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“The Turtles Responded Magnificently”
In 2014, Friends’ executive director,
Margaret Frisbie, met with senior
biologists at the Forest Preserves
of Cook County (FPCC) to explore
species-specific habitat projects
that could be installed along the
Chicago and Calumet river system.
The goal was to assist native wildlife
that would benefit from relatively
simple interventions that address
lost and degraded habitat while
capitalizing on the improvements

After the initial clearing of the turtle
nesting areas, crews return to conduct
invasive resprout control.

already occurring in water quality,
structure, and food sources
throughout the system. What
emerged was a regional plan that
would focus on reproductive
assistance for bats, ospreys, and
turtles spread across river-edge
forest preserves, north and south.
The habitat work for bats and
osprey was pretty straight forward,
consisting of constructing large
maternity colonies for bats which
help with breeding success and
installing 80-foot nesting platforms
for ospreys to replace the dead trees
that once would have lined the
waterways. The turtle habitat work
was more nebulous. Rather than
building a particular structure, what
turtles along the Chicago River
system have needed was space.
Turtles can’t nest just anywhere.
They need a spot in full sunlight
where the soil is loose enough to dig
a hole. Due to the limited availability
of suitable river-edge habitat because
of the advance of invasive species
like buckthorn which overshadow
and eliminate native plants, turtles
are frequently reduced to nesting
along roadways and trails. Not only
are females then vulnerable to being

crushed by hikers, bikers, riders, or
motorists, but as they are forced to
nest in the same place year after year,
and predators like raccoons, skunks,
and opossums become familiar with
their routine. This leaves the eggs
extremely vulnerable to predation.
Predators will even stake out nesting
spots in advance and eat the eggs as
soon as they are laid. The density of
these predators in Cook County is
the highest in the state.
Creating additional habitat for
turtles to nest without the threat
of constant predation is paramount
to the survival of turtles along the
river. “When Chris Anchor, the
senior biologist at the FPCC
communicated this need to Friends,
we were able to secure resources to
clear out huge tracts of buckthorn
along the river system,” said Frisbie.
“And the work not only helps turtles
but has ancillary benefits for other
wildlife and stormwater retention as
well.” In the first year of the project,
Friends cleared 10 acres. During the
second; it was 30. By the time the
project is completed in 2017, Friends
will have cleared more than 75 acres
of prime turtle habitat across five
different river-edge sites.
Story continued on page 5...
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WADING IN

e is David St. Pierre.
The diver abov

Splash!
On August 27, 2016, David St.
Pierre, the executive director of the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District (MWRD), the agency in
charge of our sewers and stormwater,
and the biggest discharger to our
waterways, jumped into the Little
Calumet downstream of the Calumet
sewage treatment plant to prove
that he believes the water they’re
discharging is clean enough
for swimming.
St. Pierre’s jump, inspired by Steve
Buchtel, executive director of Trails
for Illinois, who jumped in with him
(to benefit the Cal-Sag Trail), marks
a moment in history that should
be celebrated with brass bands
and confetti.
Two thousand and sixteen is the
first year that the MWRD is
operating new disinfection
equipment to remove harmful
bacteria from their discharges to
the river. Lack of disinfection was
one of the main reasons that
swimming was a bad idea. David
felt safe because genomic testing
by Argonne National Laboratory is
showing that disinfection is working
and harmful bacteria that can make
people sick are not being found in
the water. Their report is due out
in October.
While the jumpers on August 27
demonstrated that swimming is
possible, technically speaking there
are no official swimming spots and
factors like boat traffic, combined
sewer overflows, and stormwater
runoff must be still considered.
Yet at Friends we are cheering
because we know that people have
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been swimming in the river system
for years—and now it is protected
by law. USEPA and the State of
Illinois have approved new water
quality rules that protect the right
to swim and Friends is committed
to plans that will get people in the
water closer to 2020 than 2030.
Our goal is to make swimming
safe and sustainable by:

STAFF & BOARD
The River Reporter is published by
Friends of the Chicago River, located at
411 South Wells St., Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60607
Phone: (312) 939-0490
E-mail: friends@chicagoriver.org
Web site: www.chicagoriver.org
Our mission is to improve and
protect the Chicago River system
for people, plants, and animals.

