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At this time of year, when change is in the Autumn air, it is good 
to reflect on what’s been happening during the past months, as well as 
looking forward to 2016, when several big Cholsey milestones seem to be 
happening!

New activities during 2015 included the very successful Cholsey Art 
Show, with over 70 high quality and varied art and craft works. As usual, 
almost every month saw a wide range of community and sporting activities 
and events – so something for everyone hopefully!

In 2016, Cholsey 1000 Plus, Cholsey’s Community Association, will 
be celebrating 30 years since our inception. 1986 saw a whole year of 
varied and fun events to mark 1000 years since the founding of St Mary’s 
Church. That year (branded as Cholsey 1000, hence our strange name!) 
also led directly to the formation of the Community Association, our many 
community events, and to the production of this magazine. During 2016, 
we will be publishing a new nature book, Wild about Cholsey, and are 
planning new celebratory events. 

To take us forward into the future, we are actively seeking new people 
and new ideas to help us keep our community the vibrant place that it 
has always been – so please do get in touch if you would like to be more 
involved - we’d love to hear from you*.

2016 also marks the 40th Anniversary for the Cholsey Tennis Club! 
See Page 55 to learn more about their successes this year. They too are very 
much in need of new Committee members to help the Club to continue for 
future years.

2016 also marks 40 years since the death of Agatha Christie, whose 
grave can be found at St. Mary’s Church. We are already starting the 
planning for the next Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend (see p53), so 
put the dates in your diary now!

With Seasons Greetings and best wishes for another 
great Cholsey year!

Judy Dewey and Sue Jeffs, Joint Editors

*Contact Sue on 01491 651164 or su-ej@hotmail.co.uk
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 ‘MOTHER GOOSE’

Where can you see geese, a fairy, a demon, a creepy villain and lots 
of other characters all in the same place?  THE GREAT HALL at Fairmile, 
that’s where!

The 35th Annual Pantoloons Christmas production, Mother Goose, will 
take place on Friday 4th December at 2.00 and 7.30pm and Saturday 5th 
December at 2.30 and 7.30pm.  Tickets are £7 for adults, £5 for seniors 
and children 5-15 and under 5’s come free. They can be purchased from Ray 
Park Butcher, (5 The Pound), and Helen Jiggins at the Great Hall on 652339, 
or reserved by phoning Estelle on 202245, or Laura on 07837819238.  

Book now to see ‘The Best Show in Town’!

‘LIVING NATIVITY’ 

Saturday 19 December at 3:15pm: from The Forty
St Mary’s Church is going to do something a little bit different at 

Christmas this year. We’re going to follow the events that took place on that 
very first Christmas 2000 years ago by acting out some of the key elements 
of the story and these will take place at various venues around the village. 
Come and join in as we journey from the Angel encounter with Mary in 
Nazareth, on to the lowly stable in Bethlehem, visiting the shepherds on the 
hillside to whom the good news was first revealed and ending up in the 
stable as the wise men deliver their mysterious gifts.

Wrap up warmly and bring the whole family for something that will 
speak to all ages and, if the children would like to dress up, then shepherds, 
wise men, stars, sheep or camels will be very welcome to join in. We hope 
to have a real donkey as well!

Complimentary Christmas refreshments will be served at the end of 
our journey.

We very much hope to see you there 
and please watch out for notices for any slight 
changes to the plan.

For more information or if you would like 
to be involved in some way please contact: 

Richard Price, 01491 652504
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SEASONAL FUN!

Father Christmas to visit The Forty and Cholsey 
Meadows on Saturday 19th December!

Father Christmas has confirmed he will once again be able to spare 
the time to visit Cholsey this year. We are delighted that two of Santa’s 
reindeers and two elves will be joining Baby Bear this year.

They will visit Cholsey Meadows at 9.30am,  with a stop-off outside 
the Community Tea Shop at about 10am, and will fly down to The Forty 
between 10.15 and 12noon near the shops. 

There is no charge and children will be able to tell Santa what they 
would like for Christmas and to keep them going he will give them a treat.

Exciting news! The elves have just told us the sleigh has had a revamp, 
so look forward to bright new tinsel and fairy lights that work!

Carols on The Forty
Cholsey 1000 Plus would also like to invite you to join us at our 

annual ‘Carols on the Forty’ at 7pm on Saturday 19th December to sing 
carols with Cholsey Silver Band. We will help you to keep warm with a glass 
of mulled wine or hot chocolate. A collection will be made for a local charity. 
If it’s too wet, we will be adjourning to the Cholsey Pavilion Foyer.

New Year’s Day Welly Walk
Walk off the Christmas pud by coming along to the Cholsey 1000 Plus 

Annual Welly walk on Friday January 1st 2016, leaving the Forty at 11am to 
be back by 12.30 for hot soup and bread for just 50p. Walk mainly along 
local footpaths, the route will be subject to weather conditions, and will not 
be suitable for buggies. 

FROM THE VICAR

Just after this edition of the Forty comes out, the Pantoloons will be 
performing this year’s panto – Mother Goose. I must confess that sometimes 
the underlying stories of many of the Pantos seem to be that if only you 
can get enough money, by one extraordinary means or another, and maybe 
marry someone that you have only just met as well, you will live happily 
every after! It’s a good thing pantos aren’t taken very seriously!
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But at least Mother Goose goes on a journey of personal discovery.   
She starts off thinking that if only she had enough money, all would be well. 
However, she soon discovers that riches do not make her happy at all.  This 
leads her to think that all she needs now is youth and beauty as well. She 
gets her wishes, but at great cost to those whom she loves and discovers to 
her great sorrow that these gifts do not bring the happiness she longs for. 
She finally discovers the truth - that love is far more important than riches, 
youth or beauty and she happily forgoes all three if only it means she can 
be with those whom she loves.

We might not really believe like Mother Goose that riches, youth and 
beauty will make us happy (despite what most adverts seem to imply)  but 
perhaps we do fall into the trap of thinking that getting the right presents, 
the right decorations, and perfect meals are essential to having a happy 
Christmas. However, there is only one essential ingredient for a truly happy 
Christmas (and indeed, a truly happy life); and that is love – not just “finding” 
it, but learning to live it.

This is of course what is at the heart of the story of the very first 
Christmas - which is after all, what we are truly celebrating. For Christmas 
is about the one who gave up the riches and glories of heaven in order to 
rescue those whom he loved – you and me – so that we might be with him 
for ever. As one verse in the much loved carol Once in Royal David’s city 
puts it:

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and mean and lowly,  
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

So this Christmas don’t forget to celebrate what is right at the heart 
of it, because if you look hard enough, that is where you will find the real 
secret of happiness.

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas, 
with warmest regards,

Andrew Petit, Vicar of St Mary’s Church  01491 651216  
andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
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CHOLSEY CHALLENGE

It’s time for that all important date - FRIDAY 29TH JANUARY is the 
2016 CHOLSEY CHALLENGE - the original Cholsey quiz, organised by 
Cholsey 1000 Plus.  7pm for 7.30pm start at the Pavilion, Station Road. 
So, get your thinking caps on again and pre-book your team of six. This is 
absolutely essential, as space is limited and last year, sadly, we had to turn 
teams away. 

Tickets cost £7.50 per person and include a hot supper. A bar is also 
available. Bookings can be made with Estelle Browne on 202245 or e-mail 
estelle.browne@ntlworld.com

Winners of the 2015 Challenge were ‘The Papist Way Posse’
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CHOLSEY’S WAR-TIME EVACUEES

 In response to the lovely photos (see below) and the School article in 
the last Forty magazine, Sheila Drinkall writes:

I remember the Evacuees in Cholsey very well. My mother, older 
sister Daphne, and I had two evacuees to stay. The first one, Jean, came 
from Islington. Jean was an attractive blonde teenager and the American 
servicemen in the village would wolf-whistle her with shouts of ‘Hiya 
Blondie’! When Jean left, we then had Eileen from Peckham, who stayed 
until the end of the war.

Years later, Eileen and her family visited mum to see if ‘Her Wally’ (my 
dad) had returned home safely from the war - I’m very glad to say he had, 
so they were able to meet face-to-face.

