VOL. 33 #3
newsletter for friends of the chicago river
Fall 2020

river
the

REPORTER

Working with People and Nature
In July 2020, 24 people representing
14 top government, planning, and
nonprofit partners whose missions
align around water pollution,
stormwater management, flooding,
wildlife, ecological health, public
health, and land management came
together for the first Chicago River
Watershed Council meeting.
They laid the foundation for a
new approach for stormwater
management—a multi-organization
partnership to address the ongoing
and increasing impacts of rainfall at
a watershed scale, using nature-based
solutions. The goal? To increase
resiliency and improve ecological
and environmental health and public
well-being – equitably – across
jurisdictions throughout the
Chicago/Calumet River watershed,
to improve the health of the
Chicago and Calumet rivers.
The Watershed Council is the
natural next step in addressing the
increasing impacts associated with
stormwater, which are becoming
worse with the onset of the climate
crisis and greater and more intense
rainfall. As predicted by the climate
science community, the Chicago
region last year again broke records
for late winter and early spring

rainfall amounts with the wettest
May in history, one of the hottest
summers on record, and recent
storms which damaged over 7,000
trees in the City of Chicago alone.
A new flood model by the First
Street Foundation shows the region
is at more risk of flooding than
previously known. In fact, Chicago
tops the list of American cities
that have tens of thousands of
properties facing flood risks not
shown on FEMA maps. The model
shows that almost 13 percent of
Chicago properties are at risk from
rain-based flooding, and that flood
risks are disproportionately
impacting communities of color.
It’s more evidence of why a Chicago
River Watershed Council is needed
to restore, design, and expand green
infrastructure and natural areas in
order to minimize flood risks, and
provide direct benefit to the river.
By identifying multi-objective green
infrastructure opportunities for the
Chicago/Calumet River watershed,
the Council will engage and protect
our most impacted communities
and adhere to values of equity and
environmental justice. Friends
believes that the formation of a

See page eleven for membership opportunities.
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Watershed
Council Members
• Alliance for the Great Lakes
• Arcadis
• Center for Neighborhood
Technology
• Chicago Metropolitan Agency
for Planning
• Chicago Park District
• Chicago Department of
Planning and Development
• Forest Preserves of
Cook County
• Friends of the Chicago River
• Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission
• Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
• Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago
• OAI, Inc.
• Openlands
• The Trust for Public Land

coalition for nature-based green
infrastructure is the first step to
realizing broader benefits and more
effective use of project funding. The
Council will also identify sustainable
funding models and opportunities
for sharing and targeting resources
to areas with the most need.

Story continued on page 5...

information on getting involved.
river.org, for more

1

WADING IN
Protect Swimming Now
Children swimming in the North
Branch on a bright summer day
should be cause for celebration
but when I saw a group of kids
jumping, laughing, and splashing
about in August what I felt
was concern.
The Chicago River system’s
relationship with humans is long,
rewarding, yet complex. American
Indians lived along its banks and
used the river for food, water, and
transportation for hundreds of
years. A well-established portage
through Mud Lake provided access
to the Des Plaines River, the Illinois,
and the Mississippi—a connection
shared with French missionary,
Jacques Marquette, and explorer,
Louis Jolliet who traveled through
in 1673. Afterwards Jolliet portently
wrote that there should be a canal
dug. One hundred and seventy-five
years later there was.
Jolliet’s canal was just one of the
many ways that the river was
engineered and reengineered; the
story of which is told at Friends’
McCormick Bridgehouse &
Chicago River Museum which
celebrated its grand reopening in
August. New exhibits highlight how
the river has been made healthier
and perils that still lie ahead.
The museum’s optimistic narrative
is marred by the fact the river is still
inextricably linked to the sewer and
stormwater system. That means too
often the water is compromised by
sewage, litter, and runoff pollution—
and that those children aren’t safe.
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STAFF & BOARD

