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As a testament to The Pueblo 
Chieftain’s commitment to the 
community’s youth as well as the 
importance it places on the news-
paper product, The Classroom 
Chieftain is marking its “silver” an-
niversary — 25 years and count-
ing.

For a quarter century, The Pueblo 
Chieftain has partnered with the 
business and education commu-
nities to produce this unique and 
interesting publication, giving 
students an opportunity to have 
their work appear in print before 
the Chieftain’s many readers.

Utilizing the week-long series 

of lessons published in The Chief-
tain during February, students in 
grades K-12 learned about the dif-
ferent newspaper writing styles, 
as well as cartooning, advertising 
and cover design.

The newspaper lessons included 
topics and guidelines to submit 
students’ entries in the competi-
tion for possible inclusion in this 
year’s issue.

The Classroom Chieftain is a 
three-month long project that 
would not be possible without 
the collaboration of many educa-
tors, business leaders and Chief-
tain sta� members, who continue 

to support and sustain the proj-
ect.

Many teachers believe the 
experience exposes their students 
to the real working world of busi-
ness, deadlines and competition.

Again this year, Loaf ‘N Jug gen-
erously provided newspapers, at 
no cost, to all participating class-
rooms. In addition, the businesses 
listed on Page 25 purchased ad-
vertising space in the publication 
and turned it over to students to 
design an ad.

The di�cult task of choosing 
the winning entries in all of the 
various categories fell on several 
teams of judges, which include 
educators, business people and 
Chieftain sta�ers.

Students whose work merited 
a �rst, second or third prize in the 
publication were honored during 
an awards ceremony at the Robert 
Hoag Rawlings Public Library on 
May 7. The winners receive a cash 
prize, ribbon and certi�cate com-
memorating their achievement 
with proud parents, teachers, and 
newspaper sta� on hand to share 
the joy of the students’ achieve-
ments.

HISTORY
The Classroom Chieftain was 

launched all those years ago by 
Jacquie Hu�aker, then director 
of The Chieftain’s “Newspapers 
in Education” program. “At the 
time, we were doing newsroom 
workshops with our sta� for 
high school students,” Jacquie 
said. “With assistance from Chris 
Woodka, We were publishing a 
little high school paper inside The  
Chieftain.”

The workshops, Jacquie ex-
plained, gave students insight 
into the various types of writing 
— opinion, news, feature — as 
well as design, involved in the 
newspaper business. As student 
interest grew, so did the NIE’s vi-
sion. 

“So we came up with the idea of 
the Classroom Chieftain,” Jacquie 
said. “It wasn’t a new idea, as other 
newspapers’ NIE programs had 
done it. But we felt that it would 
be a good way to help children 
learn about the various styles of 
writing and ad design, give teach-
ers a useful tool for instruction, 
and present our readers with a 
fun section that would enjoy.”

Celebrating 25 years of students’ achievements
“It’s the multi-faceted aspect that has 

contributed to its longevity. Kids like it. 
It’s a teaching resource and the readers 
find it interesting.”

                                     JACQUIE HUFFAKER

See Next Page
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As The Classroom Chieftain 
grew, prizes were added to rec-
ognize the top three �nishers in 
each category, giving students 
further incentive to participate.  

“Of course, a big reward for 
students was to see their work 
in print,” Jacquie said. “The prize 
award and award reception for 
students and family were just 
other bonuses.” 

In an industry that has expe-
rienced many changes over the  
years, The Classroom Chieftain 
remains a consistent feature, en-
joyed by those who submit work, 
the advertisers who support it 
and the readers who see the hard 
work of potential future journal-
ists and artists.

“It’s the multi-faceted aspect 
that has contributed to its longev-

ity,” Jacquie said. “Kids like it. It’s a 
teaching resource and the readers 
�nd it interesting. The NIE depart-
ment was always fortunate that 
The Chieftain gave us the help of 
sta� members to put it together.”

For Jacquie, who served in The 
Chieftain’s NIE program from 1983 
until 2010, one of the most re-
warding parts of the undertaking 
were the heartwarming stories 
from teachers, “who told us that 
it meant a lot to students who 
maybe didn’t excel in other areas 
to be a part of Classroom Chief-
tain.” 
BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATION

At least one high school instruc-
tor has long seen the bene�ts of 
taking part in the program.

Michael Geesaman is the long-
time instructor for the Canon City 

High School design and drafting 
program, which is certi�ed by The 
American Design Drafting Asso-
ciation. He started the program in 
1973.

Under his guidance, students 
have been submitting display ads 
to the Classroom Chieftain since 
at least 1990.

“Let’s just say it’s been several 
years,” Michael said with a chuck-
le. “My old mind can’t remember 
exactly.”

As his students have a natural 
interest in the design process and 
a love of competition, submit-
ting to the Classroom Chieftain 
seemed a natural �t. “The Chieftain 
has provided an avenue for both 
for 25 years,” he noted. “And it’s 
appreciated.”

Creation and submission of ads 

is a yearly regular assignment for 
Michael’s junior class students. 
“They try to get better every year 
at designing ads. This is one of 
many employable skills we foster.

