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Dam removal is one of the most 
important investments in aquatic life 
heath (including out west) which is 
why it is so exciting that the dam at 
Tam O’Shanter Golf Course in
Niles is slated for removal in the
first quarter of 2024.

Tam O’Shanter is one of four
dams that Friends and the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) targeted for removal in
our North Branch Dam Removal
Feasibility Study in 2002. The

Our fish can’t jump. That is just
one of the important particulars
we learned when we started our
Chicago River dam removal
campaign over 20 years ago.
Unlike the salmonids out west
seen leaping up river, sometimes
into the mouths of eager brown 
bears, our Midwest fish are
flatlanders. When they need access 
to upstream habitat for spawning
or food, they can’t be expected
to hurdle over a dam and they
shouldn’t have to. 
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others include Winnetka Road Dam 
in Glencoe which was removed in 
2015, the North Branch Dam at 
River Park in Chicago which was 
removed in 2018, and the Chick 
Evans Dam in Morton Grove which 
is slated for removal in fall 2024.
Friends also removed a stepped
barrier to Mill Creek in Palos in 
2021 which opened the high
quality creek to greater biodiversity 
as well—five new fish species
immediately colonized the creek.
In the early 2000s, Friends called
the dangers dams present to the
attention of then Lieutenant
Governor Pat Quinn, who as
governor established the Illinois 
Dam Removal Initiative which to 
date has resulted in 16 removals 
statewide with eight more under
way or under consideration.

“Dam removal for the Chicago-
Calumet River system is particularly 
important,” said John Quail, Friends’ 
director of policy and conservation. 
“Habitat loss, sewage, road salt, and 
other degradation resulted in a
massive loss of species with only 
most hardy fish such as common 
carp and the occasional bass
swimming in the stream.

The Tam O’Shanter dam in Niles is slated for removal in 2024.
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          WADING IN

On a December afternoon
at Made in Chicago at the
Merchandise Mart, I turned to a
man in the elevator to explain the 
Chicago River was cleaner than he 
thinks. I don’t usually turn and talk 
to strangers in the elevator but this 
time I couldn’t help it. His friend 
was telling him about the new 
Chicago River hot tub boats on the 
Main Stem, a novel idea that gets 
people out on the water in winter 
and creates a bit of spectacle and
fun. I couldn’t help but hear the 
man’s sneer in his voice when he 
said: the Chicago River? 

Unfortunately, this guy like too 
many others still believes in the old 
Chicago River that was fenced off 
and polluted, not a place for a boat, 
let alone a hot tub. This kind of stale 
information is one of the battles 
Friends continues to fight. With 
people picking up news in so many 
new forums, it’s harder to get the 
message across on how well the
entire Chicago-Calumet River
system is doing and what the
opportunities for everybody are
and can be.

One measureable example, as
mentioned in our cover story, is
the river system is full of fish.
Scientists from multiple
government agencies such as the
Illinois Department of Natural
Resources have documented
nearly 80 species up from less
than 10. Their abundance is way
up as well. 

There are beavers, muskrats, turtles, 
all kinds of herons, and, if you are in 
the right place at the right time, you 
may even encounter the antics of a 
river otter. This is a magical
transformation my friend in the
elevator sadly didn’t know about. 

The hot tub boats give Friends a 
chance to talk about the complexities 
of the river system and demonstrate 
how the persistent effort we have put 
in over decades has improved the 
river. The hot tubs are there because 
of advocacy and action that has 
resulted in rules and regulation that 
protect much of the river system for 
swimming and ambient water quality 
that most days is safe enough for it, 
according to Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District which does 
regular monitoring.  Over 41,000 
people receive our social media and 
newsletters and our success sharing 
our story with the traditional media 
reached millions of people this year.

The woman who brought up the hot 
tub boat was excited by our success. 
She told me that I was the most 
interesting person she’d met all day. 
I think she thought so because we 
are all in need for positive news and 
hope for the planet.

We invite you to speak up on behalf 
of the Chicago-Calumet River as 
well and support our efforts to do so 
too. Thank you.

Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director
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Natural Solutions Tool Wins at the Chicago
Innovation Awards 
Friends of the Chicago River and our partner 
Trust for Public Land (TPL) were thrilled to 
be recognized as a Climate Champion at the 
Chicago Innovation Awards in November
for our leadership in creating the Natural 
Solutions Tool.

Award winners in 20 prestigious categories 
were announced at a gala attended by
Governor JB Pritzker, Mayor Brandon
Johnson, and other top nonprofit, civic, and 
business leaders. Chicago Innovation’s
Climate Change Initiative was established to 

elevate the issue of the devastating impact of climate change
and to promote and amplify solutions to it.

“People need nature and nature needs people—and the planet 
needs our help,” said Margaret Frisbie, Friends of the Chicago
River’s executive director, upon receiving the award. “And we 
know if we work with nature we can combat the climate crisis, 
create healthy communities, and protect and improve our planet 
for people and wildlife using the Natural Solutions Tool.”

Launched in March, the Tool was created as part of our Greater 
Chicago Watershed Alliance. Friends and TPL spent 18 months 
engaging experts, community members, and the technical wizards 
from TPL to create this massive decision support tool. It was
adapted from TPL’s Climate Smart Cities™ initiative by their
technical team with input from over 100 Chicago area subject
matter experts.

The Natural Solutions Tool is a free, user-friendly mapping
portal developed with local data by local experts, with 84
customizable public health, biodiversity, stormwater, equity, and
connectivity GIS layers for nearly 1.5 million parcels in 176
communities that cover the Chicago River, Calumet River,
and Des Plaines River watersheds. It focuses strategic
investments on nature-based green infrastructure, prioritizes 
communities of greatest need, and reveals opportunities across 
a broad regional watershed where the power of nature can be 
employed to capture stormwater and improve community and 
environmental health.

A complete list of the 2023 Chicago Innovation Award winners
is available at chicagoinnovation.com.
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Friends welcomes Tessa Murray and Maggie Walker to our team. As our 
watershed policy manager, Tessa helps lead the work of the Policy and 
Planning teams in advancing the goals of the Greater Chicago Watershed 
Alliance as well as Friends’ water quality and land use goals to support
equity, biodiversity, and improvements to public health across the
watershed. Maggie joins as the events coordinator of education and 
outreach team, engaging people in caring for the Chicago-Calumet River 
system through cleanup and restoration events across the region;
galvanizing volunteers, participants, partners, and sponsors to celebrate 
and connect with Friends and the river system.

Welcome New Team Members

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                                                                  
                            

                     Tessa Murray (left) and Maggie Walker.
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                  Flickinger (middle ground left) and TPL’s Sam Kiley.



Virile Crayfish Tell a Story of Hope and Success
Students and teachers participating in Friends’
Chicago River Schools Network this year experienced 
the impact of habitat restoration while exploring Mill 
Creek for macroinvertebrates species. What they found 
was a welcome sight. 

During 10 recent field trips to the biologically rich 
and healthy creek which winds through McClaughrey 
Springs Woods in the Palos region and connects with 
the Cal-Sag Channel, students donned hip waders
and scooped the water with nets to collect
macroinvertebrates (small, but not microscopic,
organisms without a backbone) to learn how these
indicator species help determine the health of an
ecosystem. To everyone’s delight, all the crayfish
caught (and released) were native virile crayfish
(Faxonius virilis). With large, bumpy claws, virile
crayfish will grow to five inches. Their back is
light brown to dark green-brown and they
frequently hide and overwinter in the river
under the mud and rocks. 

The discovery of an all-native population is an
excellent sign of ecological health because native
species including white river, calico and virile crayfish 
have trouble competing with non-native species such
as the distinctly-colored rusty crayfish and red
swamp crayfish. And encountering native crayfish
species creates a perfect opportunity to have a
discussion with students about the importance of
native species to ecosystems and the detriment of
invasive ones. 

The abundant collection of virile crayfish is testament to 
a successful three-year restoration project of Mill Creek 
initiated in 2019 by Friends in collaboration with the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR). The 
restoration marked the end of a century-old decision to 
separate the two waterways when the Cal-Sag channel 
was constructed. Fish monitoring by Friends and our 
partners at IDNR and the Forest Preserves of Cook 
County established that five species of fish including 
channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus) and pumpkinseed 
(Lepomis gibbosus) had moved up into the creek just 
months after barriers were removed and replaced with 
naturalistic rock and pool formations that enable fish
to swim upstream.
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The native virile crayfish can still be found in parts of
the watershed not overrun by non-natives like the
red swamp and rusty crayfish.