As many of Friends’ members will
remember—after a record breaking
number of hearings before the
Illinois Pollution Control Board, in
2011 new recreational water quality
standards were approved by USEPA
to protect people in, on, and along
the water and required sewage
effluent to be disinfected. As part
of it, many reaches of the river were
designated for swimming yet the
standards are far from being met
and no government authority is
trying to enforce them.
In 2018 Friends teamed up with
University of Illinois epidemiologist
Dr. Samuel Dorevitch to determine
if one of the heavily-used reaches
of the river was meeting the new
standard (see the 2018 E. coli study
at chicagoriver.org). The findings
were conclusive. While the river was
dramatically cleaner, the numbers
did not regularly meet the swimming
standard. In fact, they rarely did.
This year our efforts with the
Chicago River Watershed Council
and other programs and partnerships
will move us closer towards a healthy
and swimmable river but we need
action now. One way you can help is
to write your elected officials and tell
them you want to protect the river
for swimming—not for “someday”
but on behalf of the kids in the
water already.
Find out more about swimming at
chicagoriver.org/advocacy.
Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director

The River Reporter is published by
Friends of the Chicago River
411 South Wells St., Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60607
Phone: (312) 939-0490
E-mail: friends@chicagoriver.org
Web site: www.chicagoriver.org
Our mission is to improve and
protect the Chicago River system
for people, plants, and animals.
Our vision is to make the Chicago River one
of the world’s greatest metropolitan rivers.
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Adopt an Osprey
Contribute to Friends’ Wildlife Habitat Projects by symbolically adopting an
osprey, one of the many wildlife species that Friends has been working to assist
in and along the Chicago River system. Six different adoption packages are
available. A donation includes a 12-month membership along with discounts on
canoe trips, free membership in the McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River
Museum, and tickets to our other special events.
Osprey are a conservation success nationally, yet are still endangered in Illinois.
Osprey populations plummeted across the U.S. in the 1950s and 1960s due to the
use of toxic pesticides such as DDT. Osprey populations recovered significantly after
DDT was banned. However, in the Chicago region, the osprey’s success is limited by a lack
of available habitat. Since 2014, Friends has been working with the Forest Preserves of Cook County to increase the
number of nesting sites available to osprey along the river system, north and south, and the results are impressive.
This spring, our efforts to improve the reproductive success of osprey took an exciting turn when it was discovered
that the pair of osprey seen regularly on and near our nesting platform at the Beaubien Woods Boat Launch had two
chicks that successfully fledged in August. Friends has installed five osprey nesting platforms along the river system.
The five platforms – which sit on top of 80-foot poles – provide easy access to fish and allow a 360° view, which
osprey prefer to protect their young chicks from predators such as the bald eagle.
By symbolically adopting an osprey for a full year for yourself or as a gift, you will support Friends’ Wildlife
Habitat Projects. You will also advocate for clean water and healthy habitat that improves the river system for the
more than 70 species of fish, countless species of birds, beavers, muskrats, turtles, and the even the occasional river
otter that call it home.

Welcome to the Board
– Janet Dawson
Friends of the Chicago River is pleased to welcome Janet Dawson, Ph.D.,
to Friends’ Board of Directors. Dr. Dawson leads sustainability efforts for
the global research and development team at Mars Wrigley.
“My desk when I go into the office (not
now!) looks out over the river,” said Dr.
Dawson. “I have a great view therefore of
some of the wildlife it supports, the leisure
and working boats travelling on it, and an
appreciation for the value that a living river
brings to a city like Chicago. I am excited to
be part of Friends, particularly because of the
way Friends works in partnership with others
to have a positive impact on the river, much
bigger than any one organization could have
working alone.”

Dr. Janet Dawson

Born and raised in Ireland, Dr. Dawson attended Trinity College Dublin
and received her doctorate in experimental solid state physics from the
University of Cambridge.

