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Outside our present roles as editors of The Forty, we first got to know
each other when researching Cholsey’s history book Change at Cholsey for
the Cholsey Millennium celebrations back in 1986. So we’re always aware
that the events included in this magazine will one day be part of village
history - something that helps keep us going when becoming bogged down
in the nitty-gritty of getting the magazine to the printer each time! We
therefore decided that, for a change, this editorial page should be illustrated
with a wonderful picture from Cholsey’s past. Do you remember the time
when evacuees crowded Cholsey Station yard? If so, we’d love to hear from
you! What a fabulous picture of life in the hard times of World War II! (Or
is it??)
Back in the present, and future, this Summer issue of the magazine
is packed with information about all of our many clubs and societies including several new ones - and the activities which are on offer in all our
lovely halls. We hope you will take the opportunity to meet new people and
perhaps try out something new! So read the magazine carefully, check out
our website http://cholsey.info, and enjoy a fabulous summer!
Judy Dewey and Sue Jeffs, Joint Editors

Cholsey School evacuees at Cholsey Station in 2015! See page 29 for their letters home.
Many real evacuees arrived at the station early in World War II and the children had
been learning about them. The give-away for historians is the modern signage!
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CHOLSEY HORTSOC
Cholsey Show Saturday 8th August
Cholsey HortSoc’s ever-popular big Annual Show attracts a large crowd
to the Whitehead Meadow for a full afternoon of family entertainment and
hundreds of exhibits to see in the Grand Marquee. This year we have Punch
& Judy, The Goring Growlers’ Dog Agility display (plus “have a go”), Birds
of Prey display, Cholsey Silver Band, vintage vehicles, Fire Engine, “Bowl for
the Pork”, coconut shy and children’s games, tombola, big raffle, charity/
trade stalls, plant stall etc., plus the usual BBQ, bar, afternoon tea cafe
and ice creams. We do hope you will come along. Showground opens
12.30pm (free entry) . We would also like to encourage as many people as
possible to enter the Show: schedules/entry forms are available from the
HortSoc Store and Community Tea Shop (both open Saturday mornings), the
Community Library, Park Butchers, Barn Fitness Club, Railway Station, Great
Hall at Cholsey Meadows, or call Jennie Kent on 01491 652100 and I will
be pleased to deliver locally. There are lots of classes to enter for both adults
and children (including some new ones!) so do please take part. If you are
interested in having a stall at the Show please contact John Hancock on
01491 651146.

Coach trip to Wisley
Sunday 13th September. This outing was a sell-out last year so we
have organised a return to visit these beautiful RHS gardens. Cost £6 per
member (non-members can join for only £3 per household per year). For
tickets contact Irene Creasy 01491 200491.

Hortsoc at the Community Tea Shop
The tea shop is open every Saturday morning (apart from August 8th
“Show Day”) from 10am - 12.30pm and HortSoc will be on duty 18th July
and 19th September. Members on hand to discuss your gardening queries.

HortSoc Store
We are open every Saturday morning from 10am until noon right
through to October 31st, sited next to the Pavilion on Station Road. We
stock a wide range of products - help is on hand to ferry heavy goods to
your car (or village deliveries can be arranged). Do come and check out
the many good-value items for your garden or allotment: Composts (3-bag
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deals) and grow Bags, pots and canes in various sizes, bagged bark and
fertilizers, slug pellets, etc. Plus much, much more.

New members
Why not join the HortSoc. It’s only £3 per household per year. Wide
range of benefits including discounted gardening products at the Store, and
interesting events - for latest news see our website at www.CholseyHortSoc.
org.uk. Join in-store, or contact Jennie Kent 01491 652100, jennifer_kent@
btinternet.com

Can you help?
Cholsey HortSoc is a long-established society supporting local gardeners
through the Saturday morning Store, plant sales, talks, and trips to RHS
gardens, and of course the village as a whole through our big Annual
Show. Please help us to keep things going by visiting the Store and
joining the Society. There is always someone on hand to give friendly
advice concerning gardening matters - if you only have a window box,
patio or a garden of any size - we will be happy to chat. We would also
like to hear from anyone who would like to volunteer help either at the
Store, Community Tea Shop, or Village Show. Thank you!
Jennie Kent, Cholsey HortSoc Secretary, 01491 652100

CAPA
The Plant Swap was a great success this year with twenty-five people
turning up to enjoy swapping plants, gardening tips and anecdotes. Have
you heard the one about the radish, the carrot and the swede…?
These are the remaining dates in 2015: BBQ on 12th July 2.30pm at
the CAPA Patch; Pumpkins, Marrows and Sunflowers on 13th September
10.30am at the CAPA Patch; AGM on 9th October 7.30pm at the Old School.
Nearly time to start feeding your Pumpkins, Marrows and Sunflowers:
the competition is likely to be stiff this year, so dig out your magic fertilizer
recipe.
Although CAPA is centred upon the Ilges Lane allotments site, we
would be pleased to welcome additional allotment holders from Station
Road to our friendly community. Keep on watering! (Unless there is a deluge
between submission and publication of this update.)
Barry Sheldon, CAPA Secretary
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CHOLSEY W.I. - INSPIRING WOMEN!
Cholsey Women’s Institute is celebrating the centenary of the WI
along with every WI in England and Wales. One of our members attended
the WI Annual Meeting at the Albert Hall at which Her Majesty the Queen
was an honoured guest, together with The Princess Royal and The Countess
of Wessex. Those of us who were not fortunate enough to get tickets were
able to watch the live transmission of events at The Corn Exchange, to
whom we are very grateful.
Two of our members attended the Centenary Celebration Garden
Party at Buckingham Palace. Over 8,000 women, from all over England
and Wales, including the Calendar Girls, were there enjoying the excellent
food. Not even the fierce winds which blew hats away could dampen the
enthusiasm or spoil the impromptu singing of ‘Jerusalem’ as the royal party
were led back to the palace by their ushers.
We can’t promise any royal visitors to our Village Centenary
Celebration, and it won’t be on the same scale as a Buckingham Palace
party, but we will be celebrating by holding a Cream Tea Party on The Forty
on the afternoon of SUNDAY 20th SEPTEMBER. As it is also the Agatha
Christie Weekend, we may see Miss Marple and Hercule Poirot there! Do
come along and join us.
Apart from the Centenary celebrations, there is a lot going on here
in Cholsey. Members have been to Ludlow Castle and to Denman College,
and will go to Buckingham Palace in July. Our programme has included a
fascinating talk from an ex-army officer who is now a romantic novelist,

some members at our Days for Girls stand
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a talk about the work of the ACWW (Associated Country Women of the
World) to which the WI is affiliated and, yes, a talk about making jam!
In the future we will have talks from SERV (Service by Emergency
Rider Volunteers) and on 22nd July Jane Stubbs will talk to us about ‘Women
in Victorian Times’. On August 26th we will hear about the history of the
Order of the Garter and on September 23rd we are planning an evening
based on ‘Safety in the Home’ to which the whole village will be invited free
of charge (yes, men too!) Look out for posters around the village early in
September for more information. Our Harvest Supper will be in October, and
our traditional Christmas Craft Evening will be on November 25th.
As in previous years, we will have a stall at the Cholsey Show in
August, and we still help to run the Community Tea Shop on Saturday
mornings at the Pavilion. Our charitable work continues too.
You will have seen in the media that the WI is a powerful organisation
which has changed women’s lives over the last 100 years, ‘inspiring women’.
At local level it is also a friendly organisation where women can meet and
talk, get to know new people and catch up with old friends while learning
new things: we are ‘women supporting women’. We have 42 members, but
more are always welcome. Visitors can attend for a small donation. We
meet on the fourth Wednesday of every month (except December) at the
Pavilion, Station Road, Cholsey at 7.30pm.
If you would like some more information about Cholsey WI, please
contact our President:
Jan Morgan. Tel: 07919 934712

members at the Oxford AGM
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PARISH & COUNTY NEWS
Action In The Park
For the fifth year we will be running “Action In The Park” our free
programme of summer activities, including the return of the Cholsey Beach
and the climbing wall. The programme will run on weekdays from 3rd to 14th
August. If you would like to volunteer to help please contact Jacob Dearman
(Youth Worker) on 652255.

Last year’s
event in
‘Action’!

Celsea Place
Parish Council are very keen for residents to know that we have
opposed Linden Homes attempts to develop this area. This is not to say that
in the fullness of time this area will not be built on, but we believe any new
development must be planned holistically and with regard to the wishes of
local people.
Council firmly believes that the ongoing Site Allocations process, the
fact that SODC has an up to date Local Plan and the five year land supply
should all mean that this application will be refused by both SODC and then
an inspector if Linden go to appeal. The work that has been undertaken on
the site followed comments from the County Archaeologist and involved
them in undertaking investigations into what lies beneath the site.

Reading Road
Following concern from residents at Fair Mile about the safety of
individuals crossing the road I have undertaken a number of actions,
including: arranging visits from highways engineers and road safety
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experts; ensuring the school bus picks up and drops children at the new
bus stop and not on Papist Way; looking into the possibility of new signage;
arranging for the police to undertake more speed checks; looking into the
possibility of a lollipop person at the Ferry Lane/Papist Way crossing.
Unfortunately it will not be possible to site a new crossing on the
road as the cost would be prohibitive due to the need for speed humps and
lighting which would be necessary for a crossing on this type of road.
A pedestrian refuge will be installed by Linden Homes (end of July we
are told) at the farm gate entrance to the site, which should make crossing
at that end of the site somewhat safer.

Wallingford Road Cycle Path
Following the public consultation, which was almost 100% positive,
we are pressing ahead with plans for the installation of the cycle path.
Needless to say we have brushed up against a good deal of County
Council bureaucracy, but are hopeful that we should be in a position to start
construction in the early autumn.

Wildflowers on The Forty
A number of residents have expressed an interest in having a
wildflower area on The Forty. Council is looking into the possibility and
a plan is being drawn up. We are aware of the strength of feeling in the
village about The Forty.

Community woodland
Some residents are planning to create a new area of community
woodland in the park. A number of native species have been ordered from
the Woodland Trust and planting will be organised for the autumn. The plan
is to utilise a small area of land between the Recreation Ground and the
Whitehead Meadow.
The group are likely to have significant numbers of trees left over, so if
you are aware of a piece of land that could benefit from a few trees, please
contact me.

Roads Update
After much nagging of the Highways Department it is good to note that
Pound Lane and Brookside have been resurfaced. I am also trying to get the
road under the Westfield Road bridge re-surfaced. On close inspection with
highways officers the surface is in a very poor state. The drainage culverts,
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however are clear and operating perfectly following work earlier in the year.
An unexpected issue is holding up this improvement - Network Rail are
asking for the mainline to be closed if the existing road surface is taken up.
My fight to get the road surface at the Papist Way/Reading Road
junction re-surfaced continues. The County Council has raised a Section 80
order with British Gas as the issue was caused by them laying a new gas
main. The order was presented some time ago and the County is waiting
for a response.

