
                                    
   

   
   

   
                               REPORTER

VOL. 35 #1
newsletter for friends of the chicago river
Winter 2022

       the

river
Connectivity Action Plan Brings the River to Life 

1

One of the most critical challenges 
facing urban wildlife is providing 
safe movement to find food sources, 
shelter, and opportunities to
reproduce. Species need to move
between habitat areas throughout 
their life, especially in urban
watersheds like those of the Chicago 
and Calumet Rivers, where even 
though there are excellent resources 
in our forest preserves and parks 

After months of collaborative work 
with our partners, Friends’ planning 
team has launched a compilation 
of inspiring new resources to aid in 
realizing our vision for the Chicago 
River system to be part of a broader 
network of connected habitats.
The Habitat Connectivity Action 
Plan (HCAP) consists of up-to-date 
methodologies, mapping analysis, 
and education and advocacy tools. 
Please visit chicagoriver.org to view 
the HCAP through an interactive 
StoryMap, specially created for
the project.

Friends took on this effort because 
we recognize that significant positive 
changes have occurred in the
Chicago River system due to the 
cumulative impacts of decades of 
on-the-ground projects and policy 
changes, allowing for more
ambitious habitat goals for the
future. But also, because we are
entering into a new phase of
concerning climate change related to 
global biodiversity loss that further 
urban waterways management can 
help address. These opportunities 
and challenges led us to reflect on 
where we are today, to research new
approaches, and to outline future
strategies to advance the Chicago 
River system as a habitat network.
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                                                                                     Please visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.

habitat is too often fragmented into 
many small patches, rather than
larger single acreages. The linear 
river system and its tributary streams 
and channels is well positioned to 
play a larger role in linking between 
these patches, and our region is 
geologically located where rivers, 
streams, and parks meet the Great 
Lakes. The Chicago River system
is already a living, natural resource 
that is home to hundreds of different 
species, ranging from large
mammals like coyotes (Canis latrans) 
and American mink (Neovison vison) 
to the tiny Ebony jewelwing
damselfly (Calopteryx maculata).
It also serves as a key stopping place 
for migrating species.

Wildlife species today are facing 
unprecedented challenges due to
the effects of the climate crisis,
such as changing average weather 
patterns and loss of food sources. 
The National Fish and Wildlife 
Service reported 23 species lost to 
extinction in 2021 alone. Other
scientists are ringing alarm bells, 
pointing to disturbing statistics such
as the National Audubon Society 
who reported that two-thirds of 
North American birds are at

“We can - and do - often say 
that the Chicago River is one of 
the city’s most valuable resources 
for many groups of rare and 
declining birds. This visual
depiction of the value of the 
river for wildlife makes the 
point in a very compelling way. 
It has engaged our members. 

The river is one of the city’s 
fastest-developing areas, and
we will be relying on this 
StoryMap in our conversations 
with decision makers about 
improving river-edge habitat 
for birds.”

Judy Pollock, president
Chicago Audubon Society.
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Friends of the Chicago River was 
founded in 1979 to improve and
protect the Chicago River system
for people, plants, and animals.
Considering the state of the river 
then, its current condition seems 
nothing short of a miracle.

Yet the fact that our vibrant river 
system is alive with people, plants, 
and animals including nearly
80 species of fish, eagles, beavers, 
mink, muskrats, turtles, eels, and
otters is not a miracle. It is the
outcome of 42 years of hard work, 
innovative thinking, creative
solutions, and community building 
to make the river whole.

Our founders could see past the
sewage that once haunted the river 
on average every three days and 
past the fences that prevented river 
access. They saw a future for the 
river that included people swimming 
and enjoying it in all the ways we do 
today, a river that provided social, 
economic, and environmental
assistance and they made great 
strides towards achieving it.

Yet today with the climate crisis 
bearing down and challenges
remaining from the century and a 
half of the river system being treated 
as a sewage canal and dumping 
ground for heavy metals, garbage, 
and anything else people could think 
to put in it, winding the clock back 
to the days when it was a pristine
waterway surrounded by a mosaic
of woodland, wetlands, and prairie
is not an easy task.