“Over the years, there have been 
several students go on to careers 
in graphic design. They usually 
move to larger cities to �nd work 
after additional training at college 
or university.”

Michael encourages more 
teachers to get involved with the 
Classroom Chieftain by making 
participation “a class assignment 
worked into regular curriculum 
o�erings.

You will �nd that this activity 
will ful�ll many of the objectives 
or learnings we work toward.”

25 YEARS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Students in grades 3-8 were o�ered two choices in the news writing 
category:

• To use their imagination to create a news story about the photo that 
appears on Page 4.

• Write about a real event at their school.
Pueblo Chieftain education reporter Gayle Perez was one of the 

judges for this year’s contest.
“It’s great to see students in our community taking an interest in 

journalism. It was refreshing to see the creative writing skills of the 
students and their grasp of writing for a newspaper.”

 Entries were judged on this criteria: mechanics and grammar, news 
writing/expository format, creativity and clarity. 

 We congratulate all the schools and students who entered this con-
test. You did an exceptional job.

Using imagination to tell
an interesting news story

Grades 3-5
   1st Place: Aiden Aguilar, 4th Grade, McClelland School
   2nd Place: Joss Kamell, 4th Grade, McClelland School
   3rd Place: Alexandra Kennedy, 3rd Grade, McClelland School

Grades 6-8
   1st Place: Mackenzie Turner, 7th Grade, Swink School
   2nd Place: Courtney Estrada, 7th Grade, Swink School
   3rd Place: Izzy Yard, 8th Grade, Harrison Middle School

Honorable Mentions:
   Rico Carale, 7th Grade, Swink School
   Paige Hyatt, 3rd Grade, McClelland School    
   Brandon Nelson, 7th Grade, Swink School
   Noah Nesbit, 4th Grade, McClelland School
   Christian Ptolemy, 7th Grade, Swink School
   Rebekah Ritterling, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
   Juan Rodriguez, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
   Cayman Wallace, 4th Grade, McClelland School

News/Expository Writing Winners
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1st Place: Aiden Aguilar 
Grade 4, McClelland School

The Pueblo Boys and Girls Club cook for the poor and home-
less. This happened last February 14.  The creator of Boys and 
Girls Club, Mr. Dickens, says the reason they chose that day 
was because they had nothing planned and thought it would 
be nice to show love on Valentine’s Day. 
    This event took place at the soup kitchen across the street 
from the Pueblo Children’s Museum.  Members of the club say 
they took a vote on where they would cook. They choose the 
place based on the space for people to sit.  Plus, it has a spot 
in the back for people to cook. They planned to cook noodles, 
soups, stews and broths for the poor and homeless.

They chose the food because this type of food helps over 
sickness. A young boy named Josh said these foods were very 
easy to make. 

     The Boys and Girls Club members helped set up the tables 
and chairs. After they set up, they put cloths on the tables. The 
chefs set up the cooking area. They needed to set up boiling 
pots to make the stews and broths.  They also boiled the noo-
dles and soups. They added chicken, carrots, beef, tomatoes, 
seaweed, and other spices.  Before they serve it to anyone, 
they get to taste the food �rst to make sure it is good. 
     To make sure the customers and the Boys and Girls Club 
members knew each other’s names, they wore chef hats with 
their names on them.  The head chef, Abree Thatcher, asked 
everyone to wash their hands before serving so no one would 
get sick.  

The homeless and poor thanked the club for the food. 

Cooking for the poor proves rewarding for children

Aiden Aguilar

2nd Place: Josh Karnell
Grade 4, McClelland School

CSU-Pueblo cooking class
Last Wednesday, a middle school age 

group started their weekly food cook-
ing classes at CSU-Pueblo. The type of 
cuisine changes each week. For the next 
�ve weeks they will be making Mexican 
food. Each year a contest is held that 
helps pay for the classes.

The classes will last until October 2014.  
Each class starts at 11 a.m. and ends at 
1 p.m. Students are expecting to make 
classics like fajitas, tacos, salsas, and 
more. The students do not need to bring 
lunch because they will eat what they 
make.

Although this program is new, soon 
they plan to have one for elementary, 
high school, college students and adults. 
New students can sign up at the end of 
this round of classes. The new classes are 
free if you sign up before June 1, 2014. If 
you sign up late it is $20.

The instructor in charge is the owner 
of Jorges Sombrero.  He says, “It’s a plea-

sure to teach future 
master cooks.”

There is a contest 
that will be a fund-
raiser for the next 
year. The contest is to 
raise money so they 
can a�ord to pay for 
the food. To be in the 
contest, the contes-
tant wins by cooking 
the best food. The contest will take place 
at the end of October when the classes 
end. The winner gets a free lunch that 
the other students make.
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2nd Place: Courtney Estrada
Grade 7, Swink School

A great phenomenon is happening in a Colorado Springs school. The 6th, 7th and 
8th grade classes from Fox Meadow Middle School are helping out their senior citi-
zens at Shady Oaks Retirement Home. This organization was started as a hobby for a 
7th grader Jonathan Peirs; later he started to ask his friends to join him for his favorite 
part of the weekend. 