 DIDCOT & WALLINGFORD ORCHESTRA

Did you play an instrument when you were younger? Do you wish 
you still had a chance to play it now? Would you like to get out of the 
house for two hours on a Monday evening? If so then the Didcot and 
Wallingford Orchestra is for you! We meet every Monday evening at 7.30pm 
at the Northbourne Centre, Didcot. We are a small, friendly  rehearsal 
orchestra and in the last year have played a range of music, from Bach to 
modern pieces. Being a rehearsal orchestra means that if making a regular 
commitment is difficult for you then it is not a problem to just attend when 
you can; it’s quite informal. We would like more players of all instruments 
to come and join us. 

Please contact didcotandwallingfordorchestra@gmail.com or visit 
http://www.didcotorchestra.org.uk/ for more information.
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COUNCIL NEWS

Children’s Centres
You may have heard that the County Council is proposing to close all 

44 of the county’s Children’s Centres and replace them with a new Early 
Intervention Service which will operate from eight resource centres.

This is partly driven by the need to make savings due to the extent of 
the cuts forced on us by central government, but it is also due to the need 
to concentrate on ensuring families look after and support their children 
better. At present there are 550 children in care in Oxfordshire and that 
number rises on a weekly basis; with an average care cost of £34,000 this 
is an untenable situation

I have offered to work with any and all of the existing centres to 
look at how we might be able to keep them open, utilising support from 
OCC, communities and grant-giving charities. To date I have met with about 
a dozen centres and all but one have committed to working with their 
communities to see if they might keep their centre open.

If you would like to take part in the consultation on the changes to 
the services, please visit consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Celsea Place Update
The agents for Celsea Place have submitted an appeal against ‘non 

determination’ as the District Council have not made up their collective 
minds on the proposed development within the time allowed to them.

This is not good news. In Benson, where the District allowed this to 
happen, the Planning Inspector allowed the appeal and as a result the 
village will be getting 120 extra houses in a location that they had not 
planned for.

Further, with the government’s presumption in favour of sustainable 
development, there is pressure on inspectors to allow these ‘rogue’ 
developments.

We will have a fight on our hands to stop this, but I truly believe 
that, at this stage, Celsea Place is not the right area to be developed as our 
village grows.  This kind of ad hoc development is not good in general and 
is a disaster for Cholsey in particular.

The Parish Council and residents will be well represented at the 
planning enquiry.
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A329 Signs and Road Markings
Following much work with County Highways officers, we have been 

told that a crossing on the Reading Road is not a practicable solution – 
even if the money were there to provide one.

In an attempt to slow traffic on the road, the Parish Council is paying 
for six ‘30mph’ roundels to be applied to the road and the County is putting 
up some more pedestrian warning signs. Parish is also pursuing Linden 
Homes to complete the installation of the ‘gates’ that were supposed to 
have been put at the roadside.

In addition, I have arranged for the school bus to pick up and drop 
the children at the new bus stop on the Fair Mile side of the road and for a 
local resident to erect and move speed warning signs.

On another roads-related subject, we have arranged for two reflective 
plates to be fixed to the central entrance walls at Fair Mile. Hopefully this 
will help motorists to locate the gateway at night.

We understand Linden Homes will soon be installing the ‘missing 
link’ footpath on the Reading Road and once that is done, we will work with 
the County Council to improve the existing footpath.

Kerbside recycling
Just a reminder that the District Council are collecting small electrical 

items (with your black bin) and textiles (with your green bin). Please 
remember to tie items in a carrier bag and leave them next to the bin. I 
understand that two tonnes of each commodity were collected in the first 
month of operation.

Defibrillators
The first of our two defibrillators has been installed in the former red 

phone box at the top of Papist Way (near Weedon Close). If you need to use 
a defibrillator, the 999 operator will give you the code to the secure cabinet. 
We hope to hear from Tesco in the near future with a date when they will 
install the second defibrillator on the exterior of their building.

Wallingford Road Cycle Path
The Parish Council has now received tenders from four contractors 

who wish to undertake this project and all four are well within the money 
we have available. Our next step is for our project manager, John Sinclair, 
to undertake some technical evaluation and then present the tenders for 
Council to select a contractor. We still hope to start work on this project in 
the spring.
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Changes To Parish Council Meetings
For a trial period Council will only have a full meeting once a month, 

on the first Wednesday. We will also have a monthly planning meeting and 
a quarterly finance meeting. All meetings will be open to the public.

Grants
Council has recently given grants to Oxfordshire Association for the 

Blind (£150), South and Vale Carers Centre (£150), SOFEA - training and 
education for young people (£150), Home Start (£150), British Legion (£75), 
Choko (£99) and Sue Ryder (£100).

Mark Gray  01491 651333

Oxfordshire County Councillor

Chair, Cholsey Parish Council

www.markgrayblog.wordpress.com

THE OLD SCHOOL & DAY CENTRE.

The Old School is the venue for the Cholsey Day Centre for  Older 
people who live in or around Cholsey. It also hosts Pilates classes and 
various clubs and meetings for village organisations, 

The Day Centre is open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 
10am-3.30pm. Members have coffee and there is a home-cooked Lunch 
and an afternoon activity. We have access to computers and newspapers 
and puzzles are on hand if you just want a quiet sit down after lunch. There 
is also hairdressing, chiropody and assisted bathing available.

If we are given enough notice we can provide transport. There is a 
charge for transport. We have just had a Macmillan Coffee morning (see 
photo) which was very successful raising just over £200! 
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CHOLSEY COMMUNITY TEA SHOP

Cholsey Pavilion 10am to 12.30pm every Saturday
 The Community Tea Shop has now been open for two years and 

continues to be a very popular Saturday morning meeting place for all 
ages. If you haven’t already visited do come along and find out what it is 
all about.

Enjoy some delicious home-made cake with a cafetiere of coffee, or 
maybe a nice cup of tea or cold drink.

On Saturday 19th December the Community Choir will be singing 
Christmas Carols, and we’re hoping that Santa may have time to pop in!

COPA (Cholsey Older Peoples’s Advice) are available for advice and 
useful information and are proving to be a valuable resource. (see p30)       

Please keep coming to support your local groups running the tea 
shop. On Saturday 5th December, it’s Cholsey Youth Club; 12th December, 
St Mary’s Church; 19th December, HortSoc; 9th January WI; 16th January 
Save the Children; 23rd January Boys Brigade; 30th January Cholsey 1000 
Plus.

Hope to see you there! 

Momena Wright, Pam Turner and Madeline Sherratt, 
Community Tea Shop Organisers, on behalf of the 
Cholsey Pavilion Trust

We run a Scrabble Club on the First Monday of the month 2pm-
3.30pm. We also have our ‘First Friday Lunch Club’., at which entertainment 
is provided as well as lunch. Everyone is welcome.

If you would like to come to and visit us please contact the Day Centre 
on Cholsey 652970.

Drivers Needed
As we offer transport to and from the Day Centre, we are always 

looking for voluntary drivers. A mileage allowance is paid for fuel etc. If you 
could help at all please phone the Day Centre on 652970.

Mary Dyson
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YOUTH CLUB NEWS 

As you read this, our young members have 
had an eventful start this academic year, with 
pancake-making on empty up-turned tins, tie-dye, 
candle-powered boats and a Halloween Ghost 
Walk in Oxford, with more exciting stuff planned 
next term.

And now I must introduce our new youth 
leader, Monica Brown, who started working with 

the Action in the Park during the summer. We have eased her gently into 
the role and she is picking up a good pace with brilliant new ideas of what 
we can provide for the youth in the village. Please look out for posters 
and leaflets through the coming months. Monica is also working closely 
with individual young people in Cholsey and you will often find her in 
the Pavilion on Tuesdays. Please feel free to discuss with her any ideas or 
concerns you may have with our young people. Her contact details can be 
found on our website.

We also welcome our new volunteers, Alex, Nicole and Ben who 
are a breath of fresh air to the team. In addition our committee members 
have changed and it’s great to have new ideas discussed at our committee 
meetings. If anyone wishes to get involved (at any level)  please feel free to 
contact me : cholseyyouthclubchair@gmail.com. We are always looking out 
for extra volunteers and committee members.

To all young people 
If there are any young people reading this, we would like to know 

what you want to do. We have a fantastic team who can help organise 
events, courses, pop-up café, invite specialists (for example graffiti artists, 
Red Cross, musicians). Perhaps you are interested in journalism would like 
to set up your own magazine for our teenage community, or you would like 
to raise money for a skate park and need help organizing a fund raising 
event; or you just want to hang out at a café with loud music and eat pizzas 
and hot dogs. We can do all this, but we need you to tell us what you want 
– so drop Monica an email and arrange an informal get together.

