle of feathers in the palm of my hand prior to release, it appeared
to weigh nothing. This is not surprising as it weighs as little as 4.5 grams.
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All of this leads me to that sixth record referred to above, by yet another
of W D Campbell’s protégés. The clues to the identity of this rarity, found by
dedicated birding expert Roger Wyatt, lie in the previous paragraphs.
This, our second smallest bird, has been recognised as a winter
visitor for about 180 years. It was only officially added to the list of Britain’s
breeding birds in 1962 when breeding was proved in the New Forest. It
remains rare in Britain and is mainly found in coastal regions of southern
and eastern England, and in Wendover Forest. So notable is our bird around
Wendover that not only is a forest trail named after it, but in the town you
may even find a pub that bears its name. Sadly this Wendover population
was reduced from about 46 pairs to 5 in 30 years following much felling of
the bird’s favoured Norway Spruce.
A cat, owned by a gentleman from Swaffham Bulbeck in
Cambridgeshire, is credited as finding the first one in August 1832. Both
owner and cat were interested in birds, but for different reasons! The cat
invariably brought its catches to its master who realised that, although
similar to a Goldcrest, this bird was different. It was much brighter than
its cousin with a black line through the eye and a prominent white bar
or supercilium above the eye. The gentleman took this to be a young bird
and it was noted that there were older birds in the neighbourhood. In 1863
breeding was suspected in Windsor Forest. This would suggest that our bird
had been breeding undetected in Britain for over 100 years.
This bird is so small and similar to a Goldcrest, that it could easily
be overlooked in many places. But
not in Cholsey, where the likes of
Roger Wyatt and his brothers Geoff
and Brian miss very little. So we can
now add the FIRECREST to our list
of Cholsey birds thanks to Roger’s
discovery in the Wallingford Road
area. No longer should we take it
for granted that every crested wren/
kinglet is a Goldcrest. Look out for
a bright bird with prominent head
markings, a song that lacks a final
flourish, and one more likely to be
found away from conifers than its common cousin.
EASTENDER
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CHOLSEY DIARY
Don’t forget the Community Tea Shop at the Cholsey Pavilion 10– 12.30 every
Saturday. Also HortSoc Store, Station Road Allotments, 10-12 each Saturday March
to October.
JULY 2016
FRI 22
Cholsey Golf Society Golf Day at Henley Golf Club
SAT 23-SUN 24 CWR Anniversary Steam Trains
SAT 23
Family Archaeology day at Wallingford Museum. 11am - 4pm
WED 27 Cholsey WI. Thames Walk & Bow Bridge BBQ.
SAT 30-SUN 31 CWR Anniversary Steam Trains
AUGUST 2016
MON 1 - FRI 12 Fun in the Park. See p29
TUE 2
SAS Walk Departs The Forty. 10.00am
FRI 5
Cholsey 50 Club. Cream Teas. Laurence Hall. 3.00pm.
SAT 6
‘Wild About Cholsey’ Launch of Eastender’s book. The Pavilion. 10.00-		
4.00pm
SAT 13
Cholsey Show. Whitehead Meadow. 12.30 onwards. (see p21)
SAT 13
CWR Fish & Chip Supper Train. 7.00pm
SUN 14
Wallingford Queen’s Birthday Celebrations. Castle Gardens.1.00pm-		
5.00pm
FRI 19
Cholsey Golf Society Gold Day at The Oxfordshire Golf Club
SAT 20
William the Conqueror day at Wallingford Museum. Family fun all 		
day 11am - 4pm. Free entry!
WED 24 Cholsey WI. ‘Animals in your Garden. The Pavilion. 7.30pm.
THURS 25 Cholsey Neighboorhood Plan Meeting. 7.30pm. (see p28)
SAT 27
St Mary’s Church Balloon, Beer & BBQ Festival. Jubilee Field. 3.00-		
9.30pm. (Weather dependent).
SUN 28-MON 29 CWR Diesel Weekend.
SEPTEMBER 2016
FRI 2
SUN 4
TUES 6

Cholsey 50 Club. Styleacre Talk. The Old School. 8.00pm
Pumpkin, Marrow & Sunflower Competition. CAPA Patch, Ilges Lane 		
site. 10.30am
SAS Walk Departs The Forty 10.00am
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FRI 9 – SUN 11 Agatha Christie Weekend (see p24)
SAT 10
Agatha Christie Heritage Bus Rides. (see p25)
SUN 11
CWR Agatha Christie Day Steam Trains
FRI 16
Supper & Sixties Quiz Evening. The Old School. 7.30pm.
SUN 18-MON 19 Cholsey Golf Society’s Captain’s Weekend at The Belfry
FRI 23
BBOWT Bat Walk. Cholsey Marsh. 6.30pm. (see p39)
SAT 24
9th Annual Choko Beer Festival. Laurence Hall. 12.00 noon
SAT 24
CWR Fish & Chip Supper Evening Train. 7.00pm
WED 28 Cholsey WI. ‘History Beneath My Feet’. The Pavilion. 7.30pm.
OCTOBER 2016
TUE 4
FRI 7
FRI 7
SAT 8

SAS Walk departs The Forty 10.00am
Cholsey 50 Club. Medical Detection Dogs. The Old School. 8.00pm
CHOKO Jazz Night. (To be confirmed.) See p53
S. Moreton Primary School PTA Barn Dance. 8.00-11.00pm. Tickets 		
£10.
SAT 8-SUN 9
CWR 1940’s Steam Trains
FRI 14
Cholsey Golf Society at Burford Golf Club		
FRI 14
CAPA AGM. The Old School. 7.30pm
SAT 15
Cholsey Tennis Club 40th Anniversary Party & Casino evening. 		
Goring Golf Club. 7.00pm
FRI 21
Cholsey Silver Band Autumn Concert. The Great Hall Fair Mile. 7.30pm
WED 26 Cholsey WI. Wiltshire Farm Foods. The Pavilion. 7.30pm
SAT 29-SUN 30 CWR Spooky Halloween Steam Trains
NOVEMBER 2016
TUE 1
FRI 4
FRI 4
FRI 11
SUN 13
FRI 18
SAT 19
WED 23

SAS Walk departs The Forty 10.00am
Cholsey Bonfire Night at Fair Mile. See p43
Cholsey 50 Club. The History of Pettits. The Old School. 8.00pm.
Wildlife Talk. Great Hall. 7.30pm. (see p39)
Remembrance Sunday. The Forty. 3.00pm.
Cholsey Golf Society at Bicester Golf Club.
Cholsey Tennis Club Quiz. Cholsey Pavilion. 7.30pm prompt.
Cholsey WI. Christmas Craft, Poems & Carols. The Pavilion. 7.30pm.