Helping out senior citizens

SEE PAGE 8

1st Place: Mackenzie Turner 
Grade 7, Swink School

At a local community center in Lakev-
iew, California, Mrs. Betty Jaymes’ ninth 
grade class is taking a cooking class. On 
April 17, 2014, 16 students gather in this 
small rundown kitchen in the back of the 
beat-down community center to hope-
fully boost their careers in the culinary 
arts. 

 This program, “Preparing for the Fu-
ture,” helps teach the kids how to prepare 
healthy meals and gives them a hint of 
what they will experience in their future.  
     “This is a very great opportunity to 
learn life skills,” fourteen-year-old Mari-
ana Johnson stated.  Mariana and her 
classmates dream of making it big in the 
culinary business. A great thing about 
this program is even if you don’t want to 
major in the �ne culinary arts of cooking, 
you can still attend this great opportu-
nity and learn to cook great meals for 

yourself.       
“The kids really do enjoy this idea 

because they can hang out and meet 
new friends!,” Mrs. Jaymes exclaimed 
like an excited three-year-old. 
     For the past eight years, the com-
munity board has been fundraising 
for this program.     

 “Even though the funding has 
been up and down the past few 
years, they have always come 
through for us,” informs the founder 

of this great opportunity, Matt Russo.     
This has impacted the children and 

their future by teaching them to cook. 
Every two months, children meet at the 
kitchen to cook delicious meals.  

After they make wonderful meals, they 
box them up and send them to a nearby 
nursing home, the Lakeview Special 
Needs Nursing Home.

In March, the parents of the attendees 
grouped together and decided to go to 
the state legislature to see if this pro-
gram could happen in other states.  

“We want all creative kids to have this 
opportunity that our kids have experi-
enced,” said Mary Layne, mother of two 
kids, ages �fteen and thirteen, who are 
original members of the group.  The state 
said that they would have to talk to the 
governor of California. Hopefully the 
future of “Preparing for the Future” will 
blossom like a �ower in spring.

Preparing food for the future

Mackenzie Turner

3rd Place: Alexandra Kennedy
Grade 3, McClelland School

The kids are at PCC in a cooking class. 
This class is once a month and very 
fun.  They cook things like tacos, pizza, 
smoothies and lots more.  
    The instructors help the kids by show-
ing them how to use the equipment and 
cook with them.  The instructors help the 
kids by showing them how to use the 
stove and oven.  

The age limit is 7 to 13 years old.  The 
kids attend the class for 5 months.  It 
has been going on for 8 years now since 
2006. 
    A student in the class named Chris 
said, “I love this class. I want to go again 
next year. It is so fun.” Chris’ sister, Grace, 
is in the class also.  His two friends Bran-

don and Paul signed up 
with him.

The person who runs 
the class is named Jor-
gia Alexes. The instruc-
tors are named Carlos, 
Angela, John, Rose and 
Jami.  They have been 
working with children for over 11 years 
and they love it.  Jorgia said that they 
would try to do it until 2019.

Jorgia pays for this class. She gets the 
money for this class from taxes. It was 
her dream to teach children to cook. 

PCC cooking class



PCC cooking class
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3rd Place: Izzy Yard, Grade 8 
Harrison Middle School

The teens in Canon City are deprived 
of meaningful activities. After the four-
plex movie theater (Creekside Cinema) 
closed, the kids were left with only two 
choices for fun, bowling or a one-screen 
theater that has been open for almost 
one century! 

This has really created a negative 
impact on Canon City’s children. What 
these children really need is a recreation 
center.  
    “There’s one factor in rural drug use. 
There’s nothing to do in small towns,” 
says Andrew Sullivan, an expert on teen 
drug use.  According to Canon City data, 
crime rate and drug use has gone up 129 
percent in the last 12 years!

There are few activities for kids to do, 
so they are �nding negative ways to en-
tertain themselves that are not positive 

towards themselves or 
the community. 
     As I mentioned be-
fore, there are only two 
places kids can go to 
have some fun in Can-
on. Canon City Lanes is 
one option, but it can 
be potentially danger-
ous for children. There 
is an open bar in the 
bowling alley that is 
quite popular with 
the adults. This is dangerous for many 
reasons; the children could sneak in and 
get alcohol, the adults could give them 
alcohol, and the kids could accidentally 

Needed: A recreation center for Canon City!

SEE PAGE 10

It soon sky 
rocketed into 
an activity the 
whole middle 
school likes to 
do to make the 
senior citizens 
happy in the 
lonely nursing 
home.  
     “I love doing 
this every Sat-
urday. It makes 
me very happy 
to talk to them,” 
Janet Clare, a 

6th grader, said while helping out her 
elderly partner Gale Hover. 
      This organization has made the 
students look forward to every Saturday 
instead of lying around doing nothing 
all day. The students do a wide variety of 
activities with their senior citizen. They 
cook and bring them their lunch, and 
talk with them until the bus is ready to 
take them back to the school.  It’s nor-

mally a 12-5 occasion. 
Jonathan wants to expand to more 

nursing homes and start having other 
grades do it too.  He doesn’t want to stop 
there; Jonathan wants the entire state 
to do this.  He wants them to accept the 
elderly in today’s society. 
    “I love seeing the smile on their faces 
when they see us come in.  Its inspired 
me to dream of running my own or-
ganization for better nursing homes 
and medical assistance for the elderly, 
to make them feel at home,” Jonathan 
stated. 
    This program made a big impact for 
Jonathan and his whole family.  They are 
very proud of him.

