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Rinse, Lather, Do Not Repeat
It surprises many people that
conserving water in the water-rich
Chicago River watershed can have
an important impact on our
environment. Yet, in fact, conserving
water can play an enormous role in
protecting our local rivers and, on
occasion, even Lake Michigan.
It all comes down to pipes. Every
day millions of gallons of water and
sewage from our homes and
commercial and industrial waste
flow through our sewer system for
treatment. The treated water is
then released into the Chicago River
system. When it rains, stormwater
is added to that volume, sometimes
to a level beyond the sewer system’s

Sewage and other pollutants are harmful
to people and wildlife.

capacity. The excess water,
or overflow, and whatever it
carries is released directly
into our rivers (see the
illustration “How Does the
System Works When It
Rains” on page 5). This
excess is called a combined
sewer overflow (CSO) and
includes many pollutants
including sewage and trash.

Photo courtesy of CNT/RainReady

STOP Sewage in
the Chicago River
Help STOP sewage in the river by:
• Signing up for Overflow Action Days
Alerts,
• Taking the Overflow Action Days
Pledge, and
• Following the tips found in “A Simple
Guide to Water Conservation”
Learn more at
www.chicagoriver.org/overflowaction/

In 1972, the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District
(MWRD) adopted the
Tunnel and Reservoir Plan (TARP
or Deep Tunnel) to address this
problem and improve the water
quality in our rivers, protect Lake
Michigan, and provide an outlet for
floodwaters. TARP construction
began in 1975 and today the 109
miles of tunnels and two reservoirs
which are complete have made a
very significant dent in the problem.
In 2017, the last reservoir,
McCook, will add 3.5 billion
gallons of storage, but TARP won’t
be totally finished until 2029. And
even with TARP complete, it may
still be inadequate in the face of
severe weather and increased
precipitation due to climate change.

Last year there were 41 CSOs and
MWRD research that shows that
as little as 0.3 inches of rain can
trigger one at any number of the
more than 300 outfalls that flow
directly into the Chicago River and
the Little Calumet. We need to act
collectively throughout the metro
area to keep water from entering the
water treatment system.
To reduce the number of CSOs,
Friends of the Chicago River is
launching Overflow Action Days to
remind the millions of people that
they are connected to our rivers
and that simple actions can reduce
their water input immensely.
Story continued on page 5...
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WADING IN
Unfinished Transformation
As Friends heads into our 38th year,
it is amazing to contemplate how
much the river has changed.

river-edge trail, boathouses,
corporate world headquarters and
the Chicago Riverwalk.

In 1979, when Friends was
founded because of Robert
Cassidy’s Chicago magazine cover
story, “Our Friendless River,”
people were blithely unaware of
the river as a natural resource.
There were few tour boats, no
water taxis, no canoe or kayak
launches, no rowers and barely
any fish. Despite its prominent
location, the river was fenced off
and polluted, and treated like a
back alleyway full of sewage
and trash.

The reason that we have been
successful in this transformation is
because we have worked together
with so many partners and people
who have changed their attitude
about the river. Thirty-seven years
after the river was declared
“friendless” in the last year the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District began disinfection at two
of their three sewage treatment
plants that discharge to the
river which means enormous
improvement in ambient water
quality. They also opened the
Thornton Reservoir which should
virtually eliminate combined sewer
overflows (CSOs) to the Calumet
system. In other good news, the
city opened the Chicago Riverwalk,
and the Forest Preserves of Cook
County and partners ranging from
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
to the Chicago Ornithological
Society to the Chicago Park
District are making the river
a priority.