• Working with government agencies
to establish real-time water quality
information so users can check
water quality when they want to
fish, paddle, row or swim,

Our vision is to make the Chicago River one
of the world’s greatest metropolitan rivers.

• Developing a water recreation
master plan that includes dedicated
swimming and wading areas
protected from motor boats
and barges,

Vice President
Cy H. Griffith

• Coordinating special swimming
events to promote river swimming,
• Limiting stormwater pollution to the
river which can be as toxic as sewage,
• Bringing an end to combined sewer
overflows, and
• Vastly increasing the amount of trash
that is removed from the rivers.

Since 1979 Friends has been at the
forefront of the river’s renaissance
and recovery, and today is no
different. Friends will continue to
push to get people in, on, and along
the water and while for some people
swimming might take a big leap of
faith just like David’s, if we all work
together we know we will make a
big splash!
Margaret Frisbie
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Making Rivers Great
August 17 marked the date of the release of Our Great
Rivers, a collaboration between Friends of the Chicago
River, the Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC), the
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP),
and the City of Chicago that is intended to establish a
collective vision for how to capitalize on and improve
the 35 plus miles of river that flow through city limits.
They include the portions of Chicago/Calumet system
and some of the Des Plaines River as well.

rivers’ improvement.” In the coming months Friends
will work with the City of Chicago, MPC, CMAP,
and other partners figure out how to prioritize and
implement the ideas set forth in the plan.

The Chicago-based plan, which had input from 6,000
Chicagoans and Friends’ key partners including Chicago
Park District, Forest Preserves of Cook County, and
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District, lays out
concepts intended to ensure the rivers are all “inviting,
productive, and alive.” Many parts of the report mirror
Friends’ strategic plan and are founded on our 37 years
of progress and existing projects and programs for the
full 156 mile Chicago/Calumet River system.
“Our Great Rives is a terrific addition to our tool kit,”
said Margaret Frisbie, Friends’ executive director.
“Like the Clean Water Act and the new aquatic life
and recreation use standards approved within the last
five years, it will help build support for and bring
resources to Friends’ ongoing efforts and these

Friends’ executive director, Margaret Frisbie, celebrates the
massive progress the rivers have seen already and soon to
be swimming.

McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum
Celebrates its 10th Anniversary

Visitors to the Bridgehouse Museum got to taste Asian carp as
part of our 10th anniversary festivities.

The McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River
Museum began its 10th anniversary season with a full
schedule of events to celebrate a decade of bringing
the history of the Chicago River to the public. The
museum wrapped up its popular speaker series on
August 29, which included talks on river-edge
landscape architecture and green engineering to
aquatic biology. The Asian Carp Grill, 77 Beats
musical performance, and a 10th anniversary cake
cutting ceremony brought new opportunities to
collaborate, educate, and celebrate. The Bridgehouse
Museum continues to attract private events and will
host fall bridge lift viewings. The museum will also
take part in the Chicago Architecture Foundation’s
Open House Chicago, a free festival celebrating
architecture with behind the scenes access to over
200 buildings. Open House Chicago takes place on
October 15 and 16.
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Friends Welcomes New Directors
Friends of the Chicago River is thrilled to welcome three new directors to our board including Mike Alber, Paul
Hagy, and Lydia Kelley. Leaders in finance, management, and the law, the new board members join Friends’ already
active team of leaders and entrepreneurs who are dedicated to Friends’ mission and the river we serve. “I joined
Friends because I love our river and want to make it a bigger and better part of our lives,” said Hagy.

Mike Alber, Principal, MLA2
Advisory and Consulting.

Paul Hagy, senior vice president and
global corporate treasurer at Aon plc.

Lydia Kelley, partner and managing director of the
Chicago Office, McDermott Will & Emery LLP.

Friends’ board members come with a variety of perspectives and Alber is an avid boater and someone who
frequently gets to enjoy the Chicago River. “I was excited to join the Friends’ board when the opportunity presented
itself,” commented Alber. “I believe the health of the river is critical to the future of the economic strength of the
city and surrounding communities in addition to providing a unique recreational opportunity. The chance to give
back in a small way to something I care a good deal about was an easy call.”

