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Since the first issue in 1987, the role of The Forty magazine has been
to help to keep everyone in the village up-to-date with all that’s happening
in our vibrant community. We are delighted that we now also have our very
informative cholsey.info website, which has recently been joined by a new
Cholsey Village Facebook Page (see page33), and for the first time we are
intending to put The Forty on to the web soon after its publication!
The growth of the village is reflected in the size of this issue - there’s so
much going on! Lovely new venues have enabled new clubs and activities
to find a home - and established activities like the Panto to find a new
home.
Young people in the village feature greatly in this issue, both in
terms of sporting and school successes and activities like scouting. News
from the Cholsey Youth Club (page 22) indicates that our newly appointed
Youth Workers have plenty of initiative and great ideas. Children’s activities
planned for the school holidays are Cholsey’s most ambitious yet. (pages
43 & 44)
The village seems to have a growing number of budding authors, and
the latest addition to our range of local history books, provides a fascinating
look back over two centuries of education in Cholsey (page 25).
Many of the recent and planned events demonstrate how well the
various groups in Cholsey can all work together, for example May Day
(page 45) involved Cholsey 1000 Plus, the Scouts, Cholsey Community
Development Trust, Cholsey School, CHOKO, the Youth Club and Cholsey
Day Centre. Furthermore, the planned Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend
(page 26) demonstrates that we are not totally parochial - we can also work
well with our neighbours in Wallingford!
What a lovely, active community we can all enjoy.
Judy Dewey and Sue Jeffs, Joint Editors
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CHOLSEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The Annual Cholsey Show
The Show is returning to the very popular Whitehead Meadow
location, on Saturday 9 August. This year’s Show will be our 71st! Entry
to the Showground (opens 12.30) is free, and the Marquee with exhibits
will be open from 1pm for disabled people, 1.30pm for the general public.
During the afternoon we have an excellent range of entertainment for all
the family including Cholsey Silver Band, Punch & Judy/Magic Show, Fun
Dog Show, Spinning and Tai Chi displays, vintage vehicles, “Ms. Bun the
Baker”, card-making with Karen, bowl for the “pig”, coconut shy, “splat
the rat”, “hook-a-duck” “steady-hand” game, tombola, car boot sale (look
out for posters!). For your refreshment there will be a Beer Tent, BBQ and
Afternoon Tea Cafe. The Bumper Raffle Draw (top prizes £150 and £50)
and Show Prize-giving will be at approx. 4.30pm. Schedules for Show
entries are available now from the HortSoc Store (Saturday mornings),
Ray Park Butcher, Cholsey Cafe, Barn Fitness, the Complementary Health
Centre, and the Community Library (both in the Cholsey Pavilion). Parking
available opposite the School (disabled entry and parking is via the
Station Road entrance to the Rec). We would be very pleased to hear from
you if you would like to get involved in any way--we are highly dependent
upon volunteers on the day, without whom the show could not take place.
Jennie Kent 01491 652100 jennifer_kent@btinternet.
com, www.CholseyHortSoc.org.uk.

Future Events
Monday 15 September (Autumn) and Monday 17 November (Winter)
Flower Arranging Classes for Beginners with Pam Seymour, who has over
30 years of experience and enjoys passing on her knowledge and tips on
how to produce simple designs with the minimum amount of fuss, using
garden or supermarket bunches. Both are 7.30pm until 9pm at the Day
Centre, Church Road, Cholsey. Details from Pam on 01491 651467.
Sunday 7 September coach trip to Wisley (RHS) Gardens. Tickets are
only £5 to members (you can join for only £3 per household per year!)
Tickets are selling fast so call Irene Creasy now on 01491 200491.
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The Hortsoc Store
We are open every Saturday morning from 10am until noon right
through to October 25th, next to the Pavilion on Station Road. We stock a
wide range of products for local gardeners-- help is on hand to ferry heavy
goods to your car (or village deliveries can be arranged). Do come and
check out the many good-value items for your garden or allotment: Grow
Bags for your tomatoes, £2.10. 8ft canes for your runner beans, 40p each.
Roffeys compost, 3-bag deals (multi-purpose, £16, peat-free £15). Bagged
bark, £3. Bagged fertilizers, e.g. Growmore, 3 kgs. £2.75. Growing Success
Advanced Slug Pellets, 550g £5.60. Plus much, much more!

New Members
Why not join the HortSoc? It’s only £3 per household per year. Wide
range of benefits including discounted gardening products at the Store, and
interesting talks/walks/demonstrations. For latest news and events see our
website at www.CholseyHortSoc.org.uk. Join in-store, or contact Jennie Kent
01491 652100, jennifer_kent@btinternet.com

ABBA NIGHT & 80’S DISCO
Following the Cholsey Show on Saturday 9th August, the Tree House
School is holding an Abba Tribute Band and 80’s Disco in the Cholsey Show
Marquee, Whitehead Meadow, starting at 7.30pm.
Tickets are £9.50 per adult and £5.00 for children over 5. Ticket price
includes food. There will be a licensed bar and car parking is available.
For more information on this fantastic night please ring 07747801264
or info@thetreehouseschool.org.uk
Come and let your hair down at this fun filled evening !!

STRAWBERRY CREAM TEA: 31 AUGUST
Strawberry Tea, supporting Breast Cancer Care
You are invited to Cholsey Great Hall at Fair Mile on Sunday 31st
August from 3pm to 5pm for a quiet and relaxing Sunday afternoon
Strawberry Tea. There will be dainty sandwiches, cream teas and cakes, with
tea, coffee or soft drinks. £5 entry includes a donation to the charity Breast
Cancer Care - you can include a higher donation if you wish. Also a Raffle.
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GREAT HALL OPEN FOR BUSINESS!
The Great Hall at Fair Mile is owned and managed by the charity,
Cholsey Community Development Trust (CCDT). We are keen to make sure
that everyone who is looking for a lovely venue knows about the Hall and
the fantastic facility that it provides for Cholsey (see The Big Lunch p21)
As well as being available for large social and community events, the
Hall is big enough for indoor sport and is marked out for Badminton and
badminton kit is available. Please contact Tony Masters on 01491 652329
if you fancy a game or starting a new Badminton Club! We also have a
Table Tennis table available for use.
The Hall has a full size stage, with curtains and essential lighting
equipment. A sound system is also available, including roving mikes. There
is also a meeting room for up to 30 people, a fully equipped kitchen, and a
large foyer. The whole building is fully accessible for disabled people. Please
see our website for further details and booking terms and condition.
Sue Jeffs, www.cholseycdt.org.uk

PANTOLOONS
The hall at Cholsey Meadows is now equipped and ready for artistic
productions. The Pantoloons are reviving the December pantomime, which
has been a village tradition for over 30 years. This year it will be on 5th
and 6th December. The Pantoloons are a well established group, and the
move from the School Hall to the Great Hall offers a fantastic opportunity
to welcome new actors, musicians and stage crew of all abilities and
experience. We do, however, desperately need a pianist/keyboard player to
ensure the success of the 2014 panto. If you are interested in joining in,
please contact
Cathy Harrison
01491 201694
harrisons5@tesco.net
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CHOLSEY’S FIRST BIG LUNCH
Over 200 people braved the monsoon weather to go along to the
Great Hall at Fair Mile for the first Cholsey Big Lunch on 28th June. Resident,
Sadie Quinton, and friends and relatives helped to organise this event in
conjunction with Cholsey Community Development Trust (CCDT) and with
support from Soha Housing. Everyone brought along food to share, and
with dishes from around the world, there was plenty of choice and plenty
to eat! There were games for the children, which unfortunately had to be
played indoors rather than out on the Cricket Field as originally planned.
There was a lovely street party atmosphere, and a chance for people to
catch up with old friends and to make new ones – hopefully next year the
sun will shine and the Big Lunch can be outdoors as intended.
Young and adult cake-bakers entered the cake competition, which
was judged by Mark Gray, Chair of the Parish Council, who had the difficult
task of tasting and judging all the entries – a tough job, but someone had
to do it!!
Thank you, Sadie – we’re looking forward to next year’s Big Lunch!
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YOUTH NEWS
Since the Cholsey Youth Club opened its doors last
June we have had a very busy and eventful year. Our
membership base has remained consistent throughout
the year and our young members have enjoyed many
activities, for example: Swimming at Didcot Wave, IceSkating at Oxford Ice-Rink; Kayaking, Climbing and
Archery. We cannot forget too those members and
volunteers who were involved in the Cholsey Challenge on a cold, windy
day in February – well done !
Our members have also been active in the community, making cakes
during youth club sessions and helping in the community cafe. I am grateful
also to those parents that have given up free time to help out at the cafe
and those who have kindly donated cakes. You will see from the accounts
what impact the money raised has on our club funds. Our members also
raised considerable funds during a car wash event one Saturday morning.
During this year we said a sad farewell to our Youth Leader – Liz
Shimma who had worked hard alongside our dedicated team of volunteers
and was well liked by all. We were delighted that Jacob Dearman took
over the role in May. He has been getting to know all the members and
volunteers and will be springing in to action in September.
I would like to say a big thank you to our committee and to all our
brilliant volunteers. They have worked consistently and reliably over the
past year and without our merry band we would not have a youth club.
When I talk to members of the village I hear positive comments about the
club and the members, which makes our jobs so worthwhile.
With regard to the future, please see our new Youth Worker’s report.
Lindsey Ramsay, Chair

WELCOME JACOB, NEW YOUTH WORKER
Jacob Dearman is Cholsey’s new Youth Worker. He writes:
Just to give you a little background to my past 10 years of working
life: I have delivered projects in schools and youth work in other community
settings offering advice, guidance and support to young people individually,
and in groups. Cholsey offers a new and exciting role which will see me
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delivering youth provision with the Cholsey Youth Club and Cholsey Parish
Council. The planned work with young people will be broad and at present
consists of a Thursday evening session of diverse activities aimed at school
years 7 and 8.
During the summer months there will be a free two week Summer
activity scheme, Action in the Park, aimed at 8-12 year olds, taking place
between 11th – 22nd August. This will be a varied fortnight of morning
activities including a climbing wall, bike workshops, 999 Day and even an
inland seaside! This will be taking place on Cholsey Recreation Ground,
behind the Cholsey Pavilion.
Starting in September, running weekly Monday to Thursday 4.00pm to
5:30pm, there will be a new student study and support group called CLUB
H. The aim of these sessions will be to provide a relaxed study environment
in the Youth Room and the Library. There will be mentors on hand to assist
our young people in their studies. The target group is school years 10 and
11, as they perhaps need the most support during their GCSEs and other
courses at this stage in their education. Club H will also be available for
other secondary and college students to access if they wish, and of course
they will be supported in their school work too!
CLUB H will require a number of volunteers to assist in running the
sessions, all of which will be led by an experienced Youth Worker. If you
are interested in volunteering or would like more information about CLUB
H please contact me.
I am also planning to offer an outreach service, working primarily
with school years 9-11, providing 1:1 and small group sessions to young
people who would benefit from advice, guidance and support. This work is
in partnership with Wallingford School.
Lastly, during the academic year 2014/2015 we plan to offer a second
youth club session for some of our older youths, mainly 13-16 year olds,
providing a ‘chill zone’ with informal leisure activities and a safe place to
meet. Such environments can also be a place where a lot of issues and
problem solving can take place with support from youth workers.
I am looking forward to developing provision for youth support and
working with the young people of Cholsey, and hope to meet you all soon.
Jacob Dearman, Youth Worker
Email : youthleader@cholseyyouthclub.co.uk
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CHOLSEY COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEWS
Visitor numbers to the Library were over 8,000 in the last year and
with the exciting new reasons to come in, the only way is up!
Starting in September we will be offering Home Work Club with
dedicated sessions for students who are looking for a quiet, supervised
place to study. Close links to schools and the use of computers will provide
another great facility for the community.
Wednesday mornings, also from September, will see the Library
opening for our new Children’s Club. (see below). Also keep an eye out for
more information about attending these new sessions and details of our
fundraising annual quiz, regular produce and books sales that happen
through the year.
Volunteers are always needed to keep our Library sessions open and
we would like to build our list of people who are able to help. Could this be
you? Do you have one or two afternoons free a month? Full training and
support, two or more social gatherings and fundraising events are all on
offer when you become a volunteer. Want to find out more?
Please email Nev at cholsey.library@tesco.net or pop in.
Amanda Taylor, Library Committee Member
Starting on Wed September 3rd 2014
ACTION SONGS AND RHYMES

