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Volunteers to the Rescue: Chicago River Day is 30
the river at the time—has steadily 
grown into Friends’ largest and
most popular volunteer event
of the year. 

The history of Chicago River Day 
comes alive in a story titled “River 
Rescue Leads to Riverkeeping” 
which appeared in Friends’
newsletter 30 years ago. The story 
highlighted the efforts of two
dozen volunteers who cleaned a 
three-mile stretch of the river’s 

North Branch in Linne Woods and 
St. Paul Woods in Morton Grove. 
As Bill Koenig, the event’s organizer 
said at the time, “When so many 
things seem beyond individual
impact, the River Rescue was a 
chance to make a difference. Citizens 
set an example of how much can be 
accomplished without sophisticated 
equipment. Our cleanups are
low-impact and high result.”

Fast forward 30 years, we see how 
our collective agency on behalf
of the Chicago-Calumet River
system has led us from rescue to
riverkeeping. Since 1992, volunteers 
have removed an epic 1.9 million 
pounds of litter and invasive plant 
material from the river, its banks, 
and tributaries.

The Chicago River system is
making a strong comeback due to
action and advocacy on its behalf; 
the results are smarter policy
decisions and the implementation of 
improved water quality standards, 
sewage effluent disinfection that
protects recreational users,
investments in public open space,
and wildlife habitat protection
and restoration.

On May 14, thousands of volunteers 
will roll up their sleeves at the 30th 
annual Chicago River Day with litter 
cleanups and restoration activities at 
nearly 70 locations along the river 
system. Events will be hosted from 
Lake County to the Calumet region
on Chicago’s southeast side and 
southwest to Summit, Palos, and 
beyond. This volunteer-driven event 
that began 30 years ago as Chicago 
River Rescue Day—reflecting the 
more dire environmental state of

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                  shopping carts by canoe during the f rst Chicago River Day in 1992. 
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          WADING IN

A Bold New Way of Thinking
Building Chicago’s new casino along 
the Chicago River isn’t any better 
than building it on the lake. The 
river is a natural corridor and a
community asset that must be
protected. Two of the three
proposals recommended to the 
mayor are on the river—one on
the North Branch on Goose Island 
and the other on the South Branch 
in the South Loop. 

These parcels are some of the
largest remaining river-edge sites in 
Chicago and provide unparalleled 
opportunity to embrace Friends’
vision of the river as a blue-green 
corridor of natural public open 
space, a view that is widely shared.  
A 2019 survey of Chicagoans by 
the Chicago River Edge Ideas Lab 
showed 65 percent of respondents 
want development by the river to 
follow a natural aesthetic and 63
percent want a natural river edge. 
The City’s own Chicago River
Design Guidelines call for a
“connected greenway” with public 
parks and a river that offers a
“peaceful, natural contrast to the 
urban environment.”  

Protecting the river and
improving its health makes
economic sense too. The University 
of Wisconsin-Whitewater’s Fiscal 
and Economic Research Center’s 
2019 report, “The Blue-Green
Corridor: Establishing the
Intersection between Economic 
Growth and Environmental Design,” 
found the return on investment for 
developing the river as a blue-green 

corridor provides $1.77 for every 
dollar spent. An earlier study
commissioned by Friends and
Openlands found the return on
investment from public open space 
and clean water infrastructure was 
$1.70 for every dollar spent.

If a riverfront location is selected, it 
demands a bold new way of thinking.  
The city must create a new type of 
casino, one with cutting-edge
sustainable design that contributes to 
climate resiliency and embraces the 
river as a natural resource. Imagine a 
vast park near Roosevelt Road with 
native landscaping leading to an 
overlook of sloping hillside down to 
the river covered with trees, shrubs, 
and open space – concealing the 
casino. This is a win-win-win for 
people, water, and wildlife. And for 
the City.

A lot of work by Chicago’s planning 
department and the community
went into the approved non-casino 
master plans of these sites to ensure
appropriate levels of open space and 
river-edge restoration. The City 
must ensure that promises made 
for river edge restoration and open 
spaces are built in any first phase
of casino development. The same 
high standards apply to any
temporary casino. 

We’d love your feedback. Please send 
your casino ideas to us at friends@
chicagoriver.org.

Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director
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The Summer Float Party is Set for August 2022
A float parade of elected officials, families, and friends 
will revel on the Chicago River this year in August as 
the Summer Float Party moves from Skokie to Chicago. 
Hundreds of participants will come together on inner 
tubes, floating loungers, and inflatable toys to celebrate 
the river’s improved health and to build awareness for 
the need to enforce the water quality standards that 
protect much of the river system for swimming. 

The Summer Float Party is an evolution of the Big 
Jump where elected officials jumped in the Chicago 
River at Ping Tom Memorial Park in Chicago’s
Chinatown neighborhood. At the inaugural
Summer Float Party last year, participants set off
from the Dammrich Rowing Center in Skokie and 
floated along the North Shore Channel.

This event is only possible because over the last 40 years 
the health of the river system has improved dramatically
through the advocacy and efforts of Friends of the
Chicago River, the City of Chicago, the Metropolitan 
Water Reclamation District and so many more partners, 
stakeholders, and committed community groups. Our 
success can be measured by more species of fish; more 
miles of river-edge trail; a flourishing riverfront
economy; and people in, on and along the water—
this time in floaty toys.

“The Summer Float Party is a fun way to send an
important call to action for regulators to step up and 
work with us on an action plan to meet the goal for 
swimming in the Chicago River system which was
approved by the USEPA in 2011,” said Margaret Frisbie, 
executive director of Friends of the Chicago River. “The 
health of the river system is dramatically improved and 
more people now see it as a valuable natural resource, 
but more work still needs to be done.” 

Friends has invited sponsor support of the Summer 
Float Party which makes it possible for people from 
across the Chicago region to participate by underwriting 
the cost of transportation, floaty toys, safety equipment, 
and commemorative T-shirts that recognize the
sponsors and this monumental event. Each sponsor will 
be issued tickets for their employees to join in the fun.

Stay tuned for details on when and where we will be
launching the 2022 Summer Float Party.

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                  Participants prepare to launch f oats at the 2021 Summer Float Party in Skokie.
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Welcome to the Board Brad Pollock and Jo Trahms
Friends of the Chicago River is pleased to welcome to our board
of directors Brad Pollock, area vice president of WM (Waste
Management), and Jo Trahms, director at William Blair.

Pollock is an expert in zero-waste system strategies to reduce,
reuse, and recycle. Trahms is at the forefront of efforts at William 
Blair to integrate environmental, social, and governance (ESG)
considerations into its transactions and in building relationships 
with an ever-increasing list of sustainability and ESG focused
investors. Their respective companies are longtime, active
supporters of Chicago River Day and the Big Fish Ball. 

Brad Pollock

Jo Trahms



years on the Saturday before St. Patrick’s Day, Friends 
led an effort for officers from the Forest Preserves of 
Cook County, the IDNR, and the MWRD to patrol
the North Branch on March 12. Thankfully, many
officers were on hand but there was a report of green 
discoloration spotted in the water near Kedzie Avenue 
the next day.   

Friends is advocating for Illinois EPA to require a
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permit for the dyeing of the river. “Illinois 
EPA has never required a NPDES permit so there is no 
way to know what the dye is or whether it is harmless,” 
said Margaret Frisbie, executive director of Friends of 
the Chicago River. “Regardless, dyeing the Chicago 
River green perpetuates the notion that it can be treated 
anyway anyone wants, rather than as a protected and 
valuable natural resource for people and wildlife. Now 
more than ever our land and waterways need protection 
and our traditions need to evolve to reflect that.”

Any dyeing, discoloration, or fly dumping in or near 
the river system should be reported immediately to the 
MWRD for investigation – (800) 332-DUMP.

Stop Treating the River as a Candy-Colored Toy
The out-of-date act of dumping dye into the Main Stem 
of the Chicago River for St. Patrick’s Day celebrations 
harkens back to the day when the river system was
considered a part of the sewer system rather than the 
valuable natural resource it is today. With the river 
brimming with life including people, fish, beavers, 
muskrats and turtles, Friends would like to see the 
tradition evolve into something that embraces the vastly 
improved health of the river system and the people and 
wildlife who enjoy and rely on it which could still be a 
wonderful and fun spectacle.