Friends Lauded for Nonprofit Managerial Excellence
For the second year in a row, Friends of the Chicago 
River was proud to be recognized as a finalist for the
Alford-Axelson Award for Nonprofit Managerial
Excellence in October.

The award, presented annually by the Axelson
Center for Nonprofit Management at North Park
University, recognizes and celebrates Chicago area
nonprofit organizations that exemplify extraordinary 
managerial excellence. Friends and the other finalists 
were celebrated during a luncheon at the Axelson
Center’s annual conference, which this year had a

theme of “Synthesizing Strengths: A Nonprofit
Sector That Works Together.” Friends’ staff and
other attendees learned resources and heard
inspirational stories about building a workplace
infrastructure that enables collaboration both within
and with other organizations.

Our congratulations goes to this year’s Nonprofit
Managerial Excellence winner Girls on the Run, and 
this year’s Excellent Emerging Organization winner 
Organized Communities Against Deportation.
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1910 while digging the North
Shore Channel.  

This kind of vision-setting is one
of the things that Friends is good
at, setting a vision for what seems
impossible and then bringing the 
right people to the table in order
to make that vision come true.

Dam removal remains a priority for 
Friends of the Chicago River as well 
as a multitude of other strategies 
for clean water and healthy habitat. 
Among them, Friends is expanding 
our instream shallows planting
project that we founded with IDNR 
in 2016 to create more and better
fish habitat in the river. With a 
$630,000 grant through the National
Fish & Wildlife Foundation’s
Coastal Resilience Fund, Friends
will create a river-wide shallows 
engineering and design plan
complete with site assessments,
instream planting design/layouts, 
and the requirement for agency
permitting coordination and review. 

Based upon Friends’ existing
GIS-based research, the shallows 
project will identify where the

installation of thousands of native 
plant species would build resiliency
against the impacts of increased 
weather severity due to climate 
change by stabilizing the shoreline 
against erosion, and slowing the
flow of the water as it enters the 
river. It will also restore and mimic 
the natural habitat required for fish, 
fowl, mammals, macroinvertebrates, 
and other species to thrive. 

With your support, we make the 
impossible come true and invest in 
resources to make it happen; it’s
how we make great leaps forward 
together for the improvement and 
protection of the river system for 
people, plants, and wildlife.

Our Blue-Green Corridor Planning and Advocacy
In November, Friends’ Otter Society hosted a special, 
in-depth, virtual presentation on promoting the
Chicago-Calumet River system as a blue-green
corridor of connected healthy neighborhoods, green
infrastructure, public trails, open space, recreational 
areas, and wildlife habitat.

Entitled “The Otter Society Presents: Blue-Green
Corridor Planning & Advocacy,” the presentation
featured Friends’ Planning Director Adam Flickinger 
who provided insights into our vision which guides 
the methodologies and framework of our strategic, 
multi-benefit planning approach. In the face of the
climate crisis and pressure from expanding global
urbanization, Flickinger illustrated how

our work is critical to the protection and enhancement 
of continuous corridors of urban open space, habitat,
and healthy waterways for the future of our
human and wildlife communities. He showed how
conservation planning, sensible land use decisions,
and rewilding projects are critical to capturing the
multiple benefits that investment in natural
areas provides.

Otter Society members provide year-over-year
unrestricted financial support for Friends, making it 
possible for us to concentrate on the complex problems 
the river system faces and to respond in real-time when 
new ones arise.

Story continued from page 1

The dams contribute to further
degradation by creating a barrier
to the natural movement of fish
and mussels in the upstream
direction. For recreators, dangerous 
hydrologic conditions present on the 
downstream side of dams have the 
power to trap and drown paddlers.”

