
                                    
   

   
   

   
                               REPORTER

VOL. 36 #1
newsletter for friends of the chicago river
Winter 2023

       the

river
New Watershed Alliance Tool Grounded
in Science and Research    
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which increases resiliency
and reduces waterborne pollutants 
among many other benefits.
Covering sub-watersheds from 
northern Lake County to far
southern Cook County, the
Watershed Alliance is working to 
drive innovation and collaboration, 
and is reimagining the region with a 
green mantle of nature protecting it.

One of the Watershed Alliance’s 
initial projects is the creation of an 
easily accessible online Natural
Solutions Tool which will formally 
launch in March 2023. The Tool
is a powerful data mapping device

A new study published in October
in the Journal of Epidemiology and 
Community Health reported that
every 10% increase in access to
natural space and private gardens 
was linked to a 7% drop in early 
deaths in people younger than 65. 
Even moderate levels of natural 
space access seemed to make a
difference, the study authors said.

This new study endorsing nature
as a remedy is one of hundreds 
worldwide that validate how
nature benefits public health and 
wellness, which has taken center 
stage at Friends and is at the core
of the work of the Greater
Chicago Watershed
Alliance (originally
established as the
Chicago-Calumet River
Watershed Council). 
Friends initiated the
Watershed Alliance
in 2020 to create a 
cross-jurisdictional
coalition dedicated to 
nature-based solutions for 
stormwater management
to benefit human and
environmental health 
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                                                                                     Please visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.

designed to provide access to a
comprehensive set of data layers
that will help users identify
project sites with the greatest
need and opportunity for green 
infrastructure expansion,
improvement, and investment.

It will enable users to visualize
equity-focused regional statistics and 
drill down to find specific parcels of 
land where green infrastructure can 
have the greatest impact on public 
health, climate adaptation, and other 
complex environmental and
community challenges. The Alliance 
intends that the Tool will result in

projects that create,
increase, protect, and
improve micro, mid-size, 
and large-scale natural
areas; parks; preserves, 
and water assets such as 
wetlands and the river.

“Accessible and
easy-to-use resources
that help equitably and 
strategically guide
infrastructure investments 
are essential as more

Watershed Alliance site at Indian Ridge Marsh-South.
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The people who elected to pass the 
referendum in favor of the Forest 
Preserves of Cook County this fall 
expressed their support for natural 
areas, for clean air, for clean water, 
and for wildlife with their votes and 
their checkbooks. Their choice to 
increase financial resources to
protect thousands of acres of
wildlands will increase the beauty 
and health of Cook County and 
make us more resilient is a choice
for now and a choice for the future. 
It was a magnificent victory.

At Friends we have been doing this 
work since 1979 when our founders 
decided enough was enough and our 
wonderful river system, long abused 
and maligned, needed to be friended. 
Since then we, and all our members 
and partners, have poured dollars, 
hours, and ideas into improving the 
river. It has been a labor of love. 

Our reward for this effort is a
waterway alive with wildlife, a
bustling waterfront economy in the 
central business district in downtown 
Chicago, and parks and trails and 
forest preserves where people can 
go to enjoy it for free. We are proud 
that our passion, perseverance, and
partnerships have led to new rules 
and regulations that protect and 
provide access to the river such
as Chicago’s commitment to a
continuous riverfront trail, increased 
aquatic life protections, and
comprehensive sewage treatment.
It has resulted in pioneering habitat
projects that benefit fish, birds,
amphibians, and mammals

including otters, osprey, turtles, and 
bats such as our 2004 Chicago River 
Fish Hotel now emulated on the 
North Branch and the South. 

But we are far from finished.
Until the river is clean enough 
for swimming and people in every 
community along its entire 156-mile 
length have equitable access we
must persevere. We must ensure 
communities get to choose their 
river and that government agencies 
who are there to uphold the law do. 

From a planetary point of view
the urgency for action cannot be 
overstated. WWF’s recent Living 
Planet Report, reveals that 83% 
percent of freshwater species have 
declined since 1970, some at an 
alarming rate and much more than 
the still cautionary 60% decline in 
other species. Our river is essential 
to global and local health.

To do that we must all align around 
bold leadership and creative thinking 
in concert with community
aspirations. Only then can we ensure 
that the Chicago and Calumet river 
system will become the healthy, 
clean, connected, accessible, natural 
blue-green corridor it deserves to be.