Wednesdays: 10-11am
In the Community Library

The Pavilion, Station Road ,Cholsey
No need to book. Just come along
For parent, toddlers and preschool aged children.
Small charge for refreshments.
Any queries to Cholsey Parish Council Office
01491 652255
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CHOLSEY SCHOOL HISTORY - NEW BOOK!
We are pleased to announce that Jeanne Money has just published
a brand new book: Cholsey School - Two Centuries of History. Jeanne (nee
Wheeler) came to Cholsey when she was six years old and attended Cholsey
School in the years before the war. Her expertise in local history is well
known in the village and she has produced a fascinating account that will
be of interest to all parents and pupils, past and present! The book is not
only full of engaging personal details and stories drawn from many sources,
but it is also a remarkable snapshot of the gradual changes of attitudes
and improvements in education over the 19th-21st centuries. Well worth
its modest cost of £5.99! The books are on sale in the village at ‘Clippers’,
or from Jeanne at 18 Lapwing Lane, Cholsey.
Judy Dewey

OTHER CHOLSEY PUBLICATIONS
Several other Cholsey publications are also available for purchase in
the village:
Change at Cholsey - Again! Over a Thousand Years of Village
History, by Judy and Stuart Dewey: a well illustrated history, giving a vivid
picture of Cholsey’s people and their daily lives over ten centuries. £12.50
[available at ‹Stennings› or Judy Dewey, 16 Lapwing Lane, 01491 651127]
Winterbrook and Cholsey’s East End, by Tony Rayner: a detailed
look at the history of properties and people in this area - lots of fascinating
insight into village life. £12.50 [from ‹Stennings› on The Forty or Tony Rayner
01491 651609]
Parish Potters around Cholsey: detailed walks in the Cholsey vicinity.
£4 [from the Cafe on The Forty or Judy Dewey - see above]
Crime and Calamity in Cholsey - Life in a Berkshire Village 18191919, by Barrie Charles. £11.99 [from ‘Clippers’ and the Cafe]
Cholsey’s Great War Dead, by Barrie Charles: newly published,
detailing one or two pages on each of the people of Cholsey being
commemorated during the World War One centenary period in the village
(p40) £4.99 [available only from www.lulu.com but see also wwwbjc.me.uk
for more details.]
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AGATHA CHRISTIE EXHIBITION CHOLSEY
An exhibition of fascinating information, photos and documents
celebrating Agatha Christie’s life will be held on Saturday 20th and Sunday
21st September from 11am to 4pm at the Cholsey Old School (Day Centre),
Church Road. Light lunches and other refreshments will also be available.
Entry £2.
This is part of Wallingford Museum’s Agatha Christie Weekend. It
makes a convenient stop-off after the Agatha Christie Walk led by Tony
Rayner and Judy Dewey from Wallingford Museum to Cholsey Church
starting at 10am both days (see www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk for booking
information for this and many other associated events that weekend.).
After the walks, Tony Rayner will be available to sign copies of his book
Winterbrook and Cholsey’s East End (£12.50). Copies of Change at Cholsey
(£12.50) and Parish Potters, a book of walks around Cholsey (£4) will also
be available. This is a Cholsey 1000 Plus event.

MORE ‘CELEBRATING AGATHA CHRISTIE’!
Wallingford Museum is spearheading the ‘Celebrating Agatha
Christie Weekend’, aimed to bring a much wider awareness of Agatha
Christie’s local links; it might even grow into an annual tourism event!
There will be a series of events between Friday 19th and Sunday 21st
September, of which the Cholsey exhibition (above) is an important part.
Other events include a short talk by Judy Dewey on Agatha Christie’s
Local Connections followed by a showing of Murder on the Orient Express,
(Sidney Lumet’s vintage 1974 film starring Albert Finney) at the Corn
Exchange; Guided Walks from Wallingford to Cholsey (as above), which
include a single journey CWR train ticket; exhibitions at Wallingford
Museum and Cholsey Old School, (giving different aspects of the author’s
local links); Cyanide and Signing - Lucy Worsley at the Museum, and later a
talk by her at St Mary’s Church Wallingford - A Very British Murder; also a
Town Mystery Trail (with small prizes) and Guided Historical Walks.
All weekend there will be hourly Heritage Train rides on offer from the
Cholsey and Wallingford Railway (starting at 11.05 from Wallingford and
11.35 from Cholsey. (see www.cholsey-wallingford-railway.com)
For full details of all events, costs and bookings see the Museum
website www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk. Don’t miss this great weekend!
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CHOLSEY SCHOOL NEWS
It is incredible to realise that we are approaching yet another end
of a school year when we say goodbye to another generation of lovely
children. Looking back over the highlights is always encouraging, but
particularly this time, when we celebrate our first year in our new building.

Storytelling
One of our main themes this year has been Storytelling. We have
formed links with the Story Museum in Oxford and the theme of this year’s
school fete was Storytelling. We will be taking all the children to the museum
during the summer term and a band of trained story tellers entertained
people at the fete. We also have our very own Patron of Reading, Josh Lacey,
who has been visiting us and emailing the children, sharing what it is like
to be a real author.

Science
This year’s Science Week was particularly successful with more visits
and visitors than ever – some extracts below from the Year 6 Science
newsletter will give you a flavour of what went on. The full newsletter is
available on our website: http://www.cholsey.oxon.sch.uk/
Space Discoveries!
The Year 2 children were able to kick off their Science Week with an exciting
visit from the father of Callan and Maggie Wintle. The pupils took to the playground
to be shown how far apart the planets are in our solar system. Mr Wintle explained
how big the planets are compared to the sun. Some children were shocked at
this information. In addition to this, they
learned all about the planets, such as
there being five dwarf planets and eight
other planets and Mercury being closest
to the sun. Mackenzie said that he really
enjoyed carrying the tape measure and
helping with the measuring. Zoe said,
“It was very interesting.” Geoff added, “I
like learning about space!” Thank you,
Mr Wintle.
Toby Graham, Kezie Bellis, Callan
Wintle, Dean Hutt and Tilly Bates
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Mr Bellis Brings Reflective Things!
On Monday afternoon Mr Bellis, father of Kezie in Year 6 and Chair of
Governors, kindly came in to talk to Year 3 about ‘reflective materials’. Mr Bellis
taught the children about the importance of road safety and how reflective things
help you to be seen. The children were taken into a dark room and were given
torches to wear on their noses. They shone the lights at various reflective materials
including number plates, traffic signs and reflective clothes. Amelia in Year 3 said,
“I really enjoyed the session and liked having a torch on my nose!”
Thank you to Mr Bellis for coming in and giving up his time to talk to Year 3
about the importance of reflective materials.
Lily May, Connor Cook, Hannah Blackmore and Eduardo Dalby-Garcia

Finger print fun
On Monday 24th March, Year 4 had a visit from a police officer, Cathy Casey,
who gave a presentation on forensic science and how it is useful in everyday life.
She brought in her forensic equipment in order to explain what her job involves.

After the introduction, excited children explored the detective world for
themselves with magnifying glasses and, as they didn’t want to spoil the evidence,
the children dressed up in special suits, gloves and masks. They all had lots of fun!
To find out what Year 4 thought of it, we asked Frankie Bates. She replied, “It was
really interesting to learn how criminals can be caught.”
It was a thoroughly fascinating morning and it has given children a real
insight into forensic science. Thank you to Mrs Casey for giving up her time.
Bethan Morrison, Sam Perry, Reggie Gesner, Beth Donohue and Ciara Branigan-Simpson
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Sport
In 2013/14 the Government gave all primary schools additional funds
to increase their provision of sport and PE. This meant that we have been
able to pay a sports coach from local group, Full Circle Sports, to coach
our own teachers and also to provide additional PE opportunities in both
lessons and after school clubs.
Thanks to support from parents and staff, this year we have been able
to provide clubs in netball, rounders,
athletics, cycling, tag rugby, football,
cricket, running, gymnastics, multi
skills, dance and hockey.
We have also entered teams
into both the Wallingford Partnership
schools festivals and our OPEN
academy partnership tournaments.
These
have
included
netball
tournaments and tag rugby festivals
in two age categories, a football
tournament, a gymnastics festival and
a dance festival. The children have
thoroughly enjoyed attending these
tournaments and we had a recent
success when the Year 3/4 netball
team won the partnership cup!
This term we held our own
cricket tournament for Wallingford
Partnership schools at Cholsey Cricket Club. Thanks to Cholsey Cricket
Club for allowing us to use their cricket facilities and to Mr Chapman for
helping to organise the tournament and coaching our teams.  Also thanks
to Cholsey Tennis Club for once again running coaching sessions for all our
Year 5 and 6 children this term.

Singing
The music marathon at Cholsey School was a new and amazing
experience for us all. Over 24 hours live music was played and sung by
the children and many of our friends in the village. We were delighted
that Cholsey Silver Band and Cholsey Community Choir agreed to join us,
together with professional musicians, including a concert pianist and a jazz
band.
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The marathon was held to raise funds for curricular and extracurricular music activities. As a school we are very proud of our musical
tradition and the talents we nurture. We feel passionately about making
this a provision for all children in the school, not just those who choose to
learn to play an instrument or sing in the choir. Every child in the school was
involved, with thirty members of the band and choir sleeping overnight in
a classroom whilst a hardy group of parents and friends carried on playing
through the night. We raised the incredible sum of almost £4000 and are
grateful to parents, friends and local businesses who supported us.
Thank you to all our friends in Cholsey for their continuing support.
We look forward to another group of children starting school in September,
and to another exciting year of learning ahead.
Heather Haigh

HAVE A GO DAY - JARS & TINS NEEDED!
HAVE A GO DAY 2014 will be held in the Cholsey Pavilion, Station
Road, on Sunday 23 November from 11.00 am to 4.00pm. Entry £1.50 per
person (includes 2 craft vouchers), extra vouchers 50p each.
It is a great opportunity for all the family to try new activities and
crafts and to make your own Christmas gifts. Please remember to bring a
big bag or box to take everything home in!
Last year one of the most popular activities was painting glass jars
and filling them with sweets. We would like to provide this again this year
but my supply of coffee jars has been exhausted. Please could you start to
save your coffee jars. The ideal jars are Douwe Egberts 95g jars but other
jars that are of the same/ similar capacity would be fine.
We would also like to collect some tins/cardboard containers with
rolled edges at the top such as used for coffee, hot chocolate, Oxo gravy
(170g size). If you could please save any the collection details are as above.
Many thanks.
When you have some, please bring them to me at 4 Goldfinch Lane
or call me and I will collect them.
Jan Morgan, Cholsey 1000 Plus. 01491 651348
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CHOLSEY BUMPS, BUNDLES & TINY TOTS
Cholsey Bumps, Bundles & Tiny Tots Group meets every Friday, from
9:30am-11:30am in Cholsey Great Hall (opposite the Cricket Pavilion at Fair
Mile).
Come and meet other parents/carers/parents-to-be & make new
friends, chatting, relaxing & enjoying
a drink. This is an informal group for
local people with bumps & babies
up to 18mths, run in partnership
with Wallingford Children’s Centre
& Cholsey Community Development
Trust.
Tea, coffee, juice & biscuits
are available together with babychanging facilities. Breast feeding
friendly. Soft mats & toys provided.
There is a small charge of £2 per
adult to help cover costs, including
refreshments.
For more information please contact me:
Sadie Quinton Tel: 07809256777 or Email: cbbttg@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/cholseyvillage

CHOLSEY COMMUNITY TEA SHOP
Come along on Saturday mornings and enjoy the delicious homemade cakes and friendly atmosphere, between 10am and 12.30 pm. The
tea shop is run by local volunteer groups on a rota basis (Cholsey HortSoc,
1000 Plus, Boys’ Brigade, Youth Club, WI, Save the Children, St. Mary’s
Church) who provide various things of interest, demonstrations, sales,
activities for children, etc. We look forward to seeing you!
Please note: we are closed Saturday 9th August (Flower Show) and
Saturday 20th September (private function).
If you would like to help in the tea shop occasionally, please contact:
Jennie Kent, Organiser, 01491 652100.
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WALLINGFORD THEATRE CLUB
Have you heard about the Wallingford Theatre Club? We have an
outing each month to a show and all you have to do is join, receive your
newsletter and decide whether this month’s choice is what you want to
see and apply for your ticket. We do the rest. We buy the tickets, arrange
the coach and drop you off at the theatre and collect you there when
the performance has finished. Our policy is to cover a large area and
cater for all tastes. We try to pick high quality shows, so that sampling
a new experience can be rewarding. Future venues may include Bath,
Chichester, Guildford and London.
We aim to visit 10 venues a year and the trip cost includes good
stalls seats, coach transport and driver’s tip. We pick up in Wallingford
and Didcot and normally go to matinees, unless the venue is relatively
local. We try to arrive in time for people to have a meal before the show, if
they wish.
We are now seeking new members to keep the club strong. The
joining fee is only £5 and this year’s annual subscription is free (normally
about £7 per member). If you would like to join us, please contact me.
Sue White: 01491 834370.

