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Speakers at the 2018 Chicago River Summit, from left to right: Emily Franc,
Anacostia Riverkeeper; Tim Hoellein, associate professor of biology, Loyola University 
Chicago; Adam Lindquist, director, Healthy Harbor Initiative, Waterfront Partnership
of Baltimore; Mary Crowley, founder and executive director, Ocean Voyages Institute; 
David St. Pierre, executive director, MWRD; and Margaret Frisbie, executive director, 
Friends of the Chicago River.

Summit Signals the End of Trash in Our Waterways
plastics and trash in waterways.  
Noting an alarming rise in plastic 
production and the corresponding 
proportion of plastic waste, Hoellein 
said about 92 percent of plastic
“that was ever produced still exists
somewhere, in some form.” Plastic 
waste has a damaging, cumulative
effect on ecosystems: small fish
ingest microplastics and are, in
turn, ingested by larger predators.

Microplastics were found in 90 
percent of the fish Hoellein sampled 
from Lake Michigan and its
tributary rivers, with larger
concentrations found in predators. 
“Plastic pollution comes from a
vast array of sources and is
composed of a wide diversity of
material types,”  he said. “Solutions 
to plastic pollution will also come
in a multitude of different forms
and approaches. It’s a time to
be creative.”

Mary Crowley, who has spent
decades traveling the open seas as 
the founder and executive director
of Ocean Voyages Institute,
expanded on the problem. “Marine 
debris at sea is often overlooked or 
underestimated because it’s unseen. 

The Chicago River system is cleaner 
than it has been in generations.
Despite that fact, there is still an 
inordinate amount of garbage in the 
river, which is both dangerous to 
wildlife and repellent to the people 
who live in and visit Chicago. 

How can we get rid of this
unwanted junk? 

To answer that, Friends convened 
the 2018 Chicago River Summit. 
Entitled Ending the Waste Stream: 

Pathways to a Garbage-Free Chicago 
River, this unique event brought 
together advocates and innovators 
from across the continent to share 
knowledge about what is being done 
to try to end the trash trouble.
The event had a global focus, with 
experts weighing on in plastics in
our oceans, lakes, and rivers. 

Local aquatic ecologist Tim
Hoellein, an associate professor
of biology at Loyola University
Chicago, began with a lesson on 



                                                                             
   

   
   

   
   

   
          WADING IN

The news from the White House 
couldn’t be grimmer. Protective 
rules and regulations are being 
tossed aside without a care for the 
people and wildlife that will suffer. 
Financial gain appears to be
winning over environmental
health. Facts are being replaced 
with fiction.

Yet locally the energy is high and 
the work we have done, and are
doing, can’t be undone with a 
stroke of a pen or a 140-character
missive sent out in the dark
of night. 

The Chicago River system is
getting healthier all the time.
The people who live and work here 
aren’t going to stand for anything 
less than a fishable/swimmable
waterway flowing through the 
hearts of their communities.

Fishable means that native fish
are reproducing successfully and 
swimmable means that we can 
swim—and we have reached the 
point where we are discussing
not “if we can swim” but “why
can’t we swim?” 

Responses from recent surveys 
show that support for ecological
improvement is on the rise as
people start to understand that 
wildlife populations can increase 
both in the biodiversity of species 
and the number individuals if we 
invest in our natural landscapes. 
Once we’re there, the sightings of 
eagles, osprey, and turtles will no 
longer need to be headline news. 

Friends continues to work on
many fronts to make these changes 
happen. Our priorities remain 
finding an end to sewage and 
stormwater pollution, meeting and 
exceeding water quality standards, 
building habitat and restoring 
habitat and engaging people in the 
river’s care both on the individual 
and institution level.

This year we focused the Chicago 
River Summit on river trash and 
learned just how much trouble
we are in with plastics in our
waterways but many creative and 
wonderful ways (including some 
with googly eyes) to address the 
scourge. We all must stop
employing single-use plastics
at home, at work, through
government rules and regulations, 
and in every single way!

At Friends of the Chicago River it 
is our job to keep the momentum 
moving. When we hit a benchmark 
for improvement we set a higher 
one. When we finish a restoration 
project we start a new one. Our job 
is to dream big, act strong, do well 
and bring everyone along for
the ride

Thank you for being a part of the 
adventure. We need you and we 
thank you for being a Friend of
the Chicago River.

Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director
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Friends of the Chicago River is sad to share the news that former
board member David Solzman passed away unexpectedly in
February. David was the author of The Chicago River, the
definitive work on the river system for which he had a rich and 
genuine passion. He was a most remarkable person who was 
wonderful fun and lived every minute with enthusiasm. He was a 
geographer, a professor, a naturalist, a musician, a photographer, 
a teacher, a mentor, and a friend of the Chicago River. 

For many years David ran the Chicago Circle Tour, taking people 
on the always-sold-out river trip from the main stem down the 
South Branch and the Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal, then back 
east along the Cal-Sag, Little Cal, Calumet River and up through 
Lake Michigan. The trip took eight hours and he knew so much 
about history, geography, Chicago and the Chicago River that he 
could talk and entertain the whole time.

David was on Friends’ board from 1992 until 2013.
A service will be held in May.

Losing a Friend
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In March the Forest Preserves of Cook County Board
of Commissioners recognized Friends’ decades-long
efforts working with the district to improve the
Chicago River system and the forest preserves through 
which it flows.
 
A board resolution, which was sponsored by Board 
President Toni Preckwinkle, cited Friends’ policy
initiatives to improve water quality and animal habitat
in and along the river as well as the our education and 
outreach programs. 

Author and board member David Solzman welcomes 
Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley at the inaugural
Big Fish Ball in 2006.

Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President (far left) and
Arnold Randall, Forest Preserves of Cook County (far right)
present Friends’ staff with a resolution naming us as an
“Exemplary Partner.”

Forest Preserves Cite Friends as “Exemplary Partner”
The resolution noted Friends’ recent restoration
of 100 acres of nesting habitat for turtles and the
installation of five osprey nesting platforms and six bat 
maternity colonies which will increase the reproductive 
success of all of these species. 

In 2017 alone, Friends contributed tens of thousands 
of dollars, staff time, volunteer labor, programming and 
materials to improve the health of the river system in 
the forest preserves through which the river flows.
The Forest Preserves are the largest land owner in
Cook County and presents tremendous opportunity for
improving the health of the river and adjacent lands.
 
“Friends of the Chicago River has been an exemplary 
partner to the Forest Preserves for decades, sharing 
knowledge, expertise, time and energy to enhance the 
ecological health of the preserves and to inspire people 
of all ages to become advocates for nature,” the
proclamation read.
 
Margaret Frisbie, Friends’ executive director,
conservation programs specialist Maggie Jones, and 
John Quail, our director of watershed planning,
received the award.
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Capitalizing on the massive changes proposed along the 
North Branch under the City of Chicago’s new North 
Branch Framework Plan, Friends of the Chicago River 
and a group of architects, designers, and planners have 
developed concepts for 24 acres of new open space that 
would provide in-stream habitat, restore the riverbank, 
and create space for people from all over the city to play 
and enjoy the river.

The North Branch Park & Nature Preserve is designed 
to augment the open space presented in the framework 
plan and complement Sterling Bay’s massive Lincoln 
Yards development. The plan envisions a signature park
located within the former Planned Manufacturing
District footprint. The plan deftly illustrates how
adjacent environmentally-challenged and underutilized 
parcels can be assembled and transitioned into an
amenity that elevates value for Lincoln Yards, serves 
Chicago residents, and enhances the ecology of the 
Chicago River.

Students meet a Bumese python up close and personal during 
the 2018 Student Congress.

Big Plans for Park and Nature Preserve in the City
First released in March 2018, the plan has plenty of
supporters already. The editorial boards of the Chicago 
Tribune and the Chicago Sun-Times have both written 
ringing endorsements and a growing coalition of
environmental, recreation, design, and neighborhood 
groups have signed on the project.

To learn more about the park and preserve and lend 
your support, visit www.northbranchparkpreserve.org.

Friends’annual Chicago River Student Congress got
a big boost this year from all the great partners who
attended. Held at Taft High School, the Student
Congress included 317 students and 22 teachers from
29 schools with a total attendance of 447 including
parents and all of our program partners.

Partners Make the Student Congress a Success
This event is designed to provide the opportunity for 
students from across the watershed to learn from each 
other and feel the connection the river provides.
Commissioner Josina Morita from the Metropolitan 
Water Reclamation District was an inspiring keynote 
speaker and Shelby Riha from Maine East High School 
was honored as our educator of the year. 