Defibrillators
The Parish Council have now received delivery of two defibrillators for
the village. We hope to have these installed during the summer, one in the
centre of the village and one in the Reading Road/Papist Way area.
(See p27 for call for new volunteer First Responders).

Children’s Centres
You may have read that the County will be undertaking significant
changes to the Children’s Centre network as a result of Government cuts.
I am on the committee that has been steering the changes and we are
hopeful of minimising the actual cut by enforcing structural changes,
implementing a single 0-19 service and ensuring that services are targeted
at the most needy. If you are a user of this service and you would like to
talk to me, please get in touch and be sure to take part in the consultation
which will be held in the autumn.

Computer training for beginners
Age UK are planning to running computer training courses for
beginners. The courses will take place in the library on Thursday afternoons
from 2pm. The trainers will be using the library wi-fi and encourage
participants to bring a tablet, but if you don’t have one we have a couple
available to loan. If you are interested in taking part please contact me on
07971 805416.
Mark Gray. 01491 651333
Chair Cholsey Parish Council
Cholsey and Benson County Councillor
limasheepdog@yahoo.com markgrayblog.wordpress.com
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COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
Do you want to make a difference and give something back to the
people in your local community when they need you the most - by providing
emergency life saving skills to a member of your community until an
emergency ambulance arrives.
Community First Responders are volunteers who are trained and
equipped by the ambulance service to answer certain types of medical
emergencies in their local community while the ambulance is on its way.
There is good evidence to suggest more lives are saved, because the
volunteers operate in their own neighbourhood and are more likely to arrive
before the ambulance. These seconds and minutes saved can make all the
difference.
Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) is the UK’s single biggest killer. On
average, 150,000 people suffer a SCA every year. Every minute that passes
after someone has suffered SCA the chance of a successful resuscitation
reduces by about 14%. The UK national average chance of survival is 4%.
In areas where there is an active Community First Responder scheme, this
increases to 20 to 25%.
When the ambulance service receives an emergency call in an area
where there is a volunteer available and if the call suitable for a volunteer
to attend, the responder receives a message on a mobile phone alerting
them to this incident. They then make their way to the incident following
communication from the control room. This means that help is on the way
within seconds of a call being made. Responders can arrive at the incident
while the person is still making the 999 call!
All you need to join is to be over 18, have a full driving licence and
pass an enhanced criminal records’ check and be willing and able to give
up some free time to help your community. We are currently looking for
volunteers throughout Oxfordshire.
If you would like to help in this literally life-saving and very rewarding
project, please contact David England, the local liaison and training officer,
on 07970 490 519 or e-mail david.england@scas.nhs.uk for an information
pack. See our website for more information www.southcentralambulance.
nhs.uk
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CHOLSEY SCHOOL
Artworks

We have been fortunate enough to receive 18 framed prints from
www.art.co.uk as well as £750 worth of art supplies. The staff and children
chose the prints across a range of historical periods, from Breugel to
Hockney, and have enjoyed finding out more about them. We are grateful
to everyone who voted for us in the competition and to art.co.uk for their
generous gifts which we are sure will inspire us to learn more about art as
well as to produce our own pieces.
Some of the children’s comments on a Battle of Trafalgar picture are
included below.
“I voted for The Battle of Trafalgar because it is very dramatic and
the ships on it look extraordinary. In the foreground there is a boy tied to
the handmade boat. At the side of the picture there is an explosion. In the
foreground there is a small rowing boat with dead people in it.”
“I would like to be the Captain because they can tell everybody what
to do and they are in charge.”
“I would not want to be in the ship however it might be exciting.”
“I would like to be the person on the rigging so that I could see really
far.”
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Evacuation Letters (Year 3)
Dear Mother,
I have only just started school. Where I do skipping, hop-scotch and
many other things! I adore it here at Cholsey so when the war is over can
we come back and visit? Some of the jobs I do in general are feeding the
animals, collecting eggs and collecting hay stacks for the horses. I am
trying to stay calm and strong but I just can’t help it. I really miss you.
Hopefully the war will be over soon.
Love Millie
Millie McKeown

Dear Mother,
You will be happy to know that I’ve
got used to life in the countryside. Every
day we are sent to do the morning milking
and then afternoon milking when we get
back from school! I barely see Isabelle now
because she’s made new friends. I have
made a new friend called Imogen. She is
the daughter of Lady Lucy and she has her
own pony!
Love from Alyssa
Alyssa Reeves
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Dear Mother,
I really miss you but I have fallen in love with the countryside. I
have made good friends with a girl called Lola. We sometimes climb
trees together and make daisy chains but only when we’re not doing our
work. The best part is when we go on a host family walk and let the dogs
run around. At school I’m on a table with 3 other girls, their names were
Lauren, Maggie and Evie.
Love Matilda
Matilda Nowell

FAIR MILE HISTORY TALK NUMBER 3!
Cholsey Great Hall on September 4th at 7.30pm
The talk, the next in our series, will feature Richard Havelock
from Berkshire Medical Heritage Centre, who is an expert on the history
of psychiatry and psychiatric nursing. The talk will be based on the
pamphlet «Nursing at the Fair Mile Mental Hospital, Cholsey 1935-1939» by
Mary Fairbairn MacIntyre. Signed copies by the co-author Diana de Luca
(Mary Fairbairn MacIntyre›s niece) will be available and it is hoped she will
be able to attend the talk. As usual wine and cheese will be on offer.
Keep an eye on our website for further activities at the Great Hall
www.cholseycdt.org.uk
Helen Jiggins. Tel: 01491 652339 info@cholseycdt.org.
uk
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CHOLSEY AUTHORS’ DAY: SEPTEMBER 6
As reported in a previous Forty, Cholsey 1000 Plus is supporting
a special event at Cholsey Pavilion to celebrate the large number of
published authors living in our village. At Cholsey Authors’ Day, between
2pm and 5pm on Sunday, September 6th, you can expect to meet around
a dozen locally-based writers who will be happy to talk to visitors about
their work and offer advice and encouragement on how to get cracking with
a writing project. If you were fascinated by Crime and Calamity in Cholsey,
come to meet author Barrie Charles and learn about his research methods.
Tony Rayner, Jeanne Money and Ian Wheeler will be there covering aspects
of local history, not forgetting Judy Dewey who masterminds the historyminded Pie Powder Press. But it’s not all about history; we have technical
authors and creative writers and these will be joined by Dr Austen Ivereigh,
internationally noted for his studies of the Pope and religious affairs.
Topics for discussion will include:
• Inspiration
• How to organise yourself
• Self-motivation
• Planning
• Doing research
• Editing and proof-reading
• Approaching a publisher
• Self-publication
Even if you’re not a budding
Steinbeck, you can expect to see
interesting displays and simply chat to
the authors about the stories behind
their books. Afternoon refreshments
will be on sale, as will a wide range of
locally-created books. Pop a note in your
diary now!

Ian Wheeler, our latest Cholsey author,
presents a copy of his book on Fair Mile to
Tony Spackman at the recent launch
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CHOKO BEER FESTIVAL
Saturday September 26th Laurence Hall
SAVE THE DATE - Saturday 26th September is the climax of the Cholsey
social calendar – the Choko Family Beer Festival starting at 12 noon and
going through to about 11pm.
Those of you who have been in the past will know that the Laurence
Hall is a great enclosed space to create a brilliant safe atmosphere for
everyone from babies, through toddlers to teens, parents and grandparents
to enjoy themselves. For those who haven’t been before, there are over 30
local ales, ciders and craft lagers, wines, soft drinks; an all-day bbq with
meat from Ray Park’s, vegetarian alternatives, curry from Memories, filled
rolls; and music and entertainment from beginning to end.
Tickets will soon be on sale. Make sure you get yours by calling in
at Ray Park Butchers or going on-line to www.wegottickets.com. They
are £5 in advance and the few on the door will be £7.50. You’ll get your free
commemorative glass when you show your ticket as you enter.
This year is very special as three headteachers from Kodumela will be
over at the same time and will be there. Please come and talk with them they would love to tell you about what a difference the support they’ve had
from our community in Cholsey has made to the lives of children in their
schools.
2015 is the Rugby World Cup and England will be playing Wales at
8pm on the Saturday – and we will have a big screen in the marquee so you
can watch the match and stay at the festival. We’re planning an alternative
stage for those who are more fans of music than rugby.
As always we need help to make it happen, so don’t be shy, please
email us - chokobeerfestival@gmail.com - if you can lend a hand for a
couple of hours. Thank you.
Most of all please come along and carry on helping us put the fun in
fundraising. Cheers!
Tim Hurst
On behalf of the Choko Beer Festival Committee 2015
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CHOLSEY CONCERTS
Observant readers will have noticed that the flow of Cholsey Concerts
has been interrupted for much of the last year. To be candid, I’ve had many
other things on my mind but have never left off my search for good music
to present to the discerning ears of Cholsey.
It is therefore with some pleasure that I can announce a concert by
Oxford classical guitar duo Sempre Chittara, who will appear on Saturday
17th October, starting at 7.30pm.
Please put this in your diaries but look out for updates on this
delightful evening, as I have yet to identify the most suitable venue. Shall
it be the Old School, for its intimacy, or St Mary’s church for its space and
comfort, or even at Fair Mile’s Great Hall? This depends partly on the size of
our audience and anyone caring to send me feedback at ian@cholsey.com
will be doing me a great service!
Also in prospect—though still taking shape—is a concert on Saturday
19th September at 7.30pm, in which we hope to capture the mood of the
Agatha Christie Weekend (see separate article). The programme will be
anchored by Oxford folk trio Three Pressed Men and we are planning to
weave in contributions from a number of our notable musical collaborators.
Once again, watch this space—or more specifically the Cholsey.info web
site, your nearest notice board or the local press—for developments. For
inside information, email me to receive updates on local live music in your
Inbox (that’s ian@cholsey.com again).
Ian Wheeler

DAWN CHORUS
This event took place from 4am on Sunday 26th April in two areas of
Cholsey. Paul Chandler led one group around Cholsey Marsh, where they
recorded a total 32 species, including a Water Rail and a Grasshopper
Warbler plus other wetland specialists such as Sedge and Reed Warblers.
I took the other group from The Forty to The Lees and Cholsey Churchyard
clocking up 29 species including a Tawny Owl, Kestrel, Green Woodpecker
and Swallows. Afterwards from 6am Phil and Mary Dyson generously
provided bacon butties in their Papist Way home. If we repeat this event
next year, I suggest a 4.30 start and at least a week later sometime in May.
Tony Rayner
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CHOLSEY WALKING GROUP (SAS)
We are now getting used to having twenty plus walkers each month.
This welcome increase in numbers has forced us to be better organised,
particularly over transport and booking pub lunches.
In March, we walked around Ewelme and afterwards filled the
Shepherds Hut where we enjoyed an excellent lunch. April saw us exploring
pastures new around Hampstead Norreys. This proved to be an outstanding
walk, and one we are likely to repeat. The White Hart made us most welcome,
another venue that is now on our approved list. In May, Ian Wheeler led
us on another new walk, this time around Steventon and Milton. It was a
revelation to see what exists away from the main roads, whilst also crossing
over and under the A34! The North Star was an unusual and homely venue,
where the landlord opened the pub just for us and provided sandwiches to
all. The June walk started and finished in Cholsey taking us to Lollingdon
and Moulsford before stopping at Red Cow Cottage for a celebratory lunch
kindly provided by Ro Rayner.
Dates for next SAS walks (all meeting at The Forty at 10am on the first
Tuesday every month & open to all): 4th August, 1st September, 6th October,
3rd November.
Tony Rayner