FANCY A GAME OF SCRABBLE OR WHIST?
Cholsey Scrabble Club - NEW!
We are setting up a Scrabble Club at The Old School, Church Road, on
Monday afternoons 2pm-4pm, starting on Monday 1st September. If you are
interested either phone Lin on 652970 at The Old School, or Jenny Jeskins
on 651579, or just turn up, any Monday afternoon!

Cholsey Whist Club
The Whist Club meets on the second Thursday of the month September
until May. The first evening this Autumn is on Thursday 11th September,
7pm in the Marymead Common Room (off Church Road). The cost is £3 per
session including tea and Raffle.
You don’t need to be an expert but a knowledge of the rules is an
advantage. If you would like to join us please phone
Jenny Jeskins, 651579
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CHOLSEY PAVILION TRUST
We have now completed our first year of operation and I am delighted
to say all the signs are good. We produced a surplus in our first year – far
better than we expected – and we will be hoping that continues. Having
these extra funds allows us to build reserves for future investments in
replacement equipment, and to make ongoing improvements to the
building. For example, we love the atriums in the foyer area and the light
they bring to the building, but when it is sunny they do make the building
warmer than we intended! We are investigating measures to address this,
and that will require investment.
We have a programme of work with the builder to address “snags” as
the building settles into working life, and we have plans to refresh parts of
the décor to keep on top of the expected wear and tear a popular building
will suffer.
We still hope to see the changing rooms being used more than they
are – and hopefully moves afoot amongst the sporty types in the village will
see that happening.
Hopefully the village is beginning to be aware of this amazing resource
at the heart of the village, and more and more individuals will consider it for
private parties or group functions. The Trust is very grateful to Milly in the
Parish Office for the excellent service she provides in managing bookings.
We are very excited by the community art project to provide a signature
piece to hang in the foyer – and look forward to unveiling that in due
course. We have also finally received the “buy a brick” plaques – and hope
they will be in pride of place in the lobby before too long.
James Butler, Chair

CHOLSEY VILLAGE FACEBOOK PAGE!
We have a new social media interactive page on Facebook for all of
Cholsey Village to use, you do not have to have a facebook account to view
it, but you will need one to contribute to it - and you will of course need
access to the internet! You will find our new social media page at
www.facebook.com/cholseyvillage.
Sadie Quinton
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GETTING TO AFRICA IN A WEEK-END!
Cycling and rowing from Cholsey in Oxfordshire to
Limpopo Province in South Africa
An amazing feat – without actually moving we cycled 13,168km,
rowed 50km and raised about £6,000 for Choko, plus £1,200 in Gift Aid
donations!
Over the Easter Weekend we had another typical Choko fundraising
event by cycling on spin bikes and rowing to Africa without moving from
the Barn Fitness Club. We cycled from Cholsey, via Dover, France, Spain,
Algeria and then down through Africa to Limpopo, not forgetting to row
across the Channel and the Straits of Gibraltar.

We had over 98 people taking part aged from 9 to 69! We had some
gym bunnies and keen amateur cyclists, but we also had people who do
no exercise. An abiding memory was three generations of the Bosley family
cycling beside each other and making a huge contribution to the total. It
took us a total of 32 hours to do, and for many it took another three days
for our bottoms to recover! We even had people stopping in on their way to
Easter Sunday Services in their Sunday best and climbing on a bike.
Val Bolt, Choko stalwart and the contributor of over 300km of cycling
said “It was another occasion where being a member of Choko was doing
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something outside our comfort zone – a long way outside – but it was well
worth it to see those VirginMoney donations piling up as we were cycling.
We know the money is much needed and will be well spent.”
As people smashed personal targets and we crossed the line the
atmosphere was incredible. Yet again, Choko has put the fun in fundraising.
We’ve flown to Kodumela to see World Vision’s work many times, so it
seemed a good idea to travel there the hard way. Now we’ve done it, we’ll
be happy to go back to flying!”
We would like to thank Spencer and the whole of the Barn team
for the massive amount of support we received and Matrix, the company
who make gym equipment, who have provided the means of recording the
distance covered on the bikes.
Bev Butler

THE IMPACT OF CHOKO
In the spring of 2013 Choko paid for Ledile (project leader), Rosina
(head of Mamokaile School) and Elizabeth (head of Masekane School) to
come to England. The ladies did many things during their trip which I
reported on in a previous Forty Magazine. What I want to tell you about
here is the impact of the time that Rosina spent in Cholsey School.
The class sizes at all the schools in Kodumela are very large (very
often up to 50 pupils) and for some children starting out on their education,
this is all truly overwhelming. For whatever reason, some children just
do not settle into education as easily as others. This means that they fall
behind their peers and never catch up. Following an idea which Rosina
had seen in Cholsey she has set up an Intervention Class to catch these
children before it is too late.
She has acquired two teaching
assistants and with the aid of a quiet
space, an eclectic range of basic aids and
unbounded enthusiasm, those children
who are struggling can be given almost
one to one help. In fact, one of the
children currently being helped in this
special class is one of the World Vision
worker’s youngest son. He calls it his
‘invention class’....quite right!!
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Several children who have been given extra help here are now
returning to the mainstream classes and thus making room for others who
need additional tuition. Rosina is bursting with other ideas to try out in
her school. “As finances become available” she said “I have so much more
planned”.
Sometimes Choko gets questioned on spending money flying people
thousands of miles to visit England. Surely this tale must dispel any doubts
as to what can be gained from such a visit to the UK.
Mamokaile School has also had some other developments. The large
vegetable garden always has a few crops ready to pick and this pictures
shows the helpers were harvesting butternut squash, chillies and beetroot.

Five new classrooms are being constructed and Rosina was confident
they would be completed in time for the new school term.
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CHOKO BEER FESTIVAL 2014
Saturday September 27th Laurence Hall
SAVE THE DATE - Saturday 27th September is the climax of the Cholsey
social calendar – the Choko Family Beer Festival on starting at 12 noon and
going through to about 11pm.
Those of you who have been in the past will know that the Laurence
Hall is a great enclosed space to create a brilliant safe atmosphere for
everyone from babies, through toddlers to teens, parents and grandparents
to enjoy themselves. For those who haven’t been before there are over 30
local ales, ciders and craft lagers, wines, soft drinks; an all-day BBQ with
meat from Ray Park, vegetarian alternatives, curry from Memories, filled
rolls; and music & entertainment from beginning to end.
Tickets will soon be on sale. Make sure you get yours by calling in
at Ray Park’s butchers or going on line to www.wegottickets.com. They
are £5 in advance and the few on the door will be £7.50. You’ll get your free
commemorative glass when you show your ticket as you enter.
We are entering a new phase in the life of Choko. Together with World
Vision we have helped to build self-help capability and sustainable capacity
in the Kodumela area in South Africa and that project reaches its planned
conclusion next year. We will still maintain links with the community as
many lasting friendships have developed, and the schools will continue to
work together, but the formal link will end in 2015. The plan is for Choko
to continue with its partnership with World Vision and we have a great
opportunity to make a difference in another community just as needy as
Koduemla. We want to stay in Africa and intend to work with World Vision
and the community of Ntwetwe in Uganda – more on this as plans are
finalised.
What won’t change is the need for people like you to make the festival
go off as smoothly as usual. If you would like to help out on the day, even
for a couple of hours, we’d love to hear from you. Serving on the bar and
food stalls are the main jobs, and if you don’t fancy these we can find
something else. Don’t be shy, please email us - chokobeerfestival@gmail.
com And most of all please come along and carry on helping us put the fun
in fundraising! Cheers!
Tim Hurst
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100 NOT OUT! BITMEAD’S FARMING
Earlier this year the Bitmead family celebrated their 100 years of
farming in Cholsey and of owning Manor Farm. In 1912 Ralph Bitmead
(1885 to 1961) became the tenant farmer, taking over from Stephen Cozens.
Two years later Ralph purchased Manor Farm, comprising 495 acres, 3 roods
and 30 poles, for the princely sum of £11,750. William Bragg of Whitchurch
was the vendor in a complicated sale involving members of the Cozens
family and following hard on the heels of the sale of the farm by Lord of the
Manor, James Archibald Morrison.
Ralph’s father, Edward, farmed at Exlade Street and in his younger days
Ralph dealt in horses notably in Montana where he briefly lived the life of
a cowboy. As was usual on pay day, our cowboy joined in the celebrations.
With rather too much to drink, Ralph contrived to shoot his horse with a six
shooter! Later Ralph married Naomi Dodd of Little Stoke Manor. The family
photograph taken in about 1921 shows from left to right Peter, Naomi,
Edward, Ernest (known as Toodles), Ralph, Anna, Roger and Jack.

100 years ago, horse power dominated the farming scene. The
Bitmeads had 13 teams (or pairs) of horses and still possess an inventory
of them all, detailing their names and type/breed. It was mixed farming in
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those days, although mainly arable the farm also supported cattle, pigs and
sheep. The crops would have been different from what we see today. Oats
were grown to help feed the horses, and there would have been no oilseed
rape. One basic difference from today’s farming was that crops were mostly
Spring sown.
Ralph Bitmead lived through the transition to mechanisation on the
farm. An International tractor in the 1940s was succeeded by a Fordson
Major and the farm’s first combine harvester – a Massey Harris in 1952.
The Bitmeads paid a heavy price for their service in WW2. Peter was
killed when aged just 19, Edward also died in action as a fighter pilot,
and Toodles who was a decorated Wing Commander, died shortly after
hostilities ceased. Jack was the youngest naval captain of a destroyer whilst
Anna became a farmer’s wife. Roger and brother Bob (born 1926) were to
feature in a typical Dad’s Army fiasco during a Home Guard training session
on the farm. This session was to practice the art of throwing grenades.
Roger was poised to prime and throw a grenade when a tractor hove into
view, and suddenly neither Roger nor Bob wanted to be left holding a
device that might explode, so it was passed hurriedly between the brothers
until the tractor had passed!
The events of WW2 left Roger Bitmead to take over the farm in the
1960s. Roger had two sons Stephen and Rodney plus a daughter Pauline.
Rodney farms at Steventon whilst Stephen remained to help his father in
Cholsey for over 20 years. A gamekeeper was employed and Roger Bitmead
was never happier than when involved with one of his game shoots.
In the 1970s the Jubilee Field and a new school site were taken out
of farming. In addition to the farmhouse (The Manor), which dates from
1795, there are six cottages on the farm which would have been occupied
by farm workers.
The farm has been in the hands of Stephen Bitmead and wife Penny
since 1997. Their son, Andrew, now a vet in Perth, Australia returned last
year to be married in Cholsey Church with a reception in the main Manor
Farm barn. Daughter Fiona has become a singer and dancer, performing
mainly on the Continent. In 1997 about 350 acres adjoining Manor Farm,
previously owned by Tudor Abbott, were purchased by the Bitmeads,
increasing their total acreage to 850. Then in 2001 the farm became wholly
arable when the last of the farm pigs and cattle were sold.
Several local families have a long association with Manor Farm
including the Paxfords, Garlicks, Carters and Belchers. Most notably the
Buckinghams have worked on the farm through four generations ever since
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1886. When Dave Buckingham began work on the farm in 1963 there
was a workforce of 13 men. Dave and brother Tommy recall how their
grandfather would run the electricity generator all night if Tudor Abbott held
one of his late night parties at The Hazells. This kerosene fuelled generator,
housed in the main barn, served the entire farm and was driven by a huge
flywheel. Their father, Benny Buckingham, worked there for an incredible
71 years. Today Dave & Tommy Buckingham are the farm’s sole workers. In
their spare time they drive railway engines on the Bunk line!
Tony Rayner (with a great deal of assistance from all
concerned!)