But we are up for it because the
current Friends of the Chicago River 
staff are as innovative, hardworking 
and community-oriented as our past. 
Last year, Friends’ staff:

• Completed the multi-stakeholder 
NPDES Community Report 
which will drive equity-based river 
use and improvements in the years 
to come,

• Released our Habitat Connectivity 
Action Plan (HCAP) to improve 
and connect wildlife habitat even 
through the urban core,

• Restored hundreds of acres of
river-adjacent properties to create 
habitat for all of kinds of wildlife 
including endangered species such 
as the Hines emerald dragonfly, 

• Began restoring Indian Ridge 
Marsh-South, a remnant
hemi-marsh that is a critical
habitat site on Chicago’s South 
Side, and 

• The Chicago-Calumet River
Watershed Council commenced 
the development of a watershed-
wide Natural Solutions Tool that 
will help us prioritize projects 
centered on benefits grounded in 
equity, resiliency, biodiversity and 
improved public health.

These efforts lay the foundation for 
the next iteration of the Chicago 
River system. Which still won’t be
a miracle; only what has always
been deserved.

Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director

Hard Work Makes Miracles



Restoration Project Underway on Southeast Side

New boardwalk and greater 
public access at Indian Ridge 
Marsh - South.

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                                                                  
                  Members of the Chicago-Calumet River Watershed Council.

 

33

Friends Receives Force of Nature Award
Friends of the Chicago River was honored in December by Chicago Wilderness with a 2021 Dr. George B. Rabb 
Force of Nature Award for its “bold and exceptional work” to reconnect southwest suburban Mill Creek to the
Cal-Sag Channel; reversing a nearly 100-year-old decision to separate the two waterways and reestablish access to 
the high quality creek that provides excellent habitat for native fish and other aquatic life. 

The nearly $250,000 restoration project was developed by Friends
and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and funded by the 
Chi-Cal Rivers Fund. The 2019 project in the Palos region removed
thousands of pounds of limestone and concrete shelves which blocked 
passage from the Cal-Sag Channel into the creek and added
naturalistic rock and pool formations enabling fish to swim upstream. 
The barriers were an unfortunate byproduct, primarily from the
construction of the Cal-Sag Channel, completed in 1922. Fish
monitoring shows five new species of fish, including channel catfish 
and pumpkinseed, moved up into Mill Creek just months after the 
barriers were removed. 

Friends’ Executive Director Margaret Frisbie (left) receives the
2021 Force of Nature Award from Lydia Scott, Director of the Chicago 
Region Trees Initiative.

Work began in November on a multi-benefit ecosystem restoration project
on Chicago’s Southeast Side which will serve as a model and catalyst for the
Chicago-Calumet River Watershed Council’s collaborative approach, and is
essential to addressing the multi-faceted challenges that communities and the
environment face due to the climate crisis.   

In partnership with the Chicago Park District and the Southeast Youth Alliance
and funded by the Walder Foundation, the project at Indian Ridge Marsh – South 
will restore roughly 50 acres of hemi-marsh wetland habitat, offsetting centuries
of degradation through pollution, altered hydrology, climate change, and the
introduction of invasive species. The project site is also in a FEMA Flood Hazard
Area and will reduce the 
amount of stormwater
runoff and pollution.
A boardwalk has been 
built which will allow for 
improved public access. 

Initiated by Friends of 
the Chicago River, the

16-member Watershed Council is a diverse set of partner 
organizations collaborating to manage stormwater across 
traditional jurisdictions using nature based solutions 
which bring multiple social, economic, and
environmental benefits with them.



Grant Award for Thorn Creek Habitat Restoration 
Restoration of wildlife habitat in and along the Chicago 
River system is essential to help wildlife, especially
at-risk species, who suffer due to habitat degradation, 
lack of available habitat, and pollution. 

With a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation’s Chi-Cal Rivers Fund, Friends will lead the 
restoration of nearly 120 acres of habitat in the Forest 
Preserves of Cook County at the Sweet Woods Forest 
Preserve, along the Little Calumet River’s Thorn Creek 
tributary, in south suburban Glenwood.

Since 2016, Friends has restored over 637 acres at
river-edge forest preserves, removing invasive species
and improving habitat. Restoration also improves 

stormwater infiltration; additional stormwater
infiltration benefits for these completed projects are 
calculated at over 10 million gallons for each one inch 
per hour rain event.

The Sweet Woods restoration project will remove
invasive species, improve stormwater infiltration,
enhance high-quality habitat for Illinois species of 
concern, and lead to a better experience for users of the 
Thorn Creek Trail System in the southern suburbs. 

The NFWF Chi-Cal Rivers Fund also funds our
large-scale restoration work along the Crooked Creek 
tributary as well as funding our award-winning work 
reconnecting southwest suburban Mill Creek to the 
Cal-Sag Channel. More information about Crooked 
Creek is available by visiting our Inside, Out & About 
resources on Friends’ website chicagoriver.org. 