This year to guard against dyeing of the Upper North 
Branch of the river, which has occurred the past two 

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                  A Canada goose f oats in the candy-colored water days after the dye was dumped into the river.

4

More intensive design work is underway this year to 
construct a new engineered channel to test and deploy 
technologies to prevent invasive carp from moving
further north to the Chicago River system and the Great 
Lakes. In January, Illinois’ U.S. Senators Dick Durbin 
and Tammy Duckworth announced $225.8 million for 
the Brandon Road Lock and Dam invasive carp barrier 
near Joliet.

Friends of the Chicago River is part of the Chicago Area 
Waterway System Aquatic Invasive Species Stakeholder 
Committee which is comprised of representatives from 
40 public and private stakeholders, including Native 
American nations, working to prevent invasive carp in 
the waterway system.

Work is Underway in
the Fight Against
Invasive Carp

Friends of the Chicago River and the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago 
(MWRD) collaborate again in April on Overflow 
Action Awareness Month. This important
campaign engages the public about the importance 
of everyday actions in water use to help tackle 
threats to the river system and Lake Michigan 
posed by combined sewer overflows (CSOs), and 
how to eliminate them.

Last year’s Overflow Action Awareness Month
netted a six percent increase in sign-ups for OAD 
alerts, and garnered nearly 94,000 social media
impressions and engagements, and was the subject 
of significant news coverage. More information is 
available at chicagoriver.org.

April is Overflow Action 
Awareness Month



Great blue herons migrate as far south as Central 
America, returning to the Chicago area in early spring.
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Story continued from page 1

“When Chicago River Day began 
30 years ago, fishing, paddling, and 
accessible open space on the Chicago 
River system were novel ideas, and 
swimming was unthinkable,” said 
Margaret Frisbie, executive
director of Fiends of the Chicago 
River. “Now the Chicago River
system is healthier than it has been 
in 150 years and it is alive with 
people and wildlife. There is more 
work to do to address the continued 
impacts of sewage and stormwater 
pollution, and the climate crisis,
but people are awake to an
understating of the river as a
valuable natural resource and are 
springing into action to improve
and protect it.”

In 2004, 12 years after it began, 
Friends dropped rescue from the 
event’s name and Chicago River Day 
was ushered in, underscoring the 
river’s improved health and
its increased recognition as a
valuable natural asset to be improved 
and protected. That year, volunteers 
worked at 56 site locations; this year 
volunteers will be at nearly 70 sites, 

and our local partners and corporate 
sponsors continue to grow.

“On Chicago River Day we make 
an immediate positive impact on the 
health of the river,” added Annette 
Anderson, Friends’ volunteer, event, 
and canoe program manager. “It’s
energizing and inspiring to see 
volunteers and community leaders 
working side by side to care for the 
river and working to make the city 
and the region more beautiful by 
removing ugly and harmful litter.” 

To help connect people to river and 
its role as critical wildlife habitat, 
each year Friends features a river 
animal as part of Chicago River Day.  
This year it’s the Blanding’s turtle 
(Emydoidea blandingii) which
illustrates the interconnectedness 
of the land and water, and Friends’ 
turtle nesting work. The three-hour 
litter cleanup events kick off at 9 
a.m., and run to 12 noon. Advance 
registration is required
at chicagoriver.org. 

Special  thanks are due to all of our
2022 Chicago River Day corporate 
sponsors (listed on page 6).

Bill to Ban Foam 
Containers in 
Illinois Passes 
First Step
A bill to ban disposable food
containers made of polystyrene
foam passed the Illinois House 
Energy and Environment
Committee in February and
now moves to the full House
for consideration. This is an
important, early first step in the 
legislative process which requires 
the bill to be heard on the House 
floor for all representatives to 
vote on it, possibly next year.

A version of the bill is also
pending in the Illinois Senate
(SB 1973), but has yet to be 
heard in the senate’s Tourism and 
Hospitality Committee. Friends 
has worked in support of this 
proposed legislation and
encourages you to contact your 
state representative and state
senator to voice your support to 
ban foam containers in Illinois.