Yet over the last few decades we
have transformed the river from
that polluted back alleyway into
a haven for wildlife and a
destination for recreation and
commerce. Upstream and
downstream, the river is alive
with activity including high school
crew teams rowing for college
scholarships; dozens of canoe
and kayak liveries; hikers, bikers,
boaters, birders and people
ishing; and water taxis and tours
boats galore. There are more than
70 species of fish in the river, over
60 species of birds, and beavers,
muskrats, turtles and even the
occasional river otter call the river
home. Not to mention the
hundreds of millions of dollars that
have been spent to develop
new river-edge homes, new
river-edge parks, miles of
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Yet despite all their great progress
and ours, we must remember that
we are not done yet. This
newsletter is full of ways that you
can be involved so please continue
to be the river’s friend.
Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director
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Bridgehouse Museum Turns 10
In 2003, Friends of the Chicago River embarked on a journey to
develop a bold strategy that would build awareness of the river.
It was a huge undertaking - converting the iconic Michigan
Avenue bridgetower from its original condition to a completely
unique public space that would attract audiences far and wide.
Ten years after we opened the museum, the investment is paying
off in huge ways. The Bridgehouse Museum leads the charge in
promoting the health of the Chicago River and tells the story of
its unpleasant past and promising future.
Since the museum opened over 120,000 visitors have come
through and it continues to expose more people to the river and
Friends’ vast number of projects. The Bridgehouse Museum
galvanizes Friends’ mission in significant and thoughtful ways.
It gives Friends a venue to host fun and educational events such
as the Asian Carp cookout, an event aptly described as “If you
can’t beat it, eat it.” The museum has also leveraged important
partnerships with Crain’s Chicago Business, the riverwalk
businesses like O’Brien’s Riverwalk Café and Old Town
School of Folk Music, and the DuSable Museum. It has also
further strengthened our deep working relationship with the
City of Chicago.
To celebrate 10, we invite you to come raise a glass
with us Wednesday, June 22 on our annual Summer
Cruise which will feature exciting pop up events at
2 N. Riverside Plaza, Ozinga Dock, and Bridgehouse
Plaza. This year’s theme, “Yesterday, Today, and
Tomorrow,” celebrates our 10th anniversary.
Generous support for this event comes from Wendella
Sightseeing Company, PepsiCo, and countless others.

As the cultural anchor of the Chicago Riverwalk, the
Bridgehouse Museum is the perfect setting for our
summer speaker series and Asian Carp Grill.

Bridgehouse Event Calendar
May 14: Museum’s Opening Day is free. Visitors
may view the Michigan Avenue bridge lift from
inside the tower between 12 noon – 3 p.m.

June 22: Summer Cruise - The Bridgehouse

Museum’s largest fundraiser, travel to Bubbly
Creek. Enjoy the unique tour, food and bar, and
exciting pop ups along the way.

July 11 thru August 29: Lunch and Learns Free series on the museum’s Riverwalk plaza
covers Chicago River landscapes, fish habitat,
bridges, and more.

July 7: 77 Beats - Partnering with the
Old Town School of Folk Music, enjoy live
music and food to celebrate the distinct 77
Chicago neighborhoods.
August 24: Asian Carp Cookout - If you can’t
beat it, eat it. Learn about this notorious invasive
species and taste some too, thanks to Dirk’s Fish.
Rent the museum: Call Joanne So Young Dill
at (312) 939-0490, ext. 23, to find out how.

Go to www.chicagoriver.org/events to learn more.
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River-Edge Developers Find Assistance with Friends
For more than 25 years, Friends’ staff and volunteer
Planning Committee members have worked with
developers, elected officials, landscape architects, and
government staff to protect the river and enhance it by
prioritizing public access, implementing stormwater best
practices, protecting and creating habitat, and restoring
the bank itself.
Recent efforts led to a truly innovative design for the
river’s-edge treatment at Lathrop Homes by Lathrop
Community Partners—Related Midwest, Bickerdike
Redevelopment, and Heartland Housing.
“Friends’ Planning Committee helped us look above and
beyond requirements to create a truly special place along
the Chicago River,” said Will Tippens, vice president,
Related Midwest. “After walking the riverbank with
Friends’ staff and meeting with the committee, in addition
to creating new river access, we decided to retain much of
the natural bank and take greater advantage of the river’s
inherent wildness. Not only does this redesign emphasize
the importance of the river as a valuable natural resource,
it also provides a better quality of life for the residents
of Lathrop Homes and the surrounding community.”
Friends’ team has lent its expertise to a number of projects
throughout the watershed including the downtown Chicago
Riverwalk, the Horner Park riverbank restoration, and
150 North Riverside Plaza. Contact Anthony Cefali at
(312) 939-0490, ext. 15, to find out how we can help
your development.

Artist’s rendering of the future Lathrop Homes site.
Illustration courtesy of Related Midwest.

