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After the long, wet winter we’ve had, the blossom and butterflies and 
birdsong of Spring seem even more welcome than usual this year!

As well as the countryside springing to life, Cholsey folk seem to 
be getting livelier and healthy too. The village has already hosted a very 
successful Cholsey Chase and Spinathon. Now, the Complementary Health 
Centre is offering a Health Day (see page 54), CHOKO is offering the chance 
to row and cycle the distance to South Africa (see page 24), the Scouts are 
offering the May Day Fun Run (see page 20), and for those of us who prefer 
to be a bit less energetic, there are the Cholsey Walking Group walks(see 
page 39) and the Mid-summer Stroll (see page 26) to look forward to.

Once again, the magazine is packed with information about events 
and activities – both those to come and those that have already been 
enjoyed. Let’s get out there and enjoy the Spring and all that our village 
has to offer.

Don’t forget the Cholsey Website http//: cholsey.info to keep you up-
to-date with all that’s going on.

Sue Jeffs & Judy Dewey, Editors

Fun Run for a group of ‘grannies’ in 1986. See Tribute to Marilyn Jarman, (second left) on page 21.
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MAY DAY AND FUN RUN 

Sunday 4th May 12 noon to 4.00pm.
Why not join the Cholsey May Day Celebrations on Sunday 4th 

May from 12 noon on the Recreation Ground, Station Road. A little 
bit traditional and a lot relaxed! May Queen and King, May Pole 
Dancing (also a chance to have-a-go yourself!), food, bar, live music, 
and children’s entertainer. Cholsey Scouts will also be organising a 
Fun Run again. Keep an eye out for posters with more details and on 
http://cholsey.info. 

CHOLSEY’S MAY KING AND QUEEN 2014

Will it be YOU?
There will be a Children’s Disco at the 

Cholsey Pavilion, Station Road, on Thursday 
24th April from 6.00pm to 7.30pm. As well as 
a good fun disco for all Cholsey children aged 
5 to 11 years, there will be an adults’ bar, and 
refreshments for children. All children must be 
accompanied all evening by an adult.

At this event, we will be selecting Cholsey’s 
May King and Queen and their Attendants for crowning at this year’s May 
Day and Fun Run (see above). Any Year 6 girl or boy who lives in Cholsey 
may enter to be Cholsey’s May King or Queen. You will need to provide a 
short statement setting out why you would like to be May King or Queen 
and what you feel you have to offer. The panel of independent judges will 
consider your statement and will chat to you about it at the Disco, before 
they decide who should be Cholsey’s May King and Queen for 2014.

Any Cholsey boy or girl in years 1-5 may enter as an Attendant (one 
boy and one girl will be selected – names from a hat on the disco night).

The Disco is being organised jointly by Cholsey 1000 Plus, Cholsey 
Youth Club, and Cholsey CDT. If you have any questions, please contact Val 
Bolt on 01491 651864.
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TRIBUTE TO MARILYN JARMAN

Marilyn Jarman was an inspirational person, 
highly involved in the instigation of many of the 
community ventures which make Cholsey such a 
special village. We were very saddened to learn that 
her 12 year battle against cancer had finally ended on 
March 4th. From a diagnosis giving her just six months, 
she had fought hard and, to her delight, had lived on 
to see eight grandchildren born during her ‘borrowed’ 
time. She was 67.

It was this sort of strength, and belief that good 
things could be achieved with a bit of hard work, that 
characterised all Marilyn’s activities on behalf of the 
village, beginning with the original Cholsey 1000 
celebrations in 1986. She led the committee which 
organised ‘The Big Weekend’, the central feature of that year’s events. The 
sight of her pedalling round the Recreation Ground, ensuring that every 
aspect of the day was running smoothly, is a vivid memory.

 The 1986 Millennium left behind a great community spirit. Marilyn 
went on to chair Cholsey 1000 Plus in its early days, initiating events such 
as May Day, the Wellie Walk and also the Cholsey Challenge quiz - with 
husband Mike as question-setter for the next twenty years! She was also 
one of the masterminds behind Cholsey’s Second Millennium celebrations 
in 2000. Marilyn was a wonderful organiser, always keeping immaculate 
notes, and with such a lovely, ebullient and cheerful manner - who could 
possibly resist that Welsh persuasion to get involved? 

She also played a pivotal role in the highly demanding project to turn 
the derelict old school into the beautiful Day Centre it now is - a lasting 
legacy to all. She was Chair of the Day Centre Trust for many years. 

 In addition, she was an active Governor of Wallingford School for 
several years. She also played fun roles in productions by The Pantoloons 
- she had a lovely singing voice. She always treasured her Welsh origins, 
where she spent her childhood and met her future husband; she and Mike 
greatly enjoyed the annual Wallingford  ‘Noson Lawen’ evenings. 

Marilyn will be very sadly missed but her inspiration lives on.
There will be a Memorial for Marilyn at Cholsey Church at 11.30am 

on Friday 11 April. All are welcome. 
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CHOLSEY CHALLENGE 2014

The (almost) annual Cholsey Challenge Quiz took place at the Pavilion 
on 31 January 2014, ably organised by Cholsey 1000 Plus.

With two thirds of our team Cholsey Challenge novices, but having 
enjoyed a couple of other quiz nights in the village recently we decided to 
enter. We joined 17 other teams for an enjoyable evening of questions and 
refreshments.  Question setter Johnnie Cuffe provided a challenging and 
wide-ranging set of questions – who knew that ‘Wall and Peace’ and ‘Love 
is in the Air’ were works by Banksy, or that ‘I used to be snow white, but 
then I drifted’ is a quote by Mae West?  Collection of question papers and 
scoring was slickly organised, tasty food was served directly to our tables 
and there was a bar in the foyer. Rather to our surprise and despite our 
poor showing on the sports round, by about the half-way point we were in 
the lead and we maintained a narrow lead right to the end, winning by a 
few points.

Final results were:
1st place  The Papist Way Posse
2nd place Five go Quizzing
3rd place Lower the Tone
Winners of the Richard Cross Sports Cup:  Odd One Out.
Many thanks to the organisers and to the quiz master, James Butler, 

for an enjoyable evening. See you there next year. We’ll be working on our 
sports general knowledge in the meantime!

The Papist Way Posse: Sophie and Steve Harrison, 
Judith Atkins, John Hancock, Catherine Hobbs and 
Malcolm Singh.
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LETTER

Dear Cholsey Residents,
Last year a friend of mine in the village was diagnosed with 

Lymphoma shortly followed by another friend’s sister. I felt that I wanted to 
do something. I am aiming to raise a massive £3500 for charity.

In November I plan to undertake a 10 day trek in the Cambodian 
jungle. I will be trekking up to 8 hours a day. The challenge is graded 
as ‘tough’ due to basic living conditions, the extreme heat, humidity and 
having to carry kit.

Those of you who know me well will know that after some training I 
will be able to achieve the trekking but the real challenge to me will be the 
camping! I have never camped, even in this country and have a weakness 
for 5 star hotels with room service and cannot even go to the toilet if there 
isn’t a lock on the door! (Where do you plug hair straighteners in in the 
jungle?!)

I need your support. We all know someone who has suffered as a 
result of cancer, right? Please support me by donating securely either via:

•	 my PayPal account angela@supanet.com or 
•	 my fundraising pagewww.justgiving.com/angelarowlands

Thank you.

Angela Rowlands

BBC RADIO OXFORD’S BIG TOUR

BBC Radio Oxford’s Big Tour of Oxfordshire is coming to the Cholsey 
area from 16th-26th April. We’ll be visiting you to find out what’s important 
to local people and the things that go on in the area. Everything from 
local business, social life, events, your likes and dislikes, facilities, the area’s 
history,  interesting characters, etc. If you would like to tell us about your 
area, come and see us on The Forty from 10.00-15.00 on Wednesday 16th 
April, and at the train station on Saturday 19th April from 0800-1400. You 
can also call the Big Tour team on 03459 311444 during office hours or 
email thebigtour@bbc.co.uk  
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GETTING TO AFRICA IN A WEEKEND

You might think this is an easy achievement. Go to Heathrow, get on 
a plane, sit back and relax. However Choko never does things the easy way! 
Over the Easter weekend we will be using the facilities of the Barn Gym 
in Cholsey to cycle and row the distance from Cholsey to Kodumela (the 
community that Choko supports in South Africa) travelling by land and sea 
(hence the rowing!). This is a HUGE challenge as the total distance we need 
to cover is in excess of 13,000 kilometres. Our aim is to get sponsorship to 
complete the challenge and if we achieve our goal of £1 per kilometre we 
will raise over £13,000 (obviously). There will be a prize for the individual 
who covers the most distance over the weekend.

There are many ways that you can get involved:

•	 Challenge	 yourself,	 get	 sponsored	 and	 volunteer	 to	 cycle	 or	 row	
some of the distance (you do not have to be a member of the gym 
to take part)

•	 Come	along	to	help	record	some	of	the	distances/serve	refreshments/
support etc

•	 Sponsor	those	taking	part
•	 If	you	are	a	gym	member	then	do	a	workout	in	the	gym	–	all	the		

distances done on the gym machines over the Easter weekend  will be 
added to the total for the challenge

This event would not be possible without the support and sponsorship 
of Spencer and the team at the Barn Gym. If you haven’t yet seen what a 
great facility the gym is for the village come along at Easter and have a 
look.

