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Battle for Bubbly Creek Not Over Yet 
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funding appropriations by 
Congress for the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ (USACE) Fiscal Year 
2021Work Plan did not include an 
appropriation for Bubbly Creek 
restoration. Friends of the Chicago 
River will work with our partners to 
advocate for this critical funding in 
2022 so this long overdue work can 
get underway. 

The $11.6 million authorized in
the bill helps clear the way for
restoration once final funding is 
secured for the USACE’s Bubbly 
Creek Integrated Ecosystem
Restoration Feasibility Study and 
Environmental Assessment Project. 
This project is an important next 
step to restoring healthy aquatic and 
riparian habitats at Bubbly Creek 
which assist urban wildlife and
migratory species that are under 
threat from habitat loss and the
increasing effects of climate change.

In 2004, Friends of the Chicago
River, the City of Chicago, USACE, 
and other partners launched the 
Bubbly Creek Recovery Initiative to 
lay the foundation for investment
in habitat functions, in-stream 
structure, and the planting of native 
plants in this reach of the Chicago 
River system.

The efforts of Friends of the
Chicago River and our partners to 
restore the health of the South Fork 
of the South Branch of the Chicago
River, widely known as Bubbly 
Creek, gained a victory in January 
when the omnibus spending bill was 
signed into law. The bill included
an authorization for $11.6 million 
for restoration work to address
the impacts of combined sewer
overflows, sediments, and the loss
of aquatic habitat on this vital reach 
of the Chicago River. An additional 
$6.2 million in funding is required 
by a local sponsor.

However, since the omnibus
spending bill was signed into law, 
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                    See page eleven for membership opportunities.

                                                                                                                                                 
              

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
                                                                                     Please visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.

“Authorization of the USACE’s
Bubbly Creek ecosystem restoration
plan is a significant step toward 
beginning the healing process for 
Bubbly Creek which is one of
most abused reaches of the entire 
156-mile river system,” said
Margaret Frisbie, executive director
of Friends of the Chicago River. 
“Now, along with our partners, 
we must amplify the call to secure 
funding to allow the Army Corps to 
commence work at Bubbly Creek 
next year. Securing this investment 
in ecological health will benefit 
people and wildlife and compensate 
for more than 100 years of abuse.

“Bubbly Creek was originally a
prairie slough/wetland that
meandered slowly, flowing into
the South Branch and eventually 
to Lake Michigan,” said Frisbie. 
“We have already observed beavers, 
snapping turtles, endangered black 
crowned night herons, kingfishers,
and a host of other bird species, 
including migratory waterfowl and 
songbirds there. We know that with 
the work planned, broader wildlife 
populations will be supported in the 
future and that Bubbly Creek will 
emerge as a vital community asset.” The investment of resources at

Bubbly Creek will benefit the river,
the community, and wildlife.
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     Photo by Lake County Forest Preserve District

Join me on your favorite platform 
for the inaugural episode of Friends’ 
new podcast, Inside, Out & About, 
part of a new endeavor that will 
take people on a journey along the 
Chicago River system. Intended to 
deepen our relationship with nature 
and increase awareness of our
natural areas, Inside, Out & About 
will promote and encourage their
use and stewardship, create
immersive experiences, and help 
people learn about the many ways 
being outside in nature is good for 
our health. 

The first expedition is to the
Chicago Portage National Historic
Site where the bur oaks are older 
than the City of Chicago and
famously in 1673 Father Jacques 
Marquette and Louis Jolliet traveled 
by canoe through what came to be 
known as Mud Lake. They learned 
of the portage, which provided a 
critical link between the Mississippi 
River and the Great Lakes, from
the Kaskaskia who, like other
Native American tribes, recognized 
its value as a critical transit point. 
Once crossed, the seven-mile
connection provided on-the-water 
access to much of the United States. 

Joining me for the first episode
are Friends of the Fox River
Executive Director Gary Mechanic, 
who founded Friends of the
Chicago Portage; Ben Goldfarb, 
award-winning environmental 
journalist and author of Eager: The 
Surprising, Secret Lives of Beavers
and Why They Matter; and

The Honorable Sergio Rodriguez, 
the mayor of nearby Summit, Ill., 
who is also a Chicago River Day 
volunteer site captain. They weave 
together the fascinating, sometimes
heart-breaking, and complex story 
of our human and natural history 
entwined for thousands of years
and tie it to the present.