Be it Resolved
In March, the Cook County Board
unanimously approved a resolution in
support of Overflow Action Days, Friends’
new program designed to build program
awareness of how we can reduce river
pollution and flooding by taking action
at home.

(From left to right) Cook County Board President
Tony Preckwinkle, Friends’ John Quail and Anthony
Cefali, and Cook County Commissioner John Daley.

A map of future river-edge treatment at the Lathrop Homes
site between Damen Ave. and Fullerton Ave.
Illustration courtesy of Related Midwest.
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By approving the resolution the
commissioners agreed to participate
personally in the program and to ask their
constituents to sign up for Overflow Action
Day alerts and conserve water when it rains.

Friends Releases Gully Guidance Manual
Three years after Friends set out to address the problem of gullies
wearing away our forest preserves and polluting the Chicago River
system, Friends has released the Gully Guidance Manual: Solutions for
Gully Repair. The manual, which was completed last year, is a
guidebook that helps landowners understand gullies and provides
practical information about how they can repair them. Divided into
four chapters, the manual includes assessment information, a
“How To” section on gully repair based on techniques Friends has
piloted, and practical information such as which permits may be
required and what maintenance plans will need.
The Gully Guidance Manual is based on Friend’s experience assessing
and repairing gullies in river-edge properties owned and managed by
the Forest Preserve District of Cook County. Friends is working with
the Forest Preserves to develop plans to repair large-scale gullies
while we train volunteers to repair those that are less complex.
To get a copy of the Gully Guidance Manual, please contact
John Quail at jquail@chicagoriver.org.

Friends’ staff and volunteers restore a gully
at LaBagh Woods.

Story continued from page 1
An Overflow Action Day, like an
Ozone Action Day, will remind
people to use less water when it
rains and to think more about
water conservation all the time.
“Five million people using water
generates a tremendous amount of
sewage flowing through drainage
pipes,” said MWRD President
Mariyana Spyropoulos. “Combined
with stormwater, this overwhelms
our system. Reducing this flow by
turning off the faucets can make a
large impact toward protecting
Chicago area waterways and
preventing basement backups.
The MWRD strongly supports
the Friends’ Overflow Action Days
initiative which will encourage
Cook County residents to reduce
water flow during storm events.”
This spring, as you pay attention to
rain forecasts in your area, Friends of
the Chicago River and its partners,
will be issuing alerts for Overflow
Action Days to gently remind people

Sewage can pollute the 156-mile Chicago River system, which includes the Calumet,
when too much water overwhelms the combined sewer system.

that conserving water at home can
have a positive impact on our river
system. “We are proud to support
Friends in this important
environmental conservation
effort,” said Aislinn Gauchay,
Assistant Director of Great

Lakes and Sustainability at Shedd
Aquarium. “With actions as simple
as shortening showers and
postponing loads of laundry,
we’re excited to see Chicago come
together to preserve our local
natural resources.”

5

Come be a Part of
Friends of the Chicago River’s

24th Annual

(Above, left to right)
1. Volunteers remove invasive plants on Chicago
River Day at Kickapoo Woods in Riverdale.
2. Volunteers from REI made a big impact at the
Skokie Lagoons.
3. Friends’ executive director, Margaret Frisbie, and
11th Ward Alderman, Patrick Daley Thompson,
joined volunteers at Park 571 near Lock and Fuller.

Chicago River Day
Saturday, May 14, 2016
9 a.m. to 12 noon
Sign up TODAY to celebrate a
cleaner river and care for our local
waterway by sprucing it up for spring.
For a map that includes sites, Centennial
Volunteer sites, and canoe launch sites, visit
www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/volunteer/chicago-river-day/

Friends wants to thank our lead sponsors for making the
2016 Chicago River Day possible:

A trail at Gompers Park gets spruced up by
Chicago River Day volunteers.

PRESENTING
SPONSOR

WHITE ASH
SPONSORS

MARSH SPONSORS
Cynthia Weglarz Rountree Fund
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ella
, McKay, & Serrit
Burke, Warren

MWH Global

In 1992, Friends of the Chicago River hosted 25
volunteers for “Chicago River Rescue Day.” That small
group “rescued” the river by pulling old shopping carts,
mattresses, and plastic bags from the river and its banks.
Little did they know that this day of “rescue” would
continue year after year, evolving into Chicago River
Day which now hosts thousands of volunteers at over
60 sites across the watershed.
This year, Chicago River Day will feature a variety
of sites along the river and on the river. Each site is
unique and will have exciting activities for all ages
and all abilities.
As a partner in Centennial
Volunteers, nine sites will
include special activities, such
as installing erosion control
blankets and removing harmful
invasive vegetation from the
forest preserve sites.