Administered by the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, the Chi-Cal Rivers Fund is supported by 
BNSF Railway, Cleveland-Cliffs, Crown Family
Philanthropies, the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 
Foundation, Hunter Family Foundation, The Joyce 
Foundation, the Walder Foundation, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the U.S. Forest Service.

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                  Thorn Creek at Sweet Woods.

Friends of the Chicago River is disappointed in Chicago’s 
single-use plastics ordinance which took effect on January 18. 
The ordinance fails to go far enough to curb plastic pollution 
and eliminate polystyrene used in foam takeout containers
and drinking cups.

Friends, and a host of environmental organizations, supported
the more comprehensive “Plastic-Free Water” ordinance that 
was introduced in 2020 by Alderperson Scott Waguespack 
(32nd). That ordinance would have banned polystyrene
containers and require reusable plates and dishes when
dining-in at restaurants among other provisions. Friends
continues to work with our partners towards better policy.

Chicago’s Single-Use Plastics Ordinance
Misses the Mark 

Low resolution litter.

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                  Single-use plastics and other garbage accumulates in the river, degrades water quality, and puts wildlife at risk.
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Forty Years of Restoration Informs New Investments    

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                                                                  
                            

           Sweet Woods will be a new site for restoration.

Great blue herons migrate as far south as Central 
America, returning to the Chicago area in early spring.
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Story continued from page 1

increased risk of extinction from 
global temperature rise, this equals 
389 species and we have already lost 
3 billion individual birds. Scientists 
and writers like Elizabeth Kolbert 
have labeled our era the sixth mass 
extinction event of Earth’s history.

Though scientists historically didn’t 
focus on the role that urban areas 
play in protecting biodiversity, today 
biologists focus specifically on urban 
wildlife research including our
partners at the Urban Wildlife
Institute, Loyola University, the 

Field Museum, Openlands, Shedd 
Aquarium, and others who helped 
us shape this plan. In particular the 
Chicago Audubon Society was a 
close partner, who hosted two
workshops specifically focused on 
bird strategies as well as featured
the project outcomes in their
December blog.

In all, over 20 organizations and
over 30 individual experts helped us 
create new tools for our advocacy 
work. In the words of evolutionary 
ecologist and author of Win-Win 
Ecology, Michael Rosenzweig, in
referring to how to broaden the 
scope of biodiversity protection,
he said: “We must abandon any
expectation that reserves by
themselves, whether pristine or 
restored, will do much more than 
collect crumbs. They are the 5%.
We need to work on the 95%.”  
 
Friends considers everything
created as part of the project to
be working documents that will 
continue to be adjusted, refined, 
enhanced, and expanded as we
move forward. The tools include 
maps showing existing habitat 
patches, a map of connectivity
opportunities to link them,
implementation strategies, and

a river-edge development resource 
guide. We will continue to use the 
outcomes of the project as a way to 
connect with long-standing and
new partners on future work. Our 
partners are already using the tools 
to help describe habitat
connectivity principles and goals
to the public, show how river
systems play a role, and illustrate 
the potential for increasing habitat 
networks in our region.

“Friends has done an amazing job 
amassing data and turning it into 
stories to help shape the future of 
our waterways and the animals that 
call them home,” said Dr. Austin 
Happell, research biologist at the 
Shedd Aquarium. “At Shedd
Aquarium, we are working to
connect data on aquatic animals
with that of river habitat to better 
understand how our waterways
function and which habitats support 
greater biodiversity so we can better 
inform future restoration activities.”

Friends has already begun using 
these tools in our work with private 
property owners to discuss good 
practices for supporting connectivity 
on river sites and to scope our next 
round of habitat restoration projects. 

One of the additional goals of the Habitat Connectivity Action Plan (HCAP)
is to reflect on where and how we have historically invested our resources in
habitat restoration projects to spark discussion about where to direct
investments in the future. As part of that process our team worked to collect
40 years of projects into a geographic database now hosted on the HCAP
website at chicagoriver.org.

New projects we have launched this year include a hemi-marsh restoration
project located at Indian Ridge Marsh-South in Chicago, and an invasive
removal and restoration project located in the Sweet Woods site near
Thornton, in the Forest Preserves of Cook County (See page 4).

Wilson’s warbler, a migratory
songbird stressed by habitat loss. 
Photo by Janet Pellegrini.
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The Chicago River Schools Network (CRSN),
Friends’ premier education program, is celebrating its 
25th year. With the Chicago-Calumet River system as 
a teaching tool, the CRSN enriches academic courses 
with river-based learning for students, helping them 
grow a life-long sense of stewardship for the river.

