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                                  Story continued on page 5...

be surprised to learn that 48%
of the river’s shoreline remains
publicly owned. Over 140 miles
of this public property has an
environmentally desired natural 
slope. Isolating these parcels and
layering on other key information 
such as flood zones, wetland
locations, soil types, trails, and
existing habitat, is helping Friends 
better focus our work on the most 
promising areas.

Other data findings resulting from 
the mapping analysis includes:

• One-third of the property within
a half-mile of the river is publicly 
owned, totaling 49,000 acres.

• Of the 28,000 acres of open space 
within the half-mile area, 78% is 
publicly owned.

• 77% of the river system’s banks 
remain naturally sloped.

• There are 208 City of Chicago-
owned Combined Sewer Outfalls 
along the river system.

• Over 300 miles of trails exist 
within a half-mile of the river.

innovative conservation land use 
planning, targeted restoration
projects, and increased protections 
for public access, Friends hopes to 
realize a greener, more accessible, 
and better cared for river corridor
in-stream and along the banks. 

Land adjacent to the Chicago River 
system is extremely diverse, and can 
be difficult to consider holistically. 
The Public Land Assessment tool 
provides valuable insight into the 
character of river-edge property,
including how multiple parcels 
might work together to support,
or detract from, healthy river
ecology. For example, many may

Friends new mapping tool reveals geographic data within a half-mile on either side of the 
Chicago River system corridor, aiding users in planning and creation of future projects.

What’s the future of the Chicago 
River? A new mapping tool
co-developed by Friends of the 
Chicago River and now accessible 
through chicagoriver.org is helping 
identify potential ways to enhance 
the 156-mile-long waterway for
the betterment of people, plants,
and animals.

The Chicago River System Public 
Land Assessment tool compiles
geographic data within a half-mile 
on either side of the river corridor, 
helping reveal parcels that are in 
need of protection or enhancement 
and critical trail connections for 
people and wildlife. Through



                                                                             
   

   
   

   
   

   
          WADING IN

So far 2019 has been a banner year 
for Friends of the Chicago River.

Among other benchmarks, we have 
cleared hundreds of acres of forest 
preserves to improve wildlife
habitat and water quality. We
educated thousands of students 
about science, nature, and activism 
and launched a task force to end 
aquatic litter. Friends reconnected 
Mill Creek for fish and fêted our 
40th anniversary through a myriad 
of programs including September’s 
Chicago River Revival Festival
featuring the 3rd annual Big Jump. 

These efforts demonstrate progress 
and highlight success in our 40 year 
effort to transform the Chicago 
River system into a community
treasure that serves people and
wildlife and helps us combat and 
withstand the climate crisis.

Friends’ role at the forefront of
the river’s revival and recovery has 
long been noticed with over 30 
awards recognizing our work,
strong partnerships with the key 
government agencies necessary to 
make change, and participation on 
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot’s 
Environment Transition Team.
Yet it was still thrilling when we 
learned that Friends was selected as 
one of three finalists to make it to 
the third round of the prestigious 
Thiess International Riverprize.

The Riverprize is the world’s
foremost award in river basin
management and rewards inspiring 

initiatives that restore and protect 
rivers, wetlands, lakes and estuaries. 
It is extraordinary to be considered 
among the finalists and previous 
winners which include the Thames, 
the Mekong, and the Charles.

The Riverprize is awarded by the
International RiverFoundation 
whose mission is to ensure a future 
in which people and ecosystems
benefit from sustainably managed
rivers. Nominees and winners 
become part of a global network 
through which we can share
knowledge and learn from river
restoration experts from around
the world. The third and final
round in the prize competition is an 
in-person presentation at the 22nd 
International Riversymposium in
Australia in October.

It is an honor to be elevated to this 
assembly and credit is due not only 
to our staff and board but all the 
volunteers, members, community 
partners, and funders who have
been a part of Friends’ success.

So who knows what will happen
in Australia? We would be
overwhelmed with excitement to 
be awarded the top prize. Yet we 
know that because of our efforts, and 
yours, the river is truly transformed, 
which means Friends and the
Chicago River have already won. 

Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director
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Friends of the Chicago River’s
inaugural Chicago River Revival
Festival was a hit on September 7
as hundreds of gathered at Ping
Tom Memorial Park to celebrate the
organization’s 40th years of work
on behalf of the waterway.

The Chicago River Revival Festival
included the third annual Big Jump!
event featuring federal, state and
local officials leaping into the river
to illustrate improved water quality 
and press for regular swimming. The 
Big Jump! was hosted by Friends and 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District (MWRD) Commissioner 
Josina Morita.