Lindsey Ramsay, Chair Cholsey Youth Club

www.cholseyyouth.org.uk
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH BELL TOWER

 We are having a Bell Tower Open 
Day on Sunday 10th January 2016 
from 11am to 5pm. The bells are now 
in good working order and we have 
new bell ropes. The PCC, the Friends 
of Cholsey Church, and the Branch 
Bell Fund have all contributed to the 
improvements. You are very welcome to 
come along to the Open Day to see the 
bells ringing and to view the bells from 
the safety of the gantry.

We would welcome new ringers, so if you are interested we can 
arrange training sessions on a suitable evening. Please contact me in 
advance for more information, or just turn up on the day.

Jenny Jeskins 01491 651579

COPA (CHOLSEY OLDER PERSON’S ADVICE)

COPA offers a community information and advice service for older 
people, their families and carers. Every Saturday morning we aim to provide 
an opportunity to access a range of useful information and support in your 
locality.  Just knowing where to ask for help may be all you need.  Come to 
the Pavilion, Station Road between 10am and 12 noon and find out how 
your community can help! Or call Jennie Kent on 07979 188701.

SINODUN PLAYERS - RAPUNZEL

Panto time in Wallingford again – this year it’s Rapunzel, so a chance 
to let your hair down and enjoy Sinodun Players’ version of this traditional 
tale.

Performances take place at Corn Exchange, Wallingford, Tuesdays-
Saturdays January 15th - 30th with a Saturday matinee. Tickets: adults £10 
(Tues-Thurs), £12 (Fri & Sat), children £6. On sale from November 20 from 
box office 01491 825000 or www.cornexchange.org.uk.
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 CHOLSEY SCHOOL NEWS

It has been a busy first half-term with plenty of learning both in and 
out of the classrooms.  The Year 6 children had an excellent week in North 
Devon, tackling rock climbing, kayaking, surfing and rock pooling.  There 
was a lot of great teamwork and encouraging of one another, and it was a 
lovely opportunity for staff and children to get to know each other better 
before the start of their final year at Cholsey. 

Years 3 and 4 also had a go at 
canoeing as part of their Wind in the 
Willows topic. They were delighted to 
see the real Toad Hall and to search the 
Wild Wood for Badger’s house. They 
celebrated the end of their topic with a 
wonderful performance of the play just 
before the half term holiday. 

Years 1 and 2 are learning about 
trains this term, using the upcoming electrification of the line as an 
opportunity to do some comparisons with the work of Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel, when the railway first came through Cholsey. 
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Foundation children have settled in very quickly and have been 
enjoying their new opportunities. At one of their weekly Forest 
School sessions in our nature area they found smooth newts and a frog. 

Whole-school activities have included our Harvest Festival at St. 
Mary’s Church, a Prayer Space Week, and of course the lovely time we 
had with Ledile, Rosina and Elizabeth from Kodumela. 

Our musicians have been very busy. As well as playing and singing at 
the Harvest Festival, they have taken part in the Choko concert, a concert 
at the Great Hall with Cholsey Silver Band and a concert to close our first 
music day for gifted and talented musicians from local schools (opposite). 

Sports-wise there have been after-school clubs in a variety 
of activities, including archery, tri-golf, cheerleading, cross-country, 
netball and dance, so far this year (see opposite).  A series of tournaments 
and festivals have been planned for the rest of the school year. 



33

CHOLSEY’S WALKING GROUP (S A S)

Our numbers remained high through the last four months. In July 
David Over led us to East Ilsley, where we took the short bus ride to 
Compton. From here we walked up onto the downs. It was a glorious day as 
we ambled westwards enjoying a fine array of wild flowers and butterflies. 
How lucky we were to constantly hear the ‘wet my lips’ calls of Quail coming 
from the cereal crops. Our descent into East Ilsley took us back to the Crown 
and Horns for a well earned lunch. August saw us following Tony Rayner 
on his favourite local walk from Cholsey to Aldworth, and of course The 
Bell. Wet weather prevented Tony testing the next walk in the Checkendon 
area, but in the event we managed to find our way back to The Black Horse 
without too much difficulty. Ian Wheeler led the October walk from East 
Hagbourne to Blewburton Hill and Blewbury. There were fine views had the 
weather been good, but in the event 18 hardy souls completed the course 
despite the showers. Our return to the Fleur de Lys was most welcome and 
waterproofs ensured that we avoided getting soaked. 

Dates for next SAS walks (all meeting at The Forty at 10am on the first 
Tuesday every month & open to all) 1st December 2015, 5th January 2016, 
2nd February 2016, 1st March 2016, 5th April 2016.

Tony Rayner

This is the time of year when we welcome prospective parents 
of children who are getting ready to come to school next September.  We 
are always very happy to give guided tours during the school day, feeling 
that it is more important for people to see real school life rather than a 
special open day.  However, all our events are advertised on our school 
website should you wish to come along to a concert or exhibition.

Heather Haigh, Head Teacher
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CHOLSEY W.I.

Our members have continued to celebrate the WI centenary as well as 
continuing our usual activities.

A group of us went to Benson to see the Mikron Theatre’s production 
of ‘Raising Agents’, a very humorous play about a WI struggling to get new 
members.  I hope Cholsey never has to go to those lengths!  Visitors and 
new members are always welcome.

We attended the Oxfordshire Centennial service at Christchurch 
Cathedral in Oxford.  It was a very moving experience to see so many 
women celebrating the WI, carrying their colourful banners in such a 
beautiful setting.   The service and music were excellent and reminded us 
of what women working together can achieve.  Even the sun shone to add 
to our enjoyment.

As part of the Centenary celebrations, we joined in with the Agatha 
Christie weekend organised by Cholsey 1000 Plus and served cream teas 
in the Pavilion on the Sunday afternoon.  As promised, both Hercule Poirot 
(with his black hair and splendid moustache) and Miss Marple (with 
her handbag and knitting) turned up to the delight of the many visitors.  
Members dressed up as ‘nippies’ and in 1930’s costumes to add to the fun.  

We then organised an evening of ‘Health and Safety in the Home’ 
to which everyone in the village was invited. The Police, the Fire Service, 
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Home Start, The Lions, The Red Cross, Cholsey Older Peoples’ Advice Service, 
Cholsey Complementary Health Centre, Rowlands Pharmacy and Howard 
Gander kindly came to give help and advice. It was a very informative and 
enjoyable evening and was well attended.  The delicious homemade cakes 
certainly added to the enjoyment.

Our usual activities include meetings, trips and evening meals.  
Speakers at meetings included fascinating talks on women in Victorian 
times, on SERV (the motorbike group who deliver blood samples to hospitals 
during weekends) and on the Order of the Garter. Members went to Aston 
Pottery where they watched a demonstration of tea pot making, enjoyed the 
delicious food and admired the delightful gardens. WI members don’t just 
make and eat cake!  Several of us had a fun evening of Petanque as guests 
of Wallingford Petanque Club. We hope this will become a regular event.

We had our usual tombola and cake stalls at Cholsey Show in August, 
our craft and book clubs 
continue to meet once 
a month and we plan 
to start up a discussion 
group in January 2016. 
We still take our turn 
serving at the Community 
Café on a Saturday 
morning at the Pavilion.

Thank you to 
everyone in Cholsey who 
has supported our events, 
we are grateful to you.

We meet on the 
fourth Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Station Road, 
Cholsey. Do not worry about coming on your own, you will be welcomed 
and introduced to other members. Offering to help with our fund raising 
and joining in with our groups and activities is not compulsory, but it is the 
best way to get to know us. It can be a lot of fun too!

Please call Jan Morgan 07919 934712 or Eileen Watts 01491 
651761 if you would like any more information.

Eileen Watts, Hon. Treasurer, Cholsey WI
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CHOKO LADIES VISIT CHOLSEY

It is 7 o’clock in the morning and we are at Heathrow Airport, eagerly 
awaiting the arrival of our three visitors from Kodumela. We didn’t have 
to wait long for Ledile, Rosina and Elizabeth to appear and after many 
excited greetings, we proceed to make our way back to Cholsey for the start 
of a hectic 10 days.

The following day commenced with a trip to the Community Tea 
Shop and Library where the ladies were most impressed with the simple, 
but effective bookcases. Many photos were taken and I’m sure something 
similar will soon be found in Kodumela Schools.