WORLD WAR I COMMEMORATIONS
After great support from the Parish Council, Cholsey 1000 Plus, the
Pavilion Trust, the Creative Club and Barrie Charles, I am delighted to say
that we are ready to start our commemoration of the centenary of World
War One in August. Barrie has researched over 50 men who fell in the Great
War, who had connections with Cholsey (see p25) and it is our intention to
mark the day each of them fell with a short, secular act of remembrance in
the lobby of the Pavilion. A special display has been created to go under
the war memorial plaque, which will be in place throughout the four years.
Our first remembrance will be for Private Alfred Abdey, who is buried
in Cholsey Churchyard and died on only the second day of the war on 5
August 1914. A brave man who was ready to leave for war from the start,
he succumbed to illness in Wallingford Hospital before he could even leave
for the front. However, he had been called up and does qualify as a war
casualty. His parents, Edwin and Susan of Station Road, were the first family
to experience the grief so many would face over the coming four years.
Anyone is invited to join us at 11am on Tuesday the 5th August for a
few moments of reflection on Private Abdey and the sacrifices made during
the War in general. Please just come to the lobby of the new Pavilion in
Station Road.
Our next commemoration will be on 6 January 2015 – more details to
follow in a future Forty.
James Butler
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PARISH, DISTRICT & COUNTY NEWS
As space is tight in this issue of The Forty I have been asked to
breathe in a little, so I have combined my various reports… Enjoy!

Post Office
As I’m sure everyone will be aware now, our campaign to stop the Post
Office from re-siting the counter within Tesco was not successful. Despite a
petition with over a thousand signatures and well in excess of 100 letters
and e-mails opposing their proposals, the counter was moved in early June.
The Post Office has assured us that they will carry out a further consultation
in the coming months to see how the new arrangement is “bedding in”.

Winterbrook Review
The District Council seems set to take Winterbrook away from Cholsey
and make it an administrative part of Wallingford. Parish Council has argued
strongly that the hamlet should remain part of our Parish and produced a
six page report to argue our case. In addition more than twenty Winterbrook
residents wrote to oppose the change, with only four in favour. Arguments
against the change include history, opposition to development, and the
many links between the two communities. The main argument from SODC
is that the by-pass makes a new man-made barrier between Wallingford
and Cholsey.

Housing Site Allocation
SODC is consulting on where the extra 6,000 houses allocated to
South Oxfordshire by Central Government should go. There are a number of
options and I am encouraging people to respond. Personally I believe these
homes are not needed and am dubious that the “market” will be able to
stand so many new properties. Cholsey has already taken 450 new homes
at Fair Mile, we are expecting a further 128 and I believe we must say no to
any more; the infrastructure of the village cannot cope with any more. If you
would like to respond, please visit www.southoxon.gov.uk/newlocalplan.

Broadband
As I write, British Telecom are busy installing the new broadband
enabled cabinets in the village. The cabinets will house fibre optic cables
that will connect to the existing copper wires that run to individual houses.
This new set-up will provide a service that is much quicker and more
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reliable than the existing copper wire based service. In other villages where
the changes have occurred the take up of faster services has been both
quick and widespread.

Fulscot and other bridge issues
Work on the bridge continues apace, as part of the electrification
programme, and Network Rail assure me that the bridge will be open again
in early September. The problems caused by the time taken to raise the
bridge have informed bridge works further along the line. As a result two
of the bridges are being built on site and then moved into place over a few
days. Later in the year we shall see the parapets of most local bridges being
raised. This is to prevent people throwing things on to the newly electrified
lines. This work will take place at night, so there shouldn’t be too many
problems with road closures.
As Silly Bridge is listed, the protection put in place will probably be
some form of netting, which will not be visible from a distance.

Youth and Children’s Workers
The Parish Council has taken on two new employees to work with
young people:
Jacob Dearman is a qualified Youth Worker who will run the new Club
H homework club and work 1:1 with older teenagers. In addition Jacob will
work with the current volunteers to continue delivery of our excellent Youth
Club, he also hopes to start a club for older young people.
Sarah Masters, who has worked in London most of her life with
younger children and expectant mothers, will work in a variety of noneducational roles at the school and run a Wednesday morning activity
session in the Community Library for pre-school children.

Flooding
Following the floods of earlier in the year, I am working with Thames
Water and the Environment Agency to ensure that this cannot happen
again. The EA have done a lot of work on the brook and are working with
landowners to ensure there is nothing to stand in the way of water making
its way to the Thames. The sewage pump needs to be replaced as it seems
to fail very quickly when it encounters flood water, persuading Thames
Water that this is the case may take some time.
I will also be asking questions at County Council to ensure that the
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water displaced by the Oxford flood relief channel will not make its way
downstream… to us!

Fair Mile Play Area
Contractors are now starting to install the new play area. They expect
to do this in little more than a week, using bark instead of grass; this
will allow us to open the play area in time for the summer holidays. The
contractors will return in the autumn to lay the turf and install the ground
level trampoline.

Fair Mile Allotments
It is likely that the Parish Council will assume the running of the
allotments at the new development. We would like to provide a number of
conventional allotments, plus a community garden which will allow people
with less time to grow some of their own vegetables. Once we have agreed
to take on the site, we will advertise how you can go about getting an
allotment.

The Cemetery
Parish Council is busy progressing towards the commissioning of the
new cemetery. There is approximately three years’ space in the old cemetery,
so we need to create more space. This is a long term project that started
about ten years ago. The majority of the area will be consecrated, possibly
by the Bishop of Oxford, leaving a small unconsecrated space to one side.

Planning - Caps Lane
Parish Council and I are opposing a planning application to install
a chicken farm with a permanent dwelling at the Reading Road end of
Caps Lane. Our opposition is centred around the damage that such a
development will do to Caps Lane, the loss of amenity value to the village
and various traffic issues.

Action in the Park
For two weeks starting 11th August, the Recreation Ground will host
the fourth annual play scheme. Events will include a climbing wall, pop up
beach, drumming workshop, balloon flights and circus skills (see below).

Community Grants
Both the Parish Council and I have money to give to local community
organisations and groups in the form of grants. If you would like to apply
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for a grant, please write to me at mark.gray2@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
Recent grants have gone to Cholsey Car Scheme and the Horticultural
Society

Surgeries
I will generally be available on Saturday mornings between 11am
and 12noon at the Community Tea Shop in The Pavilion, Station Road. If
you have any issues or concerns about any council matters that you think I
might be able to help with, please drop in for a chat.
Mark Gray, Chair Cholsey Parish Council; District and
County Councillor
mark.gray2@oxfordshire.gov.uk
01491 651333, markgrayblog.wordpress.com

CHOLSEY PLAY & ACTIVITY DAY
Wed 13 Aug 11am to 3pm
As part of the Summer Holiday Play Scheme
and supported by Cholsey Community Development
Trust, this event will take place at the Fair Mile cricket
pitch and pavilion. Free entrance and free activities
for children and young people aged 0 to 19 years:
Go Kart Party * Tricky Trails Biking * Body
Zorbing * Bouldering Wall * Drumming Workshop
* Ziggys Soft Play * Play Rangers * Graffiti Wall *
Orinoco Scrapstore * Local & Mobile Childrens
Centres * Den Making * DIY Face Painting * Sports
Tasters * Music and Dance * Nature Play * Smoothie
Bike and much, much more!
martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk , 01865
779474 www.oxonplay.org.uk
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MAY DAY – WORKING TOGETHER!
This year’s May Day was truly a joint enterprise – even the weather
co-operated!
The Disco to select the May King and Queen
was a great success, and was organised jointly by the
Youth Club and Cholsey 1000 Plus. Held at the Cholsey
Pavilion for the first time, everyone had a great time.
As you can see from the photos, May Day itself
was a fantastic, enjoyable event. It was organised
jointly by Cholsey 1000 Plus, CHOKO, and Cholsey
Community Development Trust, with the Scouts
organising and running the Fun Run, with the School
providing the May Pole dancing, and with the Day
Centre organising the Car Boot Sale.
The sun shone, the beer sold out, the cream teas and the barbecue
sold out, and the runners were up-to-speed! A huge thank you is due to
everyone who worked so hard to make the day such a success. We could
really do with some more helpers for next time, so if you’d like to help,
please get in touch.
Sue Jeffs, 01491 651164,

su-ej@hotmail.co.uk
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NATURE NOTES
At the time of writing in late May it is heartening to learn that the
Tree House gang have decided to form a nature club. This should enhance
the tradition of Cholsey schoolchildren learning about their local wildlife. In
this materialistic age the need for such knowledge among the young has
probably never been greater.
Most noticeable of our wildlife at present are the Song Thrushes
singing incessantly, and probably celebrating the wet weather. In damp
conditions there are plenty of snails about, a favoured diet of our Thrush.
This bird deserves to be a favourite among all our organic gardeners. Also
plenty of young birds have recently left their nests and are being fed by
anxious parents – notably Great & Blue Tits. For me it is a great relief to
see our local family of Blue Tits reaching this stage. Earlier in the year a pair
of these birds adopted a nest box close to where my car is often parked.
One of the birds (probably the male) spent much of its time on my wing
mirrors. Whether this was due to extreme vanity or an attempt to see off
the mirror-image rival is hard to say. The obsession developed to the extent
that the bird would alight on a wing mirror before there was time to switch
off the engine on arrival back home. When friends arrived by car, it became
routine to cover their mirrors to avoid the inevitable mess. Now the young
birds have fledged, the parents are thankfully otherwise engaged.
It is not only birds that adopt bird boxes. There are notices around
the village drawing attention to the swarms of bees that are prevalent in the
area at present. Swarms of Honey Bees are valuable to beekeepers, so you
are advised to contact a local beekeepers’ association if you find a swarm.
In most cases swarms of Honey Bees can easily be collected and placed in
a hive.
There is now another bee that you may see behaving rather like
Honey Bees. In the last decade the Tree Bumblebee has arrived in Britain
and is now widespread in the country. Colonies of these bees are very much
smaller than Honey Bees, and they often make use of bird boxes. These
bees are fairly harmless, unlikely to sting, and useful as pollinators. It is
worth bearing in mind when putting up a nest box that it might be adopted
by Tree Bumblebees. If sited in a porch for example, that could place the
bees too close for comfort. A box adopted by these bees can be safely
moved, and there is good advice about how to do this on the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust website.
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There is a lot of unnecessary fear of bees, not helped by scare stories
in the media about swarms of Honey Bees causing chaos in a supermarket.
Bumblebees are particularly beneficial and harmless creatures and should
be encouraged. To quote David Attenborough “Bumblebees are key factors
in our wildlife. If they disappear many of our plants will not bear fruit.”
We may be most familiar with Bumblebees and Honey Bees but there
are many other types of bees. There are various solitary bees for example
that can also be key pollinators. Although common these bees, being
solitary, tend to be less noticeable than their more well-known cousins.
Solitary bees tend to nest where they pose little problem for we humans.
Tawny and Early Mining Bees (below) for example usually nest in the
ground, the Red Mason Bee in wall crevices, and the Wood Carder Bee in
dead wood.