Jumpers included Friends’ Executive
Director Margaret Frisbie; Cook 
County Board President Toni
Preckwinkle; Illinois Treasurer 
Mike Frerichs; State Rep. Theresa 
Mah (2nd); State Sen. Robert Peters 
(13th); City of Chicago Alds. Susan 
Garza (10th), Byron Sigcho-Lopez 
(25th), Rossana Rodriguez (33rd), 
and Andre Vasquez (40th); Cook 
County Commissioner Kevin
Morrison (15th); MWRD

First-Ever Chicago River Revival Festival Makes
a Big Splash

Commissioners Morita and
Marcelino Garcia; executive
director Brian Perkovich of the 
MWRD; and representatives from 
key partners including the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and U.S. Coast 
Guard. A second wave of jumpers
included Friends board president 
Sally Fletcher and a representative
of McDermott Will & Emery, the 
event sponsor.

Other events included lion dancers, 
wildlife demonstrations, canoeing, 
fishing, food trucks, and live music 
including a string quartet and
Chinese opera singers.

“We are proud of the progress we 
have made that led to this moment 
and grateful to the many elected
officials, nonprofit partners, and 
people of the region who worked 
with us to bring the river to life
once again,” said Friends’ Frisbie.

333

Friends was honored by the U.S. Congress on our 40th anniversary. We were
recognized for “a long tradition of advocacy on behalf of the Chicago River system.”

In a statement introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives and now included 
in the Congressional Record, Rep. Mike Quigley (D-Ill., 5th District) cites Friends’ 
successes in the areas of policy, on-the-ground-projects, education efforts through 
the Chicago River Schools Network, and volunteer work.

“Generations of Chicagoans now value the Chicago River system as an invaluable 
natural resource,” said Quigley, a longtime supporter of Friends and a frequent
participant in our Chicago River Day cleanup effort, including serving as a site
captain for many years.

Congress Cites Friends’ 40 Years of Success

Rep. Mike Quigley (D-Ill)
introduced a congratulatory
message in the U.S. House
of Representatives.

Perfect weather helped make this year’s 
Big Jump! a success for lawmakers and 
other dignitaries.

The Chicago River Revival Festival
included free fshing courtesy of the
Chicago Park District, a partner in
the event.



Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Others Honored with
Chicago River Blue Awards
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Exceptional contributions to continuing the improvement of the 
Chicago River were recognized by Friends’ annual Chicago River 
Blue Awards.

The top prize, the Blue Ribbon Award, was given to former 
mayor of Chicago Rahm Emanuel for his leadership and
enthusiasm for the river, support for sewage effluent disinfection, 
and projects including the Chicago Riverwalk, the Wild Mile 
plan, the 312 River Run, the Chicago River Boathouses, the
more ecologically-based Chicago River Design Guidelines, and 
the River Ecology and Governance Task Force.

“I want to thank Friends of the Chicago River not for this award
but what you’ve done for over 40 years, being a voice for the city
of Chicago, rediscovering one of the most natural resources we have,” said Emanuel. “Now we have a chorus of 
voices for making the river a big part of the City of Chicago – not ‘apart’ from the city but ‘a part’ of the city.”

Winners of Silver Ribbon Awards include the Lathrop Homes Redevelopment by Related Midwest, Bickerdike 
Redevelopment Corporation, and Heartland Housing; Method Soap’s South Side Soapbox designed by William 
McDonough + Partners;  R2 and REI Co-op for the retailer’s new Lincoln Park location; the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers, Chicago Park District and Metropolitan Water Reclamation District for the North Branch 
Dam removal; and the City of Chicago, Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, and Urban Rivers for The Wild Mile project.

Honored with Green Ribbon Awards were the McDonald’s Chicago Flagship and Ross Barney Architects and
Sterling Bay Companies’ CH Robinson Building.

“Recognition as a Chicago River Blue Award winner requires intentional choices that push the boundaries of the 
continued growth of the Chicago River system as an essential blue/green corridor of habitat for people, plants, and 
animals,” said Friends of the Chicago River Executive Director Margaret Frisbie. “The Chicago River Blue Awards 
illuminate what we should be striving towards as we plan the future of the Chicago River system. This year’s
winners, and all of our past winners, are setting the bar for future river-focused work not only in metropolitan
Chicago, but globally.”

A Silver Ribbon Award went to Method Soap’s South Side Soapbox designed by William McDonough + Partners. The Pullman plant, 
shown on the right, traps stormwater from paved surfaces in bioswales where it is released into the ground. Photo of the Soapbox 
©2015 Patsy McEnroe Photography courtesy William McDonough + Partners.

Former Mayor Rahm Emanuel speaks with Friends of 
the Chicago River Executive Director Margaret Frisbie.
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Story continued from page 1

The tool is already helping shape our work 
in the Village of Summit. In Summit, Friends 
staff has been working with village officials 
and the National Park Service to develop
an action plan to restore natural river-edge
habitat and create recreational opportunities
on the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal. 
Shore birds such as great blue heron
(Ardea herodius) and the state-endangered
black-crowned night-heron (Nycticorax
nycticorax) have been documented in the
area, and will benefit directly from these
improvements. As part of this effort, Friends is 
also supporting the National Park Service and 
the village in preparing a lease amendment 
with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District for recreational uses on site.