In 2006 Friends contributed to
an influential study on the effects
of the North Branch dam at River 
Park. The subsequesnt report: North 
Branch Dam Fish Passage Alternatives
Assessment Report by Montgomery 
Watson Harza (now part of Stantec) 
looked at fish habitat and river
hydraulics and concluded that the 
dam was a barrier to fish populations 
in the North Branch and that
removal would benefit aquatic 
wildlife. Many of the findings were 
incorporated into the 2016 U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
environmental assessment of the 
waterway, River Riparian Connectivity 
& Habitat, which led to the dam’s 
successful removal by the USACE, 
Chicago Park District, and
Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District, which built the dam in

The North Branch Dam at River Park 
in Chicago being removed in in 2018.
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Friends’ community engagement and educational
programs cultivate awareness about the important
role of the Chicago-Calumet River system to our
communities, health, sense of place, and building
climate resiliency for the region.

Through the arts, schools, museum exhibits,
community, and stewardship events our award-winning 
programs connect people with the river system through 
immersive and educational experiences; meeting people 
where they are; and building connection and
community around the river.

Cultivating Community around the River

A Season to Celebrate at the Bridgehouse Museum
The McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River
Museum wrapped up its 17th season, welcoming over 
20,000 visitors in 2023. Serving as both the educational 
hub of Friends of the Chicago River and the cultural 
hub of the Chicago Riverwalk, the five-story historic 
landmark Bridgehouse offers guests an exploration of 
the history of the Chicago-Calumet River system from 
pre-colonization to modern day. The permanent
exhibit, temporary exhibits, Chicago River is Wild
Science Station, various fundraisers, and celebratory 
rental options all make the Bridgehouse Museum a 
unique Riverwalk experience. 

This year we also invited the community to
contribute to our exhibits. The WM-sponsored
Student Poster Contest invited kids eight to 18 to
design posters highlighting the importance

One example is our Litter Free Chicago-Calumet River 
initiative which works to reduce the amount of trash 
harming our waterways by working with community 
and government leaders to develop strong public policy 
and comprehensive programs such as our Litter Free 
Supply Stations program. The supply station
network empowers residents to organize their own 
neighborhood cleanups. The cleanup supply stations are 
located in community hubs such as local government 
offices, parks, and libraries. This year more than 500 
participants utilized the supply stations to conduct 44 
neighborhood cleanups.

of a litter-free river, with nine winners being displayed. 
That spawned an additional art contest which invited 
multimedia artists to submit pieces with the theme
“Life on the Chicago-Calumet River.” Dozens of
pieces were submitted and five winners were chosen
for display in the museum lobby. 

Two successful annual fundraisers capped the museum 
season: The 10th annual Autumn Cruise and the two 
nights of our 2nd annual Eerie Evening. The cruise
allowed guests a view of the Chicago River in the
evening with local drinks, appetizers, live music, and 
more. Our Eerie Evening returned with a spooky
museum tour highlighting scary and true Chicago
stories from the turn of the 20th century. 
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Our Chicago River Schools Network (CRSN)
continues to grow our collaboration with teachers
and connect students with the Chicago-Calumet River 
system. To advance the CRSN’s STEM goals, we
are working with teachers to integrate our Natural
Solutions Tool and environmental justice content into 
our award-winning curriculum. To integrate the
humanities, we are collaborating this school year with 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra to bring together 
music, art and science for teachers and students. 

During the past school year, the CRSN’s student
impact totaled 20,592 via direct programming,
including field trips to the river with Friends’ staff
and through the hundreds of teachers who have

Chicago River Schools Network Grows Curriculum

Immersive Canoe Experiences Improve River
An exceptional canoeing season drew hundreds of
volunteer paddlers who immersed themselves in the 
natural beauty of the Chicago-Calumet River system, 
helping to improve and protect it as well as relax in the 
calming and wellness benefits of being on the water.

Through our stewardship and outreach paddles, nearly 
1,000 canoers joined us out on their local waterways in 
removing trash to create cleaner, safer rivers. They were 
complemented by more than 3,000 litter-free volunteers 
who collected litter from river-adjacent parks and forest 
preserves this season. Canoe and clean events are some 
of the most popular ways to get involved with our
ongoing Litter Free Chicago-Calumet River initiative. 

been trained to use our river curricula, which is
designed to meet state learning standards. 