For the first time the Choko visit coincided with the Choko Beer 
Festival.  The Kodumela Trio was the first act on the music stage, although 
as Ledile professed not to be able to co-ordinate her feet and hands, it was 
actually a duo who danced for us. The rest of the day was spent chatting to 
old friends, and new, and discovering the delights of Pimms!  

Sunday saw the visitors attending St. Mary’s followed by a visit to 
Mapledurham House.  An evening meal completed the busy day.

Now it was down to business 
and on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday the ladies spent the 
days at Cholsey Primary School 
(linked with Mamokaile), Crowmarsh 
Gifford Primary School (linked with 
Masekane) and The Treehouse 
School. On all of these visits much was 
learnt about our early intervention 
and special needs provision. Cholsey 
School also entertained our visitors with an excellent concert performed by 
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the children, and the Treehouse put on a display of English country dancing. 
Needless to say, at both events the ladies (well two of them) were prevailed 
upon to perform some African National dances.

Of course, the visit wasn’t all work and amongst other things, the 
ladies visited and sang at Cholsey Community Choir, rode on the Cholsey 
and Wallingford Railway, ate at The Red Lion, went to the Wallingford 
Toy Library, had a walk around the WI and local market at Wallingford, 
discovered the delights of a charity shop and enjoyed meals at several 
homes.

26 present and former members of the Choko Committee, together 
with others who have visited Kodemela, joined our visitors for a lovely 
shared supper where again juice (Pimms) proved to be very popular.

The visit finished with a shared service at St. Mary’s followed by lunch 
before seeing them back onto the minibus, with a lot of extra baggage, for 
their journey back to Heathrow and South Africa.

I am sure that visiting England throws up many unusual occurrences 
for our visitors and this year the one that seemed to stand out for them was 
the number of men they saw carrying or pushing babies.  That, they said, 
would never happen in South Africa!

As ever those of us privileged to spend time with these remarkable 
women will never cease to wonder at what they can achieve if just given 
some help.  I am proud to think that Choko has done just that.

Estelle Browne [See also STOP PRESS! p54]
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NATURE NOTES
A surprising proportion of our wildlife migrate between their winter 

and summer quarters. One small finch arrived in unusually large numbers 
in September, but more of that later. 

Another bird, fairly new to Cholsey, does not and has never been 
known to move to or from Britain. You might imagine that if blessed with 
wings, the odd one might cross the English Channel – but apparently not. 
There are species of butterflies and dragonflies, for example, that regularly 
do this. So surely any bird capable of flight would occasionally arrive or 
leave Britain. This bird, however, is remarkably sedentary. The bird stays 
with its mate through the year and sticks to a favoured area – usually in 
woodland. It frequents the same localities each year, rarely wandering far. 
In winter months especially it may visit nearby gardens. It is this habit that 
may now be bringing the bird to our notice in Cholsey. Our bird has special 
talents enabling it to move around in trees rather like a mouse. It can move 
in all directions along a trunk or branch thanks to the specially adapted 
claws. Woodpeckers do something similar, but they make use of strong stiff 
tail feathers for support. Our bird has a short tail which is of little use when 
moving around a tree.

A ready-made hole in a tree is normally chosen for a nest site. The 
bird will fashion this hole to its own liking, often adding a layer of clay or 
mud to reduce the hole size. This makes the nest more easily defended. 
Indeed our bird is noted for fiercely defending its young, and if threatened 
it is known to hiss at attackers. It will also use nest boxes and has been 
known to nest in haystacks! 

Although only weighing about an ounce, our bird is noisy. The 
naturalist Gilbert White noted that its knocking could be heard a furlong 
away (one eighth of a mile). The bird has been described as both a carpenter 
and a plasterer. It secures nuts in the crevice of an oak, elm or walnut before 
ferociously attacking them with its sharp bill in the manner of a powerful 
drill. Indeed it is this habit of extracting nut kernels which gives the bird its 
name. The calls are various as illustrated by descriptions that have been 
ascribed to our bird: ‘a bubbling sound as if rattling a pea in its throat’ and 
‘a pebble thrown as to bound along ice’. You could also say that its whistles 
are interspersed with ‘whit-whit-whit’ at regular intervals. Personally I prefer 
the description ‘be quick, be quick, be quick’.

One early naturalist even described the young of this species as being 
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good to eat. A measure of how attitudes have changed! Its own diet is 
extremely varied. In summer insects including caterpillars tend to dominate, 
but later in the year it favours beech mast, hazel nuts, acorns or yew berries. 

So what is this remarkable bird, so full of character? It has been 
variously called the Mudstopper; the Woodcracker; the Jar-bird; the Nuthack; 
and the Nut Jabber. And why for a bird that in Britain is mainly found in the 
South, has it been so slow to come to Cholsey?

The answer to the second of these questions must lie in its extreme 
sedentary nature, but also perhaps to the previous scarcity of oak trees in 
Cholsey. In recent years, more oaks seem to be appearing, and our bird is 
known to favour this particular tree. 

So what is this intriguing 
little jewel which is a compact 
mixture of blue-grey upperparts, 
warm buff coloured underparts, 
and a bold black stripe through 
the eye. It has to be the Nuthatch 
(right). 

The good news is that 
given the bird’s reluctance to 
move far, once here albeit in 
small numbers, it is likely to stay 
in Cholsey.

If you want to get more 
familiar with this little jewel, try 
a visit to the National Trust’s 
Basildon Park. Here you can explore the extensive parkland with its many 
remarkable trees, including Oaks. If you visit on Friday mornings there are 
guided walks led by naturalists looking for ancient trees, wildlife and wild 
flowers. You would be very unlucky not to at least hear Sitta Europaea at 
Basildon.

Back to that finch mentioned at the start. The Siskin is a small version 
of the Greenfinch. In the autumn and winter months it comes to us from 
northern counties and Scandinavia. Moving around in small flocks, this 
streaky greenish finch has a quiet ‘tsu’ contact call, often coming from 
Silver Birches. Something to look out for this winter in Cholsey.

EASTENDER 
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CHOLSEY DIARY

NOVEMBER 2015

SUN 22 Have A Go Day.  Cholsey Pavilion.  11am-4pm. Entry £1.50, Includes 
 one token. Extra tokens 50p each. A Cholsey 1000 Plus Event. 
WED 25 Treehouse School Christmas Sale of Homemade Gifts.  Scout Hall.   
 2.00-3.00pm
WED 25 Cholsey WI Craft Night & Pudding Club.  Cholsey Pavilion. 7.30pm
THU 26 Treehouse School Christmas Sale of Homemade Gifts.  Scout Hall.   
 2.00-3.00pm
SAT 28-SUN 29 CWR Forces Santa Special Trains

DECEMBER 2015

TUE 1 SAS Walk departs The Forty 10.00am
THUR 3 League of Friends Cake Sale etc. Wallingford Hospital. see p49
FRI 4 Cholsey 5-0 Club.  A Merry Christmas Social.  The Old School.  8.00pm
FRI 4-SAT 5 Mother Goose. Cholsey Pantoloon’s Pantomime. Great Hall Fair Mile.   
 For times and ticketing see p20
SAT 5 Cholsey HortSoc Wreath Making Workshop. The Old School. 9.30am-  
 12.45pm . see p44
SAT 5-SUN 6 CWR Santa Trains
SUN 6 Wallingford Annual Christmas Festival. Starts 12noon. Shops open &   
 lots of Christmas fun. Countdown to Christmas Lights 5.00pm.
FRI 11 Cholsey Golf Society at Drayton Park
SAT 12 Cholsey HortSoc Sale of Door Wreaths & Posy Bowls. The Forty.  9.30-  
 11.30am. see p44
SAT 12-SUN 13 CWR Santa Trains
MON 14 Treehouse School Christmas Carol Concert.  Scout Hall.  6.00pm.
WED 16 Carols at the Great Hall (led by St. Mary’s Church). 6.30pm.
FRI 18 Family Christmas Party for the whole village. Great Hall. From 5pm.
SAT 19 Santa comes to Cholsey.  A Cholsey 1000 Plus Event . see p21
SAT 19 Cholsey HortSoc Sale of Wreaths, Posy Bowls & Potted Bulbs. Tea   
 Shop at the Pavilion. 10.00am-12.30pm. see p44
SAT 19 St. Mary’s Church Living Nativity. From The Forty. 3.15pm. see p20
SAT 19 Carols on the Forty. 7.00pm.  A Cholsey 1000 Plus Event. see p21