Since its founding in 1996, the CRSN has engaged
more than 450,000 students and teachers in science, 
language, and history activities at river locations,
north and south. Designed to provide teachers with
the tools they need to meet the state’s Next
Generation Science Standards, the CRSN provides 
K-12 teachers with the training and personalized
assistance they need to take their students on an
adventure into the turbulent history, evolving
ecology, and improving health of the river system.
Students investigate real world issues and create
service learning projects that work to solve everyday 
problems facing the river and our communities. 

The benefits of place-based learning are numerous. 
Childhood experiences in nature have been shown to 
influence how we see nature as adults. Interactions
with “wild nature” can have a great influence on
how we value the environment later in life.

Leading the CRSN since 2007 is Friends’ Ecology and 
Outreach Manager Mark Hauser. With more than 30 
years as an environmental educator, Hauser is a certified 
interpreter with a master’s degree in natural resources 
from The Ohio State University.

Chicago River Schools Network at 25:
River Education During the Pandemic

“The CRSN helps teachers integrate the river system 
into their classrooms in ways that challenge their
students academically,” said Hauser. “Together, we
create hands-on learning opportunities to grow
students’ awareness and attitudes about science and
nature, and set them on a path to be good stewards of 
their communities and of their planet.”

Educators appreciate
the benefits of teaching
environmental science to
their students in natural
settings using the river. “It 
didn’t make sense to me to 
teach environmental science 
and not get out and do stuff in 
the environment,” said Greta 
Kringle, a science teacher at 
Solorio Academy High School 
on Chicago’s Southwest Side. 
“I knew I wanted to have a 
field trip that was special for 
our group…. and the content
learning (of the CRSN) is 
deep and authentic to what 
environmental scientists do.”

Andrew Narvaez-Rodriguez, one of Kringle’s students
at Solorio, wrote about a fall 2021 trip to the river,
“This trip showed me how polluted our waterways
really are and how even clear water can still be polluted. 
This made me care more about our Chicago ecosystem, 
and it makes me want to take action to preserve it. I 
learned new things about science and the river all while 
having fun. I want to preserve our ecosystems. We only 
have them once and we cannot take them for granted.” 

CRSN programs were adapted during the pandemic 
with free online experiences and distance learning to 
support the many school districts in the Chicago region
including Chicago Public Schools. To view CRSN
digital content, visit Friends’ YouTube channel. With 
a return to in-person programming during the current 
school year the CRSN has already partnered with more 
schools than during the previous 18 months combined.

Students from Budlong Elementary School caught crayfish 
and explored water quality issues on a trip to the river.

Greta Kringle, Friends’
educator of the year, 2018.
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Story continued from page 6

Susan Elliott, a teacher at Francis Parker School, summed 
up the importance of river education. “In light of the past 
year,” she said, “just getting out and getting involved in 
citizen science was a wonderful way to counteract climate
despair and pandemic fatigue.”

Rebecca Wingate, an adjunct
professor at the Department
of Civil, Architectural, and
Environmental Engineering
at the Illinois Institute of
Technology, took her students on 
a trip to Bubbly Creek in 2021. 
Wingate said, “My students got
to see the consequences of
pollution with their own eyes and 
the results of efforts to reverse
environmental damage. I think the 
memory of this trip will stay with 
them for a long time and provide
opportunities for reflection 
throughout their careers.”

The CRSN is also one of Friends’ most diverse and 
inclusive programs. Public schools represent 90% of
CRSN participants. In 2019, Friends conducted a
five-year analysis of the CRSN and found that 69%
of schools served were Chicago Public Schools, with
53.1% of students from low-income families. Over that

same period, students served were 
37.1% Latinx, 29.6% Caucasian, 
20.6% Black, and 7.3% Asian. 

One of the best ways students
engage with the CRSN is at the
annual Chicago River Student
Congress, a student-led
conference about river issues.
The next Student Congress is
being planned for April 2022.

For more information about
the CRSN, and our ongoing and
individualized assistance for
educators, contact Hauser directly
at mhauser@chicagoriver.org.
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River Champion
Matt Renfree (right) with Margaret Frisbie.

Spirit of the River
Jeff Skrentny

Volunteer of the Year
Katherine Tellock (front and
center in the white hat).

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                   Greta Kringle’s students from Solorio Academy High School learned how to distinguish a male and female crayfi sh.

The River Commitment Awards honoring exceptional efforts on behalf of the Chicago-Calumet River system were 
presented to three outstanding individuals this year. 