Friends trains volunteer leaders and provides supplies for litter cleanups
organized by community groups. For over 25 years, the Village of Glenview
has hosted Chicago River Day at the Techny Basin, a scenic wetlands
adjacent to the West Fork of the North Branch. Last year, Friends of
Downtown Glenview identified the need for a new site next to the West 
Fork of the North Branch that runs through downtown Glenview. For
their leadership, the group received an award from the village’s Natural 
Resources Commission.

“The West Fork of the river is an important and unique natural feature and 
Friends of the Chicago River has been a great resource. Together we
continue to enhance appreciation of the river,” said John Hedrick,
president of Friends of Downtown Glenview.

Community Organization Makes a Big Impact
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Friends thanks our sponsors
for making the 2022 Chicago
River Day possible:

STREAM
SPONSOR

CREEK
SPONSORS

MARSH
SPONSORS

SPRING SPONSORS

TRIBUTARY SPONSORS

ORGANIZATIONAL
PARTNERS
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                         Essanay Studio and Lighting     Inspire11     Meeting Tomorrow     SWCA Environmental Consultants

                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

            
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

                                                                    Centennial Volunteers    Chicago Park District    City of Chicago    Forest Preserves of Cook County

                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

            
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

                                                Lake County Stormwater Management Commission    Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Come Join Us... 30th Annual Chicago River Day
                               May 14, 2022, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Our annual spring litter cleanup
and restoration day event draws thousands of volunteers to work at nearly 70 locations along the river system.
This year’s activities also mark World Migratory Bird Day. Registration is required.

While the overall health of the Chicago River system continues to improve, litter remains a stubborn problem. 
Since Chicago River Day started in 1992, volunteers have carted off hundreds
of tons of garbage and invasive plant material from the 156-mile
Chicago River system, restoring riverbanks and open spaces.
Friends will also continue the successful Summer Challenge
litter clean up so volunteers can work together all
summer long to create a Litter Free Chicago River.

Blanding’s turtle
Emydoidea blandingii

Illustration by
Jen Pagnini

Sally Fletcher
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Friend of the Chicago River is thrilled to see the Women’s L Project symbolically name the Brown Line’s
Francisco Station located near the Upper North Branch for Friends’ Executive Director Margaret Frisbie.
Janet Volk, the project founder, created the project to honor women of Chicago—past and present—whose
life-changing work has made strong contributions to the city, to society, and to world. By renaming L stops

after these women, Volk “hopes to inspire people to strive for
greatness in their lives and positive change in their communities 
and the world.”

Historical Chicago women featured include Potawatomi Women, 
Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Hazel Johnson, and Gwendolyn Brooks.
Contemporary women include Michelle Obama, architect Jeanne 
Gang; Executive Director of the South-East Asia Center, San O; 
and the co-founder of Alivio Medical Center, Carmen Velásquez.
A poster, journal, and water bottle featuring every L stop named for 
a notable Chicago woman is available for purchase on the project’s 
website at womenslproject.com.

Women’s L Project Honors Margaret Frisbie

CBS 2 News interviewed Margaret Frisbie (seated left) and
Janet Volk about the Women’s L Project. 

Birds and Bats Make Their Way Back
As they migrate north following the shore of Lake 
Michigan and the Chicago-Calumet River system,
millions of birds are passing over Chicago this spring; 
and later this spring, migrating bats will start to
appear too.

Coinciding with Chicago River Day this year is World 
Migratory Bird Day which is celebrated on Saturday, 
May 14 to mark the journey of migratory birds
from wintering areas to nesting sites. Ducks begin 
migrating in March, and some continue to migrate into 
April and early May. Songbirds begin their migratory 
treks in April and May too. The Chicago Audubon
Society has a list of birding hotspots in the Chicago 
region on its website at chicagoaudubon.org. A list of 
common summer birds of Chicago is available on our 
website at chicagoriver.org/about-the-river.

In our region, the peak season for bats is June and July. 
Migratory bats have returned; others have come out
of hibernation, and their food source—insects—is
plentiful. In the Chicago region there are eight
species of bats, and 13 species in Illinois. Friends is
part of a group of volunteer community scientists
who collect vital data about bats in our region using 
acoustic monitoring. The volunteers are trained to

use equipment and walk transects after dusk when bats 
are out feeding. The protocol for community scientists 
was developed at the Urban Wildlife Institute of
Lincoln Park Zoo and the Illinois Bat Working Group.

