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The holiday season has arrived, and millions of people across the globe will be celebrating 

Christmas with their families and friends. Christmas is a time of celebration, reflection on 

spirituality and kinship. As the festivities draw near, we urge you to think past the gifts and sweet 

treats to remember why you celebrate this sacred day. Now is the time for family and community 

to come together in peace to celebrate the birth of our savior Jesus Christ. Tangible things like 

trees and gifts may come and go, but the sweet joy and memories that we create with one 

another will last a lifetime. 

                                                                          From our family to yours, Merry Christmas.

                                                                                        

Season’s Greetings

NeNeN ed help p breeaking ttheh  ice with hhh the innnn-l-l-l- awawa s thhhisisisis h h ololiday season? Sharee some ofo  

these innnnteerreststststinininingg gg ChCChChhririririststtsts mam s tidbbititits to getettetet t thehe connnnveveversrsata ion sttttatataateded.

• EaEEE chch y y yyeaeaeaar,r,r,r  m m mmororororo ee ee ththththanananan t thrhree billionooo  Chrhrhrhrhrisiisisistmtmmmasasasas cccarararrddsdd  aarere s senenenenent t t inininn tt ttthehehehh  U UUUnited  

Stataa eseses a aaloloonenene.

• In 333500 AAD,D, P PPopoppe ee e JuJuJuJulilililiusuuu  I, bishopppp of Rommmme, pppprococlalalaaimimimmeeede  DDDDDeceeee emememe bebeer 2525 t theh

ooffifficial cele ebebraratitiiionono  d ddatate e for r r r ththththe birth ofofofof Jesuusususus  C CChrhrrisisist.t.t. MMMManana yy hhih storriaianns and

theooloogianns s hahave ssururrrmmmim sed thatttt Chrrrrriiisisi t rerereerealallyy wwassn’nn t t boboboornrnrn ttthhis timemm  of yey ar, 

thannkss to imagagerery y anannd d ddd ininformattioioioioion frromomommom tttheheee B Bibibleee...

• Christtmaamas s cacaroorolsls b bbbegeggganannnan aaa as s anan EE E EEngggliliishshhsh c c c c cususususu totttom cacaalled “wassailing.” Inddivididualss 

totoasastetedd neneneneigighbhbbbororors s tototto a  llooono g annnnd d d hehheh alaalaaltht y y lifef .

• Despspspititite e ee ththe e cococommmmmmononon ttttalalle eeee tht atatttt tthrhreee  wise mem n n ppaid homage to baba y Jesusus,s,

ththe e BiBiBiblblble e neneveveveer r spspecececece iiiifififificcacac lllly y cacc lls ouuuuut ttt t a numbberr. Similarly, therere’s no spececiifific c 

indiicacatitit onon t tthahh t t t ththththt eyee  vvisitededeee  thehe innfnfaana t Jesus. Theirr visit may hhavave e ococcuurreded

whenn JJesesusus w wwasass o ooooldddereeere ..

• Santa ClClauaus’s’ m mmododderere nn llook wwasas inspireed d by wriitit ngn s ffrom Thehe KKninickerbobockckerers s 

of New Yoro k annd d imimagagery y frfrom Clemeentt Clarke MoMoore’s “A VVisisitt f frorom m StSt. . NiNichch-

olas.” Moore ddenieied authhooring the faamoous poeem fof r 15 yearss a ftfterer iit wawas s

published anonymmououslsly,y, f feeling the ppooem waw s beeneatath h his taleents.

• Santa has his own n oofficialal p posostatall cocodede. ItIt’s’s H 0 H0 H0.0

• The song “Jingle BBeells” wawas s originalallyly  wriitttenen for TThahanknksgsgivivini g ana d nonot 

Christmas. Peoplee loved it so much thahat t thhe lyyriiccs were chhana geged d toto  fifitt Chriristst-

mas.

• Christmas trees s tytypip callly grgrowow f for 115 years s bbefoforere they’y re ccutut andnd ssolold.d. T This

means the treeees s soold today were e likekely plantnteded iin n 19199999.

• Christmas waw s s nnot t dedeclclararedd aan n officialal holiddayay iin the United Statees ununtit l JuJunene 

26, 1870.

• Before turkekey,y, tthehe traditional Chrisistmt as meal seservedd in England was a pig’s 

head and mmususu tard.

• Male reindeeer teteendn  to shed their antlelersrs iin n the winter. This means Santa’s

reindeer are likely female.

• Christ may have been b born in aa cave e rrather than a manger. According to the 

gospel of LuLukeke, the shshepherds that hhelelpeped find shelter for Mary to give birth 

kept ttheir flflocck in a cavve. The Chuurcrch h ofof t thehe Nativity in Bethlehem is built 

ovvere  a ccava e cacalllleded the Groottttoo ofof tthehe N Natativivitity,y, w wheh re Jesus is believed to have 

bebeene  bborn.

•• MaManyy p peoeoplple e mamay y bebe l lesesss ininclclinineded tto o ststanand unndeder mistletooe waiting for a 

kikissss i iff ththeyey k knenew w whwhaat “misttletoe” mmeaeansns i in n ththe ancient Geermrmanic language. 

ItIt lititereralallyly m meaeansns “dung on a a twig,”,  fforor t thehe bbird who eae tsts thehe b bere ries and 

thhenen lleaaveves s seseede s in droroppppiningsgs ttoo prpropopagagatate e nenew w plplanantsts..

• Each holidayy sseaeasos n, PPNCNC W Weaealth Manageemementnt c calalcuculalatetes s ththe e cocoststs s ofof t theh  

gifts in the sono g,g  “Thhe e 1212 DDayays s ofof Christmas.”” T Thehe p priricece i indndexex f foror t thehe g gififtsts 

went from $12,673 in 1198984 4 toto m mororee ththanan $ $2424,0,00000 i inn 20201111. . ThThe e momostst eexpxpenen--

sive gift is the swimmmining g swswanans.s.
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Thhe e e e tittimememm  b betetweweweweenen T Thahanknksgsgiviiving g annnanndddd NeNeNeNeNN w w ww YeYeYeY arara ’s’  Dayy marks onene of the bubusiesst t

pepepepepeririririr oododo s off tthe year fofor lolololong-ddisistatancncee trtrtrtrtravavavavavelel. .. ThThhe eee UUnUnititededd S Statees s DeDeD paartrtmem nt of 

TrTrTrTrT anana spspspsporororo tatataat tititionononnn ss ayayyys sss that commmme ThThananksksgigivivvv nggg, thththt e e e nunumbm er of long-distance trt ipps

(5550+0+ mmiles awaay))) incncnccrereases by 54 p ppperrcecentntntnt, , and araarououndnd Christmas that nuumbm er ris-

es by 23222  ppereree ceceeentntnn  ooooveveveverrr r ththhht e e remaindeeeer ofo  tttthehehehe year. TTThohohossese traveleersrsss u ltimmatatelely neneed 

a place e tototo r esesese t t t t ththththeieieie r r r r hehheadads,s,s,s, and mmmmaaaany ststststayayayyay ww w witith h famimimim lylyyy annd fririennnndsdsdd ...

EnEEE teertrttrtaiaia ninininingngngng d d dddururururininining g g g tththt e e holiday seseses asaaa oonnnon i iinvnvnvnvololollveveveves s ss acacaccocooununtitiingngnggng f f forororrr g ggggueueeueueststs’ comom-

fofortr , and dd tththhatat o ooftftftftenenenen m m mmeaeansns hhh hoststtt  mususuu t puuutt t t ththththeieirrr viviv sisisitotot rsrsss’ ’ nenn eds ss ovoverer t theheiri  own. All-

thhoughggg  ssomome e sasacrcrc iiifififificecececes sss neeed to bebbb  made,e,e,e, theheeere iiiis s s s a aa wawawaay y yy tototooo fififindndnd a h happpypy c commprprp oo-

mises  that can n heheh lplppp t t thehe h hololo ididayyyys sss go smomomootototothhhlh y annnnnndd d dd hahahappppililily.y.yy  CC Cononnssis der ththeese ways tto o

help gueuests fefeeelee  wwelcoomemememe whether theey yyy stayayayaay ff fororo  a a fewwwww hhhhoououursrsr o or a few ww days.

1.1  Catere  tto o sppeciifific c did etettarary y y y y nen eds. OOOOnennnnn  ooff f thththhthe eee wways to trtrtrtrt eat guguuestssts kindly is by 

beb ing awawarraree ofof a aanynynyny ss spepepepecicicc alllalal dd d dieieietaatataryryryryry nnnneeeeeedsdsdsds ttt tthehey y maayy y have when it comess to pre-

papapariingng h hholololidididdayayaya  m mmmeaeaealsls  oor r ototo hhheh r fooododdds s s s dududurirrringn  theh ir visits. Some guesests may reqequiuirer  

looow-w soodididiumumuu d dieieettsts, ,, whwhwhilille e ee otoo hehehehehersrs m mmmmay bbbe e monitooringg their blood-sugarr levels anand d 

mumustst dd dinnee e accoc rdrdddininglgllly.y.yy  V VV VVegegee etararariaanss aandndndndnd vegans liimmit the foods ththeyey eeatt, , whwhilile e

othersrs m mmayay aavovov iddd ff ffooooooo dsss basseddee  on n reereliligious prprefeferencec s. Offer aa v vararieietyty o off foodods s 

and try too ccatatererer t to o guguguesesestststs’ neneneeds as much h aas ppoossiiblble. W When in ddououbtbt, consnsullt 

with the ggueuestst s so o hehehe o or r shs e feelels welcomme e and d dooese  noot go o huungngryry.

2. Make sleepingg s spapaceces s asa  ppririvate as posss ibble. Noot t everyone hasas aa s sepepararatate e 

gug est rooomom foro  overnigightht s statayys, buut t trtry y toto m makakee slsleeeepipingng a arereass a ass prp ivivattee asa  yyouou 

caan n when visisititors spend d the e nighght.t. U Usese ppririvavacyy s scrreensns oor r seset gugueseststs uup p inin aa f famam-

ily roomm tthahat’s awa ay from the cecentnterer of f actitivivity. Hoosts maay wawant t to o gig veve u up p ththeiirr 

owown rorooms for r thhee comfmforrt t ofof g gueuests s..

3. Offffere  storage spapacee. OnO e waway y to make guesests feel l comfortatablble e isis tto o gigiveve ttheh m

ththeieir owwn n ststoro agge e spacace.e.  Thiiss ccan include space in a closet,t  aa cououplple e ofof d drarawewersrs 

to sstotow w theieir r belolongginingsgs, oror h hanangegersr  in the enntryway for ccoats aandnd o oththere  wwininteterr 

attire. Not t only willl l ththisis keeep p ththiningsgs mmorore e organized, it caan n prrovovidide e gueseststs w witith h

comfort.t.

4. Include gguuests whwhene  preepaparing forr e entn erertataini ing.g  Many guestss l likike e toto f feee l inn-

volved, and byb  includingng t theh m inn meal prreppararatation, decorating oor shohoppppining,g, y you 

cac n help them m feell incncluludeded d anand d apapprpreciaiateted.d.

5.5. K Keep snacks aandnd o oththerer c crereataturure e cocomfmforortsts r reaeaddily accessible. Gueuests may feele  

shheeeepipishh scavengngining thhrorougugh h cacabibinen tsts o or r drd awers looking for r ittemems. Make thinngsgs 

easy ttoo fifindnd bby y leeaving itemms s ouout t ono  couuntntere s oro  indicata ing where e iti emms s cacan n bebe 

fof unund. FFor exampmple, if youu k knonoww a a guesest t enenjoys an evvenning cup of tea and ssomome e

cocookokieies, leave out tthehe c cooookikieses, , tetea a babagsgs aandn  kettle so that he or she can indulge 

whwhenen the urgrge comem s.

Guestss are a lara ge pparartt off t theh  hollidayay s seae son. Help them feel comfortable 

whenever theey y vivisit yourr h homome.e.
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Paaaarties s arare anan i intn egral part of the holiday season, when friends aandnd ffamamily gath-

erereeer tto o ceelelebrbrate anand d give thanks. For holiday hosts, parties are a a grg eaat t opoppoporr-

tutut ninityty t to o mamakee t thehe sseae son even more festive with an event ththat gguests wowonn’t 

sosoonon f foro get.. TThehe f folloowiw ng are just a few themes to make yyouour r hoholiday y papartrty y as 

mememom rable as it t is mmererryy.

ChChriiststmam s sweater paparty: Christs mam s sweater parties have grownwn i in n popopup laarirityty 

ovvere  tthe llasa t decade, whhenen revevellers s hahave tried to outdo one ananototheher wiwithth t thehe 

most outrageous holidaday-y-ththememeded s sweweater. Give prizees s for the momostst o oututlalandndisish h 

sweater and let gueseststs k knonow eaearlrly y onon sso they can bbegin theirr hhununt t foforr a hoholilidadayy 

sweater that’s’s sso o uguglyly or outrageoousus y youou can’t help buutt lolovve it.t.

Christmas cocoststumumme party: Costs umume e papaartties aren’tt j jusust t fofor HaHallllowoweeeen.n. T Thihis s hoholl--

iday seaeasosososonnn, ccononsisideder makinggg yyyouoour r hoholilidadadd y bashh aa c cososstutumem  parrtyty, encocoururagagining g 

ggueseststs tto o drdresess s upupuu  aas s thhthhhheieir r fafavovoooooriritetee c chahahaarararaactctcttererere s s frfromom hhoolididaya  tales like “Froststyy ththe 

SnS owowwmamaan,n,” ” “A“A C CCChrhrhh isistmtmasas CCararaa olol” ” oror aanynynyny o o oof ffff ththhheee e hohhosts  of beloved hollidaday y legends.