Don’t forget the Community Tea Shop at the Cholsey Pavilion 10.00am – 12.30pm 
every Saturday except 26th December and 2nd January
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SAT 19-SUN 20 CWR Santa Trains
SUN 20 St. Mary’s Church Carols by Candlelight.  6.00pm Christmas Eve 
 St. Mary’s Church Crib Service. 6pm.  Midnight Communion 11.30pm
CHRISTMAS DAY St. Mary’s Church Traditional Communion 8.00am.  Christmas   
  Celebration for all Ages (with Communion)  10.00am
TUE 29 Cholsey Golf Society Fun 2-Club Event. Hadden Hill

JANUARY 2016

MON 1 New Year’s Day Welly Walk.  Departs The Forty 11.00am.  A    
 Cholsey 1000 Plus Event. see p21
TUE 5 SAS Walk Departs The Forty 10.00am
SUN 10 Bell Tower Open Day. see p30
FRI 15 - 30 Rapunzel Panto at the Corn Exchange. see p30
FRI 22 Cholsey Golf Society Day at Badgemore Park
FRI 29 The Cholsey Challenge.  Cholsey Pavilion. 7.00 for 7.30pm.  A Cholsey  
 1000 Plus Event. see p23

FEBRUARY 2016

MON 1 First 2016 CAPA meeting
TUE 2 SAS Walk departs The Forty 10.00am
WED 3 St. Mary’s Church Christingle Service with Cholsey School.  6.30pm
FRI 5 Cholsey 5-0 Club. Talk by Malcolm Nelson, ex HMC&E on Experiences  
 of Smugglers.  The Old School. 8.00pm
FRI 12 Cholsey HortSoc AGM and ‘Gardeners’ Question Time’.  The Old   
 School. 7.30pm. see p44
FRI 26 Cholsey Golf Society Day at Mapledurham

MARCH 2016

TUE 1 SAS Walk departs The Forty 10.00am
FRI 4 Cholsey 5-0 Club.  Talk on Mental Health Issues by Malcolm Callow.    
 The Old School.  8.00pm
SAT 5 HortSoc Store re-opens. Station Road Allotments.  10.00am
SUN 6 St. Mary’s Church Mothering Sunday Service.  9.45am 
SUN 6 CWR Mother’s Day Trains
FRI 11  Golf Society Day for Shaun Bridges Memorial Trophy. Frilford Heath
THU 17 Cholsey HortSoc.  ‘The Incredible World of Bees’ talk by Steve Moll.    
 Community Library.  7.30pm.  All welcome.  see p44
SUN 20 St. Mary’s Church Palm Sunday Service. 9.45am
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FRI 26       Good Friday. St. Mary’s Church Family Service. 10.00am  
 Good Friday Moulsford Church Hour of the Cross. 2.00pm
SUN 28 Easter Sunday. St. Mary’s Church Traditional Communion Service.    
 8.00am.  Parish Communion. 9.45am

APRIL 2016

FRI 1 Cholsey 5-0 Club.  Quiz Night.  The Old School.  8.00pm
TUE 5 SAS Walk departs The Forty 10.00am
FRI 15 Cholsey Cricket Club season starts.  see p57
FRI 15-SUN 17 Cholsey Golf Society Annual Tour Weekend in France.
SUN 17 Tree House School 10k Run.  Cholsey Recreation Ground.  10.00am.    
 hhtp//treehouse10k.org.uk
SAT 23 CWR St George’s Day trains
SAT 30 APR - MON 2 MAY  CWR Bank Holiday Trains 

IN THE FUTURE

SAT 9 JULY  Cholsey Cricket Club ‘Party on the Pitch’
SAT 13 AUG Cholsey Show
FRI 9 - SUN 11 SEPT Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend see p53 

CHOLSEY HORTSOC

Cholsey Show 
Once again, our big Annual Show was a roaring success. We had a 

wonderful afternoon, and a great crowd came along to view all the exhibits 
and enjoy the entertainment. The Cholsey Silver Band got the afternoon 
off to a great start, and they were followed by the Children’s Magic Show, 
Punch and Judy, and amazing displays from the Goring Growlers’ Dog 
Agility Team, and Jim Chick’s Birds of Prey display. We also had lots of 
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“have-a-go” games, vintage vehicles, and local “spinners”.
There was a lovely atmosphere in the Whitehead Meadow, with lots of 

charity and trade stalls, the local Police kindly handing out information, also 
the Fire Brigade, who came along with their Engine. The BBQ and afternoon 
tea cafe were kept very busy - as were our wonderful ice cream ladies!

The day dawned with a promise of sunshine and it certainly was 
a lovely day, even though it was rather hot in the marquee, which was 
filled with an array of vegetables, flowers, baking, handicrafts, photographs 
and children’s exhibits. The judges were delighted with the standard in all 
categories and the bidding was fierce in the after-show auction.

The ladies triumphed, winning the majority of the cups overall, with 
Sylvia Fuhrmann winning five cups in the vegetable classes.  Well done to 
all who took part. 
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HortSoc are a small committee, and the great success of the Show is 
down to a large number of people: local businesses, community groups and 
residents who generously give sponsorship, our Judges, Stewards, Marshalls, 
and all those behind-the-scenes people who work so hard to erect all the 
tents, serve food and refreshment, and sell raffle tickets; our exhibitors, who 
put in such a lot of time and effort, those who help by giving their time to 
provide stalls and entertainments, and of course all of our visitors. A big 
thank you to you all who helped make it an event to be proud of! We are 
already looking at the schedule for next year to include a variety of different 
classes.  Hope to see you there - save the date: Saturday 13 August!

Outings and Events
Annual Outing: following a very enjoyable trip last year, we visited 

Wisley again for the last day of their Flower Show, as well as the Dahlia 
marquee of exhibits and the Surrey Area of NAFAS floral arts show, where 
you get a chance to disagree with the judges and vote for the arrangement 
that you think is the best. It was a splendid day, enjoyed by members and 
some of their friends. The gardens are always wonderful to visit and you 
cannot take it all in during one trip, so it was good to return again and see 
things missed last year. Next year’s outing will be a day trip to Hampton 
Court Palace Flower Show so do let us know if you might be interested 
(places will be limited).

December 5th:  10.30 to 12.45, join in on our very popular wreath-
making workshop at The Day Centre. Places limited so book early via Pam 
Seymour 01235 201980.

December 12th: sale of door wreaths and posy bowls made by 
HortSoc members. We will also have potted bulbs. Come along to The Forty 
between 9.30 and 11.30 and buy some lovely Christmas presents. These are 
always great value and very popular! Pre-orders taken up until Saturday 5th 
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CHOLSEY AUTHORS’ DAY 

The first Cholsey Authors’ Day, organised by Cholsey 1000 Plus on 
Sunday 6th September, came at a busy  time in the village calendar. Thanks 
to Ian Wheeler’s appearance on BBC Radio Berkshire, the event drew a good 
number of punters from Didcot and further afield: fellow authors, aspiring 
authors and others who simply enjoy reading what authors write. Thanks to 
the catering provided by Jenny Robson and Sue Jeffs and overall supervision 
by Marilyn Dyer-Lynch, those as-yet-unpublished were able to pick our 
authors’ brains on such topics as drafting a proposal and approaching 
agents and publishers, in a supportive and relaxed atmosphere.

The books on display on the many author stalls had something for 
everyone — from local history and memoirs of stage and screen to Bible 
studies and a biography of the Pope. Even those interested in interpreting 
their own ECG readings were not forgotten! In the weeks since this event 
several more Cholsey authors have emerged, and it is hoped to organize 
some sort of follow-up event in the future. For further information, contact 
Ian Wheeler on 01491-652295.

Jon Conlin

via Jennie Kent 01491 652100.
December 19th: HortSoc will be at the Community Tea Shop 10 until 

12.30. Wreaths, posy bowls and potted bulbs also on sale. Come along for 
mince pies, a visit from Santa and his Helpers, and a concert by the Cholsey 
Community Choir - wonderful!

February 12th: 7.30pm at the Day Centre, Church Road, social evening 
“Gardeners’ Question Time” with local HortSoc experts and a special guest 
from the RHS. There will also be a fun quiz. Tickets only £1.50 to include a 
ploughman’s supper (the event will be preceded by a very short AGM).