Learn more about the life of bats and their role in the 
Chicago River system on our Inside, Out & About 
podcast featuring Kickapoo Woods which includes an 
interview with bat expert Liza Lehrer, assistant director 
of the Urban Wildlife Institute.

Volunteer monitors look out for bats at one of our six
maternity colony structures in Cook County.
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Inside, Out & About Profiles River System
Leaders Who Inspire Us All
Now in its second year, our Inside, Out & About podcast series expands 
to feature people whose work inspires action and advocacy for the natural 
world; advancing ideas and strategies of how we can all work together to 
improve and protect the river system for people, plants, and animals.

Episodes this year feature Mary Pat McGuire, associate professor of
landscape architecture at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
and director of Water Lab. As a partner of the Chicago-Calumet River
Watershed Council, McGuire talks about her expertise and leadership to 
bring science, engineering, and design together to examine how we should
live differently with
water in urban areas 
like Chicago, and how 
we can create strategies 
to retrofit cities with 
nature-based green 
infrastructure. 

Other featured guests 
include three very 
exceptional leaders—
all recipients of our  
River Commitment 
Awards in 2021—
whose work inspires 
others to advocate
for the river system.

In one episode we speak with Matt Renfree, senior program specialist 
at the Chicago Park District, who discusses how his passion for the 
river led him to create the innovative River Lab to help kids and 
families learn about the ecology of the river system. In another
we talk with Jeff Skrentny, a stewardship leader at LaBagh Woods 
located on the Upper North Branch of the Chicago River, to discuss
how his volunteer team reinforced the importance and value of
LaBagh Woods as a critical location for migrating birds. We also hear 
Katherine Tellock describe how she was inspired by Chicago River 
Day to start Cleanup Club Chicago, an organization of dedicated 
volunteers making Chicago cleaner and healthier by picking up litter 
in public places. A video featuring all three is available on our blog.

This podcast series, launched in January last year, explores locations 
along the Chicago and Calumet rivers including the Chicago Portage 
National Historic Site, Bubbly Creek, and other beautiful river-edge 
forest preserves. The most recent episode featuring the International 
Dark-Skies Association is available now. Listen to the entire series of 
Inside, Out & About podcast episodes at chicagoriver.org.

Matt Renfree demonstrates equipment
available at the River Lab.

LAkE COUNTy SMC
CELEBRATES 20 yEARS
OF ISOLATED WETLANDS
PROTECTION

Twenty years ago, the Lake
County Stormwater Management 
Commission and the Lake County 
Board amended its Watershed
Development Ordinance to regulate 
the Isolated Waters of Lake County 
(IWLC) to overcome a risk to
wetlands in the wake of a U.S.
Supreme Court ruling prohibiting
the Army Corps of Engineers from 
regulating isolated wetlands.

The successful result has been the 
protection of a total of 790 acres of 
mitigated and preserved wetlands 
throughout Lake County, providing 
850 million gallons of food water 
storage. In addition to food water 
storage, wetlands provide many
important functions and benefts,
such as water quality improvement, 
fsh and wildlife habitat, carbon
sequestration, and recreational
opportunities just to name a few.

Mary Pat McGuire (left) and Margaret Frisbie 
(center) tour the Indian Ridge Marsh-South 
restoration site.
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           & CURRENTS Blanding’s turtle
Blanding’s turtles need your help. This native species of turtle is
endangered in Illinois. It is a late-maturing, long-lived species
that struggles to find its place living alongside humans. Habitat 
fragmentation and loss, predation, and mortality when traversing 
roads all contribute to their declining population. They are found in 
the northern half of Illinois, within a few other states in the Upper 
Midwest, New England, and southeastern Canada.

A colorful little turtle, the Blanding’s turtle is five to seven inches 
long. Their dark brown or black shell typically has numerous,
scattered yellow spots. Its most prominent identifying characteristic 
is a bright yellow chin and throat that makes it appear as if they’re 
smiling all the time.