48

BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY
19th May saw Val Bolt off to London with her friend Anne Powell for
the Garden Party to celebrate her British Empire Medal . Val was armed of
course with a list of questions from children at Cholsey School, who were
VERY excited about the trip. It was a wonderful occasion, shared with 8,000
other lucky people! Val gave comprehensive feedback to the children’s
questions - here’s a taster:
‘The gates are black and gold Jacob and very tall! The palace is very,
very big Oliver! There are 775 rooms, including 19 State rooms, 52 Royal
and guest bedrooms, 188 staff bedrooms, 92 offices and 78 bathrooms!
It has a lovely typically English garden with lots of plants you and I grow
in our gardens Eliza. It was beautiful Sam and very special to walk round
and look at all of the flowers and beautiful dresses ladies were wearing,
although I do not think some of the ladies were very sensible wearing such
high heeled shoes on the soft grass!
We got a glimpse of the Queen - she seems tiny but looked very regal
in a light mint green dress with matching hat with a pink stripe round it
Joseph, but no crown Dylan!’

CHOLSEY CELEBRATES VAL BOLT’S BEM

After school on Friday 17th June, we joined a huge crowd of wellwishers in Cholsey School hall to watch Cholsey’s very own Val Bolt being
presented with her British Empire Medal.
Having heard all about Mrs Bolt’s trip to the garden party at
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Buckingham Palace and her medal, our 6 year old twins, who are in Mrs
Bolt’s class at school, were desperate to go and join the fun and see the
medal presentation happening. They were not disappointed – it was a
fabulous happy event, with wonderful music and most excitingly (for a pair
of 6 year olds) the Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire who presented Mrs Bolt
with her medal had his dress uniform on and his sword with him…

“The guard was wearing a special suit that was navy blue. The school
choir and the orchestra sang and made the music. At the end of it Mrs
Bolt was crying because she was happy. Her medal was as shiny as gold.”
Callum Bearpark, age 6
“The Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire was very smartly dressed with
his trusty sword. The school choir sang and the Lord Lieutenant was very
impressed. Mrs Bolt was excited when she got her medal and we clapped.”
Jacob Bearpark, age 6
The Bearpark family

50

FROM THE VICAR
As I write this, we have just been enjoying the splendid celebrations
for the 90th birthday of her Majesty, the Queen. As I write, the news is once
again filled with arguments about the EU referendum, the result of which
seems too close to call. I am very aware that by the time you read this, you
will of course know that result; you may be filled with joy or despair or
perhaps just plain indifference. At present both sides seem to be keen to
tell us that there will be disaster of almost apocalyptic proportions if we vote
for the other side.
Maybe we should just try and get things into perspective. One of my
daughters has just returned from Cambodia. One of the first things she
said on her return is that we just don’t realise how lucky we are in this
country to enjoy the peace, generally civilized values and relatively low level
of corruption that we do. Of course the news is filled with stories to the
contrary but actually they make the news precisely because they are not the
norm and not what we expect.
We take so much for granted in this country. On my daughter’s way to
the airport in Phnom Penh, the road was lined with brothels and prostitutes,
many of them children. It is often not safe for a single woman to walk in
the towns even in broad daylight. Sadly, not everyone continues to espouse
the Christian values which have made our Queen the remarkable person
that she is, but we all continue to benefit from the legacy of those Christian
values far more than we can tell.
I know that there are deep concerns and possible dangers whichever
way the EU referendum goes. However, either way, I believe that we shall
continue to enjoy a standard of living and a quality of life that is the envy
of billions of people across the world. Let’s never cease be grateful for what
we have and let’s never cease to be generous towards those who have so
much less.
On the other hand, even if the result is exactly what you are hoping
for, it will not of course be the solution to all our problems. The solution
has much more to do with you and me living by those Christian values that
have been so faithfully lived out by our Queen.
Andrew
The Vicarage, Church Road, Cholsey, Oxon OX10 9PP.
651216 andrewpetit@virginmedia.com

Tel: 01491
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CHOKO UPDATE
The Choko group is thriving and continuing in its aim to fund
sustainable projects to improve the livelihoods of families in Ntwetwe,
Uganda.
Thanks to funds raised mainly through the Cholsey Beer Festival in
September and a grant from St Mary’s Church, Choko was able to fund
the start of a poultry project. Our donation provided the initial capital to
set up the poultry farm, so that villagers can farm and sell chicken eggs,
and therefore have a sustainable income for years to come. Our contact
in Ntwetwe has reported that the project is underway, although the initial
building work was delayed due to heavy flooding. Nevertheless, construction
of a poultry shelter is now underway to bring the remainder of the project
back on track.

As well as our work in Ntwetwe, we still retain our link with schools in
Kodumela in South Africa. We have a big and exciting project planned for
improving the education of non-main stream children through intervention,
across many schools. There is a separate article on the intervention project
in this Forty issue.
We also sponsor a child, Jonathon, who lives in Ntwetwe. Through
regular monthly donations controlled by local World Vision representatives
we are able to make a real difference to Jonathon’s welfare and that of his
community.
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This year’s fundraising in support of the Ntwetwe projects started
with our participation in the Class-a-thon run by The Barn Fitness Club
in April. Choko, along with several other groups and charities, put forward
a team to participate in 24 back-to-back hour-long exercise classes. We
spun, zumba’d and stepped through the twilight hours. We learnt the hard
way the meaning of Insanity Live! Later that month we held the Bingo day,
a somewhat less strenuous, yet lively and well attended event. Our bingo
callers entertained everyone with their excellent bingo lingo. In June we ran
the Beer and Pimms tent at the Cholsey 1000 Plus Party in the Park, with all
the profits being donated to Choko. All these activities have raised around
£1,000 towards the next project and to help in sponsoring Jonathon.  
Looking ahead, our main fundraising activity coming up is the
Cholsey Beer Festival on 24th September at the Laurence Hall. As ever, this
promises to be a great day out when the family can relax to good music and
the adults can enjoy great local ales. Food will be available all day. See p26
for details or visit our website www.chokobeerfestival.org.uk.
And finally, the AGM in June saw the re-election of the committee and
the dawn of a new and exciting year supporting Uganda and South Africa.
Ann Rostern, CHOKO Secretary

KODUMELA SCHOOLS LINK
In the Spring issue, we told you
we want to bring a representative from
each of the 17 Kodumela schools to the
UK to attend a training programme at
primary schools in South Oxfordshire.
This will enable best practice in basic
skills and behaviour to be shared. We need to raise the funds to fly these
representatives to the UK in 2017. All accommodation will be provided
by local volunteers and the training will all be done by UK teachers and
teaching assistants at no cost.
Over the last few months, we have been working hard on developing
a Crowdfunder application to help fund the visit and we are delighted to
say at the time of going to press, we have raised over £3,000 in online and
offline pledges. This year’s beer festival profits will also go to the Schools
Link project.
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We need your help to raise the remaining money to fund the 17
teachers’ visit here, so please share this information with all of your family,
friends, colleagues and anyone else who might be interested.
We also have a presentation we can deliver to your group or business
if you would like to know more. Visit our website for the up to date
information and further details of this exciting and ground breaking project.
We can make a real difference to the real lives of so many of the
poorest children in the most rural areas of Limpopo, so please, please help
us. Any donation, no matter how small, will help us to change the lives of
these children. For instance, if 100 people each donate £15, it will enable
one more teacher to come to the UK. If you wish to donate, or would like
more information please contact info@choko.org.uk.
Val Bolt