Hundreds of high school and middle school
environmentalists from dozens of schools in the city
and suburbs participated in the 26th annual Student 
Congress, a student conference organized by Friends’ 
CRSN staff. The Congress empowers students to teach 
each other about river-related issues. The next student 
congress event is planned for February 2024. Since its 
founding in 1996, the CRSN has engaged more than 
475,000 students and teachers in science, language,
and history activities at river locations north, south,
and west.

Volunteers participating in our Paddle and Plant
program with the Shedd Aquarium installed over 2,000 
native plants along the Little Calumet River and the 
North Shore Channel. Over time, the plants will grow 
into enormous stands that provide high-quality habitat 
for aquatic organisms, protect shorelines from bank 
erosion, create shelter for aquatic life during floods, and 
ultimately increase climate resiliency.

Our 65 dedicated volunteer canoe guides and boat
haulers make these paddle events fun, safe, and
impactful by helping participants, especially beginners, 
get comfortable and connected with the river ecosystem.  
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Litter Cleanup Builds
Camaraderie & Awareness
Friends of the Chicago River and a hard-working crew of more than
50 volunteers worked side by side November 9 removing trash and
large debris at a multi-site cleanup event to support the south suburban community of Ford Heights.

Friends co-hosted the cleanup with the Cook County Sheriff’s Office whose volunteer employees enthusiastically 
picked up trash at five locations. With disposal equipment—including a tractor loader—provided by WM, the
volunteers fanned out in pairs with grabbers, buckets, rakes, and shovels to collect trash. Improving public health 
and protecting the Deer Creek tributary of the Little Calumet River were the satisfying results of their hard work 
which filled a 20-yard dumpster, disposing nearly 4.5 tons of trash and debris.

“Hands-on community clean-ups are a powerful way to connect with
local residents and have an on-the-ground impact that improves the
community, public health, and our natural areas such as Deer Creek 
which is a tributary to the Little Calumet River,” said Friends of the 
Chicago River Executive Director Margaret Frisbie. “We were thrilled 
to work with the Cook County Sheriff’s Office and the many volunteers 
who rolled up their sleeves to support the people of Ford Heights. These 
kinds of events build community, camaraderie, and awareness of the 
problems litter pollution presents for people, water, and wildlife.”

Visit chicagoriver.org to learn more and get involved with our
Litter Free Chicago-Calumet River program.

City Civics Day Features Friends 
Friends was a key presenter at the City of Chicago’s inaugural City 
Civics Day in November. At the free event of workshops and panels, 
participants explored how to effect positive change through public 
engagement. Leading a session entitled “How to Improve Chicago’s
Rivers,” Friends’ Becky 
Lyons, director of equity 
and engagement and 
Annette Anderson,
volunteer, events, and
canoe program manager,
shared our advocacy 
efforts, from individual 
and community
involvement to company 
and government policies 
and actions, that foster
a blue-green corridor 
vision for the Chicago-
Calumet River system.

Mayor Brandon Johnson speaks at 
City Civics Day.

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                                                        Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart (right) picks up litter with volunteers.

BEAVERS BUILD CLIMATE 
RESILIENCY

The Illinois Beaver Alliance,
Friends of the Chicago River, and 
the Beaver Institute co-hosted the 
1st Midwest Beaver Summit in
September. Among the many
important attributes of beavers, the 
summit showcased their essential 
role in forestalling the climate crisis, 
slowing flooding, and restoring
wetlands. More than 700 people 
participated in the free virtual
summit which featured scientists 
from across the continent who
are documenting the ecological
contributions of beavers. The
summit is a first step toward
building a network of Midwestern 
stakeholders to champion the
ecological importance of beavers 
and the tools for managing
human-beaver conflicts nonlethally.
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river LIFEriver LIFE
LAKE COUNTY
WATERSHED PLANNING

In September, the Lake County 
Board approved the North Branch 
Chicago River Watershed-Based 
Plan to guide implementation of 
best management practices and 
programs to improve water quality, 
reduce flood damage, and protect 
and enhance natural resources. 
Collaboration on a North Branch 
watershed partnership originated 
from an ad hoc group coordinated 
by Friends in the early 1990s. The 
group co-sponsored two watershed 
public meetings in 1991 and 1992
at the Chicago Botanic Gardens 
known as “Voices from the Stream: 
Our Watershed Speaks.” The
workshops were dedicated to 
identifying issues important to North 
Branch watershed stakeholders and 
providing a vision for the future of 
the watershed.