Please help us achieve that with
your vote of confidence and your
checkbooks too.

Thank you for your support.

Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director

The Time is Now



Connecting With South Branch Communities
                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                       
           

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
                                             Friends’ Amy Heldman (center) discusses South Branch river opportunities with neighborhood residents.
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In October, Friends of the Chicago River was named
a 2022 finalist for the Alford-Axelson Award for
Nonprofit Managerial Excellence, presented by the 
Axelson Center for Nonprofit Management at North 
Park University. Finalists exemplify qualities including 
a clear, compelling and well-communicated mission

Meaningful discussions with communities are
critical to discovering creative ways to approach
riverfront improvement opportunities. In October, 
Friends of the Chicago River’s planning team helped 
host two community input gathering events along the 
South Branch and Bubbly Creek to connect with
residents, business owners, and other community
stakeholders about river-edge sites and upcoming
plans in the area. 

The focus of discussion was vacant river-edge sites
and other river-edge opportunity areas such as the
23-acre Damen Silos site which (as of publication)
the State of Illinois is in negotiations to sell without
any community input. Friends and other community 
and environmental leaders sent a letter to Governor 
Pritzker urging him to halt the sale and open
discussions with the community. Another vacant site, 
located along Bubbly Creek at 3000 South Pitney 
Court, is privately-owned and currently for sale,
providing the potential for public open space and
key habitat development. The goal of these events is
to help Friends and the City of Chicago’s River
Ecology and Governance Task Force understand local 
perspectives on river related issues, so that we can be 
well-informed advocates for innovative river-edge
planning and urban design.

Friends and the Metropolitan Planning Council
provide leadership and administrative support for the 
Task Force which is a coalition of community partners, 
nonprofits, and government agencies that work
together with the City of Chicago on river-edge issues.

Interactive board displays, designed by Friends’ team, 
were used to help gather local opinions, ideas, and 
concerns from participants. Neighboring residents and 
business owners from the surrounding communities
of Bridgeport, McKinley Park, and Pilsen came
and shared a range of ideas including expanded
community amenities along the river, greater public
access and connectivity between sites, and further
investment in restoration.

The Chicago Department of Transportation was
also on hand to provide information about their
just-getting-started “South Branch Parks Access
Study” which will focus on the feasibility of further 
connectivity along the South Branch riverfronts.

Friends of the Chicago River Recognized for
Nonprofit Managerial Excellence

and vision; a commitment to diversity, equity and
inclusion; a coherent organizational strategy that
aligns programs and services to mission and goals; 
strong and effective leadership by staff and board; solid 
financial management; a strong sense of integrity; and
a shared sense of purpose and values.



Investment in Native Plant Coverage Shows Results
To improve biodiversity and ecosystem resiliency in the 
face of climate change, Friends works with volunteers 
and partners to increase native plant species coverage 
across the watershed. Native plants are the foundation 
of our ecosystem and are needed for wildlife to thrive.

Removal of invasive plant species such as buckthorn, 
garlic mustard, and honeysuckle at targeted river-edge 
sites is showing double-digit percentage increases in the 
coverage of native plants.

Data gathered in our Natural Areas Assessment from 
2016 to 2022, show the percentage of native plants seen 
at our restoration sites increased from 49% to nearly 
70%, and non-native buckthorn, the main target for 
removal, has decreased from about 40% coverage to
less than 6% coverage. Sites in the assessment included 

Watersmeet Woods, Clayton Smith Woods, Somme 
Woods, Blue Star Memorial Woods, and Forest Glen 
Woods along the North Branch, and Beaubien Woods, 
Whistler Woods, and Kickapoo Woods along the Little 
Calumet River and Cal-Sag Channel.

Invasive plants block sunlight from reaching the
ground which negatively affects soil conditions and
hinders habitat for wildlife such as egg-laying turtles.
Invasive plants also reduce stormwater retention. 
Non-absorbed runoff can lower water quality in the
river system and tax sewer systems resulting in
combined sewer overflows and cause basement
flooding. Conversely, native plants allow about 86 
percent of stormwater to soak into the ground while 
non-natives and turf grass only allow about 28 percent. 