It so happens that local wildlife artist, Richard Lewington, is working
on his latest publication – a book about bees. You can expect this to become
the definitive field guide to our bees, so don’t hesitate to buy it if you are
at all interested in identifying and learning about these most important
insects.
My impression is that falling numbers of insects and good habitat are
resulting in a big decline of some of our most treasured birds. Locally we
seem in danger of losing our Swallows, Swifts and Spotted Flycatchers –
to name but a few. All are fully dependent upon an aerial insect diet. Nest
sites are key for the hirundines, so where suitable buildings exist please
consider providing artificial nests and access in the breeding season. The
Swallow is widely regarded as the harbinger of Summer – our lives will be
the poorer if we lose these masters of flight with their exuberant chatter.
EASTENDER
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CHOLSEY DIARY
Don’t forget the Community Tea Shop in Cholsey Pavilion from 10am- 12.30pm
every Saturday morning. Please note, however, we are closed Sat 9 August (Cholsey
Show) and Sat 20 Sept (private function)
AUGUST 2014
FRI 1

Bumps, Bundles and Tiny Tots (weekly) 9.30am-11.30am. The Great 		
Hall (p31)
SAT 2 - SUN 3 CWR Teddy Bears Weekend
TUE 5
World War I Moment if Reflection for Private Abdey (p40)
TUE 5
SAS Walk Departs The Forty 10.00am
SAT 9
Cholsey Show. Whitehead Meadow, including Cholsey Silver Band. 		
(p18)
SAT 9
ABBA Night! 7.30pm. Show Marquee Whitehead Meadow. (p19)
MON 11 - FRI 22 Summer Holiday Play Scheme. Recreation Ground (p56)
WED 13 Play Day. 11am-3pm. Fair Mile Cricket Field (p44)
SAT 16
The Vikings are Coming! Wallingford Museum (p54)
THU 21
Cholsey Golf Society. Golf Day at Bicester Golf Club.
SUN 24 - MON 25 CWR Weekend of Steam
WED 27 Cholsey WI. Photographic Restoration 7.30pm. Cholsey Pavilion
SAT 30 - SUN 31 CWR Singing Trains with Bunkfest
SUN 31
Strawberry Cream Tea 3pm-5pm. The Great Hall at Fair Mile (p19)
SEPTEMBER 2014
MON 1
TUE 2
WED 3
SAT 6
SAT 6
SUN 7
SUN 7
THU 11
SUN 14
MON 15

Scrabble Club starts (weekly from now). 2pm-4pm. The Old 			
School (p32)
SAS Walk Departs The Forty 10.00am
Children’s Club Starts. 10am-11am. Community Library (p24)
Cholsey Tennis Club. Jumble Sale 2pm. Cholsey Pavilion
Cholsey Silver Band. Upper Basildon Show
Cholsey HortSoc. Coach Trip to Wisley details from Irene Creasy 01491
200491. (p18)
Wallingford Hockey Club ‘Club Day’ (p60)
Whist Club starts. 7pm Marymead Common Room (p32)
Cholsey Silver Band. 3pm Wallingford Castle Gardens
Cholsey HortSoc. Autumn Flower Arranging Classes with Pam 		
Seymour. 7.30pm-9pm. Old School (Day Centre), Church Rd. Details 		
from Pam 01491 651467
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FRI 19
CAPA AGM 7.30. Old School (Day Centre)
FRI 19 - SUN 21 Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend in Cholsey & Wallingford
(p26)
SAT 20 & SUN 21 Agatha Christie Exhibition. 11am-4pm. Old School. (p26)
SAT 20 - SUN 21 CWR Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend, Heritage Trains
SUN 21 & MON 22 Cholsey Golf Society. Captain’s Weekend at The Belfry
WED 24 Cholsey WI. Well Preserved (Jam & Preserves) 7.30pm. Cholsey 		
Pavilion
FRI 26
MacMillan Coffee Morning 10.00am - 12.00 noon. Great Hall, Fair 		
Mile. Donations, please
SAT 27
CHOKO Beer Festival. 12 noon to 11pm. (p37)
OCTOBER 2014
SAT 4 - SUN 5 CWR Nursery Rhyme weekend
TUE 7
SAS Walk Departs The Forty 10.00am
SUN 12
CAPA Pumpkin and Sunflower Contest. Measuring starts 10.30 am 		
Communal Garden, Ilges Lane Allotments.
MON 13 Cholsey 1000 Plus AGM 7.00pm. Old School
THU 16
Whist Club. 7pm Marymead Common Room (p32)
WED 22 Cholsey WI. Owls (with live owls!) 7.30pm. Cholsey Pavilion
FRI 24
Cholsey 1000 Plus AGM. 7.30 pm. Old School (Day Centre), Church 		
Road
FRI 24
Cholsey Golf Society. Golf Day at Wychwood Golf Club. First Medal of 		
new season
SAT 25 - SUN 26 CWR Spooky Halloween Weekend
NOVEMBER 2014
SAT 1

Bonfire and Bangers - look out for posters! Cholsey 1000 Plus & 		
Cholsey CDT
TUE 4
SAS Walk Departs The Forty 10.00am
SUN 9
Cholsey Silver Band. 10.30am Wallingford Remembrance Parade &
3pm Cholsey Remembrance Service
THU 13
Whist Club. 7pm Marymead Common Room (p32)
MON 17 Cholsey HortSoc. Christmas Flower Arranging Classes with Pam 		
Seymour. 7.30pm-9pm. Day Centre, Church Rd. Details from 			
Pam 01491 651467
SUN 23
Christmas Crafts ‘Have-a-go-Day’. 11am-4pm. Cholsey Pavilion (p30)
WED 26 Cholsey WI. Craft Night and Pudding Club 7.30pm. Cholsey Pavilion
SAT 29 - SUN 30 CWR Armed Forces Santa Special Weekend
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CHOLSEY SCOUTS
Winter seems so long ago now but in March the Group attended the
Winter Challenge. The challenge is a County-wide activity where 765 young
people completed either the 9 or 18 mile route from Fox Hill (near Swindon)
following the Ridgeway to West Ilsley. Cholsey’s Group saw 4 scouts and 23
cubs complete the whole 18 mile hike; Akela’s group was the first Cholsey
group to finish in 8hrs 12mins. We had 19 Beavers completing their 9 mile
route in 4hrs 50 mins. Well done everyone!
Cholsey Beavers now has 45 children regularly attending each week,
and from September we will be splitting into two groups, so all children on
the waiting list get a chance to enjoy Beavers.
The many activities the Beavers have completed this year include
the Winter Challenge 9 mile walk, making and keeping a promise for a
whole term, bike maintenance, Stage 1 of their Emergency First Aid badge,
plant growing for their Gardening badge, and completing their Promise and
Global badges. In April, 6 Beavers were awarded the Bronze Award badge,
the highest award a Beaver can be given.
In June the Beavers
went to the County Space
Camp with the children
dressed up as aliens, and
the leaders dressed up
as astronauts. All of the
costumes were brilliantly
made by Blue Beaver. For
many of the children this
was their first experience of
a large camp, with several
hundred Beavers running
wild.
Perhaps the most exciting thing for the Beavers this year, was the
purchase of a huge bouncy assault course, which is now available for hire.
For more information please email hallhire@cholseyscouts.org or visit our
website cholseyscouts.org/hall hire.
Looking ahead to later in the year, the Beavers will again be having a
Christmas camp, which includes a trip to a local pantomime and a sleepover.
There are also a whole number of new activity badges for the Beavers to go
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for, so 2014-15 will be an exciting year for the children.
The Cubs survival camp was based on a scenario of having to survive
in the woods after a mini-bus accident. No RAC or AA to come to the
rescue. The weekend saw the cubs learning how to make basic shelters,
fire-lighting, whittling (the use of sharp knife and wood), foraging for food
(though they did have 3 square meals a day!) and had an introduction to
archery.

During this term the cubs have foraged for more food and have
made nettle soup and cooked sausages over Finnish Lantern fires. The
cubs decided to hold a fund-raising event - the Cubathon – which was
a challenge to run a set lap around the park for an hour. It is too early
to know how much the cubs raised as this goes to press but they ran a
combined 170 miles. This is a fantastic achievement.
Looking forward to camps, for the centenary of WWI, the cubs are
travelling to Cambridge and visit the Imperial War Museum, Duxford. Whilst
later in the summer they are spending a week in London.
Fire! This was what the Scouts have done this term. Two leaders are
now trained small-bore rifle instructors and the Scout Hall can be converted
into a rifle range. We have bought new equipment and the end of term will
see the scouts competing for the Shield Trophy. Scouts have been working
for the challenge badges and with the summer nights, they have been
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sailing, fire-lighting, not cutting themselves with their axe and saw work,
and mountain biking over the Ridgeway.
As always, a huge
thank you should go out
to all the Leaders who
have contributed to the
running of the group this
year. Without the Leaders,
we couldn’t run the
group, but we are always
on the lookout for any
new recruits. If anyone is
interested, please contact:
Beavers: Red Beaver, publishing@brucenicholson.co.uk
Cubs: Akela, akelacholsey@gmail.com
Scouts: scouts@family-sims.co.uk.

CHOLSEY CREATIVE CLUB
The Club meets in the Cholsey Pavilion, Station Road, every week,
alternating between Monday mornings and Tuesday evenings. (For dates
see the village web site https://cholsey.info.).
There is no membership fee just call in and pay £3.00 for each session.
This pays for the hall hire and includes coffee and biscuits. You will get a
very warm welcome.
It is a very informal group and we bring along all sorts of things
to make - knitting, patchwork, decopatch, paper craft, card making, lace
making etc.. You do not have to be experienced, just enjoy spending time
relaxing in the company of like minds, finishing a project you found at the
back of a drawer, and we also help each other to develop new skills
We will be having a stall at the Cholsey Show on Saturday 9th August.
One table will show examples of things we have made but there will also be
a “CRAFT IN ACTION” section where members will demonstrate their skills.
Do call in to see us and we look forward to meeting you.
Angie (01491 651702), Jean, Jan
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NORTHERN STEAM HAS ARRIVED (AGAIN)!
Good news, our long awaited steam visitor, ‘Northern Gas Board
Number 1’, returned at the end of May. It will stay here for up to two years,
giving us the prospect of steam on the Cholsey and Wallingford Railway
(CWR) at least until 2016.
NGB1 is a 0-4-0 saddle tank steam loco. It worked at the John Street
Gas Works in Darlington and was later sold to St. Anthony’s Tar Works in
Newcastle, whence it was rescued by the Darlington Railway Preservation
Society and, after extensive overhaul, was back in action in July 2012.

Unfortunately, when NGB1 first came to the CWR in September
2012, attended by the Mayor of Darlington and welcomed by the Mayor of
Wallingford, the loco proved to have a serious fault. It couldn’t be used safely
and had to be returned to Darlington. The fault has now been corrected
and the loco was thoroughly tested on the North Tyneside Railway before
returning to Wallingford.
CWR is sure that NGB1 is here to stay - come and ride behind it!
www.cholsey-wallingford-railway.com

RACE NIGHT SUCCESS!
The Golf Society’s 5th Annual Fun Family Village RACE NIGHT, took
place at Cholsey Pavilion on Saturday 10th May 2014. Well over a 120 golfers,
friends and families from Cholsey attended and had a truly memorable
evening of fun and socialising – another word for taking refreshment!
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The bar and food were organised by Cholsey Primary School PTA who
raised over £500 towards their target of £5000 for new equipment and
library books.
The Society, who established a tradition of
making donations to “local good causes” many
years ago, gave £100 from their profits to each of
3 organisations: The Cholsey Youth Club, Cholsey
Bluebirds and CHOKO.
In total since the Race Night became an
Annual Event, we have given away £1100, and,
if you add in our donations from our Christmas
Raffle (£500 this year alone to Cholsey Primary
School and Cholsey Pre-school) we arrive at the
grand figure of £2800 – a figure we are extremely
proud of.
As Dave Miners has said many times, “I
CHRIS TYNDALL – studying form
(sadly, didn’t do him much good !) and most of our members still live in or grew
up in and around Cholsey, so it’s great that we
can give something back to the Village, particularly the children, who
are our future.”
However, we couldn’t do it without YOUR support, so a very big
thank you to everyone who has attended any of the past 5 Race Nights or
supported one our Christmas Raffles – THANK YOU.
We sincerely hope that you are able to continue supporting these
events and very much look forward to seeing you at the Society’s 6th Annual
Village Race Night sometime in April/May 2015.
Dave Evans, Cholsey Golf Society