Workshops and displays were presented by students 
from many schools including Amundsen, Curie, Loyola 
Academy, and Maine East (who brought live fruit bats 
and a skunk). College students from Northeastern
Illinois University and The School of the Art Institute 
and professionals from The Geographic Society of
Chicago (who brought a 20-foot diameter inflatable 
globe), the Forest Preserves of Cook County, and the 
Chicago Park District gave students other perspectives 
as well. Jim Galeno’s Reptile Road Show (featuring a 
live monitor lizard and Burmese python) was a big hit 
during the closing ceremony.

Please save the date and join us at next year’s
Chicago River Student Congress on March 2, 2019,
at Von Steuben Metro Science Center.
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Story continued from page 1

You don’t know until you see it for 
yourself just how much garbage has 
been collected,” Crowley said.

One of the most visible and creative 
projects is Mr. Trash Wheel, which
is managed by the Waterfront
Partnership of Baltimore. The 
googly-eyed device, equipped with a 
14-foot steel wheel powered by river 
currents, essentially binge eats trash, 
and has gobbled up some 1.5
million pounds of garbage since
its May 2014 launch. “Too many 
streams were carrying trash into the
Baltimore Harbor and Chesapeake 
Bay. In order to elevate the profile 

of the harbor and recognize it as an 
economic and recreational asset, we 
set out on a mission to clean it up,” 
said Adam Lindquist, director of the 
Waterfront Partnership’s Healthy 
Harbor Initiative. This project is
certainly doing its job to remove 
trash from the harbor, while also 
raising the profile of the work and 
what needs to be done.      

In the greater Chicago region,
David St. Pierre, executive director 
of the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District, touted the 
effectiveness of the recently opened 
McCook Quarry. Holding some 3.5 
billion gallons of water, the quarry 

helps prevent the release of dirty rain 
water and sewage into waterways 
including the Chicago River system. 
He also said the district’s skimmer 
boats pick up 180 cubic yards of 
debris each year.

In fall 2016 Friends of the Chicago 
River launched its own litter
removal pilot project, “Litter
Free North Shore Channel”
(#LoseTheLitter). This sucessful 
project has brought together an 
ever-growing group of communities 
along the North Shore Channel for 
education and volunteer activism 
including a strong partnership with 
the City of Evanston.

Friends launched the Litter Free North Shore Channel campaign in the fall of 2016 
and held its first public litter removal event (#LoseTheLitter) on Earth Day 2017 with 
the help of our volunteer canoe guides who collected boats-full of plastic bottles, plastic 
bags, beer cans, and other trash from this eight mile reach of the Chicago River system.

“The North Shore Channel was the 
perfect place to start our pilot litter 
campaign,” said Joanne So Young 
Dill, Friends’ director of strategic 
initiatives, “because it directly
complements our efforts to improve 
the channel through the installation 
of 250 channel catfish nesting
cavities in 2014/2015 and the 4,500 
native aquatic water willow and
lizard’s tail we installed in 2017.” 
The habitat improvement projects 
and the Litter Free campaign help 
to increase fish populations, improve

overall biodiversity, and beautify the riverbanks. According to Dill, the top five items 
typically found in rivers are cigarette butts, plastic bottles and caps, food packaging,
plastic bags, and aluminum cans as well as the hard to see but increasingly-present
microplastics which come from larger plastic items when they break down.

Since the program’s launch, Friends has been working non-stop holding monthly litter pick up events with
incredible partners and volunteers including Canal Shores Golf Course, the City of Evanston, Evanston Ecology 
Center, Evanston Habitat, Evanston Tree Keepers, Friends of Ladd Arboretum, and the Shedd Aquarium. “The 
North Shore Channel has so much potential,” continued Dill, “but to truly address the garbage issue, we knew we 
needed to get communities aware and involved.”

Losing the Litter Locally

Friends invites everyone to get involved in our 
#LoseTheLitter efforts either on your own or 
within your community by choosing to:

1. Limit your use of single use plastics.
2. Organize a river clean-up with your friends, 

school, or neighborhood group, or sign up 
for a clean-up with us.