“It’s hard to believe that a 7th grade 
boy started a new tradition at this 
school,” teacher Malinda Price said.  “He is 
an inspiration for all of us to follow.”

SENIOR  CITIZENS FROM PAGE 6
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The feature writing contest was open 
to students in grades 3-8, who were 
asked to submit a story about a person 
who has impressed them or changed 
their lives, or a person with an unusual 
job, hobby or life experience.

Judge Steve Henson, Chieftain man-
aging editor, was impressed with the 
students’ clarity and creativeness, as 

displayed in stories about family mem-
bers or friends overcoming obstacles and 
hardships.

The stories showed a great grasp of 
emotion, and paid tribute to inspiring 
people who impacted the young writers 
enough that a story was written about, 
and in honor of, them.

Feature/Narrative Writing Winners
6-8 Grade
   1st place: Hannah Rockwell, 8th Grade, 
   Harrison Middle School
   2nd place: Trey Redner, 8th Grade, Swink School
   3rd place: Amber Woodson, 8th Grade, Swink School           
   
Honorable Mentions:
    Jai Patel, 8th Grade, Swink School
   Jordan Aeschliman, 8th Grade, Swink School
   Acelin Lucero, 8th Grade, Swink School
   Mitch Klempan, 7th Grade, Swink School

1st Place: Hannah Rockwell
Grade 8, Harrison Middle School

Moving: an awkward topic no one likes 
talking about it and no one likes doing it.

Moving: it takes you away from loved 
ones, friends and even relationships. 

This is exactly how I felt last summer 
(May 2013). I was being taken away from 
my whole life and having to start it over. 
I felt alone and sad; my only friend was 
my dog. We were packed into a car for 
three days, the back seat full of randomly 
shaped boxes full of random things. We 
would occasionally stop for food and 
resting.  

The day we got to little Canon City, 
Colorado I remember I hated it. Every lit-
tle detail was so di�erent. The girls here 
well tall, skinny and had perfect hair and 
I was normal height, extremely wavy hair 
and average weight. I felt out of place 

like I didn’t 
belong here. I 
wanted more 
than anything 
to go back to 
South Carolina 
with my friends 
who knew and 
understood me.  

Soon ev-
erything kept 
getting worse 
at school. I was getting weird looks and 
was told what to do. The school system 
was so di�erent, too. At my old school, 
we used electronics from Apple but at 
this school we used the paper and pencil 

A Summer day

SEE PAGE 10
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2nd Place: Trent Redner
Grade 8, Swink  School

Trevin Redner!  He wears glasses and has black hair with 
brown eyes. He is very cute, the way he runs around the house 
with his glasses bouncing on his head.  This nice, loving young 
man is the sweetest boy I have ever met.  He shares and never 
says anything mean. I don’t think he knows what mean is. He 
always has a smile on his face. 

He was born June 16, 2008. When he was born, he weighed in 
at about six pounds.  When he was born, our family, including 
me, didn’t know we would have to change. 
    Trevin, when born, was diagnosed with a syndrome. That syn-
drome is Prader-Willi-syndrome. It is a genetic disorder. It deals 
with the chromosomes in his body.     

His muscle memory and muscles aren’t fully developed as they should be at his 
age. Also, he has an eating disorder. He is always hungry. He doesn’t know how to 
control it. 

 He will eat anything, even if it isn’t edible.  Not only does he have that, but he also 
has scoliosis.  For people who don’t know it, scoliosis is where your spine is curved 
and not straight. He has to wear a day- and-night brace to keep in under control. 

This is what he has to deal with every day of the week.  And yet after all of this, he 
still has a smile on his face.  

    

Trevin, the inspiring brother

SEE NEXT PAGE

get involved in the drunken adults altercations.  
The other option for fun in Canon is the Skyline Theater. For those of you who do 

not know, Skyline Theater was built in 1917 and only has one screen for showings. 
This means that sometimes the movies are not suitable for teenagers.

Having a recreation center in Canon City — such as a YMCA — could bene�t every 
age group.  The YMCA could give something positive for the teenagers to do. Also, it 

would help both parents and toddlers with its daycare system. 
While the parents are at work or even working out at the gym, the toddlers have 

someone to look after them.  There is even a club called Silver Sneakers at the YMCA 
for elders to join in the fun and play some Bingo.  
     Recreation center for Canon City?  It would bene�t every age group for that small 
town and create a positive environment for Canon’s teens.

REC CENTER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

method.
I started to get really sad, get-

ting depressed more and more 
each day. The only time I would 
feel happy was listening to 
music and talking to my friends 
on Facebook. 