THE VIKINGS ARE COMING!
11.00am - 4.00pm, Saturday August 16th
Viking times will come to life at this family friendly event at Wallingford
Museum, 52 High St.. See and talk to our Viking Warrior with his helmet,
shield, and weapons and see the many other things that he uses everyday
and listen to thrilling tales of Viking life and adventure. Have a chance to
handle pieces of real Saxon pots, learn more about them from our pottery
experts and have a go at making your own Viking and Saxon style pottery.
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Create your own shield or maybe a Viking brooch or Saxon jewellery and
recreate some Saxon writing to replace some of many books stolen or
destroyed by Viking raiders. Learn about Viking houses built in Wallingford
and found by archaeologists and follow a trail exploring the things on
display in the museum from the time of the Vikings, including a real Saxon
arrowhead.
And, of course, our ever popular archaeology sandpits and ‘smelly/
feely’ drawers will be in the museum as usual, to enable children to sample
the fun of discovering things from the past!
To enjoy all this entertainment, children must be accompanied by
an adult but come in FREE. Adults pay just £4 each, giving them a season
ticket which lasts till November covering all our wonderful exhibitions!
Judy Dewey www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

MID-SUMMER STROLL
How perfect – to stroll along our beautiful, calm river bank on MidSummer’s evening in good company! Sunny and warm, with a clear blue
sky, we were delighted with birdsong and with the river meadows alive with
ox-eye daisies and pyramid orchids. We rounded off the sociable evening
stroll with a convivial drink at the Red Lion. A big thank you is due to Jenny
Robson for leading this lovely event.
Sue Jeffs, Cholsey 1000 Plus
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NEWS ROUND-UP
Children’s Summer Play Activities in Cholsey
By now CHIPS, our excellent Cholsey Holiday Play Scheme is in full
swing, but there also are more wonderful activities to come in August, with
Action in the Park (including the Play & Activity Day). Don’t miss the details
on pages 43 &44.

Useful information from C.A.B.
We have periodic advice columns which deal with common problems
people may be facing such as dealing with debts or issues with their
employment or housing. Concerns about the behaviour of Bailiffs are
covered currently. For more information contact: 01235 750750 or bureau@
didcotcab.cabnet.org.uk

Playing and learning Bridge
Wallingford Bridge Club offers a chance for experienced players to
play regularly as well as offering classes for those new to bridge or returning
to it; the courses for 2014/5 start on Tuesday October 7th.
If you are interested in learning more about either WBC or Bridge
lessons contact Gillian Weatherley (gillianweatherley@hotmail.com, 01865
890616) or visit the club’s website (www.bridgewebs.com/wallingford/)

Ewelme School tea and cakes
Ewelme School will be hosting tea and home made cakes on Sunday
14th September from 2.30 - 5pm. All proceeds to go to the school.

Dorchester Abbey Music Festival
OSJ’s annual music festival in Dorchester Abbey this year has 7
events with a great line up, including the return of Sir James and Lady
Jeanne Galway, renowned pianists Maki Sekiya and Ilya Chetverikov,
violinist Jan Schmolck and the sensational Derek Paravicini Quartet.
Register for FREE membership of OSJ Conductor’s Circle to
buy a Season Ticket to all 7 concerts for £80 (full price £140). Details see:
www.osjcircle.org.uk
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SPORTS ROUND-UP
Cholsey Short Mat Bowls Club News
We began bowling in the Great Hall at Fair Mile
in February. We started with 3 mats, two of which were
borrowed and various pieces of borrowed equipment.
Twenty one folk had come to see what short mat
bowling was about. We invited Dave Wiggins and Les
Woodward who bowl at Warborough and are members
of the England Short Mat Bowls squad to formally bowl
the first woods and open the club. It proved to be an
excellent evening. The new bowlers were able to observe
first class bowls and aspire to be just as good!
Now, 16 weeks later, we are bowling with 26 or 27
bowlers regularly on 4 mats, having bought two more of
our own, which were delivered to the club by the Chairman of the English
Short Mat Bowls Association! We have our own equipment which includes
some jacks sponsored by Ray Park, together with new scoreboards and
fenders donated by supporters of the club. We have played in our first
tournament – Benson Invitation Fours where the team of John Hinkins,
Alan Newell, Howard Southwood and Kevin Howarth competed against
more experienced rinks from Challow, Wallingford, Didcot and Stanford
in the Vale. We have played our first friendly match when we prevailed
against “The Astons” winning three of the four games we played. Many of
our members now own their own bowls. Most importantly, we have had
16 most enjoyable Tuesday evenings where the quality of bowling has just
increased every week.
We have planned some more friendly matches both home and away
through the summer and in September we intend to enter a team in the
Second Division of the Oxfordshire South and Vale Short Mat Bowls League.
We are in discussions to introduce our own distinctive shirts in yellow and
black in order to really make an impact!
The club operates on Tuesday evenings from 7.00 pm to 9.30 pm at
the Great Hall. We have members from the “old” part of the village as well
as from the new developments. New members are always welcome and we
can lend bowls – all you need are flat shoes to change into to bowl. Come
and give it a try!
Kevin Howarth, 01491 651126
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Cholsey Cricket Club – 2014 Season
A month into the new season now and we’ve lost a few games to the
weather, but at the time of writing with 3 wins out of 3,
we’ve got a 100% record in the South Oxfordshire Friendly
League, a Twenty20 competition on Wednesday evenings
against local teams. Sunday matches so far have fared a
bit worse but as always they’ve been enjoyable and got
everyone involved. We also have some additional friendly
games this year which are intended to give some of the
youngsters and those who haven’t played for a few years the opportunity
to take part.
We’re through to the semi-finals of the Friendly Cup, which celebrates
its 25th anniversary this year. This was marked by a 6-a-side tournament at
Aldworth on the May Bank Holiday, which if you remember was miserable
as it rained all day. Despite this, all games were played in increasingly
challenging conditions and Cholsey just missed out on a place in the final,
losing to eventual winners Blewbury & Wallingford.
The club also recently played host to the “Cholsey School Cricket
Tournament” – a Wallingford Schools Partnership event organised by
Cholsey School, which hosted 5 local schools with a Year 5 & Year 6 team
from each. In each year group all the teams played each other, so 100
players took part in 20 matches.
Our Friday night sessions every fortnight are proving as popular as
ever, particularly when the sun is out. The licensed Bar & BBQ are open
from 6pm with anyone welcome to come along for an enjoyable sociable
evening whether you’re interested in cricket or not. Our BBQ meat comes
from Ray Park in Cholsey, and our Bar has a range of Beers, Wines and soft
drinks at club prices.
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The Youth Coaching takes place from 6-7.15pm with between 30-45
children attending each session so far with ages ranging from 4 up to 18
– some of the parents have found their way over to the nets for a bat and
bowl as well. The dates for the remainder of the season are as follows on
Fridays: 1st August, 15th August, 29th August, 12th September
If your Children are interested in the training sessions, you’re interested
in playing for the senior team or would like to help in any way please don’t
hesitate to get in touch. To keep up to date with any matches and events
please find us on facebook or on our website.
Andy Chapman, 07753-949575 or 01491-652121

www.cholseycricketclub.co.uk
www.facebook.com/cholseycricketclub
Twitter @cholseycricket
Cholsey Tennis Club
Hopefully by the time you read this summer will be in full swing
and you will have watched Wimbledon and thought about getting out your
racquets that have been hiding in a cupboard and want to have a go
yourself.
We would welcome any new residents having moved to Cholsey, our
club is of mixed standards so why not come and have a go? Our adult social
club night is Tuesday from 6.30pm; you can come as a visitor for six times
before being asked to join. Interested juniors contact Jason Harrison; adult
coaching also available. Please visit our web-site for details.
At the time of writing this article we are halfway through our Cholsey
school link where we have a total at times of 66 children on a Tuesday
morning which they seem to be enjoying, we have been doing this for more
years than I care to mention, and also, more recently, with The Tree House
school .
For more information contact us at www.cholseytennisclub.co.uk
Jenny Robson. Tel: 01491 651477
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Wallingford Hockey Club
Wallingford Hockey Club’s objective is to
provide “Seriously Fun Hockey” to all of our members
from those who join our thriving junior teams in the
Under 6s through to those looking to pass their skills
on to younger generations. Our junior section for
Under 12s has 260 members and plays matches and
tournaments throughout the season. This coming
season will aim to develop the boys and girls U14 and
U16 teams to help integrate them into our successful
adult teams. Our five Mens and four Ladies teams
provide competitive hockey for players of all abilities.
As well as offering seriously fun hockey on the
pitch we also have a thriving social scene with many events throughout the
season and the summer and a fine club house open 7 days a week.
The Club is always looking for new members of all abilities, so, whether
you are a current player looking for a new Club or someone looking to
return to hockey after a while, we have something to offer you. There is no
better time to join, as we are offering half price senior membership fees for
new members for the 2014-15 season.
Our season’s curtain raiser – the Wallingford Hockey Club’s Club
Day, will be held on Sunday 7th September and is open to everyone with
hockey, food, drink and other entertainment provided throughout the day.
To find out more, please visit:
www.wallingfordhc.org.uk or contact either
mensclubcaptain@wallingfordhc.org.uk or
ladiesclubcaptain@wallingfordhc.org.uk
You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter.
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Cholsey Golf Society
It has been another brilliant year and as I write this, with only two golf
days left for this season, Maidenhead in July and Bicester in August, Ian
Brown sits on top of the League Table with an unassailable lead. Even
with two disasters and his nearest rival winning both, he can’t be caught.
Well done Ian, League Champion in just your second season with the
Society.
However, the competition for Runner-up couldn’t be much closer with
four members, Ricky Cox, Andy Beal, Andy Halstead and our Chairman
Dave Miners, fighting it out, separated
by just 13 points.
In the Competitions we are
at the Semi-Final stages in both
the Singles and Doubles with Ian
Brown, yes you’ve guessed it, still in
both – Dave Evans, his partner in the
Doubles, obviously chose wisely at the
start of the season! Can Ian be the first
in the history of the Society to do the
TREBLE?
Our season ends in September
when we visit The Belfry for our
Captain’s Day and Presentation Dinner
– there are still places available.
We are a thriving local society,
founded in 1992, currently with
35 members, whose golfing skills
range from the sublime (HC 6) to the
ridiculous (HC 28). We play monthly
IAN BROWN – Mr Consistent
at various courses in Oxfordshire and
neighbouring counties.
If interested in joining us, you will be assured of a very warm and
friendly welcome, although there is just one requirement you will need
apart from some golf clubs – a sense of humour !
Please contact the secretary for more information and a copy of our
fantastic monthly Newsletter :
Dave Evans

dave.vans@virgin.net
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Cholsey Bluebirds
[From the Editors: we are very sorry but due to shortage of space this time, we have had to
edit some of the following reports.]