Under Friends and the Chicago Park District’s leadership, the Greater Chicago
Watershed Alliance ecosystem restoration project at Indian Ridge Marsh-South made 
great strides in 2022. The site is a hemi-marsh wetland habitat located on the Southeast 
Side of Chicago in the Calumet region. 

Restoration of this site has provided far-reaching benefits including restoring a variety
of native plant communities and improving habitat structure; improving stormwater
capture; increasing a network of publicly accessible natural areas and trails; and
engaging with the surrounding communities in natural area restoration and
opportunities for youth engagement.

The work included the installation of a community boardwalk, fencing 
to protect sensitive species, coir logs (shown above) to prevent erosion, 
and the planting of oak trees. Plant assessment showed an increase in 
the number of native plants seen at the project site from 24 in 2021 to 
34 in 2022. Floristic Quality also increased from 12.9 to 17.3 over the 
same period. Most recently, 1,300 plugs of native sedges, ferns, and 
wildflowers were installed by several dozen volunteers. The list of 31 
plants added includes several showy wildflowers such as cardinal flower, 
sweet flag, queen-of-the-prairie, and marsh blazing star.

This project was chosen to demonstrate the many co-benefits of using 
natural solutions to improve community and environmental health. 
The creation of the Natural Solutions Tool (see page one) will help to 
identify locations across the Chicago-Calumet River watershed where 
restoration projects, like Indian Ridge Marsh-South, can be done.

The Far-Reaching Benefits of Restoration
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                   at Indian Ridge Marsh-South by volunteers from Friends, the Southeast Side Youth Alliance, and Imani Village.



Mill Creek Restoration Complete

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                              Friends’ Executive Director Margaret Frisbie (right) surveys species of fi sh found in Mill Creek.

Great blue herons migrate as far south as Central 
America, returning to the Chicago area in early spring.
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Story continued from page 1 

policy makers are awakening to the
importance of natural systems in 
developing policies that affect
community’s physical and mental
health,” said Adam Flickinger, 
Friends’ planning director. “In the 
past, resiliency, flooding, pollution, 
and other environmental stressors 
were deemed less important than
potential economic benefits of
developments, but an expanded 
cost-benefit analysis is needed
that recognizes the importance of 
environmental and public health 
considerations. Public health studies 
prove that investing in nature is well 
worth the investment.”

The goal of the Tool is to integrate
it into decision-making protocols 
within government and planning 
agencies to drive investment in
nature-based green infrastructure 
and meet the goals set out by
President Biden’s 30 x 30 agenda
and the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals. At the same 
time it is designed to be easy to use 
by members of the public who wish
to drive change on a local or
community scale.

The Natural Solutions Tool development process included recruiting
a Technical Advisory Team of 30 experts representing numerous
organizations who met regularly over seven months to refine the 
geographic data that defines a set of Geographic Information System 
(GIS) modeling objectives for the tool. The expert assistance ensured 
that the Watershed Alliance team understood the regional watershed 
study area in the context of our specific goals to improve health, equity, 
resiliency, biodiversity and stormwater capture. The team helped find 
the best available data sources, customized results to reflect regional 
priorities, and compared the analysis to on-the-ground knowledge.

Throughout the 
months-long
process, the team 
compiled and 
reviewed multiple 
data sources that
met our criteria. 
They included an 
array of indicators, 
statistics, and
demographic

information such as age, asthma rates, combined sewer areas, diabetes 
rates, diesel particulate matter, disinvested communities, educational 
attainment, heat islands, linguistic isolation, neighborhood flooding, 
percentage of impervious surfaces, protected natural areas, and trail 
connectivity gaps. The preliminary findings have already made it 
apparent that the tool will be a useful resource to help us harness the 
power of nature to improve the resiliency of the watershed.

The final milestone of our major restoration project to reconnect
southwest suburban Mill Creek to the Cal-Sag Channel was reached in 
November when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers officially declared it 
successfully complete. Initiated in 2019 by Friends with the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), the restoration reverses a 
100-year-old decision to separate the two waterways when the 16-mile, 
man-made Cal-Sag Channel opened.

Fish monitoring by Friends and our partners at IDNR and the Forest
Preserves of Cook County established that five species of fish including 
channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus) and pumpkinseed (Lepomis gibbosus)
had moved up into the creek just months after barriers were removed
and replaced with naturalistic rock and pool formations that enable
fish to swim upstream. 