We would also like to thank Matrix, the company who make gym 
equipment, who have provided the means of recording the distance covered 
on the bikes.

Please contact Bev Butler on bevbutler@bpp.com or 
01491 651490 for more details about the event.  
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5TH ANNUAL FUN FAMILY RACE NIGHT

Following last year’s successful event, the 
annual Fun Family Race Night, organised by 
Cholsey Golf Society, will once again take place at 
the Cholsey Pavilion on Saturday 10th May 2014. 

This will be its 5th year and, thanks to your 
support, the Golf Society has generously donated 
over £800 to local organisations in that time.

In fact, combining with the Society’s Christmas 
Raffle, we have raised over £2500 during the past 7 years for : Cholsey 
Bluebirds, Cholsey Primary School & PTA, Cholsey Pre-School, CHOKO, The 
Treehouse School, Cholsey Beavers & Scouts, and CHIPS.

The Society is very proud of its tradition and as our Chairman, Dave 
Miners, points out, “I and many of our members still live or grew up in 
Cholsey, so it’s great that we can give something back to the village.”

This year, we are supporting CHOKO by sponsoring a barrel at their 
Beer Festival in September (fifth year running), Cholsey Youth Club for new 
equipment, and Cholsey Bluebirds FC to purchase “new balls” for next 
season (that’s for the teams, not the managers!).

It is a family event with the emphasis being very much on having a lot 
of fun - with bets only 50p, nobody is going to win or lose a fortune.

The bar and food are again being organised Cholsey Primary School 
PTA – their chefs are second-to-none and judging by the profit they made 
last year (over £500), drinks and especially the delicious food on offer, went 
down extremely well. 

We hope that as many of you as possible can come along and have 
a great evening – you might even go home with more than you came with 
. . . if lady luck is on your side!

There are 9 races in total, with the first race under starter’s orders 
at 6:00pm. For those with more social intentions, the doors (bar and food) 
open at 5:30pm.

We look forward to seeing you and on behalf of everyone associated 
with the Golf Society, our grateful thanks for your support last year and in 
previous years.

Dave Evans, Secretary, Cholsey Golf Society
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THE TREEHOUSE SCHOOL 10K RUN... 

...and 1K Family Fun Run April 27th
 The Treehouse School is well into its second year now, having opened 

in September 2012 for 15 local children in Cholsey. We would be delighted 
to show you around the School or if you’re hungry why not come along and 
have some lunch with us, the food is amazing. To find out more about the 
School please visit the School’s web page www.thetreehouseschool.org

 The School is completely self-funded as it receives no government 
funding, solely relying on fund raising and donations. The parents of the 
school are organising a 10K Run and a 1K Family Fun Run which will take 
place on 27th April at 10am. 

 The 10K Run will be a mixed terrain - off and on road - taking the 
runners around the outskirts of the village, starting and finishing at the 
Pavilion where the Family Fun Run will take place. Once the 10K runners 
have left the park the Family Fun Run will get underway. The 1K route 
around the park is open to anyone of any age. If one lap isn’t enough 
then you can do as many after that as you like! Trophies will be awarded 
at 11.30am to the winners of each age category entering the 10K Run. All 
participants will receive a medal and the first 300 runners will also receive 
a T-shirt.

 Refreshments will be available on the day including bacon butties 
and homemade cakes.

 To register,  visit www.thetreehouseschool.org.uk/wordpress/10k  
To find out how you or your business can support this event by marshalling 
or sponsoring the event please contact Emma at green3.16@talktalk.net. 
We all look forward to seeing you there.

 Emma Green (Parent)

MID-SUMMER STROLL 21ST JUNE AT 6 P.M.

Join us for a stroll, probably along the river, to enjoy the mid-summer 
evening. Birdsong and wild flowers should already be there, and we need 
you to bring the good company! A convivial drink somewhere local may 
well follow the walk, which will be about 1 – 2 hours, depending on the 
weather!  Keep an eye out for posters with more details and also check out 
the cholsey.info website.
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CHOLSEY COMMUNITY TEA SHOP 

Cholsey Pavilion, Station Road, Cholsey
2014 has started off really well, and we are steadily seeing more and 

more people so THANK YOU!  We have introduced newspapers/magazines 
for the adults,  and a few toys for the 
children. Please keep coming to support 
us and your local groups! We are open 
every Saturday morning from 10.00am 
until 12.30pm selling delicious home-
made cakes and hot and cold drinks.  

On Saturday 12th April, Cholsey 
HortSoc will be on duty and Pam 
Seymour will be demonstrating flower 
arranging from about 10am until noon. 
We will stay open into the afternoon 
that day as the Cholsey Complementary 
Health Centre are running an event. On 
Saturday 19th April it’s the W.I.; 26th April Save the Children; 3rd May Boys’ 
Brigade; 10th May Cholsey 1000 Plus; 17th May Youth Club; 24th May St. 
Mary’s Church. Various information packs are available, things on sale, or 
demos. Hope to see you there!

Jennie Kent, Community Tea Shop Organizer, on behalf 
of the Cholsey Pavilion Trust
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CHOLSEY HORTSOC - TRIBUTE TO JOHN

John Hodgson: 1986-2014

President of Cholsey Horticultural Society 
It is with great sadness 

that we have to report the 
death of our President,  John 
Hodgson on  February 15th 
2014.

 John has been 
an excellent and active 
President always supporting 
our meetings and activities 
especially the Flower Show.

John and Eve came 
to Cholsey in 1964 as 
John had taken the post of 
Physics Teacher at the then 
Wallingford Grammar School. 
John and Eve both took 
up Bell Ringing, with John 
becoming Tower Captain. One 
night, when Bell Rringing was 
cancelled, he walked past 
a sign for the Horticultural 
Society A.G.M. He went in 
and came out at the end as 
Chairman. He remained as 
Chairman until they moved to Warborough in 1986, when he was elected 
as President.

John has always supported the Flower Show by helping with 
arrangements running the Auction and presenting the Cups. He entered 
many classes in the Show and encouraged others to do so. His giant onions 
were legendary and his Dhalias were fabulous, making a grand display at 
the end of the tent.

We will miss him.
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Our Store 

We opened for the new season on March 1st, and we look forward to 
seeing you between 10am and 12noon on a Saturday. We are located on 
the Station Road allotments, next to the Cholsey Pavilion. 

As usual, we are stocking a wide range of gardening and growing 
products - many at discounted prices. Seed potatoes now available, plus 
onion sets, shallots, lawn seed, and Dobies seeds. Our range of composts 
include multi-purpose and peat-free (Roffey’s), soil based (John Innes) and 
ericaceous (Levington’s). We also have grow bags. If you don’t have transport 
it’s not a problem - delivery to your door can be arranged. Don’t want a full 
bag of compost? Just want to re-pot a houseplant? We are happy to sell by 
the litre! Membership of Cholsey HortSoc is only £3 per household per year. 
New members welcome: sign up at the Store or contact Jennie Kent.

Flower Show

Our 71st Show will be on Saturday August 9th in the Whitehead 
Meadow. There will be the big Marquee with all the exhibits, and lots 
of entertainment for all the family during the afternoon. Fun Dog Show, 
Punch and Judy, bumper raffle, local organisation/charity/trade stalls, BBQ, 
“afternoon tea” cafe, etc. FREE entry to the showground, which opens at 
12.30pm.  Schedules/entry forms available in May from the HortSoc Store 
(Saturday mornings), RG Park Butchers and The Post Office on The Forty, 
and via Show Secretary Val Bolt 01491 651864 (val_bolt@hotmail.com). We 
would be very pleased to hear from you if you would like to get involved 
in any way - we are highly dependent upon volunteers on the day, without 
whom the show could not take place. 

Flower Arranging Classes 
We are planning to do some flower arranging classes for beginners, 

themed on the seasons. These classes will be tutored by Pam Seymour who 
has over 30 years of experience, and enjoys passing on her knowledge 
and tips on how to produce simple designs with the minimum amount of 
fuss, using garden or supermarket bunches. If you are interested in hearing 
more, please contact Pam Seymour  01491651467 or pam.sey@btinternet.
com. On 12th April Pam will present an introductory session from 10am 
until noon at the Community Tea Shop, New Pavilion, Station Road, Cholsey. 

Jennie Kent, 01491 652100,  jennifer_kent@btinternet.
com www.CholseyHortSoc.org.uk.
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PARKING IN THE VILLAGE & FERRY LANE

At the request of the Parish Council, the County highways team are 
working on a scheme to alleviate the issues with parking on Station Road 
and surrounding roads. Most of these issues are caused by commuter 
parking, with some people leaving their cars parked on the roadside for 
four whole days. Mostly the scheme will involve installing double yellow 
lines and “anti-commuter” lines that preclude parking for one hour in the 
middle of the day.

At Ferry Lane, there is a very straightforward installation needed of 
double yellow lines to make safe the areas around the junctions.

The Parish Council has already looked at the scheme and passed back 
to County one or two small amendments and comments. As an example, we 
think it wise to retain some parking on Station Road as this plays a role in 
traffic calming; problems arise when you get long rows of parked cars that 
make it impossible for vehicles to pass in the face of oncoming cars.