The podcast and associated
programming will include a myriad 
of experiences including video-based 
and self-guided field trips, family
activities, introductions to local 
plants and animals – such as the
beaver whose role as ecosystem
engineer cannot be overstated
and whose near eradication has been
horrendous – and the podcast which 
will run once a month. The program, 
much of which will be provided in 
English and Spanish, will explore 
new sites along the Chicago River 
system every month.

Later in the year we will invite 
participation in Chicago River Day, 
ask for litter volunteers so that we 
can achieve our goal of a Litter Free 
Chicago River, invite people
canoeing, lead nature walks and 
engage people in making our
natural areas healthier through our 
Centennial Volunteers partnership 
and other volunteer activities. 

In the meantime we look forward to 
beginning this exploration and hope 
you will come along.

Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director

Being Inside, Out & About
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United Nations Association Honors Friends
Friends is pleased to have received the Global Goals Award from the United Nations 
Association of Chicago which recognizes local individuals or organizations dedicated to 
upholding the 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the UN’s 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

Friends was recognized for our “extraordinary leadership and efforts in support of Global 
Goal #14: Life Below Water.” The Sustainable Development Goals were adopted by world 
leaders in September 2015. The 2020 Global Goals Awards Ceremony also celebrated
UN Day in Chicago, marking the 75th anniversary of the United Nations and its founding 
Charter in 1945. 

At a virtual awards ceremony, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres  congratulated 
all of the award winners. These included Friends’ partners at the Illinois Environmental 
Council and Urban Rivers for the Wild Mile and a host of other worthy organizations 
upholding the values of sustainability, world peace, and collaboration.

Welcome to the Board –
Ryan C. Green
Friends of the Chicago River is pleased to welcome
Ryan C. Green, chief investment and administrative
officer at DL3 Realty, to our Board of Directors. 

“I am truly inspired by the progress that Friends of the Chicago
River has made over the years to clean up and transform the river into
a broadly-valued community asset for all life forms - people, plants, and 
animals,” Green said. “I am humbled and energized by the opportunity
to join this organization of change makers committed to promoting the 
recognition and appreciation of biodiversity and elevating the role of
nature in our modern urban jungle.”

An alumnus of the University of Chicago
Law School and Emory University, 
Green’s expertise includes real estate, 
business, finance, dispute resolution and 
strategy as well as advising institutional 
investors, not-for-profit organizations, 
universities, and government agencies. 

Green also serves as a member of the
Chicago Central Area Committee’s
Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative;
Business Leadership Council; Lambda
Alpha International, Ely Chicago
Chapter; and as a mentor at the Lesbian 
and Gay Bar Association of Chicago. 

Ryan C. Green

Inside, Out & About
is a new initiative at

Friends to increase
awareness of our local

natural areas, promote their
use, encourage stewardship, and

help people understand that being 
outside in nature is good for our 
health. The program is for people 
of all ages and will provide a series 
of expeditions along the Chicago 
River system where beauty and 
nature abound.

Utilizing art, music, interviews,
self-guided tours, and a podcast
we hope to provide hours of
entertainment and information
about the river, local wildlife
and history; all to deepen your 
outdoors experience of the river 
system. The adventure begins
with a look at the Chicago
Portage National Historic Site
in Lyons, Ill. To learn more, visit
chicagoriver.org/about-the-river. 

Friends Debuts
Inside, Out
& About
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The Path to Success: Think Big, Act Regionally
In an effort to unite the region around the use of
green infrastructure and to understand the multiple 
benefits from nature-based solutions for stormwater 
management, Friends’ title for the 2020 Chicago River 
Summit was “Soaking It In: A Regional Vision for 
Nature-Based Green Infrastructure.” Held in
November, the summit featured presentations by
innovative leaders from across our region who discussed
successful strategies for addressing this issue. The
summit, which was sold out when it was first scheduled 
in March 2020, was a great success. A central theme
to emerge was that in the face of habitat loss, the
climate crisis, and communities in need, nature-based 
stormwater management is essential. To be effective in 
the 21st century we need to think big, act regionally,
be creative, and act now.

Throughout the three day Zoom-based summit
experts shared their green infrastructure successes and 
delved into how to create more resilient cities using 
nature-based stormwater management approaches to 
reduce impacts on communities and natural resources. 
Nature-based solutions are an environmentally
impactful approach to stormwater management that
can supplement or even supplant gray infrastructure,
offering numerous additional benefits.

Kevin Shafer, executive director of the Milwaukee
Metropolitan Sewerage District, stressed the
over-arching importance of water quality to shape 
stormwater management strategy. “We started to change 
the discussion in 2008 to say that water quality is the 
most important thing; making sure that drinking water 
is clean and that our waterways are open for
recreation,” said Shafer. 