Centennial Volunteers in Focus
The Centennial Volunteers partnership
between Friends of the Chicago River,
Friends of the Forest Preserves, the
Chicago Ornithological Society, The
Field Museum, and the Forest Preserves
of Cook County continues to host
weekend workdays at nine different sites
along the Chicago River system and
Friends invites you to join in. Friends
welcome volunteers of all ages, from all

Centennial Volunteer June Webb holds a
dragonfly while volunteering for Friends.

4

over the county, and will fully train you if you have no prior experience.
Just ask Ron Rodriguez, a Centennial Volunteer who commits his time
to Whistler Woods in the Calumet. “I got involved with Friends of
the Chicago River by being a co-site captain for Chicago River Day.
The Centennial Volunteer program is great and involves a very diverse
group of people.” Rodriguez has been working hard to recruit
volunteers to the Calumet area and said, “We want our workday groups
to be as diverse as plants in the forest preserves.” Rodriguez now leads
many workdays at Whistler Woods throughout the year.
Another Centennial Volunteer who has shown true commitment to the
program is June Webb. She enthused, “My first experience with Friends
of the Chicago River was learning how to canoe. I was hooked right
away! As a Centennial Volunteer, I also monitor wildlife by making
observations and collecting data on ospreys and bats.” Rodriguez and
Webb are active leaders in the Calumet area. Webb says, “The
Centennial Volunteer program makes it possible for the community to
be active participants in the restoration of sites along the Chicago and
Calumet Rivers. In addition, it provides new ways to enjoy
being outside.”
“We are inspired by our Centennial Volunteers,” added Sean Moloney,
Friends’ conservation program specialist. “And we look forward to
seeing new faces out there this year. Please contact me at smoloney@
chicagoriver.org to become a part of this amazing group of people.”

So Many Fish
To keep the 277,000 channel catfish that Friends and
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
released into the river system on their toes, in early
summer we freed 4,009 northern pike. The pike, which
were donated by IDNR as part of Friends’ Chi-Cal
Rivers Fund project to improve in-stream habitat in the
North Shore Channel, are predators that could grow
to over four feet long and will eat other fish as well as
frogs, crayfish, and the occasional bird or small mammal.
The North Shore Channel restoration project is the
next phase of Friends’ ongoing efforts to improve
habitat in the river. In addition to legal water quality
victories, in 2004 Friends opened the Fish Hotel to
international fanfare and it served as the genesis of
The Jetty on the Chicago Riverwalk. (It will open in
October.) More recently Friends has added channel
catfish nesting cavities, osprey nests, bat maternity
colonies, and restored hundreds of acres of river-edge
forest preserves including 40 so far with turtle
reproduction specifically in mind (see cover story).
Story continued from page 1
To test the success, Anchor used
a few transmitters leftover from
another wildlife project to tag turtles
at two of Friends’ restoration sites—
one on the North Branch and one in
the Calumet. Both of these sites had
seen turtles nest unsuccessfully in
previous years. In 2016, every turtle
that he tagged nested within those
two new habitat sites.
“The turtle habitat work that you’ve
funded has been received by the
turtles magnificently,” beamed
Anchor. “I was astounded by the
reaction with their acceptance.
Generally when you are doing this
work with wildlife, it never works
out this well,” Anchor continued.
“It is very, very unusual that wildlife
reacts the way you hope they will.
Obvious they’re in a really bad way,
since they found [the new habitat]
right away. It’s very rare that you do
something on this scale and see
success so quickly. It normally
takes much longer.”

Since 2014 Friends and IDNR have released 277,000 channel
catfish and 4,009 northern pike (pictured above) to complement
the ever-increasing and diversifying fish population
already present.

Friends’ planned aquatic improvements for the coming
year include planting over 4,000 native water willow and
lizard’s tail and launching a campaign to make the North
Shore Channel litter free. Call Sean Moloney at
(312) 939-0490, ext 18, and sign up to help.

“To hear such exuberant superlatives
from a scientist with over three
decades of experience speaks volumes
to the impact of this project,” said
Claire Snyder, conservation program
specialist at Friends and coordinator
of the effort. “Not only is that good
for turtles, but it’s also great for
informing groups in other urban
areas as to the possibilities of urban
habitat restoration. As the work
continues, we can expect many more
baby turtles in and along the Chicago
River.” Using Friends’ work as a
model, Anchor and the Forest
Preserves of Cook County plan to
initiate more turtle habitat projects
and continue to partner with Friends.