Jeff Skrentny, a stewardship leader at LaBagh Woods, received the Spirit of the River award for his dedicated
habitat restoration work; Matt Renfree, senior program specialist at the Chicago Park District, received the River 
Champion award for creating the innovative River Lab at Chicago’s River Park; and Katherine Tellock, founder of 
Cleanup Club Chicago, received the Volunteer of the Year award for mobilizing
volunteers to make Chicago healthier through citywide litter cleanups.

Friends’ Annual River Commitment Awards
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Friends’ Policy Manager Joins 
Environmental Commission
Chelsey Grassfield, policy manager at Friends of the Chicago River, was 
unanimously approved by the Cook County Board in November to serve 
on the county’s Environmental Commission.

Established in 2019, the Commission brings together nine stakeholders 
from across the county, representing different sectors, to work on climate 
resiliency with innovative and practical environmental initiatives.

The commission identifies three annual environmental goals and works 
toward their implementation. The goals of the environmental commission 
this year include implementing industrial composting in Cook County 
for large scale facilities, planting 1,000 trees throughout the county, and 
amending the Chicago Streets and Sanitation weed ordinance to allow
for native gardens.

At Friends, Grassfield’s work includes
research on water quality issues to 
inform and influence public policy. 
Her research work also supports the 
Chicago-Calumet River Watershed 
Council. Grassfield also serves on the 
steering committee of the Coalition 
for Plastic Reduction.

Festive Evening Celebrates
a Healthy River
More than 175 revelers traveled down
the South Branch of the Chicago River in
October for the eighth annual river cruise
benefiting the education and public
outreach programs of the McCormick 
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum.

“Our sponsors, volunteers, and Bridgehouse 
Committee members all came together to 
make a fun evening celebrating the
revitalization of the Chicago-Calumet River 
system and the action and advocacy of
Friends of the Chicago River and our partners to improve and protect the 
health of the river,” said Josh Coles, director of the Bridgehouse Museum.

The 2022 season of the Bridgehouse Museum opens May 14 and
reservations for summer private events rental begin now.

LAkE COUNTY
LAND RESTORATION

In December our partners at
the Lake Forest Open Lands
Association announced the
addition of a 102-acre natural 
landscape in Lake County which 
had been proposed for a 265-unit 
mixed-use development. Now
permanently protected, it is the
association’s goal to restore the 
land and plan for a future public 
nature preserve for all to enjoy.
The site boasts an impressive
matrix of high-quality wetland, 
sedge meadow, and oak savanna 
habitat along the headwaters 
of the West Fork of the North 
Branch of the Chicago River. 

LOCAL CLIMATE
ACTION NOW

The UN’s COP26 conference
in November failed to reach a 
consensus on how the reach the 
goal of limiting warming to 1.5 
degrees Celsius and achieve a 
path for global net zero carbon 
emissions. Therefore in the
Chicago-Calumet River
watershed, we must act to 
achieve more against the
climate emergency, especially
in underserved communities.
Big advances for blue-green
infrastructure lay ahead. For
instance, we can act to transform 
the 30 percent of land surface on 
the South Side of Chicago that is 
asphalt alone, according to the 
Water Lab at the University of
Illinois. This is one example of 
what must be done to prioritize 
green infrastructure investments 
to the benefits of humans and 
wildlife where they are needed 
the most.

Chelsey Grassfield
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Hooded Merganser
If you are looking for something special this winter on the Chicago
and Calumet rivers, keep your eyes peeled for the hooded merganser,
a small species of duck that frequents our area in winter. They are
native and common throughout southern Canada and the northern 
United States; however, sightings can be few and far between, due mostly 
to their shy nature and preference for specialized out-of-the-way habitat. 
The merganser prefers wooded lakes and ponds, or slow-moving stretches 
of rivers where they can live undisturbed. Their habitat must contain
plentiful food and mature trees for nesting.

Like many ducks, the male is brightly colored for courtship, while the 
female is more camouflaged. Pairs form in late fall or winter and will nest 
in a tree cavity near water, usually up to 75 feet above the ground, but will 
also nest in an available duck box. Females lay about one dozen plain eggs, 
with shells thicker than most ducks. Females will often lay eggs in any 
available nest, even those of another female, or even another species of 
duck, especially wood ducks. Incubation takes about 30 days.

Within 24 hours after hatching the female calls to her young from
below the nest. The hatchlings jump, tumble, and fall to the ground, and, 
eventually, make it to water. They are able to find their own food, mostly

insects to start. The female tends to them until they can fly – about two months. Ducklings will sometimes swim 
together in a group that resembles a swimming muskrat, both for safety and to potentially deceive predators.