Huge opportunities for blue-green infrastructure lay 
ahead for cities said Mary Pat McGuire, landscape
architecture professor at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign. “The surface of a
highly-engineered city is effectively a headwater of the 
system where upwards of 80% of the land surfaces are 
impervious in some way,” she said. “Green-blue
adaptations can be the game-changer and it requires
institutional leadership to do it.”

For green infrastructure maintenance and workforce
development, regional and local coordination among 
NGOs, philanthropic organizations, and communities is 
essential to build sustainable, long-term green

infrastructure partnerships. To protect community
assets, reduce costs for municipalities and to provide
equitable workforce development opportunities
“[we need] large-scale solutions that include the
sharing of services to maintain green infrastructure,”
said Mollie Dowling, executive director of OAI, Inc.

Beyond capital spending for green infrastructure,
listening to community-based groups such as block 
clubs is essential said Palencia Mobley, deputy director 
and chief engineer of the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department. “I like to say ‘wet weather
treatment’ because not everyone knows what a
combined sewer overflow is, but if I say ‘wet weather’ 
you think about rain and if I say ‘treatment’ you know 
I’m doing something to it.”

All presentations from this year’s summit are available 
on Friends’ YouTube channel.

•	 Over 20 years we have captured
over a quarter of a billion gallons
of rainwater on our project sites. 

•	 Over 1,000 restored acres of
natural area.

•	 Hundreds of thousands of land
restoration volunteer hours.

Friends’ Land Restoration 
for Stormwater Capture



Great blue herons migrate as far south as Central 
America, returning to the Chicago area in early spring.

5

The Bubbly Creek ecosystem restoration plan of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers incorporates restoration of 40 acres including 30.7 acres 
of substrate restoration consisting of “capping” the stream bed with 
rounded river rock, quarried stone and sand. Other features of the plan 
include 9.3 acres of riparian plant restoration, one acre of emergent 
plant restoration, and 3.3 acres of submergent plant restoration and 
woody debris restoration at approximately 10 locations – anchoring 
trees, rootwads, trunks and large branches to enhance habitat diversity 
and provide sheltering areas for aquatic species.

Bubbly Creek is a 1.25-mile channel that begins near 38th Street at the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago’s Racine 
Avenue pumping station and flows north to the South Branch
of the Chicago River. 

Acres of Restoration Planned for Bubbly Creek 

Revitalizing Bubbly Creek has been
a long time coming and will be a 
great example for the neighborhood 
and the region.
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long the riverbank and in the river.

Story continued from page 1

The bill also authorizes more than 
$557 million in federal funds for 
the Brandon Road Lock and Dam 
in Joliet, Ill., to support commerce 
and prevent Asian carp, an aquatic 
invasive species, from reaching the 
Chicago River system and the
Great Lakes. Friends of the Chicago 
River is part of the Chicago Area 
Waterway System Aquatic Invasive 

Species Stakeholder Committee 
which includes representatives from 
40 public and private stakeholders 
working to prevent Asian carp from 
gaining access to the waterway
system. They have been advocating 
for Asian carp action since 2010.

Frisbie thanked U.S. Senator Dick 
Durbin for his long-time support
of Chicago River restoration and
the Bubbly Creek plan. Frisbie
also thanked members of the
Illinois Congressional delegation 
who worked hard to advance the
restoration work at Bubbly Creek 
including U.S. Representatives
Sean Casten (IL-06) and Jesús 
“Chuy” García (IL-04).

“Authorizing an Army Corps
feasibility study for the Bubbly 
Creek Project is a critical next step 
towards the restoration of this
important segment of the Chicago
River,” said U.S. Senator Dick 
Durbin. “The Bubbly Creek Project 
has been years in the making, and 
I will continue working to advance 
this project and to protect and
improve the Chicago River.”

Congressman Casten said, “I’m 
proud that so many important
Illinois water infrastructure priorities 
were included in the appropriations 
omnibus and emergency
coronavirus relief bill. The package 
includes the legislation that funds 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
projects to improve flooding
mitigation, protects the Great Lakes, 
and safeguards our environment and 
lake shorelines from the impacts
of climate change. I’ll continue
working with my colleagues in
the Illinois delegation on critical 
infrastructure projects for our state 
and region.” 