COMMUNITY TEA SHOP – HELP NEEDED!
Since the Community Tea Shop opened in November 2013 on Saturday
mornings at The Pavilion, Station Road, Jennie Kent has kindly acted as
the Tea Shop Organiser. Various Cholsey community groups provide tea,
coffee and home-cakes each week, but Jennie has been organising all this,
dealing with the finances, and liaising with the groups.
Jennie would really like to hand-over this responsibility to some-one
else! Would you be willing to take this on?
The rota of voluntary groups who provide the cakes and man the
Tea Shop is established, so the work is very much about co-ordination,
communication, publicity, and practical issues such as keeping the stocks
up-to-date.
If you might be interested in taking this on, please contact Jennie
Kent on 01491 652100.
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RETURN OF MODEL MANIA?
When, in 1998, I devised Model Mania, Cholsey’s long-running
exhibition of scale and working models, I had no idea that it would be
repeated, by popular demand, year after year for well over a decade.
Eventually others came forward to organise it and carried on the same
formula, sometimes with spectacular features, such as the spine-tingling,
low-level visit from the BBMF’s Avro Lancaster.
Building work at Cholsey School interrupted the regular attacks of
‘model mania’ a few years ago and, to be frank, the necessary momentum
was lost — yet I am still asked if the show might return. The answer to this
question is that it could and that I would be prepared to take the lead again;
but I would have to have help.
A model show of any kind requires specialist knowledge, useful
contacts, administrative skills, good communicators and practical abilities if
it is to succeed. Re-creating Model Mania will probably involve some lateral
thinking in addition to all these. Do we have willing hands and heads in
Cholsey and the surrounding area to give it a try? If you have model-making
interests and would like to consider the project, please get in touch.
Ian Wheeler. Tel. 01491 652295

NEW FACE AT THE COMMUNITY LIBRARY!
I have recently taken over as Library Organiser at Cholsey’s Community
Library at the Pavilion, Station Road. I have been on the library committee
for a couple of years, and I also enjoy a part time position at pre-school. My
love of books and reading stories combine perfectly for me to take on the
position.
The organiser job means keeping our stock up to date and relevant,
sorting the rota of volunteers who open up and man the library, advertising
and promoting our fantastic library and making sure we are an active part
of the fabric of our community. We are always looking for new volunteers
and we welcome friends in supporting us.
Amanda Taylor. Tel. 07747012002 01491 651993
Email Cholsey.library@gmail.com
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CHOKO
‘Under new management’
The Choko AGM this year was a celebration of what has been
achieved over the last 10 years of linking CHOlsey with KOdumela in South
Africa. The third and last visit of Choko representatives to Kodumela had
just ended and we were shown the results of our efforts - the development
undertaken by the community there (supported by us through World Vision)
is now judged to be on a sustainable basis and the project will end in
September. It was good to see that Kodumela is more able to stand on its
own feet but at the same time sad that many personal links will be severed.
However, the link between the schools there and Cholsey School will
continue and will build on the partnership that has been developed over
the years. Specifically, they are being encouraged to adopt the good practice
seen in Cholsey school during their last visit of child-centred learning:
intervening on a one-to-one basis if a student is falling behind. This practice
has been enthusiastically taken up by the 2 schools that we are linked with
and now the resources, materials and ideas are being rolled out to 17 other
schools in the area!
Our main focus now for Choko going forward is to link Cholsey with
another Area Development Programme run by World Vision in Ntwetwe in
Uganda. We have started sponsoring a child in Ntwetwe and we will be
looking to identify specific projects in the area that we can focus our fundraising activities on. More information will be presented at the Beer Festival
in September.

Ntwetwe School
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Meanwhile we have to say goodbye
to Bev and James Butler who are stepping
down as chair and secretary and Estelle
Browne who is passing on the treasurer’s
baton. Choko would not have achieved
what it has (£150,000 raised over 10
years) without their dedicated hard
work and passion for the projects that
we have supported. The new committee
and officers face an exciting challenge
in forging the same sort of link with
Ntwetwe. But Choko is much more than
the committee - it is an opportunity for
the whole of Cholsey - individuals and
other groups and societies to explore the
Bearing gifts of fruit
possibilities afforded by this ‘Community
Linking Project’ to offer friendship and help to an impoverished part of
Uganda and see the sort of changes that have happened in Kodumela.
For more information visit the web-site: www.choko.org.uk or get in
touch: info@choko.org.uk
Anthony Gibbons and Val Bolt (Joint Committee Chair)

Local Well

New hospital built with support from World
Vision UK 2013
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CONCERT BAND: NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
The Cholsey & Wallingford Concert Band started in September 2014
and we rehearse at the Great Hall, Cholsey Meadows, every Monday night
(except Bank Holidays) from 7.30pm- 9.30pm.
We are looking to welcome new members who can play to a high
standard and are committed and reliable. Woodwind, brass, string bass and
percussion players welcome! We play music ranging from classical/film to
more modern. Our first concert was in May 2015 and we are endeavouring to
grow the band so we can play at different events and continue to host more
of our own concerts to raise funds for the band and local charities.
The band is still in the early stages so we are also interested in
finding local sponsors to help support the band. The band can offer musical
accompaniment for company events in return and advertising in return.
For more information or sponsorship opportunities please contact
us via our website (www.cholseywallingfordcb.co.uk), drop us an email
at cholseycb@gmail.com or phone 07590 280507.
Kalinda Francomb

CHOLSEY 5-0 CLUB
Our small and friendly club meets on the first Friday in every
month. We have a variety of speakers and entertainments. We have recently
had a skittles night and a quiz night both of which, all who participated,
thoroughly enjoyed. At the beginning of June, Angela Rowlands came to
give us a very interesting talk about her experiences of trekking through
the Cambodian jungle and her traumatic experience of being caught up
in the tragic earthquake in Nepal whilst raising money for Leukaemia and
Lymphoma Research.
Our Autumn programme starts in September with Joey Fanstone’s trip
to Kenya as a volunteer with the Nasio Trust. Tony Rayner, who is always
highly entertaining, will be joining us in October, and the subject of our
November meeting is the Donkey Sanctuary.
Please come and join us, a warm welcome awaits you. If you would
like any further information please do not hesitate to ring me.
Ann Davies.   Tel. 01491 201619
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CHOLSEY SCOUT GROUP
2014-15 has been a busy year for 1st Cholsey Scout Group. The
numbers of children coming to Beavers, Cubs and Scouts each week has
increased on last year, and with Cubs now in three packs, Beavers over
two nights and increasing numbers staying on for Scouts, the group is now
the second largest in the District. 2014-15 saw a busy programme for all
sections.
In July 2014, the Group held their annual water fight, a highly
competitive event, with much verbal jostling beforehand by the leaders.
All sections were represented well, tooled up with various water fighting
equipment, and was hotly contested. The prestigious cup went to Beavers
this time, however as soon as they were dry, plans were already being
drawn for the 2015 water fight.

In addition to the weekly meetings, all sections have held various
camps/away-day activities during the last year. Examples include, Christmas
camps – Panto sleepover for Beavers (oh no they didn’t), and Spy camp for
cubs, Cubs had to put their skills to the test to complete Survival camp
in April and then the Scouts had to work together and complete Strategy
camp.
There has been some organizational change: September 2014, saw
Cholsey Beavers split into two groups, to help ease the strain on the waiting
list. Beavers now run on Monday and Thursday nights and have 50 children
regularly attending each week.
In May 2015, members of the Beaver and Cubs section attended an
awards ceremony at Youlbury Scout camp, to receive their Bronze Awards
(Beavers) and Silver Awards (Cubs), the highest awards available in their
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sections. Very well done to all who received their awards.
2016 will be an exciting one for 1st Cholsey Scouts – not just does it
mark the centenary of the Cub section, but it is also 50 years since the Scout
Group was established in Cholsey. Plans for a 50th anniversary celebration
are in progress…
1st Cholsey Scout Group couldn’t exist without the loyal support and
dedication of all its leaders to provide a programme to the young people
of the community – a huge thanks to go to all leaders who have worked
with the Group in the last year and who continue to do so. If you would like
to get involved in the Scout Group and join the fun friendly team, please
contact Bruce Nicholson (gsl@cholseyscouts.org or 0776 500 6598) or any
of the leaders who run the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts sections.
1st Cholsey will be holding an open day on Saturday 19th September
2015, at the Scout Hall, which will be open to all members of the community.
Further details of this will be announced in due course.
www.Cholseyscouts.org

YOUTH CLUB
The youth club hit the ground running this term with music sessions at
the Thursday night (Years 7-8) sessions and boxing lessons on the Tuesday
sessions (Years 9-10).
The music sessions were run by Readipop – a music charity set up
in Reading who support artists and facilitate sessions such as those at
our club. Readipop brought African drums, electric guitars, keyboards and
electronic mixing equipment along with the know-how to get our young
people participating and mixing their own tunes – which will hopefully be
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featured on our website by the time this goes to print. With the summer
progressing we will hopefully be able to make the most of the lighter
evenings and better weather and spend the rest of the summer outdoors
playing sports, going on treasure hunts and hopefully a BBQ towards the
end of term.
The older sessions had a very different vibe with some young people
and volunteers learning basic boxing skills in intense (exhausting!) sessions
in the first three weeks after Easter. The Tuesday sessions are now open
every week and new members are very welcome. The club has access to
funding to support activities that anyone wants to do – so if you are the
right age, feel free to come down with some suggestions for activities you’d
like to try out.
Vicky