New Staff
at Friends
Tim Touhy has joined Friends
as director of communications.
An experienced public relations
professional, Touhy’s career
includes service as deputy press
secretary to former Governor
Jim Edgar, chief spokesperson
for the Cook County State’s
Attorney’s Office, director of
communications at Navistar,
and vice president
at the firm of
Hill + Knowlton
Strategies in both
their Chicago
and Washington,
D.C. offices.
Tim Touhy
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Bridgehouse Museum Re-Opens for the Fall
Numerous dignitaries, supporters and partners
joined Friends in late August to celebrate the
dramatic turnaround in the health of the Chicago
River system at the grand re-opening ceremony of
the McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago
River Museum.
Kari K. Steele, president of the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, MWRD
Commissioner Kimberly Neely Du Buclet, Chicago
Department of Transportation Commissioner
Gia Biagi, and Angela Tovar, chief sustainability
officer of the City of Chicago, joined Friends’
Executive Director Margaret Frisbie to cut a special
ceremonial twine laced with colorful origami paper
fish to open the doors to the Bridgehouse Museum,
the only museum of its kind in the country.

Important partners from the city and county join Friends at a
special ceremony to re-open the Bridgehouse Museum.

The re-opening features a major update of the museum’s exhibits, and
showcases a river teeming with wildlife due in large part to hard fought
water-quality victories and significant restoration efforts. The new exhibits
reflect the action and advocacy of Friends and its partners to improve the
health of the river through the implementation of water quality standards,
disinfection to protect recreational users, more open space, and wildlife
restoration. The new exhibits also explore the improved connectivity of the
river for people and wildlife; the effects of the climate crisis on the river
system; the creation of a blue-green corridor of interconnected green space;
the Clean Water Act; and nature-based green infrastructure.

New exhibits at the
museum include the
increasing biodiversity
of the river (left) and an
updated history (right).

The museum opened in 2006 and is located in the southwest
bridgehouse of the historic 100-year-old DuSable Bridge on
Michigan Avenue. It tells the story of how the Chicago River
system changed as people’s use of it changed—transitioning
from a winding prairie stream to a working river to an
ever-improving natural resource once again. The museum
has five stories of exhibits and allows guests to see the massive
workings of the bridge from the inside.
The museum is open Thursdays from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m., Fridays from 12 noon to 7 p.m., and Saturdays from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. The museum will close for the season on October 31. Face coverings, temperature checks for admission,
and social distancing are required at all times.
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Friends Wins Conservation and Clearwater Awards
Friends is pleased to be the recipient of two distinguished awards this year for our efforts to restore and revitalize
the Chicago River system. The first, the 2019 John Muir Conservation Habitat Restoration Award for Nonprofits,
was awarded this spring by the John Muir Association for “outstanding achievement by a nonprofit organization that
promotes environmental protection, or demonstrated significant achievement or leadership in the advancement of
environmental protection or conservation.”
The second is the 2020 Clearwater Award from the Waterfront Center
recognizing the critical value of Chicago River Day, Friends’ annual
community clean up (see the story on page 6). The award recognizes the
efforts of individuals or non-profit organizations that “work at the grassroots
level for the betterment of their community and its waterfront.” Friends is
especially appreciative to the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago, a Chicago River Day partner, for nominating us for this
notable award.

Story continued from page 1

flooding; and works across

natural-systems thinking to address
perplexing issues is needed; and
while all kinds of excellent efforts
to manage stormwater exist, the
Council has a distinct opportunity
to expand the positive results of
these projects by working together
on more coordinated and diverse
watershed-based initiatives. The
challenges we face as a watershed
require planning for a decentralized
stormwater management system
that includes grey and green
infrastructure; connects upstream
land management to downstream

At the inaugural meeting of the
Council in July, the partners began
discussions of ways to work
collectively to help improve water
quality; protect, expand, and restore
natural areas; increase access to
open space; and improve resiliency
benefitting people, water, and
wildlife – throughout the region.
The second meeting of the Council
will be held in October and will
include a review of successful
strategies used by peer organizations
across the watershed.

Great blue herons migrate as far south jurisdictional
as Central
boundaries to ensure
America,
returning
to
the
Chicago
area
in early spring.
A watershed forum for holistic,
effective
use of limited funding.

What are
Nature-Based
Solutions?
The term “nature-based
solutions” describes a strategy
for enhancing ecological systems
to expand their benefits to
both humans and wildlife.
Nature-based projects related to
stormwater management include
small interventions like green
roofs as well as broader
landscape-scale efforts and
everything in between. The
nature-based approach is
contrasted with traditional
“grey” water management
engineering methods (like pipes
and concrete channels). Because
of our current need for
community resiliency to the
effects of the climate crisis,
Friends promotes a combined
approach incorporating
engineering and softer naturebased infrastructure that benefits
people, water, and wildlife.