“Bubbly Creek is an asset for our 
communities on the Southwest Side 
who deserve access to a healthy and 
clean river where wildlife can thrive,” 
said Congressman García. “I’m 
proud that the omnibus spending 
package I voted for includes robust 
investments to protect our natural 
treasures, including the Great Lakes 
and the Chicago River. This is an 
important step to restore Bubbly 
Creek and protect our environment.”
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Grace Zelle, an intern with Friends’ Public Policy and
Planning team, has written a detailed 23-page research
paper to help inform Friends’ policy and planning
efforts and those who influence riverfront and adjacent
community development, supporting Friends’
long-standing commitment to equity and community
partnership and engagement. 

The paper, entitled “Environmental Gentrification:
The Potential Negative Impacts of Green Spaces in
Low-Income and Minority Communities,” explores the
potential for negative consequences from development
driven by ecological restoration and public access to 
natural areas. A key element of Zelle’s research was the 
review of local and national examples of environmental 
gentrification and lessons to be learned, highlighting
the importance of community engagement. Zelle cites 
success stories such as the eight-mile Major Taylor Trail 
on the city’s South Side and Ping Tom Memorial Park
in Chicago’s Chinatown neighborhood which, like 
Friends’ decades-long efforts at Lathrop Homes and 
along the South Branch, included community
engagement in planning outcomes.

Research Informs Environmental Gentrification Policy

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                                                                  
                            

     Open green space and river access development

                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                                                                  
                            

                  at Lathrop Homes along the North Branch.

The River Commitment Awards honoring exceptional efforts on behalf of the Chicago River system were
presented to three outstanding individuals at Friends’ Annual Meeting which was held virtually this year. 

Mejay Gula, an architectural designer and curator, received the River Champion award for work curating artistic 
and musical collaborations at the Bridgehouse Museum; Jeff Daube, a volunteer canoe guide and park advisory 
council member, received Volunteer of the Year for his selfless efforts and advocacy which enhance Friends’ canoe 
program; and Congressman Mike Quigley (IL-05) received the Spirit of the River award for his longtime, active 
support of Friends and as an environmental champion in Congress.

Friends’ Annual River Commitment Awards

River Champion
Mejay Gula

Spirit of the River
Congressman Mike Quigley

Volunteer of the Year
Jeff Daube with Annette Anderson

The research paper goes on to explore six policy
recommendations “to slow the tide of gentrification
and mitigate the worst effects of urban transformation.” 
Both Zelle’s research and recommendations will help
inform our work as we continue to advocate for
equitable access to nature on and along the river.

Zelle was recognized at Friends’ Annual Meeting with a 
board resolution for her achievements and contributions 
to the work of Friends of  the Chicago River.
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CRSN Offers Free Online Distance Learning
The Chicago River Schools Network (CRSN) has 
adapted its educational programming to include free 
online distance learning to support schools throughout 
Chicago and the region. The programming is accessible 
to educators via Friends’ YouTube channel. Teachers
can also opt for live, virtual discussions with Mark
Hauser, Friends’ ecology and outreach manager.

The CRSN provides K-12 teachers with training
and personalized assistance to take students on an
adventure into the turbulent history, evolving ecology, 
and improving health of the Chicago River system.
Students can investigate real-world issues, explore
science, and create service learning projects designed 
to solve everyday problems facing the river. CRSN has 
reached more than 450,000 students and engaged over 
1,800 teachers since it was founded in 1996.

“While distance learning has presented 
many challenges to students and teachers for 
the 2020-21 school year, with a few creative 
twists from dedicated individuals and
organizations like Friends of the Chicago 
River, we have been able to bring engaging 
and educational learning experiences to the 
classroom.”

Kristen Langton
Horizon Science Academy

Friends and our partners continue to battle the stubborn problem 
of litter throughout the river system, harkening back to the first 
Chicago River Day in 1992. Since we launched our work towards
a Litter Free Chicago River in the North Shore Channel in 2017, 
we have steadily worked our way down river, hosting land and
water cleanups with local partners and last year adding trips along 
the Cal-Sag Channel and Little Calumet River.

This year, we will increase the number of Canoe and Clean events 
on the Calumet River as part of our overall effort to increase these
opportunities throughout the river system. If your group or
company would like to participate contact our volunteer and events 
coordinator, Annette Anderson, at aanderson@chicagoriver.org.

Expansion of Litter Free to South Side Continues

Volunteers remove trash from the river via canoe.

Kristen Langton’s fourth grade students at Horizon
Science Academy explored Chicago River history and 
wildlife virtually in December.