One day at school, however, 
I had a horrible day. It started 
out with losing my art project 
in art class that I worked forever 
on. Then I didn’t get the solo in 
chorus. We had a test in math. 
We had to read in science and 
then we had to take another 

test. Then during lunch I got 
milk all over me and later a girl 
named Bailee said that these 
girls were gossiping about me. I 
felt like the world was going to 
fall apart on me.

I went home and instantly 
turned on music and went on 
Facebook, wanting to talk to my 
friends about my horrible day. 
Yes again, I was disappointed 
because none of my friends 
were on Facebook. I did have 
a random message from a girl 
that I didn’t know named Sum-

mer Walker. 
She told me that we had met 

before at my mom’s old apart-
ment. I didn’t remember her but 
I did want to be nice. We talked 
for a while and I found out 
that she was my age (14) and 
that we had a lot in common. I 
ended up telling her about my 
day and she told me that things 
weren’t that great for her either. 
After that, me and her got a 
routine of talking after I got out 
of school. This continued for 
months. 

One day we were talking and 
she said she had a disability 
problem. I was a little shocked 
but I didn’t care — a person is a 
person no matter what. Sud-
denly our messages started to 
become less and less and they 
just stopped all together. The 
last message she ever sent me 
was “thank you for being such a 
great friend.”

I soon learned that she had 
passed away on February 24. 
I was crushed and wanted to 
make a memory of her. My 

English teacher was talking 
about an assignment: writing 
an article about a person that 
changed your life.  So I wrote 
about Summer Walker — she 
changed my life forever.   She 
made me a happier person and I 
will never forget her.

SUMMER FROM PAGE 9 
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3rd Place: Amber Woodson
Grade 8, Swink School

My nephew Pablo has had a hard 
life. He was born �ve and a half months 
early, on November 9, 2011 in Colorado 
Springs.  The bizarre thing is that we 
were both born in the same month and 
exactly a week apart, just in di�erent 
months; we are 12 years apart. 

When he was born, the doctors were 
surprised he lived since he wasn’t fully 
developed mentally and physically.  
There were a few times that he stopped 
breathing and scared us, but he came 
out of it. He spent most of his time in 
the Children’s Hospital until the doctors 
thought his lungs were strong enough 
so he could go home with my sister, 
Ti�any. 
    The day he got to go home we were 
all so excited since it was the �rst time 
any of us got to see him.  The �rst thing 
I noticed about him was that he had a 
big smile on his face and never cried. 
His hair was light brown, and he had 
glistening blue eyes.  At �rst he had to 
be on an oxygen tank so he would be 

able to breathe in his 
sleep. He had to be on 
oxygen for two and a 
half years. My nephew 
is now three years 
old and he is able to 
breathe on his own.

My nephew is 
always happy and 
he has taught me to 
always be happy and 
have a smile on your 
face, and keep your head up when things 
get tough in life.  
      I am so proud of my baby nephew; 
he has fought through all of this with a 
smile on his face. Pablo has been walking 
and talking now for about a year and 
a half. Pablo has to wear glasses and a 
hearing aid to help him hear and see 
better, but that doesn’t bother him.  Even 
though he is a year behind where he is 
supposed to be, that doesn’t stop him 
from learning new things. 

My nephew Pablo means the world to 
me, and I don’t know what I would do 
without Pablo. I couldn’t ask for a better 
nephew than him.

Young nephew 
overcomes obstacles 

Opinion Writing Winners
Grades 9-12
   1st place: Jessicalynn Miller, 11th Grade, Lamar High School
   2nd place: Mikey Weber, 9th Grade, Swink School
   3rd place: Allison Sena-Ramos, 12th Grade, Lamar High School

Honorable Mentions:
   Jessie Smith, 12th Grade, Swink School
   Kelly Valdez, 9th Grade, Swink School
   Torrey Davis, 12th Grade, Swink School
   Sam Bartolo, 10th Grade, Swink School
   Lindsey Tatum, 12th Grade, Swink School

Students in grades 9-12 had a choice of three topics 
for the opinion-writing contest:

• Pick one rule at your school that needs to be 
changed and explain why.

•  What is the best thing or the worst thing about be-
ing a teenager today?

•  An issue of your own choice. 

Pueblo Chieftain editorial board members Jeff 
Holmquist and Tom McAvoy judged this year’s entries. 
Judging criteria for this category included writing style, 
mechanics and grammar, creativity and clarity of their 
opinion or persuasive entry. 

Judges were impressed with both the writing style of 
the winners and the convincing manner in which their 
opinions were presented.

“In today’s social-media-dominated world, every-
body has an opinion but few can express those opin-
ions in a clear, concise and reasoned way,” said Jeff.  “It 
was enjoyable to read opinion pieces from the next 
generation that showed passion and included strong 
arguments. Congratulations to all the writers. You did a 
tremendous job.”

One day in Olive Garden as he was walking back from the restroom to the table, he 
stole someone’s food o� their table. The people thankfully understood. 