Experts Help Develop Tool  
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While there is much to celebrate about improvements 
to water quality, litter continues to be a stubborn and
persistent problem. A healthy river must be litter-free. 
Friends’ Litter Free Chicago-Calumet River initiative 
works to reduce the amount of trash reaching our
waterways by working with community and
government leaders to develop strong public
policy and comprehensive programs.

Our Litter Free Task Force is a collaboration of
organizations that brings their expertise together to 
support initiatives to reduce litter before it reaches
our rivers. We advocate for policies that reduce
single-use plastics and litter at the source, engage

Reduce Litter Before it Reaches Our Rivers

Paddling, Plants, and Partnership Improves River
An exceptional canoe event season drew hundreds of 
volunteer paddlers who improved and protected the 
water quality and habitat of our river.

Through our Paddle and Plant program with the
Shedd Aquarium nearly 60 volunteers installed a total 
of 1,492 native plants of aquatic lizard’s tail and water 
willow along the Little Calumet River and the North 
Shore Channel. Over time, the plants will grow into 
enormous stands to provide high-quality habitat for 
aquatic organisms, protect shorelines from bank erosion, 
create shelter for aquatic life during floods, and improve 
the aesthetics of the river for recreational users.
Initiated by Friends in 2017, the partnership has
installed 11,248 plants which are rapidly expanding 
along the riverbanks as planned.

companies to support trash reduction, and activate
residents in local cleanups. 

With the support of Mars Wrigley Foundation, in 2022 
we launched Litter Free Supply Stations to empower
residents to organize their own neighborhood cleanups. 
Any person or group is welcome to check out supplies. 
We provide the cleanup supplies and connect people 
with host organizations who lend out the materials from 
community hubs such as local government offices, parks, 
and libraries. Visit chicagoriver.org/programs for a list 
of locations and for information on how to host a station 
in your community.

Also this year, more than 200 paddlers were out on
the Chicago and Calumet rivers to create cleaner,
safer rivers by cleaning up trash. They were
complemented by more than 3,000 litter-free
volunteers who collected litter from river-adjacent
parks and forest preserves this season. Canoe and clean 
events are some of the most popular and immersive 
ways to get involved with our ongoing Litter Free
Chicago-Calumet River initiative.

Friends is available to take groups of 10 or more out on 
the river at a variety of locations along the Chicago
River system, we can also customize a River Action Day 
for companies. To schedule an event contact Annette
Anderson at aanderson@chicagoriver.org.
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With the generous support of a $60,000 grant from
the Environmental Education Grants Program of the
U.S. EPA, the Chicago River Schools Network
(CRSN) – Friends’ premier youth educational
program – will be recruiting new schools in the Calumet 
region this school year.  

“The EPA grant supports our ability to bring on board a 
school organizer and program facilitator to help conduct 
outreach and programming with schools in the Calumet 
region,” said Friends’ Ecology Outreach Manager Mark 
Hauser. We’ll also be able to host teacher workshops 
and stewardship field trips to help students explore the 
river system to learn about nature and science.”

Chicago River Schools Network to Expand River
Education in the Calumet

Special Events & Attractions Cap a Successful 
Bridgehouse Museum Season
In its 16th season, approximately 25,000 visitors passed 
through the doors of the McCormick Bridgehouse &
Chicago River Museum. New in 2022 was an interactive 
Chicago River is Wild Science Station exhibit. Located 
on the museum’s plaza, the science station is a free
mobile exhibit that contains activities for all ages to 
learn about the river, its wildlife, and water quality.
The bright and colorful exhibit was made possible in 
part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

Also at the Bridgehouse Museum this year was our 
first-ever Eerie Evening fundraiser October 21.

During the past school year, the CRSN’s student
impact totaled 13,245 via direct programming,
including field trips to the river with Friends’ staff and 
through the hundreds of teachers who have been trained 
to use our river curricula which is designed to meet the 
state learning standards.

The CRSN also returned to an in-person Chicago
River Student Congress, an annual student-led river 
conference. The next student congress event is planned 
for February 2023. If you are a student and would like to 
attend or present, please contact Mark Hauser at
mhauser@chicagoriver.org.