Snapping turtles like this one have been
tracked nesting in our habitat sites.
Photo by Marie Sutor.

Turtle
Trackers
Building on the success of the
Forest Preserves of Cook
County’s tracking efforts at
Friends’ turtle restoration sites,
Friends has ordered a suite of
new turtle monitoring
equipment. This fall and next
spring, FPCC biologists will
trap turtles and outfit them with
the tracking devices. Friends
and the FPCC be able to gather
important data on how turtles
are using our sites, which will
inform future restoration work.
These data will be augmented
by ongoing surveying work
by Friends’ volunteer wildlife
monitors, who are actively
sampling Friends’ sites to look
for visual evidence of turtles.
To become a volunteer wildlife
monitor, contact Sean Moloney
at smoloney@chicagoriver.org.
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Above photos (left to right):

Thank You for Being a Part of
Friends of the Chicago River’s
24th Annual Chicago River Day

You never know what you might find in the river!
These volunteers found a mess of cables that
could have led to injuries to our river wildlife.
A Chicago River Day volunteer happily removes
litter from our natural areas.
Volunteers collect debris from
a beautiful green bank
along the river.

This year’s Chicago River Day was another extraordinary day of
action and Friends would like to thank the more than 2,200
volunteers who worked together at over 60 sites along the Chicago River
system to restore river-edge trails and remove hundreds of garbage bags full
of litter and invasive vegetation.

By removing non-native plants and planting native plugs, volunteers open up
critical habitat for our river’s wildlife and mitigate stormwater that would otherwise end
up in the river. Native plants have deeper root systems to absorb stormwater, resulting
in less erosion along the riverbanks and fewer chemicals and sediment entering the water.

Osprey
Pandion haliaetus

Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com

New this year, Friends made an effort to remove cigarette waste. Partnering with Terracycle in their Cigarette
Waste Brigade program, Friends sent in all of the collected cigarette waste to be composted or melted into plastic to
create shipping pallets and other goods. Terracycle will donate $1 back to Friends for every pound of cigarette waste
collected. Cigarette waste is a local and a global problem.
Saturday, May 13, 2017, will mark the 25th anniversary of Chicago River Day. Save the date and get ready for a
huge celebration along the Chicago River!
Friends wishes to thank all of our 2016 Chicago River Day sponsors for making this day possible:

PRESENTING SPONSOR

WHITE ASH SPONSORS

QUAKING ASPEN SPONSORS
Cynthia Weglarz Rountree Fund

Burke, Warren, McKay, & Serritella

TRIBUTARY GRANTS AND SPONSORS
IL EPA Scale Grant

Lake County Stormwater Management Commission

We would also like to thank Barnaby’s, Cardno, Chicago River Canoe & Kayak, and
Divvy, for their generous in-kind donations.
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Sims Metal

MWH Global
Veritatis Advisors

Overflow Action Days: Act Now
Friends launched Overflow Action Days as a reminder that saving water at home, especially during rain events, can
help reduce sewage and pollution entering the river. Please join the countless others who have signed on to conserve
water and send in the Overflow Action Day Pledge form today: email jdill@chicagoriver.org or fax (312) 939-0931.
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River Stories: Youthful River Adventures Inspire a
Lifetime in Science
When Paul Fishman was kid in the 1940s and ’50s, he
spent his days messing around at the confluence of the
Upper North Branch and the North Shore Channel.
He and his friends played endlessly in the river, and
even created a boat once from an old cement mixing
tub with 2x4s for paddles.
Fishman’s childhood along in the river came to Friends’
attention when he emailed us this summer while he and
his wife were in town from Portland to attend their
Chicago Public High School reunions (Roosevelt and
Senn, respectively).

In the email Fishman attributed the river as the source
of his lifelong passion for science and successful career
working as an environmental consultant. The river
prompted him to create a small laboratory housed under
his family’s basement stairs. “I always had jars of critters
there,” he said. “I had snails, leeches, algae and aquatic
insects I collected from the North Branch. These things
fascinated me.” And they laid a foundation for what he
called “fascinating adventures in ecology” throughout
his lifetime. He said, “I owe it all to my boyhood playing
in and studying the Chicago River.”
A true inspiration for all us, Fishman concluded, “I just
wanted to share this with you and your staff because it
tells how the Chicago River influenced a young boy
and set him on a career path. I don’t have to tell you
the importance of urban rivers, and that urban
development should not turn its back on rivers, but
embrace them for their tremendous values.
Thank you all for your good work.”
You’re welcome, and thank you.
River Stories is an occasional account of someone whose life
intersects with the river.