Hooded mergansers are not long-distance migrators. They spend the winter anywhere where winter temperatures 
allow for ice-free conditions. The climate crisis is causing a shift in their range. At the current rate of temperature 
increase, both their summer and winter habitat would move several hundred miles northward over the next 30 years. 
As they attempt to stay cool, they could become a mostly Canadian species, losing much of their southern range, 
including that in Illinois and Chicago.

Mergansers are our only ducks that specialize in eating fish and will seek out good habitat; unpolluted open water 
alongside a shore covered with emergent aquatic vegetation. They will also occasionally prey on crayfish, aquatic 
insects, tadpoles, and snails. The merganser forages by diving underwater or searching among the vegetation and

can remain submerged for up to two minutes. They hunt
by sight and have excellent underwater vision. Once a

meal is caught the merganser will resurface to swallow
their prey, making sure to eat it headfirst, thus

avoiding injury from any backwards-pointing fins.

Because of their high reliance on aquatic prey,
hooded mergansers are very susceptible to
pollution; some toxins accumulate up the food

chain, or simply kill off their source for food.
Deforestation is another threat as they require

mature trees for nesting and raising their
young. Find out where you might see a

merganser at chicagoriver.org.

Hooded
Merganser
Lophodytes cucullatus
Illustration by
Jen Pagnini

WILDLIFE MONITORS
ARE VITAL

Each year Friends trains
volunteer wildlife monitors to 
observe and report on the
progress of targeted habitat 
initiatives for bats, osprey, and 
turtles. The trained wildlife
monitors play a vital role in
helping us understand the
success of our efforts over time. 

In 2021, 13 volunteer monitors
spent a nearly 58 hours in the
forest preserves monitoring the
three targeted species,
submitting 71 detailed field
reports. Sign up for Friends’
e-newsletter at chicagoriver.org 
to make sure you do not miss
the a chance to participate.



HIGH
Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River gratefully acknowledges all the ways 
members, donors, and partners helped us achieve our mission to 
improve and protect the Chicago River system for people, plants, and 
animals from August 12, 2021, through January 12, 2022. Individuals, 
businesses, and organizations who have given or pledged $250 and 
above are listed below.

To become a member, please visit
chicagoriver.org/donate/membership.
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The Otter Society

The Otter Society is Friends’ giving 
society and recognizes individuals, 
businesses, and foundations that 
contribute $1,500 or more annually 
to the General Operating Fund or
the Voice for the River Endowment. 
Chicago River Legacy members, 
who are thoughtfully providing
for Friends in their estate plans,
are also recognized as Otter
Society members.

Anonymous (4)
Richard and Andrea Amend
Vince and Sally Anderson
Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Atrium Landscapes
Cinda Axley
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
Judith Bassoul
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jodi Cerny
City Cruises
Craig and Kate Coit
Grant Crowley
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie
Cynthia and Norm Goldring
Ryan Christopher Green
Cy H. Griffith and Maria Shay Griffith
Stacee A. Hasenbalg and
     Bahram Forouhi
John Himmelfarb and Molly Day
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Hunter Family Foundation
Irish Woods Foundation
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Larry and Denise Kaplan
Ron Kaufman
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
The Knowles Foundation

Harry and Meredith Lamberton
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
Jessica Merrick
Michael and Kim Moran
William and Patricia Moss
John and Sarah O’Connell
William and Jean O’Neill
David Phillips/Anne and
     Donald Phillips Family
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
David Reynolds and
     Stacy French Reynolds
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
Jack Scanlon
Sieg Dunlap Foundation
Tarko Foundation
John Tielsch and Deborah Garber
Timothy and Shannon VanTassel
Waste Management
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc.
David Wong
The Wrigley Building
Sean Wynne
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk

Voice for the River Endowment

Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Laurene von Klan and
     Sarah Kilpatrick
David Wong

Chicago River Legacy Society

Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jodi Cerny
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie
Virginia Townsend* Trust
David Wong

INDIVIDUALS

Recurring/Monthly Donors

Anonymous (2)
Edward DeYoung
Margaret M. Goddard-Knop
Kathy and Jim Gysler
Doug Irmen
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Elizabeth C. O’Brien
Camden Treadway
Richard Wilson
Virginia Witucke