ALAN AYCKBOURN AT THE GREAT HALL
Cholsey Amateur Dramatic Society - the Cads!
On Friday 19th June, Cholsey’s newly formed amateur dramatics
‘wing’ of the long-established Pantoloons, treated us to an evening’s great
entertainment with 3 short plays from Alan Ayckbourn’s ‘Confusions’: A Talk
in the Park; Between Mouthfuls; Gosforth’s Fete.
The Great Hall was arranged cafe-style, so that drinks and a delicious
chilli supper could also be enjoyed.
More performances are planned so if you are interested in getting
involved on-stage or behind the scenes, please contact:
Cathy Harrison. Tel. 01491 201694
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NATURE NOTES
What are the chances that FIFA cleans up its act? What are the
chances that BBOWT devise a management plan to restore Cholsey Marsh
to its former glory and involve local residents? What are the chances that
the Caps Lane Roadside Verge Nature Reserve can be restored to the
condition it was in before it became a nature reserve? What are the chances
that the County Council can resist making the same mistake over another
proposal to dig up the Cholsey countryside for gravel extraction? What
are the chances that Wallingford will defend Winterbrook from housing
development having robbed Cholsey of one of its crown jewels? *
This article makes no attempt to answer any of these questions, but
it will be interesting to see what happens. Instead this piece is all about
insects – cue for all but the young readers to turn rapidly to the next pages!
Thanks to the work of numerous British naturalists, we now know
much about our flora and fauna. One wildlife group which tends to slip
below the radar are moths. Our knowledge of these insects is generally poor,
but they can be easily studied from within any garden. In Britain there are
just over 60 species of butterflies, whilst moths number over 2,500 species.
So on numbers alone, moths merit far more attention than butterflies.
One question that is often asked is – what is the difference between
moths and butterflies? One answer is that butterflies fly by day and moths
are nocturnal. Although generally true, there are more moth species flying
by day than butterflies. No matter, butterflies are bright and highly coloured,
whereas moths are dark and drab. Once again there is a problem with this
distinction as many moths are just as pretty and colourful as the brightest
butterflies. No matter, because there is a distinction when it comes to their
antennae. Butterflies have antennae with club-shaped ends, whereas moths
have antennae that end in a point – don’t they? Whilst this is generally true
there are some moth groups such as burnets and clearwings that have
clubbed antennae! No matter, because most moths have a special hinged
arrangement linking forewings with hindwings, whereas butterflies do not.
But don’t imagine that this is the end of the story, because some prominent
lepidopterists believe there is no difference between butterflies and moths!
There are excellent field guides of macro moths, but these guides
normally omit the micro moths. This is unfortunate given that micros
considerably outnumber the macros. Never mind, for in the last few years
field guides of micros have been published.
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You might expect that the macros must be larger than the micros.
Well not exactly, for several micro species are larger than many macros!
The final piece in this jigsaw is to understand that if moths in a family
are generally large, then even their smallest members will be classified as
macros. Whereas if a family group is generally small, even exceptionally
large members will be classified as micros. Simple really!
If you are still with me, why not invest in a field guide? Those that have
illustrations have the potential to be shown accurately to size and picture
important distinctive features, whereas this is often not true of photographic
guides.
Trapping moths is easy, anyone can do it and you will learn a lot
about what flies around your garden at night. Buy the best trap you can
afford from a reputable dealer – the Robinson trap is easy to set up and
retains most of the moths that enter it.
When opening up the trap you never know quite what to expect,
and there is always the possibility of catching a rarity or even a species
new to Britain. Climate change has increased the chances of capturing the
unexpected. However you don’t need rarities to make the hobby interesting,
because many moth species are large, spectacular and easy to identify.
You can stay up late recording the moths as they fly in, but I prefer
to open the trap in the morning. Useful to photograph any notable moth
to back up your record, and aim to release the moths unharmed when you
have completed making
notes of what you have
caught.
The opportunity to
make a new discovery
using modern equipment
and easy to follow guide
books has never been
better – so how about
giving it a go?
EASTENDER

Elephant Hawk Moth

* [Please see The Forty’s disclaimer on inside back cover. Eds !]
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CHOLSEY DIARY
Don’t forget the Community Tea Shop at the Cholsey Pavilion 10am - 12.30pm every
Saturday (not open on August 8). COPA (Cholsey’s Older People’s Advice project)
volunteers are also available to give advice and information at the Community Tea
Shop.
JULY 2015
SAT 18-SUN 19 CWR Guinness Diesel Hauled Trains
WED 22 Cholsey WI. ‘Women in Victorian Times’ talk by Jane Stubbs. Cholsey 		
Pavilion. 7.30pm
SAT 25-SAT 1 AUG Boys’ Brigade Annual Camp at Chideock, Dorset
SUN 26
Community Cafe and Sunday Breakfast at the Great Hall. 10am - 		
12noon
AUGUST 2015
SAT 1-SUN 2 CWR Teddy Bears Weekend Trains
TUES 4
SAS Walking Group. Leaves from The Forty. 10am
SAT 8
Big Annual Cholsey Show. Whitehead Meadow. 12.30-5.30pm See 		
p20
SUN 9
Community Cafe and Sunday Breakfast at the Great Hall. 10am - 		
12noon
FRI 14
50 Club Garden Party. 18 Rothwells Close. 1.00pm
SAT 15
CWR Fish & Chips Train – see website for details
FRI 21
Cholsey Golf Society day at Dinnington Valley, Newbury.
SUN 23
Community Cafe and Sunday Breakfast at the Great Hall. 10am - 		
12noon
WED 26 Cholsey WI. ‘The Order of the Garter’ talk by Angela Panrucker. 		
Cholsey Pavilion. 7.30pm
SAT 30-SUN 31 CWR Diesel Train weekend
SEPTEMBER 2015
TUES 1
FRI 4
FRI 4
SAT 5

SAS Walking Group. Leaves from The Forty. 10am
Cholsey 50 Club. Talk by Joey Fanstone on trip to Kenya as a Nasio 		
Trust Volunteer. The Old School. 8.00pm
Nursing at Fair Mile. History Talk. Great Hall. 7.30pm see p30
Boys’ Brigade training starts for Severn Challenge 2017

45
SAT 5

St. Mary’s Church Balloon and BBQ Festival. Jubilee Field. 5.00-		
10.00pm. Weather dependent.
SAT 5-SUN 6 CWR Trains at Bunkfest
SUN 6
Authors’ Day. Cholsey Pavilion. 2 - 5pm. A Cholsey 1000 Plus Event 		
see p31
SUN 6
Silver Band at Castle Gardens, Wallingford. 3.00pm
SAT 12
Cholsey Tennis Club. Jumble Sale. Cholsey Pavilion. 2.00pm
SUN 13
Community Cafe and Sunday Breakfast at the Great Hall. 10am - 		
12noon
SUN 13
Hortsoc members trip to Wisley (RHS) Gardens. see p20
SUN 13
CAPA Pumpkin, Marrow & Sunflower Competition. CAPA Patch. 		
10.30am
FRI 18
Cholsey Golf Society Captain’s Day and Presentation Dinner. Goring &
Streatley Golf Club.
FRI 18-SUN 20 Agatha Christie Weekend. see p46
SAT 19
A Touch of Agatha Christie. Concert at Cholsey Church. 7.30pm. p46
SAT 19
Scouts Open Day. Cholsey Scout Hall. Time tbc.
SAT 19-SUN 20 CWR Trains at Agatha Christie Weekend
SUN 20
W.I. Cream Teas on The Forty. Celebrating 100 Years. Time tbc. see 		
p22
WED 23 Cholsey WI. Health & Safety in the Home. Cholsey Pavilion. 7.30pm
SAT 26
CHOKO Beer Festival. Laurence Hall. 12.00-11.00pm. see p32
SUN 27
Community Cafe and Sunday Breakfast at the Great Hall. 10am - 		
12noon
OCTOBER 2015
FRI 2
Cholsey 50 Club. Talk by Tony Raynor. The Old School. 8.00pm
FRI 2
Boys’ Brigade Junior Top Team Quiz. Bus departs 5.30pm
SAT 3-SUN 4 CWR 1940’s Weekend
TUES 6
SAS Walking Group. Leaves from The Forty. 10am
FRI 9
CAPA AGM. The Old School. 7.30pm
FRI 10
Barn Dance. Great Hall, Fairmile. A Cholsey 1000 Plus Event
SUN 11
Cholsey Free Church Harvest Thanksgiving. 10.30am
SAT 17
Boys’ Brigade Junior Ten Pin Bowling. Bus departs 1.00pm
SAT 17
Sempre Chittara, classical guitar concert. Venue tbc. 7.30pm. 		
A Cholsey 1000 Plus event.
WED 28 Cholsey WI Harvest Supper & Quiz Social. Cholsey Pavilion. 7.30pm
SAT 31-SUN 1 NOV CWR Halloween Trains
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NOVEMBER 2015
TUES 3
FRI 6

SAS Walking Group. Leaves from The Forty. 10am
Cholsey 50 Club. Talk about local Donkey Sanctuary. The Old School.
8.00pm
FRI 6
Bonfire Night Celebrations. Cricket Pitch Cholsey Meadows. 6.00pm.
A 1000 Plus, CCDT, Scouts, and Cricket Club event! see p47
SUN 8
Cholsey Silver Band at Wallingford Remembrance Parade. 10.30am
SUN 8
Cholsey Silver Band at Cholsey Remembrance Service. 3.00pm
FRI 20
Cholsey Tennis Club Quiz. Cholsey Pavilion. 7.30pm
SUN 22
Have A Go Day. Cholsey Pavilion. 11.00am-4.00pm. A Cholsey 1000 		
Plus Event.
WED 25 Cholsey WI Craft Night & Pudding Club. Cholsey Pavilion. 7.30pm
SAT 28-SUN 29 CWR Forces Santa Special Trains

CLASSES AT THE GREAT HALL
From September, there will be a whole new range of classes and
activities at the Great Hall. Why not try something new this Autumn?
Sundays: Sewing Classes 7-8.30pm. Starting 13/09/2015
Mondays: Art Workshops 10.30am-12pm. Starting  07/09/2016
Tuesdays: Gentle Yoga 11am-12.30pm. Starting 08/09/2015
Tuesdays: Pilates 1-2.15pm. Starting 08/09/2015
Wednesday: Mindfulness Meditation 7.30-9pm. Starting 16/09/2015
Thursdays: French Conversation 12-1pm. Starting 10/09/2015
Thursdays: Dynamic Yoga 7.30-9pm. Starting 10/09/2015
Fridays: Mindfulness Meditation 1-2.30pm. Starting 18/10/2015

Helen Jiggins 01491 652339 info@cholseycdt.org.uk

AGATHA CHRISTIE WEEK-END
September 18th - 20th in Cholsey and Wallingford!
Planning is well underway for another interesting and entertaining
Agatha Christie Week-end this year. There will be an ‘exclusive interview
with Agatha Christie’ and a film at the Corn Exchange on the Friday; guided
walks along the Agatha Christie trail in both directions on Saturday and
Sunday including a ride on the CWR Heritage Railway; special exhibitions
both at Cholsey Old School and Wallingford Museum, and we are hoping to
have a concert with ‘a touch of Agatha Christie’ in Cholsey Church on the
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Saturday evening.
As this week-end also coincides with the WI Centenary Celebrations
(see p22), there will also be Cream Teas on The Forty on the Sunday
afternoon.
Keep an eye out for more information nearer the time.