Parish Council will be holding an informal consultation on the 
scheme on Saturday 5th April from 10 am to 1pm and by arrangement 
with the Parish Clerk (10am to 12noon, tel 652255) until Wednesday 9th 
April. The event will be held in The Pavilion, Station Road. Our consultation 
will be followed by a statutory consultation by the County Council. The 
reason for the two consultations is that the County aims to get the scheme 
right prior to their consultation, as major changes will involve an expensive 
further consultation.

We are fortunate that this scheme is funded through infrastructure 
funding from the Fair Mile development, as the County Council is not 
authorising any new lining works due to budget cuts.

Mark Gray, Chair Cholsey Parish Council

Spring on The Forty

Photo by Sue Jeffs
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WWI CENTENARY COMMEMORATIONS

Many residents, young and old, are hugely grateful to the men of the 
parish who served in the First World War, and even more so to those who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice and never returned from the battlefields. The 
whole country will be doing many things to mark the centenary of that 
terrible conflict, and the Parish Council, Cholsey 1000 Plus, Cholsey Creative 
Club, The Pavilion Trust and others have got together to mark the event in 
one, poignant way.

Local historian and author Barrie Charles has researched the stories of 
many of those connected with Cholsey who died in the Great War, including 
those commemorated on the plaques in the Free Church, St Mary’s Church 
and in the new Pavilion. This work is to be brought together into a booklet, 
that will be displayed below the memorial in the Pavilion, for the duration 
of the four years of the centenary.

In addition, a short ceremony of remembrance will be held, probably at 
11am, on each centenary of the day each soldier fell. Records are available 
for just over 50 names – so residents are invited to attend each ceremony 
to pay their respects to each young man who was in some way connected 
with Cholsey, and gave his life in uniform. The first such ceremony will be 
on Tuesday 5th August 2014 – as Alfred Abdey passed away on just the 
second day of the war.

It is planned for each ceremony to include a reading of any available 
information on their connection with Cholsey, and the details of where and 
when they fell. We hope this will be just one appropriate and respectful way 
of honouring those young men.

I will provide more concrete details in the summer Forty, but if anyone 
is interested please feel free to contact me.

James Butler. Tel: 01491 651490

GREAT WAR CONNECTIONS

We would like to know whether readers have any more photographs 
and personal histories that relate to the Great War, especially if they have 
local connections. Any photographs lent for this purpose will be copied and 
returned promptly and treated with the utmost care. 

Please call: 01491 651240.
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150 YEARS OF CHOLSEY BRANCH LINE

Sesquicentenary  - one hundred and fifty years! Not long in the life 
of a village which recently celebrated 1000 years of St Mary’s Church. But 
150 years ago, in November 1863, the Cholsey and Wallingford Railway 
story began, when the promoters of what they called the Wallingford and 
Watlington Railway presented their Bill to Parliament for consideration 
in the 1864 session. The first step in the extended progress towards the 
opening, in July 1866, of the C&W. Then, it was only the first section of the 
W&W. Now we know it’s all there ever was.

Trains first came to Cholsey in 1840 when the Great Western Railway 
built the embankment which is now home to Cholsey station.The original 
station, complete with railway hotel, was built where the line runs under the 
narrow bridge on the Reading Road. Initially known as Moulsford, it was 
soon renamed Wallingford Road, and was replaced in 1892 by the present 
Cholsey station.

Local people could go to Reading and London at a pace no horse-
drawn coach could match. The coaching industry was destroyed. As early 
as 1838, the Reading Mercury had predicted that the coming of the railway 
“will be attended with the most ruinous consequences to the inhabitants of 
those villages and small towns on the great leading thoroughfares of the 
country”. Wallingford was seriously affected. Coaches had changed horses 
at the Lamb and the George, and passengers had dined or slept before the 
next stage to Reading or Oxford, Wantage or Henley.

Victorian Gangers at Moulsford Station
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To preserve their businesses, the Wallingford hoteliers had to run their 
own coaches to meet the trains along the now ill-maintained turnpike road. 
In February 1861, a correspondent to the Reading Mercury wrote: “For some 
time, the road has been scarcely passable, and many people prefer going 
round through the village of Cholsey itself.” Something had to be done.

The great and the good of Wallingford started by thinking the 
impossible. In 1861 a plan was devised for a railway running from the GWR 
at Cholsey to join the Wycombe Railway extension, then nearing completion, 
at Princes Risborough. It would have gone through Wallingford, Benson, 
Watlington, and Chinnor. Wisely the grandees panicked. They changed their 
minds. In 1862 the plan was for a short branch from Cholsey to Wallingford. 
This was incorporated into a Bill submitted to Parliament in November. They 
changed their minds again and withdrew the Bill in February 1863 before 
it had been considered. In November they were back again with a new 
exciting Bill. The W&W. The final version.

So confident were the promoters that, on 9 May 1864, eleven weeks 
before the Bill was passed into law, the Engineer, James Burke, and his 
assistants started setting out the route across the fields between Cholsey 
and Wallingford. Fields which, until the 1851 Inclosure Award, had been 
Cholsey  Common. It was not until 25 July that the 
Bill became an Act of Parliament. At that time, the 
promoters expected to complete the line as far as 
Wallingford by the end of 1864, but, when the GWR 
decided not to allow a junction at Cholsey, the W&W 
had to build its own line all the way to Wallingford 
Road station, including widening the 60 ft deep cutting. 
This was unexpectedly expensive and time-consuming, 
and it took full two years before the first train left 
Wallingford station, without any fanfare or ceremony, 
on Monday 2 July 1866 at 7.50 am, heading through 
Cholsey to Wallingford Road.

And, on Saturday 2 July 2016, we shall celebrate 
that first journey. Not at the original stations; both 
Wallingford station and Wallingford Road were 
demolished years ago. But we shall celebrate in Cholsey 
and in Wallingford. A sesquicentenary indeed.

Sherwin Smith
Station Master Colin Giles at 
Cholsey Station Centenary 
celebrations 29-2-92
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Winterbrook
The District Council is running a review of parish boundaries and as 

a result, Wallingford Town Council have asked for Winterbrook to become 
an administrative part of the town. SODC have agreed to consult on this 
request and all households in Winterbrook will receive a letter from the 
council asking for their opinion.

I went round the houses in January and as a result 27 households 
wrote in asking for Winterbrook to remain part of Cholsey Parish. Only 
two letters were received from Winterbrook residents asking for the area 
to become part of Wallingford. Unfortunately SODC has not accepted this 
overwhelming support for the status quo.

There are strong arguments for Winterbrook to remain part of our 
parish, including the historic ties and the fact that the settlement is more 
likely to retain its distinctive character if it remains a distinct entity to the 
town. It was Cholsey Parish Council that supported the Save Winterbrook! 
campaign, not Wallingford Town Council.

[Any Winterbrook resident wishing to comment - even if you already 
have - should email cgr@southandvale.gov.uk or address a letter to CGR, 
Legal and Democratic Services, South Oxfordshire District Council, Benson 
Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford, OX10 8QS. Eds]

Parking
Please see the article separately in the magazine about moves aimed 

at alleviating the current parking issues around Station Road and Ferry 
Way. Parking in the centre of the village continues to cause concern and 
we are waiting to see what will happen with the car park behind Tesco. The 
Council has formally asked Tesco to re-open the car park as it will provide 
valuable extra space.

New Bulls Hole Bridge
You may have noticed a certain wobbliness as you cross one of the 

Bulls Hole bridges. This is due to the age of the bridge and the fact that it 
is rotting. Council has put the construction of a new bridge out to tender 
and a new bridge should be in place soon. A grant from the Oxfordshire 
environment trust - TOE2 - has been given to help with the cost of this 
project.
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128 New Homes
SODC had continued to consult on sites for the additional 128 homes 

to be built in the village, but unfortunately, this process has been temporarily 
suspended as Central Government is demanding more houses in South 
Oxfordshire. No one knows how many new houses are being demanded, 
but I am sure the figure will be substantial and may well outstrip the 1200 
in the New Local Plan that have led to the need for the extra 128 homes 
in Cholsey. 

I feel the time is now right, if SODC won’t fight the Government’s 
demands, to call on them to look at the development of a new settlement in 
South Oxfordshire. This settlement would need to be close to Oxford as that 
is where the jobs are that drive the need for all these new houses. 

I firmly believe that we can’t continue to “bolt on” to existing settlements 
hundreds of new houses. The infrastructure of our ancient villages really is 
not up to dealing with hundreds more houses and why place extra burden 
on our already clogged roads network.

Fair Mile Play Area and Allotments
At long last it looks like there might be some movement on this front 

as planning permission has been given by SODC. All our chosen play items 
are still in the mix - the ship and the island connected by the “trim trail” as 
well as old favourites like swings and a seesaw.

Speaking on behalf of Linden Homes, Jeremy Alden said “as soon as 
planning is confirmed we will take steps to instruct a contractor and install”. 
So, no timescale, but at least things are moving.