CaCaCaCaC riribbbbbbbeaeaeaean nnn ChChChhhririrrr ststmammm s: The wwwweaaththerer c comome thhhthe ee e hohoh liidadday y season may be the ono e e

thhhiningg too put a ddama pepepp r on the fesssstittt vititieses.. ToTTT  commmbabatt blb ue feelings from ppotenn-

titially incn lemememementntntnt weaeeae thhthththerererr, , consider aaaa CCarribibbbbebbb an theheheh memee f or your r hohhhh liday y ppartrty y thiss 

seseason. Rather than wearinng swswweaeaateteersrsrss a andndnd l lonong g pap nts, wweaeaarrr r

beb ach h atattitirer  and give the party y a a totoucuch h ofoff t ttthehe C Cararibbbe-

aan. . OuOutfifit t yoyouru  h homo e in bbeaachch d dececoror aandnd ssererveve f fooood d

anandd drdrininksk  rrememininisiscecentn  of f ththe e CaCariribbbbeaean n ini ststeaead d 

ofof m more tradititioionanall holiday y fafarere l liki e eggnnogog a ndn   

gigingngerbrb ead cookkieies.

FiFilmlm fese tival: Holididay movieess araree ananotothherr t traradidi-

itionon oof f the seasonn, soso w whyhy n notot invn ite frieiendds anandd 

fafamimilyly oveer foor r a a hoholilidaday y fifilml  marathohon? Incluudede 

clc asa sisicsc  likke “I“It’t’s a WoW nderfuull Life” ” anand “AA 

ChChririststmam s StS orory” and encn ouurar gge guests too 

suubmbmitit their ownwn f favavororitites for cconsis ded r--

atation.n.

ChChririststmamass kakararaokoke: For those whw o 

llove tto o bebeltlt o outut ttheheirr f faavoritte holiday 

tunes, connsiideder r ththrowwingng a a C Christ-

mas karaokokee papartrty ththatat aallllowows 

guests to o pperfrforormm ththeeir owown 

rer nddititioonsns o of f ththeieir r fafavovoriritete 

ChChririststmamass caarorolss. Puurcrchahasese 

a a home kara aoke set aandnd 

assk k guests iin n ada vance ofo  

the partrty y ifif theere aree anyy 

pap rticicular sonongsgs ttheh y’y’d d likeke 

to pere form.
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Did you know?
According to the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 91 

percent of long-distance holiday travel is by personal 

vehicle. And while many people may associate holiday 

travel with long lines at airport check-in counters and 

security checkpoints, the BTS notes that just 5 to 6 per-

cent of holiday trips are taken by air. The remaining 2 to 

3 percent are taken by bus, train, ship, or another mode 

of transportation. The average long-distance holiday trip 

for the Christmas/New Year’s holiday is 275 miles, which 

is slightly longer than the average long-distance trip 

during the rest of the year, indicating that many trav-

elers are willing to travel farther for the holiday season 

than they might be during the rest of the year. In addi-

tion, when traveling long distances for the Christmas/

New Year’s holiday, travelers spend roughly four nights 

away from home on average.

WhWhile e it might be sysynon nymoousus w witithh 

Saantnta a ClC aus ana d ccoldld w weaeaththere , thhe 

NNortrthh Polel  is s acactutualallyly m mucuch warmmerer 

ththanan t theh  SSouthth Pole. That’s beb caususe 

ththee NoNorth PoP lee sits at aa l owwere  eeleva-

tiionon tthahan the Sooututhh PoPolele, anand iit is 

loocateted d inin the middle ofof a ann 

ococeaean.n. T Thehe SSouutht  Pole, 

onon t thehe o oththerer h hanand,d, 

is locateded o on n 

the conti-

nent of 

Antarc-

titicaa, , 

whicich h

is cov-

ereed 

in icee. 

BuB t 

SaS ntnta a

fafansns 

muulll ing 

a trt ip to

the Nortthh 

Pole to visiit t

jolly old St. 

NiN ck might wannt t 

toto t hinknk otherwiw sese,, asas 

tetempmperrata urese  aat t tthe Nortrthh 

Pole are lese s s tht aan welcomimingng. . SuSum-

memertrtimime temppererata ures att ththe e NoNorth h 

PoPolele, , fofor example, hhovverer r rigightht a at t thhe e 

frfreeeeziz ng poiointn . In addition, becausee 

of the way Earth rotatatees, ththee NoN rtth 

Pole experiencn eses just onne e susunrnrisise

anand d ono e sunset each year. However, 

bebecacaususe the sun is always above the 

horirizozon in the summer and below 

thhe horizon in the winter, the North 

PoPole actually y exexpeperirienencec s 24 hours of 

sunlnligight in n susummmmere  aandn  zero hours of 

sunln igightht i in n tthe e wiwintnter. While chil-

drdrenen i inn NoNortrth h AmA erica

knknowow t thehe N North Pole 

ass h homome tot  Santa 

ClC auus,s, tthahat’s 

a a reelalatit vevely 

rereceentnt 

adaddiditionon 

toto tthehe 

lelegegendnd 

ofof S Sanntata 

ClClauaus, 

a a ststoro y

ththatat 

sosomme 

hihisstoro i-

anans s susugg--

gegesst traaceces s

itits s ororigigininss all 

ththe e wawayy babackc  to 

the ththirrd centuryy. 

Histtoro iaansns credit famemed d 

19th centuryry ccara iccata urist anand d

ede ittorial cacartr oonist Thoomamas s NaNastst w witth h 

bbeing the e first to link Santa Clauus s 

and his workshop to the North Pole. 

However, many Nordic countries 

continue to say Santa Claus lives in 

tht eir territories.

ttt

ththththhhhhthththhthhhhhthhhhthttttththttththttthhhhhhhheeeee

Fashionably early.

322 W 4th St, Pueblo, CO 81003 (719) 542-5370
Spangler’s Carpets & Draperies

Order your shades now and be ready for holiday gatherings.
Beautiful Hunter Douglas window fashions are essential to an inviting home décor. What’s more, 
savings are available right now on a wide range of styles. So, shop today, order early and have 
your window fashions professionally installed. All in time for your guest to arrive.



The Pueblo Chieftain  |  November 24, 2016  |  Christmas Opener



The Pueblo Chieftain  |  November 24, 2016  |  Christmas Opener

HoHolililil daday Lighting Extravaganza

NoNoveemmber 25th, 2016, 5pm

HHolidaysy  officicially arrive in Pueblo with the  Holiday lighting extraravavagaganza.a. O On 

NoNoNoNoovembmberer 2 255, 2 2010 6 starting at 5:00 pm, come down to the Welccoome Ceenter for 

hohohhhot t chchococololatate,e, b boaoat t riides and SANTA!!! Fireworks will light up thehe skyky a arorounund d 

7:7:7 3030 p pm.m.

SmSmalall l BuB siness Satturu dad y y HoH liday Expo

NoNovevembm erer 26th, 201016,6  10am

JoJoini  uus att the American LeLeggionon Post 2 2 @ @ 709 W. 9th, PuP eblo to o geget t a sttarrt t onon yoyouur 

holiday shopping, suppporort t lolocacal l smsmalll l bub siness ownerrs,s  and supppoportrt thehe w worork k 

that the Ameericaan Legigionon ddoeo s s fofor r ouour r vev terans. Entet r to win oourur ggraandnd pririzeze 

basket, witht  hhundrd ededs s of dolollars iin n gigiftfts frfrom our vendoorsrs. 

ElectriCrittererss HoHoolill day LiLL ght ExExtrrrravavaaa agagana za

Novembbmbmbeerere 2 2223r3rrrrd,d,dd  225-5-2727ththhhhh,, , 20202020161616

DDeceemmbberer 22-44ththhh, , 9-9-1111thth, , 1616-2-222224t4t44 hh,h, 2 2201001016,6,6,6, 5 555::3:3: 0p0p0pmm

ThThhThThrorororor ugugu hohoutut thhe hhololididayyyy s   eaasoson,n, E ElelectctttriririririCrCrCCC itittetet rsrss a aaatt tt thhee PuPuebloo Zoooo gglolowsw  with 

momomomom reeree tt thahahah n n n nn 25250,0,00,0,00000 000 dancing liliilightsts aandnd h hunndrdrddrdrededede s s s offof f ffeese tive installations makakiing g

fofor r a a peerfect hooliiiidadadaday y yy outing for locooo all a andnddd vvisi ittininininnggg gg fafamimmm lyly and friends. Santn a wiill bbe 

ono  hannnnd DeDeeDececeeemmbmm ere  1116,6,66  11117 & 23rd. 

Guestss e eeeenjnjjoyoyoyoy h h hhololololididididayayayayy mm m muusic and wwwwara mimimimingnggngng uup p wiw thhhh a a c cccupp of hoh t ttt chchchococcololate at thhe 

Caandn y y CaCaCaCanneee C CC Cafafafafé,é,é,é, w w wwhihihihilelelele w watatatattching tht e eee pepeeeengngngngn uuiuu nsnsnsns sswiwiwiimm mm anannd d plplplplplayayayaya ..

FoF r moorerer  i iinfnffn ororrrmamamamatitititionononon p pleleasassse eee call (7171119)9  55556166161-1-1454 2 22 exext.t.. 1 11161616

Pararade of LLighghtststs

November 226t6t6t6 h,h, 2201016,6,, 5555:30pm

FoF r 27 yeaears, Puebeblolo’ss PPPararararadade of Liggghthhhh s hahahaass ss bbebbebeeennn one oooof f thhe e lalargesee t Chriistmas 

pap radees s inn CCColoo ororradadoo.o. O O OOn n n thththththee ee SaSatutuutuurdr ayayay aaaftftftftf ereeee  TTTTThah nknkknksgss iving,g  festive, colorfful and 

cllleveve erer flflooao ttsts, ,,, scschohooooololol m mmaararchhiininng baandndndndss,s,s, ddddrrririlll  teaeams, decoraated sadddlel  club hoorsese  

and caaarrr clclclubub v vveheehehicicleeless s fefeeefeststststoooooooonen d d wwiwwiw thth lliigi hts thhrill mmany thousands of sspectatatororss 

asas t thehe ppparararadaa e e paapassssss esessss ff ffrorororom mm mmm ththe ee MeM sa JJJJunununuunction dodownw  Uniion Avenuue to Main n 

Streett t thehen n weww st ooooon nn n 6t6th Streetet endn inningg g at the Dowo ntowo n locatioon oof f sisigngnataturure e 

sponsoor PuPuebbeblololo BB Bananank kk k & & &&& TrTTT ussust.tt

For more iinfnforormamm titiionon o on n how toto get invvolo vedd in tthis yeear’s Rocckik n’n’ Arounnd d ththe e

Christmas Treee  thehememed d pap raadede, call (719)9) 55434 -7155.5.

Holiday in Lights s Paararadede

December 3rd, 201616, 5:300pmpm

The Pueblo West 15thth Annnuaual l Holiday y inin Lighth s s Paradede wwilill l bebe h held  on SSataturdaay,y, 

December 3. All are e wwelcomed to comee andn  seee t thehe floats staarrt theh iri  ttraravevel att 

5:30 p.m. from Joe MMarartiinez Boulevevard// P Palalmem r r Lakke Drive ddowown n toto C Civivicic C Cenenteter 

Drive. Side eventss a accccompapanynyiningg the e pap radee t thihis s yeyeara  incluludee a a bbonnfifirere, , cocommmmuu-

nity tree liightingg, , fireeworks and reefrf eshmh ents.  

For more inforrmamattionn o on n hohow toto gget involo ved inin tthih s year’s Holiday In n LiLighghts 

parade, pleasee ccala l l (7(71919)) 54547-7-50075

17th Annual NuNuN tct rar cker, The Ballett

December 1stt, , 2n2n2nd d & 3rd, 2016 @ 7:300pmpm

December 3rd & 4th, 2016 @@ 2pmp

Experience Pueblo’s holiidaday traditi ion, tthehe Nutcracker Ballet, performed by the 

SaSangn re de Cristoto B Bala let at thehe SSanangre de CCririststo o ArArtts Center Theater. Based oooon 

ththe e oro iginal 1816 E.E. T . A. Hoffffmamannnn s stotoryry, ThThe e NuNutcracker andd the Mouse King, 

wiwithth a bit of a twist and set too tthehe f famamouous scscoro ee by P. I. Tchaikok vsky. This holiday 

trtreaeat t fefeatures thee s stutunnnnini g g babattt lee scenee in whwhicich h Clara and the Nutcracker Prince 

mamakeke their wayy t thrhrouo ghgh aa mystical laand, and enencocounter enchanting characters 

ala onng g ththe waway.y.

HoHolilidadayy Fashhioon n Prrevevieiew & & Goourrmem t LuL ncheheon

DeDeceembmbeer 3rd, 2016, 1212pmpm

ThThe e AsAssisiststanancee L League ofo  Pueblo’o s fundraising eveent for r OpOpeeratatioon n ScSchoh ol Bell 

reretuturnrns s ththisis y yeaear r atat thehe Pueblo CoConvention Center. T This anannunualal e eveventnt w wili l feature 

a fashionn shshowow f froromm DiDilllara d’d’s s as well as a lunch prepap red byby tthehe PPueueblblo o CoC nven-

tion Centeerr chchefefs.s. G Gueuestst e emmcee tthih s year will be Craigi  EEliliotot. . FoFor r momore infnforo mam tion 

or to makeke r reseserervavatitionons s toto attend, please call (71719)9  221414-9-958586.6

PuPuebebloo BBiki ers s UnU ititeded a annnnuau l ToToyy RuR n

DeD cecembmber 33rdr , 20166, , 111amam

Thhe Toy Run wiw ll leave from m Soutu h h HiHighgh S Schchoool atat 111a1am.m. T Thih s evevenntsts helelpsps rraiaisese 

funds annd d pprovvide tooys to PuP ebblolo a arerea a childrdren thahat arre e inin nneee d.d. F Foror mmorore e ininfoorr--

mam tiono  on the e evevenent, ppleassee coconntaca t J.T. Trujillo at (71719) 5433-1-136360.0.