For the 24th annual Chicago River Day, the popular
T-shirt will feature an osprey as river day’s symbol of
local wildlife that needs a healthy, clean river to thrive.
Ospreys vanished from Illinois over 60 years ago due
to environmental pollution, particularly DDT. More
recently, ospreys are making a comeback to the area,
as evidenced by several breeding pairs nesting in Cook
County. A healthier river system with habitat choices,
such as the osprey nesting poles we installed this winter,
will further bolster their remarkable recovery.
We hope you will decide to join us for this fantastic day
of cleaning, restoring, and celebrating the river. It
always proves to be a great time to get outside,
meet new people, and make a tangible
difference to the river, the
city parks, and the
forest preserves
that surround us.

The nine Centennial Volunteer sites are LaBagh Woods,
Somme Woods, Blue Star Memorial Woods, Forest
Glen, Clayton Smith Woods, Kickapoo
Meadows, Whistler Woods, River
Oaks Woods, and Beaubien Woods.
Friends’ canoe program along with
our paddling partners, the Forest
Preserves of Cook County, Kayak
Chicago, and Chicago River Canoe and
Kayak will offer “on-the-water” options at a number of
sites. If you are a beginner paddler and would like to
include this activity, we recommend Kickapoo Woods
to learn more about paddling and be a part of the much
larger group of activities with Centennial Volunteers.

Osprey
Pandion haliaetus

Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com

We are thrilled to be partnering with
so many great companies, school groups, organizations,
and individuals to make this day such a great success.
We hope to see you on May 14!
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“Bad” Plants & Good Partnership
Thank you to everyone who made the 2016 Chicago River
Student Congress a success. A total of 415 students and 27
teachers from 24 different schools participated, our highest
attendance since 2010. Dozens of participating students led
workshops alongside environmental professionals from the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD), the
Forest Preserves of Cook County, and Northeastern Illinois
University. Dr. Liam Heneghan of DePaul University was our
keynote speaker. Tracy Iammartino, a teacher from Bridge
School, was awarded as Friends’ Educator of the Year for 2015.
The MWRD has been an important partner in this event,
having been at every Student Congress since 1998. “We thank
the Friends of the Chicago River for their tireless work in
improving our precious waterways and inviting us to participate
in this year’s Student Congress,” said MWRD President
Mariyana Spyropoulos. “We like to promote these events
because they teach our future leaders about the importance
of protecting our local waterways.”

Wiktoria Staroszczyk, a student at Taft High School, talks
to 6th grade students from Chicago City Day School.

This year’s theme, “The Good, the Bad, and the
Invasive,” explored the importance of biodiversity in the Chicago River system. Students
learned about the benefits of native plants and
animals, and how invasive species can degrade
habitat. The next Student Congress will be held
in February 2017 at Taft High School.

Putting Otters to Work
Highly social, playful, and possessing
seemingly unlimited energy, river otters
are a joyful sight in the Chicago River
system. As a pinnacle predator, Friends
recognizes the returning otter as an
indisputable sign that our river system is
making great strides in recovery.
To celebrate the returning otters and continue our
efforts to help them, Friends has created The Otter
Society to recognize individuals, foundations, and
businesses who want to make an extraordinarily
meaningful gift to Friends. Gifts made by Otter Society
members have already made an incredible difference
because current-use support could be applied
immediately to our most pressing needs and
promising opportunities.
Just like all donors, Otter Society members and their
support are key to creating a healthy ecosystem and
improved outcomes for the people, plants, and animals
such as the otters that share the river. We welcome gifts
of all levels, from $1,500 on up to transformational
gifts which can completely underwrite key positions
at Friends. These gifts will enable Friends to continue
the excellence that has made the organization an award
winning leader in urban river restoration.
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Support for The Otter Society enables Friends to tackle
long-term and complex issues that result in systemic change.