The previous season was brilliant but this year has exceeded all
expectations with every team playing their hearts out and 2 of the older
teams winning their hard fought leagues. Equally successful, despite the
efforts of the weather on the Saturday morning, was our weekend SIXES
TOURNAMENT at the end of May, attended by over 140 teams throughout
Oxfordshire and neighbouring counties.
Without the effort and commitment of our managers, coaches and
assistants; the skills, the desire to improve and the emphasis on teamwork
from the players; and together with the superb help and support from our
parents and many other individuals – we just could not exist. Our heartfelt
thanks go to everyone associated with this truly wonderful Club of ours.
THANK YOU ALL.
Glen Hawkins (Chairman) & John McLaughlin (Vice-Chairman)
Note from Dave Evans: Do you have any records or memories of
the Bluebirds from the late 60s or even earlier ? We think it’s our GOLDEN
JUBILEE next year having been “founded” in 1965 – but we need confirmation
– can YOU help? Please contact dave.vans@virgin.net

Above Left: The Rising Stars (5-6 year-olds) are the future of Cholsey Bluebirds! They
are a delightful group and their enthusiasm is infectious. If anyone would like to join us next
year, they will be very welcome. (There are no matches at this age). Steve Wilkinson PIC
Above Right: Under 7s (5 aside) have come from their first game at 5-0 down, to
runners-up in the Christmas Trophy Event. This was a great 1st season for me and hopefully
the first of many. Well done everybody! Mike Collins PIC
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Above: Under 8s (5 aside) A very good season with all players improving individually,
and as a team. Our Tournament, was a great success and winning the Fairplay plate was the
icing on the cake. Even on our Butlins tour, where we were outplayed most of the time, our
supporters kept singing and an attempt at the Mexican wave brought a smile. Dave Miners
& Barry Primmer PIC
Under 9s (7 aside) have had a challenging season but the team has played with
total commitment and always big smiles. Like the England team in Brazil, our performances
and results could have been better this season, so our template for next season will be as
follows: The mental strength of the Germans; The team spirit of Chile; The flair of Columbia;
The goal-scoring of the Dutch; The style of the Italians; The support of the Brazilians;The
black humour of the English; plus Lionel Messi up front!
Glen Hawkins, Howard Hawkins & Louise (Senior Administrator)

Above: Under 10s (7 aside) results have been mixed, but it’s been a fabulous season
with everyone improving individually and developing a good “team” ethos. Some of the
passing and determination to win the ball has been brilliant but, (like Leyton Orient) we
need to work on our penalty taking - losing 7 of 9 recent penalty shootouts is worse than
England! Thanks to all involved – you are a credit to yourselves and I am very proud to be
associated with you. We’re looking to expand next season as we move to a 9 aside format.
Dave Evans
U11s (9 aside) had a small squad of players, but formed a close knit and enthusiastic
team. During the season we went from a few early defeats to finishing in the top half of the
league with some excellent performances. The team have been a joy to coach this season
and clearly enjoy each other’s company. Andy Chapman
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U12s (9 aside) began the season in
the B league, but came to the final game
of the autumn league as top scorers, but
unfortunately lost to Quarry in a final game
decider. They attended the Oxford Mail
Presentation Night as Runners-up, and
began the second half of the season in the
‘A’ league. There the boys got revenge for the
‘B’ league defeat with a thumping 4-0 win
against. Quarry! From there they went on,
playing brilliantly to finally become A League
champions enjoying a Presentation Night at
the Kassam Stadium! To top off the perfect end to the season, we had 3 nominations in
the U12 Player of the Year with Freddie, Liam and Ben all being nominated by opposition
managers. Ben deservedly went on to pick up the award. Steve Wilkinson & Adi Junkinson
U15s (11 aside) finished the season as
winners of their League! This was particularly
pleasing after losing every game last season
when we scored just 17 goals. This year we
scored 115 league goals, conceding only 19,
and won 15 out of 16 matches! The players who
had carried on after such a tough time last year
can be very proud. Opposing team managers
and even the referees commented on the good
sportsmanship of the team. Jon Blackmore

Cholsey United
With the continuing success of the young Bluebirds teams seen
above, it only feels fitting that the adults should step back into the frame to
complete the Cholsey footballing scene.
It is full steam ahead for Cholsey United who will return to playing
regular football in the village this summer. A set of friendly fixtures will
begin the proceedings through late July and August. This will include the
annual Flippy Fox Memorial game (24th August - 11am K.O).
While fixtures are yet to be released, the league campaign is set to
begin on Sunday 7th September. The Upper Thames Valley League has
confirmed that CUFC will be playing in Division 2 (rather than 3). This news
was very well received by new club manager Danny Woods whose squad is
already looking strong enough to challenge for a title spot.
Our return to regular village football means a huge amount to all
involved in the club. We would love to see a strong following of the team at
our home (or away) fixtures. Full details of fixture dates, times and locations
will be posted weekly on www.cholseyunitedfc.co.uk
David Dewey, Club Secretary

65

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
ADULT
LEARNING
Wallingford

Sue Gibbens
St. George’s Road
Wallingford OX10 8HR
836710 or
0845 351 0646

Day and evening courses in many subjects
locally. Info at local libraries or at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
adultlearning@oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.oxfordshire.goc.uk/adultlearning

BELLRINGERS
Cholsey

Jenny Jeskins
73Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9PA
651579
Tuesdays
8 – 9 p.m.

Ringers welcome on Tuesdays at 8 p.m. Ringing
on Sundays at 9.15-9.45a.m. Please phone
beforehand if you wish to see the bells or join
the group.
St. Mary’s Parish Church

BLUEBIRDS
FOOTBALL CLUB
Cholsey

Glenn Hawkins
49 Station Road
Cholsey OX10
651314

New players always welcome:
Boys U7, U8, U9, U10, U11, U12, U15,U16

Matches
played SAT
Matches
played SUN

All on Jubilee Field

U7, U8
U9 – U16

Open to girls and boys. Anchors (5-7) 6 p.m.;
Juniors (8-11) 7 p.m.; Company (11+) 7.30 p.m.
http://1wallingford.boys-brigade.org.uk
Istwallingford@boys-brigade.org.uk

BOYS’ BRIGADE
1st and 3rd
Wallingford

Nev Keating
Genevieve
Fair Field
Cholsey OX10
652602

1st

Wednesday

6 p.m., 7 p.m., and 7.30 p.m.

3rd

Tuesday

6 p.m., 7 p.m., and 7.30 p.m.

BROWNIE
GUIDES
First Cholsey

Amanda Gammer
Flitcroft
2 Croft Villas
Wallingford OX10 8XW
07906 266011

BUMPS,
BUNDLES & TINY
TOTS

Sadie Quinton
07809 256777

Mondays

Wallingford Methodist
Church
Baptist Church, Honey Lane,
Cholsey

If you or your daughter would like to know
more, please call 0800 1695901 or visit the
website. Subscriptions are £22.50 / 2 school
terms
amanda_gf@hotmail.com
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

6 p.m. – 7.15 p.m.

Laurence Hall

A friendly informal group for parents & carers
with babies up to 18 months, and parents-to-be.
Make friends, share experiences and enjoy tea,
coffee, juice & biscuits. £2 per adult.
Baby change and breast-feeding friendly.
cbbttg@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/cholseyvillage

Fridays

9.30 a.m. - 11.30 a.m.

Great Hall, Fair Mile
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES

CAPA CHOLSEY
ALLOTMENTS
PROTECTION
ASSOCIATION

Pam Kendall (Secretary)
40 Rothwells Close
Cholse OX10 9LF
652953

Monday
quarterly

CHILDREN'S
CENTRE
Wallingford

7 p.m.

66 or 40 Rothwells Close
Free play and learning opportunities for children
aged up to 5 years run by charity, Action for
Children. Two groups are run in Cholsey.

01491 835179

wallingfordcc@actionforchildren.org.uk

1 pm to 2.30pm
2pm to 3.30pm

Ruth Chenery
52 West End
Cholsey OX10 9LW
200218
In Summer
holidays

CHOKO

pamkendall267@btinternet.com

Sharon Giffiths
8A Castle Street
Wallingford OX10 8DL

Tuesday
Wednesday

CHIPS
Cholsey Holiday
Play Scheme

Chairman: MS Woodley
AGM in December
New members always welcome

5 days of fun & outings for ages 5-11 living in
Cholsey or attending Cholsey School
ruthchenery@ntlworld.com

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

James Butler
31 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
651490

Carolyn Fitzmaurice
9 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
651640

CHOLSEY 1000
PLUS
Cholsey’s
Community
Association

Sue Jeffs (Chair)
8 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
651164
su-ej@hotmail.co.uk

CAROLYNFITZM@aol.
com

Venue varies

CHOKO links CHOlsey with KOdumela in South
Africa through the exchange of information &
fundraising
info@choko.org.uk

www.choko.org.uk

CWR –
CHOLSEY &
WALLINGFORD
RAILWAY

Great Hall, Fair Mile
Cholsey Scout Hall

www.chokobeerfestival.org.
uk

Diesel & steam-hauled trains linking Cholsey
Station & Wallingford. For train & event
information, visit our website.
cwrail@yahoo.co.uk
www.cholsey-wallingford-railway.com

Organises fun events open to everyone.
Publishes The Forty, & Welcome to Cholsey Pack,
also Change at Cholsey – again!, Parish Potters,
& Winterbrook and Cholsey’s East End. Helpers
& new Committee members welcome always!
Please contact us to hire the Community P.A.
system for outdoor community events.
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
(CHOLSEY 1000
PLUS: continued)

To advertise in The Forty info@cholsey.info
magazine, please
http://cholsey.info
contact Sue Jeffs:
forty@piepowder.co.uk (for all Forty copy)
su-ej@hotmail.co.uk
Committee meets
2nd Mon of month

COMMUNITY
CAR SERVICE
Cholsey

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
TRUST (CDT)
Cholsey

Cholsey Great Hall
Off Newlands Way
Cholsey OX10 9HH

COMMUNITY
LIBRARY
Cholsey

Nev Keating
Genevieve
Fairfield
Cholsey OX10 9QA
652602

Cholsey’s Community Choir – good fun, different
genres & a professional leader. New singers
always welcome.
Alternative contact: Mark Gray 651333
duncanreed@dwrconsult.demon.co.uk
7.30 p.m.

Free Church,
Honey Lane

The charity CDT owns and manages community
facilities at Fair Mile/Cholsey Meadows and is
also responsible for helping to create a
harmonious and ‘sustainable’ community in
Cholsey through events and activities. There is a
Membership and Friends Scheme. See our
website for more details.
www.cholseycdt.org.uk

01491 652339

Monday – Friday:
2 p.m. to 4.30
p.m.

COMMUNITY
TEA SHOP,
CHOLSEY

On Mon, Wed or Friday

Duncan Reed
32 Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9PA
651441

Mondays

Forty Adverts:
Sue Jeffs
651164

Transport service providing volunteer drivers for
hospital, doctor visits, shopping, etc. For older,
vulnerable or disabled people in Cholsey
fosterwoolly@tiscali.co.uk

Mary Wooliston
15 Brookside
Cholsey OX10 9NN
651768
Ring 4 p.m. – 6
p.m.

COMMUNITY
CHOIR
Cholsey

Forty Editorial : Judy Dewey
651127
15th February, June and October.

Cholsey’s Community Library has 1000s of
books! It is run by volunteers. To volunteer or
for more information, please contact Nev.
cholsey.library@tesco.net
Also Friday 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Saturday: 9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.

Cholsey Pavilion,
Station Road

Jennie Kent, 17 Honey
Lane, Cholsey OX10 9NL
652100

Run by volunteers from Cholsey village groups
selling home-made cakes and hot/cold drinks.

Saturdays 10 a.m. to
12.30 p.m.

Cholsey Pavilion, Station Road
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
CREATIVE CLUB
Cholsey

Angie Reagan
22 Sandy Lane
Cholsey OX10 9PY
651702
1st & 3rd Tuesday:
7.30 – 9.30 p.m.

CRICKET CLUB
Cholsey

2nd & 4th Monday: 10 a.m. – 12
noon

Cholsey Library,
Cholsey Pavilion,
Station Road

Richard Williams (Sec)
11 Wyndham Gardens
Wallingford OX10 9AU
838265 (h) 692398 (w)
Wednesday &
Friday Sunday

DAY CENTRE
TRUST
Cholsey

Inspire and be inspired! Bring your own craft
project, materials and creativity!
£3 per session inc. tea & coffee
regan22@virginmedia.com

Jenny Gay
10 Goldfinch Lane
Cholsey OX10 9LD
200247
Meetings as
required

New players welcome. Friendly league fixtures
played Wednesday evenings & Sunday
afternoons. Junior coaching & BBQ every other
Friday. Cholsey contact: Andy Chapman 07753
949575
6 p.m.
Cricket Pavilion,
2 p.m.
Chol . Meadows
Management Committee providing and
maintaining a community centre for older
people
jgchswth@singnet.com.sg
See next entry for...