He never gets mad. Now Trevin is �ve. He is living a great life. He loves school. It is 
amazing; I never knew a kid could love school as much as he does. He just can’t get 
enough of it. It is where he can be social and make friends. He really likes to learn and 
play new things. I am so glad to be his brother. 
     It surprised me how much a younger kid could teach me something important. 
Trevin has taught me a lot. I learned to live life to the fullest because he does. And I 
realized I don’t get mad or depressed at the little things because it could be worse. 

Look in Trevin’s view. It would be hard to live like that every single day, yet he is 
always happy. Trevin is a role model, my role model.  He is someone I look up too. He 
is a great brother and person.

I LOVE HIM!

TREVIN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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1st Place: Jessicalynn Miller
Grade 12, Lamar High School

Have you ever been locked out?  
Locked out of your car?  Locked 
out of your house?  How about 
your phone? 

While these are all awful scenar-
ios, students at Lamar High School 
in Lamar, Colorado are being 
locked out of something far more 
important: their education. 
     Since its invocation at the begin-
ning of the 2013/2014 school year, 
many teachers have taken advan-
tage of Lamar High School’s newer, 
more relaxed technology policy. 

The faculty has decided to take this as 
an opportunity to create and distribute 
student e-mails. Many teachers use these 
e-mails to distribute notes and home-
work without wasting paper printing 
several copies per student in the event 
the paper becomes lost. 

The problem lies in the technology 
used at this Colorado high school. 

Many of the computers still run 
Windows XP. These outdated pieces of 
technology often refuse to connect to 
the Internet. The logical response would 
be to “whip out” a cell phone or a tablet, 
and work from there. Unfortunately for 
those students that care enough to work 
hard, this isn’t an option either. Lamar 
High School gets terrible reception, 
making even the simplest tasks, such as 
checking a school e-mail, a hassle. 

 One might say that you need only 
connect to the Wi-Fi right?  Unfortunate-
ly, you cannot.  It is password protected. 
So you’ve been doing your homework on 
your phone for a month straight. You’re 
doing really well too. You’ve remem-
bered to e-mail your daily homework, 
and you have managed to not only stay 
caught up but also get ahead in all your 
classes.  

You go home at the end of a very 
successful day at school to �nd your dad 
waiting for you. Looks like you’ve gone 
over your allotted data for the month, in-

curring several charges on your parent’s 
cell phone bill. 

You are now grounded. No TV, no 
Internet, and no cell phone.  So much for 
that head start you worked so hard on. 
     Lastly, not every student’s household 
is economically stable enough for them 
to be able to a�ord a data plan. For these 
students, the school Wi-Fi would be the 
only way for them to access notes and 
homework. 

With classroom materials becoming 
more and more digitized, these types of 
students are being left alone on a de-
serted island. Privilege and opportunity 
should never be considered synonyms, 
but Lamar High School’s new technol-
ogy policy sure makes it feel that way. 
For these types of students locking the 
Wi-Fi is literally locking them out of their 
future. 
     Put the equal back in to equal oppor-
tunity learning! School is meant to put 
students on the path to success. Locking 
wireless Internet does just the opposite. 
It sets students up for failure. 

Does anyone deserve to have their 
future password protected?

Password protected future

Jessicalynn Miller

 

“Privilege and opportunity should nev-
er be considered synonyms, but Lamar 
High School’s new technology policy sure 
makes it feel that way.”
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2nd Place: Mikey Weber, Grade 9, Swink School
The problem of profane language

Everyone knows 
that cussing is more 
or less against the 
rules at school, or 
as stated by the 
student handbook, 
“The principal may 
suspend or recom-
mend expulsion of 
a student who en-
gages in … direct-
ing profanity, vulgar 

language or obscene gestures towards 
other students, school personnel, or visi-
tors to the school.” 

Most everyone also knows that swear-
ing takes place quite often anyway. I 
believe that the rules already in place 
should simply be respected or enforced 
to a greater degree. 

I plan to convince you exactly why 
these changes should take place. I’ll 

focus on the three di�erent groups of 
people in the school from the point of 
view of those deciding to swear.  Hope-
fully this way I can convince everyone 
that this is the correct way to go. 
      First o�, the people swearing are 
distracting themselves. If you spend so 
much time using profanity to express 
how much you hate school, you don’t 
have time to learn. If you learn nothing, 
you can’t get the grades you need to get 
through school, and then you will be 
stuck in that “whatever you want to call 
it” forever.  

Second, other students have the same 
general problem.  Whether you are 
laughing at or shaking your head at all of 
the obscenities spewing from the mouth 
of other students, you are distracted by 
profanity.  Soon you will have the same 
problem of having a hard time making 
your grades.  

Lastly, vulgar language a�ects the 

teacher’s ability to teach. However, other 
things about profanity also in�uence 
teachers.  Even if they are wholeheart-
edly against cussing when they start to 
teach, hearing such speech will eventu-
ally “immunize” them against it, mean-
ing they won’t notice.  This will a�ect 
their ability to be e�ective parents and 
friends.  
     For all of the di�erent reasons to not 
use vulgar language, you would think 
that people could just stop doing it. 
However, this will not happen anytime 
soon. The only thing teachers can do to 
help students help themselves in this as-

pect is to use the rules provided to keep 
profanity out of schools. 