Public school students represent 90% of CRSN
participants. In 2019, Friends conducted a five-year 
analysis of the CRSN and found that 69% of schools 
served were CPS schools, with 53.1% of students from 
low-income families. Over that same period, students 
served were 37.1% Hispanic or Latino, 20.6% Black, 
7.3% Asian, and 29.6% Caucasian.

For more information about the CRSN visit Friends’ 
website at chicagoriver.org/education.



8

Celebrating a Wild River
Thank you so much for tuning in to the inaugural Born to Be Wild.
A grand success, Friends held this multi-day event to highlight the
magic and essential presence of wildlife 
in and along the Chicago River system 
and to draw attention to the alarming 
rate at which wildlife species around the 
world are vanishing because of human 
activity, including the potential loss of 
nearly 400 North American bird species.
Friends’ new Wildlife Conservation 
Framework Plan will guide a strategic
approach to wildlife protection. We all 
have a role to play in keeping wildlife
secure in their native habitat and safe 
from extinction. We must ensure that 
those born wild can stay wild.

From our homes or classroom, we saw and learned about river
wildlife at the Sand Ridge Nature Center, experienced the river 
through an architectural tour during a masquerade cruise, enjoyed
an interactive Chicago River Scavenger Hunt (winning fun prizes), 
and watched and experienced three nature-focused performances,
including Rivers Empyrean by the Fifth House Ensemble.

Thank you to our sponsors: Aon, Arcadis USA, Judith Bassoul,
Christy Webber Landscapes, CIBC, Craig and Kate Coit, Grant 
Crowley, Executive Construction, Stacee Hasenbalg and Bahram 
Forouhi, Thomas and Barbara Honn, Levenfeld Pearlstein LLC, 
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein, Molson Coors Beverage Company, 
Ozinga, PepsiCo, Inc., Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP,
Shoreline Sightseeing, Sloan Valve Company, Waste Management,
WealthPlanners LLC, The Wolf Point Properties – Wolf Point West, 
Wolf Point East and Salesforce Tower Chicago, and David Wong
and Wai-Sinn Chan.

We sincerely thank all of the businesses, organizations, and
individuals who donated products, gift certificates, and services to
our silent auction. 

Pumpkinseed

Mark Your
Calendars for 
Sounds of the 
Chicago River 
The upcoming 2021 season at the 
Bridgehouse Museum will feature 
six public events by the Fifth House 
Ensemble, culminating in two live 
performances of Sounds of the Chicago 
River. The performances are partially 
supported by a grant from the Illinois 
Arts Council Agency, in partnership 
with Fifth House Ensemble and the 
American Indian Center. 

The events will integrate modern and 
indigenous Deep Listening activities 
with Native conservation practices, 
music-making, and storytelling/story 
gathering workshops. This is the
second commissioned performance 
event at the museum in its 14-year 
history, and serves as a pilot for future 
programming at the museum. 

Virtual performances take place at
2 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays 
in February, March, and April
(February 4 through April 15).
A final performance will be held 
on Sunday, May 30 at 2 p.m. Visit 
Friends’ Facebook page for details. 

Fifth House Ensemble

Red-tailed hawk
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river LIFEriver LIFE
The groundhog, like many animals that call the Chicago River
watershed home, is often misunderstood, sometimes persecuted, and 
yet finds a way to thrive. These fascinating creatures are more common 
than you may think in and around Chicago. 

Groundhogs, also known as woodchucks, are one of the larger
members of the rodent family. Adults can weigh up to 14 pounds and 
be 28 inches long. On average, male groundhogs are slightly larger 
than females. 

Groundhogs are mainly herbivores. They eat wild grasses and other 
vegetation, preferring clover, dandelion, coltsfoot, buttercup, agrimony, 
raspberries, plantain, wild lettuce, and alfalfa. However, groundhogs 
occasionally eat grubs, snails, grasshoppers, and other small insects.

Despite their stocky appearance, groundhogs are accomplished
swimmers and can even climb trees. Appropriately, Native Americans 
observed the groundhog’s primary activity and called them “wuchak” 
which means “digger.” They are excellent diggers, excavating extensive 
multi-use burrows with separate chambers for sleeping, rearing young, 
and for waste. Groundhog burrows always have at least two entrances, 
providing an escape route from predators. 

Groundhogs are beneficial to the larger ecosystem. They are a food 
source for coyotes, bobcats, wolves, foxes, lynxes and black bears.
Abandoned burrows provide homes for 
other animals including skunks, red foxes, 
and cottontail rabbits. In addition to
providing homes for itself and other
animals, the groundhog aids in soil 
improvement by bringing subsoil to the 
surface and allowing water infiltration. 