Membership in The Otter Society is renewable
annually and members receive special “thank you”
benefits. All gifts, whether single, installment, or
recurring, are accepted year-around and can be by
check, by credit card through our secure online site,
by telephone, or with a transfer of stock. If you would
like to create a naming, tribute, or memorial gift, please
contact Kim Olsen-Clark at (312) 939-0490, ext. 19, or
kolsenclark@chicagoriver.org. Matching gifts from
companies and firms count towards your membership.
For more information, please contact Kim or visit
www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/donate/
the-otter-society.

river LIFE

Green darner dragonfly

The green darner dragonfly is one of the top predators
in the Chicago River system. They are large (up to 7 or
8 cm in length), with big eyes that can see nearly 360
degrees, thick blue-green bodies and a thin abdomen
which gives the species its name, as it resembles a
darning needle.
Green darners start their life in the river and ponds.
Larvae have huge jaws and are voracious predators,
eating aquatic insects, zooplankton, amphipods,
tadpoles, larval salamanders, and even the occasional
small fish.
Adults can often be seen flying over open water,
sometimes in small swarms. They are strong fliers and
are able to move each of their four wings independently,
giving them excellent maneuverability. They are very
successful hunters of other airborne prey such as bees,
wasps, mosquitoes, butterflies, and other smaller
dragonfly species. They are pretty good going after
terrestrial prey too, such as beetles and ants.
There are only a few animals for which the green darner
has to be on constant lookout. Fish and frogs will readily
prey on them. In these situations, the dragonflies rely on
shoreline vegetation to protect them from getting eaten.
Larvae also have a specialized water storage chamber

adult

larva

Green darner dragonfly
Anax junius
Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com

in their rectum, where the gills are located. They can
shoot water from the anus to quickly propel themselves
forward, away from potential predators. In the presence
of a predator, dragonfly larvae can also become very
still, hoping their brown or green coloration serves as
camouflage. More green larvae are found in the spring
and summer, when there is more vegetation in the water.
The season to observe these fascinating creatures is now.
Look in the shallows for an emerging adult, or get out
your binoculars and scan the waters for a blue-green
flash as it darts by.

RIFFLES & CURRENTS
Disinfection on the
North Side!
In March the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District (MWRD) began
ultraviolet light disinfection at its
O’Brien Water Reclamation Plant
which discharges to the North Shore
Channel at Howard Street.
Disinfection neutralizes or kills
pathogens from sewage, which would
otherwise be present in the treated
water, and reduces the risk of health
problems resulting from direct contact
with the water while recreating on

the river. Between this and last year’s
disinfection upgrades implemented
at Calumet WRP, the water quality of
river system will be dramatically better.

lighting from urban structures can
disorient the birds and they crash into
them or and circle them until they are
exhausted and die.

Turn Your Lights Out
for Bird Migration

Friends calls on all homeowners and
building managers to reduce light
emissions from 11 p.m. until sunrise
from mid-March through early June
and from late August until
mid-November.

Each year millions of birds
representing hundreds of species
migrate through the Chicago area
along the lake and Chicago River
system as they travel from their winter
homes to northern breeding grounds.
Sadly since birds migrate at night,

For more information visit
Chicago’s Lights Out page at
http://bit.ly/1URjaF0.
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HIGH

FOUNDATIONS,
CORPORATIONS, AND OTHER
$40,000 and above
Alphawood Foundation
Chi-Cal Rivers Fund
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
Foundation

Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River recognizes the generous contributions and support
of members, donors, program participants and partners at $250 and above from
December 1, 2015, to February 29, 2016.

INDIVIDUALS
$5,000 and above
Craig and Kate Coit
Sally Fletcher
Hank and Wendy Paulson
$1,000 - $4,999
Anne Abramson
Fred and Cindy Acker
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Marjorie Brownstein
Mr. and Mrs. Henry T. Chandler
Ginny and Peter Foreman
Elvis Garcis
Norman and Cynthia Goldring
Dave Loew
Mary Strickland
David Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan
$500 - $999
Judith Bassoul
Robert and Quinn Delaney
Le’Loni English
Philip Enquist and Joanna Karatzas
Ellen Feldman
Stacee Hasenbalg
Thomas M. Jones
Michael and Kim Moran
Bruce Sagan