The Parish Council is also working with the Cholsey Community 
Development Trust with a view to taking ownership of the allotments at 
Fair Mile/Cholsey Meadows. It seems to make sense for us to do this as we 
have many years of experience in running allotments. It is likely that we 
will agree to lease the area for a period of time and then consult on the 
use residents would like the land put to. There are many potential ideas, 
including community gardens and orchards as well as traditional allotments.

Bike Thefts
We have heard that there have been many thefts of bicycles from the 

bike stores at the Cholsey Meadows/ Fair Mile development. Council has 
written to the developers asking them to install CCTV around the stores as 
an attempt to deter potential thieves. The police have asked us to remind 
all residents that it is sensible to chain your bike to something, even in a 
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locked shed, as this provides a further deterrent to anyone trying to steal it.

Faulty Street Lights
People often pop into the Parish Office to tell us that a specific street 

light is no longer working, but street lighting is not the responsibility of the 
Parish Council, and the correct authority to contact is Oxfordshire County 
Council. There are two ways to contact OCC about street lights: via the web 
on streetlighting@oxfordshire.gov.uk or freephone 0800 312802 

Agatha Christie Trail
Council has applied for a grant from SODC to install information 

boards at either end of the Agatha Christie trail. We feel that this will 
complement the new kissing gates along the trail being installed jointly 
by the County and Parish Councils.It seems only right to mark formally the 
fact that the world’s best selling author lived in our parish. As part of this 
scheme there will be a further information board near the new Pavilion to 
direct people to points of interest in the village.

New Clerk and Estate Manager
Many of you will already have met the new staff members in the 

Parish Office, but for those of you who haven’t I will introduce them now.
Our new clerk is Melanie (Mel) Malcolm, a resident of Brightwell cum 

Sotwell, who has much experience in admin and book-keeping. Mel is ably 
assisted by Kamilya (Milly) Le Masurier our new Estate Manager. With all 
the storms, Milly has had her work cut out dealing with the damage, but 
has proved more than equal to the task.

Mark Gray, Chair, Cholsey PC

COMMUNITY P.A. SYSTEM

We are pleased to say that Cholsey 1000 Plus now has a Public 
Address System available for hire for outdoor events for Cholsey community 
groups. The System has been used previously for events such as Cholsey 
May Day and Cholsey Flower Show. The charge for hiring the system is 
£50 with a £100 returnable damage deposit. We are grateful to our County 
Councillor, Mark Gray, for enabling us to obtain a grant from Oxfordshire 
County Council so that we could buy this equipment for community use. If 
you would like to know more, please contact Sue Jeffs on 01491 651164 or 
email: su-ej@hotmail.co.uk
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VICTORIAN SCHOOL REPORT

Heather Haigh writes: As part of their topic on the Victorians, the 
children had a day with History off the Page, a company which provides 
hands-on ‘real’ experiences of Victorian life. The children learned a lot, 
although some of them were quite frightened of the school teacher!  They 
decided that they appreciated us a lot more after the experience.

Going to school

In early Victorian times most children did not go to school because 
they had to go to work. Poorer children went to Sunday Schools. They were 
provided by churches but staff were often untrained and there was little 
equipment. Dame Schools were run by elderly women and there were 
Ragged Schools for orphans or very poor children. Poor children often had 
Thursday off school to get their father’s pay and Monday to do their washing.

Lessons
The Victorians’ main lessons were the ‘three Rs’: reading, writing and 

arithmetic. At first they learnt how to write on slate with slate pencils.  When 
they mastered that they moved on to ink and paper. The children and the 
teacher used an abacus. The teacher showed all of the children hard maths 
on it.
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Playground
In the playground the children only had a couple of toys and games.  

Some children liked to play football with a rock so they wore hard shoes.  
The girls’ favourite game was hop-scotch that they played with a piece of 
coal or stone. Many children had metal hoops with metal sticks and they 
made them go round and round and were hard to get the hang of.  Some 
children also played clapping games and ‘ring a ring a roses’. 

Beth Mooring
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CHOLSEY’S WALKING GROUP (S A S)

Our December walk took us to Watlington, Lewknor and Pyrton. It 
was an ambitious trek in the time available, but the lure of Christmas lunch 
at the Lord Nelson in Brightwell Baldwin ensured that we completed only 
slightly late. Since then the January and February walks have been dictated 
by the extreme weather. In January the conditions were so bad that leader 
Philippa Cullen must have been amazed that she was not alone for this one. 
Four of us battled through mud and floods to Lollingdon and Blewburton 
Hill before reaching The Crown in South Moreton. These were probably the 
worst conditions we have ever encountered in over 130 walks since year 
2000. The wise ones dispensed with the walk and went straight to the pub. 

As we gathered for the February walk rain was sheeting down again. 
Remarkably 10 braved the weather to be led by Ian Wheeler in what was a 
departure from our normal search for open countryside. Under Ian’s expert 
guidance we followed the outer edges of the former AERE Harwell complex 
and had the overgrown features masking buildings past and present 
explained before sampling the delights of the George & Dragon at Upton.

Dates for next SAS walks (all meeting at The Forty at 10AM on 
Tuesdays & open to all): 1st April, 6th May, 3rd June, 1st July, 5th August.

Tony Rayner

CHILDREN’S CENTRE

Do you have a child under 5 years? Are you looking for free 
play and learning opportunities in Cholsey?

Wallingford Children’s Centre provides two groups in 
Cholsey. On Tuesday at the Great Hall in Cholsey Meadows 
between 1.00pm and 2:30pm and on Wednesday at the Scout 
Hall between 2.00pm and 3:30pm. The groups are fun and 
informal. This offers a great opportunity for your little ones to 
play, learn and socialise with others and for you to meet other parents from 
the local community.

We provide a range of toys and activities for the children in line with 
the Early Years Foundation Stage along with healthy snacks and cold drinks. 
Experienced staff are on hand to give information and advice. If you want to 
find out more please pop in, or call us on 01491 835179.
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NATURE NOTES
January has seamlessly turned into February as this article takes 

shape, and rain seems to be dominating our lives. 
Water is probably our most important resource – it is one thing we 

cannot survive without. Some might argue the case for beer or chocolate, 
but when you boil everything down you have to admit we can’t survive long 
without water. In many parts of the world there is a chronic water shortage, 
and this could spread to the developed world.  

Yet here in Cholsey there has seldom been so much of the wet stuff. 
In recent months the rainfall has been unrelenting. The ground is now 
saturated and many fields and some homes are flooded. Normally the water 
level in our well is about 17 feet down, now it is a mere 4 feet below ground 
level. Our footpaths are a sea of mud, the worst conditions for walking in 
the Cholsey countryside within my memory. Farming must be a nightmare 
occupation at the moment. 

Thank goodness in Cholsey we have extensive water meadows beside 
the Thames, but recent heavy rains are showing that flooding in the village 
centre could return. Already drains along the Wallingford Road are not 
coping and gardens are turning into lakes. If this continues are we likely to 
witness people boating down Station Road again? The loss of green spaces 
we see around us, must surely result in more run-off reaching our drains 
and watercourses. Gardens, we are often told, collectively cover a huge 
green area absorbing moisture and representing a key habitat for wildlife. 
Yet everywhere front gardens are paved to provide a low maintenance firm 
surface. Back gardens are being swallowed up by extensions, and larger 
gardens used to provide additional dwellings. New housing usually means 
tiny and tidy gardens, and so on. 

At least it’s been good weather for Ducks and Gulls, and many of our 
waterfowl find themselves spoilt for choice of both feeding and roosting 
places. As for the rest, they would probably prefer more settled conditions 
– especially those creatures with underground homes. It can be no fun 
being a Mole or a Water Vole just now. Some are campaigning for the 
return of the Beaver, that we exterminated in Britain almost 400 years ago. 
These harmless herbivores are experts in both slowing watercourses and 
improving wetland habitat for the benefit of fish, otters and many other 
creatures. England is now in a small minority of European countries that 
lack Beavers. When it comes to being tolerant of wildlife, we have a poor 
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record. Whilst we complain about spiders and the number of Red Kites and 
Sparrowhawks, we expect Africans to live alongside Lions and Elephants 
– long ago both formerly native to Britain.   

Trees are good at soaking up water in the ground, so we should 
be grateful for the fact that there are still plenty around the village. The 
Millennium Wood is perhaps the best example of a recent addition to our 
tree stock. The fly in the ointment here is that the rains are also being 
accompanied by strong winds, so some trees are being lost. Perhaps we 
need to maintain our trees better, so as to prolong their life.  

Birds certainly need water, and will bathe regularly to keep their 
feathers in good trim. Recent rains have meant that they could do this 

without resource to bird baths 
put out by thoughtful gardeners.  
The mild weather has led to 
fewer winter-visiting birds in our 
gardens than usual. Fallen apples, 
normally been eaten by flocks of 
Fieldfare and Redwing, remained 
on the ground. My impression 
is that there are fewer birds 
around Cholsey than there used 
to be, so important to maintain 
feeding stations in our gardens. 
In our case the recent Big Garden 
Birdwatch would have produced 
little without the fat balls plus 

sunflower and nyger seed. As it was, the number of any species seldom 
exceeded two, but we did manage to record a decent 17 species. The Great-
spotted Woodpecker, Long-tailed Tits and Coal Tits are not daily visitors, 
so their appearance on the day was welcome. And rather like at Christmas 
when you hope for a special visitor round your table, so it was on Birdwatch 
day when a lovely male Blackcap appeared. It was not a total surprise since 
this particular grey warbler with a black cap has been with us for most of 
January. It may be one effect of global warming that some warblers that we 
regard as summer visitors, including the Blackcap and the Chiffchaff, are 
now over-wintering here. Just in case you overlook it, remember that the 
female Blackcap has a brown cap.  