3. Join us on Chicago River Day on May 12. 
4. Learn more about recycling with the

National River Cleanup recycling guide. Evanston Mayor Stephen H. 
Hagerty and Ald. Robin Sue 
Simmons take a paddle with 
residents, curious citizens 
who want to learn more 
about Friends’ restoration 
and litter free initiatives
happening in their backyard.
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You are invited to Friends of the Chicago River’s

26th Annual Chicago River Day
#ChiRiverDay2018

Saturday, May 12, 2018, 9 a.m. to 12 noon

Friends wants to thank our sponsors for making
the 2018 Chicago River Day possible:

PRESENTED
BY

LEAD SPONSOR

STREAM
SPONSORS

MARSH
SPONSORS

TRIBUTARY SPONSORS

Monarch butterfly
Danaus plexippus

Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.mooloco.com

Sign up TODAY to
celebrate a cleaner river.

Sign up TODAY to volunteer,
to care for our local waterway
and to spruce it up for spring.

For a list of sites or to volunteer,
please visit www.chicagoriver.org/

get-involved/volunteer/chicago-river-day
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For 26 years, Friends has
organized Chicago River Day, our

annual volunteer work day, to celebrate and
care for the Chicago River system. This important 
river is the heart of our communities. It provides
critical habitat for wildlife including fish, mink, 
turtles, fish, thousands of birds and butterflies while 
also serving as a wonderful recreational resource for 
the people who live here or visit.

This year Friends is celebrating our work to
improve native landscapes adjacent to the river by 
highlighting the monarch butterfly, Illinois’ beautiful 
state insect that relies on milkweed for successful
reproduction (see page 9). Restoring prairies,
creating rain gardens, and removing invasive plants 
help the monarch while improving habitat for all our 
native fauna and increasing stormwater infiltration 
which reduces erosion and runoff pollution.

Though there’s been great progress made in
improving the health of the river, it still needs our 
help. Be a friend of the river and volunteer with us 
to #LoseTheLitter that fouls its banks and adjacent 
habitat. Litter is not just an eye sore, it is dangerous 
to wildlife. The creatures are unable to digest small 
pieces of plastic they mistakenly eat. Wildlife can
die when plastic they’ve swallowed blocks their
digestive systems. 

But you can help. Sign up at one of over 60 locations 
to pick up litter and improve river-species habitat. 
Look for on-the-water sites on the Chicago River 
Day map if you’d like to help out from a canoe or 
kayak. All volunteers receive a free Friends of the
Chicago River T-shirt as a thank you gift.

Students from Lane Tech test the amount of dissolved oxygen 
in the river to see if it meets water quality standards necessary 
to make the water healthy enough for fish.

Friends Provides Great
Opportunity for Teens
Friends recently partnered with Chicago’s Lane
Tech College Prep High School on a river-related 
service-learning project involving water quality
testing—the scale of which set a precedent for science 
education and student engagement. Over four days 29 
separate classes (nearly 900 students) walked from the 
school to the WMS boathouse in Clark Park to test 
the river water. The students were specifically focused 
on dissolved oxygen levels, phosphate and nitrate
nutrient loads, and turbidity.

“Friends has supported many schools in river projects,  
but never before on this scale,” said Mark Hauser, 
Friends’ ecology outreach manager who assisted Lane 
Tech’s chemistry teachers in this project. “It was
invigorating to see so many students engaged as
citizen scientists whose efforts will help us better
understand the river.”

“Water quality testing of the river was a good way
to incorporate a learning project and the curriculum 
for our students,” said Leah Roskin, a Lane Tech
chemistry teacher. Department chair Jeffrey Blatt said 
that partnering with Friends “provided our students 
with the opportunity to learn about the health of the
Chicago River beyond the walls of our building.”



 

Keep an eye out for Friends’ new microsite
ChicagoWaterFun.com where you will be able
to find out all you need to know about on-the-water
recreation along the Chicago River system and
Chicago’s beaches and when it is a good idea to get out 
on or in the water. Our local water resources provide 
wonderful opportunities for canoeing, kayaking,
fishing, rowing, swimming, boating or just hanging out 
and Friends wants to make sure people take advantage.

ChicagoWaterFun.com will launch on Earth Day
with basic safety and boater information but ultimately 
visitors will be able to:

• Find out when there are beach closures or CSOs.*
• Locate water trail maps and access points.
• Learn about water quality and on-the-water safety.
• Discover what you can do to make the river and 

cleaner and safer for everyone.