CHOKO JAZZ EVENING
Kodumela Schools Link Fundraising
At the time of going to press we are finalising the date for a jazz
concert in October, likely to be Friday 7th October, at Cholsey School, featuring
Oxfordshire’s very own Fleur Stevenson and her band of accomplished
musicians, including Cholsey School music teacher Ian Barlow.
Fleur is an accomplished scat singer. Although her take on the jazz
standards and latin numbers may be modern, her love of traditional vocal
jazz is apparent in her delivery of the songs. Her influences spanning jazz,
soul and blues genres, include Carman McRae, Shirley Horn, Ella Fitzgerald,
Diana Washington, Donny Hathaway, Sarah Vaughan and Chris Connor.
Tickets will be £20 including a hot two course supper.
Val Bolt

FUN AT WALLINGFORD MUSEUM AUG 20TH
Our William the Conqueror day on August 20th 11am-4pm marks the
950th anniversary of William’s army crossing the Thames at Wallingford
in 1066. Meet our own knight; see and handle the sorts of weapons and
armour used by Saxons and Normans; draw and cut out figures for our own
‘Bayeux Tapestry’. You can also join in the children’s competition for best
dressed Saxon Warrior/Lady, or Norman Knight /Lady (choose your side!).
This and much more - and all FREE for the day!!
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ADULT
LEARNING
Wallingford

Sue Gibbens
St. George’s Road
Wallingford OX10 8HR
836710 or
0845 351 0646

Day and evening courses in many subjects
locally. Info at local libraries or at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
adultlearning@oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.oxfordshire.goc.uk/adultlearning

AGATHA
CHRISTIE GROUP
Cholsey

Tony Rayner

An informal group seeking to promote the
celebrated author’s links with Cholsey, including
helping to organise the Cholsey end of the
annual Agatha Christie Week-end in September

BELLRINGERS
Cholsey

Jenny Jeskins
73Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9PA
651579
Wednesday 8 – 9 p.m.

Ringers welcome on Wednesdays at 8 p.m.
Ringing on Sundays at 9.15-9.45a.m. Please
phone beforehand if you wish to see the bells or
join the group.
St. Mary’s Parish Church

BADMINTON
and
TABLE TENNIS

Tony Masters

Come and join in the friendly fun!
You can book the Great Hall and equipment at
other times - check the Great Hall calendar for
available times and hall hire.
www.cholseycdt.org.uk

BLUEBIRDS
FOOTBALL CLUB
Cholsey

Glenn Hawkins
49 Station Road
Cholsey OX10
651314

651609

01491 652339

Friday

Matches
played SAT
Matches
played SUN

6p.m. – 8p.m.

U7, U8

All on Jubilee Field

U9 – U16

BOYS’ BRIGADE
1st and 3rd
Wallingford

Nev Keating
Geneve
Fair Field
Cholsey OX10
652602

1st

Wednesday

6 p.m., 6.45 p.m.

3rd

Tuesday

6 p.m., 6.45 p.m.

BROWNIE
GUIDES
First Cholsey

Amanda Gammer
Flitcroft
2 Croft Villas
Wallingford OX10 8XW
07906 266011
Mondays

Great Hall, Fair Mile

New players always welcome:
Boys U7, U8, U9, U10, U11, U12, U15,U16

Open to girls and boys. Anchors (5-7) 6 p.m.;
Juniors (8-11) 7 p.m.; Company (11+) 7.30 p.m.
http://1wallingford.boys-brigade.org.uk
Istwallingford@boys-brigade.org.uk
Wallingford Methodist
Church
Baptist Church, Honey Lane,
Cholsey

If you or your daughter would like to know
more, please call 0800 1695901 or visit the
website. Subscriptions are £22.50 / 2 school
terms
amanda_gf@hotmail.com
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

6 p.m. – 7.15 p.m.

Laurence Hall
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
BUMPS,
BUNDLES & TINY
TOTS

Cholsey CDT Office
Anna Swindell
01491 652339

Fridays

https://www.facebook.com/Cholsey-BumpsBundles-and-Tiny-Tots-Group679369852110991/
9.30 a.m. - 11.30 a.m.
Great Hall, Fair Mile

CADs
CHOLSEY
AMATEUR
DRAMATIC
SOCIETY
Cholsey

Cathy Harrison
25 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
201694

CAPA CHOLSEY
ALLOTMENTS
PROTECTION
ASSOCIATION

Barry Sheldon
(Secretary)
8 Rothwells Close
Cholsey
OX10 9LF
651174

Village amateur dramatic group set up to
perform plays in spring/summer. New members
always welcome – on-stage and back-stage.
Performing at the Fair Mile Great Hall.
theharrisons5@tesco.net

Rehearsals
Wednesday
evenings

Monday
quarterly

CHIPS
Cholsey Holiday
Play Scheme

A friendly informal group for parents & carers
with babies up to 18 months, and parents-to-be.
Make friends, share experiences and enjoy tea,
coffee, juice & biscuits. £2 per adult.
Baby change and breast-feeding friendly.
info@cholseycdt.org.uk

& others as necessary

In Summer
holidays

Chairman: MS Woodley
AGM in December
New members always welcome
capasecret@gmail.com

7 p.m.

Claire Humphreys
13 Station Road
Cholsey
651482

66 or 40 Rothwells Close
5 days of fun & outings for ages 5-11 living in
Cholsey or attending Cholsey School
cholseychips@gmail.com

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

CHOKO

Ann Rostern
33 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
651903

CWR –
CHOLSEY &
WALLINGFORD
RAILWAY

Pat Hatch
Events Administrator

Venue varies

CHOKO has a new mission to link Cholsey with
Ntwetwe in Uganda through friendship,
information and fundraising. School links will be
maintained with Kodumela.
info@choko.org.uk

www.choko.org.uk

pathatch50@hotmail.co
.uk

Great Hall, Fair
Mile

www.chokobeerfestival.org.uk

Diesel & steam-hauled trains linking Cholsey
Station & Wallingford. For train & event
information, visit our website.
cwrail@yahoo.co.uk
www.cholsey-wallingford-railway.com
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
CHOLSEY 1000
PLUS
Cholsey’s
Community
Association
THE FORTY
MAGAZINE

Sue Jeffs (Chair)
8 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
651164
su-ej@hotmail.co.uk

Organises fun events open to everyone.
Publishes The Forty, & Welcome to Cholsey Pack,
also Change at Cholsey – again!, Parish Potters,
& Wild about Cholsey. Helpers & new
Committee members welcome always!
Please contact us to hire the Community P.A.
system for outdoor community events.
To advertise in The Forty info@cholsey.info
magazine, please
http://cholsey.info
contact Sue Jeffs
su-ej@hotmail.co.uk
forty@piepowder.co.uk (for all Forty copy)

Committee meets
2nd Mon of month

CHOLSEY and
WALLINGFORD
CONCERT
BAND

Kalinda Francombe
07590 280507

Mary Wooliston
15 Brookside
Cholsey OX10 9NN
651768
Ring 4 p.m. – 6
p.m.