BONFIRE NIGHT 2015!
Friday 6th November at the Great Hall
Although we are still hoping to enjoy a lovely Summer and a beautiful
Autumn in between times, planning is already underway for this year’s
Bonfire Night. We are hoping to have a big fire, a Guy Competition, fireworks,
barbecue and bar.
The event is a joint event between Cholsey 1000 Plus, Cholsey CDT,
Cholsey Cricket Club and Cholsey Scouts.
As last year’s fireworks were kindly sponsored by Thomas Homes, this
year we will need to raise the money to pay for this. Lots of people kindly
put some money in the buckets last year towards the costs of a 2015 event,
but we will need to raise some more!
If you would like to help, please do get in touch.
Sue Jeffs. Tel. 01491 651164

su-ej@hotmail.co.uk

LETTER
Dear Editors,
Following my mother’s death I wish to try and get hold of a painting
of the area, possibly of Cholsey perhaps the Church or the Forty, that I can
hang to remember the many times I visited Cholsey and the surrounding
area. I seem to remember on visits to concerts in the Town Hall at Didcot
some time ago there were some very nice suitable paintings, some of which
were for sale. Does anyone know of any suitable painting that I could buy?
Alternatively, I am willing to commission a painting, but I would wish to see
samples of the artist’s work first. Thank you.
Richard S Thom
89 Chepstow Close, Stevenage, Hertfordshire, SG1 5TT Tel. 01438 235634
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CHOLSEY ART SHOW - WHAT A SUCCESS!
Cholsey’s Art Show, held over the week-end of 17th
-18th May and organised jointly between Cholsey 1000
Plus and Cholsey CDT, was a fantastic success!
Held at the Great Hall, there were over 70 pieces of
art work, crafts and photographs from artists in Cholsey
and Moulsford. Included were oil and water colour
paintings, giclee prints and photographs, fabulous quilts
(not for sale), glass fusion crafts, jewellery, sculpture, and
lots more!
People came to look from before opening time,
with the first art
work having been bought within
15 minutes of opening! Many also
treated themselves to a lovely piece of
original art for their walls, and many
also came to enjoy the cakes on offer!
There was a competition to
vote for your favourite piece, and the
‘people’s choice’ was Brian Butcher’s
Bluebell Wood (below... sadly not in
the vibrant blue colours in which it was painted!).

It’s not definite yet but we’ll probably do it again next year - so don’t
be shy, get painting and crafting!
Sue Jeffs on behalf of the organising group
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AFRICAN SANCTUS - WHAT A PRIVILEGE
I had the great privilege in June of
attending a performance of the African Sanctus
held at St Mary’s, Cholsey. With nearly 200 in
the audience and nearly 70 performers, the
church was packed.
It was performed by the Cranford Choral
Society as their 20th anniversary concert with
the aid of Wallingford Children’s choir, Backbeat percussion (a world class
percussion group) and soprano Maureen Braithwaite, amongst others.
Before the performance itself we were given a brief but fascinating
illustrated talk by the younger brother of the composer, David Fanshawe,
on his brother’s trips to East Africa in the early 70s when he recorded the
traditional music which gave rise to African Sanctus.
African Sanctus is a Latin Mass that was written to interweave with
the recorded African music (and sometimes other sound effects). It was not
always “easy listening” but it was always immensely powerful and moving.
Personally, I found the “Crucifixus” which was right at the centre of the
piece, when everything was happening - 60 singers, percussion, soprano,
keyboard, guitars, African war-drums and a tropical rainstorm - the most
moving section of the whole concert. It was so overwhelmingly powerful that
I was shaking by the end of it. You could feel all the evil and violence of
the world being loaded onto Christ’s shoulders on the cross. But throughout
the whole section, the sopranos where singing “et resurrexit” – proclaiming
the resurrection. It was a wonderful depiction of what happened at the
cross at Calvary 2000 years ago: God, in the person of his own Son, taking
upon himself all the consequences of evil in the world including our own
sin. It must have been utterly overwhelming (no wonder Jesus cried out “My
God, my God why have you forsaken me” ). And yet…and yet the promise
of resurrection was there – gloriously fulfilled on that first Easter morning.
In a world that tragically is still filled with violence and suffering which
at times can seem utterly overwhelming, it was wonderful to be reminded
that like a seed of a mighty oak that is secretly growing up through the
dark soil, one day the Kingdom of God, powered by his love and by the
resurrection life of Jesus will usher in peace for all.
Andrew Petit, Vicar of St Mary’s Church 01491 651216.
andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
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SEVERN CHALLENGE 2015
The Severn Challenge is a 106 mile
dash down the river Severn starting at
Welshpool in Wales and ending at Saul
Junction between Gloucester and Sharpness.
There were 9 crew at the start of the 2015
Challenge and at the end just 4 would remain with only 2 completing the
full distance.
Day one sees a start at 65 meters above
sea level. The river at this point is very fast
running, dropping about a meter every 2
miles. The teams were about 4 miles in when
the first casualty of the day was suffered.
The boat containing Wallingford’s Fin and
Malcolm struck a tree and decanted the pair
into the river. Although Fin and Malcolm were
able to climb the steep bank out of the river
the boat ran on and jammed under a tree. Nev
and Malcolm recovered the boat by standing on the boat to force it to sink
and then swimming with the upturned boat downstream to a point where
it could be extracted. The day ended at Montford Bridge just into England.
Day three saw both of the Wallingford boats on the water side by side
all day. The boats ran over old fishing weirs and many other obstructions
with no problems at all and by the end of day three they had covered a total
of 54.5 miles and were in Ironbridge.
Day four say the boats run down to Stourport in an 18.5 mile dash
passing through the centre of
Bewdley along the way, where a
short stop was made to take on ice
creams and befriend a few locals. It
was on this day that the boat with
Nev and Fin on board posted a 7km
run in just 30 minutes that is an
average speed of 9mph running
into the wind with large waves
breaking over the boat and this was
the fastest section covered at any
point.
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Day seven and the final day. The young people made the support staff
breakfast and we then left for the final section. Gloucester Docks down the
Sharpness Canal to Saul Junction and the end. This section is along the
Gloucester and Sharpness ship canal and the crews had to paddle into
a 45 mile an hour head wind. The result of this is that the 2 Bath boats
dropped out after about 2 hours with the remaining Cholsey/Wallingford
boat completing the 106 miles in 30 hours and 7 minutes.
The whole challenge is littered with a variety of river conditions from
very fast moving water to flat calm water with no flow. From blistering
sun shine to a force 5 gale. The river is not officially navigable for the
first 60 miles of the challenge and crews face many obstacles along the
way including boulders, shallows and old weirs. We are very proud that
Wallingford was the only boat to run the full distance.
As a result of their performance Chris and Sophie have been awarded
sponsorship to become instructors. They have over the last two months
undertaken the first part of this training and will now go one to gain their
coaching certificates.
The next Severn Challenge will be at Easter in 2017 but the training
will start from September this year. We already have 4 members in training
and with the arrival of a new boat over the coming months we hope that
we can enter at least 6 into the 2017 challenge. If you are over 11 now and
would like to be considered for the next challenge, contact us about joining
the training.
In other news from the Boys’ Brigade: 3rd Wallingford (Cholsey) under
11s came second in the Oxfordshire Swimming Gala and 1st Wallingford
over 11s were the winners of their age group.
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CHOLSEY TENNIS CLUB
We held a very successful “TRY TENNIS FOR FREE” day on May 17th
which resulted in some new members for the club both juniors and adults,
and people thinking about playing tennis again and joining in our rusty
rackets and tennis express programmes that we have to offer!
Why not you as well? Come and visit us on Tuesday evenings for adults
from 6.30pm or on a Sunday morning 10am-12noon for family sessions.
For the first time this year we entered junior teams ‘8 & under’ and ‘9 &
under’ in the Oxfordshire league, which those juniors taking part thoroughly
enjoyed.
Coaching is available for juniors and adults please visit the website
for details: www.cholseytennisclub.co.uk

WALLINGFORD HOCKEY CLUB
Seeking new players
Enthusiastic and ambitious players are required to join Wallingford
Hockey Club for the start of the 2015/16 season. The Club has 5 men’s
and 4 ladies sides as well as its thriving junior section – one of the most
admired academies in the country with over 250 juniors. The Men’s teams
play from the Regional Division 1 to Division 9 of the MBBO leagues whilst
the Ladies play from the South League 3A to Division 5 of the TrySports
leagues. We are keen to hear from all players wishing to play at these
levels, but particularly those in the local area who fancy a new challenge
and may wish to test themselves at a higher level than their current clubs
can offer. Equally those players who have to settle for a reserve role in a
higher league team are encouraged to come and gain a starting role in our
teams.
We are serious about moving the Club forward and are once again
offering half-price subscriptions to all new members for the 2015-16
season, so there has never been a better time to come and join us for a
new challenge with pre-season starting in August.
www.wallingfordhc.org.uk, info@wallingfordhc.org.uk, @whc1894
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CHOLSEY GOLF SOCIETY
Our recent Charity Race Night, despite a disappointingly low turnout
was very successful and raised £250 for local groups.
For the 6th year running, we have sponsored a barrel for CHOKO’s
Beer Festival and supported Cholsey Bluebirds with a donation of £50.
Also, this year we have donated £100 to CHIPS (Cholsey Holiday Summer
Playscheme).
We are proud of our tradition of supporting local organisations and
the total for this year is a magnificent £1050.
Over the past 8 years, with your support, we have raised over £5000
– a tremendous achievement from just a small group of golfers – well, they
claim to be !

The Golf
Well, with just 2 golf days left before our Captain’s Day and Presentation
Dinner at Goring & Streatley in September, there are 6 contenders for the
League title : Dave Evans at 10,000-1, Dave Miners at 3,000-1, Alex Stacey
at 3-1, and the joint favourites at Evens, Ian Brown & Andy Halstead. It
promises to go down to the wire as they say.
It’s been a brilliant year with some cracking courses, superb/
interesting & unique golf, excellent weather, delicious food and above all,
good humour and “wicked” wit!
If interested in joining one of the friendliest group of golfers you’re
ever likely to meet, contact their secretary, Dave Evans at dave.vans@virgin.
net
We have 30 members at present, with handicaps ranging from 7 to 28,
and we play monthly at various courses in Oxfordshire and neighbouring
counties.
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CHOLSEY UNITED
The Easter instalment saw Cholsey United clinging on to the top spot
in UTVL Division Two. So did we win it I hear you cry? Well... no.
To be fair it was a pretty big long shot even back in April and
Kennington Athletic ended up clear victors some 12 points ahead of the
second place team.
CUFC ended in a solid third place dictated by a fantastically close 1-0
victory (and league double) over rivals ‘The New Club’. An extra special win
given the somewhat weakened side that Cholsey put out (mentioning no
names of secretaries!).
A Semi-Final exit saw the end of Devenney Cup dreams. Cholsey went
2-0 up but ran out of steam just as the 90 mins closed levelled at 2-2.
Blackbird FC (2 leagues higher) went on to win 4-2 after E.T. thanks in most
to a large supply of capable subs. So close.
A turbulent year that saw managers and players coming and going
but an overall very respectable position in a league that was much tougher
than anyone expected. A big thank you from the club goes to manager
Adam ‘Nige’ Cox for keeping with it till the end.
The great news is the Cholsey United FC will run again next season in
the newly re-shaped UTVL Division 1. We are looking for players and have
an open training evening (likely a game) on July 29th @ Cholsey Rec 7pm
start. We encourage all 15+ players along to try out. A solid and sizeable
squad will be key to next season so even if you can’t make all Sundays
please come along (it should be noted that 5 subs can be named and used
in our league games).
As ever the Flippy Fox memorial game is on track and aimed for
August bank holiday weekend (Sunday 30th). Please check the website for
details nearer the day.
David Dewey: secretary@cholseyunitedfc.co.uk
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CHOLSEY BLUEBIRDS
Chairman’s comments
As Cholsey Bluebirds approaches its 50th anniversary in 2017, I am happy to report
that the club is in good health. The number of young children participating in football is high
and because we are continuing to invest in the development of our managers, the quality
of coaching they are receiving is improving all the time. Our club’s excellent reputation for
being friendly, fun and fair remains strong and the feedback about our tournament has
been really good.
I would personally like to thank all club officials, players and their family members
for making all this happen. My time as Club Chairman is coming to an end. It now requires
someone with fresh energy and ideas to build on this great platform we have all created. I
wish them and our club continued success. Glenn Hawkins

Rising Stars
Last year I took over Steve Wilkinson’s role to coach the Rising Stars, the kids told
me his body couldn’t keep up with them anymore and they needed someone younger. I’ve
watched the Rising Stars progress further and further as they learn more grass root skills.
I had full faith in them to cope playing a year above, so I entered them into the Cholsey
Tournament. The team reached the final in the plate competition and came runners up.
I hope to coach throughout my career as coaching the Rising Stars has been great fun
and a good way to help others as well as yourself. I’ve had a great assistant too – thanks
Freddie, you were a great help. I’ve had so much fun with all the kids and hope they all
keep enjoying football and have a really good season next year playing competitive football.
Howard Hawkins & Freddie Wilkinson (who was a regular assistant during the first half
of the season).