In the Fall 2016 River Reporter, Friends 
shared the news that we provided a suite
of new monitoring equipment to wildlife
biologists from the Forest Preserves of
Cook County to track turtle movement in 
one of our target turtle restoration areas. 
Biologists trapped turtles and outfitted
them with the tracking devices.

A year and a half later we are thrilled to 
share with you this map. It shows that
common snapping turtles, painted turtles, 
and red-eared sliders (the white dots) used 
the area (outlined in black and white stripes) 
that we cleared of invasive buckthorn and 
other ground light-diminishing flora in 
2017. Buckthorn and other damaging plants 
block out sunlight that turtle eggs need to 
hatch which forces turtles to nest in limited 
areas, making them vulnerable to predators 
such as raccoons, skunks and opossums.

This year Friends has cleared an additional 
20.6 acres just south of this parcel and we 
look forward to the turtles accessing the 
expanded area in the coming seasons.

Turtle Trackers on Track in the Forest Preserves

In the meantime, check out Overflow Action Days at 
https://bit.ly/2Ebjbnw and find out what you can do at 
home and work to help make the Chicago River system 
and Lake Michigan better for people and wildlife.

* When rain overwhelms our sewer system it can cause
a combined sewer overflow (CSO) which is harmful to 
people and wildlife.

8

Chicago Water Fun!
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        RIFFLES & CURRENTS

river LIFEriver LIFE
A monarch’s life is one of great activity, travel, and
transformation. It starts as an egg, which adult
butterflies lay on milkweed plants, the preferred food 
of monarch caterpillars. After four days the egg hatches 
and a caterpillar emerges. After two weeks of non-stop 
eating, the caterpillar forms a shell-like chrysalis. Over 
the next two weeks it transforms into an adult monarch 
butterfly and emerges. If the monarch emerges in
summer it will live several weeks and lay more eggs. If it 
emerges in the fall it will migrate south. This migratory 
generation may live up to seven months.

Widely admired, monarch butterflies have wings that 
are a colorful orange with black veins and their black 
wing margins feature two rows of small white spots. 
Their wingspan ranges from 3.5 to 4.0 inches. Adults
exhibit sexual dimorphism, meaning the males are 
slightly larger than females. They also have a black 
“spot” of scales on each hindwing. The monarch has
six legs like all insects, but uses only its middle legs
and hindlegs to walk. Monarchs are foul tasting and 
poisonous due to the presence of toxins in their bodies, 
which the caterpillars get from feeding on milkweed. 
Predators such as birds learn to avoid them.

Monarch flight has been described as “slow and sailing” 
with individuals attaining speeds of approximately five 
mph. By comparison, the average human jogs at a rate 
of 6 to 8 mph. Each year, monarch butterflies migrate a 

long way (up to 1,500 miles) to parts of Mexico, Florida, 
and California. So long, in fact, that the butterflies that 
fly south in the fall are not the same ones who return 
the next year. It requires three generations of monarchs 
to complete their epic journey. 

Due to the loss of prairie habitat (that was widespread 
across the Chicago region) monarch numbers are 
declining. Studies show that the number of monarchs 
overwintering in Mexico demonstrates a long-term 
downward trend.

Planting common milkweed in your yard is a great way 
to help these butterflies. You should also provide wet 
rocks and soil for butterflies to puddle. Puddling
provides butterflies with water and necessary minerals.

Monarch butterfly
Danaus plexippus

Illustration
by Jen Pagnini

www.mooloco.com

LAKE COUNTY HONORED FOR 
SALT APPROACH

The Lake County Division of
Transportation’s environmentally 
sensitive approach to snow and ice 
control has been recognized by the 
American Public Works Association.
The department’s efforts include 
participating in an annual workshop to 
teach municipalities and private snow 
removal contractors new ways to use 
road salt that reduce environmental 
impacts. LCDOT also works with the 
Lake County Health Department to 
provide real-time river monitoring of 
chloride levels downstream from its 
maintenance yard. LCOT recently 

completed a project aimed at reducing
salt runoff from its Libertyville campus
into nearby Bull Creek. Their new 
filtration basin was built with soil 
specially-engineered to attract and 
cling to chlorides, containing them on 
the property rather than running into
Bull Creek. 