COMMUNITY
CHOIR
Cholsey

Duncan Reed
32 Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9PA
651441

Mondays
Term-time only

COMMUNITY
DEVLOPMENT
TRUST (CCDT)
Cholsey

Forty Adverts:
Sue Jeffs
651164

The band welcomes competent players of all
woodwind and brass instruments, who have
good sight-reading skills and previous
experience of playing in a band or orchestra.
www.cholseywallingfordcb.co.uk

Monday
Rehearsals

COMMUNITY
CAR SERVICE
Cholsey

Forty Editorial : Judy Dewey
651127. Copy deadlines:
15th February, June and October.

Cholsey Great Hall
Off Newlands Way
Cholsey OX10 9GW
Trust Administrator
Anna Swindell
01491 652339

7.30p.m. – 9.30p.m.

Great Hall, Fair
Mile

Transport service providing volunteer drivers for
hospital, doctor visits, shopping, etc. For older,
vulnerable or disabled people in Cholsey
fosterwoolly@tiscali.co.uk
On Mon, Wed or Friday
Cholsey’s Community Choir – good fun, different
genres & a professional leader. New singers
always welcome.
Alternative contact: Mark Gray 651333
duncanreed@dwrconsult.demon.co.uk
7.30 p.m.

Free Church,
Honey Lane

The charity CCDT owns and manages community
facilities at Fair Mile/Cholsey Meadows and is
also responsible for helping to create a
harmonious and ‘sustainable’ community in
Cholsey through events and activities. There is a
Membership and Friends Scheme. See our
website for more details.
info@cholseycdt.org.uk
www.cholseycdt.org.uk
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
COMMUNITY
LIBRARY
Cholsey

Amanda Taylor
7 Fairfield
Cholsey

Cholsey’s Community Library has 1000s of
books, CDs and DVDs! It is run by volunteers. To
volunteer or for more information, please
contact Amanda. The room is also available to
hire.
cholsey.library@gmail.com

651993
07747 012002
Monday – Friday:
2 p.m. to 4.30
p.m.

COMMUNITY
TEA SHOP,
CHOLSEY

COPA
Cholsey’s Older
People’s Advice
Project
CREATIVE CLUB
Cholsey

CRICKET CLUB
Cholsey

Madeline Sherratt
651888
Momena Wright 651112
Pam Turner 651276
Saturdays 10 a.m. to
12.30 p.m.

Angie Regan
07985 030049
Jan Morgan
07919 934712
Jean Salter
07731 853816
1st & 3rd Tuesday:
7.30 – 9.30 p.m.

Cholsey Pavilion,
Station Road

Run by volunteers from Cholsey village groups
selling home-made cakes and hot/cold drinks.
Cholsey Pavilion, Station Road
Advice and information about a whole host of
issues are available on Saturday mornings at the
Community Tea Shop, or at Cholsey Day Centre
10a.m. – 12noon on the 3rd Wednesday of the
month.

07494 893997

Inspire and be inspired! Bring your own craft
project, materials and creativity!
£2 per session inc. tea & coffee
regan22@virginmedia.com
2nd & 4th Monday: 10 a.m. – 12
noon
No meetings on 5th Monday or
Tuesday

Cholsey Library,
Cholsey Pavilion,
Station Road

Richard Williams (Sec)
11 Wyndham Gardens
Wallingford OX10 9AU
838265 (h) 692398 (w)
Wednesday &
Friday
Sunday

DAY CENTRE
Cholsey

Also Friday 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Saturday: 9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.

New players welcome. Friendly league fixtures
played Wednesday evenings & Sunday
afternoons. Junior coaching & BBQ every other
Friday. Cholsey contact: Andy Chapman 07753
949575
Cricket Pavilion,
6 p.m.
Cholsey
Meadows
2 p.m.
Social stimulation & activities for the over 50’s.
Arts & Craft, Performers, Quizzes, Bingo and
Local School Visits. Two course lunch and
refreshments. Warm, welcoming & happy
atmosphere. Wonderful caring staff who will
offer support when needed.

Lin Harding & Kathy
Hutt
The Old School
Marymead, Church
Road
652970
Mon, Weds,
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Friday
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
GET FIT / KEEP
FIT for the over
60s

Liz and Tom Farrell
01491 652339
Mondays Ladies
Mondays Men

A fun 45 minute work-out, with gentle warm-up
and warm-down. Static exercises aimed at
strengthening hips, knees and shoulders. Bring
mat, towel and water. £3 per session
11a.m. – 12 noon
Great Hall, Fair
5.30p.m. – 6.16p.m.
Mile

FAIR MILE
SPORTS &
SOCIAL CLUB

Hon Sec or Steward
Memberships available. League darts, snooker,
Morning Star
pool. Members, visitors & guests welcome. Also
Papist Way
public bar (Monday – Saturday 12 – 3 p.m.). Sky
Cholsey OX10 9QL
Sports & BT Sports.
651087
Open 7 days a
12 noon – 11.59 p.m.
The Morning Star
week

FIRST STEP
FORWARD
Community
Learning Hub

Poppy Hunt

c/o
The Pavilion
Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT

Courses and activities to boost confidence and
provide fun learning opportunities. In
conjunction with Abingdon and Witney College.

Times and dates to be advertised

The Pavilion
The Great Hall

FIVE-O CLUB
Cholsey

Connie Tappern

FOOTBALL CLUB
Cholsey United

David Dewey
10 Beehive Close
Cholsey OX10 9BF
07946 370794

FREE CHURCH
Cholsey
(Baptist)

Paul E. Revell
Bible Study 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 2.30 – 3.30
4 Marymead
p.m.
Cholsey OX10 9PQ
Sunday service – see below.
651712
Sunday Service
10.30 a.m.
Cholsey Free
Church, Honey
Lane

FRIENDS OF
CHOLSEY PARISH
CHURCH

Howard Gander
37 Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NX
651791

651752
First Friday of
month

Social club for over and approaching 50s living or
working in Cholsey and around. Monthly
meetings, talks and outings.
7.30 for 8 p.m.
The Old School,
Marymead,
Church Road
Adult male football club. Seeking a manager.
Home fixtures played at Cholsey
Rec.www.cholseyunitedfc.co.uk
E: secretary@cholseyunitedfc.co.uk

Fundraising for maintenance of St. Mary’s
Church fabric, & to encourage interest in it as a
historic building and a place of worship
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
GOLF SOCIETY
Cholsey

Secretary
Dave Evans
88 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9QB
01491 652547
Golf usually 3rd
Friday each
month
(occasionally a
Thurs or Mon)

GUIDES
First Cholsey

Linda Saunders
14 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
201479
Monday

HAPPY HUB
Cholsey
Children’s Centre

Contact:
Liz, Loren, Sarah
07754 081674

Monday – Friday
Some Saturdays

Founded in 1991 – over 30 members.
Costs £35 to join & guests always welcome,
whatever standard! Monthly golf days
throughout the year £26 - £50 inclusive of food
(bacon roll on arrival +1 or 2 course lunch).
E: dave.vans@virgin.net
Different local golf clubs each
month (within 1 hour drive of
Cholsey) in Oxon., Berks., Bucks,
Hants. & Wilts. Captain’s
Day/Presentation Dinner in
September. 3 day tour abroad
(Europe) in April/May
For guides aged 10 to 14 years

7.30 – 9 p.m.