Under 7s (5 aside)

What a great first full season for the boys. We’ve had a maximum squad of 14 from
the off, a waiting list of others wanting to join, and no drop-outs over the course of 9 months
- meaning we hope to start our second season with the same squad that started the first.
Results in the first half of the season were mixed, with a rough split of wins, draws and
losses. However, when the divisions were re-drawn after Christmas we went on a fantastic
run, with a 100% win rate which would have clearly put us top of the league (though official
results aren’t published for this age group). We’ve been keen to keep a friendly, co-operative
spirit in the team, meaning that we actively rotate positions and try to substitute evenly. The
boys come from at least 4 different schools and it’s been great to see them grow into a more
cohesive unit - especially as they wouldn’t ordinarily know each other. Tom Barker
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Under 8s (5 aside)

Another fantastic season for the team ! We have all worked really hard to work on our
game craft this year. We have become solid in defence, hard working in midfield and deadly
in front of goal. The first half of the season we came into the trophy event with some mixed
results. We scraped through into the event by the skin of our teeth and managed to work our
way into the final for the second year running. Sadly the boys had their first of many heart
breaks that all good Englishmen will attest to. We lost on penalties after extra time.
We managed to ride out the second half of the season - even though at the start of
the campaign we just couldn’t seem to score. We managed to get to semi-final of the trophy
event and were beaten. This was a good turning point for the boys though, after nearly 2
years of saying it., they took it to heart – “to get the results we are capable of we need to play
as a team and not try to do everything on our own”. Somehow, this time, the lesson stuck.
The new ‹enlightened› Bluebirds started off the tournament season with a local round
robin event where I had my first truly spine tingling moment of beautiful football from the
boys. The football was just getting better. The passing was good, the play was fast and the
effort supreme. We even managed to cap the season off with a fantastic day in the Didcot
tournament from both teams. We both finished second in our group of 7 and one of the
teams managed to get to the final and ended up winning it ! Roll on next season. Mike
Collins

Under 9s (7 aside)

We started the season in the D league and finished in the top 2 and winning the
trophy event final on penalties. This gained us promotion into the winter C league which was
more competitive but we only failed to beat Oxford Blackbirds. The progress from the whole
squad is there for everyone to see. The large squad with players of different standards has
tested both Bazza and my coaching and man management skills to the limit.
Summer tournaments went well reaching our first final and getting beaten on
penalties against a very good Radley side, also semi-finalists at Harwell. Our first win at the
national tournament at Butlins was great and that final whistle will live with me for some
time - the smiles from players and supporters was brilliant and celebrations went on well
into the evening . . . after the children had gone to bed !
Promotion to the B league is our aim for next season and with several new players
showing interest in what we’re achieving as a squad, is great for the club . . . and our hard
working committee.
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Many thanks go out to all my parents whose conduct and encouragement towards
the team and help on match days doesn’t go unnoticed. Thanks to our sponsors Oxford
Spires and Memories of Bengal, to Bazza and Susie for their constant help and of course
to my other half, Jane, and my daughter Millie, for letting me enjoy my passion that is the
beautiful game. Dave Miners (ably assisted by Barry Primmer)

Under 10s (7 aside)
The 2014/15 season could not have finished any better for us; the culmination of
all our hard work resulted in a superb 3-1 victory
away to Radley Youth that saw us win The Spring
Supplementary Trophy. The season had started
with a change in management, Pete McAlister
took over and got off to the best possible start
with a 3-0 win over Florence Park. Up to Christmas
the boys worked hard and were rewarded with
another couple of wins and a draw.
After Christmas we continued to progress and gained another two wins and a draw
amongst a number of close defeats. What was pleasing was the games we were losing, only
by the odd goal and several opposition teams commented on our improvement from last
season. The cherry didn’t quite get to sit upon the proverbial cake but we came mighty close
to a huge upset in the Didcot Tournament. We narrowly lost the final of the main tournament
2-1 to Harwell and Hendred. To show just how far the boy have come Harwell and Hendred
won the A league this year, we play in league F.
This team had often struggled with numbers in past seasons, I’m glad to report that
is no longer the case as we have a full complement signed on and several others involved.
At our age group we play two games a weekend and in 95% of those games this season we
were able to field two completely different sides.
Every single player has giving his all this season and the team as a whole has come
on leaps and bounds. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the parents who are
a credit to the club and the lads.
We will continue to train throughout the summer every Wednesday 6-7pm and
Saturday 10-11:30 (pitch just behind the mound and before the concrete bridge) new players
are most welcome to come along and join in. Pete McAlister

Under 11s (9 aside)
The team exceeded all my expectations before Christmas, winning 6 of their 7 League

matches to top the Table and gain promotion to the “B” League in the New Year.
Following losing the first 2 League games in the “B” League, we won the next three
to make ourselves safe from going back down to the “C” League after just one campaign
- whatever happened in the final 2 games. As it turned out, we lost both - Didcot Casuals
were too strong for us on the day and the last game, against Chalgove Cavaliers, was
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unbelievable with the final result 5-7 after being 0-4 down at half-time.
The
team’s
sportsmanship
is
brilliant,
never
questioning
decisions - they are a credit to themselves, the team and the Club.
Although we shall be losing a few players, we are very much looking forward to next season
already. Dave Evans

Under 12s (9 aside)

The Under 12’s have been through a season of Highs and not quite so Highs! With a
squad of 15 they still regularly found it a challenge to get 9 players on the field on a Sunday
morning but that didn’t stop the effort and commitment of those who did turn out. Over
the season they continued to play an attractive brand of football, creating but not always
finishing many chances and only losing games late on as their legs tired given the extra
workload.
One of the season highlights was in the Cup when playing 7 vs 9 against Berinsfield
after a late change of kick-off time and the subsequent loss of a couple of players, the team,
2-0 down at half-time, came out fighting and ran out 4-2 winners. In the post-Christmas
Spring League, after some Futsal sessions, the team started with a couple of thumping wins
including an 11-2 victory at Summertown which saw 7 different players score, they topped
the league for a few weeks but got pegged back and overtaken, finally finishing mid-table,
but as one of the highest scorers in the League.
Over the season nearly every squad member scored and the teamwork, positive
encouragement of their team mates and 100% commitment shown throughout was a credit
to the players who have again been a pleasure to coach. Hopefully with a couple of additions
to the squad we’ll go into the U13’s season playing 11-a-side with 11-a-side! Andy Chapman

Under 13s (11 aside)
This season our team set about defending our title as A
league winners. The competition was again split into two mini
seasons - Autumn and Spring.
In both the Autumn and Spring leagues we found ourselves
undefeated, sitting at the top of the table. However the finales
played out quite differently. The end of the Autumn season saw
the team at the top of the league with the greatest goal difference.
Sadly league rules do not accept goal difference which forced a play-off and unfortunately
we lost to Harwell and Hendred FC.
The Spring league saw us win every match up to the last fixture of the season so we
knew before kick-off that a win or draw against Summertown Cobras would clinch outright
victory. A tense match followed but a nail-biting draw saw us finish the season champions
of the A league again. We are looking forward to going to the Kassam for a second time this
year to collect the silverware!
In the meantime we are enjoying the fun of tournament season. A brilliant start saw
us win the Abingdon tournament and we also made the semi-finals at Cholsey. This team
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is fortunate to include a fantastic group of boys and parents who thoroughly deserve their
continued success. Steve Wilkinson (Admin Assistant - Karen Fox)

Under 16s (11 a side)
Having won the league as Under 15s, we hoped for another strong season. However,
the pattern that started with a league win as Under 13s, followed by a tough year as Under
14s, continued in the 2014/15 season. In our first league match, the players discovered that
it was no longer “youth” football, with challenges becoming much more physical. However,
we did compete strongly but lost to a couple of late goals. We won our next match (when I
was away - I should have stayed away more often!), which gave cause for optimism. However,
a succession of defeats followed, in spite of the team playing some great football. We played
out a very close game against Carterton in the cup, losing 3-0 to the team who won the
league above ours. In the middle of the season a number of players left the team, and it
looked like we would struggle to finish the season. However, we managed to sign several
new players, and performances finally picked up. All the hard work by the players finally paid
off, winning two of the last three matches in the league to overhaul Faringdon town in the
league. Although it was nice to not finish at the bottom of the table, the most pleasing thing
was to see a great team spirit and a gritty determination ensure those wins. All the boys
who played through to the end of the season should feel very proud of their achievements.
Although this was the last year for this squad, I know many players have already
made plans to play for other sides locally, some in men’s football, and I wish them all the
best with whatever they do.
On a personal note, I have been involved with the team since 2005, when my son
started playing, coached by Johns Rowlands and Harding. Six years ago, I started helping to
run the team, and for the past 4 years have managed the team. I won’t claim it has always
been easy, but it has been hugely rewarding and a privilege to work as part of the bigger
Cholsey Bluebirds team. The amount of work put in by so many people has been amazing
to see, many of them without children playing for the club! It has also been great to meet
such a great bunch of families through the club, I have been very grateful for their help and
support.
Finally, I would like to thank Ian Heapy who has helped me to run the team for the
past four years. I certainly couldn’t have managed it without his help and tireless enthusiasm!
Jon Blackmore

Cholsey Summer Tournament (23/24 May 2015)
Once again it was a highly successful weekend with almost 160 teams participating
– displaying superb skills, tremendous enthusiasm and great sportsmanship. Also, for the
first time, we decided to support a Charity with half our Raffle proceeds (£325) going to The
Air Ambulance (Berks Oxon Berks).
I would like to thank the huge army of parents and
volunteers who make the event happen, the children for their
tireless efforts, our excellent referees and also to our main
sponsor, Thomas Merrifield, and all the other companies and
businesses who have supported us over many years.
It really is one of the best run tournaments in the
County . . . possibly the Country ! Glenn Hawkins (Tournament
organiser)
For more information please visit our website : www.cholseybluebirdsfc.co.uk
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ADULT
LEARNING
Wallingford

Sue Gibbens
St. George’s Road
Wallingford OX10 8HR
836710 or
0845 351 0646

Day and evening courses in many subjects
locally. Info at local libraries or at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
adultlearning@oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.oxfordshire.goc.uk/adultlearning

AGATHA
CHRISTIE GROUP
Cholsey

Tony Rayner

An informal group seeking to promote the
celebrated author’s links with Cholsey, including
helping to organise the Cholsey end of the
annual Agatha Christie Week-end in September

BELLRINGERS
Cholsey

Jenny Jeskins
73Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9PA
651579
Tuesdays
8 – 9 p.m.