Day Centre
details

DAY CENTRE
Cholsey

Lin Harding
Social activities and lunches for older people in
The Old School
Cholsey and around. Also coffee mornings, lunch
Marymead, Church
clubs and talks. Transport can be arranged.
Road
652970
Mon, Weds,
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Friday

FAIR MILE
SPORTS &
SOCIAL CLUB

Hon Sec or Steward
Memberships available. League darts, snooker,
Morning Star
pool. Members, visitors & guests welcome. Also
Papist Way
public bar and home-cooked food (Tuesday –
Cholsey OX10 9QL
Saturday 12 – 3 p.m.)
651087
Open 7 days a
12 noon – 11.59 p.m.
The Morning Star
week

FIVE-O CLUB
Cholsey

Connie Tappern

FOOTBALL CLUB
Cholsey United

David Dewey
10 Beehive Close
Cholsey OX10 9BF
07946 370794

651752
First Friday of
month

Social club for over and approaching 50s living or
working in Cholsey and around. Monthly
meetings, talks and outings.
7.30 for 8 p.m.
The Old School,
Marymead,
Church Road
Adult male football club. Games are on Sunday
mornings. Home fixtures played at Cholsey Rec.
For details see www.cholseyunitedfc.co.uk
E: secretary@cholseyunitedfc.co.uk
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FREE CHURCH
Cholsey
(Baptist)

Bible Study 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 2.30 – 3.30
Paul E. Revell
4 Marymead
p.m.
Cholsey OX10 9PQ
Sunday service – see below.
651712
Sunday Service
10.30 a.m.
Cholsey Free
Church, Honey
Lane

FRIENDS OF
CHOLSEY PARISH
CHURCH

Howard Gander
37 Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NX
651791

Fundraising for maintenance of St. Mary’s
Church fabric, & to encourage interest in it as a
historic building and a place of worship

GOLF SOCIETY
Cholsey

Secretary
Dave Evans
88 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9QB
01491 652547
Golf usually 3rd
Thursday or
Friday each
month

Founded in 1991 – over 35 members. Costs £35
to join & guests always welcome, whatever
standard! Monthly golf days throughout the
year £26 - £50 inclusive of food.
E: dave.vans@virgin.net
Different local golf clubs each
month in Oxon., Berks., Bucks,
Hants. & Wilts. Captain’s
Day/Presentation Dinner in
September

GUIDES
First Cholsey

Linda Saunders
14 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
201479
Monday

GUIDES
Rangers

Liz Butcher
71 Honey Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NJ
651256
Thursday

HISTORICAL &
Archaeological
Society ( TWHAS)
Wallingford

Judy Dewey
16 Lapwing Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NL
651127

For guides aged 10 to 14 years

7.30 – 9 p.m.

Laurence Hall

For girls and women aged 14 to 25 years
ebutcher@btconnect.com
7.45 – 9.45 p.m.

71 Honey Lane

Monthly meetings with illustrated talks. Visitors
always welcome (£3). Active research on local
history & archaeology. Monthly newsletter.
Helps to run Wallingford Museum.
judy@piepowder.co.uk

2nd Friday of
month Sept–June

7.45 for 8 p.m.

Wallingford Town
Hall

70

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Cholsey

Jennie Kent (Sec)
17 Honey Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NL
652100
Store open
Saturdays March
to October

LITTLE FISHES
Baby & Toddler
Group

Joan Adams
3 Kennedy Crescent
Cholsey OX10 9QZ
202491
Tuesday

MESSY CHURCH
Cholsey

Gillie Newbold

200284
Saturdays when
advertised

NETBALL CLUB
Cholsey

Karen Silkstone
1 Slade Road
Cholsey OX10 9PD
201783
Thursday

OPTIMISTS
BADMINTON

Tricia Stanton
19 Queen’s Road
Cholsey OX10 9QX
651987
Monday

PANTOLOONS
Cholsey

Cathy Harrison
25 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
201694

Rehearsals
usually Sat. / Sun
morning...

RHS affiliated. Members’ store with low prices.
Membership: Families £3. Organises annual
village show in August and regular events.
Jennifer_kent@btinternet.com
www.CholseyHortSoc.org.uk
10 a.m. – 12 noon

Station Road
Allotments

Run by St. Mary’s Church, for anyone caring for
a child under 5. A fun & friendly group.
Alternative contact: Church Office 651812
kenneth.adams4@ntlworld.com
9 a.m. – 12 noon

Laurence Hall

Messy Church is an afternoon of fun, crafts and
activities, songs and bible stories for the whole
family.
gillian.newbold@yahoo.co.uk
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Laurence Hall

Great fun and good exercise!
k.silkstone@ntlworld.com
7 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Cholsey School

Badminton for the Over-50s. Fun and fitness!
triciapeter.flowers@talktalk.net
2.15 – 4 p.m.

Wallingford Regal

Village amateur dramatic group, performing
annual Pantomime and summer musical shows.
New members always welcome – on-stage and
back-stage. Performing at the Fair Mile Great
Hall.
cathy.harrison@environment-agency.gov.uk
...Wednesday evening

Fair Mile Great
Hall
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PTA – Parent
Teacher
Association

Karen McMahon
Causeway House
4 Church ERoad
Cholsey OX10 9PP
0796 995 8094
Half-termly

PARISH CHURCH
OF ST. MARY’S

Rev. Andrew Petit
(Vicar)
The Vicarage
Church Road
Cholsey OX10 9PP
651216
Enquiries
welcome at
Vicarage or Office

Alternative contact: Head Teacher, Cholsey
School OX10 9PP. All parents of Cholsey
schoolchildren are welcome to join.
karenjmacmahon@gmail.com
7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m.

Cholsey School

Main Sunday service for all ages at 9.45 a.m.
Creche & children’s group available.
See next entry & website for more details.
andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
www.parishes.oxford.anglican.org
/cholsey

See also next
entry

PARISH CHURCH
OF ST. MARY’S

Madeline Sherratt,
Evening Service 6 p.m. Holy Communion 1st
Lynda Petit
Sunday only. 8 a.m. traditional Communion 3rd
Church Office
Sunday only. At Old School (Day Centre) at 5
Laurence Hall
p.m. 2nd Sunday.
Church Road
mail@cholseychurch.plus.com
Cholsey OX10 9PP
651812
Office open: Mon Thurs 9 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
2-5 p.m. Weds 9
a.m. – 4p.m.

PARISH COUNCIL
Cholsey

Melanie Malcolm
Parish Clerk
Cholsey Pavilion
Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
652255
1st & 3rd
Wednesday

PAVILION TRUST
Cholsey

James Butler
31 Station Road
Cholsey OX10 9PT
651490

The Parish Council meets fortnightly on a
Wednesday & members of the public are
welcome to attend. Office hours are: Monday –
Thursday 10 a.m. – 12 noon.
cholseypc.clerk@mediummail.co.uk
www.cholseypc.org
7.30 p.m.

Cholsey Pavilion

Leases, manages & maintains the Cholsey
Pavilion on behalf of the Parish Council.
Management Committee includes stakeholder
members.
Hall & facilities bookings are via the Parish
Council, see previous entry.
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PRE-SCHOOL
Cholsey

Registration Sec
Cholsey Pre-School
Church Road
Cholsey OX10 9PP

Monday to Friday

RUGBY CLUB
Wallingford

Cholsey PreSchool at Cholsey
School

Mini: U5 – U12; Junior: U13 – U16
Colts: U17 – U19; Senior: 19+
Club originated in Cholsey!
www.wallingfordrugbyclub.com
7.30 p.m.

Jenny Jeskins
651579
Lin Harding
652970
Monday

SCOUT GROUP
Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts

8.45 a.m. – 3.15 p.m.

Des Leroy
641669
07734 791933

Colts & Seniors:
Tues & Thurs

SCRABBLE CLUB

Children may be registered from the age of 1.5
years. Call in to Pre-School for more details.
Contact Tracey Bradley Managing Supervisor
07980 417753
cholseypreschool@googlemail.com

Hithercroft
Sports Club

A new club starting on 1st September. Meets
Monday afternoons 2pm to 4pm.

2pm to 4pm

Group Scout Leader
Ross Heriot
27 Cross Road
Cholsey
r_heriot@yahoo.co.uk

Old School (Day
Centre)

Beavers (age 6-7) contact Bruce Nicholson
652449. beavers@cholseyscouts.org
Cubs (age 8-10) contact Ali Crotch-Harvey
07807534913. cubs@cholseyscouts.org
Scout Troop (10 – 14) contact Andy Sims 652672
scouts@cholseyscouts.org
www.cholseyscouts.org

Thursday Beavers
Wednes - Cubs
Wednes - Scouts

SCOUT HALL
and to hire
Inflatable
Assault Course

Please email

5.45 – 7 p.m. term-time
6.15 – 7.45 p.m. term-time
7.45 – 9.15 p.m. term-time
hallhire@cholseyscouts.org
www.cholseyscouts.org

Scout Hall
behind Red Lion
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SHORT MAT
BOWLS CLUB
Cholsey

Kevin Howarth
The Old Post Office
17 The Forty
Cholsey OX10 9NA
651126
Tuesdays

SILVER BAND
Cholsey

New club started in February 2014 offering short
mat bowls weekly on 4 mats at the Cholsey
Great Hall. Contact Kevin for more information.
For Great Hall details, see
www.cholseycdt.org.uk
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Mike Walker (Sec)
14 Freeman Road
Didcot OX11 7DE
01235 - 210289
Tuesday

Great Hall

Cholsey Silver Band welcomes new players
including young people. Please see our website.
Musical Director Peter Church.
mcew@dsi.pipex.com
www.cholseysilverband.co.uk
7 p.m. learners
8 p.m. seniors

Scout Hall
behind Red Lion

SUSTAINABLE
CHOLSEY
c/o Sustainable
Wallingford

Catherine Somerville

Part of Sustainable Wallingford. Interested in
promoting sustainable lifestyles in and around
Cholsey.
somecath21@virginmedia.com

TENNIS CLUB
Cholsey

Jean Buck
83 Ilges Lane
Cholsey OX10 9PA
651867

Club nights as shown below. Coaching available.
Additional contact: Jenny Robson 651477

ADULTS:
Tuesday

TODDLER
PLAYGROUP
Cholsey

JUNIORS:
Sunday

Vicky Beardall-Richards
200291

Thursday

WALKING
GROUP
(SAS) Cholsey

jean.buck3@virginmedia.com
www.cholseytennisclub.co.uk

Tony Rayner
Red Cow Cottage
Wallingford Road
Cholsey OX10 9LG
651609
1st Tuesday in
month

6.30 p.m.
Tennis Courts,
Cholsey Rec.

Friendly atmosphere, lots of toys and activities.
Cost: £1.50 per adult & 50p per child. Babies
free.

9.30 a.m. – 12 noon

Laurence Hall

Informal village walking group open to all.
Reasonable fitness needed (walks at least 4
miles). Walking boots strongly recommended!
Dates on posters & in The Forty magazine
10 a.m. start

Depart from The
Forty
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WEA
(Workers’
Educational
Association)

Sue Jeffs
8 Pound Lane
Cholsey OX10 9NR
651164

Tuesdays

WHIST CLUB

10 or 10.30 a.m.

Jenny Jeskins
651579

2nd Thursday of
month

WI Cholsey

Day classes in Goring and Watlington – Tuesday
mornings starting in September and January.
For more information, contact: Goring – Alan
Winchcomb 01491 872773; Watlington – Ann
Reed 01865 890428
www.wea.org.uk

Starts again on Thursday 11th September. You
don't need to be an expert, but some knowledge
of the rules is an advantage! £3 per session
including tea and raffle.

7pm

Momena Wright

YOUTH CLUB
Cholsey

Marymead
Common Room
Lots of fun – share your skills and expertise!
Talks, outings and fun activities. New members
always welcome!
momena.wright1@openworld.com

651112
4th Wednesday of
month

Goring & Pyrton,
Watlington

7.30 – 9.30 p.m.

Jacob Dearman
Youth Worker
Vicky Bayliss (Sec)
cholseyyouthclubsecret
ary@gmail. com
Lindsay Ramsay (Chair)
chair@cholseyyouthclu
b.co.uk

Cholsey Pavilion

The Cholsey Youth Club has a new Youth
Worker. The Club has its own room at Cholsey
Pavilion and is open for activities and
involvement by Cholsey young people each
week.
Contact Youth Worker, Jacob Dearman, for
details of ClubH, outreach, and other activities.

youthleader@cholseyyouthclub.co.uk