Various session times, please
contact us for more information

Thursday

HISTORICAL &
Archaeological
Society ( TWHAS)
Wallingford

Judy Dewey
16 Lapwing Lane
Cholsey OX10 9QR
651127

The Pavilion,
Station Road
and
Great Hall, Fair
Mile

Monthly meetings with illustrated talks. Visitors
always welcome (£4). Active research on local
history & archaeology. Monthly newsletter.
Helps to run Wallingford Museum.
judy@piepowder.co.uk

2nd Wednesday of
month Sept–June

HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Cholsey

Laurence Hall

Free play and learning opportunities for children
aged up to 5 years. Support, activities and
courses for young families, including: stay and
play, baby sign, baby massage. Also at Fun in
The Park, summer holiday playscheme
https://thehappyhubblog.wordpress.com

Jennie Kent (Sec)
17 Honey Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NL
652100
Store open
Saturdays March
to October

7.45 for 8 p.m.

St. Mary’s
Church,
Wallingford

RHS affiliated. Members’ store with low prices.
Membership: Families £3. Organises annual
village show in August and regular events.
Jennifer_kent@btinternet.com
www.CholseyHortSoc.org.uk
10 a.m. – 12 noon

Station Road
Allotments

60

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
LITTLE FISHES
Baby & Toddler
Group

Joan Adams
3 Kennedy Crescent
Cholsey OX10 9QZ
202491
Tuesday

NETBALL CLUB
Cholsey

Karen Silkstone
1 Slade Road
Cholsey OX10 9PD
201783
Thursday

OPTIMISTS
BADMINTON

Tricia Stanton
19 Queen’s Road
Cholsey OX10 9QX
651987
Monday

PANTOLOONS

Cathy Harrison
25 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
201694

Run by St. Mary’s Church, for anyone caring for
a child under 5. A fun & friendly group.
Alternative contact: Church Office 651812
kennethadams4@gmail.com
9 a.m. – 12 noon (term time only)

Laurence Hall

Great fun and good exercise!
k.silkstone@ntlworld.com
7 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Cholsey School

Badminton for the Over-50s. Fun and fitness!
triciapeter.flowers@talktalk.net
2.15 – 4 p.m.

Wallingford Regal

Village amateur dramatic group, performing
shows and annual Pantomime in early
December. New members always welcome –
on-stage and back-stage. Performing at the Fair
Mile Great Hall.
theharrisons5@tesco.net

PTA – Parent
Teacher
Association

Clive Miners
8 Kennedy Cres.
Cholsey
651328
Half-termly

PARISH CHURCH
OF ST. MARY’S
(1)

PARISH CHURCH
OF ST. MARY’S
(2)

Rev. Andrew Petit
(Vicar)
The Vicarage
Church Road
Cholsey OX10 9PP
651216
Enquiries
welcome at
Vicarage or Office

Alternative contact: Head Teacher, Cholsey
School OX10 9PP. All parents of Cholsey school
children are welcome to join.
clminers@outlook.com
7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m.

Cholsey School

Main Sunday service for all ages at 9.45 a.m.
Creche & children’s group available.
See next entry & website for more details.
andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
www.parishes.oxford.anglican.org
/cholsey

See also next
entry

Madeline Sherratt,
Evening Service 6 p.m. Holy Communion 1st
Lynda Petit
Sunday only. 8 a.m. traditional Communion 3rd
Church Office
Sunday only. At Old School (Day Centre) at 5
Laurence Hall
p.m. 2nd Sunday.
Church Road
mail@cholseychurch.plus.com
Cholsey OX10 9PP
651812
Office open:
Monday and Wednesday
9.30 a.m. – 4.30 p.m.
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
PARISH COUNCIL
Cholsey

Melanie Malcolm
Parish Clerk
Cholsey Pavilion
Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
652255
1st & 3rd
Wednesday

The Parish Council meets fortnightly on a
Wednesday & members of the public are
welcome to attend. Office hours are: Monday –
Thursday 10 a.m. – 12 noon.
cholseypc.clerk@mediummail.co.uk
www.cholseypc.org
7.30 p.m.

Cholsey Pavilion

PAVILION TRUST
Cholsey

James Butler
31 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
651490

Leases, manages & maintains the Cholsey
Pavilion on behalf of the Parish Council.
Management Committee includes stakeholder
members.
Hall & facilities bookings
cholseypc@mediummail.co.uk

PRE-SCHOOL
Cholsey

Registration Sec
Cholsey Pre-School
Church Road
Cholsey OX10 9PP

Children may be registered from the age of 1.5
years. Call in to Pre-School for more details.
Contact Becky Cox Managing Supervisor 07980
417753
cholseypreschool@googlemail.com

Monday to Friday

RED KITE
ROUND DANCE
CLUB

Nick

Learn to dance and have fun too!

8p.m. – 10.30p.m.

webmaster@
wallingfordrugbyclub
.com

Colts & Seniors:
Tues & Thurs

SCRABBLE CLUB

Cholsey PreSchool at Cholsey
School

01491 598135
Most Mondays

RUGBY CLUB
Wallingford

8.45 a.m. – 3.15 p.m.

Jenny Jeskins
651579
Lin Harding
652970
Monday

Cholsey Scout
Hall

Mini: U5 – U12; Junior: U13 – U16
Colts: U17 – U19; Senior: 19+
Club originated in Cholsey!
www.wallingfordrugbyclub.com

7.30 p.m. – 9p.m.

Hithercroft
Sports Club

1st Monday of the month

2pm to 4pm

Old School (Day
Centre)
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
SCOUT GROUP
Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts

Group Scout Leader
Neil Moroney
gsl@cholseyscouts.org

Beavers (age 6-8). Mondays: contact Clive
Miners. Thursdays: contact James Shaw
beavers@cholseyscouts.org
Cubs (age 8-10). Contact Ali Crotch-Harvey
07807534913. cubs@cholseyscouts.org
Scout Troop (10 – 14). Contact Andy Sims
652672
scouts@cholseyscouts.org
www.cholseyscouts.org

Monday Beavers
Thursday Beavers
Wednes - Cubs
Wednes - Scouts

SCOUT HALL
and to hire
Inflatable
Assault Course

Please email

SHORT MAT
BOWLS CLUB
Cholsey

Kevin Howarth
The Old Post Office
17 The Forty
Cholsey OX10 9NA
651126

Mike Walker (Sec)
14 Freeman Road
Didcot OX11 7DE
01235 - 210289
Tuesday

TENNIS CLUB
Cholsey

Jenny Robson
30 Brentford Close
Cholsey
01491 651477
ADULTS:
Tuesday
Wednesday

TODDLER
PLAYGROUP
Cholsey

Scout Hall
behind Red Lion

hallhire@cholseyscouts.org
www.cholseyscouts.org

Tuesdays
Thursdays

SILVER BAND
Cholsey

5.45 -7 p.m. term-time.
5.45 – 7 p.m. term-time
6.15 – 7.45 p.m. term-time
7.45 – 9.15 p.m. term-time

Paula
Rosenbaumova
07809 620454
Thursday

Short Mat Bowls twice weekly on 4 mats at the
Great Hall OX10 9GW. New members welcome.
Contact Kevin for more information.
For Great Hall details, see
www.cholseycdt.org.uk
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
1.30p.m. – 4p.m.