Blanding’s turtles prefer calm, shallow waters like wetlands, bogs,
rivers and streams, with rich, aquatic vegetation. They will eat
crayfish, insects, frogs, snails, berries and plants. They are aquatic 
turtles, but can sometimes be found foraging on land. Blanding’s 
turtles will overwinter submerged in the muddy bottoms.

Blanding’s turtles can live to be 70 and do not reproduce until they 
are around 12 years old. Females travel up to a mile overland to find
a nesting site. During this voyage they are vulnerable to predators 
and cars. Hatchlings face the reverse trip on much smaller legs.
Their mortality has been estimated to be as high as 93% which is one 
of the reasons why Friends’ turtle habitat projects are so important. 
Such losses have had an irreversible impact, decimating many local 
turtle populations.

Protecting our wetland, river and dune habitats for Blanding’s turtles 
is essential for their survival. Restoring and connecting open space is 
also important to improve and expand available habitat. They would 
benefit greatly from fences that divert them into special tunnels
under existing roads. These actions would increase access to habitat 
and nesting grounds, and give them a fighting chance.

HELP THE URBAN FORESTRy 
ADVISORy BOARD GET GOING

If you live in Chicago, it’s time to
tell the Chicago City Council to
follow through on their passage of 
the Urban Forestry Advisory Board 
and appoint members to the Board. 
Our partner at Openlands provides 
an easy-to-use online form—
Openlands.org/takeaction—
to contact your alderperson and
Mayor Lori Lightfoot to request
their action on appointments to
this important board.

The recent 2020 Tree Census by
The Morton Arboretum reported that 
Chicago’s tree canopy is now at
16% - one of the lowest of any
major U.S. city.

OTTER RESEARCH PROJECT 
NEEDS yOUR HELP

Otters are the ambassador species 
of Friends of the Chicago River, and 
they are making a comeback in the 
river system and have been spotted 
in Palos, Itasca, Lemont, and
Evanston. The Urban River Otter
Research Project—working closely 
with our partners at the Forest
Preserves of Cook County—
is evaluating how river otters are
adapting to increased urbanization.

You can help the otter project
gather vital data by sending them 
information about any otter sightings 
you spot. They offer an online form 
that is available at chicagoriver.org 
where you can also learn more about 
this important wildlife project on
our blog. And, be sure to share
any otter photos/video (or any 
Chicago-Calumet river wildlife)
with us at wildlife@chicagoriver.org.

Blanding’s turtle
Emydoidea blandingii
Illustration by
Jen Pagnini



HIGH
Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River gratefully acknowledges all the ways 
members, donors, and partners helped us achieve our mission to 
improve and protect the Chicago River system for people, plants, and 
animals from January 12, 2022, through March 14, 2022. Individuals, 
businesses, and organizations who have given or pledged $250 and 
above are listed below.
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The Otter Society

The Otter Society is Friends’ giving 
society and recognizes individuals, 
businesses, and foundations that 
contribute $1,500 annually to the 
General Operating Fund or the
Voice for the River Endowment.
Chicago River Legacy members, 
who are thoughtfully providing
for Friends in their estate plans,
are also recognized as
Otter Society members.

Anonymous (4)
Richard and Andrea Amend
Vince and Sally Anderson
Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Atrium Landscapes
Cinda Axley
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
Judith Bassoul
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jodi Cerny
City Cruises
Craig and Kate Coit
Grant Crowley
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie
Cynthia and Norm Goldring
Ryan Christopher Green
Cy H. Griffth and Maria Shay Griffth
Stacee A. Hasenbalg and
     Bahram Forouhi
John Himmelfarb and Molly Day
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Hunter Family Foundation
Irish Woods Foundation
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Larry and Denise Kaplan
Ron Kaufman
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
The Knowles Foundation
Harry and Meredith Lamberton
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
Jessica Merrick

Michael and Kim Moran
William and Patricia Moss
John and Sarah O’Connell
William and Jean O’Neill
David Phillips/Anne and
     Donald Phillips Family
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
David Reynolds and
     Stacy French Reynolds
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
Jack Scanlon
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Tarko Foundation
John Tielsch and Deborah Garber
Timothy and Shannon VanTassel
Waste Management
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc.
David Wong
The Wrigley Building
Sean Wynne
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk

Voice for the River Endowment

Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
David Wong

Chicago River Legacy Society

Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jodi Cerny
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie
Virginia Townsend* Trust
David Wong

INDIVIDUALS

Recurring/Monthly Donors

Anonymous (3)
Kathleen Chappell
Robin Delapena
Edward DeYoung
Margaret M. Goddard-Knop
Kathy and Jim Gysler
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Elizabeth C. O’Brien
Camden Treadway
Richard Wilson

Virginia Witucke
Monika Zochowska

Tributes

In Honor of Judith Bassoul
Michael Baumstein and
     Alicia Sullivan

In Honor of Chicago bars
     and restaurants
Tanteo Spirits

In Honor of Rachel krucoff
Ira Abrams

$5,000 and above

Anonymous (1)
Judith Bassoul
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jody Cerny
Craig and Kate Coit
Albert Ettinger and Sue Lannin
Sally Fletcher
Larry and Denise Kaplan
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
Michael and Kim Moran
David Phillips/Anne and
     Donald Phillips Family
Virginia Townsend* Trust

$2,500 to $4,999

Anonymous (1)
Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Cinda Axley
Cynthia and Norm Goldring
Stacee Hasenbalg and
     Bahram Forouhi
Harry and Meredith Lamberton 
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk

$1,000 to $2,499

Anonymous (1)
Richard and Andrea Amend
Vincent and Sally Anderson
Grant Crowley
Christopher Grady
Ryan Christopher Green
Cy H. Griffth and Maria Shay Griffth
John Himmelfarb and Molly Day
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Ron Kaufman
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Johnathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
Jessica Merrick
William and Patricia Moss
John and Sarah O’Connell
William and Jean O’Neill
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer Fund
     at The Chicago Community
     Foundation
David Reynolds and
     Stacy French Reynolds
Jack Scanlon
John Tielsch and Deborah Garber
Jo Trahms
Timothy and Shannon VanTassel

David Wong
Sean Wynne

$250 to $999

Michael Baumstein and
     Alicia Sullivan
Elizabeth Cisar
The Kistler Charitable Fund
Jeanine Sheehan
William A. Spence

FOUNDATIONS, 
CORPORATIONS,
AND OTHERS

$10,000 and above

Aon Foundation
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Exelon
Hunter Family Foundation
The Knowles Foundation
Mars Wrigley Foundation
Metropolitan Planning Council
Oberweiler Foundation
Waste Management

$3,500 to $9,999

Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
The Cynthia Weglarz Rountree Fund
P. J. Wells, Inc. - O’Brien’s
     Restaurant
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc.

$1,000 to $3,499

Atrium Landscapes
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
City Cruises
The Cynthia Elkins Foundation
Euromonitor International, Inc.
The GoodCoin Foundation/
     Target Circle
Irish Woods Foundation
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Lakeside Bank
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
Tanteo Spirits
Tarko Foundation

$250 to $999

Bubbly Dynamics, LLC
Christopher B. Burke
     Engineering, Ltd.
Harrison Street Real Estate Capital
The Joyce Foundation
SWCA Environmental Consultants

GOVERNMENT AGENCES

Chi-Cal Rivers Fund, a grant from
     the National Fish and Wildlife
     Foundation
Friends of the Forest Preserves/
     Chi-Cal Rivers Fund
Illinois Department of Natural
     Resources
Institute of Museum and
     Library Services
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   ...................YES! I want to support the Chicago River’s recovery and renaissance! .......................................

By becoming a member, you are making a strong statement that you want a healthier river for 
people, plants, and animals. Gift memberships are also available.

$1,500+   The Otter Society
$1,000     Wild Mink
$500        Great Horned Owl
$250        Yellow-headed Blackbird
$156        Black-crowned Night Heron
$156        Tributary Member (Emerging Leaders)

        $____________________    I/we wish to only make a donation at this time.

Contact your employer’s Human Resources department today to fnd out if they have a matching 
gift program.

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________

For recognition purposes,
please list my name or company as ___________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________

Preferred phone _____________________________  Email _____________________________________

My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.

Charge my credit card (circle one)     American Express     Discover     MasterCard     Visa
Yes, please charge the 3.25% credit card transaction fee to my card so that 100% of my
membership/donation goes to Friends.