CHICAGO SIGNS ON
ASIAN CARP EFFORTS

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s
office has signed on to support a $275 
million federal plan to stop Asian carp 
from using Chicago-area waterways to 
reach Lake Michigan, the Associated 
Press reported. That effort by the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers includes 
electric fish barriers, water jets, and 
noisemakers at the Brandon Road 
Lock and Dam near Joliet. 

Meanwhile, a proposal to repel Asian 
carp with “stinging, noisy bubbles” 
was awarded the $200,000 first prize 
in a contest sponsored by the state of 
Michigan. Edem Tsikata, a software 
consultant, was named the winner of 
the Great Lakes Invasive Carp
Challenge. Tsikata said the bubble 
wall could complement the electric 
barrier system on the Chicago
Sanitary and Ship Canal. He estimated 
the cost of bubble system would be 
about $2 million.
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THE OTTER SOCIETY

The Otter Society is Friends’ giving
society and recognizes individuals,
businesses, and foundations that 
contribute $1,500 annually to the General 
Operating Fund or the Voice for the River 
Endowment. Chicago River Legacy 
members, who are thoughtfully providing 
for Friends in their estate plans, are also 
recognized as Otter Society members.

Mike Alber
Anonymous
Kenneth M. Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Atrium Landscapes
Cinda Axley
Judith Bassoul
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Craig and Kate Coit
Carolyn Eleanore Damon
     Family Foundation
Entertainment Cruises
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin
Sally Fletcher
Flood Brothers
Margaret Frisbie
Norm Goldring
Paul and Kerri Hagy
Tom and Barbara Honn
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Lawrence and Denise Kaplan
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Jonathan Lehman and Zachary Huelsing
David and Maria Loew
Thomas McGuire
Michael and Kim Moran
Barbara Morse-Quinn and Barry Quinn
Hank and Wendy Paulson/
     Bobolink Foundation
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
Riverside Investment &
     Development Company
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Richard Wilson
David Wong
The Wrigley Building

Voice for the River Endowment Fund

Kenneth M. Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
David Wong

Chicago River Legacy Society

Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Carolyn Eleanore Damon
     Family Foundation
Sally Fletcher

 HIGH
Water Marks
From membership to River Action Days to the rental of the McCormick
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum, your contribution supports the
Chicago River system. Friends is grateful for your generous support.
Thank you to all those listed below who made contributions of $250
and above from December 16, 2017, through March 23, 2018.

Friends of the Chicago River is a proud member of

Margaret Frisbie
David Wong

INDIVIDuaLS

$5,000 and above
Anonymous
Judith Bassoul
The Crown Family
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Lawrence and Denise Kaplan
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Hank and Wendy Paulson

$2,500-$4,999
The Fletcher Family
Sally Fletcher
David and Maria Loew
Sven and Julie Sykes

$1,000-$2,499
Mike Alber
Anonymous
Kenneth M. Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Cinda Axley
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Marjorie Brownstein
Craig and Kate Coit
Peter Foreman-Sirius Fund
Norm Goldring
Paul and Kerri Hagy
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Jeffrey Knipmeyer/Nottage and Ward
Jonathan Lehman and Zachary Huelsing
Thomas McGuire
Michael and Kim Moran
Barbara Morse-Quinn and Barry Quinn
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
Richard Wilson
David Wong

$500-$999
Roger Beck
Claire Halpin
Debbie and David Hrobon
Howard Isenberg
Thomas M. Jones
David Reynolds and
     Stacy French Reynolds
William A. Spence
Larry Suffredin
Laurene von Klan and Sarah Kilpatrick
Jim Weil

$250-$499
Karen Alber and Mike Santoro
Lee and Lori Alber
Geoffrey Baer and Amelia Kohm
Michal and Jacob Boyars
John and Toni Burt
John P. Daley
Margaret Frisbie and Matt Binns

Nancy L. Gajewski
Meredith C. George
Linda and Leo Gordon
Gil Herman
Mary and Rob Khoury
Lois L. Morrison and Justin Daab
Paul and Sarah Ozinga
Tom Petermann
Stephen Schlegel
Jeffrey and Nikki Sriver
Patrick D. Thompson
Gintaras and Gloria Vaisnys
Jeff Wasil

FOuNDaTIONS, CORPORaTIONS, 
aND OThERS

$10,000 and above
Adrian Smith + Gordon Gill Architecture
Anonymous
Aon Foundation
Carolyn Eleanore Damon
     Family Foundation
Exelon
MillerCoors
Peoples Gas
Wrigley Company Foundation

$3,500-$9,999
ARCO/Murray
Elite Staffing
Executive Construction
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Metropolitan Planning Council/
     Chicago Community Trust
Ogden Avenue Materials
Riverside Investment &
     Development Company
Saul Ewing Arnstein& Lehr LLP
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Site Design Group, Ltd.
Subaru of America Foundation, Inc.