A certified pollinator rain garden.
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Chicago River Day Pivots to Summer Challenge
When the coronavirus made our 28th annual 2,000 person Chicago River Day clean up and restoration day
impossible, Friends’ volunteer and events coordinator, Annette Anderson, was ready with a big idea. Rather than
cancel the event she introduced the My Chicago River Day Summer Challenge, expanding the event’s footprint
to across the watershed and extending its length to all summer long.
We kicked off the program May 9 online with U.S. Representative Mike Quigley (IL-05);
MWRD President Kari Steele; MWRD Commissioners Frank Avila, Cam Davis,
Marcelino Garcia, Josina Morita, Kimberly Neely Du Buclet, Debra Shore, and
Mariyana Spyropoulos; Summit Mayor Sergio Rodriguez and Friends’
Executive Director Margaret Frisbie.
Since then hundreds of volunteers including Quigley and Morita have participated in
the Summer Challenge, cleaning up litter along the river or near their homes. It also included
Pumpkinseed
bi-monthly educational programs by Friends’ expert staff that reached more than 2,000 river
Lepomis gibbosus
supporters. These programs were recorded and are available on Friends’ YouTube channel.
Illustration by Jen Pagnini
Watch for the final 2020 Summer Challenge tally at chicagoriver.org.

www.mooloco.com
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Chicago River Blue Awards
Friends of the Chicago River announced
the winners of the 2020 Chicago River Blue
Awards in June recognizing river-sensitive
projects for exceptional contributions to
continuing the improvement of the waterway
and adjacent lands.
Eight outstanding programs were recognized
this year which also marks the 10th
anniversary of the awards. Traditionally, the
awards are presented at Friends’ annual Big
Fish Ball; this year, however, the awards
were announced via Friends’ website and
social media platforms.

The top prize, the Blue Ribbon Award, was given to the Center
for Neighborhood Technology for its RainReady program. This
highly successful initiative helps build local community capacity to
address flooding, resiliency, and equity in vulnerable communities.
Winners of Silver Ribbon
Awards include the
Chicago Riverwalk East
Reconstruction by the
City of Chicago; Greenest
Region Compact by the
Metropolitan Mayors
Caucus; and the
Southbank Riverwalk
by Lendlease.
Honored with Green
Silver Ribbon Award winner Chicago
Ribbon Awards were the
Riverwalk East. Photo by Scott Shigley.
Odyssey Chicago River
by Hornblower Cruises and Events; Southeast Cook County Land
Acquisition Plan by the Forest Preserves of Cook County; North
Street Permeable Paving by the Village of Tinley Park; and Bubbly
Creek Riverfront Clean-up Project by Amberleaf Cabinetry.
Margaret Frisbie presents
the Blue Ribbon Award
to Bob Dean, CEO of the
Center for Neighborhood
Technology.

A total of 68 projects have been
recognized for their positive impact
on the river since the Chicago River
Blue Awards first began in 2010.

Margaret Frisbie Honored for
20 Years of Leadership at Friends
In July, the Board of Commissioners of the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) unanimously passed
a resolution honoring Margaret Frisbie for her 20 years of leadership at
Friends of the Chicago River. In introducing the resolution, MWRD
Commissioner Cam Davis praised Frisbie for her two decades of leadership
and characterized her as a “fantastic force” for the Chicago River system.
Please celebrate with us by showing your gratitude to Margaret with a gift.
Your gift will automatically make you a member of Friends and will be
matched 3:1 by the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation if you
are a new donor or making a second gift to Friends within the last 12
months. Please see the Donate tab on our webpage at chicagoriver.org
or contact Kim Olsen-Clark, director of development,
at kolsenclark@chicagoriver.org.

Margaret Frisbie, Big Fish Ball 2018.
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Natural Areas Assessment
Surveys Success
The hard work to clear out invasive plant species and increase native
plant coverage in natural areas along the Chicago and Calumet
rivers continues to net strong positive results, according to the latest
Natural Areas Assessment survey conducted by Friends this summer.
Native plants are the foundation of a healthy ecosystem and provide
a wide array of benefits to support native wildlife of all kinds and
improve water quality.

