
Guests to the building will be greeted in the grand lobby. A 
spiral stair connects visitors to the city model, auditorium, 

store, exhibits, and library.

CADE 

The central diagrid structure visually connects the spaces and 
draws attention to the city model in the lower  level.

The structure touches all spaces, and even occasionally 
intrudes on events within programmatic zones.

Previously, a defunct parking lot, this new urban park would 
offer a small oasis for urban pedestrians. An accessible ramp 
peals up and slices through the building to the south facade.

A central diagrid atrium offers ever-changing views, access to light and air, and 
structural support.

The building as an object stands out as a jem which defies the opaque rectilinearity 
of its neighbors.

Education comes from the collection of thought, 
exchange of ideas and exposure to the environ-
ment that surrounds. The proposed structure 
houses and blends program in a way that facili-
tates serendipitous interactions.

The building is set back off the street and ris-
es up from a plaza creating gathering spot for 
visitors. Pedestrians are given priority through 
a floating exterior path which begins in a new 
urban park, gains elevation through switch backs  
and cuts through the building to the south plaza. 
This strategy breaks the relentless Chicago grid, 
offers a moments of discovery, and firmly roots 
the building in its context - with two attractive 
entry sequences.

The central atrium in a direct nod to the Chicago 
Style Office building, offers light and air to the 
majority of spaces in building. It also is central 
to the structure, beginning at the lower exhibi-
tion space, the diagrid twists up, touching every 
space. The lower level, ground and second level 
offer public meeting and exhibition space for the 
CAF and CTBUH. Visitors are free to move about 
and explore the spaces on these levels via a cir-
cular connecting stair. A glass skylight separates 
but does not sever the interior with the exterior as 
the guest is visually lead up through the building 
to upper function and studio spaces within the 
meandering cyclone atrium . The meandering self 
supportive diagrid allows the floor plates to be 
column free and flexible as studio spaces for a 
variety of teaching experiences. Break out spaces 
for seating and group gatherings and locker for 
personal storage mix to form interactive space. 
A plane where exchange of thought between 
students is encouraged . The compact 15 story 
glass building is a laboratory and presentation 
space for the objects and people within as well 
as a manifestation and embodiment of an edu-
cation. The naked structure expressive and raw 
within its setting for all to gaze upon.

A partitionless event space offers 
360 views of the city from the top 
floor of the building. 

School and youth program circu-
lation spaces hug the diagrid.

Studio spaces are programed 
adjacent to traditional 

classrooms.

Lockers, lounges, and circulation 
spaces are designed to offer 

informal learning opportunities.

High-tech projection technologies 
will be used to offer the best 

learning environment

The urban garden, culinary 
department, and cafeteria all share 
a floor, opening the opportunity for 
cross-programming

Varied dining opportunities 
break the standard of one 

massive cafeteria
The atrium stays open to air until it reaches 
the gymnasium level, then it a glass film 
encloses the spaces below

As one approaches the bottom of the 
building the city model becomes more and 
more central.

A pedestrian bridge crosses the alley and 
unfolds into a lush public park.

The docent lounge and library offers a 
quieter zone for study, while still being 
directly accessible from the street.

A fully equipped gymnasium and 
stage is broken up by the diagrid 

atrium. 

School and Youth program admin 
occupy a half-floor floating above 

the cafeteria. 

Students are encouraged to engage 
with the programming and exhibits 

put on the CAF and CTBUH

The top floor can be used for 
fundraising, awards ceremonies, 

and dining. 

The external walk connects curious 
pedestrians with the exhibit spaces.

The facade is broken up by a wide ramp which doubles as a social location for 
students and an entry to the exhibit spaces. It continues through the building 

across the alley and lands in a public park. 