Scientist Paul Fishman developed his passion for water and
the environment on the North Branch when he was a child.

Friends’ Chicago River Schools Network Turns 20
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“Nothing fosters a relationship with a
river and nature better then sticking your
hands in the mud, flipping a rock over,
or holding a crayfish for the first time,”
says Mark Hauser, Friends’ education
manager, when asked about his work
with students in the Chicago River
Schools Network (CRSN), Friends’
formal education program.

academically. It also influences their attitudes about science and nature.
Friends’ intent is for students to build relationships with the river and
set them on a path to be good stewards of their communities and of
their planet. Since 1996,
the CRSN has impacted
over 300,000 students who
have studied the Chicago
River, both out in nature
and in the classroom.

Developed in 1996 to engage students
and help them explore the natural world
and learn how they are connected to it,
through the CRSN Friends has been
partnering with teachers from Chicago
Public and other schools across the
watershed and by integrating the
Chicago River system into their
classrooms in ways that challenge them

Friends will celebrate the
CRSN’s 20th anniversary
with events this fall and at
the 20th annual Chicago
River Student Congress in
February 2017 at Taft High
School. Find out more by
contacting Mark Hauser at
mhauser@chicagoriver.org.

Students from Girls 4 Science study various
types of organisms found in the Chicago River
as part of the Chicago River Schools Network.

RIFFLES & CURRENTS
MWRD STARTS Nutrient Recovery
In May, the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
(MWRD) opened the world’s largest nutrient recovery
facility at its Stickney Wastewater Treatment Plant to
create a high-value fertilizer, marketed as Crystal
Green. Nutrients are a major source of water pollution
and excess phosphorus, for example, causes algae
to grow and bloom, creating toxic conditions that
destroy aquatic life and severely limit recreational
enjoyment of lakes and rivers. The MWRD’s nutrient
recovery facility will reduce its nutrient effluent load
to the Chicago/ Calumet river system and reduce its
impact on thehypoxia zone in the Gulf of Mexico.

Friends’ executive director, Margaret Frisbie (center), scoops
up Crystal Green, MWRD’s new fertilizer with Commissioners
Kari Steele, Mariyana Spyropoulos (president), Frank Avila,
and Barbara McGowan. Photo courtesy MWRD.

Millennium Reserve Incorporates
In July the four year old public-private partnership
known as the Millennium Reserve officially became
an independent 501(c)3 organization. Encompassing
the south Chicago lakeshore and Calumet region of
northeast Illinois including much of the Calumet River
system, the Reserve is collaboration between 96
government agencies, businesses, and community
groups who are working together to stimulate
economic growth in the region, restore and enhance
natural ecosystems, and improve the quality of life
of residents. Friends has been active in Millennium
Reserve since the beginning including conducting
restoration activities at Beaubien, Kickapoo, and
Whistler Woods and in the river nearby.

BECAUSE EVERYONE LOVES TREES
Congratulations to Openlands on the 25th anniversary
of TreeKeepers, their volunteer program which keeps
trees green and growing across the Chicago metro area.

river LIFE
Bald eagle
Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com

It’s nearly impossible to mistake an adult bald eagle
for a different bird. The large, brown bird of prey
with the distinct white head and tail is a cultural
fixture and a literal symbol of the United States of
America. That’s why, when Friends’ staff and
volunteer canoe guides were out on a trip at the
Skokie Lagoons last month, they knew instantly
what the circling shape in the sky was.
Seeking to get a closer look, Margaret Frisbie,
Friends’ executive director, peeled off from the group
in her kayak and searched the lagoons on her own.
She soon encountered the bird again, perched in a
tree, perhaps looking for some fish.
This isn’t the first sighting of a bald eagle along the
Chicago River system. Ryan Chew, owner of Chicago
River Canoe and Kayak, penned a guest “River Life”
article back in 2010 about a sighting of a pair of
eagles at the lagoons. Last year, Friends’ staff spotted
two bald eagles along the Little Calumet River while
making a documentary about catfish. Most exciting
of all, bald eagles successfully nested on Forest
Preserves of Cook County property in 2012.
While eagle sightings are not commonplace, they
are becoming more and more frequent along the
Chicago River system. The species suffered
declines due to hunting in the mid-1800s, and
populations plummeted in the 50s and 60s due to
unchecked pesticide use that weakened eggshells and
severely reduced births. Since DDT was banned,
eagle populations across the United States have been
recovering. We’re now seeing more and more eagles
along the Chicago River system.
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Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River recognizes the generous contributions and support
of members, donors, program participants and partners at $250 and above from
March 1, 2016, to August 23, 2016.