EASTENDER

Redwing
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CHOLSEY DIARY

APRIL 2014

TUE 1 SAS Walk Departs The Forty 10.00am (p39)
THU 3-FRI 4 Cholsey School PTA 24 hour Musicathon. 
FRI 4 Friday Lunch Club followed by Flower Arranging with Pam Seymour.    
 12.00 noon.  The Old School.  Phone 652970 to book lunch.
FRI 4 Cholsey 5-0 ‘Chocolate Fun’.   8.00pm. The Old School (p58)
SAT 5 Parking Consultation. 10 am to 1pm. Cholsey Pavilion  (p30) 
FRI 11 Memorial for Marilyn Jarman. 11.30am Cholsey Church (p21)
SAT 12 Cholsey Health Day.  10.00am – 4.00pm.  Cholsey Pavilion (p54)
SAT 12 Cholsey HortSoc.  Flower Arranging Demonstration with Pam Seymour.  
 10.00am-12.00 noon. Cholsey Pavilion.
SUN 13 Palm Sunday Parish Communion.  9.45am.  St. Mary’s  Church.
SUN  13 CWR Mothering Sunday trains.
THU 17 Maundy Thursday Holy Communion.  8.15pm.  St. Mary’s Church.
FRI 18-SUN 20 (Easter)   Getting to Africa in a weekend! Barn Gym (p24)
GOOD FRIDAY Good Friday Family Service.  10.00am.  St. Mary’s Church.
GOOD FRIDAY Hour of the Cross.  2.00pm.  Moulsford Church.
EASTER DAY Parish Communion. 9.45am.  St. Mary’s Church.
SAT 19-MON 21   CWR Easter trains with Ivor the Engine & Friends.
WED 23 Cholsey WI.  ‘The Beatnik Beatles’.  7.30pm.  Laurence Hall.
THU 24 Cholsey Golf Society. Golf Day at Oak Park Golf Club (p62)
FRI 25 Cholsey School PTA Quiz & Curry Night.  Cholsey Primary School.
SAT 26 NCT Nearly New Sale. 10.30am-12.00 noon. Cranford House School
WED 31 Coffee Morning.  10.30am.  The Old School.

MAY 2014

FRI 2 Cholsey 5-0.  Malcolm Tandy from Fire & Rescue Service.  8.00pm. The  
 Old School (p58)
SUN 4 MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS & FUN RUN. 12.00-4.00pm. Cholsey   
 Recreation Ground. A Cholsey 1000 Plus & CDT Event (p20)
SUN 4-MON 5   CWR Second World War Weekend Display and trains.
TUE 6 SAS Walk Departs The Forty 10.00am (p39)
SAT 10 Cholsey Golf Society. Fun Family Race Night.  5.30-9.00pm. Cholsey   
 Pavilion (p25)

Don’t forget the Community Tea Shop in Cholsey Pavilion from 10am- 12.30pm 
every Saturday morning
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SUN 18 Cholsey Silver Band. Mayor’s Sunday.  10.30am. Wallingford.
THU 22 Cholsey Golf Society. Golf Day at Chipping Norton Golf Club.
SUN 25 CAPA Plant & Seed Swap.  10.30 am Communal Garden, Ilges Lane   
 Allotments.
SUN 25-MON 26   CWR Plant Sale & Trains.
WED 28 Coffee Morning. 10.30am.  The Old School.
WED 28 Cholsey WI.  Bill Heine from Radio Oxford. 7.30pm.  Laurence Hall.
SAT 31 CWR Transport Day at Wallingford Station.

JUNE 2014

TUE 3 SAS Walk Departs The Forty 10.00am (p39)
FRI 6 Cholsey 5-0.  Race Night-Our Own Ascot!  8.00pm. The Old School.
SAT 15 CWR Father’s Day Trains
Fri 20 Cholsey Golf Society.  Golf Day at Castle Combe Golf Club (p62)
SAT 21 Mid-Summer Walk. Departs The Forty 6.00pm. A Cholsey 1000 Plus   
 event (p26)
SAT 21-SUN 22   CWR Senior Citizen’s Weekend Trains.
WED 25 Coffee Morning.  10.30am.  The Old School.
WED 25 Cholsey WI.  Cholsey Community Choir.  7.30pm.  Laurence Hall.
SAT 28 Cholsey School Summer Fete.
SAT 28-SUN 29   CWR Ale on the Railway Weekend
SUN 29 Cholsey Tennis Club.  ‘Have A Go At Tennis’.  2.00-5.00pm. Cholsey   
 Tennis Club courts.  All welcome (p61)

JULY 2014

TUE 1 SAS Walk Departs The Forty 10.00am (p39)
FRI 4 Cholsey 5-0. AGM and ‘Introduce Yourself’.  8.00pm.  The Old School
SAT 12 Cholsey Silver Band at Woodcote Veteran Transport Rally.
SAT 19-SUN 20   CWR Children’s Fun Weekend
MON 21 Cholsey Golf Society. Golf Day at Maidenhead Golf Club (p62)
WED 23 Cholsey W.I.  ‘My Trip to Kosovo’ Jan Morgan.  7.30pm.  Laurence Hall.
SAT 26-SUN 27  CWR Guinness Weekend Trains.
WED 30 Coffee Morning. 10.30am.  The Old School.

FOR THE FUTURE

9  August Cholsey HortSoc Flower Show.  Whitehead Meadow.
20-21 September  Agatha Christie weekend
27 September  Choko Beer Festival.
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CHOLSEY SCOUT GROUP  

‘Oh no it isn’t, oh yes it is!’ Yes, 
you may have seen Cholsey Beavers 
travelling by train to Reading to see 
Jack and the Beanstalk in December.  
Also, as part of their winter camp 
preparation, they had a busy time 
getting ready for Christmas by making 
the longest paper chains. 

Whilst the Beavers were making 
chains, the Scouts were working 
towards their Community Challenge 
Badge. Over winter camp, they hiked 
to Withymead Nature Reserve near 
Goring. Every scout loves fires and 
that day was no exception. They spent 
the day cutting back scrub in Little 
Meadow and whilst they worked, their 
jacket potatoes were cooking at the 
base of the fire.

Oh no it didn’t, oh yes 
it did! Yes, Christmas Scout 
Post did happen, albeit 
just in Cholsey. A number 
of people asked what 
happened. Simply put, a new 
scout district was created 
in 2013, and a number of 
scout groups decided to 
withdraw from scout post. 
We will try and encourage 
these groups to return to 
form the district wide post 
for next Christmas. Despite 

the reduced round, your support raised £170 which is funding much needed 
for new equipment for the Beavers. We would like to say THANK YOU to 
everyone who used the post and to Tesco who host the red post box each 
year. 
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Cubs have had an exciting term getting used to being three sub 
packs in one. The young people chose the names of each one so now we 
are 1st Cholsey Howling Minions, 1st Cholsey Awesome Eagles and 1st 
Cholsey Baloo’s Bear Cubs. We have learned about survival skills, first aid 
and working as a team.  

Each sub pack competed in ‘scrap heap challenge’ for our last meeting 
of this term where they build amazing towers out of recycling and tape. The 
towers compete for tallest, prettiest and strongest... How do we know which 
is strongest? The leaders test each one to destruction, of course.  Each 
construction was very impressive this year and we were very proud of how 
well everyone worked together and adapted to their new teams.

Scouts have been helped by James from the Barns Fitness Club to get 
their Fitness Challenge Badge. The scouts had to work for over 6 weeks to 
achieve the badge and were introduced to sit ups, the bleep test and the 
dreaded plank. James was thanked by the scouts and was awarded a scout 
necker, woggle and badge. 

Beavers and Cubs took part in the Winter Challenge in February. The 
Winter Challenge sees over 900 youngsters walking across the Ridgeway 
for up to 18 miles. The Beavers targeted a healthy 9 miles and the hardy 
cubs achieved up to 18 miles whilst struggling through the cold and mud. 
We were all happy to complete the route and get into the warm mini-bus. 

A new committee formed in February, the group would like to say a 
big thank you to the former committee members who have contributed to 
scouting in the community over the years and have seen the membership 
grow from 50 to over 100 during the past five years.  The committee’s next 
challenge is to host the Fun Run during May Day, on Sunday 4 May, more 
details are to follow. Staying with thank-yous, a shout out goes to Didcot’s 
Broadway Butchers who supply our camps with discounted delicious meat. 

Looking forward, the scouts will be trying their hand at fire lighting 
and using gas fires in preparation for their April camp where they will be 
cooking their own full English breakfast over an open fire. Cubs are going 
back to basics in Youlbury. 

The group have been doing a lot of fun stuff and our numbers have 
grown to over 100. But here’s the rub: to continue our success, we need 
volunteers to help the leaders and to be on the committee. If you think you 
could fit the bill, then please call:

 Ross Heriot: 01491 651968. 
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COULD YOU BE A GUIDE LEADER?

Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and young women in the 
UK. We build girls’ confidence and raise their aspirations. We give them the 
chance to discover their full potential and encourage them to be a powerful 
force for good. We give them a space to have fun. 

Here in Cholsey we have a Brownie unit for girls aged 7–10 years 
old, a Guide unit for girls aged 10–14 years old, and a Ranger unit for 
girls aged 14+. Could you join them on their adventures? Cholsey Brownies 
and Guides are looking for leaders so they can continue to enjoy all that 
Guiding has to offer. Our Brown Owl is moving away from Cholsey in the 
summer, so without you, Cholsey Brownies will have to close. 

We are looking for one or two volunteers who are able to attend 
Brownies or Guides on a weekly basis. Having a child who needs to attend 
with you need not be a barrier – the unit’s adult : child ratio can reflect 
this. Girlguiding offers a huge amount of support to leaders, and training is 
available both from the Oxfordshire team and locally here in Wallingford. 
You’ll work with experienced leaders who will help you every step of the 
way as you find your feet. Guiding isn’t just fun for the girls – we have a 
great time, too. 

If you are interested in finding out more, please register as a volunteer 
at http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved.aspx or call 01235 821116 
for a no-commitment chat.

 

Guide Leaders at the Local Groups Market, Fair Mile
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FROM THE VICAR

I’ve been thinking about the butterfly effect – the enormous 
consequences that can end up flowing from one small action.  Recently, I 
watched a fascinating programme called Queen Victoria and the crippled 
Kaiser which was all about Queen Victoria’s grandson Kaiser Wilhelm who 
led Germany in 1914. It explained how a difficult birth had left young Wilhelm 
with a crippled arm. It suggested that the treatment he had received as a 
child and the rejection he experienced from his mother was so formative in 
creating his difficult and at times irrational and aggressive character, that 
this was a decisive factor in bringing about the 1st World War. Just think of 
the hundreds of millions of lives that were so disastrously affected by that 
dreadful consequence of a difficult birth, or maybe a clumsy gynaecologist, 
or a misguided doctor, or the failure of a mother to respond lovingly to her 
son’s letters.

However, the butterfly effect is not just about negative consequences. 
I recently had the very happy experience of going to a college re-union with 
a difference. It was a re-union of those involved with a Christian Union 
mission at Cambridge University 40 years ago. It turned out to be a very 
special occasion. It wasn’t just the meal (which actually wasn’t anything 
very special) or meeting up with old friends some of whom I had not met 
for many years or even decades, but discovering what the on-going results 
of that single week of mission in Cambridge 40 years ago. I remember it 
being a great week with 600 people attending the meetings night after 
night, the powerful and entertaining talks, and the amazing testimony and 
music of Barry Maguire famous for his song Eve of Destruction back in the 
60’s. Barry had been heavily into the California rock and roll scene fuelled 
by sex, drugs and alcohol but had been dramatically converted to follow 
Christ about 3 years before the mission.

But what was wonderful at the re-union was to discover what had 
happened since then. One person who was converted to the Christian faith 
was a student called Nicky Gumbel. He went on to be ordained and develop 
a course for people enquiring about the Christian faith called the Alpha 
Course. This course now takes place in 163 different countries and has 
reached between 20 and 30 million people, a good proportion of whom 
have come to faith themselves. It might surprise you to know that Alpha 
courses are run in more than three-quarters of prisons in the UK.

Another person converted to the Christian faith that week was a 
student called Nicky Lee. Through his conversion his girl-friend also came 
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to faith. After they were married, they went on together to develop The 
Marriage Course which has been used both for marriage preparation and 
for couples wanting to improve their marriages. Hundreds of thousands of 
couples have now attended these courses in 109 different countries.

A third person who came to faith that week – yet another Nicky as it 
happens – one year later was involved in bringing a friend to the Christian 
faith. He was a young man called Justin Welby – now the Archbishop of 
Canterbury.

There were other stories as well, none of which could have been 
foreseen or even imagined at the time, of how individual conversations and 
encounters led to a dramatic impact on people’s lives and often through 
them upon the lives of hundreds, thousands, even millions of others.

We cannot see the future, which is probably just as well, but it is 
sobering and awe-inspiring to realise that what we do today – for good or 
ill – can have enormous consequences in the years to come.

Andrew Petit

andrewpetit@virginmedia.com     Tel: 01491 651216

CHOLSEY COMMUNITY LIBRARY

Since opening its doors and with its recent move to the New Pavilion, 
visitor numbers to Cholsey Community Library have been steadily and 
enthusiastically growing. Supported by a Committee, Friends and Volunteers, 
the Library is open for 6 sessions a week. Fully equipped with a wide range 
of books in both large and small print, a dedicated children’s section, 2 
computers with internet access, a rolling stock of over 250 books provided 
by OCC and much more, the Library is providing a valuable facility for the 
local community.  

As we become busier and with visitor numbers continuing to rise 
we are looking for more volunteers. We would like a few more people 
who would be willing to help the library open up and provide the library 
service, for the community, during the regular opening times. Full training 
is provided and we usually allocate one session a month and also ask for 
help with being on “standby”.  If you feel you could offer some of your time 
once a month or more then please pop in and leave your details with the 
Library staff or email  cholsey.library@tesco.net   Thank you.

Amanda Taylor, Committee Member, Cholsey 
Community Library. 
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ENJOYING HAVE-A-GO DAY 2013!
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COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT

SAVINGS or as I prefer to call them CUTS
The last time I wrote in The Forty I talked of the cuts to services forced 

on the County Council by Central Government. At that point it looked fairly 
certain that all but seven of the Children’s Centres would be closed. I am 
pleased to say that this will now not be the case, in the short term at least, 
but the savings will now have to be borne by other areas of the social 
services budget. I am on an Advisory Group that will advise Council about 
the future of the Centres.

The cuts equate to £60 million over four years on top of a previous 
£210 million that the Council is in the process of implementing. OCC has 
lost approximately a quarter of its income and we are told by officers that 
extended and deep cuts are likely to continue for many years to come.

Roads
Due to the cuts to budgets the amount of money available to spend 

on our roads will decrease. Council staff no longer talk of improving the 
network, but of managing its decline. Emphasis is being put on ensuring the 
safety of the roads rather than the cosmetic appearance of road surfaces. 
This means more patching of areas and less re-surfacing.

Locally you can see from the report elsewhere in the magazine that I 
am working to ensure that parking in large areas of the village is improved. 
I am not sure of the timescales as regards implementation, but I will push 
OCC to install the recommendations as fast as possible once they are 
agreed.

We can be grateful for the mild winter (so far) as it means that the 
road surfaces have taken less of a battering than in the past two years. 
However, if you are aware of a roads issue near you, please report it via the 
“Fix My Street” site on the web or if you would prefer to use the phone, 
ring 0845 310 11 11.

Flooding
I think everyone was taken by surprise on the weekend of 8th and 

9th February when parts of Wallingford and Church Roads flooded. I think 
SODC worked well to provide as many sandbags as they could and I have 
seen across the county how well the services worked together to combat 
areas of more major flooding.
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Now the crisis has died down I will be working 
with all three councils to ensure that future responses to 
a flood situation are handled as efficiently as possible. 
For instance I think it would be helpful for the Parish 
Council to hold stocks of sandbags on behalf of SODC 
that can be filled at short notice with locally procured 
sand.

I am pushing Thames Water to look into providing 
a larger capacity sewage pump and the Environment 
Agency to ensure the brook is maintained so as to 
ensure optimum removal of flood water.

Many people offered to help had the floods got 
any worse - and we can all breathe a sigh of relief that 
they didn’t – so I will take this opportunity to thank 
those who offered as well as the many residents who 
rallied to help their neighbours who were flooded or 
came close to it.

Bus Problems
Many people have reported that buses have often failed to arrive and 

over the past year or more I have spoken to the manager at Thames Travel 
several times. The reasons given are many and varied, from lack of staff to 
maintenance issues.

Unfortunately the councils can have little control over the running of 
the buses as Thames Travel is a private company that receives little in the 
way of public subsidies for our routes.

I have recently discovered an app run by the County Council called 
Oxontime that tells you how far away the next bus is. This won’t make the 
buses run any more to schedule, but it may help you decide what action 
to take.

Surgeries
I will generally be available on Saturday mornings between 11am and 

12noon at the Community Tea Shop in The Pavilion, Station Road. If you 
have any issues or concerns about council matters that you think I might 
be able to help with, please drop in for a chat.

Mark Gray: mark.gray2@oxfordshire.gov.uk

01491 651333;  markgrayblog.wordpress.com
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CHOLSEY PAVILION TRUST

If we wanted to be sure our new building was wind and water proof, 
this winter has certainly given us the hardest possible test!  I am delighted to 
say we have emerged relatively unscathed, though the car parks have really 
suffered with the young grass not coping well when perpetually wet. The 
Parish Council’s Estates Manager is monitoring the situation closely and is 
doing what she can to protect the grass enough to allow it to grow, but also 
to keep as much parking available as possible. Please bear with us – and 
please hope we have a dry summer!