PuPuebeblo SSymymphhonony OrOrchchesstrtra’a s Joy to thee W World

Deececembmberr 4 4th, 2::3030pmpm

Join the PPueu blo Syympmphoh nyy O Orcrcheheststraa f foror J oy to the Worlrld,d  wwitith h PoPoperaazzzzi.i. T Thihis s 

festive coconcncert ata  HHoao g g ReRecicitatal Hallll at CSCSU-U-Puebloo will includudee jojoyfyfulul m mususicic f foror 

the holidaysys. For moore infformmation ppleleasasee cacall (7119) 545-7967.

AiA r Force Acada emmy y BaBandnd’s’s H Holo lyly && I Ivyvy C Cononcecert

DeDecember 8thh, 20201616, , 7p7pmm

ThThisis a annnuau l hoh liidaday favoriritete i is s susuree to dedeliligght! Held again thiss yeaear atat the Sououthth-

west MMototoro s s EvE eents Centeer r atat t thehe Colo ororadado o Stata e Fairgrg ounds, this Chhieieftftaiain n 

prpresesenentet d conccerert is trulyy aa P Pueueblblo trtradadititioion. For moro e e information please ccalall l

(7(71919) ) 4404-2780.

Ice Skate with Santa at thhe e PuP ebbloo I Icece Arena

DeD cember 10t0 h,h  2016, 112p2pmm

Enjoy y a a jjolly titime wwitithh SaSannta himself.f  H Haave a cookie and cocoa, then skate with 

SaSanta and telll h himim whahat t you want for CChrhrisistmas! For more information please 

call (719) 5533-2-273730.

SaS ntnta ClC auaus iss CComoming to thehe B Bueuellll C Chihildldreren’n’s s MuM seum!

DeDeceembmber 17tth h & 1818thth, , 20201616,, 1212pmpm

JoJoinin M Mr.r. a andnd MMrsrs. CClauaus s foforr a a memerrrry y tit meme o of f cacarolingng i in the Buell l Children’s Museum

PuPuebeblolo M Mununicicipipalal Band Holiidad y Cooncncerertt

DeDececembberr 118t8th,h, 2 2016, 22pmpm

Sing along to hoholiidaday favovoriritetes s wwith Pueblo’’s prprofofesessisiononalal-l-levevelel c cononcecertrt b banand. 

Led by award -wiw nning cocondnducuctotor r MaMark Emeryy, , ththe e PuPuebeblolo M Mununicicipipalal B Banandd isis a a  

community staple, and hahas s bebeenen ppererfoformrmining g lolocacalllly y sisincnce e 19191313. PePerfrforormamancnce e wiwillll

be at the Sangre de Crrisistoto A Artrts s CeCentnterer a andnd wwilill bebe f freree e anand d opopenen t too ththt e e pupup blblicic. 
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We are so thankful for our 
wonderful customers, for those 

who voted in the election to 
help us stay in business, and 
for the entire community of 
Pueblo. We wouldn’t be here 

without YOU!

OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY
9 AM-4 PM

REGULAR HOURS MONDAY-SATURDAY 9 AM-11 PM
SUNDAY 9 AM-9 PM
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   fffoor Soft Ginger bread cookieessr
To make the dough, sstitir r totogethther 

the flour, cocoa powdeder, gini geg r, cloves, 

cinnamon, baking sododa,a  ssalalt, aandnd ppepep-

per in a mixing bobowlwl. . Seet t asasidide.e. UUssing 

a stand mixer fittteded witith h the papaddddlele 

attachment, beat thee bbututteerr onon m mede ii-

um-high speed until l crreaeamymy. . SlS owo lyly 

add the grana ulated ssugugaar andnd m mixix

on medium m spspeed untitil l ththe e mimixtxturure e 

is complettely smooothth aandnd ssofo t. SStoop p

the mixer and d scscrar pee d dowown n ththe e sis dedes

ofo  the bowwl wiwitth aa r rububbeber r spspatatulula a asas 

neededed. . AdAddd tht e egg g anand d mimix x wewellll.

      AdAdAA d d ththe e momolalasses andn  corn sysyrurup p 

anananand d d d bebebeat untntill incorporarated. Stotop p the e

mimim xexeer rrr aagagaiainn anaa d scscraaapepe ddowown tht e sides 

offff ttttheheheh  b b owowl.l  Add the flour mixturre e annd 

beattt oon n lolow w speed until a dougugh forms 

thtt at pullllslss aaawaw y fromm ttttthee siddeses off ththe 

bobowlwl a andnd a allll t thehe iingngreredid ents are well

incorporratateded. ReRemomoveve tthehe ddouo gh from 

the bowl, flflata teten n itit oon n a a lalargrge e piecece of 

plastic wrwrapap iintnto o a a rerectctananggle about 1

inch tthickck, cocovever r ththe e dodougugh h with the 

pplasastiticc wrwraap, anand d reefrfrigigereratatee overerninighght.

PrP eheat t ththe ovo en to 35350 0 FF. LLinine a baakk-kk

inng g sheet wiwithth parchmeent ppapere  oon n a a 

nonstickck llininer.

    Unnwwrap tthehe douou hgh aandn  pplalacece on n a

flourered work surfafacee.. Iff u usingng a pplaque 

wiwithth a ddesesigign, rrololl l ouutt ththe e dodougugh h

1//3-3-ininchc  thihickc , li hghtltly y dudustst t thehe t topo  

with flour,r, p press youourr cocookkieie m mololdsds 

over thee d doough, and d thenen c cutut oout ttheh  

shapes with h a smmall knk ife anandd place onon 

the preparedd baking shheeeet,t  spaciingg 

tht em about 1 incnch h apaparart.t. AAltterernanatitivevelyly, , 

ususini g thhe moldd as s a a guguidde,e, c cutut a arorounund d 

itt w witithh a a smala l knknifife, flip thehe mmololdd ovo err 

so theh  ddessigi n n is ffacing you,u, aandnd p plal cece 

ththe e dodough overer it,t, pressinng g itit i intnto thhee 

dedesisigng . Unmold thee shaappes onontoto thee 

prprepepared bakaking shheet, leaving aboutut 

1 inch between them.m

If using a ppatteerned rolollilingng p pinin, , 

lightly duusts  thehe l linineded b bakakining g shs eet with 

flour and transffer tthehe dououghh to o the 

pan. Lighthtlyy ddusust t tthe top p off t thehe d dough 

wiw thh flfloour anand d rorollll it inntoto aa rrecectatangnglel  

abbout 1//3-3-ininchch t thihickck wwitith h aa pllain pipin.n

Thenen, , ususining g ththe e papattttererneed d pipin,n  rrololll ovoverer 

ththee dodougugh h wiwithth eenonougugh h pressusurere t to o 

ensusurer  aa cclearr iimpmpreessssioionn ofof tthe ddee-

sisign. Trimm t the sideses w witith h a smsmalall knknife.e. 

Baakek  the coookies untntilil lligighthtly ggololdeden

allono g the sides bubut sttili l sosoftft t too ththee 

toucu h in the cenenterss, 77 toto 1155 mminunutetes. 

While the cookokiei s arare e babakikingng, , prpree-

pap re the glaaze. In a a s smamalll  bbowowl,l, w whihisksk 

totogeg ther the confectioionenersrs’ ssugar  and d

wawateter until smooth.

    WhWhen the cookies aarere reeady, remomove 

frfromom t the oven and let t cocool in the papan

on a wire rack for aaboboutut 10 0 minutes. 

ThThenen, whwhile e the cookkies s are e ststilill l wawarmm, 

usu ing evenn sstrokes, brush a light cocoaat 

of glaze on the top of each cookie, 

evenly covering it. Let the cookies cool 

completely. When the glaze dries, it 

shs ould leave a shiny, opaque finish.

Dough
3 3/4  cups all-purpose flour

1 tablespoon cocoa powder

4 teaspoons ground ginger

1 1/2 teaspoons cloves

2 teaspoons ground cinnamon

1/2 teaspoons baking soda

1 teaspoon salt

1 1/4 teaspoon black pepper

1 cup butter (room temperature)

4 cups granulated sugar

1 large egg

1/2 Dark Molasses

2 tablespoons light corn syrup

Glaze
1 cup confectioners’ sugar

2 tablespoons water

for ALL your
denture needs

PAINTING • TILE • FLOORING • DRYWALL •FENCES
CARPENTRY • REMODELING • INSTALLATIONS

REPAIRS • ELECTRICAL AND PLUMBING
MAINTENANCE • DECKS, CLEANING AND MORE!

Handyman Connection is all you need to complete all of
your home improvement projects. We’ll book your service

promptly, arrive on time, and guarantee our work in writing.
Discover how easy it is to get things done right the first time.

Get it done – schedule your project today!
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HoHoH liliday celebrants employ holiday lights in various ways. Certain indidivividuduaals s

maay bebe content to hang lights on their Christmas trees and call their dedecocoraratitingng 

ccompletet . OtOtheh rs may get their holiday jollies by making sure eachh sququaare e inincch 

offff theirir h homomee isis covered in twinkling lights. Still, other people prefefeer thehe m ore 

sususssubdbdueed d eeffffect t ofof l ligi hts framing one picture window of the housuse.e.ffff

ThThe e trtradaditition n ofof C Chrhristmas lights stretches back to early modedern GGermaanyy wwhen 

pepeopoplele used cacandndleles toto decoro ate Christmas trees in Christian hhomomeses. ThThosose cacan-

dldleses were harbbiningeersrs o of f whw ata  would come when electric lighhtsts repeplalaced d gagas s anand d

ototheher r opo en flame illuminan tit ng devices that were commonplacee ppririoror to ththee

2020th ccene tury.

ThThomo asas Edison, the invvenentotor r of tthee fifirst successful ppractical ligightht b bulb, aalslso o 

created the first strand oof f elelecectrtricic l ligightts s that would be usu ede  in hoolilidaday y dedecocoraratt-

ing. By 1880, Edisi on h hadad sstatandarard d inincacandn ese cent lightt bulbsb  wele l soortrtedd o out  andnd 

desired a way y toto bbetetteter advertise hihis ininvev ntn ion, so he deccididede  to o mamakeke t thehe m mosost 

of the holiday sseaeasson n and put his lillighht t bubulbs on displpllay. AcA coordrdining g toto a a 2 200003 3 

article in Amemeriricac n nn Heritaaage maggggazinininine e ttitltltlled “The WiWizazardrd of Yourur C Chrhrisistmtmasas T Treree,e,” ”

Edisonon s s strtrtrtruung ininnnncacandndesescecentntntnn  bbbbbbullulu bsbsb  alll aarororr unu d the e cocompmpououndn  of hihis s Menllo o PaParkrk, NJNJ,, 

llaboborarattooryry. EdEdisisononoo  c cononststruructctededd aaaaan eieieighhghghg t-t-tt mimimim leleele u u ndndn erergrrououndnd wiring g system iin orordeer

toto p power this granand d light dispsplalay.y. Becausee tthehe llababooratory was situated along the 

raraillrooad that passeded b etweenn MMananhahattttanan a andnd PPhihiladelphia, thoh usands of people 

wewerer  able to see theh  ddisplay.

ThThe e coc ncept of eeleectctriric c hoolilidaday y lights ttooo k k a bibitt oof time to catch on. Edison’s friend 

ana d d asa sociate Eddwaward JJohohnsn on was tasked withh s strtrininging together colored lights in

18822 aandnd p plala icinng theh m oon ann evere grgreeen tree. JoJohnson hand-wired 80 red, white and 

blb ueue l ligightt bulbbs. In 1895, Presiidedent GGrover Clevveland requuese ted the White House

fafamimilyly C Christmmasas tree bebe iillumu inaatedd b y multi-i cocolored elecectrtricic l ligightht bbulbs. 

InIn 190903,3, when Generaral l ElE ece trricic bbegan to offer pprere-asssememblbleded kkititss of holiday ffff

lilighghtsts, , ststrringnged lights were reseseerved for the wealthhy y anand d elelecectrtriccalallyly ssava vy. For

examamplple,, i inn 19190303 a a s ingle string oof f electric lights cosst $12, oor aarorounund d $3$3000 today. 

IIt wwououldld t takake e seseveverarall moree years before holiday lighghtsts b bececamamee a a nanatitiononal tradi-

tion. On CChrhrisistmtmasas E Eveve 1192923,3, P President Calvin Coolidgge begann t thehe ccoounttryy’s’s c ele-

bration of CChrhrisistmtmasas b by y lilighghtit ng ttheh  National Christmam s s TrTreeee o on n thhe e Ellipspse e loocated

south of tthehe W Whihitete H Houousese w with 3,000 electrrici  ligghhtss.

Today,y, i illllumumininatateded s strtranandsd  of lights have bebecome aa l arrgege p parart ofof hhololididayay cele ebe ra-

ttionnss anand d hah vee e evev n n bebeenen a adod pteed fforo  use durrining g vavaririouous s yeyearar-r-rououndnd eevev ntnts.s. S Sucuch h

liighghtsts c canan be a a beb autiifuful anandd fef stive e adaddiditit ono  tto o mamanyny c celelebebraratitionons.s
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Did You 
Know?

Christmas songs provide the 

soundtrack for holiday magic. 

Such songs evoke strong feelings 

in people, and various songs have 

become staples at holiday celebra-

tions. Some interesting facts and 

history surround many popular 

Christmas songs. “White Christmas,” 

for example, is the best-selling 

Christmas song of all time. However, 

“Silent Night” is the most record-

ed Christmas song in history, says 

TIME. “Santa Claus Is Coming to 

Town” is considered a jolly song, 

but songwriter James Gillespie was 

unemployed and had just lost his 

brother prior to writing the song. 

Still, he was able to look past his 

grief to pen the classic. Many are 

unaware that “Jingle Bells” originally 

was supposed to be a Thanksgiving 

song. While many beloved Christ-

mas songs have been around for 

decades, one artist managed to tap 

into the success of classic Christmas 

music. Mariah Carey’s “All I Want 

for Christmas Is You” is a popular 

modern-day Christmas song.

