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Friends Honors Volunteers with 2017 River Commitment Awards 

 

Chicago– Each year, Friends recognizes partners, stakeholders, and volunteers that help 

us achieve our vision of making the Chicago River one of the world’s greatest 

metropolitan rivers with its annual River Commitment Awards.  On October 18, 

2017, we held our annual meeting and honored this year's most inspiring partners with 

the following awards:  the River Champion—awarded for going above and beyond the 

call of duty on behalf of their organization; Spirit of the River—for extraordinary efforts 

that embody the spirit of the river, and Volunteer of the Year—awarded to an exemplary 

volunteer who exceeds all expectations helping the river.  

 

2017 River Commitment Award Honorees: 

 

River Champion Award 
Michael Borgstrom (President, Wendella Sightseeing)  

for his leadership and support of Friends’ many projects including Overflow Action 

Days, Annual Summer Cruise, Chicago River Day, and The Big Jump 

 

Spirit of the River  
President Mariyana Spyropoulos (Metropolitan Water Reclamation District)  

for her leadership in overseeing major water quality initiatives which include the 

installation of disinfection technology and the innovative phosphorous recovery program  

 

Spirit of the River 
Commissioner Debra Shore (Metropolitan Water Reclamation District) 

for her steadfast commitment to protecting the environment and partnering with Friends 

to implement water quality improvements 

 

Spirit of the River  
Commissioner Josina Morita (Metropolitan Water Reclamation District)  

for her enthusiasm to promote the health of the river and bring together partners from 

every level of government to commit to a cleaner, safer, and more vibrant Chicago River 
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Volunteer of the Year  
Heather Gustafson (Volunteer extraordinaire)  

for devoting her time and energy leading workdays through our Centennial Volunteer 

program and adding fun to so many of Friends’ events throughout the year 

 

Congratulations to this year's honorees. We're grateful for all that you do to keep the 

Chicago River system and local wildlife thriving and healthy, and we’re excited to see 

what you accomplish next. 

  

Founded in 1979, Friends of the Chicago River is an award winning nonprofit 

organization whose mission is to improve and protect the Chicago River for people, 

plants, and animals. With over 6,000 members, volunteers, and online advocates, Friends 

works to make the river greener and more accessible, while building awareness of the 

benefits that a clean, healthy river can bring to communities across the watershed. 

Friends of the Chicago River is working to make the Chicago River one of the world’s 

greatest metropolitan rivers. For more information on Friends of the Chicago River, 

please visit our website: www.chicagoriver.org. 
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