More than 90 Halloween revelers – many first-time
visitors – gathered for the unique, after-hours
experience within the 102-year-old walls of the museum. 
The floors of the museum were transformed into true 
and scary stories from Chicago’s past, around the time 
the museum was built at the turn of the last century.

Many more fun and interactive plans are underway for 
the 2023 season which starts in the spring. Learn
more about the Bridgehouse Museum at
bridgehousemuseum.org.
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Global River Symposium
At this year’s International RiverSymposium held in Vienna in
November, Friends’ Executive Director Margaret Frisbie met with 
river advocates and experts from across the globe to discuss the
imperative for rivers to be included on the global agenda for climate 
health and climate impacts. Frisbie presented Friends’ story of the
Chicago River system’s recovery as part of the River Cities Dialog and 
the role of the community on a second panel, The Future of River 
Cities. This year’s theme was Resilient Rivers: Communities, Climate, 
and Biodiversity.

The symposium, hosted by the International RiverFoundation,
celebrates the environmental, economic and social value of rivers 
worldwide. The unique symposium provides an international forum for 
leaders to share knowledge, innovative ideas and best practices on all 
aspects of river and water management. Friends was a finalist for the 
Thiess International RiverPrize in 2019 and 2021.

Banner Year for Volunteers
Nearly 4,000 individuals volunteered their time and energy this year
to improve and protect the Chicago-Calumet River system. Dedicated
volunteers racked up more than 19,000 hours helping at Friends’ 
events, serving as advisors on our board and planning committee, and 
doing the hard work on the ground to clean up trash, remove invasive 
species, install aquatic plants and more. Together they made an
immediate impact on the quality of the river’s habitat and contributed 
the equivalent of more than $600,000 in donated time.

Chicago River Day continues 
to drive volunteer engagement 
as 57% of participants this year 
were first-time volunteers, and 
100% of volunteers surveyed 
said they would volunteer again. 
Also this year, 64 volunteer canoe 
guides – including 16 new guides 
– supported 43 canoe and paddle 
events; 80% of canoe program 
participants report they plan to 
take action to help the river. Also 
this year, Friends and corporate 
groups organized River Action 
Days for hundreds of their
employees. Visit chicagoriver.org 
to learn how you can help in 2023.

CHLORIDE IS TOXIC AND 
WE ARE NOT DONE YET

As salt spreader trucks and 
residents begin using deicers on 
streets and sidewalks this winter 
season, it’s important to remember 
the toxic effects of chlorides (road 
salt) to aquatic life, and to push
for better rules and regulations
governing the use of road salt.

Reducing chlorides has been high 
on the agenda for Friends since 
2002 when the Illinois EPA began to
address water quality standards 
that protect recreation and aquatic 
life. In 2018, after years of advocacy 
by Friends and our partners, many 
reaches of the river system became 
subject to stricter water quality
standards, including for chlorides. 
However, in November 2021, the
Illinois Pollution Control Board 
issued an order that, if approved by 
the U.S. EPA, would relieve the 48 
municipalities and agencies from 
having to meet these stricter
standards so long as they continue
to show reductions in chloride 
usage. Many reaches of the river 
system do not always meet the new 
chloride water quality standard of 
500 milligrams per liter (mg/L)
during winter months. 

To manage the reduction, the CAWS 
Chloride Initiative Work Group is 
assessing current water conditions, 
documenting current road deicing 
activities, developing a pollutant 
minimization plan, identifying
opportunities to reduce road salt 
runoff while maintaining public
safety, and then implementing the 
plan and documenting progress. 
Friends will monitor their progress 
and will call for action if they do not 
report change.Volunteers install native aquatic 

plants in the North Shore Channel 
which will grow into lush colonies.
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Why we should love the Canada goose
Depending on who you talk to, the Canada goose is either to be feared 
or appreciated. Loved by some, although usually from a safe distance, 
they are often misunderstood.

The native Canada goose can be found across North America,
especially in Canada and the northern United States, and they are 
plentiful in and along the Chicago-Calumet River system. They will 
also migrate south to escape colder winter weather, but usually just far 
enough to find open water that remains unfrozen. 