Roadways, railways and skikieses t tenend d 

to get busy come the holididayay sseaeasoson,n, 

when millions of people e acacrorosss t thehe 

globe travel to visit famimilyly aandn  friiends. 

Wherever travelerss  are hheae deded,d  be e it 

across the country oorr acroross thhe wworld, 

they should realize e ththatat m anany y ototheher 

people are traavelilinng aas s wew ll. ThThatat ccanan 

lead to traffic, long lilinenes s ana dd ototheher sidede 

effects associated withh l arargege c crorowdwds.s. 

But before travelers letet t thehe ideea a ofof 

challenging g trt ava el conndidititionons dedeteterr 

them, theyy can consisideder r cecertrtaain wawaysys t to o

make the proocecessss of gegettttining g frfromom p poio nt 

A A to pointt B aa b bit m morore e mamananagegeabablele.

Trravvelel b by y cacarr
ThThThThososse e trtravavelelining by automo obile e wiwillll 

hahah vevee a aaa ffewew e xtx ra stepspsp  t o o tatake to en-

susususuurererer tt theh irri t ttrrir ps go offff with miinimamall disff -

turbrbrbrbanananaanceces.sss  OOne of the more importat ntnt 

steps issss t t tooo enene sure the vehicle i iss prpropo erer-

lyly m mainttttaiaiinenenn dd prioor tottoto ddepeppppaarting. Haavee 

ththhhe cacacac r r chchchhece kekeed d bybybybyby a aaa m mmmecececeechahahaanic and d 

taakeke cccararee ofofo  a aanyny sererviviv cece a apppppp oiointntmem nts,s  

suucchhcc a aas s s oioioio l l chchchchanannnngegggg s orrrr tttirire e rorotatatit ons.s.s

MMMMapp p ouououuo t t thhthe ee rororooututuutu ee innin advanancce and 

havev  an nnnn alternatataativivive eee pplp an if the rooute 

chchchchchosososeneeenen pprooovevevvv s tototooo bbbe too conggested. 

OnOnnOne iddddeaeaa is to choose a scenicc dririve 

thhatt may be a a little longeg r but haas

lesss traffiffic. In addition, account foorr 

rest sstoops or pop ints of inteerrest thahat t 

can break k up the tripp. AApppps s susuchch aass 

GGasBsBuddydy c can help drdrivivererss fifindd t thehe 

chcheeapeest gass or the cleaeannest batathh--

ror oms alalonongg their rooututeses. . 

BBring along g plenty of f snaccksks s o o yoyouu 

cac n eaeat hehealalththy y anand d ararenen’t’t fforced to 

rer lyly o onn fofooods s yoyou ototheherwrwisisee woululd d 

non t eat.t  TThih s isi  particuulalarlrlyy hehelpful wiwithth 

keeepe ing kidsds s satiated. PPlan fofor a a fefew w 

treats aalolongng thee wayy so that eveveryryonone e

trtravelelini g has ana  eennd ggoao l, ssucuch h aas aan

ice crcreae m or a souuvvenin r.r.

TrTravavelelining g by pplalanene
One of thee key thingngs s aiairr trtravavelelerers s caan n 

doo to mamakeke holidayy t traravevelilingng e easa ier r is 

to avoid peaeak travel ddatess. WhWheneverer  

possible, avoio d travveling g ththee day rir ghht 

beb fore the hholiday, whhicich h tetends bee the 

bub siest and mostst e expxpenensisiveve. ReRemememm-

beber, wweeeekendds s tendnd t to bebe m morore e haharrrrieied d 

anand d exexpepensive asas well, parrtiticuculalarlr y 

when the hololididayays fall in clclosose e prproxo immi-

tyty t to o a a weekend. 

WeWeatatheh r is a gamblle in mmany y reregions s

ofof t thhe wworo ldd dduring g thhe e holiidad y seasonon. 

Develop a contingencn y pllanan j jusu t inn 

cac se foul weweata her delayss o or r cacancncelels s 

fligights. It’t’s s mumuchch l lesess s ststreressssfuf l l to pputut 

planan B B i intnto o momotitionon t thahan n itit ccanan b be e

too r rusush h ararououndnd ttryryinng g tto mmakkee nenew,w, 

lalastt-m-mininutte e plplanans.s

AlAlways shop arouundn  fforor tthehe bbesest t raatetess, 

buut t also thehe best atmomosps hehere. ItIt m may 

bee wiser tto fly out t off a a smamallllere  aairirpport 

where crowds wwill bebe tthihinnnnerer a andnd d dee-

laysys less frequeuent, orr y youou m mayay p prerefer a a

larger airport tthah t’t’s s clclososer to o hohomee a andnd 

ooffers mom re amem ninititieses. 

AnA ottheh r way to avoidid d delelayays s isis t to 

papackck m inimally. Ship ggififtss a andnd e eveven n

trtravaveel essentials aheadd toto your desttii-

nanatitioon, and only bringng ccarrry-on baagss 

aboard the plane. ThT iss hele pss travevelelersrs 

sasail tthroughh security checcksks aandnd aavovoidid 

tthe crowdsd  at the luggage carousselels.s

Holiday travel requires planning, 

patience and having alternative plans 

in place so that everyone can make it 

hhome for the holidays.
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    RoRoRooassted d turkey is the centerpiece of 

mam nyny h oliday feasts. That glistening, 

ggolden sskikinn aand moist meat beneath 

is tttthe ppererfefectct c como panion to potatoes, 

stststststririr ngng bbeaeanns andnd a anyn  number of side 

didid shsheses. . 

    MaManyny holiddayy chefss h have received 

cocompmpliliments on thehe aappp earar nce of 

a a frfreseshlh y y prprepared tururkekey y sitting on 

tht e e hoholilidaay serving plattter.r. B ut thoosee 

same chefs may not knonow w hohow w toto  

properly carvev  uup theieir r mamaststererpipiececeses 

after the grannd d prprese enenttationn has b beeeen n 

made.

1.  Placcee e thththt ee e tuturkrkkkeyey o on a a lalaaargrgrrr e,e, ssstuut rdddddy y 

ccuttt iningg boboarard.d. D DDDo o o nonot t cuc t t ththee tututututut rkkkeyeyey ii in nnn

ththhe e papapapann yoyou u usu eded tto o cookok it.ttt  RRememovove e 

thththththe e ee stststtriririr ngngngng t ttthahatt mamay yyy be tying tttthe legegs s

totogegether. Turn  thehehe b bbboao rd so that tthe 

bab ck oooof the eee tutuurkrkrkrkey iis faaffafacicicicing you.

2.  Choose a sharp knife to cacarvrvee ththe e 

turkey. A long, narrow kniifefe m mayay wwororkk 

best. Serrated knives mamay y tetear tthehe 

turkey meat, so it mayy b be bebetter to use e

a flat knife. Some peooplp e prpreferr t thee 

ease of an electric knknife.. T This iis enntirely 

your choice.

3.  Cut througgh the e skkinn o on a a leleg g 

and gently bend the e leeg g asa  yyouou s slilicce 

through to expose ththe e jojoinint.t. C Cutut 

through and removee t thehe e ntirre e leleg.g  

Then separata e e the drrumumststicick frfromom t thehe 

thigh. Repeat t ono  theh  ooththerer s sidide.e.

4.  Cut thhe ee thhigighh memeatat p pararalallelel l toto t thehe 

thigh boonene aandnd plaacece o on n yoyourur s serervivingng 

platteer.r.

5.5.5.5.   ToToo sslilice t thehe bbreast mem at, insesertrt yyouur 

knknk ififfe e ee inini  tthehe ccene ter off t thee b brer ast bone 

anannnd d d d cucucut dododowwnw  untiil you reachh thee ribs. 

ThThenennenn s sliliceceee theh  breast meat in tot waardr  

yoyy ur iiiinininiititiialalal c cut so you are cutttttiningg 

acacrorossss t thehe g grarainin o of f thhee meat, thiss will 

keep thehe m meaeat t tetendnderr. AnAnototheh r idea 

is to removeve o onene s siddee ofof t thehe breasast

and slice acacrorossss iit t toto p proroduduce smaller 

pieces fforor s serervivingng..

6.6   FiFindnd t thhe wwisish h bonee a andnd p placee i itt onn 

ththe side to o dry. Childreenn ttypipically y lilikeke  

too break thehe w wish bonee.

7.7   Findn  tthe joiintnt oof f thhe e wingngss anand

remoovev  them in aa s imilara  ffasashihion aas s

you did ffor thee lelegsgs. . ThTheyey aarere small 

enough tthahat ththeyey s shohoululd d noot t rerequire 

extra slicing g anand d cacan n bebe pplaced d whole 

on thehe s serrviv ngng p plalatter.

8..   Drizzlzle e ththe e slslicicede  mmeaeat t wiwitht  anyny 

reseservrveded c cooookikingng j juiuiceces s toto k keeeep p ththe e 

turkrkeyey mmoioistst a andnd flflavavoorful.l

SiSincce e tuturkrkeyey iis s uusuaallllyy ththee stara  oof f mam nyny 

hoholiiday memeala s,s  iitt papayss t to o knknowow t thehe 

coorrect waay y to cararveve tururkey y

foor r celebrbrations.
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Food plays a big rolo e e cocomeme tthehe 

holiday season, when f frrienendsds aandnd 

family tend to gatheer r ararouo ndnd t the 

dinner table to sharare goodo  meals 

and catch up on ththe e yeyearar’ss hhapap-

penings. But wwhihile foood plplayys s an 

integral role atat h hololididaya  gatatheheriringngs,, 

food also mam kees a a grgreae t t gigiftft f foror thahat t 

friend or family mmemembeber onn y youour

holiday list whoo llovveses t to o sasavovor a a

good meal no matatteter r the titimeme o f 

year.

Thanks iin n partr  tto o cecelelebrbritity y chchefefs s

and teelevivisisionon shohowsws tthahat t teteacach h

viewere s hohoww toto m makake e gogoururmemett 

meealals s atatt hhomo e, it’t’ss non w w eaeasisierer 

ththanan e eevever r bebefore ffor food loloveversrs 

tototo eexpand their culilinary hororizizons.s  

GiGiGiiftftff inng susuuuch ffooood dd faf nanatiticss ccan bbe

fufufufun n anand d may even inspire a lovove ofof 

uniqiqqueue cuisine in holiday shs opperss,

espeeecicic alala lyl  thosee w wwwwhoho cononsisidederr tht e

fofolllowing gift iidedeaas.

•• CoCooko ing kit: Ingngreredients aandnd ototheher 

essses ntial elemenentsts of goodod mealls 

were once e takeken fofor r grgrananteted.d  But 

momorere andnd m moore e fofoododieies s are non w w 

crcreeatingn  thheir own foods ffrorom

scscraratch. Baccon fans mamay faf ll in

lolove with a kiitt ththatat h hele psps theem 

cuurere a and smoke theirir o ownwn bba-

cocon,n, w whihile tthohose who love frese h, 

hohomememamadede b brereadad mmay appreciate 

a breaead-d-mamakikingng k kitit t thahat t inincludes 

flour, a p panan, , sosomeme r rececipipese , and d

other r ititemems s nenececesssarary y toto makke the

perffecectt hoomememamadede lloaoaf of bread.

CoCookokinng kik t opo tiionons s araree vav st, sso 

fifindnd aa food d yoy ur lovoveded o onene can’t g go o

withouo t and puurcr hase thehe apppproro-

priate kkitit.

• GaG rddening toolols:s  WWhiilel  thehe hholo idday 

seeasa on mmight not sseem m likeke t thee 

idideal tit meme to bub y yoyourur f favavororiti e 

fofoododieie ssoome gagardrdeneninng g totoools,s,  

succh iteems make e ththe e peperfrfecectt gigiftft 

for yoyourur loved oonene w whoh  wwanants tto o

groww h hisis o r heh r owown frfruiuitsts aand 

vegetablb es. Loocaalll y growown pro-

duce has become inncrcreaeasingly 

popular amonong g fofoododieies fofocucusesedd 

on eco-conscs ioousus c cooookikingng p praracc--

titicces,s, a ndd it dodoese  nott ggeet mmuch h 

momoree loco alal thhan home ccooooksks’ ’ owown n

bab ckkyards.

•• CuCuttlery set: Thougugh h itit’s’s e easasy y toto 

ovo erlookk, , cutlery y goes a long

way ttoward makinngg hohomeme cooksk ’ 

jobs easier.r  Theh  right ccututleeryry s ete , ,

whwhicich may incllude one or twoooo 

chchefe ’s knives, aa vegetable knife, 

a sas ntoku knife, a bread knife, 

anand d other knives home cooks will 

apapprpreciate, can make preparing 

a meal easier and more efficient

than cookikingng wwitithohout a set. High-

enend d cutltlerery y sesetsts c canan cost several 

huhundndrered d dodollllaars,s, b butut shoppers 

on mmoro e liimimiteted d bubudgdgeets can still 

find qqualityy c cututleleryry s setets s fofor less 

money.y

• Food ggettawawayay: : MaManyny ffooodid ese  llove 

too t trar veel soso t thehey can n exexpep ririenencece 

cuiisineses ppopopululaar ooveversrseaeas s orr iin n

diiffffererenent t reregigionons s ofof t thehe ccouountntryry.. 

MeMen n anand d wowomemen n wwhosose e spspououss--

ese  llovove e fofoodod c canan p plaan n a a fooodod--

tht emmedd ggetetawawayay w weeeekekendnd t to o aa 

locale tthah t sppececiaialiizezes in aa ttypype e off 

food ttheiri  signin fificacantnt ooththerss enenjoj y

or have alwaaysys w annteted d toto t tryy.. FoFor 

example, mmene  andnd wwomomenn w whoho 

love lobsterer mayy e enjnjoyo  aa t triripp toto 

Maine’s annualal L Lobobststerr F Fesestitivaval,l,  

whille e thosse who cacan’n’t t gegett enouughgh 

bab rbbecue may apprerecic atate e a a trtripip to

onone of the countryy’s’s mmorore non tatablb e 

baarbr ecue spots, suuchch a as Mem-

phphis, Kansas Citty,y  NNoorth Carolina 

or Texe as.