We are delighted to see new groups forming to use the facilities, and 
even more pleased that groups like the Community Library have flourished 
in a new setting. On a Saturday morning the building is really buzzing now 
– with the Community Tea Shop, the Rosemary Conley fitness class and the 
Community Library providing a choice for the active, the literary and those 
who just like chocolate cake!

Like any large project, we continue to have some snags and teething 
issues, which we are working with the builder to resolve. Overall, I think 
the village can be very pleased with the building and I am delighted to say 
that we seem to be running at a reasonable surplus – allowing us to build 
reserves to reinvest in the building in years to come.

Some of the funds for constructing the building came from the sale 
many years ago of the old Memorial Hall in Wallingford Road (now the BT 
exchange). It therefore seems very appropriate that the Pavilion will be one 
of the focal points for commemorating the centenary of World War One over 
the coming four years.

For all those who kindly supported the Parish Council’s “Buy a Brick” 
campaign, please know that we have not forgotten you.  The process of 
ordering the bricks has taken longer than we hoped, but they will be in 
pride of place in the front lobby as soon as possible.

James Butler, Chair of Cholsey Pavilion Trust.

Tel: 01491 651490
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CHOLSEY CREATIVE CLUB

The club started in May last year and we are delighted to report we 
have a very enthusiastic group that meets on 1st and 3rd Tuesday evenings 
(7.00–9.00pm) and 2nd and 4th mornings (10.00–12.00am) in the Pavilion. 
There is no membership fee, and only a small charge of £3 to cover the hire 
charge and you will get a drink and biscuits!

What do we do? 
Almost too much to cover in 
the limited space available 
for this article! Paper craft 
including cards, boxes etc. 
Knitting, crochet, embroidery, 
toy making, painting, lace 
making, beads, Decopatch 
to name just a few. Everyone 
brings whatever they like 
to do or would like to know 
how to, and we share our 
skills. We made pigs with the 
children at the Beer Festival !!

We have held “Teach In’s” 
on Decopatch, Rag Rugging 
and Lace making and plan to 
have more during 2014. We 
would like to hear from you if 
there is some craft you could 
demonstrate or would like to 
learn. 

If you would like a 
reminder of when we meet a 
calendar is available. Phone 
01491 651348 for a copy or 

one is available on line from jan951@btinternet.com
Do give it a try. Just drop in - it’s fun and we have all made new 

friends.

Jean/Angie/Jan
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NEWS ROUND UP
Cholsey Health Day: April 12th at Cholsey Pavilion

The Complementary Health Centre is organising a Health Day at 
Cholsey Pavilion from 10.00am till 4.00pm. There will be classes and 
‘taster’ sessions, with their own treatment rooms and reception area  
being used. There will also be tea and cakes lined up for the day in the 
Community Tea Shop. Don’t miss this great opportunity to find out what it 
is all about! (See also flier and advert) 

CHOKO Beer Festival 2014
The 2014 Choko Beer Festival is being held on Saturday September 

27th. Put the date in your diary now and we will give you more details in 
the next Forty magazine.

Useful information from C.A.B. 
We have periodic advice columns which deal with common problems 

people may be facing such as dealing with debts or issues with their 
employment or housing. These use a hypothetical case study, then list 
solutions that could be  tried. People in similar situations can then use 
them to try to deal with their own problems. For more information contact: 
01235 750750 or bureau@didcotcab.cabnet.org.uk

Wallingford Parish Church Choir 
The choir will be singing a selection of Chorales, Arias and Choruses 

from Bach’s St. John’s Passion at St. Mary’s Church in Wallingford as part of 
an Act of Worship on Good Friday 18th April at 7pm. No tickets are required 
but there will be a collection.

Two musical events at Aston Tirrold 
Saturday 10 May, 7.30pm: Forty Fingers is a locally based saxophone 

quartet. Ranging from light opera to the Beach Boys, they are sure to provide 
a lively and enjoyable evening’s music-making!

Saturday 21 June, 7.30pm: Rarescale is a flexible-instrumentation 
chamber music ensemble, performing regularly in the UK and abroad. 
Rarescale will present an interesting and diverse programme, ranging from 
Baroque composers such as Handel and Telemann to 20th century and 
contemporary music. 

Tickets for both concerts, at the United Reform Church, are £12 (£10) 
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available on the door or email: coordinator@reflect.freeuk.com

Thames 10K Run 25 May 
Wallingford 10k Thames Run organisers – supported by Crowmarsh 

Gifford Primary School PTA - are delighted to confirm Fugro as the main 
sponsor of the 2014 Wallingford 10K Thames Run, due to take place at 
Howbery Park, Wallingford on Sunday 25th May at 10.00am. 

Profits from race registrations will be shared between Footsteps 
Foundation and Crowmarsh Gifford Primary School PTA but runners can 
raise money through sponsorship for any charity of their choice. To enter, 
please visit www.runnersworld.co.uk or for more details on volunteering, the 
course route and local information please visit www.thamesrun.co.uk.

PANCAKES - NEW RACE CHALLENGE!

Pancakes are usually a breakfast treat served with syrup and fruit but 
not for the local children and people of Cholsey on Shrove Tuesday! The 
course was set to be one lap around The Forty and off they went - divided 
into Pre-School, Key Stages 1 & 2 and local businesses. The overall winners 
were Lewis Robson (Pre-School),  Annabel Collins (KS1),  Emily Morris (KS2) 
and Lee Ryman (Adults), who each received a wooden pancake pan medal! 
Thanks to all who participated and to Mark Gray for starting the races. What 
a flipping great race! Hope to see you all there next year. 
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LOCAL GROUPS MARKET PLACE

The Fair Mile Great Hall and the Cholsey Community Development 
Trust (CDT) launched with a bang on Friday 28th February.

It was a real Cholsey Showcase evening with around 40 local groups 
having displays about what they do and to encourage new members. There 
was music from the Cholsey Silver Band and the Cholsey Community Choir, 
and cakes from the Four Teas. About 300 people came along and many 
people signed up to join clubs or try new activities.

The CDT gave a brief presentation about its purpose and also launched 
its Membership and Friends Schemes. For more information, visit www.
cholseycdt.org.uk

 The Play Pavilion (run by Action for Children) held a soft play space 
for little ones, some of whom were already snug 
in their pyjamas!

Raffle prizes were  won for the ‘Cholsey 
Wordle’ - words and phrases on “what I love 
about my community”.

Huge thanks are due to all the people 
who helped on the night – as usual, it was a 
great Cholsey team effort!
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WOODY MARVELLOUS

On Saturday 1 March, we were treated to an exceptional concert at 
St Mary’s.  A classical ensemble known as The Band of Music performed 
circa-300-year-old music by Telemann, Handel, Albinoni, Bach and Rebel… 
and we were enchanted.  The group is a flexible ensemble with a core of 
players, specialising in baroque music on period instruments, real or replica.  
Four of the seven who entertained us now live in Cholsey!  The Band of 
Music played with skill and intensity and forgave our over-eagerness to 
applaud.  But it is the band’s relaxed good humour and the fine fingering 
on the baroque oboe that I will remember longest.  “Les caractères de la 
danse” provided a fitting conclusion to the evening with its brief themes 
capturing different dance styles.  All we were missing were characters from 
Jane Austen processing down the aisle!  Big thanks to Ian Wheeler and his 
front-of-house helpers for putting on another really special Cholsey event, 
and for passing the word round far enough to fill the church.  We wish 
www.thebandofmusic.co.uk well with their debut CD published later this 
month.

Duncan Reed

Ian Wheeler comments…
Thanks to Duncan for these kind words, which reflect the many 

plaudits received from the near-capacity audience. I promise that I will try to 
bring The Band of Music to St Mary’s again in the not-too-distant future. In 
the meantime, I’m always keen to hear about our readers’ tastes in music. 
If you would like to suggest artistes or musical styles for future Cholsey 
Concerts, please get in touch for a chat.

Ian  01491-652295
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CHOLSEY 5-0 CLUB

HELLO anyone out there, male or female, slightly greying or not, as 
the case may be, BUT who enjoys good company, entertainment and fun! 
Please come and join our friendly club. We meet on the first Friday of every 
month at 8.00pm at the Old School, Church Road, Cholsey.

Coming up over the next few months are: Terry Gillard MBE, an 
entertaining and interesting speaker, talking about his life on the ocean 
waves; April brings Chocolate Fun with a quiz and Easter eggs in abundance. 
In May Malcolm Tandy of the Fire and Rescue Service will be talking about 
fire in our homes, smoke alarms, aids for the hard of hearing etc. Another 
fun night in June when we will have our very own Royal Ascot Race Night, 
and July brings us our AGM and Social evening.

Our membership fee is £12 per year, payable in July, or £1.50 on the 
night if you just want to ‘try us out’. For further information please call:

Ann Davies 01491 201619 or Connie Tappern 01491 651752

NEW AT WALLINGFORD MUSEUM!

The Museum has a lot to offer for its £4 season ticket this year -and 
children are free! Siege and Strife: Wallingford and War, looks at the 
impact war has had on the town and its people throughout the centuries: 
from marauding Vikings, the Norman army in 1066 and the desperate sieges 
of two Civil Wars, through 20th century World Wars, to the active role of 
modern RAF Benson. It’s a story of wartime lives that is both fascinating and 
moving. Exhibits include a wide variety of wartime objects and memorabilia 
- including a recently discovered Saxon arrowhead,  17th century cannon 
and musket balls, a First World War Christmas card made from a corned 
beef tin, and cameras from the 1940s photo-reconnaissance unit at RAF 
Benson. You can even go ‘under the stairs’ to shelter from any stray bombs 
- popular with children and adults! 