Friends has cleared hundreds of acres
of invasive species at forest preserves
in the north and south suburbs. This
provides turtles with more nesting
sites which increases nesting
success, infiltrates more stormwater,
and encourages public use.

Overall native plant coverage
has increased to nearly 70
percent at the 14 targeted
work sites that comprise the
survey, impacting over 400
acres—the highest percentage
total since monitoring began
in 2016 when the average was
46 percent. The assessment
also found sustained
improvements in plant
quality and diversity over
the five year period at all
sites. Although we have not
assessed them yet, Friends
expects the same positive
change at the sites we’ve
restored, Crooked Creek and
Mill Creek, and in new efforts
planned for 2021 and 2022.

Since the Natural Areas Assessment began, Friends has tracked a 75%
decrease in invasive buckthorn at the 14 locations. Six of the sites are
in northern Cook County, three are in Chicago, and five are in
southern Cook County. All are along the river system.
The annual survey measures the ongoing impact of our large-scale
landscape restoration efforts and volunteer-based stewardship in
conjunction with our partners at the Forest Preserves of Cook
County, Friends of the Forest Preserves, and the Chicago Park
District. Hundreds of corporate and individual volunteers remove
invasive species and spread native seeds. The assessment utilizes a
plant-based metric called a Floristic Quality Index (FQI) to measure
the ecological condition or quality of a plant community.
There is still much to be done, as other non-native species such as
Canada thistle, sweet clover, and amur honeysuckle are creeping in
where pervasive buckthorn once dominated. The restoration process
requires ongoing maintenance, and is dependent upon partnerships
and volunteer support.
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RIF FL E S
& CU RR E N TS
FISH IN GREATER
ABUNDANCE
Friends is proud of the role we play in
improving water quality and instream
habitat throughout the watershed,
especially our efforts to increase
species and the overall abundance
of fish in the Chicago River system.
This was evident in July with the
release of a fish survey of the
Chicago River system by the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago (MWRD)
and the Shedd Aquarium. The
report shows that fish populations
and species have gradually
increased over the past 30 years,
while invasive species have declined.
Since 1974, the number of fish
species present in the Chicago
River system has increased from
10 to 77, with 60 of those species
having been counted since 2000.
MWRD and the Tunnel and
Reservoir Plan have made a
significant impact for local fish.
This history of action and
advocacy has set the stage for more
innovative efforts to improve the
health of the river; starting with our
Chicago River Fish Hotel and leading
to other projects, such as The Jetty
on the Chicago Riverwalk and Urban
Rivers’ Wild Mile. The report speaks
for the impact of everyone’s work.
As we continue to advocate for
improvements in water quality and
the creation of a habitat-rich
blue-green corridor, we look
forward to seeing even greater
improvements: something that
can’t be done without our partners,
members, and supporters.

PLANTINGS INCREASE
AT LABAGH WOODS
Jeff Skrentny reports that the Centennial
Volunteers at LaBagh Woods on
Chicago’s northwest side have planted
over 3,500 shrubs since they began
working there six years ago. Skrentny,
one of the site leaders for LaBagh, is
in the midst of a year-long effort to
document 2,500 living things in Cook
County, including at LaBagh. Despite
its urban location, LaBagh Woods has
incredible biodiversity and is widely
recognized as a birding hotspot.
The shrubs provide important habitat for
birds and the hundreds of other wildlife
species that live there. Launched with
funds from the Chi-Cal Rivers Fund,
Centennial Volunteers lead partners
include Friends of the Chicago River,
Friends of the Forest Preserves, and the
Forest Preserves of Cook County, who
are dedicated to increasing the number
of restoration volunteers working in the
forest preserves.