Great Hall

Cholsey Silver Band welcomes new players
including young people. Please see our website.
Musical Director Peter Church.
mike@mikeannette.plus.com
www.cholseysilverband.co.uk
7 p.m. learners
8 p.m. seniors

Scout Hall
behind Red Lion

Club nights as shown below. Coaching available.
jenny.robson12@btinternet.com
www.cholseytennisclub.co.uk
JUNIORS:
Sunday - Summer
Mon/Wed - Winter

6.30 p.m.
Tennis Courts,
Cholsey Rec.

Friendly atmosphere, lots of toys and activities.
Cost: £1.50 per adult & 50p per child. Under 1s
free.

9.30 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.

Laurence Hall

63

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
WALKING
GROUP
(SAS) Cholsey

WEA
(Workers’
Educational
Association)

Tony Rayner
Red Cow Cottage
Wallingford Road
Cholsey OX10 9LG
651609
1st Tuesday in
month

Jan Morgan
07919 934712
4th Wednesday of
month

YOUTH CLUB
Cholsey

Depart from The
Forty

Day classes in Goring and Watlington – Tuesday
mornings starting in September and January.
For more information, contact: Goring – Alan
Winchcomb 01491 872773; Watlington – Ann
Reed 01865 890428
www.wea.org.uk
10 or 10.30 a.m.

Goring & Pyrton,
Watlington

Starts September. You don't need to be an
expert, but some knowledge of the rules is an
advantage! £3 per session including tea and
raffle.

Jenny Jeskins
651579

2nd Thursday of
month

WI Cholsey

10 a.m. start

Sue Jeffs
8 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
651164

Tuesdays

WHIST CLUB

Informal village walking group open to all.
Reasonable fitness needed (walks at least 4
miles). Walking boots strongly recommended!
Dates on posters & in The Forty magazine

7pm

Marymead
Common Room
Lots of fun – share your skills and expertise!
Talks, outings and fun activities. New members
always welcome!
jan951@btinternet.com

7.30 – 9.30 p.m.

Cholsey Pavilion

The Cholsey Youth Club has its own room at
Cholsey Pavilion and is open for activities and
involvement by Cholsey young people each
week.
The Club is on Thursdays for school years 7 & 8
from 7 – 8.30 p.m. Sessions are run during
term-time and offer a variety of activities.
Contact the Youth Leader for details.
youthleader@cholseyyouth.org.uk
chair@cholseyyouth.org.uk
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CHOLSEY TENNIS CLUB
We held a very successful “TRY TENNIS FOR FREE” day on May 15th.
It was very much a family atmosphere with everyone having a go, this
resulted in new memberships for the club, and also people signing up for
our Tennis Express and Rusty Rackets programmes that we have to offer.
Why not you as well? Coaching is available for Adults and Juniors - please
visit our website for details.
It’s been another very successful season:
Another 1st for our Ladies A Team - they finished joint first in the
Oxfordshire Winter league.
Our junior teams have just completed their summer fixtures with our
best results so far:
Under 8’s were runners up in their group - special mention to Henry
May who won all of his matches.
Under 10’s were third in their group,
Under 12’s were WINNERS of their group - special mention to the
team: Oscar Gibson, Sam Sweeney, Ollie Hobbs and George Eacopo.
Under 14’s were runners up in their group.
The club is very proud of them all!
The Tennis Club is celebrating its 40th Anniversary this year. To
celebrate this we are having a Casino Evening plus meal on October 15th
to be held at Goring Golf Club 7pm – 11.30pm and on November 19th our
annual quiz will be held in the Pavilion, Cholsey - start time 7.30pm.
More details for any of the above visit www.cholseytennisclub.co.uk
Jenny Robson, 01491 651477

CHOLSEY GOLF SOCIETY
It continues to be a brilliant year, especially for our Captain Ian Brown
(right), who still tops the League Table with just 3 golf days left, and has a
significant lead over his rivals - will he crack under the pressure?!
To add to the £1000 profit from our Charity Christmas Raffle (£700
to The Thames Air Ambulance and £300 to The Treehouse School), our
RACE NIGHT was a brilliant success yet again - donations to CHIPS (£100),
CHOKO (£100 to sponsor a barrel) and CHOLSEY BLUEBIRDS (£50 Raffle
Hamper). Many, many thanks to everyone who supported these two events
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- we look forward to your support again next year.
Our Tour to France was thoroughly enjoyed by
12 avid golfers and part-time social drinkers. Only one
member embarrassed themselves but due to censorship
laws, it will have to remain a secret! Next year, it is
our Chairman’s 50th birthday and Dave Miners wants
to celebrate it in style - possibly Spain or Portugal. It
promises to be a fantastic 3 days.
Our remaining fixtures are all quality venues:
Henley (July), The Oxfordshire (August) and our
Captain’s Weekend at The Belfry (September). The new season starts in
October at Burford, followed by Bicester in November.
We are one of the friendliest groups of golfers you will ever find, and
we very much welcome new members whatever their standard. The one
essential criteria though, apart from a set of clubs, for joining us is - having
a sense of humour.
If interested in coming along to one of our days, as a guest or just to
receive our monthly Newsletter, please contact our Secretary:
Dave Evans at :

dave.vans@virgin.net

CHOLSEY UNITED FC
So the summer issue is here and for Cholsey United it is time to look
back at a roller coaster season and some sad words for the future.
Our last instalment showed the team with a clogged fixture list but
still contending for league and two cups. So how did things pan out?
Well sadly for two of the three trophies up for grabs it wasn’t to be.
The league itself was lost by the smallest of margins - indeed just 1 point
between us and rivals BSSC Abba was all the difference and the fixture clog
with mid week games galore didn’t help at all. With that said we were gifted
some 12 points across the season due to oppositions not showing up so
winning the title would have felt a little awkward.
The Hedley Tom’s competition (the cause of the fixture clog) ended
with frustration too and a lack of players available on the Sunday of the
quarter final saw Cholsey having to forfeit the game and walk out of the
competition. Hugely frustrating for manager Adam ‘Nige’ Cox who week in,
week out was contesting with player availability and commitment issues.
OK, so now let’s get off the bad and on to the good for a moment. I
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am very proud to say that on the evening of May 15th, Cholsey United beat
Northway Boys & Girls 3-1 to become Ridgeway Cup holders once again!
Charlie Budziszewski leapt into the air with just minutes on the clock
to begin a dominant performance on the night. Plenty of local support
showed up at Abingdon United’s ground to witness the spectacle. A truly
deserved win from a season that was so close to being one of the most
successful of the clubs history.
So while there was glory in the end, the final result of the season
was that it just put too much strain on the club and its members. Sunday
football just isn’t as it used to be and even a dedicated, organised and hard
working manager like Adam struggled to get players to appear regularly
every week. Why? Honestly it is hard to say. The side that played in the
final was good enough to compete in the highest tier on Sundays and win
all the cups we played in, yet every week it would be fractured with quality
elements just not turning up - a small effect on the surface but enough to
create the loss in points that made the difference in the end. It eventually
led Adam to the conclusion that he couldn’t get more from the team he had.
For that reason Adam has graciously stepped down as manager
and despite some local searching we, as a club, have concluded that with
no manager, and a lack of player commitment, we cannot continue next
season. It isn’t the first time we’ve had to fold and it likely won’t be the last.
The good news is that there is a club still here, so if any willing manager
is out there with a group of committed players we would welcome your
interest..