March 17th: 7.30pm in the Community Library, Station Road, Steve 
Moll from Brightwell will give a talk on “The Incredible World of Bees.”  All 
welcome.

Finally, as many of you will be aware, the HortSoc Store closes for the 
winter, so we look forward to seeing you when we re-open on Saturday 5 
March at 10am, Station Road Allotments (next to the Pavilion).

Jennie Kent, Val Bolt and Pam Seymour

www.CholseyHortSoc.org.uk
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 ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS - HELP AT HAND

Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice (Didcot) is raising 
awareness of specialist help-lines people can call if they suspect that 
someone they know is in an abusive relationship.

If you are experiencing domestic violence or abuse, or you are 
concerned that someone you know might be in an abusive relationship, you 
can seek help by calling confidential freephone help-lines. You can also 
get help and support from your nearest Citizens Advice, or call Adviceline 
on 03 444 111 444. 

Help-lines
If the victim is a woman, you can get help from the freephone, 24-hour 

National Domestic Violence Helpline on 0808 2000 247 (run in partnership 
by Refuge and Women’s Aid)

If the victim is a man, you can get help from the Men’s Advice Line 
on 0808 801 0327

If the victim is lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender, you can get 
specialised help from Broken Rainbow on 0300 999 5428

For further help: visit www.adviceguide.org.uk, phone 03444 111 444 
or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice Bureau, which is located at Dales, 
9-15 High Street, Didcot OX11 8EQ. For opening hours, see www.caox.org.uk 

CHOKO BEER FESTIVAL 

The 8th Annual CHOKO Beer Festival was held on the 26th September 
and continued the success of previous years. Over £10,000 was raised 
for Choko, the PTA and the Footsteps Centre in Dorchester. Our thanks 
to everyone associated with this marvellous Cholsey Village event - the 
numerous helpers on the day, Cholsey School PTA, our 50 sponsors and 
supporters, the bands and musicians, and, of course, everyone who came to 
the Festival - all your efforts were very much appreciated.

The event marked the dawn of a new era for Choko, as World Vision 
(the charity through which it operates), withdraws from Kodumela after 
completing its work towards enabling a sustainable future, and starts afresh 
in Ntwetwe in Uganda. The profits from this year’s Festival will make a real 
difference to the lives of many in Ntwetwe; the money raised for Choko 
will go towards a new poultry project, which when fully implemented, will 
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provide a regular source of income for the whole village.
This year, the event included a live screening of the Rugby World Cup 

England vs Wales match, and this proved to be a huge success for the beer 
festival, although perhaps not for England. 

We were also very pleased to host our 3 visitors from Kodumela whom 
we have worked with for many years: 
Ledile, our World Vision representative 
in Kodumela; together with Rosina 
and Elizabeth, head teachers of our 
linked schools. Sadly, this was Choko’s 
last involvement with Ledile, but we 
look forward to working with her 
counterpart in Ntwetwe.  Although 
World Vision is moving away from 
Kodumela, the link between our local 
schools (Cholsey, Crowmarsh and The 
Treehouse) and those of Kodumela, 
continues and is set to grow to include many more schools both here in 
Oxfordshire and in South Africa. 

The date for next year’s Beer Festival is, as always, the last Saturday 
in September. To get involved as a helper, supporter or sponsor, or just for 
suggestions on how we can make next year›s event even better, email us 
at chokobeerfestival@gmail.com. 

We welcome and value all your contributions and opinions.
I very much hope you’ll be able to join us and look forward to seeing 

you there in 2016. I know it’s a bit early, but, “Happy New Year”.

Tim Hurst (Chairman - on behalf of the CHOKO Beer 
Festival Committee)
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CAPA NEWS

The growing season was extended by the warm weather in September 
– making up for the late start. We have seen some bumper crops and 
many ‘gifts’ have been bestowed on friends and acquaintances by allotment 
holders.

Everyone had a good time at the BBQ, despite it being preceded by a 
cloudburst and the wind trying to tear the gazebo from its moorings. If in 
doubt, ask anyone present about John Newnan’s puddings!

Once again, John Webb and Eric Clarke went to great lengths to 
track down the pumpkin, marrow and sunflower competition entries. Next 
year we will send out entry forms so that their task is made easier. The 
successful entries were (*apologies for not knowing the forenames):

The Estates Manager has told 
us that there is a small waiting list for 
allotments on both the Station Road 
and Ilges Lane sites – so keep your 
plot tidy!

At the AGM the situation 
regarding the Wallingford Road 
Allotments was discussed. Members 
were concerned at the length of 
the proposed 25 year lease; as the 
number of potential small scale developments – by 2040 we will be in line 
for another tranche of housing - could lead to a shortage of allotments in 
the village. If you have views on the matter, let the Parish Council know. The 
officers were returned, unopposed, but Mervyn Houseman joins John Webb 
and John Newman on the Committee.

Rumour has it that occupation of Cholsey Meadows allotments may 

Class Adult Winners Junior Winners

Largest Pumpkin Eric Clarke The Morrisons’ Children*

Smallest Pumpkin Pam Kendall No Entries

Largest Marrow Sylvia Furhmann No Entries

Mick Woodley & 
Pam Kendall

Largest Sunflower Bloom Mick Woodley The Keals’ Grandson*
Tallest Sunflower (Two equal) The Morrisons’ Children*
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be imminent! The shared experience is invaluable in gardening and CAPA 
members are a generous and friendly bunch, so why not join us?

If you are a member and we do not yet have your email address, and 
you would like to keep up to date with what is occurring, please contact the 
secretary on capasecret@gmail.com.

Barry Sheldon, CAPA Secretary

LEAGUE OF FRIENDS  

Wallingford Hospital 
We receive donations and raise money that is used to provide 

equipment and little comforts for the wellbeing of patients and staff. The 
Committee meets monthly to receive requests from the hospital for funding 
and to plan fundraising events and promotion of the Hospital. We provide 
on-going funding for newspapers for patients, the upkeep of the quadrangle 
gardens and Christmas presents for patients.

We have recently funded a bariatric chair, three postural support 
chairs and a Balance Master (balance training device). In our last financial 
year we spent £6,700 pounds on the Hospital, made up from donations 
and money we had raised. Recent activities have been attendance at the 
Cholsey Show and provision of teas and cakes at the Band Concert in 
Wallingford Castle Gardens. These together raised £476 pounds. Thank you 
to those who supported us. 

Our next activities are a sale of cakes and children’s knitwear, plus 
a raffle, at Wallingford Hospital on Thursday 3rd December 10am - 12 
noon, and also attendance at the Wallingford Annual Christmas Festival 
on Sunday 6th December, when we will be in the Regal Centre to raise the 
profile of the hospital and to raise funds. 

If you would like to find out more about us you are welcome to talk with 
us at these events or visit our website, or find us on Facebook – Wallingford 
Community Hospital. Also you can contact our Chairman Mike Brodie on 
01491 875152, or Anne Marsden at the Hospital on 01865 904488, or 
e-mail us, info@wallingfordleagueoffriends.org. More committee members 
are always welcome as are helpers at events or organisers of events.  

Nigel Hessey - www.wallingfordleagueoffriends



50

AGATHA CHRISTIE AND ALL THAT

Tourism has come to Cholsey - but still most villagers don’t appear to 
quite believe it! September saw the second Agatha Christie Weekend held 
jointly in Wallingford & Cholsey. Since Cholsey enjoys a major local claim 
to the world’s most prolific novelist, it seemed appropriate to beef up the 
Cholsey events. As before, Cholsey’s Walking Group provided the marshals 
for the guided walks, but this year there was an extra walk starting from 
Cholsey and returning on the preservation society railway from Wallingford 
(see p51). My exhibition, focussing on the world of Agatha Christie in Cholsey, 

was again held in the Old School. Those visiting this exhibition, which 
was updated and extended this year, also enjoyed excellent refreshments 
provided by Cholsey 1000 Plus who were joint sponsors of the weekend, 
together with Wallingford Museum. Not to be outdone Cholsey WI provided 
cream teas featuring sleuths Poirot & Marple!