Blue-spotted salamander
Ambystoma laterale
Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.mooloco.com

river
LIFE
river LIFE
There are many examples of animals that are found in our region
along the Chicago River system, yet which are rarely seen. If a
deer walks up you take notice; however, you could walk right
by a salamander and never ever see this important part of our
ecosystem. Because of their solitary nature and their nocturnal
lifestyle, salamanders don’t call attention to themselves and are
easily overlooked.
Spotting a salamander is an exciting experience. They are
amazing creatures; small, averaging about five inches in
length, and well-adapted to their habitat. The blue-spotted
salamander, like all salamanders, is well camouflaged against the
floodplain understory; dark bluish-black with pale blue patches
on the belly and sides. They are amphibians, like frogs; but
unlike frogs which tend to be on the noisy side, salamanders lead
a quiet life. They absorb oxygen right in through their skin, which
requires that they live near water in moist surroundings.
When salamander larvae (like a tadpole for frogs) start life they
have tail fins and external gills for living in the water. After just
three weeks, the front and hind limbs are formed and the larvae
are less than two inches long. As they transform into the adult,
they lose their gills and tail fins, and leave the water. Adult
salamanders have a long tail, a slender body, and four legs with
long toes perfectly made for living and foraging for food along
the river.
Blue-spotted salamanders live in shallow burrows, under logs,
rocks, or leaves. During the warmer months they venture out
frequently at night searching for food. They are carnivores,
eating worms, snails, insects, centipedes, and spiders.
Salamander larvae eat a wide variety of
aquatic invertebrates, especially
mosquito larvae. This is of great
benefit to humans.
Never pick up a salamander with your
bare hands and then rub your eyes.
Glands on the salamander’s tail
produce a toxic liquid that is secreted
when it is threatened. If a predator like
a raccoon or fox shows any interest, the
salamander will expose its tail and give the
predator something foul-tasting and sticky to
ponder while hopefully allowing the salamander to escape.

The biggest threats for Illinois salamanders are habitat fragmentation and habitat loss. Salamanders, and indeed all
animals, benefit directly from our landscape restoration projects and will thrive further as we realize our goal of a
blue-green corridor of healthy habitat along the Chicago River system. Blue-spotted salamanders are still common
in Illinois and are found throughout the northeast part of the state. However, the loss of wetlands and forests is a
constant threat.
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In honor of Jessica Merrick
Haley Tomlinson
In memory of Richard P. Frisbie
Kathrene Wales
In honor of Margaret Frisbie’s
20th Anniversary
Sally and Vince Anderson
Judith Bassoul
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Friends of the Chicago River gratefully acknowledges all the ways
Craig and Kate Coit
members, donors, and partners helped us achieve our mission to
Ben and Kristi Cox
improve and protect the Chicago River system for people, plants, and
Samuel Dorevitch
animals from March 24, 2020, through August 10, 2020. Individuals,
Sally Fletcher
businesses, and organizations who have given or pledged $250 and
Susan and Paul Freehling
above are listed below.
Teresa Frisbie and Brian Lantz
Dianne Gray
Thomas and Diane Judge
Jennifer and Bob Linton
The Otter Society
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
Michael Muczynski
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
John and Sarah O’Connell
The Otter Society is Friends’ giving Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Kim Olsen-Clark and Ian Clark
society and recognizes individuals, Sloan Valve Company
Jen Pagnini
businesses, and foundations that
Commissioner Mariyana
Ira Pilchen and Kathryn McCabe
contribute $1,500 or more annually
Spyropoulos
Jim and Deb Robinett
to the General Operating Fund or
Timothy and Shannon VanTassel
Susan Settler
the Voice for the River Endowment. Waste Management
Chicago River Legacy members,
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc. Robert Stanley
John and Eva Sullivan-Knoff
who are thoughtfully providing
David Wong
Ron and Dee Tevonian
for Friends in their estate plans,
The Wrigley Building
Lauren Umek
are also recognized as Otter
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk
Society members.
Voice for the River Endowment $5,000 and above
Anonymous
Anonymous (5)
Judith Bassoul
Vince and Sally Anderson
Kenneth Arenberg and
Kent Brown and
Kenneth Arenberg and
Susanne Swisher
Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Susanne Swisher
Kent Brown and
Craig and Kate Coit
Cinda Axley
Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
David Wong
Sally Fletcher
Judith Bassoul
Larry and Denise Kaplan
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Chicago River Legacy Society
Michael and Kim Moran
Kent Brown and
Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Kent Brown and
$2,500 to $4,999
Craig and Kate Coit
Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Kenneth Arenberg and
Grant Crowley
Carolyn Eleanore Damon
Susanne Swisher
Carolyn Eleanore Damon
Family Foundation
Stacee Hasenbalg and
Family Foundation
Sally Fletcher
Bahram Forouhi
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin
Margaret Frisbie and Matt Binns
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Sally Fletcher
David Wong
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Margaret Frisbie and Matt Binns
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
Norm and Cynthia Goldring
INDIVIDUALS
David Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan
Cy H. Griffith and Maria Shay Griffith
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk
Stacee A. Hasenbalg and
Recurring/Monthly Donors
Bahram Forouhi
Anonymous (2)
$1,000 to $2,499
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Edward DeYoung
Hornblower Cruises and Events
Anonymous (4)
Margaret M. Goddard-Knop
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
Vince and Sally Anderson
Ryan Granholm
Charitable Gift Fund
Cinda Axley
Kathy and Jim Gysler
Larry and Denise Kaplan
Adam Collins
Jonathan Lehman and
Lydia and Stephen Kelley
Grant Crowley
Zachary Huelsing
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
Janet Dawson
Julia Lobdell
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
The Fletcher Family
Kim Olsen-Clark and Ian Clark
Harry and Meredith Lamberton
Norm and Cynthia Goldring
Richard Wilson
Jonathan Lehman and
Cy H. Griffith and Maria Shay Griffith
Zachary Huelsing
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
Tributes
Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
Charitable Gift Fund
In memory of Jake Jacobsen
Jessica Merrick
Harry and Meredith Lamberton
Connie Foster
Michael and Kim Moran
Jonathan Lehman and
In honor of Jackie Loewe
John and Sarah O’Connell
Zachary Huelsing
Lisa Freeman
Ozinga Bros., Inc.