Cholsey United... bowing out with the Ridgeway Cup in hand. We’ll be back!
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CHOLSEY BLUEBIRDS
Next year is a very special anniversary for Cholsey Bluebirds, their GOLDEN
JUBILEE, which is an incredible landmark for a village football team.
The 2015/2016 season has been another very positive year for our football
club. In particular, the participation levels between the ages of 6 and 12 are
strong. This means that, from the players’ perspective, the future of the club is
looking very good.
Our reputation as a friendly and fair club to play against also continues to
be excellent, which is something of which I and everyone associated with the Club
are very proud. We also have playing facilities that are the envy of every other club
in our area. Financially too, the club is also in a healthy position due in no small
part to good management by the club committee and another excellent annual
tournament, which made a profit of just under £6,000.
All our efforts are voluntary and we really enjoy doing it. We also appreciate
the great practical support we receive on match days from parents of every team;
however, in the longer term we need people whose children play for the club to
come forward and either help to manage teams, take training sessions or help with
the behind-the scenes management of the club. The time required is less than you
may think and the rewards are more than you would think. The club will also pay
for any football coaching or first-aid qualifications that you would like to gain.
We have a great little club that provides so much enjoyment for over 100
young footballers. So please come forward, find out how the club works, and help
it move into the second 50 years of its life.
We would like to mark the club’s Golden Jubilee in 2017 with a brilliant
tournament, as well as other events. If you have any ideas about events that you
would like to run, please come and speak to us.
One idea put forward is to gather information about the History of the
Bluebirds, through photos, reports and memories of past and present players. If
anyone has or knows of any past players, especially those who were around when
the Club was founded back in 1967, please let Dave Evans know at dave.vans@
virgin.net. He has offered to try to put together a Souvenir Booklet to mark the
occasion.
Finally, we would like to thank the whole village of Cholsey for their support
during the past year and in previous years – it really is appreciated.

Glenn Hawkins – Chairman
Rising Stars – Glenn Hawkins
We started the year off back in September with a great crowd of little people all eager
to kick a ball around – in any direction! Well, since then, they have learned to not just kick
the ball the right way, but to control and pass too. The progress has been phenomenal,
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resulting in the team performing admirably at our Tournament in May, playing against
Under 7s teams. I look forward to welcoming a new group of Rising Stars in the new season.

Under 7s – Mark Reeves
Well where to begin? My first season with the Bluebirds as a manager / coach
and what a fantastic one it has been! It started with my first signing-on process; piles of
paperwork, cash, cheques, e-mails, and photos flying in from all angles. The team kit, balls,
water bottles and first aid kit (well I’m still waiting for Duncan for that!) ordered and we were
kitted out for the league season. 15 wonderfully enthusiastic, crazy, noisy, mad but a joy to
be with (well most of the time) children all ready to go. Pre-season training started well, with
lots of positive signs.

Our opening two League games ended in victories, followed by a draw, a defeat
and a final win. A great start, which meant then we were seeded into the ‘A’ League for the
second section of the season. A fantastic achievement by all involved. There followed many
tougher opponents with the boys having to work even harder; growing in strength, skills and
maturity, unfortunately Duncan stayed the same!! The League season was completed with
us finishing in 3rd place within our League which is something that both Duncan and I are
extremely proud of. We hope that our boys, parents and supporters are too, considering there
are 35 other teams within the Under 7’s League setup !!
The boys acquitted themselves really well at the three summer tournaments we
attended; showing a real team spirit, and playing some lovely football.
I would personally like to thank my trusty assistant Duncan who has always been
there to support me, although on some occasions his contributions / suggestions have been
questionable! The boys are a pleasure to be with!! We can’t wait for next season! Finally,
thanks to all at the club for welcoming me and for their ongoing advice and support which
is also extended to the parents.
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Under 8s – Tom Barker
Another great season for a great bunch of boys. In fairness we always struggled in
the league games as the FA stipulated 5-a-side structure doesn’t seem to fit with a squad
who are clearly mature beyond their years, and so always seemed to win the friendlies
played as 7 a-side instead. The squad has remained almost unchanged since its formation
nearly two years ago and it’s been brilliant to see them grow in confidence and performance
– not just their skills on the pitch but their social skills too.
It’s also been encouraging to see a number of parents looking to get formally involved
in the running of their sons’ team, with Rich May, Garry Clark and Jamie Baskeyfield all
looking to commit to the 4 days learning required to get their FA Level 1 coaching licences.
As for next season, I’m sure the boys are looking forward to getting their new kits, as their
current ones are starting to look distinctly ‘snug’ as the boys shoot up in height. We’ve
also been promised the continued kit sponsorship of Response Homecare – although John
McLaughlin was manning the BBQ (and volunteers’ beer supply) when he kindly agreed to
this, so this is hopefully not a sobering commitment…

Finally, a word to the brilliant performance by the two squad teams at the annual
Cholsey Bluebirds Tournament - both groups unbeaten in qualifying rounds and generally
as good an individual and team performance from every single player as we’ve ever seen all
year – hopefully this is a good sign for season 16/17.
Finally, many thanks my co-coach Rich for keeping me sane; to the many parents
who have been regular ‘goal dads’, Tuck Shop staffers and referees; and to almost every other
manager we’ve played against this season (as they’ve all shared our own Club’s commitment
to keeping the best sport in the world a friendly and fun activity for the next generation).

Under 9s – Mike Collins
There’s only one way to describe the season that the under 9’s have had. That word
is Teamwork! What a wonderful journey we have all had. We started the season in the C
league, where we only lost one game. After securing promotion, we moved onto the B league
where we carried on playing hard and evolving our passing game - we eventually came
second in the league, only losing to our local rivals, Crowmarsh.
We also had a marvellous cup run – beating the A League Winners, Ardley, away.
Sadly, Crowmarsh ended our cup run at the semi-final stage with a lucky 1-0 win - we hit
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the woodwork 4 times and got unlucky with the goal we conceded. Crowmarsh were once
again the bogey team in the trophy event final, but we finished the B league trophy event as

runners-up, which secured a back to back promotion to the A league for next year.
We eventually had our chance to beat Crowmarsh in the final of their own 7 a-side
tournament, beating them 1-0 and getting yet more silverware! We are really keen to test
ourselves in the A league next year. We know that if we keep working hard and using our
counter-attacking, swift passing football, then we can hold our own with anyone. We must
continue to work together, continue to try our hardest, and keep helping each other to reach
our full potential on and off the pitch.