INDIVIDUALS
$5,000 and above
Judith Bassoul
Sally Fletcher
Lawrence and Denise Kaplan
$3,500 - $4,999
Craig and Kate Coit
Grant Crowley
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Mariyana Spyropoulos
Sven and Julie Sykes
$1,000 - $3,499
Mike Alber
Kenneth M. Arenberg and
Susanne Swisher
Cinda Axley
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Robert Carone
Stephen Elkins
Peter and Ginny Foreman
Elvis Garcia and Christopher Saale
Denice Gustin-Piazza and Dan Piazza
Farren Ionita
Jonathan Lehman and Zachary Huelsing
Jack O’Brien and Jennie O’Brien
Xavier Palacios and Cindy Chestaro
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
Connie and Ted Rigas
Mary Strickland
Norman and Kellie Siegel
$500 – $999
Karen Alber
Matt Cleaver
Le’Loni English and Gary Ponce
Thomas Fletcher
Simin Frazer
Cy and Maria Shay Griffith
John Haslett
Stacee Hasenbalg
Joseph Hoerner
Lydia Kelley
Tom Kokinakos
Daniel M. Loewenstein
Kim Olsen-Clark and Ian Clark
Patricia Armell and James Phillips
Clare Ranalli
David Reynolds and
Stacy French Reynolds
Debra Shore
Mary Southard
Ellen Stoner
Lisa Warshauer
Richard A. Wilson
$250 - $499
Anonymous
Lee and Lori Alber
Chuck and Marva Andrews
Karen Andsager
Bruce Bondy
Sara Buehler
Jeannine Colaco
Commissioner John P. Daley
Kristen Dolce
George Douglas
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David Fletcher
Gil Herman
Brent A. Hoffmann
David Jennings
Liz and Robert Johnigan
Thomas and Diane Judge
John Kallend
Marisa Kapinos
Martin J. and Susan B. Kozak
Jacqueline Loewe
John M. O’Connell
Colleen O’Leary
William and Jean O’Neill
Jennifer and Danny O’Shaughnessy
Michael Ring
Henrietta Saunders
Steve Saunders
Stephen Schlegel
Renee Schleicher
Jeanine Sheehan
Robert Sit
Commissioner Larry Suffredin
Louis (Skip) Weiss
Richard Whitney
R. Henry Zanarini
FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS,
AND OTHERS
$50,000 and above
The Crown Family
$25,000 - $49,999
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick
Family Foundation
Oberweiler Foundation
$10,000 -$24,999
Aon
Friends of the Forest Preserves
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
Ozinga Bros., Inc.
PepsiCo, Inc.
RBC Foundation
REI
Shoreline Sightseeing and Charters
Wrigley Company
$3,500 - $9,999
Arcadis
Avison Young
BMO Harris Bank
Beacon Capital Partners
The Boeing Company
Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella, P.C.
Chicago Botanic Garden
CNA
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
Foundation
Executive Construction Inc.
EY
Fletcher Group, LLC
HERE, a Nokia company
Hines
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Leo Burnett USA
MillerCoors
Nottage and Ward