Over at Cholsey Church Ian Wheeler organised one of his folk evenings 
(see p52, and Rose Noorduijn welcomed visitors coming to see the famous 
author’s grave and to let people into the church. Rose met between 30 and 
40 family groups over the Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The visitors 
came from all over the south of England and from as far afield as Australia, 
Japan and Brazil. It was good to see several families from Wallingford and 
Cholsey who had not realised that such a famous lady was buried in our 
churchyard. Jan Morgan also provided information about Rev. Lloyd and his 
family who are buried close to the Agatha Christie grave. Rev. Lloyd, who 
famously made strenuous efforts to get the navvies working on the railway 
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in 1848/50 to mend their ways and not spend much of their time drinking 
in the local pubs. The church and the churchyard were much admired by 
the visitors, and it seems certain that our reputation has been enhanced by 
the efforts made to make everyone welcome. The Friends of Cholsey Church 
and the Vicar also played their part with beautiful floral displays in St Mary’s 
Church and allowing access to the church.

However Cholsey needs to wake up to the fact that tourists are 
coming here throughout the year, and especially in the summer months. In 
August, for example, it is estimated that about 300 visitors came to see the 
Mallowan/Christie grave. Half of these visitors came from all over England 
and the other half from abroad. Australia, France, Germany and the USA 
were the top countries represented, but they came from about 18 nations 
altogether. New Zealand; The Netherlands; South Korea; Taiwan; Russia; 
Spain; Italy; Turkey; the Czech Republic and Finland were among some of 
the others. With Hercule Poirot being from Belgium, it was fitting that we 
had visitors from there too.

The cat is well and truly out of the bag now and Cholsey’s best kept 
secret is there for all to see on the internet. In future years it would be 
amazing if the flow of tourists to see Winterbrook House and Agatha 
Christie’s final resting place does not escalate. Sadly there is an absence of 
visitor accommodation in Cholsey and not a lot in surrounding villages and 
towns. There must also be opportunities for pubs, restaurants, cafes, coach 
companies and taxis to cater for Cholsey’s tourists! Is anyone listening?

Tony Rayner 

WALKING THE AGATHA CHRISTIE TRAIL

During the September Agatha Christie Weekend, what a pleasure 
it was to spend a Sunday morning tramping the trail from Cholsey to 
Wallingford. The tour was ably led by Tony Rayner, who enthusiastically 
shared with us his wealth of local geographical and historical knowledge. 

To start with, we admired the grave of Agatha Christie and her husband, 
archaeologist Max Mallowan, in Cholsey churchyard. Agatha Christie used 
her married name while living here, and guarded her privacy fiercely, and 
Tony explained that this is the reason why her presence in the area even 
now seems to be a well kept secret; there are clauses in her will that hinder 
normal tourist activities, making this walk quite special. However, although 
our small and intrepid Cholsey-to-Wallingford group was mainly locals, we 
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did have a Japanese guest on board, and en route 
we met the larger, more tourist-filled and Agatha 
Christie savvy Wallingford-to-Cholsey group, so the 
secret is clearly escaping internationally! 

From Cholsey church, we took the very well 
maintained trail down by the Bunk line, and as 
Cholsey incomers it was interesting to hear about 
Cholsey’s historic outlying settlements, some of 
which are now single well restored farmhouses, and 
some of which are falling down. An unexpected bonus was Paul, who came 
along with his binoculars and pointed out unusual birds, including a flock 
of over 300 starlings.

Agatha Christie’s house in Winterbrook was not, for me, the highlight 
of the tour. The house and grounds still seem consistent with her desire for 
privacy, and are hidden by high walls, easily overlooked, and a bit tourist 
unfriendly. But it was interesting to notice the buildings on the Winterbrook 
road from a different point of view from normal, for example the house that 
used to be The Nag’s Head, Agatha Christies pub next door, with its special 
brickwork spelling out the brewer’s initials, EW.

From there, we migrated to Wallingford Station to pick up the Bunk 
line – always an absolute pleasure – which took us gently back to Cholsey 

to visit the excellent Agatha 
Christie exhibition in the Day 
Centre. Tony had managed to put 
together a wealth of interesting 
information and photos, despite 
having to navigate the stringent 
copyright strictures of Agatha 
Christie’s estate. The whole thing 
was rounded off in time honoured 
fashion by cake and sandwiches, 

happily provided by Cholsey 1000 Plus. What a lovely morning.

Frances Turner

BLUE MURDER AT ST MARY’S

The Cholsey Concert by Three Pressed Men on 19th September in 
Cholsey Church was certainly a pleasure, an eye-opener and a complete 
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surprise to one seeing the group for the first time, with no idea what to 
expect. What an entertaining evening! Timed as it was to coincide with 
Agatha Christie Weekend, Judy Dewey read interesting passages about and 
by Dame Agatha—and who knew she was also a poet? Three Pressed Men 
sang many traditional songs—some, in tribute to Agatha Christie, involving 
murder and mayhem—and played a variety of instruments—some familiar 
while others, such as the bowed psaltery and spoons, were less so—but 
all contributing to a thoroughly enjoyable and entertaining evening of 
music, song and laughter in Cholsey’s beautiful church. This member of the 
audience was delighted by the performance. 

If you have not seen this talented group, I urge you to do so; they will 
be appearing in Ewelme Church on 11th December.

Sally Fehr (Ewelme)

1976 - 2016: 40 YEARS SINCE HER DEATH 

2016 marks the 40th anniversary of the death of Agatha Christie 
at Winterbrook House. Cholsey 1000 Plus and Wallingford Museum are 
already beginning to form plans to mark this important date. Since the 
actual death occurred on January 12th - a time when weather is not on 
our side - we have decided to continue the now established tradition of a 
September event. 

So Friday 9th September to Sunday 11th will be our Celebrating 
Agatha Christie Weekend 2016. We’d be delighted if others would like to 
join in the planning. If so, just contact: 

Tony Rayner 01491 651609 or Sue Jeffs 01491 651164 
or Judy Dewey 01491 651127

SEMPRE CHITARRA - CLASSICAL GUITARS 

Although Cholsey 1000 Plus did its utmost, at a busy time of year, to 
promote the most recent Cholsey Concert, the audience at The Old School 
on October 17th could have been described as ‘select’. In fact, ‘discerning’ 
would be another good choice of word, because guitarists Tricia Warhurst 
and Julia Rowe gave an excellent and very tasteful recital of music spanning 
over 400 years and by famous composers including John Dowland, Antonio 
Vivaldi, Domenico Scarlatti and the ever-present Anon. Living composers 
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were represented by Peter Maxwell Davies, Maria Linnemann, Rene Bartoli 
and Tricia Warhurst herself, whose reflective composition May Dawn was, 
for me, the highlight of the evening.

The proceedings included a break for wine, conversation and light 
bites and, to be quite frank about it, most of you missed a treat —although 
I feel sure that the formula will be repeated. 

Publicity is always a major task and it’s hard to know how best to 
reach the many music lovers that we know live in Cholsey. But we do keep 
an email list for the purposes of spreading news about local live music. 
Why not write to me (ian@cholsey.com), to sign up? I don’t promise that 
bulletins will be regular or especially frequent, but they are sent ‘Blind copy’ 
to protect your privacy and will certainly make sure you don’t miss future 
Cholsey Concerts.

Ian Wheeler

STOP PRESS! FROM ROSINA IN KODUMELA

Choko Trip Intervention Programme.

 Just received! Head Teacher Rosina from Mamokaile School writes: 
“To: Val 

Thank you so much for Choko Trip Intervention programme and for all 
the help you have given us. Your time, commitment, co-operation, initiatives 
and kindness is very much appreciated and the report to British Council.

We had a lovely surprised week by visiting different places and 
enjoying meals all the time. We learnt a lot from schools. (Team - work 
spirit of Choko group is highly appreciated.)

I‘m so grateful to everyone who supported and encouraged us to 
improve standard of education in our schools.

I hope and pray that all your gifts and donations will make difference 
to many lives in South Africa - because Education is a weapon to change 
the world.

Regards to Cholsey, Choko, and Treehouse and Crowmarsh and the 
community. 

Thanks, Rosina
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CHOLSEY TENNIS CLUB

Cholsey Ladies have done it again !!!!
Congratulations to our Ladies A team on winning Division 1 of the 

Oxfordshire League for the 2nd year running, what a team! Also our Ladies 
B team won their division to gain promotion to Division 2. And not to be 
outdone, our Ladies C team were runners-up in their division also gaining 
promotion as well. To celebrate this success we decided an evening out was 
called for!