Ringers welcome on Tuesdays at 8 p.m. Ringing
on Sundays at 9.15-9.45a.m. Please phone
beforehand if you wish to see the bells or join
the group.
St. Mary’s Parish Church

BLUEBIRDS
FOOTBALL CLUB
Cholsey

Glenn Hawkins
49 Station Road
Cholsey OX10
651314

New players always welcome:
Boys U7, U8, U9, U10, U11, U12, U15,U16

651609

Matches
played SAT
Matches
played SUN

All on Jubilee Field

U7, U8
U9 – U16

Open to girls and boys. Anchors (5-7) 6 p.m.;
Juniors (8-11) 7 p.m.; Company (11+) 7.30 p.m.
http://1wallingford.boys-brigade.org.uk
Istwallingford@boys-brigade.org.uk

BOYS’ BRIGADE
1st and 3rd
Wallingford

Nev Keating
Genevieve
Fair Field
Cholsey OX10
652602

1st

Wednesday

6 p.m., 6.45 p.m.

3rd

Tuesday

6 p.m., 6.45 p.m.

BROWNIE
GUIDES
First Cholsey

Amanda Gammer
Flitcroft
2 Croft Villas
Wallingford OX10 8XW
07906 266011
Mondays

BUMPS,
BUNDLES & TINY
TOTS

If you or your daughter would like to know
more, please call 0800 1695901 or visit the
website. Subscriptions are £22.50 / 2 school
terms
amanda_gf@hotmail.com
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

6 p.m. – 7.15 p.m.

Emma Holmes
(Also via Helen Jiggins
01491 652339)

Wallingford Methodist
Church
Baptist Church, Honey Lane,
Cholsey

Laurence Hall

A friendly informal group for parents & carers
with babies up to 18 months, and parents-to-be.
Make friends, share experiences and enjoy tea,
coffee, juice & biscuits. £2 per adult.
Baby change and breast-feeding friendly.
cbbttg@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/cholseyvillage

Fridays

9.30 a.m. - 11.30 a.m.

Great Hall, Fair Mile
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
CADs
CHOLSEY
AMATEUR
DRAMATIC
SOCIETY
Cholsey

Cathy Harrison
25 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
201694

CAPA CHOLSEY
ALLOTMENTS
PROTECTION
ASSOCIATION

Barry Sheldon
(Secretary)
8 Rothwells Close
Cholsey
OX10 9LF
651174

catherine.harrison@environment-agency.gov.uk
Rehearsals
Wednesday
evenings

Monday
quarterly

CHILDREN'S
CENTRE
Wallingford

New Village amateur dramatic group set up to
perform plays in spring/summer. New members
always welcome – on-stage and back-stage.
Performing at the Fair Mile Great Hall.

& others as necessary

01491 835179

Tuesday

CHIPS
Cholsey Holiday
Play Scheme

capasecret@gmail.com

66 or 40 Rothwells Close
Free play and learning opportunities for children
aged up to 5 years run by charity, Action for
Children. One group is run in Cholsey.
For other local groups, call Jenny.
wallingfordcc@actionforchildren.org.uk

1.30 pm to 2.30pm

Claire Humphreys
13 Station Road
Cholsey
651482
In Summer
holidays

Chairman: MS Woodley
AGM in December
New members always welcome

7 p.m.

Jenny Warren
8A Castle Street
Wallingford OX10 8DL

Ann Rostern
33 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
651903

CWR –
CHOLSEY &
WALLINGFORD
RAILWAY

Carolyn Fitzmaurice
9 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
651640

cholseychips@gmail.com
Venue varies

CHOKO has a new mission to link Cholsey with
Ntwetwe in Uganda through friendship,
information and fundraising. School links will be
maintained with Kodumela.
info@choko.org.uk

www.choko.org.uk

CAROLYNFITZM@aol.
com

Great Hall, Fair Mile

5 days of fun & outings for ages 5-11 living in
Cholsey or attending Cholsey School

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

CHOKO

Great Hall, Fair
Mile

www.chokobeerfestival.org.uk

Diesel & steam-hauled trains linking Cholsey
Station & Wallingford. For train & event
information, visit our website.
cwrail@yahoo.co.uk
www.cholsey-wallingford-railway.com
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
CHOLSEY 1000
PLUS
Cholsey’s
Community
Association
THE FORTY
MAGAZINE

Organises fun events open to everyone.
Publishes The Forty, & Welcome to Cholsey Pack,
also Change at Cholsey – again!, Parish Potters,
& Winterbrook and Cholsey’s East End. Helpers
& new Committee members welcome always!
Please contact us to hire the Community P.A.
system for outdoor community events.
info@cholsey.info
To advertise in The Forty http://cholsey.info
magazine, please
forty@piepowder.co.uk (for all Forty copy)
contact Sue Jeffs:
su-ej@hotmail.co.uk

Sue Jeffs (Chair)
8 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
651164
su-ej@hotmail.co.uk

Committee meets
2nd Mon of month

COMMUNITY
CAR SERVICE
Cholsey

Mary Wooliston
15 Brookside
Cholsey OX10 9NN
651768
Ring 4 p.m. – 6
p.m.

COMMUNITY
CHOIR
Cholsey

Duncan Reed
32 Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9PA
651441

Mondays
Term-time only

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
TRUST (CCDT)
Cholsey

Cholsey Great Hall
Off Newlands Way
Cholsey OX10 9GW

COMMUNITY
LIBRARY
Cholsey

Amanda Taylor
7 Fairfield
Cholsey

Trust Administrator
Helen Jiggins
01491 652339

651993
07747 012002
Monday – Friday:
2 p.m. to 4.30
p.m.

Forty Editorial : Judy Dewey
651127
15th February, June and October.

Forty Adverts:
Sue Jeffs
651164

Transport service providing volunteer drivers for
hospital, doctor visits, shopping, etc. For older,
vulnerable or disabled people in Cholsey
fosterwoolly@tiscali.co.uk
On Mon, Wed or Friday
Cholsey’s Community Choir – good fun, different
genres & a professional leader. New singers
always welcome.
Alternative contact: Mark Gray 651333
duncanreed@dwrconsult.demon.co.uk
7.30 p.m.

Free Church,
Honey Lane

The charity CCDT owns and manages community
facilities at Fair Mile/Cholsey Meadows and is
also responsible for helping to create a
harmonious and ‘sustainable’ community in
Cholsey through events and activities. There is a
Membership and Friends Scheme. See our
website for more details.
info@cholseycdt.org.uk
www.cholseycdt.org.uk
Cholsey’s Community Library has 1000s of
books, CDs and DVDs! It is run by volunteers. To
volunteer or for more information, please
contact Amanda.
cholsey.library@gmail.com
Also Friday 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Saturday: 9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.

Cholsey Pavilion,
Station Road
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
COMMUNITY
TEA SHOP,
CHOLSEY

Jennie Kent, 17 Honey
Lane, Cholsey OX10 9NL
652100

Run by volunteers from Cholsey village groups
selling home-made cakes and hot/cold drinks.

Saturdays 10 a.m. to
12.30 p.m.

Cholsey Pavilion, Station Road
Advice and information about a whole host of
issues are available on Saturday mornings at the
Community Tea Shop.

COPA
Cholsey’s Older
People’s Advice
Project
CREATIVE CLUB
Cholsey

Angie Reagan
22 Sandy Lane
Cholsey OX10 9PY
651702
1st & 3rd Tuesday:
7.30 – 9.30 p.m.

CRICKET CLUB
Cholsey

2nd & 4th Monday: 10 a.m. – 12
noon
No meetings on 5th Monday or
Tuesday

Cholsey Library,
Cholsey Pavilion,
Station Road

Richard Williams (Sec)
11 Wyndham Gardens
Wallingford OX10 9AU
838265 (h) 692398 (w)
Wednesday &
Friday
Sunday

DAY CENTRE
TRUST
Cholsey

Inspire and be inspired! Bring your own craft
project, materials and creativity!
£2 per session inc. tea & coffee
regan22@virginmedia.com

Jenny Gay
10 Goldfinch Lane
Cholsey OX10 9LD
200247
Meetings as
required

New players welcome. Friendly league fixtures
played Wednesday evenings & Sunday
afternoons. Junior coaching & BBQ every other
Friday. Cholsey contact: Andy Chapman 07753
949575
6 p.m.
Cricket Pavilion,
Cholsey
2 p.m.
Meadows
Management Committee providing and
maintaining a community centre for older
people
jgchswth@singnet.com.sg
See next entry for...

Day Centre
details

DAY CENTRE
Cholsey

Lin Harding & Jill Scott
Social activities and lunches for older people in
The Old School
Cholsey and around. Also coffee mornings, lunch
Marymead, Church
clubs and talks. Transport can be arranged.
Road
652970
Mon, Weds,
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Friday

FAIR MILE
SPORTS &
SOCIAL CLUB

Hon Sec or Steward
Memberships available. League darts, snooker,
Morning Star
pool. Members, visitors & guests welcome. Also
Papist Way
public bar and home-cooked food (Monday –
Cholsey OX10 9QL
Saturday 12 – 3 p.m.). Sky Sports & BT Sports.
651087
Open 7 days a
12 noon – 11.59 p.m.
The Morning Star
week
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
FIVE-O CLUB
Cholsey

Connie Tappern

FOOTBALL CLUB
Cholsey United

David Dewey
10 Beehive Close
Cholsey OX10 9BF
07946 370794

FREE CHURCH
Cholsey
(Baptist)

Paul E. Revell
Bible Study 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 2.30 – 3.30
4 Marymead
p.m.
Cholsey OX10 9PQ
Sunday service – see below.
651712
Sunday Service
10.30 a.m.
Cholsey Free
Church, Honey
Lane

FRIENDS OF
CHOLSEY PARISH
CHURCH

Howard Gander
37 Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NX
651791

Fundraising for maintenance of St. Mary’s
Church fabric, & to encourage interest in it as a
historic building and a place of worship

GOLF SOCIETY
Cholsey

Secretary
Dave Evans
88 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9QB
01491 652547

Founded in 1991 – over 30 members.
Costs £35 to join & guests always welcome,
whatever standard! Monthly golf days
throughout the year £26 - £50 inclusive of food
(bacon roll on arrival + 2 course lunch).
E: dave.vans@virgin.net
Different local (within 1 hour drive
of Cholsey) golf clubs each month
in Oxon., Berks., Bucks, Hants. &
Wilts. Captain’s Day/Presentation
Dinner in September

651752
First Friday of
month

Golf usually 3rd
Thursday or
Friday each
month
(occasionally a
Thurs)

GUIDES
First Cholsey

GUIDES
Rangers

Linda Saunders
14 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
201479
Monday

Social club for over and approaching 50s living or
working in Cholsey and around. Monthly
meetings, talks and outings.
7.30 for 8 p.m.
The Old School,
Marymead,
Church Road
Adult male football club. Games are on Sunday
mornings. Home fixtures played at Cholsey Rec.
For details see www.cholseyunitedfc.co.uk
E: secretary@cholseyunitedfc.co.uk

For guides aged 10 to 14 years

7.30 – 9 p.m.