Chicago Zoological Society
Chicago’s First Lady Cruises
Corner Bakery Cafe’
CPK
Crain’s Chicago Business
Grant Crowley
Enzo Custom
Fleur de lis Florist
Margaret Frisbie and Matt Binns
Hotel Julien Dubuque
IlGiardino del Dolce
Joffrey Ballet
$1,000 - $3,499
Thomas and Diane Judge
Anonymous
Kamehachi
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Lawrence and Denise Kaplan
Francis Beidler Foundation
Clark Construction Group - Chicago, LLC L. May Eatery
Lou Malnati’s
Earth Share of Illinois
Mario Tricoci Hair Salons & Day Spas
Eastland Disaster Historical Society
Patrick T. McBriarty
Entertainment Cruises
MillerCoors
Event - Connect Your Travel LLC
Odyssey Cruises
Gensler
Old Town School of Folk Music
Independence Junior High School
Kim Olsen-Clark and Ian Clark
International Association of Business
Patagonia Chicago
Communicators – Chicago
Daniel Patton
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC
ProArc Electrical Construction Company
Lincoln Clean Energy, LLC
Pure Barre Chicago River North
Lincoln Park Zoo
The Radler
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
The Redhead Piano Bar
McGaw YMCA Children’s Center
Rishi Tea
James McHugh Construction Co.
Shoreline Sightseeing and Charters
Mead Witter Foundation, Inc.
Solo Salon
MetLife Real Estate Investors
Todd Sones
MWH Global
David Sowa Photography
Openlands
Sullivan’s Steakhouse
Partners By Design
Tilted Kilt
PBG Financial Services Ltd.
Wao Bao
The PrivateBank
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc.
Site Design Group, Ltd.
The Standard Society
Chicago River Legacy Society
Structured Development, LLC
Weaver Consultants Group
Sally Fletcher
Christy Webber Landscapes
Margaret Frisbie
The Wrigley Building
David Wong
$250 - $999
Voice for the River Endowment
Associated Colleges of Illinois
Atomatic Mechanical Services, Inc.
Kenneth M. Arenberg and
Ross Barney Architects
Susanne Swisher
Cardno
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chicago Fair Trade
David Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan
Colorado College
Continental Electrical Construction
The Otter Society
Company
Continental Paper Grading
The Otter Society is Friends’ premier giving
Dixon Enterprise
society and recognizes individuals, businesses,
Evanston/Skokie School District 65
and foundations that contribute $1,500
Harborside Academy
annually to the General Operating Fund or the
Paul Hastings LLP
Voice for the River Endowment. Chicago River
Linn-Mathes Inc.
Legacy members, who are thoughtfully
The Pizzo Group
providing for Friends in their estate plans, are
Roosevelt University
also recognized as Otter Society members.
Sims Metal Management Midwest
Skender Foundation
Kenneth M. Arenberg and
SPACECO, Inc.
Susanne Swisher
The Telos Group LLC
Cinda Axley
Thornton Tomasetti, Inc.
Judith Bassoul
UC Davis - University of California
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Veritatis Advisors Inc.
Craig and Kate Coit
Entertainment Cruises
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
Sally Fletcher
Peter and Ginny Foreman
Forest Preserves of Cook County
Margaret Frisbie
Illinois Environmental Protection
Jonathan Lehman and Zachary Huelsing
Agency (IEPA)
Barbara Morse-Quinn and Barry Quinn
Chicago Park District
David Wong
The Wrigley Building
In-Kind
O’Briens Riverwalk Café
Related Midwest
Riverside Investment & Development
The Seabury Foundation
The Siragusa Foundation
Sterling Bay
Two North Riverside Plaza JV LP
Vibes Media LLC
Wight & Company
William Blair

Patricia Armell and James Phillips
Barnaby’s Restaurant
Best Imaging Solutions
Binny’s Beverage Depot
Boka Restaurant Group
Laura Burke
Cardno Native Plants Nursery
Chicago Department of Transportation
Chicago White Sox

We apologize if any names have been
omitted, misspelled, or otherwise incorrectly
listed. If you feel an error has been made in
presenting this honor roll, please contact
Kadeja Tyler at ktyler@chicagoriver.org so
that we can correct our records.

Help the River! Adopt a Cat!

YES! I want to adopt a
Chicago channel catfish!

Channel catfish would normally be found in abundance
throughout the Chicago River system but due to lack of
habitat their numbers are low. That is why Friends released
277,000 immature channel cats and installed 400 nesting cavities
at six locations throughout the Chicago and Little Calumet Rivers
for them to use to make more. As part of Friends’ groundbreaking
restoration projects, juvenile catfish are getting food, shelter, and
a healthy river environment that they can call home.