The eastern chipmunk is a species of ground
squirrel found throughout eastern North America. They are very
common in urban and suburban communities around the
Chicago-Calumet River system. They thrive in close proximity with 
humans and are an essential part of the landscape. Chipmunks will live 
where there is access to a variety of foods, clean water, and abundant 
cover to protect it from predators. They will seek out deciduous
forests, shrub habitat, forest edges, and even local city parks. The
Chicago-Calumet River system is alive with them wherever there is 
habitat all along its banks.

Chipmunks are small; about six inches long with a four inch tail, and 
weighing just a few ounces. The chipmunk has reddish-brown fur with 
a white belly. It has alternating dark brown, light brown, and white 
stripes down its back. One dark brown stripe extends the length of its 
back to the tip of its darker tail. The chipmunk also has a white stripe 
above and below its eyes. Like squirrels, chipmunks have only four toes 
on their front feet and five toes on their back feet.

You may think that having racing stripes would draw attention to the 
chipmunk. However, these colors and patterns provide the chipmunk 
with effective camouflage in their preferred woodland homes filled 
with sticks, branches, and grasses. Chipmunks do not live in trees. They 
instead use the forest as a food source and for cover. Chipmunks prefer 
to live underground. They excavate complex burrows with separate

levels for sleeping and food storage. Connecting tunnels
are often over 10 feet in length. 

Chipmunks are very active during the day, especially
mid-morning and afternoon, when they will forage 
for food and explore their territory. They prefer

to hunt slugs, insect larvae, earthworms, snails, and
butterflies, and will even occasionally eat frogs, bird

eggs, and mice. They also feed on large amounts plant
matter like nuts, seeds, leaves, buds, fruits, berries, and

mushrooms. Much of what they find is transported back to 
the burrow in their cheek pouches which they can fill to an
almost comic appearance. This food supply helps the
chipmunk survive winter when food is scarce.

Eastern chipmunks are not true hibernators as they are
unable to build up a large enough fat reserve to sleep uninterrupted through the

winter. Instead, they wake periodically to feed on their store of food or forage outside.
Chipmunks are generally solitary, but can display extreme courage if another animal approaches their territory.
They will vocally threaten and even chase away intruders before darting quickly back into their burrow.

Actually, a chipmunk makes a considerable amount of noise for an animal of its size and will employ a variety of 
sounds to alert to nearby predators. If the predator is on the ground—which could be a snake, fox, or raccoon—the 
chipmunk will release a string of high-pitched sounds called “chips.” If it’s a hawk, owl, or other winged predator, 
the chipmunk will emit lower-pitched “chucks.”

Eastern chipmunk 
Tamias striatus

Illustration by
Jen Pagnini
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Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River gratefully acknowledges all the ways 
members, donors, and partners helped us achieve our mission to
improve and protect the Chicago River system for people, plants,
and animals from August 16, 2023, through November 13, 2023. 
Individuals, businesses, and organizations who have given or
pledged $250 and above are listed below.
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The Otter Society

The Otter Society is Friends’
annual giving society and
recognizes individuals, businesses, 
and foundations that contribute 
$1,500 annually to the General
Operating Fund or the Voice for
the River Endowment. Chicago 
River Legacy members, who are 
thoughtfully providing for Friends
in their estate plans, are
also recognized as Otter
Society members.

Anonymous (4)
Richard and Andrea Amend
Sally and Vincent Anderson
Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Atrium Landscapes
Cinda Axley
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
Judith Bassoul
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Jim and Becca Berry
Kent Brown* and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
The Builders Initiative
City Cruises
Craig and Kate Coit
Adam Collins
Grant Crowley
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Deloitte
Eleven Eleven Foundation
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie
Cynthia and Norm Goldring
Stacee A. Hasenbalg and
     Bahram Forouhi
John Himmelfarb and Molly Day
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Hunter Family Foundation
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Thomas and Diane Judge
Larry and Denise Kaplan
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
The Knowles Foundation
Lactalis Heritage Dairy
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc. 
Harry and Meredith Lamberton
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing

