
 

 

 

For more than 10 years, Friends of the Chicago River’s Planning Committee—a multi-disciplinary 

group of planning, consulting, engineering, academic, legal and policy professionals concerned with 

river-sensitive design and planning—has provided suggestions and improvements for a number of 

riverfront development proposals throughout the Chicago River watershed. For river’s edge 

developments seeking plan approval from the City of Chicago’s Department of Planning and 

Development, the Planning Committee serves as an official public comment. 

Beyond the immediate duties of the Planning Committee, the members also host the Chicago River 

Blue design awards for projects that best exemplify Friends’ mission of making the Chicago River a 

great metropolitan waterway. Past winners include the Chicago Riverwalk, the Horner Park 

Ecological Restoration project, the Joy Garden at Northside College Preparatory High School and 

the boathouse at Ping Tom Memorial Park. 

Members 

Jackie Loewe 

Sheridan Park Consulting 

Planning Committee Chair 

Jackie Loewe has chaired the Planning Committee and served on Friends’ Executive Board for over 

ten years. As a founding partner of Sheridan Park Consulting, Ms. Loewe brings a wealth of 

management consulting experience to the Committee, particularly in the fields of architecture, 

engineering and construction. 

John Bosco 

A lifelong Chicago resident that views the river as a second shoreline, John Bosco has consulted and 

collaborated on a number of public infrastructure projects. Mr. Bosco’s experience includes work 

with the U.S. Coast Guard and Army Corps of Engineers on invasive species, as well as managing 

the Kingsbury Yacht Club. He holds LEED AP certification, and strives to integrate these 

environmental principles into river’s edge developments.  

Cathy Breitenbach 

Chicago Park District 

Cathy Breitenbach currently serves as the Director of Cultural and Natural Resources for the 

Chicago Park District. The Park District is responsible for 8,200 acres of public space across a 

number of landscapes and interactive features. Ms. Bretenbach also curates the Park District’s arts, 

culture and nature programming, and uses this expertise to activate sites along the Chicago River. 

 



 

 

 

Grant Crowley 

Crowley’s Yacht Yard 

Grant Crowley opened Crowley’s Yacht Yard in 1978 on the South Branch of the Chicago River. 

The business has since grown and moved to the shores of the Calumet River. An historian of boats 

and the river, Mr. Crowley also serves on the board of the Chicago Maritime Museum located on the 

shores of Bubbly Creek. 

Adam Flickinger 

Solomon Cordwell Buenz 

Adam Flickinger is a planner for the firm Solomon Cordwell Buenz, and has served on the Planning 
Committee for five years. Mr. Flickinger has extensive experience in urban design, community 
planning and architectural design. He has utilized his strong design skills to influence a diverse body 
of work ranging from large international master planning efforts to renderings of Chicago River 
developments. 
 
Tom Honn 

Tom Honn has spent 45 years working in the field of safety and health. Assignments have included 

Director of Safety and Health for the University of Illinois and Chicago Public Schools, Director of 

Education and Technical Services for the American Society of Safety Engineers. Mr. Honn holds 

degrees in Industrial Technology and Occupational Safety and has held the designation of Certified 

Safety Professional since 1978. 

Petra Hurtado, PhD 

Urban Breezes 

Petra Hurtado is an urban sustainability expert with a PhD in Urban and Regional Planning and 

founder of the research collaborative Urban Breezes (www.urbanbreezes.com). Dr. Hurtado brings 

over ten years of professional experience in sustainability, construction, design, and the urban 

environment. Dr. Hurtado has conducted extensive research of major urban waterways, lending a 

global perspective to the Planning Committee.  

Hidetaro Kashima 

Structured Development 

Hidetaro “Hide” Kashima is a Senior Program director for Structered Development. Mr. Kashima 

has worked in the real estate industry for 17 years and brings experience in the retail, multi-family, 

single-family, office and hospitality sectors. An avid fisherman, Mr. Kashima uses his knowledge of 

the river and real estate to enhance river’s edge developments.  



 

 

 

Kelly Murphy 

Hoerr Schaudt 

 

Kelly Murphy is a licensed landscape architect and educator. Her design work and teaching focuses 

on urban ecology and the process of visualizing ideas from concept to implementation. She is 

passionate about urban water systems and the ability of interdisciplinary partnerships to create 

impact along them. As an associate at Hoerr Schaudt Landscape Architects, her design projects 

synthesize urban infrastructure with ecologically focused habitats. Murphy holds a BSLA from The 

Ohio State University’s Knowlton School of Architecture and a post-professional MLA from 

Harvard’s Graduate School of Design. 

Greg Osborne 

Epstein 

Greg Osborne is Epstein’s vice president and director of civil engineering. He has over 20 years of 

civil engineering design experience and, at Epstein, is responsible for directing the firm’s site 

development, transportation and infrastructure engineering services. In this role, Greg has led the 

engineering design for Epstein’s numerous significant Chicago River developments, projects that 

include Wolf Point, 150 N. Riverside, River Point as well as the upcoming Riverview Bridge. 

Tom Petermann 

Erickson Engineering Associates 

Tom Petermann works as a project manager focusing on stormwater management solutions, utility 

infrastructure, and sustainable site design. As an experienced civil engineer, Mr. Petermann has 

contributed sustainable stormwater designs to a number of projects throughout the Chicagoland 

area. 

Tricia Marino Ruffolo 

Ehlers 

Tricia Marino Ruffolo has over twenty years of economic development experience specializing in 

economic incentive programs and Tax Increment Financing (TIF).  She currently works as an 

Economic Development Advisor with Ehlers and Associates.   Tricia brings a unique public/private 

perspective from having worked on both sides, as a consultant, and as a former municipal employee 

for the City of Chicago. 

 

 



 

 

 

Stephen Schuster 

Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella 

Stephen Schuster is an associate and member of Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella’s Real Estate, 

Corporate, and Energy and Sustainability practice groups. Mr. Schuster focuses his practice in the 

areas of commercial and industrial leasing and development, land use zoning, and construction. He 

advises the planning committee on aspects of riparian law, zoning, and real estate.  

Jonathan Smith 

The Lakota Group 

Jonathan Smith is a landscape architect for the Lakota Group. Mr. Smith is responsible for clientele 

in the commercial and municipal design sectors including schools, parks, playgrounds, and urban 

gardens among other projects. He contributes his unique knowledge of native plants and restoration 

to the revitalization of the Chicago River’s banks. 

Richard Whitney 

FitzGerald Associates 

Richard Whitney leads FitzGerald Associates’ hospitality practice, favoring adaption and 

rehabilitation to breathe new life into a number of hotels, conference centers, and restaurants. Mr. 

Whitney’s skills and knowledge have contributed to the success of award-winning residential, 

commercial, and hotel projects such as the Chicago Housing Authority’s Madden-Wells Public 

Housing complex 

Please contact Andrew Donakowski at adonakowski@chicagoriver.org with any questions or comments 

regarding the Friends of the Chicago River Planning Committee 