The only things students can do are to 
try to dissuade their fellow students from 
swearing, and write essays to persuade 
teachers to help stop profanity. 

I know that my personal contribution 
here can make a di�erence, and I hope 
that it does.  Even if this essay does not 
make it to the newspaper, my teacher 
will read it, and it might make her think. 
That alone could make a great di�erence.  

Just remember, profanity a�ects 
everyone.

3rd Place: Allison Sena-Ramos
Grade 12, La Junta High School

“You want to be treated like an adult, 
well then act like it!”  

So many arguments start like this. 
Mad parents and teenager bicker. 
Parents argue they are right; teens say 
they are right. Teens also tend to hear, 
“Be home by…”  Teens like to enjoy their 
night, not go home early and be bored. 
What’s the point of this? 
     Parents think being a teenager nowa-
days is easier than being a teen when 
they were our age. It’s de�nitely not! 
They don’t take it into consideration we 
have to focus on many things: school, 
sports, and activities. 

It’s not as easy as they think. There are 
many distractions and when parents 
expect us to maintain an A- to B-grade 
point average, there is a lot of pressure. 
Honestly, how can we act like adults if 
we aren’t given a chance?  If we aren’t 
treated like an adult, how are we going 
to experience the adult world?  

If adults trusted us enough they 
would give us some slack and let us 
make the right decision without breath-
ing down our necks like we are children. 
They should trust us up to the time we 
make bad decisions; then I agree, they 
have the right to punish us. 

I know parents have 
their reasons not to 
trust their teen, but 
it’s not like every 
teen does drugs 
or drinks alcohol. 
There are teens who 
just want to hang 
out with their friends longer and have 
fun. On the other hand there are teens 
who do abuse the trust of their par-
ents. Those teens are more likely to be 
partying or something worse, but who 
knows? Unfortunately, it only takes a 
few of these kinds to change a parent’s 
decision about trusting teens. 
      I can’t speak for all teens because I 
know when it is a reasonable hour to 
be home without my mom telling me.  
If  I’m going to be late I will text or call 
my mom and let her know where I am 
and who I’m with. But sometimes I do 
forget and this is when she gets worried. 
She starts texting or calling me and it 
becomes my fault for not checking in 
with her. 

More teens should have a chance 
to prove to their parents they can be 
treated like an adult and can be
trusted. 

Treating teens like adults a 
step toward progress
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Advertising Design Winners

Josh Kamell Riley McAndrews Aubrey Till

Grades 3-5:
    1st place: Joss Kamell, 4th   Grade, McClelland School
    2nd place: Alexia Herrera,  5th Grade, Canon  Exploratory 
     School
    3rd place: Ian Montgomery,  4th Grade, Highland Park 
     Elementary

Grades 6-8:            
    1st place: Riley McAndrews,    7th Grade, Connect 
    Charter School
    2nd place: Ashleigh   Valesquez, 8th Grade,  Liberty Point      
     International School
    3rd Place: Keeley  Predovich, 6th Grade, Harrison Middle 
     School 

Grades 9-12:
    1st place: Aubrey Till, 11th  Grade, Canon City  High School
    2nd place: Brentan Harper,  11th Grade, Canon City    
     High School
    3rd place: Hans Hofmann, 11th Grade, Canon City    
     High School

Honorable Mentions:
     Hannah Bosisio, 11th  Grade, Canon City High  School
     Simran Chowdhari, 7th  Grade, Connect Charter 
      School
     Torrey Davis, 12th Grade, Swink School
     Sara Dickson, 6th Grade, Connect Charter School
     Claire Du�ee, 7th Grade, Connect Charter School
     Ismariah Gonzaes, 4th Grade, Park View
      Elementary
     Alanna Jackson, 7th Grade, Connect Charter School
     Kristin Katchmar, 11th Grade, Canon City High School
     Marcus Lucero, 8th Grade, Connect Charter School
     SuLan Mair, 8th Grade, Connect Charter School
     Rome Martinez, 3rd Grade, Park View Elementary
     Mallory Miller, 7th Grade, Connect Charter School
     Aniston Muller, 7th Grade, Connect Charter School
     Neve Richert, 3rd Grade, Park View Elementary
     Sydney Struck, 7th Grade, Liberty Point International  
      School
      Daniel Sun, 7th Grade, Connect Charter School
      Danielle Vigil, 7th Grade, Connect Charter School
      Cayman Wallace, 4th Grade, McClelland School

Students were asked to create and 
submit ads for those businesses who 
participated in this year’s publication. 
Representatives from these businesses 
then selected the ads which best de-
picted their business and the services 
o�ered.