Khen Leuk
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
Nick Longo
Molson Coors Beverage Company
Michael and Kim Moran
William and Patricia Moss
John and Sarah O’Connell
William and Jean O’Neill
Ozinga Bros., Inc.
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
David Reynolds and
     Stacy French Reynolds
John Scanlon
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Span Studio
Michael Tobin
Jo Trahms and Jeffrey Bartow
Timothy and Shannon VanTassel
Laurene von Klan and
     Sarah Kilpatrick
WM
David Wong
Sean Wynne 
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk
Zeller Realty, The Wrigley Building

Voice for the River Endowment

Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Laurene von Klan and
     Sarah Kilpatrick
David Wong

Chicago River Legacy Society

Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jodi Cerny
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie
Laurene von Klan and
     Sarah Kilpatrick
Nick Longo
Virginia Townsend* Trust
David Wong

INDIVIDUALS

Recurring/Monthly Donors

Anonymous (3)
Anthony Cefali
Ian Champ
Kate Chappell

Elizabeth Cisar
Robin Delapena
Christina Donley
Teresa Frisbie
Kathy and Jim Gysler
Andrew Herrmann
Lisa Hish
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Taigen and Naomi Leighton
Geoff Loren
Meghan Malhame
Cordelia Maloney
William Means
Patrick Miramontes
Anna Neal
Alex Nelson
Elizabeth Nishiura
Brad Pollock
Matt Renfree
Paul Roots
Ian Rose
Jeff Rubin
Curtis Ryan
Lara Shamblott
Kyle and Delia Siegrist
Jennifer Slate
Michael Sprinker
Diana Sudyka
Sten Turpin
Kadeja Tyler
Patricia Walter
Michael Warren
Ian Watt
Karla Weiner
Matthew White
Kay Whitman
Kathryn Wicks
Richard Wilson
Geoffrey Witherington-Perkins
Monika Zochowska

Tribute Gifts

In Honor of Vickii Coppock
Christopher Coppock

In Memory of Zachary Lazar
Allen Ashley
The Friends at the
     Driehaus Museum
Ron Grazer
Kathleen Palla

In Honor of Kyle and
     Johanna Schmitt
Bette Feist

$5,000 and above

Craig and Kate Coit
The Fletcher Family

$2,500 to $4,999

Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher 
William and Jean O’Neill
Michael J. Tobin, M.D.

$1,000 to $2,499

Anonymous
Cinda Axley
Howard, Lisa, and Nanci Garoon
     and Families
Ron Kaufman

$250 to $999

Allen Ashley
Vivienne Baker
Peter and Betsy Barrett
Michael Baumstein and
     Alicia Sullivan
Jason and Alexis Beckwith
Dale and Judy Bryson
Grant Crowley
Cameron Davis
Diane and Bill Edmundson
Rohn Grazer
Ellen Hunt and Dave Medendorp
Patrick J. Kearney
Muriel Lazar
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Jacqueline J. Loewe
Nick Longo
Jennifer Lucas
Rob M. Milburn and Amy C. Morton
Mary Carol Murphy
Cynthia Narut
Kathleen Palla
Chris and Nan Parson
Maya Rosenbloom
Jim Schavocky
Stephen J. Schlegel
John Schoser
Michael Schwerha
Frederick Snyder
Eileen Sutter
Bryan Vanderwarker
John and Joan von Leesen
Don Wiener
Michelle Wuebben

FOUNDATIONS, ORPORATIONS,
AND OTHERS

$10,000 and above

Adobe
Alliance for the Great Lakes
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
The Builders Initiative
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Hunter Family Foundation
Illinois Clean Energy
     Community Foundation
The Knowles Foundation
McDougal Family Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation

$3,500 to $9,999

CIBC
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Eleven Eleven Foundation
Lactalis Heritage Dairy
Shedd Aquarium
Shoreline Sightseeing
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Span Studio
Stantec
STS Foundation
The Wrigley Building

$1,000 to $3,499

Atrium Landscapes
Axis Capital
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Member and Volunteer
Celebration
Thursday, January 25
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Chicago Maritime Museum,
1200 W. 35th Street. Active
members or volunteers only.