Two factors have dramatically affected their migration; urbanization 
and climate change. Geese love our city parks with lots of turf grass
because they provide food and unobstructed views to keep an eye out 
for predators, which are less common in the city. The city also
provides warmth. Urban heat keeps our rivers and ponds from freezing 
completely during the winter. Climate change also makes them less 
likely to freeze by shifting their winter habitat northward. With food 
and open water, these geese no longer need to leave during the winter.

Canada geese are the world’s largest goose. They develop large bodies
and strong wings needed for migration through eating large quantities

of food. Adults weigh between five and 15 pounds. Females weigh slightly less 
than males. Young geese, called goslings, grow very fast. To survive, they mimic 
the adults, learning how to swim and dive underwater just one day after
hatching. They learn how to fly when they are just a few months old, but
will stay with their parents for much of their first year. They will find a mate 
when they are about three, and geese pair for life, which can be anywhere
from 10 to 25 years.

Geese are amazingly resilient. In the early 1900s, hunting drove the Canada 
goose to the verge of extinction. Conservation programs and habitat protection 
helped halt their decline. Through research and banding, we better understand 
their migratory patterns and their life span. Geese are protected today by the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 and continue to thrive.

For a big bird, geese are adept fliers. Canada geese can fly up to 1,500
miles per day during migration. They can also reach speeds of 

up to 40 miles per hour while flying in formation.
The “V” formation geese travel in makes

them recognizable even from a great
distance. This shape allows for
energy efficient flight, with the
birds drafting off the leader.

Individual geese will take turns
flying in the front to help the group

from getting too tired. Migrating
groups can consist of up to 100 birds.

Canada goose
Branta canadensis

Illustration by
Jen Pagnini

SMC WOOLFORD
HONORED FOR HIS
LEADERSHIP

Congratulations to our valued
partner Kurt Woolford, executive 
director of the Lake County
Stormwater Management
Commission (SMC), for being
named the Government Civil
Engineer of the Year by the
American Society of Civil
Engineers of Illinois. He was honored 
at an award ceremony in Chicago 
in October for his leadership of the 
SMC, and in Lake County, where he 
is leading a more than $100 million 
stormwater infrastructure program. 
Under Woolford’s leadership, the 
SMC is also a vital partner of the 
Greater Chicago Watershed Alliance. 



HIGH
Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River gratefully acknowledges all the ways 
members, donors, and partners helped us achieve our mission to
improve and protect the Chicago River system for people, plants,
and animals from August 13, 2022, through November 14, 2022.
Individuals, businesses, and organizations who have given or
pledged $250 and above are listed below.
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The Otter Society

The Otter Society is Friends’
annual giving society and
recognizes individuals, businesses, 
and foundations that contribute 
$1,500 annually to the General
Operating Fund or the Voice for
the River Endowment. Chicago 
River Legacy members, who are 
thoughtfully providing for Friends
in their estate plans, are
also recognized as Otter
Society members.

Anonymous
Richard and Andrea Amend
Sally and Vincent Anderson
Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Atrium Landscapes
Cinda Axley
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
Judith Bassoul
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
The Builders Initiative
Chuck* and Jodi Cerny
City Cruises
Craig and Kate Coit
John Crowley
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Albert Ettinger and Sue Lannin
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie
Cynthia and Norm Goldring
Ryan Christopher Green
Cy H. Griffith and Maria Shay Griffith
Stacee Hasenbalg and
     Bahram Forouhi
John Himmelfarb and Molly Day
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Hunter Family Foundation
Irish Woods Foundation
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Thomas and Diane Judge
Larry and Denise Kaplan
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
The Knowles Foudnation
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Harry and Meredith Lamberton
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
Nick Longo

Jessica Merrick
Michael and Kim Moran
William and Patricia Moss
John and Sarah O’Connell
William and Jean O’Neill
Ozinga Bros., Inc. 
David Phillips
Brad Pollock
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
     Fund at The Chicago
     Community Foundation
David Reynolds
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
John Scanlon
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
SPACECO, Inc. 
The Tarko Foundation
John Tielsch and Deborah Garber
Jo Trahms
Timothy and Shannon VanTassel
Laurene von Klan and
     Sarah Kilpatrick
Waste Management
Wendella Tours and Cruises
David Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan
The Wrigley Building
Barbara and Victor Zaveduk

Voice for the River Endowment

Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Laurene von Klan and
     Sarah Kilpatrick
David Wong