Card # ____________________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________

Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

I/we wish to be anonymous. Please do not list my/our name. 

I am curious about:              volunteering               sponsorship               planned giving

Please DO NOT add me to your email communications list.

Your generous support directly impacts Friends’
efforts to improve the Chicago River’s health and 
vitality in three important areas: education and
outreach; on-the-ground projects; and public policy 
and planning. 

Members receive:
•	 Free general admission plus discounts on bridge 

lift, tour tickets, and merchandise at our McCormick 
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum,

•	 Discounts on our canoe trips,
•	 A subscription to The River Reporter newsletter,
•	 Volunteer bulletins, email alerts, and other

opportunities for hands-on involvement, plus
•	 Invitations to special events such as Chicago River 

Day, Big Fish Ball, and Summer Cruise, and
•	 Listing in Friends’ Annual Report.

Otter Society members represent Friends’ most
important philanthropic partnership. In appreciation 
of their generous support, they enjoy unique
benefts at three levels of giving. To learn more 
about how you can participate as an individual, 
household, or business, please contact
kolsenclark@chicagoriver.org or
call (312) 939-0490, ext. 19.

Interested in joining our monthly giving club?
Support Friends year-round through automatic 
monthly contributions as small as $10 per month. 
Contact membership at friends@chicagoriver.org
or call (312) 939-0490, ext. 10.

Friends of the Chicago River is a nonproft 501(c)(3)
organization. Please send this form and payment 
to: Friends of the Chicago River at 411 South Wells 
Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607, or join online 
at www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/membership.

$100      Blanding’s Turtle / Business
$75        Tiger Salamander / Family
$35        Chorus Frog / Individual
$10        Prairie Dropseed / Volunteer,
                            Teacher, or Student

30th Annual Chicago River Day
Saturday, May 14, 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Register now at chicagoriver.org.

Bridgehouse Museum
Opens on Saturday, May 14. Visit 
bridgehousemuseum.org for details 
and special event rental information.

Big Fish Ball
Wednesday, June 1 at the Westin
Chicago River North hotel. Tickets 
are available now at chicagoriver.org/
events.

Friends’ Annual Meeting
Wednesday, October 19.
Location TBD. RSVP required.

Calendar of Spring/Summer Events
Upcoming Paddles and
Canoe and Cleans
Chicago Botanic Gardens

May 21
Full Moon Paddle (Skokie Lagoons)

June 11 and 12  
North Branch Wilderness Paddle

September 10
Halloween Paddle at River Park

October 30
Canoe and Cleans

June 4 and 18; July 30; August 6;
September 24; October 8 and 22

Times for each paddle will be posted
to Friends’ website as soon as they are 
finalized. More paddles will be added 
so please check back for updates.

HIGH
Water Marks
Continued from page 10

Matching Gifts

Anonymous
AT&T Matching Gift Program
Comcast, Giving Campaign
Guggenheim Partners, LLC
Harrison Street Real Estate Capital
The Joyce Foundation
Lenovo
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
William Blair

In-kind

Chicago Boat Rentals

*deceased

We apologize if any names have 
been omitted, misspelled, or
otherwise incorrectly listed. If you 
feel an error has been made, please 
contact friends@chicagoriver.org so
that we can correct our records.



                                                                        
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                     BE A FRIEND OF THE CHICAGO RIVER!

411 South Wells Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607

Return Service Requested

Nonproft Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Chicago, IL

Permit No. 6269
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                                                                                     Please visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.

                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

             
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

                             The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper.                          
                              

   Membership opportunities on page eleven.

Join us For Chicago River Day 
Join Friends on Saturday, May 14 for the 30th Annual Chicago River Day.
Help us drive toward a litter free Chicago-Calumet River system.
Register now at chicagoriver.org.

Visit the Bridgehouse Museum 
The McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum opens May 14 for
the 2022 season. For rentals contact Josh Coles at jcoles@chicagoiver.org.
Go to bridgehousemuseum.org for details.

Celebrate at the Big Fish Ball 
Join us Wednesday, June 1 at the Westin Chicago River North hotel for our
largest fundraising event of the year—the Big Fish Ball. Get your tickets now
at chicagoriver.org/events.