Tributes

In Honor of Annette Anderson
Judy Anderson 
In Honor of our Chicago family
Dianne Patrick and Mark Mitchell
In Honor of Sarah and Todd Ferry
David Klehr
In Honor of Friends’ Staff
Henrietta Saunders and Richard Day
In Honor of Diane Judge
Thomas Judge
In Honor of Ellison knapp
Jennifer Knapp
In Honor of Charles Lally
Thomas and Meribeth Lally
In Honor of Frank Ludovina
Annie Morse
In Memory of Dr. Anthony Montag
Dr. Katherine Griem
In Honor of Mike Mocerino
Sara Crow
In Honor of Chris Parson
Harry Richter
In Honor of Jason Rigali
Julie Kanak
In Honor of Debora Roessler
Gordon Weaver
In Honor of David Sanborn
Kara Johnson
In Honor of Noelle Snow
Kevin Snow
In Honor of Donald VanDeVoort
Lydia Fahrenkrug
In Honor of Don and Carol Wolniak
Dr. Jennifer Tackett
In Honor of Gregor Wolniak
Dr. Jennifer Tackett
In Honor of Philip Zawa
Claire Zawa

$5,000 and above

Judith Bassoul
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jody Cerny
Craig and Kate Coit
Elizabeth Crown and Bill Wallace
Sally Fletcher
Albert Ettinger and Sue Lannin
Larry and Denise Kaplan
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda

Michael and Kim Moran
David Phillips/Anne and
     Donald Phillips Family
Virginia Townsend* Trust

$2,500 to $4,999

Anonymous (1)
Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Cinda Axley
Cynthia and Norm Goldring
Stacee Hasenbalg and
     Bahram Forouhi
Harry and Meredith Lamberton 
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk

$1,000 to $2,499

Anne Abramson and
     Basil Chaltas Jr. Family Fund
     at Jewish Federation of
     Metropolitan Chicago
Richard and Andrea Amend
Vince and Sally Anderson
Andrea Billhardt Charitable Fund,
     an American Endowment
     Foundation Donor Advised Fund
Marjorie Brownstein
Grant Crowley
Janet Dawson
Kitty and Lee Freidheim
Howard and Cindy Garoon
Hansen Family Charitable Fund,
     an American Endowment
     Foundation Donor Advised Fund
Allen Giedraitis
Ryan Christopher Green
Cy H. Griffith and Maria Shay Griffith
John Himmelfarb and Molly Day
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Angela Hotca-Roos
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Thomas and Diane Judge
Ron Kaufman
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Mary E. Lambert
Johnathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Jacqueline J. Loewe
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
James Mark
Jessica Merrick
William and Patricia Moss
Joan E. Neal
Elizabeth C. O’Brien
John and Sarah O’Connell
Sean O’Connor
William and Jean O’Neill
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
David Reynolds and
     Stacy French Reynolds
John Scanlon
Sirius Fund-Peter and
     Ginny Foreman
John Stephens
John Tielsch and Deborah Garber
Timothy and Shannon VanTassel
Louis Weiss
David Wong
Sean Wynne

                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

             
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

                                                                                                        
                            

                              
                             Continued on page 11...
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Adopt a Painted Turtle
Help Friends continue our important wildlife
habitat work by symbolically adopting a painted 
turtle. In doing so, you will support
Friends’ wildlife habitat
projects and advocate
for clean water and
healthy habitat which
improves the river
system for the more
than 80 species of fish,
countless species
of birds, beavers,
muskrats, turtles, and
the occasional river otter
that call it home. Several different
adoption package levels are available. Visit
chicagoriver.org to make your symbolic adoption
and to learn more about our turtle restoration work. 
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HIGH
Water Marks
Continued from page 10

INDIVIDUALS

$250 to $999

Anonymous (3)
Maurice Fantus and Judith A. Aiello
     Philanthropic Fund at the
     Jewish Federation of
     Metropolitan Chicago
Sandra Allen and S. James Perlow
Joe and Ann Marie Arden
Henry and Lele Barkhausen,
     The HWB Charitable Goal Fund
Louise Barrett
Robin and Peter Baugher
George and Ellen Benson
Bill and Cindy Brashler
Dale and Judy Bryson
Suellen Burns and Weston Morris
The Toni and John Burt Family Fund
     at The Chicago Community
     Foundation
Julie and Rik Chomko
Paula and Joe Dempsey
Philip Enquist
Patricia A. Fosmoe
Doug Farr and Gail Niemann
Marilynne Felderman
David W. Foster
Margaret Frisbie and Matt Binns
Nancy L. Gajewski
Meredith C. George
Natalie J. Gillespie
Hanna Goldschmidt
Christopher Grady
Emily Harris and Jim Ridker
Thomas and Rita Hefty
Chris and Virginia Hill
Howard Isenberg
The Irvine Fund at The Chicago
     Community Foundation
David Jennerjahn
Ruth Joplin
Brian King and Patricia DeMarais
Gary Kolesar
Bart Lazar
Cathleen Marine
Clark and Sari Maxfield
Patrick T. McBriarty
Mishell Meyer
Katherine Miletich and
     Dan Fermandez
Mary Ellen Mitchanis
James Naughton and Anita Andren
John and Susan O’Connell
Kim Olsen-Clark and Ian Clark
Chris and Nan Parson
Patricia and Jeffrey Patterson
John D. Podesta and
     Mary S. Podesta
Ian Powers
Robert Reuland
Rod Scheele