$1,000-$3,499
Anonymous
Atrium Landscapes
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Dixon Enterprise
Entertainment Cruises
Flood Brothers
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Leo Burnett Company
     Charitable Foundation
The Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Schulze and Burch Biscuit Co.
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
The Wrigley Building

$250-$999
American Canoe Association
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.
Earth Share of Illinois
Elastec
Essanay Studio & Lighting Co., Inc.
Fuzzy Math, LLC
Global Water Technology
Godspeed Chicago Tours
HESNI - Healthcare Engineers
     Society of Northern Illinois
Prassas Landscape Studio LLC
Red Frog Events
Sims Metal Management Midwest

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Wolff Landscape Architecture, Inc.

GOVERNMENT aGENCIES

Chicago Park District
Friends of the Forest Preserves/
     Chi-Cal Rivers Fund
Lake County Stormwater Management
     Commission
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

IN-KIND

Amazing Chicago’s Funhouse Maze
American Writers Museum
The Annoyance Theatre & Bar
Bare It All Pet Foods
Belmont Yacht Club
The Blackstone Hotel
Bulldog Tours
The Center for Birds of Prey
Chestnut Mountain Resort
Chicago Beer Experience
Chicago Elevated
Chicago History Museum
Chicago Sailing
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Chicago White Sox
Cooked
Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restaurants
Crystal Lake Cave
Eataly Chicago
Ed Paschke Art Center
Entertainment Cruises
The Field Museum
Fiske Planetarium
Fleet Landing Restaurant & Bar
Hotel Boulderado
Hotel EMC2
Hotel Lincoln
The iO Theater
Journeyman Distillery
Kohl Children’s Museum
KOVAL
Lake Geneva Cruise Line
Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria
The Morton Arboretum
Napolita
Northlight Theatre
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
Pinot’s Palette - West Loop
Eamon A. Rago
Revolution Brewing Co.
Rockford Symphony Orchestra
Shake Shack
Six Point Pet
Southwest Airlines
Split-Rail
Stuart-Rogers Photography
Sutton Studios
Temperance Beer Company
Timeline Theatre Company
Tortoise Supper Club
Waldorf Astoria Chicago
Winter’s Jazz Club

We apologize if any names have been 
omitted, misspelled, or otherwise 
incorrectly listed.  Please contact us at 
friends@chicagoriver.org so that we
can correct our records.
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   ...................YES! I want to support the Chicago River’s recovery and renaissance! .......................................

By becoming a member, you are making a strong statement that you want a healthier river for 
people, plants, and animals. We encourage you to participate in our many activities and to invite 
others to join. Gift memberships are also available.

$1,500+   The Otter Society                            $100      Blanding’s Turtle / Business
$1,000     Wild Mink                 $75        Tiger Salamander / Family
$500        Great Horned Owl                $35        Chorus Frog / Individual
$250        Yellow-headed Blackbird                $10        Prairie Dropseed / Volunteer,
$156        Black-crowned Night Heron                                                Teacher, or Student

        $____________________    I/we wish to only make a donation at this time.

Many employers will match your membership and annual donations. Contact your employer’s
Human Resources department today to find out if they have a matching gift program.

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________

For recognition purposes,
please list my name or company as ___________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________

Preferred phone _____________________________  Email _____________________________________

My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.

Charge my credit card (circle one)     American Express     Discover     MasterCard     Visa
Yes, please charge the 3% credit card transaction fee to my card so that 100% of my
membership/donation goes to Friends.

Card # ____________________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________

Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

I/we wish to be anonymous. Please do not list my/our name. 

I am curious about:              volunteering               sponsorship               planned giving

Please DO NOT add me to your email communications list.