Chicago River Legacy Society

Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jodi Cerny
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie
Nick Longo
Virginia Townsend* Trust
David Wong

INDIVIDUALS

Recurring/Monthly Donors

Anonymous (2)
Dominic Amato
Kate Chappell
Edward DeYoung

Kathy and Jim Gysler
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Heather McCowen and Paul Botts
Elizabeth C. O’Brien
Curtis Ryan
Glen and Barbara Shelly
Richard Wilson
Virginia Witucke
Monika Zochowska

Tributes

In honor of Harry Lamberton
Sonya Iloveras

In honor of Richard Lanyon
Sally and Michael Rosenberg

$5,000 and above

Anonymous (2)
Judith Bassoul
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jodi Cerny
Craig and Kate Coit
Sally Fletcher
Stacee Hasenbalg and
     Bahram Forouhi
Lawrence and Denise Kaplan
Michael and Kim Moran
David Phillips
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund

$2,500 to $4,999

Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Cinda Axley
Norman Goldring
Ryan Christopher Green
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Harry and Meredith Lamberton 
Nick Longo
Jo Trahms
Barbara and Victor Zaveduk

$1,000 to $2,499

Richard and Andrea Amend
Vincent and Sally Anderson
Andrea Billhardt Charitable Fund
John Crowley
Janet Dawson
The Fletcher family
The Garoon family
John Himmelfarb and Molly Day
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Thomas and Diane Judge
Ron Kaufman
Lydia Kelley
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
Martin Lagler
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Heulsing
Jacqueline J. Loewe
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
James Mark
Jessica Merrick
William and Patricia Moss
John O’Connell 
William O’Neill
Brad Pollock
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
     Fund at The Chicago
     Community Foundation

David Reynolds
John Tielsch and Deborah Garber
Timothy VanTassel
Laurene von Klan and
     Sarah Kilpatrick

$250 to $999

David Baer
John Barley
Marjorie Brownstein
Dale and Judy Bryson
Susan Carter
Randall and Lynn Clark
Albert Ettinger and Sue Lannin
Patricia A. Fosmoe
Scott and Cindy Grau
Cy H. Griffith and Maria Shay Griffith
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Gary Kolesar
Bart Lazar
Casey McDonough
Stephanie Meehan
Mishell Meyer
Cynthia Narut
John Scharmer
Michael Schwerha
Jeanine Sheehan
David Shepherd
Frederick Snyder
Jon and Carol Sudman
Eileen Sutter
John Swee
Jo Walsh
Jeff Wickenkamp 
David Wong

FOUNDATIONS,
CORPORATIONS,
AND OTHERS

$10,000 and above

G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
The Builders Initiative
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Hunter Family Foundation
The Knowles Foundation
Ozinga Bros., Inc.
Project Projects Chicago
SailGP
STS Foundation
Walder Foundation
Waste Management

$3,500 to $9,999

Chevron
CIBC
DePaul University
d’Escoto, Inc.
Lactalis Heritage Dairy
Lincoln Park Zoo
Loyola Academy
SPACEDO, Inc.
TIAA
The Wrigley Building

$1,000 to $3,499

Anonymous
Ace Hardware Corporation
APCO Worldwide
Atrium Landscapes
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   ...................YES! I want to support the Chicago River’s recovery and renaissance! .......................................

By becoming a member, you are making a strong statement that you want a healthier river for 
people, plants, and animals. Gift memberships are also available.

$1,500+   The Otter Society                                $156      Tributary Member (Emerging Leaders)

$1,000     Wild Mink                                             $100      Blanding’s Turtle
$500        Great Horned Owl                               $75        Tiger Salamander
$250        Yellow-headed Blackbird                    $35        Chorus Frog
$156        Black-crowned Night Heron                $10        Prairie Dropseed

        $____________________    I/we wish to only make a donation at this time.

Contact your employer’s Human Resources department today to find out if they have a matching 
gift program.

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________

For recognition purposes,
please list my name or company as ___________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________

Preferred phone _____________________________  Email _____________________________________

My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.

Charge my credit card (circle one)     American Express     Discover     MasterCard     Visa
Yes, please charge the 3.25% credit card transaction fee to my card so that 100% of my
membership/donation goes to Friends.