Water Marks
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Pamela and Daniel Loewenstein
Jessica Merrick
Andy Mitchell
John and Sarah O’Connell
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer Fund
Commissioner Mariyana
Spyropoulos
Timothy and Shannon VanTassel
$250 to $999
Anonymous
Louise Barrett
Karen Butler
Paula and Joe Dempsey
Edward DeYoung
Owen and Kristin Fayer
Patricia Fosmoe
Allen Giedraitis
Margaret M. Goddard-Knop
Ryan Granholm
Kathy and Jim Gysler
Julia Lobdell
Mishell Meyer
Michael Muczynski
Kim Olsen-Clark
Rod Scheele
The Keith and Marnie Schwartz
Charitable Fund
Jeanine Sheehan
David Shepherd
Jon and Carol Sudman
Ron and Dee Tevonian
Todd Van Luling
Richard Wilson
FOUNDATIONS,
CORPORATIONS,
AND OTHERS
$10,000 and above
Anonymous
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
Crown Family Philanthropies
Carolyn Eleanore Damon
Family Foundation
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Molson Coors Beverage Company
Ozinga Bros., Inc.
PepsiCo, Inc.
REI
Waste Management
$3,500 to $9,999
Environmental Law and
Policy Center
Mars Wrigley Foundation
The Siragusa Family Foundation
Sloan Valve Company
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc.
$1,000 to $3,499
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Citizens for Quigley, Inc.
Hornblower Cruises and Events
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.

Continued on page 11...
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Calendar of Events
In-kind

Chicago River Summit
National experts share their stormwater management
successes using nature-based solutions at the 2020
Chicago River Summit to be held virtually the week
of Nov. 9. More information/registration is available
at chicagoriver.org/events.

Brent and Sue Coulter

Continued from page 10
The Nature Conservancy
Oil-Dri Corporation of America
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
WealthPlanners, LLC
The Wrigley Building
$250 to $999
EarthShare of Illinois
GHD Services
Half Acre Beer Co.
HESNI – Healthcare Engineers
Society of Northern Illinois

We apologize if any names have
been omitted, misspelled, or
otherwise incorrectly listed. If you
feel an error has been made,
please contact Cristine McDowell
at cmcdowell@chicagoriver.org so
that we can correct our records.