Your generous support directly impacts Friends’
efforts to improve the Chicago River’s health and 
vitality in three important ways: education and
outreach; on-the-ground programs; and public 
policy and planning. 

Members at the $35 level and above receive:
•	 Free general admission plus discounts on bridge lift, 

tour tickets, and merchandise  at our McCormick 
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum,

•	 Discounts on our canoe trips,
•	 A subscription to The River Reporter newsletter, 
•	 Volunteer bulletins, email alerts, and other

opportunities for hands-on involvement,
•	 Invitations to special events such as Chicago River 

Day, Big Fish Ball, and Summer Cruise, and
•	 Listing in Friends’ Annual Report.

Business members of $100 and above, as well as 
individual/household members of $250 and above, 
receive additional benefits.

Otter Society members represent Friends’ most
important philanthropic partnership. In appreciation 
of their generous support, they enjoy unique
benefits at three levels of giving. To learn more 
about how you can participate as an individual, 
household, or business, please contact
kolsenclark@chicagoriver.org or
call (312) 939-0490, ext. 19.

Interested in joining our monthly giving club?
Support Friends year-round through automatic 
monthly contributions as small as $10 per month. 
Contact membership at friends@chicagoriver.org
or call (312) 939-0490, ext. 10.

Friends of the Chicago River is a nonprofit, 501(c)
(3) organization. Please send this form and payment 
to: Friends of the Chicago River at 411 South Wells 
Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607, or join online 
at www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/membership.

Jammin’ With Jane
Sunday, April 22, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Columbia College bowling fundraiser benefiting 
Friends. RSVP to jcanepa@colum.edu

Chicago River Photo Bomb
Friday, April 27, promptly at 12:15 p.m.
on the Riverwalk between Clark and LaSalle.

Chicago River Day
Saturday, May 12, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
www.chicagoriver.org/chicago-river-day/

Bridgehouse Museum Opening
Saturday, May 12, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Free admission.

Volunteer Wildlife Monitor Training
for Bats, Osprey, and Turtles
Thursday May 17, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 19, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
RSVP to mhauser@chicagoriver.org

Big Fish Ball
Tuesday, June 5, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
at The Westin Chicago River North, followed by Shoreline
Sightseeing After-Party Cruise from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Chicago River Blue award Winners announced
Tuesday, June 5 at the Big Fish Ball.

Summer Cruise Benefit for the Bridgehouse Museum
Wednesday, June 27. Contact jcoles@chicagoriver.org

Paddle the Chicago River With Friends
You’re invited to join us for a trip this year.
www.chicagoriver.org/events/

Wish List
Computer / Laptop (x2) PC or Apple, Shop Vacuum, 
Mop / Cleaning Supplies, Energy Efficient Space Heaters,
Go-Pro Camera, B&W Printer, and Art Supplies.



                                                                        
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                     BE A FRIEND OF THE CHICAGO RIVER!
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                           Visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.        Membership opportunities on page eleven.
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“Keep the River Clean” Photobomb - April 27 at 12:15p.m.

The Chicago River Photobomb returns to the Riverwalk on April 27. Show 
your love for the river and get your picture taken with us! The shutter snaps 
promptly at 12:15 p.m. at the River Theater on the south side of the river 
between the Clark and LaSalle. Come early or stay later for the music, food, 
free tree saplings, and boat rides. 

Friends Helps New Leaders Grow, Get Involved
Join the Tributary Committee, a group of enthusiastic and passionate
emerging leaders committed to helping make the Chicago River one of
the greatest metropolitan rivers in the world!

Benefits to You as a Tributary Committee member
•	Hands-on	volunteer	opportunities	to	connect	and	

serve with others.
•	Invitations	to	networking	events	with	community	

leaders and leadership development opportunities.
•	Email	updates	providing	insight	on	our	community	

and the results of your river investment.
•	Company	and	community	recognition.

For more information,
contact tributary@chicagoriver.org

Position Yourself and Our River for Success
•	Your	membership	at	the	Black-Crowned	Night	Heron	Level	

($156 total or $13 per month payment option) is an
investment—combined with other Tributary members—and 
leveraged to make the greatest possible impact in improving 
and protecting the river.

•	Find	personal	and	professional	growth	while	making	a
meaningful impact in the health of the river and
habitat restoration.

•	Help	improve	and	protect	the	Chicago	River	system	for
our generation.