Groundhogs are also one of the true
hibernators. In winter they curl up
in their dens. As they settle down their 
body temperature drops to as low as 
37°F and heart rates slow from about
80 beats per minute to five.  

Human activity has both helped and
harmed the groundhog. Farms and
forest preserves have increased
food abundance and limited
predators, allowing groundhogs
to thrive on the edges of our city.
However, this is a double-edged
sword, as human development, hunting,
and habitat loss are also the biggest 
threats to their survival.

Groundhog
Marmota monax

Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.mooloco.com

ExECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF SMC RETIRES

After 26 years, including 14 as
executive director, Mike Warner
has retired from the Lake County
Stormwater Management
Commission (SMC). Over those 
years Warner had a tremendous 
impact on Lake County and the 
Chicago River system whose
headwaters originate there. 

Under his award-winning leadership 
and guidance, Lake County has 
been a front-runner in the region, 
improving water quality, reducing
flood damages, and restoring and 
enhancing the natural drainage 
system. Warner helped obtain more 
than 13 federal and state grant 
awards totaling $22 million for 
SMC’s floodplain buyout program, 
which was used to purchase 200 
properties, more than 28 grants 
totaling $10.6 million for watershed 
projects and planning, and
numerous other grants which have 
positively impacted Lake County 
residents and waters downstream. 

Some of his accomplishments 
include successful defense of the 
Lake County Wetland Protection 
Program through the Illinois State 
Supreme Court and initiating the 
Stormwater Awards program to 
recognize those around the county 
performing exceptional stormwater 
related activities.

The SMC board has named Kurt 
Woolford, the chief engineer, interim 
executive director. Kurt is dedicated 
to protecting, conserving and
promoting the beneficial
functions of water resources
and green infrastructure. 
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HIGH
Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River gratefully acknowledges all the ways 
members, donors, and partners helped us achieve our mission to 
improve and protect the Chicago River system for people, plants, and 
animals from August 11, 2020, through December 31, 2020. Individuals, 
businesses, and organizations who have given or pledged $250 and 
above are listed below.
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The Otter Society

The Otter Society is Friends’ giving 
society and recognizes individuals, 
businesses, and foundations that 
contribute $1,500 or more annually 
to the General Operating Fund or
the Voice for the River Endowment. 
Chicago River Legacy members, 
who are thoughtfully providing
for Friends in their estate plans,
are also recognized as Otter
Society members.

Anonymous (4)
Vince and Sally Anderson
Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Atrium Landscapes
Cinda Axley
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
Judith Bassoul
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jodi Cerny
Craig and Kate Coit
Grant Crowley
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie
Norm and Cynthia Goldring
Cy H. Griffith and Maria Shay Griffith
Stacee A. Hasenbalg and
     Bahram Forouhi
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Hornblower Cruises and Events
Hunter Family Foundation
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Larry and Denise Kaplan
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
The Knowles Foundation
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Harry and Meredith Lamberton
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
Jessica Merrick
John and Sarah O’Connell
Odell Brewing Company, Inc.
Ozinga Bros., Inc.
David Phillips/Phillips Family
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer

Jack Ringer Family Foundation
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Sloan Valve Company
SPACECO, Inc.
The Edward S. Sprague Foundation
Commissioner Mariyana
     Spyropoulos
Timothy and Shannon VanTassel
Waste Management
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc.
David Wong
The Wrigley Building
Sean Wynne
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk

Voice for the River Endowment

Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
David Wong

Chicago River Legacy Society

Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Chuck* and Jodi Cerny
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
     Family Foundation
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie
David Wong

INDIVIDUALS

Recurring/Monthly Donors

Anonymous (2)
Edward DeYoung
Margaret M. Goddard-Knop
Ryan Granholm
Kathy and Jim Gysler
Doug Irmen
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Kim Olsen-Clark and Ian Clark
Richard Wilson
Virginia Witucke

Tributes

In honor of Richard Kodama
Kurt Maekawa and
     Jonelyn Langenstein
In honor of Naomi Leighton
Reverend Taigen Leighton