Janet H. Taylor
Karl Vogel
Laurene von Klan and Sarah Kilpatrick
Presbury West
Joan Winstein
$250 - $499
Sandra Allen and Jim Perlow
Walter Bandi
Jacob and Michal Boyars
John and Toni Burt
Robert Carton
Randall and Lynn Clark
Brian and Mary Faith Cook
Archibald E. Fletcher
Jay Franke and Pamela Baker
Margaret Frisbie and Matt Binns
Leo and Linda Gordon
Scott and Cindy Grau
Charley and Jill Gross
Debbie and David Hrobon
Mary E. Lambert
Marc Mozga and Holly Prindle
Henrietta Saunders
Glen and Barbara Shelly
Michael Slajchert
Gary Snyder and Mary Lundberg
David and Ingrid Stalle
Michael J. Tobin
Reven Uihlein-Fellars
Gintaras A. Vaisnys

Friends of the Chicago River is a proud member of

$10,000 - $39,999
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Exelon
Friends of the Forest Preserves
Prince Charitable Trusts
$3,500 - $9,999
Metropolitan Planning Council
MillerCoors
Ogden Avenue Materials
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP
William Blair & Company
$1,000 - $3,499
Anonymous
EarthShare of Illinois
Fuzzy Math
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis Charitable
Gift Fund
Jocarno Fund
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
Roosevelt University
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
V3 Companies
Cynthia Weglarz Rountree Fund
$250 - $999
Cactus Bar & Grill
Marin Community Foundation
Amara Myers Family Fund
Prassas Landscape Studio LLC

IN-KIND
312 Chicago
Bobby’s Bike Hike
Bottleneck Management
Chicago Architecture Foundation
Chicago Beer Experience
Chicago Pizza Tours
Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restaurants
Eataly Chicago
FIG Catering
Holiday Inn Chicago Mart Plaza
The House Theatre of Chicago
KOVAL Distillery
Lookingglass Theatre Company
Pastoral Artisan Cheese, Bread & Wine
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
Revolution Brewing
Shake Shack
Skonieczny
Wight & Company
THE OTTER SOCIETY
Kenneth M. Arenberg and
Susanne Swisher Ω
John Baird †
Judith Bassoul
Kent Brown and
Jane Jacobsen-Brown Ω
Craig and Kate Coit
Entertainment Cruises
Sally Fletcher Y
Margaret Frisbie Y
Barbara Morse-Quinn and Barry Quinn
Laurene von Klan and
Sarah Kilpatrick Ω
David Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan Ω
The Wrigley Building
Y Chicago River Legacy Society
† Deceased
Ω Endowment—Voice for the River

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
Chicago Park District
Illinois Department of Natural Resources’
Coastal Management Program
through a federal grant from the
National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Admin., U.S. Dept. of Commerce
Lake County Stormwater Management
Commission

We apologize if any names
have been omitted, misspelled,
or otherwise incorrectly listed.
Please contact us at friends@
chicagoriver.org so that we
can correct our records.

Is the Chicago River in Your Will?
Friends honors every planned gift donor with
membership in the Chicago River Legacy Society.
The Legacy Society was created exclusively to
recognize people who have agreed to support
Friends’ vision to make the Chicago River one
of the greatest metropolitan rivers in the world
by providing for Friends in his or her will, trust,
or estate plan. As a Chicago River Legacy Society
member, you will receive a certificate of
appreciation and a Legacy Society lapel pin to
serve as a reminder to others of your support of
our mission. Your gift can be recognized publicly,
unless you prefer to give anonymously.
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What is the Next Step?
If you are considering just such a gift, we can help you and
your advisors complete your gift in a way that benefits your
estate and makes clear your intentions to help Friends. If you
have already arranged for a bequest or other planned gift, we
ask that you tell us about it now so we can extend our warm
appreciation to you, not your executor or trustee, for your
thoughtful and generous gift intentions. Your gift may also
inspire others. Allow us to include your name on the Chicago
River Legacy Society membership list. For more information,
please contact Kim Olsen-Clark at (312) 939-0490, ext. 19,
or kolsenclark@chicagoriver.org

ts
Spring/Summer Calendar of Even
Paddle the Chicago River With Friends
It’s canoe season! You’re invited to join us for a trip this year.
Visit our website or contact Claire Snyder for more information
at csnyder@chicagoriver.org

Chicago River Day
Saturday, May 14, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Planning for Chicago River Day 2016 has
already begun and this year’s presenting
sponsor is Exelon! Mark your calendars for
May 14! Find out more at
www.chicagoriver.org/chicago-river-day/

Chicago River Blue Award Winners Announced
Wednesday, June 8
Winners of the Chicago River Blue Awards, Friends’
annual award for excellence in river-sensitive development
and design, will be announced and recognized during the
11th annual Big Fish Ball. Join us in celebrating these
fantastic projects and their contribution to the improvement
of the Chicago River watershed.