Under 10s – Dave Miners
Having gained promotion, the winter season saw us yet again have the lion’s share
of results go our way. We were elevated to the B league in Spring, which started well with a
win against Abingdon. However, with 3 high scoring draws 6-6, 4-4 and 3-3 and 3 defeats,
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(2 by odd goal), our B league status hangs in the balance?
Whatever the outcome Baz (Barry Primmer) and I are looking forward to next season,
increasing to 9 a-side, as the changes to game time, pitch and goal size, as well as the
introduction of the offside rule, will make Pre-season interesting.
Many thanks to our sponsors, Memories of Bengal and Oxford Spires Scaffolding
and particularly to my best mate and wing man Baz, Susie and Jane and Millie for letting
us spend so much time scratching our heads, pulling our hair out and teaching the boys a
few things on the way.

Under 11s – Pete McAlister
2015/16 was all about building from last season’s success, we also had to contend
with moving to 9 a-side and learning the offside rule. Impressively we achieved all this as the
lads took to the bigger pitch and offside rule quickly. We also started as we had ended last
season with some strong initial performances. Our fine play saw us beating several teams
by double figures and we went on to win the F league and thus gain promotion to division E
for the New Year. We completed a memorable double by winning the autumn Trophy event
8-1 against Grove.

The spring campaign was pleasing as we more than held our own in the new division
winning 3 and losing 4 (3 of which were by the odd goal and could have quite easily gone
the other way). I’m pleased to say we also won the Fair Play Award for the whole of the
U11 Oxford Mail Youth League, which is voted for by referees and demonstrates the lads,
management and parent’s commitment to fair play.
Every single player has given his all this season and the team as a whole has again
come on by leaps and bounds. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Ben Davies
who has helped run the team in my absence (3 wins out of 3) and also the parents who
are a credit to the club and the lads. We will continue to train throughout the summer every
Wednesday 6-7pm and Saturday 10-11:30 (pitch just behind the mound and before the
concrete bridge) new players are most welcome to come along and join in.

U12s – Dave Evans
Well, what can I say about this year? Glad it’s over! In the first half of the season in
the “B” league, although we struggled a bit, we weren’t outplayed by any team, but ended up
being relegated after winning just the one game. Sadly for us, in the “C” league in the New
Year, things went from bad to worse - lost all 7 games - relegated again.
However, just looking at the stats, gives you a very distorted view of exactly how well
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the team played. I lost count of the number of times we hit the woodwork, the number of
superb saves opposition keepers made, the number of efforts just over the bar or wide of
the post and - the number of missed open goals! It just wasn’t our year – that’s football for
you! Despite the obvious disappointment, they will have become stronger for the experience
and every one of the squad played in the true Bluebirds’ tradition - always giving 100% and
NEVER giving up. They should be proud of themselves. As their manager, I certainly am.

U13s – Andy Chapman
The team started the season with their usual great team spirit and work ethic but
began with 4 losses. For most of the matches we competed really well and played the better
football relying on skill and passing abilities but tired in the second halves.
Back in November we welcomed the league leaders at the time to Cholsey and
with a hat-trick from Jayden and a goal from Billy we beat them for our first win of the
season. This seemed to give the team confidence from that point on. An away game at
Crowmarsh followed in the worst wind we’ve ever known – the 9 of Cholsey battled really
hard, with newcomers Jack Searle and Freddie, along with Thomas, Jacob, Alfie, Alex and
Charlie stopping all attacks while Jack Chapman – with a broken arm and playing on pitch
rather than in goal - scored a couple. Hannah just missed with a header while Bailey came
close on a couple of occasions. Even against the odds the team were playing brilliantly. This
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typified their play, hard work first which underpins the skills they all bring to the game.
This took us into the last 8 games of the season after the Christmas break on a real
high. Cheered on loudly by an amazing group of parents who have been used to highs and
lows in recent years the team won 6 of their last 8 matches. We beat Grove home and away
who were favourites to win the league but only fell short after our two victories against them
– some superb play and brilliant forward play and goal scoring, particularly by Connor, Billy
and Jayden meant that all 3 of them finished the season with more than 10 goals each.
They also beat Crowmarsh 7 – 2 for bragging rights against their mates at school. The final
game of the season saw us score 20 goals with 8 different players scoring out of the 11 who
played. Total football at its best. Over the season we scored 64 goals in 15 matches.
It’s been a great season with some flowing football and an incredible amount of hard
work by all the team and as mentioned they’ve been encouraged all the way by the parents.
The players have been a pleasure to coach again and to see their hard work rewarded with
some outstanding, entertaining football is brilliant. They should be proud of the team spirit
they have shown whether winning or losing.

U14s – Steve Wilkinson
We started our third full season in the A league with the news that two new teams
would be joining the Oxford Mail Boys League, something to relish as it is always good to
play new teams with different tactics and skills. Sadly, we also lost one of our players to
Oxford United, leaving us with enough fit players to allow for only one sub!

A tough start to the season ensued and further injuries found us playing without a
full starting line-up on a number of occasions, let alone having a substitute. However, that is
where the true strength of this team really came to light. Other teams under similar pressure
would let their heads drop when they have no option but to carry on – but not this team! This
group of boys really seem to shine when the odds are against them. Rather than give up and
simply go through the motions they have given 100% to their team and to each other and
have been a credit to themselves and this club. Battling even got them a 3-1 victory when
fielding just 9 men (it should be 11). We finished a respectable 4th place in the end. We’re
finishing the season on a high though. Competing in a number of tournaments – always lots
of football and lots of fun – our 2 teams ended up playing each other in the final at Didcot.
Needless to say, Cholsey won!
It has been my pleasure working with these lads as they grow from boys to young
men and I look forward to next season. You never know with a full squad and the rub of the
green, we might even get our hands on some silverware again...

To find out more about our Club, please visit our
website : www.cholseybluebirdsfc.co.uk
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CHOLSEY REMEMBERS
On 1st July a memorial event was held in the Pavilion, Station Road, to
mark the centenary of the start of the Battle of the Somme. About 90 people,
almost a third of whom were children, heard war poems and readings, and
stood for a two minute silence after hearing a loud whistle – the signal for
the original attack. Children from Treehouse School and Cholsey School
gave readings, and played the Last Post and Reveille, in a very moving
ceremony. Just two days later, a smaller group met at 11am in the Pavilion
lobby for a just few minutes to mark the day that Cpl Vincent Saunders fell
– a boy born and schooled in the village.
These events are all part of our “Cholsey Remembers” series of
ceremonies to mark the day when each of the 50 or so men from Cholsey
were killed, one hundred years ago. Each one has been moving in its own
way. All are welcome to attend. The forthcoming dates are:
28th July for Pte William Howse; 10th August for 2nd Lt Francis
Edwards; 9th September for Pte Robert Brind; 21st September for Pte
Albert Cook. For reminders of future dates please contact
James Butler 01491 651490 or jamesandbev@btinternet.com.




J W Druce
All kinds of property maintenance
carried out including:
•
•
•
•

Carpentry
Painting
Roof tiling
Small building work

Local and reliable with over
20 years' experience
For estimates and advice please call:
Home: 01491 872456
Mobile: 07876 568069