Foood-tthehemed gifts make the 

perfect holiday present for food 

fanatics, and shoppers have an end-

less array of options to satisfy their 

favorite foodies’ appetites.
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LaLavivissh mmealsls are a large partt ofo  

hoholilidaday y celeebraations, withth many people 

inndudulglgiing in dinnenersrs a andnd ddessses rtts 

ththrougughohout the holiday sseaeasoson.n. T his is 

aa titimeme wwhehen n maanyn  familiei s displaay y their

bebestst rrececipipeses, , anand d ththessee may includde cer-

tain desssesertrts s ththatat caan bbe e lalaboor-intensive 

to make orr somometethih ngng mmorore e fifittting g for a 

special occcacassionn.

Cheeseseccake i is s anan e exaxample of a dessert

ththatat,, dudue e toto ttheh  ttime e itit t takakeses to creaeatet  

ana d d ththe e riricchneessss of ththe e dedesssserert itseselflf, is 

non t someetht ing many ppeoeopple e eeat onn a a 

reegug lar bab sis.s. H However, wiw thh a  time-e-sasavv-

ing recipepe,, chcheeessecakek  can becomme e a a

dedesserert preparreded iin n litttlele timmee fofor r hooli-

day fefestivities. Tryy “ Cinnnnama onon C Carammel 

ChC eeeesecaakeke S Squuarares” frfromom “ “PaPampm ered 

ChChefef S Seaeasoson’n’s Beests , FaFastst, FuFun n && Fabub -

lous” by Pama pered ChChefef®® TeTestst K Kititchchenns..

Ingredients

2     8-ounce packages

       seamless crescent dough

2     8-ounce packages cream 

       cheese

1     egg

2     teaspoons vanilla extract

¾    cup sugar, divided

       flour for dusting

1     tablespoon cinnamon

½   cup caramel topping

1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Unroll one 
pap ckage off c crerescscenent t dodough into a 
shhala low babakik ngng p panan. . RoR ll out the dough 
toto eedgdgeses.

2. Heat thehe creeamam c cheheesese e inin a micro-
wave-ssafe boowlwl, , ununcocovevereed,d  on high 
for 30 to o 4040 ssececonondsds, oror u untntili  softened. 
Whisk untiil l alalmoostst s smomooto h.

3. Add thhe e eggg, vananilla andn  1⁄22 ccupup of the
sugagarr too t thehe b bowowl. Whihisksk uuntntilil ssmomooth. 
Spreadd o ovever r ththe e ccresescecentnt ddouughh.

4. LiLighghtltly y spspririnknklele t thehe flflatat ssidde e ofof a 
cucuttttining g boboarard d wiwithth flfloour.. UUnrnrololl l ththee 
seecoondnd p pacackakagege o of f ccresescec ntt ddououghgh a andnd 
rooll it inintot  a 113-3- b by 1212-i-innch h rer ctctananggle.e.

55. Fold thee d ough iin n hahalflf f from m ththe e shshorrt t
ene d; gentllyy lift andd p plalacce iin the e papan. 
UnU fold and gentltly ststretctch h ththee dodouugh
over the creamm cheheesse e lalayeyer;r; p preresss tthehe 
ede ges to seal. Cut ooffff ccorornenersr  oof f dodougugh ff
hanging overer aandd d disiscard.

6.6 Bake 22 too 24 miminunutetes,s, u untntilil ggololdeden n 
brown.n

7.7. CoCombm ine the remaininngg 1⁄1⁄4 4 cucup p susugar 
anand d cinnamon in a smmala l bobowwl. PlPlacace
tthee cac ramel topping inin a a 1-cup meaa-
susurring cup.

8. ReR move the pan ffror m m ththe e oven. Imm-
mem diatelely y pour the carramelel t topoppipingng 
over thee c heesecake and spreadd t to o tthe
edges of the crust. Sprinkle with thhe 
cinnamon-sugar mixture; let stand for
10 minutes.

9. Using a utility knife, cut into 4 x 6 rows 
to make 24 squares.



The Pueblo Chieftain  |  November 24, 2016  |  Christmas Opener

MINI CHOCOLATE PECAN
PIE CUPS
Start to finish: 30 minutes
Servings: 12

12   individual Keebler graham  

        cracker pie shells or homemade 

3 -    inch pie shells

1     cup pecan halves plus more for     

       decorating the tops (substitute 

       walnuts if you prefer)

4     tablespoons butter, melted

2/3 cup granulated white sugar

1/2 cup dark corn syrup

2     large eggs, beaten

1/8 teaspoon sea salt

4     ounces 70 percent bittersweet     

        chocolate, melted

1     heaping teaspoon vanilla 

       extract

2     tablespoons of Kahlua

Whipped Cream or vanilla ice 

cream, for serving (optional)

Preheat the oven to 350 F.

By: Elizi abeteth Karmel
          AsAsssociciatateded Press

WhWhenen I havave e a a lolott off p people e coming 

ovoverer, , I love to o mamake mmini i i pip ess, , or “pie

cucupsps.”.” II c oined the name “pie e cup” when 

I I crcreaeateted d a “p“ ie programm” for one ofo  my 

rer sts auurantts and vowed too mmaka e pie tht e e

new cupcake in NYC.

Since then,  the e mini, , hahandnd-h-held d pipie e

has explodedd in popopupulalarir ty. ThThe bebeauautyty 

of the mini piese  iis s ththatat they arre pop rttabablele, , 

easy to make aandnd the perfect propooor-

tion size.

MoMo tstt p pppeeeoe plp e I kkknk ow d ddonononoo ’t’t’’tt m mmmmakakake e ththeie r r 

own n pipipip e e bebebb cacaususe e ee ththtt eyey a arere a afrfrraiaia d d to 

mamamamamakekekekek t thhe pieie doughh f froom mmm scraatctch.h. T Thehererereee 

isisisisis s ss so o mumumumuchchchhch pp preresssssssssurure e on the coooook foor r

Thhanankssgiving thahaat ttt ththhhe e holiday is notooo  thehe 

titime to ooo learrrrn n hohohohow ww to mmmmakakke e pie dough.h  

This recccipippipee ooofffffffferererers s s s ththththe ee oopopooptitiono  of usininnng gg

prre-ee mamadededede g gggraaaahahahaham-m-m-m-crcrcrcracacacackekekeker crrrrusts. If yyouu 

alreeeady y mamamakekekeke y yyyouououour r rr owowowown n n n pipie e dodododough, yyououoo  

cacann maakeke t thihis s ss pipipip e e ee inininn m m mmininini i i piee shells or a

muffin nn pan.n.

Once you theheee p pieeie c c crurustst i ss s takekekeken nnn caaare 

of, you wiw ll undddddere ststana d d thththt e e meaning 

ofo  “easyy as s pie”e : AsAsses mbmbblilingngggng t t t he fifififilllll ing g g gg

rerequireses jusustt t a boboowlwlww  aandndddd a a aa fffffoorrk.k.kk.

I adadd d dadadarkrkrkk c c cchohococoolalalatete ttto o a a a ttrtrt aditioonannanaall l l

pecan n pipipiee ee foforr alalllll thtthososse e e chchhhhocololololo atata e e loloooovverss 

ououtt ththerere.e. I II alssoo adadaddd d a a totototouccucuuchh h hh fof KKKahlua 

to deeepepen n tht e ee flflavorororoor oo of f the chhoco ollate,e  

but you u cooululd d stststicicickk k k wwiwww thth t thehh  tttrarr dititiional

bourbon ifif y youou pppreefefefer.r. I If f yyou don’n tt lilikke 

pecans, this ppie iis s alalsoso d deleliciouss made

with walnuts.

Put two tatablblesespopoonon of nunutsts intnto each 

unbaked pipie e shshelell.l. SSetet aasisidede..

Combine bubutttter,, grgrananululatateded s ugarr, corn 

syrup, eggggs,s  salalt,t, c chohococolal te, , vanilla and 

KaKahlhluaua a andnd stit r unu til l wewellll m mixixede .

PPlacace e ththe e minini ppieie crustts s onon a a h half shsheeeet t 

pan. Pour the pie mimixtx ure ono  top of f nunutsts 

juusts  until thehe fifirst line of ththe crcrust (i( f f yoyouu 

made yyouourr own crust,t  this s is abooutut 1 1/4/4 

innch ffrrom thhe totop)). DDo nnoot oovverfifillll  as s thheye  

will puff uup as thehey y babakeke. DeD cocoraatet  the ff

tops of the e pipieses wwitith h a a fefeww nuutss.

Placce e ththe shsheeeet t papan n in thehe c cene teer r rarackk of 

the oven. BaB keke aaboboutut 220 0 miminunutetes s oror uuntil 

cookedd tthrhrououghgh, , a a lilittttlele p puuffffy y anand d crc usu tyty ffffff

on ttopop.. LeLet t cocoolol o on n a a rarackc  fforo  aat t leleasast t 3 3 

hohoururs.s. R Refefririgegeraratete l lefeftotoveer r pie.  SeServrve e 

warmrm wwiti h h whwhipippeped d crcreaeamm oror aa ssmamalll 

scs oop of vanilla icee ccrereamam iif yoyou u chchooo see.

Thhe e pies arere aalso goodod ccoold tht e nenextxt dayy.
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ByByBB : : Metro Creative Connection

Holilidaday y shopoppip ng takes up a considerable amount of time bebetween n Thanks-

giggigig viviv ngng aandnd C Chrhrisistmtmasas D ay. Shoppers who scour in-store and ononliinee r retetaia leersrs 

ininn t thehe h hununt t fofor r ththee peperffect gig ft annually spend hundreds of f bibillllionsns o off ddollllars

dudud riringn  such pupursuitsts, , ana d what they swipe when making pupurcr hahaseses cooululd d gogo a a 

lolol ngng w waya  toward how theiir new years begin.

OvOvere -reliance on ccreedid t cards to maka e holiday purchases can prprovove e crcripip-

plpling g oncec  the calendar r tuturnr s s tot  Januauary. According tot  an anala ysysisis o of f statatisistiticscs 

from the Federal Reserrveve, ththe e avavereragage e household consnsumer debebt t inin t thehe U Uniniteted d 

States was mmore e thanan $ $1515 7,70000 aas s ofof J Junune ofo  2015. Thah t’s rooughly y onone-e-tetenthh ththe e 

average mortrtgagagege d debebt, suggestining g ththatat many consummeers s are e rerelylyining g totoo o heheav-

ily on credit cardrdss whwhen making thttheiir r pupurcchases.

This holididayay seaaason, ccono sumemm rssss cccononcecerned abooutut s swiw ping ttheheirir ccreedidit t cacardrds s 

too ofoftetetenn n n can taaaaakeke tthehe f ffffolollolololoowiwiwwiw ngnggn  s steepspsss t t to o moomorere e effffecectitivevelyly managa e their r crcrededitit.

•••• KnKnKnKnK oowo  wwhhat you can n aaaafffford.d. SSwiwipipingngggg n nn nnowwow a andnddnd d deaealilingng witth h ththt e e coconsn eqquences 

ininini JJ JJananananuauauaau ryryry i iss ss s aa rereeeciccc pe for a rocckyky n newew y yyyear.rr  II I Innn sosomeme cases, it can benefit coc nn-

susumers to mmakekkk  ppppuru chases witttth h thheieirr cccrc edditt c ccarardsds a s opposed to theirir debbit 

cardddds. Fororoo  i insnsnsnstat ncnncnce,ee,e, www w heh n makingnnn  ppururchchchchases onlnlnlinininee, it’s ofteen nnnn safer r toto usese a  

credditititit c cararrardd d d rarararaththththererere  t tthahan n a debit tt ccccardd l ll linininninkekekekked d toto yyyouououo r r rr chheckiingnggg a aaandndndnd s sssaavings acc-

cocc unntsttsts,, , asasasas u uu usisisisingngngngn  t tt thehehehe l l l latattet r can mammm kekkk  yyy y youoouuour rrr liifefefefe’s’ss s savavavininngsgs v vulululululneneneneraraaaablbbbb e e ee totottt  hackekerss.

Buuut dododonn’n’t t ststtarararrt ttt swswswswipipipipining g yyourr credidididit cardrdrddssss ununu tititil ll yoyoyoou u knknknknnowoo  wwhahat t yoyou u cacan afford.d  

Examama inne e yoyourur fififinanananancncncncese  aand ooonlnlnlnly use yoyoyoyourrrr c c c creedididid t tt cacacardrdrdr  iif fff yoyyy u uu knowow y youu cann 

repay the babaalalancncncn e e bebeb fooore it ttt ininnincurs aaaanynynyny iiiintn eresesesesese t.t.t.t.t  I I If fff yoyou uuu cacaan’n’tt ppap y thhee balance inin 

full aat the titimemem   thee p pppayayaya ment is due, uuuusese aaaaa d dddebbebebitit caraaaa d d ssosoo yyououo  are oonly spending 

monen y y you alalrereadady y hhahaveveveveve a nd n  ototottt t  akkinnining ouoouoo t what aaaamoununtst  tto oooo a high-interesest 

loann oon n yoyoy urur h hhooloolidididayayayayay ppppururu cchchchasassasesesesee ....

• Resisiststt rrr retete aiaileler rr caccardrdrds.s.s  W WWWheheheehennnn n mamamamaakikkingg in-store e pup rchaseees,s  chances arer  the 

cacashhshieei r rr wiw lll invitite yoyoyoouu uu totot  siggn n upp fforororr aaa retailer credit card, eveven n offffererining g ann 

immemedidd ata e e e didd scscscouououountt if yooou u dodo sso oooo at the rregegisisters. . WWhile this ddisiscocoununt t mmay y 

seem ttoooo ttememptpttp inini g g tototo igngng ore, kkeeeepp ini  mminindd thhatat maany retailerer ccrredit cacardrdss 

come with h coconsnsididdererabably higghher intererestst feees onn b balalaancees thhatat a arere nott p paiaid d                

off in n fufullll. Soo that discount aat t ththe e reegistterer may eendd up p coosts ing g yoyou u momorere ff

mooney if youou ggete  to o JaJ nunuarary y aand d can’t pay y the balalance inin iitsts eenntirretety.