2024 Ice Odyssey Cruise
Thursday, February 15
5:30-7:30 p.m.

River Esplanade at
Cityfront Plaza Drive.

32nd Annual Chicago
River Day 
Saturday, May 11
9 a.m.-12 noon

Calendar of Events
Visit chicagoriver.org/events for details.

HIGH
Water Marks
Continued from page 10

$1,000 to $3,499

Bain & Company
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Beacon Capital
City Cruises
Deloitte
D’Escoto, Inc.
HESNI- Healthcare Engineers
     Society of Northern Illinois
James McHugh Construction Co.
Johnson Lasky Kindelin Architects
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc. 
Levi Strauss
Loyola Academy
Molson Coors Beverage Company
Muse Community Design
Ozinga Bros., Inc.
Rudd Resources
WM
Zeller Realty, The Wrigley Building

$250 to $999

Columbia College Chicago
DePaul University, First-Year
     Program
Yield Giving

Matching Gifts

Constellation
Chevron
Google
Microsoft
Workday

Government Agencies

Chi-Cal Rivers Fund, a grant from
     the National Fish and Wildlife
     Foundation
Environmental Protection Agency
Forest Preserve District of
     Cook County
Friends of the Forest Preserves
Illinois Department of Natural
     Resources’ Coastal
     Management Program through a
     federal grant from the National
     Oceanic & Atmospheric
     Administration, U.S. Department
     of Commerce

In-Kind

Alan Pilgrim
Two Brothers Brewing Company
Wendella Tours and Cruises

*Deceased

We apologize if any names have been 
omitted, misspelled, or otherwise
incorrectly listed. If you feel an error 
have been made, please contact 
friends@chicagoriver.org so that we 
can correct our records.

In September, Friends of the Chicago River, the Sierra Club Illinois, and the 
Illinois Attorney General filed amended complaints for violations of the federal

Clean Water Act against Trump
International Hotel & Tower for failing 
to accurately calculate the rate at which 
the building withdraws water from the 
Main Stem of the Chicago River.
The Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency requires that flow rate data be
submitted in gallons per day, but
Trump International reports a gallons 
per minute number that it multiplies
by 1,000 and labels as gallons per day.
Trump International has been
under-reporting its rate by
approximately 44%, and thus
underestimating its impact on aquatic 
life in the river. This misreporting dates 
back as far as February 28, 2013.

More Legal Action against Trump 
Tower for Clean Water Act Violations

Trump International Hotel & Tower.

2024 Chicago River
Student Congress
Saturday, February 24
8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Students are welcome to attend 
thisfree river conference. For
details contact Mark Hauser at 
mhauser@chicagoriver.org.

17th Annual Big Fish Ball
Wednesday, May 29
5:30-8:30 p.m.

Sheraton Grand Chicago
Riverwalk.

Friends Team at Bank of
America Chicago Marathon
Sunday, October 13



                                                                        
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                     BE A FRIEND OF THE CHICAGO RIVER!

121 West Wacker Dr., Suite 1700, Chicago, IL 60601

Return Service Requested

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Chicago, IL

Permit No. 6269
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                                                                                     Please visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.

                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

             
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

                             The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper.            To become a member, please visit chicagoriver.org/donate/membership.

Ice Odyssey Cruise of the Chicago River
Join us Thursday, February 15 at 5:30 p.m. for the 2024 Ice Odyssey Cruise. 
Hosted by Friends’ Otter Society Committee, the mystical Ice Odyssey cruise
is an unparalleled opportunity to experience the enchanting beauty of the
Chicago River on a frosty winter evening while celebrating the river’s recovery 
and renaissance. The cruise will be aboard the majestic Odyssey Chicago River, 
a glass-enclosed and climate-controlled vessel. Early bird ticket pricing is
available until 9 a.m. Thursday, January 4. Get your tickets now
at chicagoriver.org.

Join us for Chicago River Day 2024
Save the date to join Friends on Saturday, May 11 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. for the 
32nd Annual Chicago River Day. Our annual spring litter cleanup and
restoration event draws thousands of individuals, families, community groups, 
and corporate teams to work at more than 70 locations along the river system 
from Lake County to the Calumet region. Stay tuned for registration
information coming in early 2024.