In honor of Sarah Matsil
Adam Matsil
In memory of Gary McCabe
Chris Brandely
In honor of Nancy Fleck Myers
Lawrence Myers
In honor of Katherine M. Miletich
     and Dan Fernandez
Annie Morse
In honor of Chris Parson
Kenneth and Marcia Dam
In memory of Jane Stavoe
Ron Stavoe
In honor of David Ullrich
Kris Vonnegut
In honor of Harry Wood-Prince
Christopher Hunt
In honor of Margaret Frisbie’s
     20th Anniversary
Clark and Elizabeth Bell
Katherine Miletich
Jane B. Wenger 

$5,000 and above

Anonymous
Judith Bassoul
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Jodi Cerny
Craig and Kate Coit
Elizabeth Crown and Bill Wallace
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin
Sally Fletcher
Stacee Hasenbalg and
     Bahram Forouhi
Larry and Denise Kaplan
David Phillips/Phillips Family

$2,500 to $4,999

Anonymous
Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk

$1,000 to $2,499

Anonymous (2)
Cindy and Fred Acker
Richard and Andrea Amend
Vince and Sally Anderson
Cinda Axley
Marjorie Brownstein
Grant Crowley
Howard and Cindy Garoon
Norm and Cynthia Goldring
Cy H. Griffith and Maria Shay Griffith
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund
Harry and Meredith Lamberton
Mary E. Lambert
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing
Jacqueline J. Loewe
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
Jessica Merrick
Michael and Kim Moran
John and Sarah O’Connell
Sean O’Connor
William and Jean O’Neill

David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
Sirius Fund-Peter and
     Ginny Foreman
Commissioner Mariyana
     Spyropoulos
John Stephens
Timothy and Shannon VanTassel
David Wong 
Sean Wynne

$250 to $999

Anonymous (2)
Aitchison Family
Sandra Allen and S. James Perlow
Henry and Lele Barkhausen
Louise Barrett
Robin and Peter Baugher
George and Ellen Benson
William E. Brashler
Suellen Burns and Weston Morris
The Toni and John Burt Family Fund
     at The Chicago Community
     Foundation
Julie and Rik Chomko
Brian Crabb and Christine Cucinotta
Kenneth and Marcia Dam
Christina Donley
Sally L. Drucker
Archibald E. Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie and Matt Binns
Nancy L. Gajewski
Meredith C. George
Christopher Grady
Robert Grundstad
Kathy and Jim Gysler
Mick Hans and Ellen Damlich
Jim and Carol Hansen
Debra Hass
Thomas and Rita Hefty
Chris and Virginia Hill
Brent A. Hoffmann
Howard Isenberg
John T. Keefe
Brian King and Patricia DeMarais
Naomi Leighton
Reverend Taigen Leighton
Jennifer Lucas
Cathleen Marine
Myron and Marilyn Maurer
Clark and Sari Maxfield
Thomas McGuire and
     Thomas Hackett
Mishell Meyer
Katherine Miletich
Mary Ellen Mitchanis
Thomas Mitchell
Lawrence Myers and
     Nancy Fleck Myers
Jaye and Barry Nagle
James Naughton and Anita Andren
Kim Olsen-Clark and Ian Clark
Patricia and Jeffrey Patterson
Kimberly and Chad Rice
Harry Richter
Henrietta Saunders and Richard Day
Rod Scheele
Stephen J. Schlegel
Renee Schleicher
Jeanine Sheehan
Glen and Barbara Shelly
David Shepherd

Continued on page 11...
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   ...................YES! I want to support the Chicago River’s recovery and renaissance! .......................................

By becoming a member, you are making a strong statement that you want a healthier river for 
people, plants, and animals. Gift memberships are also available.

$1,500+   The Otter Society
$1,000     Wild Mink
$500        Great Horned Owl
$250        Yellow-headed Blackbird
$156        Black-crowned Night Heron
$156        Tributary Member (Emerging Leaders)

        $____________________    I/we wish to only make a donation at this time.

Contact your employer’s Human Resources department today to find out if they have a matching 
gift program.

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________

For recognition purposes,
please list my name or company as ___________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________

Preferred phone _____________________________  Email _____________________________________

My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.

Charge my credit card (circle one)     American Express     Discover     MasterCard     Visa
Yes, please charge the 3.25% credit card transaction fee to my card so that 100% of my
membership/donation goes to Friends.

Card # ____________________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________

Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

I/we wish to be anonymous. Please do not list my/our name. 

I am curious about:              volunteering               sponsorship               planned giving

Please DO NOT add me to your email communications list.

Your generous support directly impacts Friends’
efforts to improve the Chicago River’s health and 
vitality in three important areas: education and
outreach; on-the-ground projects; and public policy 
and planning. 