•• TrT y y nonot t toto juggglg e cacardrds.s  MManny y shoppers juggle multiplee ccarardsds t to o avavoioid d bubuilildd-

ining g up ttoooo bigg a b balalanancece o on n ono e e particularar card duringg the hhollididayay s seaeasoson.n  

But thatat’s an eaasysy w way tto o lolosese ttrarackck o of f hoh w much you hhave e spspene t. RRatatheher

than jjugugggling g caards, uusese o onlly thhee one e wwith thee lowese t intetererestt rratatee.

• Monitor yoour balanceces.s. S Swipingng a credid t t cacardrd is easy and hasssle--frfreeee,, anand d

many retailel rs bbototh h bibig g anand d smsmalall l now w acaccceppt various typess o of f caards. Keee pp 

a close eye ono  yyouour r babalalancnceses, , chchececkikingng t thehemm online after eacch h shopping 

trtripip. ThThis ccan hheelp yoou u ccontntroroll yoyourr s spepending and also cann aleertt yyou to anny y 

frauaududuleentt a acctivity.

ShShooppers who mmusstt ususe ththeieir crededitit ccards this holiday season can employ 

seseveveral stratetegies to ensure they doon’n’t t ddig themselves into a financial hole by 

the ennd of December.
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Santa Claus
is coming
to town!
Visit Santa now through Dec. 24th in
the JCPenney Court. Photo Packages
and gifts available.

The Perfect
Gift
Pueblo Mall Gift Cards make the Perfect 
gift for anyone on your holiday list!  Gift 
cards available at the kiosk
located in JCPenney Court.

Dillard’s, JCPenney, Sears,  and over 85 shops and services
MON- SAT 9AM-10PM| SUN 11AM-9PM| 3429 Dillon Dr. | 719.544.3454 | pueblomall.com

WIN prizes – follow us on
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ByByB : : Jon Pompia
SouSource: Random Facts

••••• The e GeGermmans s mam de the first artificial Christmas trees from dyeded gooosee feathere s. 

•••• EaEachch y yeaear r momorere t thaan 3 billion Christmas cards are sent in ththe U.U.SS. a olonee.

•• AAll l ththe e gig ftfts s inin t thehe T Twew lve e Days of Christmas would equall 36364 4 gigiftftss. 

• ThThe “true e looveve” mementioi need in the song “Twelve Dayss of f ChChriiststmam s”” d doeoes s

nonot t rer fer to a romantiic couple, but the Catholic Church’s coodede f foror G Godod.. ThT e e

persrson who receivev s the gifts rereprese ents someone who has aaccccepepteted d thhatat 

coded . FoF r example, thehe ““papartr ridgdge e ini  a pear tree” rer presentsts CChhrist. TThehe “ “twtwo o 

turtledoves” represeentnt t thehe OOldld aandd New Testamentnts.s  

• Most of Santa’s reeinindedeerer hhavve e mamalele-s-souo nding naames, succh h asas BBlitztzene , , CoComm--

et, and Cuupipid.d. H Howowever, maale rreeindndeeeersr  shed their anantlt ere s ararououndnd C Chrhrisistmtmas, 

so the reinddeeeerr pulling Santa’s s s sleieighgh aarer  likely non t mamalele, bubutt fefemamalele. 

• In A.D. 3535550,0,0, Popope Juliusu  I, biishshhhopppopp o of f RoRooR me, prococlalaimimeded Decemembeber r 2525 t thehe 

ooffifficiciaalalal cele ebbbbbrrrar tion d dddddatatate e fofoofoorrr ththhe e bib rtrttthdhdhh ayayyy oo oof f ChChririststs .

• AcAccccococ rdrdrr ining g totooo t t t thehehh  G Guiuinnnnesesee s,s, tthe ttallalalllelellestststttt CC C Chrhrhrhrisisistmmtmas tree ever cutut was a 22212 -fooot 

DoDoDoDoD uglas fir that wasas ddddispllayayeded i inn 191919995050555  aaat t ttt thththtt e eee NNoortthghggate ShShopoppiingng Cene teer in 

SeSeattltllt e,e,ee  WWWasassshihihh ngngggton. 

• ThThe traditioonal ththththreree colors of fff Chhririststttmamamm s are grgrgg eeeen, red, and gold. GrGreen has s

longg beeeen n n n a a a a sysyss mbmbmbbm ollooo  o ooof life and rrrrebbirrththhh; ; ;; red symbmbmboololizi es thee bbbbblooodo  ooff Chhrirists ,

and d gogogooldldldd r repepepeprerereresesesesentntntnts s s s lilighghghght as wweell assss w weaeaee ltlth h annna d d d rorooroyaalty.y.

• AcA cocordrdrdininnng ggg totototoo d d ddatatatataa a a ananana alalyzyzed from mmm FaFaFaFacececececebbobobobookokkk p p p pososoo tsts, , twtwt o o weweeeweekekeks ssss bebebebeb fofof rere C Chrhriist--

mamam s isis o oneneee o o of ff f thththhe e e e ttwtwtwo o mmost popular ttimimimimeseseses f fforooro  c cccououoo plplplplpleseee  to brbrbreaeak k upup. . HoH weveer, 

Chhrirr stmamas s DaDaay y y isissis t ttthehehehe lleaast favaaa orooo ite daaaay yyy fofofoforrr r brbrbreaeaeae kukukupspspsps 

• Contrary tto o o o popop puppulalar bebebelieffff, susss icide ee rararararatet s duuririririr ngngngngg t hehee CC C Chrhrhh isistmtmmas holliday are 

low. T The higigggghehestst rattttesesese  are during thhhhhe e spppspprirriringngngngng....

• The woworld’ddd s lalarggesestt ChChhh iriririristssss maaaas sss stttocooooco kikinnng mmeasus red 11011 6 fef et aandnnnn  9 inchees s lonng 

and d 49499 ff feeeeet t anandd dd 1 1 ininnnnchchchch ww wwididiidee. II I IIttt tt weweweweiggigigighehehehhed ddd ass much as fififive reindeer annd held

almoostststs 1 1 1,0,00000000 pppreresesenttntnnts.s.s.s  I IIItt was mamamamaddedede bbbby the e Chilldren’s Society in Londonn o on n

Dececemmbmberer 1 14,4,44, 22 20000000077.7.7.  

• ChChririststmamm s s trtt ees hahaveve b bbbeeen n ssoold in n ththththt e U.S. since 1850. 

• Chrriststmmas trttreeeees s s uusuu uaaally grgggg ow ffforoo  about 1155 yey ars s beb fore they y arare e sosoldl .. 

• Many EEururopopo eaeae n n cococ ununttrieii s belilieveveded t thah t t spspirittss, botth h good andnd evil, wwerere e 

active duriing g ththe e TwTwele ve DDaays of Chrrisstmt asa . Thhesese e spirriti s evevenentutuallyly e evovolvlveded 

ini tot  Santa’s elvves, esespepecicialally uunder the iinnflflueuencn e of Clement C. Moore’s The

NiNighght t BeBefoforere C Chrhrisistmtmasas ( (17799-186863)3  illustrratateded by Thomas Nast (1840-1902). 

• EaEacch yyeae r ththere are approxoximattely 2020,0000 “rent-a-Santas” across the Unit-

eded S Stateess. ““ReR nt-a-Sana tat s” usus ally underergogo seasonaal  trtraiaininingng oon how to 

mamaini tain a jolllly attttititudu e e unundeder pressure froom m the pupublblicic. . ThTheey also receive 

prpracactiticac l advice, suchh aass nonot accepting momoneey y frfromom p pararenentsts wwhih le children 

araree lolookokining g anand d avoiding garrlil c, onions, or beaans for luncnch.h. 

• BoB lilivivianans s cecelelebrbratatee Misaa d el Gallo or “Mass of thehe R Rooooststerer” ” onon C Chrhrisistmas Eve. 

Some ppeooplple e brbrinngg rorooosteters to the midnight masa s,, a gesstuturere tthah t syymbmboliz-

es the bbele ieef f ththatat a a r rooooststere  wwasa  the first animal to o anannoouunce ttheh  bbirirthth 

of Jesusus.

•• Thhe e BrBrititissh h wewearar p papaperer c crowns while theyey eat CChrhrisistmtmasas d dininnener.r  TThehe crownw s s 

arare e ststororedd iin n a tuubebe c calalleled d a “C“Chrhrisistmas crarackckerer.”.” 

•• In Pololannd, spiders oor sspidider webebs s arare e cocommmmonon CChrhrisistmtmasa  t trerees ddecoro atatioionsns 

because e acaccording toto legegend,, a a s spipideder r wowoveve aa blalanknketet f forr B Bababyy JeJesuus.s  IIn n ffactct, ,

Polishsh ppeoplle consn idere  spidedersrs t to o beb  symymbols of gog odneesss  aandnd prorospspereriity y atat 

Chhrir stmaas. 

• AlAlaba amma was ththe fifirsrst t ststatate ini  the United d Statess to officiiala lyy r eccogogninizee C Christt-

mam s s inin 1 1838 6. 

• ChChrir stmamas wasn’t’t ddececlaareredd ana  ooffifficiala  holididay in the UnU itedd S Staatetes s ununtitil l JuJunee 

26, 1887070. 

• Oklahohomma wasa  theh  lasastt U.U.S.. statete to dedecclare Chhristmamas a a lelegagal hohollidaday, inn 

1907.

• Mistletoe (Viscum allbubum)m  is fromm the AAngnglolo-S- axon word miststeleltatan,n, w whihichc  

means “little dudungng ttwiwig”g” b bececauausese t thehe pplalantnt sspreads though h bibirdd droppingsg .

• Anciciene t peopo leles,s, s sucuch h asas t thehe DDruruidids,s, c cononsisidedered mistletooe sasaccred becauusee 

itt rremmainss grereeen and b beaearsrs ffrur itit dururining g the winter when ala l oto heher plp antsts  

apppearr t to o did ee. Druids wowoululd d cucut ththe e plplana t wiw th golden sickles annd d nenevever r leet t

itit t touo ch the groround. TThehey y ththoughht t itit h hada  the powwere  to cure infertility aandnd 

nenervous diseaseses andnd t to wawardrd offff e evivil.l. ffff

•• EvEvergrg eeensns (fromm the Old Englishh wword aefie meaning “always” and gowan 

meana ing “to groww”)”) havavee beb enn symymbob ls of eternal life and rebirth since an
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••••• cienent t tit mmes. TTheh  pagan use and worship of evergreen bougghshs andnd ttrees hasa  

evevololvevedd inintoto t thehe CChrh istianized Christmas tree

•• BeBecacaususe e ththeyey v vieiewewed d Chrir stmas as a decadent Catholic h hololididayay, ththe e PuPuriitans

inin Americaca bbana nened d alall Chhristmas celebrations from 161 5959-1-16881 1 wiw thh a a p penenalaltyty 

ofof fifivev  shillings for eacch offffense. Some Puritan leaded rs condedemmneded t thohosese 

whwho o favored Christs mas as enemim ess of the Christian religion.

• A YuY le log is an enormmouous s lolog  thhatat is typically burnr ed durining g ththe Twwelelveve 

Days of Christmas (DDececemembeber r 2525-JJana uary 6). Some e sccholars ssuguggegestt tthahat t

the word yule memeananss “r“revevollututioion”n” o or r “wheel,” whih ch ssymy boboliizezes ththe cycyclclicicalal  

return of ththe e susun.n. A A burningg logog oor r itits s chc arred remaainins s isi  saiaid d toto o offfferer h heaealth, 

fertility, andd l lucuck as well as theee a bibililitytyy tto o ward offffff evvil l spspiriritits.s. ff

• Becausse e ofofofo  theeirr pagann assococcciatitititit onons,s, b bb oth the e hoholllly yy (a(associaiateted d wwithth t thehe 

mamascscuuluuline e prrrrriiini ciiplplp e)e)e)))) a a a ndnddnd ttt ttheehehe i ivyvy ((ththhhe e ee fefemimmim nininene) ) anana d d ototheh r grreeen bougughshs iinn 

hohoomememee d dececororatatatatioioii n n wewerere b bbbanannen d d byyyyby t t theheehehehe ss ssixixixixththth-c-c-century Christiann Counccilil of 

BrBrBrBrB aga a. 

••• ThhThhe popoooiniininssesettttttttttiaia i iis s s s native to Mexixicoco a andnddd wasasass c ccululu tit vavatet d by the Aztecs, whoh  

callede  the pplant CCCCuuetlaxochitlll ((“flowowwwereree  wwhichchch wwililtsts”). For the Aztecs, tht e 

plant’s  brbrbb ilililillilililiananaant rerereeddd d cococoolor symbolooo izedd p ppppuruu ity, andndd t tthhey ofteen n ussede  iitt me-

dicinanaalllllly yy y totototo rr r rededededucucucuce e ee fefefefeveveeer.r.r.r. Contrtrtt ary totototo p pppopoopo ululara  bbbelelellieiii f,f  theee p p ppoioioio nsnsnsnssetettetettitia is not 

popp issonononououuous,s,ss, b b b bbututututu  h h h holololollylylyly b bere ries areeee. 