Friends’ Bridgehouse Museum is open Thursdays
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m., Fridays from 12 noon to 7 p.m.,
and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Oct. 31.
We invite you to experience the engineering marvel of
a Chicago bridge lift by watching the DuSable Bridge
opening from inside the museum. The lift schedule
will be posted at bridgehousemuseum.org. If you are
interested in a private rental for a fall bridge lift, please
contact Josh Coles at jcoles@chicagoriver.org.

Friends of the Chicago River
is a proud member of

GOVERNMENT AGENCES

Friends’ Annual Meeting will be held virtually on
Wednesday, Oct. 21 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RSVP information is on page 12.

Chi-Cal Rivers Fund, a grant from
the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation
Friends of the Forest Preserves
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YES! I want to support the Chica
By becoming a member, you are making a strong statement that you want a healthier river for
people, plants, and animals. Gift memberships are also available.
$1,500+
$1,000
$500
$250
$156
$156

The Otter Society
$100
Wild Mink
$75
Great Horned Owl
$35
Yellow-headed Blackbird
$10
Black-crowned Night Heron
Tributary Member (Emerging Leaders)

$____________________

Blanding’s Turtle / Business
Tiger Salamander / Family
Chorus Frog / Individual
Prairie Dropseed / Volunteer,
Teacher, or Student

I/we wish to only make a donation at this time.

Contact your employer’s Human Resources department today to find out if they have a matching
gift program.
Name _________________________________________________________________________________
Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________
For recognition purposes,
please list my name or company as ___________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________
Preferred phone _____________________________ Email _____________________________________
My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.
Charge my credit card (circle one) American Express Discover MasterCard Visa
Yes, please charge the 3% credit card transaction fee to my card so that 100% of my
membership/donation goes to Friends.
Card # ____________________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________
Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
I/we wish to be anonymous. Please do not list my/our name.
I am curious about:
volunteering
sponsorship
Please DO NOT add me to your email communications list.

planned giving

Your generous support directly impacts Friends’
efforts to improve the Chicago River’s health and
vitality in three important areas: education and
outreach; on-the-ground projects; and public policy
and planning.
Members receive:
• Free general admission plus discounts on bridge
lift, tour tickets, and merchandise at our McCormick
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum,
• Discounts on our canoe trips,
• A subscription to The River Reporter newsletter,
• Volunteer bulletins, email alerts, and other
opportunities for hands-on involvement, plus
• Invitations to special events such as Chicago River
Day, Big Fish Ball, and Summer Cruise, and
• Listing in Friends’ Annual Report.

Otter Society members represent Friends’ most
important philanthropic partnership. In appreciation
of their generous support, they enjoy unique
benefits at three levels of giving. To learn more
about how you can participate as an individual,
household, or business, please contact
kolsenclark@chicagoriver.org or
call (312) 939-0490, ext. 19.
Interested in joining our monthly giving club?
Support Friends year-round through automatic
monthly contributions as small as $10 per month.
Contact membership at friends@chicagoriver.org
or call (312) 939-0490, ext. 10.
Friends of the Chicago River is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization. Please send this form and payment
to: Friends of the Chicago River at 411 South Wells
Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607, or join online
at www.chicagoriver.org/donate/membership.
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Friends’ Annual Meeting: You’re Invited
Wednesday, October 21, 2020, from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Active members and volunteers are invited to join us for the 2020 Annual Meeting in
celebration of Friends, our members, our volunteers, and the Chicago River system
we all work so hard to improve.
In this unprecedented year, Friends is hosting its Annual Meeting virtually.
This event is open to members, contributors, and volunteers only. Registration is
required. To receive details on how to participate via Zoom, please register at
chicagoriver.org/events/annual-members-meeting-and-volunteer-appreciation.

Wildlife Framework Plan
Check out Friends’ recently released Chicago River Conservation and Wildlife
Framework Plan at chicagoriver.org. The framework lays the foundation for a
regional approach to planning to protect and improve habitat for wildlife in and
along the Chicago River system.

The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper.
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Membership opportunities on page eleven.
information on getting involved.
river.org, for more