Members receive:
•	 Free general admission plus discounts on bridge 

lift, tour tickets, and merchandise at our McCormick 
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum,

•	 Discounts on our canoe trips,
•	 A subscription to The River Reporter newsletter,
•	 Volunteer bulletins, email alerts, and other

opportunities for hands-on involvement, plus
•	 Invitations to special events such as Chicago River 

Day, Big Fish Ball, and Summer Cruise, and
•	 Listing in Friends’ Annual Report.

Otter Society members represent Friends’ most
important philanthropic partnership. In appreciation 
of their generous support, they enjoy unique
benefits at three levels of giving. To learn more 
about how you can participate as an individual, 
household, or business, please contact
kolsenclark@chicagoriver.org or
call (312) 939-0490, ext. 19.

Interested in joining our monthly giving club?
Support Friends year-round through automatic 
monthly contributions as small as $10 per month. 
Contact membership at friends@chicagoriver.org
or call (312) 939-0490, ext. 10.

Friends of the Chicago River is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization. Please send this form and payment 
to: Friends of the Chicago River at 411 South Wells 
Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607, or join online 
at www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/membership.

$100      Blanding’s Turtle / Business
$75        Tiger Salamander / Family
$35        Chorus Frog / Individual
$10        Prairie Dropseed / Volunteer,
                            Teacher, or Student

Molson Coors Beverage Company
Odell Brewing Company Inc.
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
SPACECO, Inc.
Christy Webber Landscapes
West Monroe Partners, LLC
The Wrigley Building

$250 to $999

Anonymous
Earth Share of Illinois
The Field Museum
Goethe-Institut Chicago
Tom Olsen Agency, Inc.
Related Midwest
The River North Residents
     Association
Roosevelt University
Nava Segall Pediatrics

Friends of the Chicago River
is a proud member of

Matching Gifts

Energy 350, Inc.
PepsiCo, Inc.
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

GOVERNMENT AGENCES

Chi-Cal Rivers Fund, a grant from
     the National Fish and Wildlife
     Foundation
Friends of the Forest Preserves

In-kind

Fleur de lis Florist
Hornblower Cruises and Events
Patrick McGee
Metropolitan Brewing
Molson Coors Beverage Company
Patagonia

*deceased

We apologize if any names have 
been omitted, misspelled, or
otherwise incorrectly listed. If you 
feel an error has been made,
please contact Cristine McDowell
at cmcdowell@chicagoriver.org so 
that we can correct our records.

HIGH
Water Marks
Continued from page 10
Karole Sonnenburg
Ron Stavoe
Symanski Family
John Tielsch and Deborah Garber
Michael J. Tobin, M.D.
LeeAnn Tomas-Foster
Jeff Wasil
Karen G. Wilson
Richard Wilson

FOUNDATIONS,
CORPORATIONS,
AND OTHERS

$10,000 and above

Anonymous
Abra Prentice Foundation, Inc.
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
Carolyn Eleanore Damon*
Family Foundation
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
     Foundation
Illinois Clean Energy Community
     Foundation

The Knowles Foundation
Oberweiler Foundation
Ozinga Bros., Inc.
Peoples Gas Community Fund
     at the Chicago Community
     Foundation
Walder Foundation
Waste Management

$3,500 to $9,999

CIBC
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Walter E. Heller Foundation
Hines
Hunter Family Foundation
Sloan Valve Company
The Edward S. Sprague Foundation
STS Foundation
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc.

$1,000 to $3,499

Anonymous
American Rivers
Atrium Landscapes
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Dixon Enterprise
Hornblower Cruises and Events
Irish Woods Foundation
Jocarno Fund
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.



                                                                        
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                     BE A FRIEND OF THE CHICAGO RIVER!

411 South Wells Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607
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                                                                                     Please visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.

                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

             
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

                             The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper.                          
                              

   Membership opportunities on page eleven.

Chicago River Day 2021
The 29th Annual Chicago River Day will be held Saturday, May 8. Join Friends for 
this festive litter clean up and restoration day which also kicks off the Litter Free 
Summer Challenge with individual and small group clean-up activities across the 
watershed all summer long.

Save the Date(s) for River Day Site Captain 
and Canoe Guide Trainings
Chicago River Day Site Captain training will be held from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
on Saturday, March 20. Training for this season’s canoe guides will be held from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 27. In-person trainings will follow guidance
for COVID-19 restrictions. Contact Annette Anderson for location and details at
aanderson@chicagoriver.org.

Photo by Loren Lee