• Chhhhriststmamas s hahahahas s itititits s s s rororoootots iin pagaaa an f festivvavavalslslsls s s ssuccucuchh h asasaa  SSatataatatururnaliia a (D(D( ececemembeb r 

17-D-Deccemembeber rr 2323233),)),), tt tthehehh  KKala endsdsdsds (Januararararyy yy 1111 -5-5-5, , , thththt eee prprprrececece urrsooor rrr to tthehe T Twelve e

Days of Chhriririststs mamamas)s), anandd Deeeeususuus Sol Invnvnnvnvvici tttus orororr B B BB Biririri ththtt daadaday yy y ofofooo  t thehehe Unconquerablee 

Sun (DDecemmmmmbeber r 2525).)... T TTThhhe Christian chuhuhh rccccch hh h  heheheheheararara tititilylyyyly d d disisisapapappprproved oof such cele-

bratioi nsn  aaaandndn  co-o opopopteted d dd d ththttt e papapapagaaaannnnsnsn  bbyy ddedecllarring Decembber 22225 55 as Christ’t s daday 

of bbirirthhth, , ththhououghghghgh t theheeeerererere iis  nnonno eee evivivv dededed ncncnccncee e e ChCCCC ririsst was borrrn n on that day.

•  Sanntataaa C C Clalaalaussus iiss babasesed d ddd onononon  a reall pepepeersrsrsoono , St. NiN koolas of Myra (also known asas  

Nikokolalaaoososo  t thehe WW WWononnnndededeederwrwrwrwwororoo kekekekkerr,r B BBBBishohop Saint NiN cholas ooof Smyrna, annd Nikoolalaosos 

ofof B BBarra i))), whhwho lived d duduurirrrr ngg tt hhee fouourttrth hhhh century. Born in Patara a (i(inn momodedernrn-d-dayay 

Turkrkeyey),), he e e isi  ttthehehehe w wworoo ld’s mossst tt popppp pular nonon-n Bibllici al saint, annd d arartitiststs hahaveve  

portraayeyed d d hihim m m momomorere o oftten thahann ananyy oto heherr sainnt exccept Mary. HHee is thee 

patron saiintt oof f babanknkini g, pawawnbrokingng,  piraratingg, bubutcheery, sasaililining, tthihieveverery,y, 

oro phhans, royo alltyt , anand d NeNeww YoYork City. 

• EaEarlrlyy illuluststraratitiononss ofof S Stt. N Nichoolaass ded pict hhimim as stern, commanding, and 

hoholdldinng g a bbirch rod. He wawas s moore a ssymbbol of discipline and punishment 

ththanan thee jolollyly, overwew igghth  ellf children knknowo  today. 

• PuPuriritan Oliver CCromwmwell ououttlawa ded Chrh istmmasas c elebebraratitionons s anandd carols in En-

glglanand d from 1649-166060. ThThe e only celebratitioons s ala lolowewed d wewerere sserermom ns 

anandd prrayayerers.s. 

• WaWassssaiail l isis f frorom m ththee OlO d NoN rse ves heill, meaningg “ gogoodod h heaealtlth.h.” ” 

• Christmmas s ststocockkingngss alalleleggedly evolved from threee  sisterss w whoho w were totoo o poor 

to afforrd d a mamarriaiagege d dowowry aandnd were, thereforee, dooomomeed to a a life oof f prproosti-

tutionn. . ThTheyey w were e e ssavevedd, however, whene  thehe wweaaltthyhy B Bisishop p SaSainint t NiNichcholo as 

off S Smymyrnrna a (t( hehe pprerecucurssoro  to Santa Claus)) crept ddowown n ththeieir r chchimimneney y and d

gegenenerorouslyly fifilledd t theheirir s stotockinngsgs wwith goldd c coioinsns. .

•• It is esstiimated thatt tthehe ssiningle “W“Whihitete C Chrhrisistmtmasas” ” byby I Irvrvining g BeBerlin is ththe e bebestst 

selling sisingngle of all titimee, , with oovever 10100 0 mmillllioon n sasaleles s woworlr dwdwidide.e. 

• The fifirsrstt person tto deecoratete a a C Chrh istmmasas tree was reporttede lyy t thehe PProoteteststannt t

reefoformerer MMartitin Luutht err (1448383-1546)6 .
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ByByyy: :  EErin Davis, Tribune News Service

OOn the fifirstt daay y of Christmas my true love gave to me … 12 holiday y enentetertaiainininng 

iddeaeeee s. IIf f ananototheher r holiday season has you feeling more like fa la la laa blahh, tthan jolly, 

ititititt’s’ss t timime e toto sswitctch h ththings up. Here are 12 holiday decor, theme annd d fef asastitingn  i idedeasas 

totot  k keeeepp yoyourur tininsesel l twtwini kling and your spirits merry and brighg t.t. 

1.1. H HOLO IDAYY CCHIH LI CCOOOOKOK FFF
DDoDon’n’t t waw it for the Super Bowowl to allow friends an opportunity too sshohowccasasee ththeie r 

chchopopss ata  chih li cookingg. ChChef Marleene Moore of Pechanga Resort t & & CaCasisinono s ugu gegestss 

spspici inng upp the holidays wiw thh hhere  Temptptation Hearty Souo thern StStylyle e ChChili i (r(rececipipe e 

below). As host, insteadd oof f seservrvining g a a trradaditional chili accoc mpanimmenent t lil kee ccoro nn--

bread, treat gguests  to a a hoholilidadayy-ininspspirireded b bread like Deelish’s Chai-SpSpiciceded T Teae  LLoaoaveves.s.

2. FROSTY MIMIRRRRORORSS HAVE AA VERERY Y SHSHININY GLOW
Caroline Bailly,, o ownw er of L’Atelier RoRoRougge,e, ssspepecializing g ini  flflororalal e eveventntss anand d dedesisigngn, 

explains thahaat t t t usu inng g mirrorrs is a ggrerrr atattatat w wayayy ttto bring g ouout t anand d accentntuauatete fesestitiveve 

cocololorsrs. “U“U“UUsses  a mmmiriii ror r asass aa aaaa t ttababababa leleelee r runuunneen r ororoo  t ttraray.y.y.y. MMakakee susurere t thahat it hasas a framee, anand d 

you shshhhouououuldld h havave e lolololotsts oof f lilighght t —  canddndleeeeles s ——— orororor oo o othththeree  reflfleective surfaaces, iridedescs ent t

mamamamamatetetetet ririr als anand smallll piececcceseee  likikee cocollllecectitiiononononons ssss offof s smamaamallllll  vasaseses,”,  Baiilllly sasayss. . FoFor an added 

tototototoucuucu hhhh thththhatatatta cc crereatataatateses aa a wintry feeleee inng,g  BBaiaillllyy recooommmmmmm enenddsds using frost spray arounu d  

thhe e ede geg s of a miririri roooor r tot  give it theeee effffecect ofooo  a ffrorooozezez n n ppond.

3. SMAAALLLLL P PAPAPAPAPERERERER PPPPACACACACKAKAKAKAGES (ANDDDND HORORRRRS S SS D’D OEUVUVUVU RRERES)S
Why sppenenennd d dd babababackckckck-b-b-b-brererereakakakakininining ggg hohhh urs prepararararininining g g g a a trtradadittttioioiooi nanal hholilidadadad y yy y memmemeealalala  wwhen youu 

can nn maakekeke a a a b bbbigigigig i iiimpmpmpmpacacacact t t t bybyb  sserving smammm lllll t t t tidididididinininngsgss ooo of fff jojojj y?y?? “ “ I I lilikeke tto ooo seseseet tt t ououout t tt a a cocoupuplele 

apappeepeetizezersrs,”,”” s ssayayays ss cecececelelelelebbbrbritity y eevent ttt and d wedddddddinnining g gg pllplplana nenenn r r AnAnAAnAndreaa FFFrereememanan, , “Such ass 

ham wiww thth rrososememararary-y-y-y MaMaMaMancchehego ssscocococones, so o o o pepepepeoopopoplelelee c c c ananan c c ccrererr atatte e thhhheir owownn saanndwiw chch-

es.”” Also checck kk ououo t t tt trtrt enenddinngn  201010101666 6 holidadaddadaay y yyy mmminis s lililililil kekekekek  SSSSmomoookekekked dddd GoGouudu a andd Herb Puffffffs 

and Salmlmon TTarara taarer  in n WoWoWoWontn on Cups (HGTGGTGG V..VV.cocococom)m)m)m)).

4. WINE-E DIDIDINGNGNN  UUUP P FOFOFOF RR TTHTHTHTHEE EE HOOOOLILLLL DADADADAYSYSS
PaPartr y y hoostst AA Aududu raa QQQQuiuinnnnnnn  sayayyss ss whwhy y siisiss mpmpmpm lyyyyly d ddeligighht guests wiww th wine whw en youu c anan 

have ttheheeem m ReReRR adadad B BBetetetwewweeeeenenenn T TThhe Winnnneseses?? ?? “I“I“I iiinventeted ththis wine-tasting game to innspspiri e 

plplayaya errss tototo w wriritete t tthehheh irirrr oo o ownwnwnwnnw c cc crereataata iivive taststing notes s whw ile saampmm ling new wwines,”,  

Quinnn  eexplp ainsnn . “TTo oooo plplayay, eeachh g guestt bbrir ngs a bottle of wine. Everery rorounund d inintrtrododucuc--

es a newew w wine e e ananand dd d a a a nennew theme cacc rdr , such aas ‘C‘Compapare this winee t to o a a cec leebrbritity,y,’ ’ oor 

‘if this winne e hahad d a a a jojoj b,b,b  w whahat tt would d itit d do?o?’”” RResespponsnses wilill evoke eaeasysy and ccelelebebrara-

tory conversattioion n toto l livivenen an allrready festtivve e ennviroonmnmenent.

5. OH WHAT FUNU  …… COCKTKTAAILS ALL TTHEE WAY
A big trend in entertaininining g ththis holiday seaasson is goingg bbigg oonn preparration soo 

more time can be speennt on n enenjojoyiyingng t timime wiwithth guests. TTrishha a AnAntot nsnsen, chhieief 

cocktail officer at Drizlzly, enccouourar ges largrge-e bab tctch h cocktataililss toto h helelp p achih eve e ththiss 

goal. “You can prep mmost ingrer dients aheheadd oof f timeme aand then mimix tht emm rrigight bee--

fore company arrivees,” sheh  says. Tryy A ntononsesen’n’s pep rssonal Jinglle e JuJuice e PuPuncnch h (D(Drir zlzlyy.

com) or Bourbon GiGingngerr CCididerer ( (rerecic pe bbelow),)  wwhihichch ccan botth h bebe mmadade e inin a advdvancece 

and are sure to o brbrining g the desired titididingngs s of joyy tto o alall l ppartyggoeersrs..

6. MISMATCHIH NGNG AANDND M MISISTLTLETETOEO
Another ongoining g dedeccor prprefeferene ce wwe’e’veve wwitnesssed in 20166 for eentn ertaining: 

eclectic styylizazatiionon. FoF r this holiday seaasos n, Danny S Seoe , hoh st of NBC’s “Naturally” 

and author of f ththt ee new cookbook “Naturarally,y  Deliccioousu : 100 Recipes for Healthy 

Eats That Make Y Youuou HHappy,” recommendds s ususinng what you already have. “It’s not 

only resourceful, it’s also a bit unu exexpectteded and unique,” Seo says. “If you have a 

collection of mismatchedd gglasses, use thheme  as votive holders or vases. If you want 

toto ccreate a more cohhesive lookk, , spspraray y papainint t ththemem the same coloor.” And don’t forget 

toto llooook outside yoourur oownwn bacackykyarrd. Brancn hees,, b beerries, leaves, pip necones and 

momossss can go a lolongng w wayay in n adding a nnata ural ambmbiaiance to your holiday repertoire, 

aca coordrding toto S Seeo.

7.7. HHANANUKKAK HH DELIGHHTSS
MoMoveve oover latkes, ththiis h hololiddayay sseeason is ooffffering g sosome ddelelicicioiousus s swweet sensations. 

SeServe e guguese ts twists on traadidititionnal Hanukkah trtreeatsts l ikike e tatangngy-y-swsweeeet t CrC anberry 

RuRugegelalachch ( (TaTasteoeofHome.com), Tyyleler Florence’s Bluebberry BBliintntzezes s wiw thth aa lemon 

riricocotttta a fifillllining g (F(FoooodNdNetetwork.com) and Molly Yeh’s MiMini PPumumpkpkinin S Sufufgaganiniyoy t made 

with cranbnbererryry o or r rarasppbeberrrryy fifilling (Forward.com).

8. DON’TT F FOORGEG T T THTHE E LILITTTTLEE DDRUMMER BOYOY
If a drummmmer bboyoy i is s ovo er the top, you can alwayss c consideder r ototheher foformrms s ofof llivve e

mumusisic c toto eentere taain yyouour r gugueests. “AA h harpist, accoousticic g guiuitatar plplayayerer oor r viviolo innisist t arare e

ququitte e ellegegant,t ” ” FrF eemaman n sasaysys,, “andnd c canan aaddd  an n ereree ofof u unenexpxpececteted d ennteterttaiainmnmenent.t.” ” 

IfIf, however, a live mum siicic anan iis out ofof y youour r bubudgdgetet, tuturnrn t to o SiSiririuusXMXM’’s hholidayay m mususicic  

lineneup featuturiring throwbab ckk f favorititeses s sucu h h asas BBini g g CrC oso byby, NaNat KiKingng C Colole e anand d ThThe e 

Four Topops,s  or contemempop rararies llikike e JoJoshsh Grobaban, Brian Setzer anand KeKelll y ClClararksksonon.

9. DIYIY IS COOMIN’ D OWOWN THTHE E CHCHIMI NEY TOONIN GHTT
IfIf DIYIY is yoyourur jjamm, , therre e isis no o shshoortage of ideaas. In term of dedecoc r, ppapaperer i is s popowewerful. 

WrWrapap b boxoxeses of alll shhapapes aandnd  sizese  in natural, mmetallic and d rer tro ppatttterernns —— i iff yoyouu 

have the tala ent, eveven n ththininkk ababouout t sksketetchchining your own. Sincnce thhe e hoholidaaysys i insnspipirere 

ann attitudude e of givinng,g t takake e a a vivirttual sts rollll o onn Pinterest foor hostt g gifift t idideaas s annd d yoyou’u’lll  

strike a golldmd ine off DDIY idedeaas — cheeckck o utut aan easyy pin liki e DIY ShShararpipie ggift mmugugs, 

allowing youou a nd/oor yourr g guests tot  make e cuuststomomized coffee cups toto t takakee hohomem .