Your symbolic adoption of wildlife makes
our award winning, life-sustaining work
possible, helping channel catfish and other
species return to the Chicago River and
flourish! Donate online at
www.chicagoriver.org.

Help Friends continue to advocate for clean water and healthy
habitat by adopting a catfish for yourself. AND it also makes
a perfect gift. Adoption kits include a beautiful, personalized
certificate with a photo, a welcome
letter, catfish stickers, fact sheets
and more. Most importantly, your
adoption donation results in new
life and nature abounding.

Choose your adoption level (see the variety
of gifts you will receive online):
$1,250
$150

$650
$100

$325
$60

Your support goes even further with your
company’s matching gift program. Just
request and complete the employee section
of your company’s matching gift form, then
send it to Friends.

Channel catfish

Ictalurus punctatus
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YES! I want to support the Chica
Your generous support directly impacts Friends’
By becoming a member, you are making a strong statement that you want a healthier river for
people, plants, and animals. We encourage you to participate in our many activities and to invite
others to join. Gift memberships are also available.
$1,500+
$1,000
$500
$250
$156

The Otter Society
Wild Mink		
Great Horned Owl
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Black-crowned Night Heron

$____________________

$100
$75
$35
$10

Blanding’s Turtle / Business
Tiger Salamander / Family
Chorus Frog / Individual
Prairie Dropseed / Volunteer,
Teacher, or Student

I/we wish to only make a donation at this time.

Many employers will match your membership and annual donations. Contact your employer’s
Human Resources department today to find out if they have a matching gift program.
Name _________________________________________________________________________________
Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________
For recognition purposes, list my name or company as ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________
Preferred phone _____________________________ Email _____________________________________
My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.
Charge my credit card (circle one) American Express Discover MasterCard

Visa

Yes, please charge the 3% credit card transaction fee to my card so that 100% of my membership/donation goes to Friends.

Card # ____________________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________
Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
I/we wish to be anonymous. Please do not list my/our name.
I am curious about:
volunteering
sponsorship
Please DO NOT add me to your email communications list.

planned giving

efforts on improving the Chicago River’s health
and vitality in three important ways: education and
outreach; on-the-ground programs; and public
policy and planning.
Members at the $35 level and above receive:
• Free general admission plus discounts on bridge lift,
tour tickets, and merchandise at our McCormick
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum,
• Discounts on our canoe trips,
• A subscription to The River Reporter newsletter,
• Volunteer bulletins, email alerts, and other
opportunities for hands-on involvement,
• Invitations to special events such as Chicago River
Day, Big Fish Ball, and Summer Cruise, and
• Listing in Friends’ Annual Report.

Business members of $100 and above, as well as
individual/household members of $250 and above,
receive additional benefits.
Otter Society members represent Friends’ most
important philanthropic partnership. In appreciation
of their generous support, they enjoy unique
benefits at three levels of giving. To learn more
about how you can participate as an individual,
household, or business, please contact
kolsenclark@chicagoriver.org or
call (312) 939-0490, ext. 19.
Interested in joining our monthly giving club?
Support Friends year-round through automatic
monthly contributions as small as $10 per month.
Contact membership at friends@chicagoriver.org
or call (312) 939-0490, ext. 10.
Friends of the Chicago River is a nonprofit, 501(c)
(3) organization. Please send this form and payment
to: Friends of the Chicago River at 411 South Wells
Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607, or join online
at www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/membership.
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You’re Invited! Friends of the Chicago River’s Annual Meeting
Friends’ staff and Board of Directors cordially invite its members,
donors, and volunteers to attend the:
2016 Annual Meeting and Volunteer Appreciation Event
Wednesday, October 19, 2016, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Celebrate the river, learn about our programming and
accomplishments, and enjoy the camaraderie of everyone who
makes our work possible including members, volunteers, partners,
and Friends’ staff, and board.
Friends’ volunteer canoe guides have provided a
magical way to get to know the river for thousands
over the last 22 years.

The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper.
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RSVP today to Kadeja Tyler at (312) 939-0490, ext 10, or
ktyler@chicagoriver.org. The event will take place at a
convenience downtown Chicago location. Tasty food and drinks
will be served.

getting involved.
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oriver.org, for mo

www.chicag
Visit our website,

Membership opportunities on page eleven.