Bridgehouse Museum Opening
Saturday, May 14, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Join Friends for the opening Saturday at our
Bridgehouse Museum. Find out more at
www.chicagoriver.org/mccormick-bridgehousechicago-river-museum/
Big Fish Ball
Wednesday, June 8, 5:30 to 10 p.m.
Join us at Friends’ celebration of the Chicago
River. Contact Kim Olsen-Clark to reserve your
tickets or table now at (312) 939-0490, ext. 19, or
kolsenclark@chciagoriver.org. More information
at www.chicagoriver.org/big-fish-ball/

Bridgehouse Boat Cruise
Wednesday, June 22
Guests are invited to join Friends on an evening river cruise
featuring tasty snacks, festive beverages and exciting pop up
events at 2 N. Riverside Plaza, Ozinga Dock, and Bridgehouse
Plaza. This year’s theme is “Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow”
and celebrates the museum’s 10th anniversary.
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YES! I want to support the Chica
Your contribution is tax deductible as allowed
Your gift today makes you a member of Friends of the Chicago River.

$_____________

Yes! I want to join The Otter Society with my gift of $1,500 or more.
Contact me with details regarding gift recognition and special member opportunities.
$1,000
$500
$250
$156
$100

Wild Mink		
Great Horned Owl
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Black-crowned Night Heron
Blanding’s Turtle / Business

$75
$35
$10

Tiger Salamander / Family
Chorus Frog / Individual
Prairie Dropseed / Volunteer / Student

Other

$_____________________________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________
Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________
For recognition purposes,
list my name or company as ________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________
Prefered phone _____________________________ Email _____________________________________
My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.
Charge my credit card (circle one)
American Express
Discover
MasterCard
Visa
Yes, please charge the 3% credit card transaction fee to my card so that 100% of my
membership/donation goes to Friends.
Card # ____________________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________
Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Please contact me about volunteer opportunities via
Please do NOT add me to your email communications list.

Prefered phone

Email

by law. Please send it to Friends of the Chicago
River at 411 South Wells Street, Suite 800,
Chicago, IL 60607 or make your gift online at
www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/membership.
For all contributions over $35, Friends of the
Chicago River members receive:
* Free general admission, discounts on bridge lift
and tour tickets, and merchandise discounts at our
McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum;
* Discounts on our canoe trips;
* A subscription to The River Reporter newsletter, filled
with important information on issues that effect the
Chicago River plus a calendar of river-related events;
* Volunteer bulletins, email actions alerts, and other
opportunities for hands-on involvement;
* Invitations to special events like Chicago River Day
and the Big Fish Ball;
* Listing in our Annual Report;

And perhaps most significantly,
* The reward of knowing that your membership
contribution has a direct impact on improving
the Chicago River’s health and vitality.

Business members also receive a certificate
showing your customers and employees that you
care about the environment and the Chicago River.
Donors of $250 and above are eligible for
additional recognition opportunities.
Those with support of $1,000 and above for the
year are also included on an annual plaque at
our McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago
River Museum. Naming opportunities at the
Bridgehouse Museum are available as well.
Friends of the Chicago River
is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization.
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Get Outside With Friends!
Start planning your river adventure with Friends
this summer by checking our calendar of events
and watching our website for fun things to do.
Friends offers paddling trips, volunteer workdays,
delicious Asian carp tastings, parties on the
Chicago Riverwalk, bird watching, and
boat cruises.
The BYOB 2015 Asian Carp Grill offered guests the chance to
learn about and eat Asian carp which threaten our local waterways
and the Great Lakes.

P.S. Adopt a Catfish. Find out how at www.chicagoriver.org
The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper.
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Membership opportunities on page eleven.