10. UGLY SWEEATERERS ROROASASTIT NGNG IN N THTHEE FIFIRRE
MaMaybe you don’n’t hahaveve t to o buburnrn t thehem,m, b butut wworordd hhas it that the noveveltlty of ug-

lyy-ssweweatter para tieses is wanin ngng. InInststeaad,d  cclalassssicic entn ertaining is makakining a coc mebackck. 

RaR therer t thahan n enencoouraging gugueseststs t to o whipp o outu  theh ir mmosost atrocious swsweaeatetersrs, enen-

coc ururagge e them t to coc me in foformrmalal aatttire.e  TTakake e black tie too the next step and ddusustt ooffff

chchininawaware and crystatall, a addddining g hihintn s ofof m mete allic gold and silver for serving friends. 

A A cococcktail serrvice cara t or bar will add d a a nonostalgic touch as will taking guests’ coats 

and pursses as thhey arrrrivivee.

111 . THERE’S S NOO PLACE LLIKIKE E HOHOMEME F FOROR TTHE HOLIDAYS
Anottheherr top trtrend fofor r hoholilidday entertaiaininingng leans toward rustic. Old crates, muted 

bebeiiges, grays anndd whw ititeses for linen, stickss aandn  pinecones are simplisstic accents to 

promote a feeststivive e yet cocomfortable backkdrdropop for a kickback holiday party. Toss in a 

faux-furr throwow ruug and pili lows for a cababinineesquque e feel. Serve guests smoked turkey 

anand crcrafaft bebeer ffrorom m tht e tap inn f froroststy y mumugsgs. PlP ayay u up p a a fireplace mantel with stacks 

ofof fraagrg ana t woodod. A A seseasasononalal b bererryry p pieie aandnd ss’m’mororese  stat tion for dessert will do nice-

lyly a accccommpapaninieded w witi h h a a cocozyzy fifirere aandnd claassssicic hholiddayay mmovie.

1212. . TWWELELFTFTH H NINIGHGHT T OOF CHRRISTMASS
GeGet t ouout t ofof t thehe b boxox this holiday y aand inintoto R Rebebececcaca Klemmm’ss intntereracactitivev  DVD titled 

“Thehe 12 Notetes s ofo  CChristmasas,”,” f feaeatuturiringng a a m masashuhup p ofof SShahakekespspeaearere’s’s “ “TwTwelfth Night” 

and the song “ThThe TwT elveve D Dayays s ofof Christmas” ” (N(NumumbebersrsAlAlivive.e.ororg)g). DuDuriringng e eacach 

of the connectedd videos,s, g gueueststs s ofof aall ages will leaearnrn a aboboutut i insnstrtrumumenentsts, , hoholilidaday y 

celebrations and food fromm aarorounund d ththe e woworlrld.d. E Eacach h epepisisodode e opopenens s anand d clclososeses wwitith h 

a curtain to remind all ofof S Shahakekespspeaearere a as s a a mamaststerer p plalaywywririghght.t.
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ChChriristmas trees are symbols of the holiday season and the spirit oof f gigivivingng 

ththat thehe s eaeasos n champions. Choosing and decorating a Christmmasas t tree isis aa  

traditioon n foor mmany families, and depending on the trees they chohoosose,e  fammilies 

mamammm y y haaveve ssome e wow rk to do to keep their trees glowing all seasson loongg.

ArArA titifificicialal C Chrhrisistmtmass trees require little, if any, maintenance. BuBut lilivve CChrrisistmtmasas 

trtrt eeees,s, w whihichch somome e pepeopo le ffeee l are more authentic and welcocomim ngng t thahann tht eeir 

arartitifificial couuntntere paartrts, requiu re daily maintenance. In addittioionn toto s supplplyiyingng t thehe 

trtreeee w witi h water at least oncnce per day, live Christmas tree ownerers s can n tatakeke t thhesese 

ststepeps s toto prolong the liffe of their trees.

PrP oto ecct t the tree on thhe waw y y homee. YoY ur tree mighht be vulnenerarabble e to ddamamagagee 

as you transport it fromm t thehe f fararm m toto yyouo r living room.. Unwrappppeded t treeses p plalaceced d

atop vehicles s caan be ddririeded ooutt b byy ththe e wiw nd. Prevennt wind dammagagee byby wrarapp--

ping the tree e if y youo  p plalan to pplacee i it t atatopop your vehicle. IIf f popossibblele, lalay y ththe e trtreeee in 

the bed of a picickukup p trt uck annd close ththee cover overr t thee b bed. . IfIf y youou d donon’tt h havave e 

access to a pipickckuppp t ruck bbut cann usesesese a a m minivan or SUSUV V toto transnspoportrt y youour r trtreeee, , 

see if ttheehehe t t treree e fififififitststtt  iinsnsidde e yoyoyoyoouru  vvehehe iclee. . IfIff i it doesn’n’t,t, w wraraap p iti  tighttlyly in a blblanankeket t oror 

aanototheher fffoformrm oof f ff cocovever,r, mmakakining g gggg suurere tt tthehehehe c cccovovvoverer w wonon’t’t’  b bloow w off in the wind wwhehen ff

yoyooyy u u hhihih t t ththt e e opopenen rroaoadd.

HHaHaHaHavevvee t thehehehe t trer e cuuuut t befofff re yyyyouooo  ttakake e itit o off ttttthehehehehe l loto . IfIf y yyouou typpicicalally purchhasa e yoy ur ff

trtrreeee f rom m a flflorororrisissst t t orooo  tree lot instead d ofof a aaa t t  reree eee fafafafarrmrm, , ththttt ene  remember to askk thehe 

seselller to recut t the stemem of the tree befforororore e you tatatatakekek  i it t home. Tree farm mm trees 

are freshlh y cut, butut trees solold awawayay f frorom m ththe e faf rmrm mmigightht h havave e bebeeen cchooppppeded 

down weeeeksks bbefe ore thhey aare ultltimimatatele y sosoldd. Duriringg thehe iinnterervaval l bebetwtweeeen n bee-

ing cucut dodown andd s solld,d, ttreeeses’ vavasccular systetems cann cclog anand d prprevevent t ththe e trtreeee 

fromm ggettingn  the wwattere  it neneededs toto survive ttheh  seaasos n. A frereshh c cutu  oof the e ststeme  

unu clclogo s tht e e sys stem aandnd e ensnsururese  the tree wiwill be able to coconsn umume e wawateter.r.

AvAvoio d d plplaca ing g ththe e trtreeee n neaearr heheaters or draafty windowws.s  Mananyy pepeopoplele kknonow 

thata  pllacingn  a live trtreeee nneaear r a a popotetentn iaialllly y hot heating veventn  ppososeses a fifirere h hazazarrd. 

Buut doinngg sos  also cacann drdry y ououtt tht e trt eee, , dedecreasing the chancnceses i it t willll m makake e itit 

through h ththe e seasonn. Placiningg ththe tree neaar r drd afty windoows alslso o cacann drdry out t ththe 

tree, so tryy to findd aa spot inin your hoomme wwiti h h a a coconsistent tempeeraratuturere..

Water the e tree oftenn. ChChristmas trt ees neeeded l loto s of water to mamakee iitt ththroougugh 

tht e season. You u mamay y nonotiticee t thehe w wataterer i in n ththee trreee stand disappeeara ss quickly 

whwhen yyou firsst brriningg ththe e trtreeee hhomomee. T Thahat’t’s s bebeccause freshly cut t trtrees will cono --

susumeme mmoro e waw teterr than treeeses t thahat t wwerere ccutu  several weeks agogo. AsAs ttheh  seasoon n 

goess on anand d tht ee tree’s vasscuulalar r sysysttemem bbege inns to clog,g  you mightht nnotot n neeeed d toto 

wawateter r tht e tree aas s much as yoyou u dididd whwhenen yyou first brrought it home. But cheheckck 

ththe e trtreee’s water staandnd ttwiwicee p perer dayy wwhehen you first bring it home, refilling the

ststanandd with wwater whenever necessarary.y.

A few tricks of the trtrade e cacan n heelp hhololidi ay celebrants maintain lush, awe-in-

spiring Christtmamas trees ththrorougughohoutut tthehe h holo iday season.
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ThThe e holiday season is a time for families to gather and express thheieir r loloveve 

aand d appprprececiaiation for one another. Exchanging gifts has become e a a bbig g papartt o off 

the holilidaday y seseasa on, and while such a tradition is well-intentioneded, gigiftf -givving

anaaaannuualllyly prroduuceces substantial amounts of waste.

FoFoF odod p plalaysys a a bbigig r olo e at many holiday celebrations, and unneeateenn ffoodod coon-

trtribibututeses h heaeavivilyly t to o thhe e exe cesss  waste during the holiday seassonon. . TiTimeme m magagaazine

rererr poports that aan n ese tiimam teted 1.1.3 billion tons of food, or abooutut o onene-t-thih rd oof f glglobobalal 

prprododucuction, is lost or wastet d d each year. The United States alonene wwasstetess 3434 

mimillllioion n tons of food aannn ually, andn  a a cono siderable amount of thhatat wwasastete iis s prroo-

dud ceced d duuring the holidayay sseaasos n.

Food is not the only tthihingng w wasasteted d duduring the holiddayay season.n. E Eveveryryththining g 

from packagiingg to gigiftft w wrarap p too t thehe n numumber of giftss purchc asedd ccanan ccono trribibutute e 

to excess holilidaday y wawastste.e

As big a problblemem aas holidad y waaaste e hahas beecome, ththerre e are e seseveveraral l sisimpmplele 

ways to reduducicinng hhhholidayyy wastee.

•• MMaMakeke aa l lisst t anand ddd sts icick k tottott i it.t. R Retetettetaiaileleersrs aa a arereere v v v vererrery y gogog ododd aat t upupsselling and gettiningg 

pepeep oopoplele t to o pupurcrcrcr hhhahasese i itetemsmsss tthehey y dodo n nnnotototottot nnneeeeeeedd d duduringg the holiday sseae son. Stick 

tototototo a a a s sshohooopppppp ing g listststs  for ffffood d oro  ooththerer s supu plplplpplieieieieiess fofor ththee e hholidaday y ses ason aandn  bbe-

yoyond. DoDo notototot bb bbe eee tttet mpted to buy mmororeee e ththanananna  ii i iss s neneeeecececcc sss ary.

•• SScale back tthhe menenu.u  If you typically y yy hahahh vev  lotttts s s ofof l lefe tovers after the hholidayy, ,

you’rereeee llikikelellly y y y ovovovovererereresesesestttimmating jususst tt how mumummm chch peoeoeooplplple e wiw ll eatttt. . . LeLLeLL ararn frfrom pasa t 

exee pepeririienenenencececee a a a andndndnd ccccooooooook kkk leleeesssssssss this year. IfIfIfIf y y y yyououo h havave e aa a a lololoot ofofof lefeffeftotototot veveversrssrsrs, , , sesend guessts s

hohh memee w wwitititth hhh ththththeieieieir r rr owowowownn n n plplattttes insteeeeeadadada  oooofffff lelelellettttining g gg ththt ememm p pilile upuupp i iiin n ththe eee rerefrfrigigeera-

ttor annd d spspoioioioio liliingngngng. . AnAnAnAnd d kkeep in mind thahaaattt leleleleftftff ovvo errerr f f ooooooodd dd cacacacacan alwawaww ysys b be e dod nateed d

too neae rbrby y fofoododd b bbbanannanksksksks annd homomomomeless shshshshelelelelttetet rsrsrss.

• Reuse whatteveveevererr y yyouo  c caaan. DiDiDiDiliiiigegeeentnnn lyyyyy cc c ccolollel ct aaandndndndd s ssstorereere hh hhololoo ididaayy wrappingsg  anddd 

trimmim ngs ththththhat a arer  in n n n ggoggg od conditionnn aandndndndnd p p p putututuu tt thehehemm m ttotoo uuusese againn andn  again. 

Gift bbaggs ananaand d boboxexexx ss s arare ee e eeaeee silyyyy r  eueuuusesed.d.d. O OOncn e mam terials have ppasaaaa sed their r

prp ime, aatttt ememe pttptt t t t to o rereeeepupupupurpprppooosose e ananana d d dd rerrerecyccycyclc e ththem beforrre discarding thehem.

• Compmpppososoo tt t t fofoof ododod sscrcrapapapps.s.s.ss  E E E Eggggggshellsss, , cocococ ffffffffffeeee  grooundsd  and vegetable peels canan b be e

pupp t toto u uuusee i inn ththththe ee gagagagag rdrdrddrdenenenene  w wwwhehehehhen nnn compm osted.

• GiGivevee a aan n eexxpepp riencee r ratatattthehh r r ththana  “sttuuffffff.” When gifting, think aaboboutut g givivining g ffff

expepeririene ceees ss raaaththththereee  thahhh n trttt adittioionannn l gifts.s. E Expx erieences may incncluludede t tripsps tto o a a 

museumum o oor r titickckckketetets s s totoo a a cccono certrt o orr aa plplayay. . SuSuchh g giftss w ill makeke foor memmororabablele  

experienceess anand,d, b bbececaua se eexxperiencceses a are nott p pacackkageed, wwiill l hehelpp cutut b bacack k 

on holiday wasa tete..
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ApA prp ececiaiattion

Atmospspheherere

Boxiingng DDayay

Candndn leles
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Childrenn
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Coookokingg
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DeD ssert
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Feast
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Kitchen

KwKwananzazaaa

MuM sic

NeN w YeYearars s DaDayy

PaPartrtyy

PrPrese ents

ShSharariningg

Socialize

Songngss

SuSurprpririsese

ThThanankfkfulul
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