Our Mens A team were also runners-up in their Division 1.
Just to remind you that we play tennis all year round, both competition 

and social. Our winter fixtures are now in full swing, so why not come and 
join us on a Tuesday evening from 6.30pm for social tennis. You can be a 
visitor for 6 times before being asked to join and reduced rates apply for 
the winter.

Contact Jason at jason@harrisontennis.com for Junior coaching.
Contact Damian at damian.gange@gmail.com for Adult coaching.
For more information, see www.cholseytennisclub.co.uk

Jenny Robson  01491 651477

Top Left: Tina Stirling 
( most improved 
player 2015)

Top Right: ladies A 
B & C teams out 
celebrating their 
success. 

Bottom: ladies B team
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CHOLSEY GOLF SOCIETY

What a year it’s been. Fantastic courses including a weekend at Celtic 
Manor, brilliant weather and the usual varied golf performances, culminating 
in a superb Captain’s Day at Goring & Streatley GC in September. To top 
that though, we also raised a record £1,054 from our Christmas Raffle/
Auction and our Race Night in May for local ‘good causes’ : £600 to The 
Air Ambulance; £204 to The Treehouse School; £100 to Choko to sponsor 
a barrel for the 6th consecutive year; £100 to CHIPS (Cholsey Summer 
Playscheme); and £50 to Cholsey Bluebirds FC. During the past 10 years, we 
have made donations totalling over £5,000. On behalf of the members and 
beneficiaries, we would like to thank you all for your support.

Ian Brown, who won the League last year in his first full season with 
the Society, was narrowly pipped into second place by this year’s winner, 
Andy Halstead – by just 2pts. Alex Stacey (Most Improved Player) finished 
3rd and our secretary, Dave Evans, was 4th – his highest ever position. 
Richard ‘The Morph’ Davies won both the Eclectic and Mr Birdie Titles by the 
smallest of margins from our Chairman, Dave Miners, in both competitions. 
Dave also finished Runner-up in the Merit Table.

And sadly for Dave, on Captain’s Day, although he hit his best form 
for many a year to record 40 pts, he had to settle for Runner-up yet again 
as Ian Breakspear (Race Night organiser) hit a magnificent 41 pts. Dave is 
now referred to as the ‘Nearly Man’ !

This year promises to be even more exciting and, no doubt, just as 
eventful . . . but will the ‘Captain’s Curse’ affect our new Captain, Ian ‘Mr 
Consistent’ Brown. We shall see !

Left: Dave Miners

Centre: Ian & Alison Brown

Right: Dave Evans
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Again, our fixtures secretary has organised some great venues: The 
Army Aldershot, Badgemore Park, Frilford Heath, Calcot Park, Bowood Park, 
Gerrards Cross, Henly & Temple. Added to that, we will be popping over to 
France for 3 days in April for our Annual Tour.

We are a flourishing local group of golfers who have the enviable tag of 
being one of the friendliest societies in the country. We very much welcome 
new members whatever standard, as Chris Wilcox has discovered in this, 
his first year with us – a 28-handicapper who hit the highest gross total of 
the year (124) at Chipping Norton last April. Did he receive any sympathy 
– of course not ! In contrast, Lee Challis who plays off 7, thoroughly enjoys 
our monthly golf days when he can just relax and enjoy the witty banter. 
The one essential criteria for joining us is . . . having a sense of humour. 

If interested in coming along to one of our days as a guest or just to 
receive our award-winning monthly Newsletter, please contact: 

Dave Evans:   dave.vans@virgin.net 

CHOLSEY CANARIES

 Short Mat Bowls Club
We now meet on Thursday afternoons from 1.30-4pm as well as 

Tuesday evenings from 7-9.30pm in the Great Hall. £3 per session.
Come and join us. New players welcome. Queries to Kevin Howarth 

01491 6511126 kevinhowarth017@yahoo.com

CHOLSEY CRICKET CLUB – 2015 SEASON

The summer was a busy one again for the Club with nearly 40 senior 
matches, 11 Youth Coaching evenings, Youth Matches and Party on the 
Pitch (Stumpfest) – not to mention our Annual tour to Bristol.

After winning the Wednesday night T20 league last season we 
narrowly failed to defend the title as we finished runners-up, although we 
did defeat the eventual winners Tetsworth, the only team to do so.

Our Sunday friendly fixture list saw us start the season way back on 
the 12th April, our earliest start for many years but the weather was great 
and we kicked things off with a close-fought victory thanks to Man of the 
Match, Chris Hansen with 88 not out. Chris averaged over 400 runs at one 
point in the season after scores of 88no, 124no, 142no and 58 – all of 
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which guaranteed he was our Player of the Season at the annual awards 
evening in his first full season.

After a promising early start to the season with further victories 
against Swyncombe and Goring our fortunes were mixed from then on but 
we continued to enjoy our cricket which was always played in a good spirit 
with both teams enjoying a friendly post-match beer whatever the result.

We have another full season ahead of us in 2016 and would welcome 
any new players of any abilities. We have a variety of matches to suit all – the 
Wednesday evenings are in a competitive league but we also have regular 
Thursday night T20 friendlies against local companies and organisations 
and our full Sunday fixture list of friendly matches.

We fielded a number of Youth teams this season in friendly matches 
which were really enjoyed by the children and it was clear to see they had 
benefitted from the Youth Coaching evenings as they performed really well. 
We will look to continue this into next year with a wider set of fixtures.

The Friday night Bar, BBQ & Youth Coaching evenings have continued 
to be very popular as an opportunity for children to enjoy some cricket 
coaching while the adults relax with a drink. Whether you have children 
who want to take part in the coaching or not you’ll find it’s a friendly, 
welcoming environment and a chance to socialise, meet new people and 
enjoy a great evening.

We start again next year on Friday 15th April at 6pm – follow us on 
Facebook to keep up to date with any club events throughout the season.

The Bar is always open when we have a home fixture and we welcome 
anyone to come along to enjoy the cricket being played – we can’t always 
guarantee the standard though!

Our tour to Bristol saw some cricket being played but the quality 
deteriorated as the weekend went on, probably as our first match at Stone 
CC coincided with their annual Beer & Cider festival! Rupert Potter won the 
Single Wicket competition on the Saturday afternoon and unfortunately our 
Sunday fixture was rained off so we returned to the local pub and narrowly 
lost against Hillesley CC at Darts instead.

Back in July we held our second Party on the Pitch event which again 
was really well attended and saw a 6-a-side Cricket tournament during the 
day for local village organisations. Cholsey Bluebirds narrowly beat The Fair 
Mile Sports & Social Club in the final before we were all entertained with 
live music from local bands Square One, NRG and The Unusual Suspects. 
We also supported Starlight Children’s Foundation and the generosity of 
everyone there helped to raise over £1000.
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We’ll be running the event again next year on Saturday 9th July so look 
out for details in the New Year.

Prior to the start of next season we will have our pre-season practice 
net sessions in the sports hall at Moulsford Prep School for anyone who 
wants to come along and have a go. They start on Sunday 22nd February 
from 5-6.30pm and run for 8 weeks except Easter Sunday.

If you’re interested in getting involved in the club, whether playing, 
events or just the social side please get in touch.

Andy Chapman, 07753-949575

Chappers73al@outlook.com; www.cholseycricketclub.
co.uk 
www.facebook.com/cholseycricketclub 
 



60

CHOLSEY UNITED F.C.

Another winter and another season for Cholsey United. With 
the Upper Thames Valley League shaking up the table formats a bit, 
CUFC now sit in Division One (the middle rank of 3 leagues).

Adam ‘Nige’ Cox takes the helm as manager once again and his 
summer saw the signing of a few fresh faces.

Early days it may be but with a league run of four games played 
and four games won, things look promising for sure. There is also 
still strong hope of a cup run with the team succesfully through the 
first two rounds of the tough Deveney Cup, with the first round of the 
Ridgeway Cup decided by the time you read this. Sadly a defeat to 
AFC Pangbourne saw an end to any Berks & Bucks cup hopes but 
with that result being the only loss of the season so far, things can’t 
be too bad!

As always we are delighted to see a strong following of 
supporters (and the odd dog walker/spectator) down at the Cholsey 
Rec on Sunday mornings.

Don’t forget to view www.cholseyunitedfc.co.uk for the latest 
fixtures, results, photos and league tables.

CUFC’s Charlie Budziszewski lining up a shot in the 7-1 win vs Black Horse (Thatcham) 