Laurence Hall

Liz Butcher
For girls and women aged 14 to 25 years
71 Honey Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NJ
651256
ebutcher@btconnect.com
Contact details to
change in September
Thursday
7.45 – 9.45 p.m.
71 Honey Lane
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
HISTORICAL &
Archaeological
Society (TWHAS)

Judy Dewey
16 Lapwing Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NL
651127

Monthly meetings with illustrated talks. Visitors
always welcome (£3). Active research on local
history & archaeology. Monthly newsletter.
Helps to run Wallingford Museum.
judy@piepowder.co.uk

nd

2 Friday of
month Sept–June

HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Cholsey

Jennie Kent (Sec)
17 Honey Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NL
652100
Store open
Saturdays March
to October

LITTLE FISHES
Baby & Toddler
Group

Joan Adams
3 Kennedy Crescent
Cholsey OX10 9QZ
202491
Tuesday

NETBALL CLUB
Cholsey

Karen Silkstone
1 Slade Road
Cholsey OX10 9PD
201783
Thursday

OPTIMISTS
BADMINTON

Tricia Stanton
19 Queen’s Road
Cholsey OX10 9QX
651987
Monday

PANTOLOONS
Cholsey

Cathy Harrison
25 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
201694

7.45 for 8 p.m.

Wallingford Town
Hall

RHS affiliated. Members’ store with low prices.
Membership: Families £3. Organises annual
village show in August and regular events.
Jennifer_kent@btinternet.com
www.CholseyHortSoc.org.uk
10 a.m. – 12 noon

Station Road
Allotments

Run by St. Mary’s Church, for anyone caring for
a child under 5. A fun & friendly group.
Alternative contact: Church Office 651812
kennethadams4@gmail.com
9 a.m. – 12 noon (term time only)

Laurence Hall

Great fun and good exercise!
k.silkstone@ntlworld.com
7 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Cholsey School

Badminton for the Over-50s. Fun and fitness!
triciapeter.flowers@talktalk.net
2.15 – 4 p.m.

Wallingford Regal

Village amateur dramatic group, performing
annual Pantomime in early December. New
members always welcome – on-stage and backstage. Performing at the Fair Mile Great Hall.
catherine.harrison@environment-agency.gov.uk

Rehearsals Sun
afternoon &

...Wednesday evening

Fair Mile, Great
Hall
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
PTA – Parent
Teacher
Association

Clive Miners
8 Kennedy Cres.
Cholsey
651328
Half-termly

PARISH CHURCH
OF ST. MARY’S

Rev. Andrew Petit
(Vicar)
The Vicarage
Church Road
Cholsey OX10 9PP
651216
Enquiries
welcome at
Vicarage or Office

Alternative contact: Head Teacher, Cholsey
School OX10 9PP. All parents of Cholsey school
children are welcome to join.
clminers@outlook.com
7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m.

Cholsey School

Main Sunday service for all ages at 9.45 a.m.
Creche & children’s group available.
See next entry & website for more details.
andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
www.parishes.oxford.anglican.org
/cholsey

See also next
entry

PARISH CHURCH
OF ST. MARY’S

Madeline Sherratt,
Evening Service 6 p.m. Holy Communion 1st
Lynda Petit
Sunday only. 8 a.m. traditional Communion 3rd
Church Office
Sunday only. At Old School (Day Centre) at 5
Laurence Hall
p.m. 2nd Sunday.
Church Road
mail@cholseychurch.plus.com
Cholsey OX10 9PP
651812
Office open: Mon Thurs 9 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
2-5 p.m. Weds 9
a.m. – 4p.m.

PARISH COUNCIL
Cholsey

Melanie Malcolm
Parish Clerk
Cholsey Pavilion
Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
652255
1st & 3rd
Wednesday

The Parish Council meets fortnightly on a
Wednesday & members of the public are
welcome to attend. Office hours are: Monday –
Thursday 10 a.m. – 12 noon.
cholseypc.clerk@mediummail.co.uk
www.cholseypc.org
7.30 p.m.

Cholsey Pavilion

PAVILION TRUST
Cholsey

James Butler
31 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
651490

Leases, manages & maintains the Cholsey
Pavilion on behalf of the Parish Council.
Management Committee includes stakeholder
members. Hall & facilities bookings are via the
Parish Council, see previous entry.

PRE-SCHOOL
Cholsey

Registration Sec
Cholsey Pre-School
Church Road
Cholsey OX10 9PP

Children may be registered from the age of 1.5
years. Call in to Pre-School for more details.
Contact Tracey Bradley Managing Supervisor
07980 417753
cholseypreschool@googlemail.com

Monday to Friday

8.45 a.m. – 3.15 p.m.

Cholsey PreSchool at Cholsey
School
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
RUGBY CLUB
Wallingford

Colts & Seniors:
Tues & Thurs

SCRABBLE CLUB

7.30 p.m.

Jenny Jeskins
651579
Lin Harding
652970
Monday

SCOUT GROUP
Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts

Mini: U5 – U12; Junior: U13 – U16
Colts: U17 – U19; Senior: 19+
Club originated in Cholsey!
www.wallingfordrugbyclub.com

Des Leroy
641669
07734 791933

Hithercroft
Sports Club

A new club starting on 1st September. Meets
Monday afternoons 2pm to 4pm.

2pm to 4pm

Group Scout Leader
Bruce Nicholson
07765 006598
gsl@cholseyscouts.org

Old School (Day
Centre)

Beavers (age 6-8). Mondays: contact Clive
Miners. Thursdays: contact Jaco Mare
beavers@cholseyscouts.org
Cubs (age 8-10). Contact Ali Crotch-Harvey
07807534913. cubs@cholseyscouts.org
Scout Troop (10 – 14). Contact Andy Sims
652672
scouts@cholseyscouts.org
www.cholseyscouts.org

Monday Beavers
Thursday Beavers
Wednes - Cubs
Wednes - Scouts

SCOUT HALL
and to hire
Inflatable
Assault Course

Please email

SHORT MAT
BOWLS CLUB
Cholsey

Kevin Howarth
The Old Post Office
17 The Forty
Cholsey OX10 9NA
651126

Scout Hall
behind Red Lion

hallhire@cholseyscouts.org
www.cholseyscouts.org

Tuesdays

SILVER BAND
Cholsey

5.45 -7 p.m. term-time.
5.45 – 7 p.m. term-time
6.15 – 7.45 p.m. term-time
7.45 – 9.15 p.m. term-time

Mike Walker (Sec)
14 Freeman Road
Didcot OX11 7DE
01235 - 210289
Tuesday

Short Mat Bowls weekly on 4 mats at the Great
Hall OX10 9GW. New members welcome.
Contact Kevin for more information.
For Great Hall details, see
www.cholseycdt.org.uk
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Great Hall

Cholsey Silver Band welcomes new players
including young people. Please see our website.
Musical Director Peter Church.
mike@mikeannette.plus.com
www.cholseysilverband.co.uk
7 p.m. learners
8 p.m. seniors

Scout Hall
behind Red Lion
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
SUSTAINABLE
CHOLSEY
c/o Sustainable
Wallingford

Mary Miller

Part of Sustainable Wallingford. Interested in
promoting sustainable lifestyles in and around
Cholsey.
mary.miller@blewburtonpartners.com

TENNIS CLUB
Cholsey

Jean Buck
83 Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9PA
651867

Club nights as shown below. Coaching available.
Additional contact: Jenny Robson 651477

ADULTS:
Tuesday

TODDLER
PLAYGROUP
Cholsey

WEA
(Workers’
Educational
Association)

Tony Rayner
Red Cow Cottage
Wallingford Road
Cholsey OX10 9LG
651609
1st Tuesday in
month

WI Cholsey

9.30 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.

Jan Morgan
07919 934712
4th Wednesday of
month

Laurence Hall

Informal village walking group open to all.
Reasonable fitness needed (walks at least 4
miles). Walking boots strongly recommended!
Dates on posters & in The Forty magazine
10 a.m. start

Depart from The
Forty

Day classes in Goring and Watlington – Tuesday
mornings starting in September and January.
For more information, contact: Goring – Alan
Winchcomb 01491 872773; Watlington – Ann
Reed 01865 890428
www.wea.org.uk
10 or 10.30 a.m.

Jenny Jeskins
651579

2nd Thursday of
month

6.30 p.m.
Tennis Courts,
Cholsey Rec.

Friendly atmosphere, lots of toys and activities.
Cost: £1.50 per adult & 50p per child. Under 1s
free.

Sue Jeffs
8 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
651164

Tuesdays

WHIST CLUB

JUNIORS:
Sunday - Summer
Mon/Wed - Winter

Caroline Ward
832384
Kay Johnstone
07717 201376
Thursday

WALKING
GROUP
(SAS) Cholsey

jean.buck3@virginmedia.com
www.cholseytennisclub.co.uk

Goring & Pyrton,
Watlington

Starts again on Thursday 11th September. You
don't need to be an expert, but some knowledge
of the rules is an advantage! £3 per session
including tea and raffle.
7pm

Marymead
Common Room
Lots of fun – share your skills and expertise!
Talks, outings and fun activities. New members
always welcome!
jan951@btinternet.com

7.30 – 9.30 p.m.

Cholsey Pavilion
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
YOUTH CLUB
Cholsey

Youth Worker
To be appointed
Lindsay Ramsay (Chair)
chair@cholseyyouthclu
b.co.uk

The Cholsey Youth Club has its own room at
Cholsey Pavilion and is open for activities and
involvement by Cholsey young people each
week.
The Club is open to school years 9 & 10 on
Tuesdays 7 – 9 p.m., and on Thursdays for years
7 & 8 from 7 – 8.30 p.m. Both sessions are run
during term-time and offer a variety of activities.
Contact the Youth Worker for details .
youthleader@cholseyyouthclub.co.uk

Fair Mile from the air March 2015

CWR in full steam taken from above in tribute to his late father Stuart. Forty Magazine
co-creator and above all railway fanatic! Taken on Father’s Day 2015 by David Dewey