Michael Schwerha
Jeanine Sheehan
David Shepherd
Nevo Shinaar
Frederick Snyder
Mary Southard
Jon and Carol Sudman
Ron and Dee Tevonian
Reven Uihlein-Fellars
Gintaras A. and Gloria Vaisnys
Laurene von Klan and
     Sarah Kilpatrick
Jeff Wasil
Presbury West
Karen G. Wilson
Michael and Mary Woolever
Kurt Woolford

FOUNDATIONS,
CORPORATIONS,
AND OTHERS

$10,000 and above

Abra Prentice Foundation, Inc.
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
Jim Beam Suntory
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Hines
Hunter Family Foundation
The Knowles Foundation
Molson Coors Beverage Company
Patagonia
Peoples Gas Community Fund
     at the Chicago Community
     Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
Shoreline Sightseeing
Walder Foundation
Waste Management

$3,500 to $9,999

Dr. Scholl Foundation
JCCC Foundation
The Lumpkin Family Foundation
Ogden Avenue Materials
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc.
Wight & Company

$1,000 to $3,499

Anonymous (1)
Atrium Landscapes
Bailey Edward
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
City Cruises
Dixon Enterprise
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation 
Flusso Studios
Hapatune
HESNI - Healthcare Engineers
     Society of Northern Illinois
Illinois - Indiana Sea Grant and the
     Center for Great Lakes Literacy
Irish Woods Foundation
Jocarno Fund
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Loyola Academy
McCormick Foundation

North Shore-Barrington
     Association of Realtors
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
Schulze & Burch Biscuit Co.
Tarko Foundation
Weaver Consultants Group
Wellington Avenue United
     Church of Christ
The Wrigley Building

$250 to $999

Active Transportation
Cougle Commission Company
Energy 350, Inc.
Engineering Resource
     Associates, Inc.
Essanay Studio & Lighting Co., Inc.
Hey and Associates, Inc.
Illinois Institute of Technology
Loyola University
Mitchell School
The Northman
Oil-Dri Corporation of America
Openlands
Ork, Inc. DBA Neighborly
Prassas Landscape Studio, LLC
The River North Residents
     Association

Matching Gifts

AT&T Matching Gift Program
Conagra Brands Foundation
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Energy 350, Inc.
Gannett Foundation

GOVERNMENT AGENCES

Chi-Cal Rivers Fund, a grant from
     the National Fish and Wildlife
     Foundation
Friends of the Forest Preserves/
     Chi-Cal Rivers Fund

In-kind

Anonymous (1)
Devenir Art & Design
Half Acre Beer Co.
Albert Ettinger
Libby Hill
Illinois Institute of Technology
The Northman
Kim Olsen-Clark
Chris Parson
Wendella Tours and Cruises

*deceased

We apologize if any names have 
been omitted, misspelled, or
otherwise incorrectly listed. If you 
feel an error has been made,
please contact Kim Olsen-Clark
at kolenclark@chicagoriver.org so 
that we can correct our records.

Friends of the Chicago River
is a proud member of
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411 South Wells Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607
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                                                                                     Please visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.

                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

             
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

                             The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper.                          
                              

   Membership opportunities on page eleven.

Join in a Big Celebration
This year Friends of the Chicago River is hosting the 30th annual
Chicago River Day on Saturday, May 14. Through this decades-long
community action project nearly 70,000 volunteers have removed over
1.9 million pounds of litter, debris, and invasive plant material from the
river and its banks. Pitch in this year as we celebrate this important milestone 
and drive toward a completely litter free Chicago-Calumet River system.

Visit Natural Areas in Winter
Enjoy the winter season of the Chicago River system by visiting any
of the natural areas featured in our Inside, Out & About program.
Visit chicagoriver.org to learn about these beautiful sites. 

Walking in the snow at Somme Woods.
Photo by Tina Onderdonk.