Card # ____________________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________

Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

I/we wish to be anonymous. Please do not list my/our name. 

I am curious about:              volunteering               sponsorship               planned giving

Please DO NOT add me to your email communications list.

Your generous support directly impacts Friends’
efforts to improve the Chicago River’s health and 
vitality in three important areas: education and
outreach; on-the-ground projects; and public policy 
and planning. 

Members receive:
• Free general admission plus discounts on bridge 

lift, tour tickets, and merchandise at our McCormick 
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum,

• Discounts on our canoe trips,
• A subscription to The River Reporter newsletter,
• Volunteer bulletins, email alerts, and other

opportunities for hands-on involvement, plus
• Invitations to special events such as Chicago River 

Day, Big Fish Ball, and Autumn Cruise, and
• Listing in Friends’ Annual Report.

Otter Society members represent Friends’ most
important philanthropic partnership. In appreciation 
of their generous support, they enjoy unique
benefits at three levels of giving. To learn more 
about how you can participate as an individual, 
household, or business, please contact
ahanrahan@chicagoriver.org or call
(312) 939-0490, ext. 19.

Interested in joining our monthly giving club?
Support Friends year-round through automatic 
monthly contributions as small as $10 per month. 
Contact membership at friends@chicagoriver.org
or call (312) 939-0490, ext. 10.

Friends of the Chicago River is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization. Please send this form and payment 
to: Friends of the Chicago River at 411 South Wells 
Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607, or join online 
at www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/membership.

Visit chicagoriver.org/events for details.

Member and Volunteer Celebration
Thursday, February 2, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Convenient downtown location to be shared
upon registration

2023 Ice Odyssey Cruise
Friday, February 17, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
River Esplanade at Cityfront Plaza Drive 

Chicago River Summit 
Wednesday, March 8, 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Location TBD

31st Annual Chicago River Day 
Saturday, May 13, 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon

16th Annual Big Fish Ball
Wednesday, May 31, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Westin Chicago River North

Calendar of Events
HIGH
Water Marks
Continued from page 10

Axis Capital Insurance
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Bridgeport Art Center
City Cruises
Deft
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Irish Woods Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
McCormick Foundation
National Charter Bus
Newell Brands
Ocean Conservancy
Orren Pickell Building Group
Rockwell on the River
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Table XI Partners, LLC
The Tarko Foundation

$250 to $999

Baxter & Woodman
CoreNet Chicago
Loyola University Chicago

Metropolitan Planning Council
Mitchell Elementary School
Mount Carmel High School

Matching Gifts

AbbVie, Inc.
Chevron
Google

Government Agencies

Chi-Cal Rivers Fund, a grant from
     the National Fish and Wildlife
     Foundation
Illinois Department of Natural
     Resources
Institute of Museum and
     Library Services

In-Kind

Arcadis U.S., Inc.
Two Brothers Brewing Company

*Deceased

We apologize if any names have been 
omitted, misspelled, or otherwise
incorrectly listed. If you feel an error 
have been made, please contact 
friends@chicagoriver.org so that we 
can correct our records.



                                                                        
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                     BE A FRIEND OF THE CHICAGO RIVER!

411 South Wells Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607

Return Service Requested

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
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                                                                                     Please visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.

                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

             
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

                             The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper.                          
                              

   Membership opportunities on page eleven.

We’re Moving!
Friends of the Chicago River is moving our offices February 1 to
121 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 1700, Chicago, Illinois 60601.
Our phone number remains the same, (312) 939-0490.

Ice Odyssey Cruise of the Chicago River
Join us Friday, February 17 at 5:30 p.m., for the 2023 Ice Odyssey 
Cruise. Hosted by Friends’ Otter Society Committee, the mystical 
Ice Odyssey cruise is an unparalleled opportunity to experience the 
enchanting beauty of the Chicago River aboard the majestic Odyssey 
Chicago River, a beautiful, glass-enclosed and climate-controlled
vessel. Early bird pricing runs to 9 a.m. January 6. Get your tickets
now at chicagoriver.org.

Donate Now to Support River-based Learning 
Symbolically adopt a field trip to support students and teachers engaged in our Chicago River Schools Network. 
Your donation supports river-based learning and helps create lifelong environmental stewards.
Donate now at chicagoriver.org.