Said production manager Mike Mc-
Dowell, who helped judged this year’s 
submissions, “The Classroom Chieftain 
is a lot of fun to judge, but really hard to 
pick the winners. This year’s students are 
very talented, and this can be seen in the 
creativity and cleverness of the ads.”
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Joss Kamell

Grade 4, McClelland School

Ian Montgomery
Grade 4, Highland Park Elementary

Ashleigh Velasquez

Grade 8, Liberty Point International

Alexia Herrera
Grade 5, Canon Exploratory School

  For the 25th anniversary of the Classroom Chieftain, we changed up the most popular ac-
tivity, the Design An Ad Contest. We judged both the ads selected by our wonderful business 
partners for publication and the ads submitted by all the students. This gives more students 
the opportunity to be in the publication.

 If a student’s ad was selected by the business, it appears throughout the pages in a full-
sized format. If another student’s ad was selected in their age division, by our judges, it ap-
pears here and on Page 20.  These pages represent the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners of the 
Design An Ad Contest.  Some lucky students’ ads were selected by both the business and our 
judges. We congratulate everyone who participated.
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Keeley Predovich
Grade 6, Harrison Middle School

Aubrey TillGrade 11, Canon City High School

Brentan Harper

Grade 11, Canon City High School
Hans Hofmann
Grade 11, Canon City High School
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2nd Place: Tyler Horiuchi
Grade 10, Swink School

Cover Design Winners
    1st Place: Claire Lamman, 11th Grade,     
     Canon City High School

    2nd Place: Tyler Horiuchi, 10th Grade, 
     Swink School

    3rd Place: Carly McCormack, 12th   
    Grade, Swink School

Honorable Mentions:
     Alyssa Chavez, 7th Grade, Swink School
     Natasha Groves, 12th Grade, Swink School
     Alexandra Kennedy, 3rd Grade, McClelland  School
     Nathan Martin, 4th Grade, McClelland School

The always popular cover-design 
contest was open to students in grades 
9-12. Entries needed to include the 
name “Classroom Chieftain 2014” and 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
publication. 

This year’s winner, Claire Lamman, 
beat out two-time cover winner Carly 
McCormack. Claire focused on classic 
art through the ages, including the-

Classroom Chieftain in each piece. Carly 
placed third with her unique take on a 
sea monster theme. She joined school-
mate Tyler Horiuchi in the top three 
�nalists.

The Chieftain management team had a 
di�cult time selecting a winner, as every 
entry was exceptional.

Way to go, everyone!

Claire Lamman
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3rd Place: 
Carly McCormack
Grade 12, Swink School
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 Cartooning Contest Winners
Grades 3-5
    1st place: Dane Fox, 5th Grade,Canon Exploratory School
    2nd Place: Jesse Cannon, 3rd Grade, Canon Exploratory 
     School
    3rd Place: Cayman Wallace, 4th Grade, McClelland School

Grades 6-8
    1st Place: Acelin Lucero, 8th Grade, Swink School
    2nd Place: Allison Sefcovic, 6th Grade, Pleasant View School
    3rd Place: Aria Keilbach and Joseph “JB” Misiaszek,  
    6th Graders, St. John Neumann Catholic School

Grades 9-12
    1st place: Britt Wren, 9th grade, Swink School
    2nd Place: Zeph Pope, 11th Grade, Swink School
    3rd Place: Jadon Barela, 11th Grade, Swink School

Honorable Mentions:
     Regan Dionisio, 4th Grade, McClelland School
     Natasha Groves, No grade provided, Swink School
     Mlada Guseva, 11th Grade, Swink School
     Mackenzie Turner, 7th Grade, Swink School

Acelin LuceroDane Fox Britt Wren

      The Classroom Chieftain Cartooning contest was open to all students in grades 
3-12, who were asked to design an original cartoon that conveyed a message or 
moral, entertained or made a political statement.
      Pueblo Chieftain artist, Tim Acosta, designed the �rst Classroom Chieftain cover 25 
years ago. As a skilled cartoonist, he has enjoyed judging the cartooning contest for a 
number of years. “It is wonderful to see the students express themselves through art,” 
said Tim.  “I enjoy working on the Classroom Chieftain each year, and congratulate all 
the entrants.”  

1st Place: 
Dane Fox
Grade 5, Canon 
Exploratory School
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1st Place: 
Acelin Lucero
Grade 8, Swink 
School
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2nd Place: 
Allison 
Sefcovic, 
Grade 6, 
Pleasant 
View School

1st Place: Britt Wren, 9th Grade, Swink School
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3rd Place: 
Aria Keilbach 
and Joseph “JB” 
Misiaszek,  6th 
Graders, St. John 
Neumann  
Catholic School

2nd Place: 
Jesse Cannon
Grade 3, Canon 
Exploratory School

3rd Place: 
Cayman Wallace
Grade 4, McClelland
School
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2nd Place: 
Zeph Pope, 11th Grade, Swink School

3rd Place: Jaden Barela, 9th Grade, Swink School
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Our sixth publication’s cover 
was the �rst designed by a 
student .

Our �rst publication, in 1989.

Celebrating our 10th year.
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Taking Classroom Chieftain 
into the new century.

This issue focused on the tragic events of 
Sept. 11.

Student Carly McCormack is the only 
student to have her cover artwork 
selected two years in a row.
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