And, of course, there is much more besides: a first chance to see 
some of the finds from the medieval cemetery of St Martin’s (that lies 
beneath you as you shop in Waitrose); the permanent exhibits about the 
history of Wallingford; and letters from ‘Queen of Crime’, Agatha Christie, 
whose 34 years living Winterbrook will also be featured in a very special 
weekend of local events on September 20th and 21st.
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MAKE THE BATTER MATTER! 

Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a 
Fish and Chip Supper on Friday 16th May 2014 whilst raising awareness of 
spinal cord injury and supporting Spinal Injuries Association’s vital services. 
You can hold it in your own home, at work or at your local community 
centre.

SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, 
invitations and donation envelopes. In this, its 40th anniversary year, SIA 
wants to make the batter matter and raise £25,000 from everyone holding 
suppers. 

Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury 
and there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK 
alone. SIA offers a wide range of support and information to individuals 
and their families.

For more information or request a fundraising pack contact:

 Elizabeth Wright: 0845 071 4350 or email fundraising@
siafishandchips.co.uk or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk

CHOLSEY DAY CENTRE

With Spring coming and 
people able to get about a bit 
more, now would be a great 
time to visit the Old School and 
see what the Day Centre has 
to offer. Apart from the freshly 
prepared lunch, there are 
people to chat with and plenty 
to do besides - computers, 
organised quizzes and games, 
quiet spaces for reading 
newspapers, and all the usual 
facilities like the hairdresser and assisted bathing. The more the merrier, 
so drop by, or perhaps bring someone along who you think might enjoy a 
break from watching the hundredth repeat of Morse. You already know the 
butler did it! 
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 “IT’S ALL IN A DAY’S WORK”

On Saturday 12th April Wallingford Medical Practice will be 
opening the doors for an All Age Family Open Day, 10.30am – 3.30pm.  
Light refreshments available. We plan to make this a friendly, relaxed and 
interesting day for patients of all ages when you can see behind the scenes, 
see rooms you didn’t know existed and meet staff you’ve probably never 
seen before.

Patients will be able to have informal talks with doctors, nurses, 
receptionists, and the staff who you seldom see. There will be short talks in 
the waiting room about how the practice is run; a typical day in the life of 
different members of the practice. Advice on various topics will be available 
throughout the day, including sessions on how to register for using the 
online booking system. 

There will be a number of activities for children - see a skeleton, brain, 
heart etc; listen through a stethoscope; play games to learn more about 
nutrition. All patients will be welcome to visit the 10 ‘Consulting Rooms’ 
where organisations will be providing useful information covering a wide 
range of health issues. 

Our charity for the day is Berks, Ox and Bucks Air Ambulance; we 
would ask you to bring along your donations to this very worthy cause. We 
might even be able to persuade a member of the crew to come along at 
some point during the day  - who knows!

This is the first time an event of this kind has taken place at the 
surgery – so please come and spend an hour or two learning more about 
health services that are provided for your benefit.

Val Wolsey, Chair:  Patients in Partnership (PiP)

Patients Participation Group for Wallingford Medical 
Practice. T: 01491 836820; info@pipwallingford.org 

Urgently Required
 Volunteer Drivers for Cholsey Day Centre.  If you can spare some time 

to bring and/or take home Day Centre members please contact Lin Harding 
on 652970.

The Old School requires a part-time caretaker.  For further details 
please contact Lin Harding on 652970 or pop in for a chat.

John Wheeler
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CHOLSEY TENNIS CLUB

We would like to welcome old and new players to our tennis courts in 
the village. We have four hard courts and floodlighting for all  courts which 
we can use until 10.00pm.

We have coaching available for Adults and Juniors,  please let us 
know if we can arrange for some coaching with Jason our Club Coach who 
also runs Easter and Summer Camps for various  junior  age groups .

Club Nights are on Tuesdays at 6.30pm onwards and you will be   very  
welcome whatever your standard. Once a month we have a pizza evening  
to round off  the Tennis. We will be having various social events through 
the Spring and Summer.

We run a club tournament throughout the Summer  with a finals 
weekend in September. More details will be found on www.cholseytennisclub.
co.uk. Also on the website are details of subs for the 2014/15 season which 
are due on April 1st.                                         

We now have a path  which leads you from the car park down the 
side of the Cholsey Pavilion.

Last but by no means least, let us hope for SUNSHINE!!!

Jean Buck

CHOLSEY UNITED... THE RETURN!!

Yes you read it correctly folks! Cholsey United F.C are set to return  for 
the 2014 - 2015 season!!

The CUFC Committee met a few months back to discuss the idea after 
Danny Wood’s (He of the Barn Fitness Club) stepped forward to take on the 
role as much needed Team Manager.

Details are all still all to be confirmed but the aim is to start in Division 
2 of the Upper Thames Valley League in September this year.

Best of all is the news that Cholsey United will (hopefully) be returning 
to play on the Cholsey Rec for the first time since the loss of the Pavilion in 
2005! Talks are underway on this matter but a very positive reception from  
the Cholsey Parish Council makes everything look very positive!

If you are interested in playing or being part of the club please email 
secretary@cholseyunitedfc.co.uk See updates on www.cholseyunitedfc.co.uk

David Dewey, Hon. Secretary Cholsey United FC
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A smiling Ricky 
Cox, thrilled with 
his Worst First Tee 
Shot award and 
thinking, “I would 
have hit the ball 
further using this 
spoon !”

Clive Miners – who sold £156 worth of 
tickets himself – “WHAT A RESULT !”

Ian Brown, a very 
happy man, after his 
latest win at North 
Oxford in February.

CHOLSEY GOLF SOCIETY

Despite the weather, it’s been a great year so far. We are 
now almost half way through our season and new member 
Ian Brown, who got off to a wonderful start by winning his 
first medal day back in October, has gone from strength 
to strength, and is now a clear leader topping the League 
Table by a massive 26 points. In the 5 medal days we’ve 
had, he has won 2 and hasn’t finished out of the top 6. He 
also won our fun 2-Club Competition just after Christmas. 
His handicap has already come down 8 
shots from 28 and he could be into single 

figures by the summer. This is definitely his 
year. In second spot is ex-Cholsey lad, Ricky 
Cox, who after winning at Badgemore Park 
in January with a magnificent round, had a 

disaster last month at the first tee – almost an air-shot – 
with his ball travelling all of one half inch – worst of the 
year by a mile (or should that be 63359 ½“). 

There are some 
great courses coming 
up for the rest of 
the year , including Oak 
Park, Chipping Norton, 
Maidenhead and in 
September, our season 
finishes at The Belfry 
when we hold our annual 
Captain’s Weekend and 

Presentation Dinner.
Our Christmas Raffle, organised by 

Clive Miners was our most successful yet and we were able to increase 
our donations to local good causes this year - with £300 going to Cholsey 
Primary School to help fund their Forest School Project including volunteer 
parents’ training courses and tools, and also £200 to Cholsey Pre-school for 
some new educational resources.

Our next fund-raising event is our Fun Village Race Night on Saturday 
10th May at the New Cholsey Pavilion – see page 25.
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PLAY DAY COMES TO CHOLSEY AGAIN!

The South Oxfordshire play and activity day 2014 will take place on 
Wednesday 13th August 2014 at Cholsey Meadows from 11am until 3pm. 
These events are unique in that they offer both free entrance and free 
activities and are for children and young people aged 0 to 19 years.

We need local clubs, groups, and societies to help make the day a 
success, the more local input we have, the better the event is.

If you would like to get involved please contact Martin Gillett at the 
Oxfordshire Play Association.

martin.gillett@oxonplay.org.uk  Tel: 01865 779474  
www.oxonplay.org.uk

We are a thriving local society, currently with 33 members, whose 
golfing skills range from the sublime to the ridiculous. We play monthly at 
various courses in Oxfordshire and neighbouring counties.

If interested in joining us, you will be assured of a very warm and 
friendly welcome, although there is just one requirement you will need apart 
from some golf clubs – a sense of humour ! Please contact the secretary:

Dave Evans, at dave.vans@virgin.net

 

THAMES TAI CHI & QI GONG 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Traditional Chinese exercises practised in slow 
motion for relaxation, vitality, health and grace 

 

Regular classes in Cholsey & Ewelme 
Drop in for a taster – please contact Mark to arrange 

T: 07966 253399        E: ThamesTaiChi@gmail.com 
 

  Be still as a mountain, flow        

          like a great river 
A tributary of www.taichifoundation.org 

 

 www.HealingQi.co.uk/tai-chi 

 
Luxury Curtains and Blinds  
 
For commercial and domestic -
interlined, with trims should you 
wish… 
 
Designer fabrics, curtain poles 
and accessories available 
 
Contact Sharon Bunting on: 
07753 198246 or 
sharon@buckramandbump.co.uk 
 
www.buckramandbump.co.uk 

 
 