Friends is excited by the tremendous
opportunity of this planning tool and the 
new understanding of the river system that 
we have gained from these initial findings. As 
we look forward, we realize that the future 
conservation of some of this public land is not 
always secured.  Friends intends to continue 
to use the mapping tool to identify publicly 
owned open space parcels in needs of
long-term protection, as well as opportunities
for on-going ecological management and 
restoration  work with our partners. 

To access the Public Land Assessment tool,
created with Arcadis U.S., Inc., go to
http://bit.ly/ChicagoRiverMappingTool.

A Friends partnership with the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources (IDNR) to remove a nearly century-old 
barrier blocking fish and other wildlife from Mill Creek near 
south suburban Palos Hills is showing positive results: five 
species of fish not found there previously have already moved 
up into the waterway.

The barrier between Mill Creek and the Cal-Sag Channel
was an unfortunate by-product of digging the channel,
completed in 1922. Opening up the creek required removal
of thousands of pounds of limestone and concrete and the 
construction of riffle complexes to create access to the creek.
The now beautiful cascade which adds dissolved oxygen to
the water is visible from the Cal-Sag 
Bike Trail just east of LaGrange Road.

Four of the five “new” species found 
during a recent fish survey by Friends, 
IDNR, and the Forest Preserves of
Cook County were native. The fifth
is common carp (Cyprinus carpio).
The four “new” species join seven
others that were identified previously 
and represent some of about 17
species expected to colonize the
creek over time.

“The finding is what was expected but it is still very exciting 
and we are thrilled,” said Margaret Frisbie, Friends’ executive 
director. “From previous sampling we knew that the creek is 
high quality and could provide terrific habitat for all kinds of 
fish species and other aquatic life but nobody could get up 
there because of the blockages.”

“The results are most 
definitely positive 
and what we hoped 
to see,” said IDNR 
fisheries biologist 
Tristan Widloe, who 
participated in the 
sampling. “Exciting 
stuff trending in the 
right direction.” The 
project was funded 
by the Chi-Cal
Rivers Fund.

Fish Get Room to Roam
Because of Creek Project

Friends’ new mapping tool fnds that 404 miles of the 
Chicago River system, including tributaries like this one, 
has a green natural shoreline.

New Fish Species
in Mill Creek

Bluntnose minnow
(Pimephales notatus)

Channel catfsh
(Ictalurus punctatus)

Pumpkinseed sunfsh
(Lepomis gibbosus)

Spotfn shiner
(Cyprinella spiloptera)

A project removing a barrier between the 
Cal-Sag Channel and Mill Creek has allowed 
fsh access and increased biodiversity.
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...in Chicago River Day Effort
Over 2,000 volunteers registered to work all along the Chicago River
system to remove tons of trash on May 11, 2019, in Friends of the
Chicago River’s annual Chicago River Day effort.The Chicago River
Day cleanup and land restoration work has been improving and
protecting the Chicago River system for people, plants, and animals
for 27 years. The weather was perfect as people of all ages worked
at 60 sites throughout all along the river’s 156 miles.

The event attracted wide media coverage, including reports on ABC7,
WGN9, Fox 32, CLTV and Telemundo as well as WBBM Newsradio and WBEZ. The Chicago Sun-Times
editorialized in support of Friends’ zero tolerance for litter and sewage in the Chicago River system.  The Pioneer 
Press of the Chicago Tribune noted a Chicago River Day project in Highland Park included planting fragrant sumac 
in the sand bunkers that remain at a former golf course.

“Chicago River Day is fun and it brings the magic of the river to life,” said Annette Anderson, Friends’ volunteer 
and events associate who manages the effort. “By getting outside and getting their hands dirty together, people
begin to understand that we can all contribute to the river’s recovery.”

PRESENTED BY
         LEAD SPONSOR

STREAM SPONSORS
                                                                                                          CREEK SPONSORS

MARSH SPONSORS

TRIBUTARY SPONSORS
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A lot of voluteers picked up and removed a lot of trash 
during the 2019 Chicago River Day.

In a new effort this year to better understand where 
litter comes from and how it moves, trash from seven 
locations was collected and brought to a Waste
Management location for analysis. This analysis is part 
of Friends of the Chicago River’s expanded Litter Free 
Chicago River initiative, supported by a grant from the 
Mars Wrigley Foundation.

Analysis Takes Closer Look Into Trash
In the analysis, about 50% was plastic or Styrofoam, 
25% was metal, wood or ceramic, and about 20%
was aluminum, says Friends’ Director of Strategic 
Initiative Joanne So Young Dill, who serves on the 
Friends-initiated Litter Free Task Force. The task force 
also includes representatives from Waste Management, 
Mars Wrigley Foundation, Shedd Aquarium, and REI 
Co-Op as well as Dr. Timothy Hoellein of Loyola
University Chicago. Hoellein says most trash can be 
linked to people eating, drinking, or smoking.

77

Big Fun at the Big Fish Ball and Cruise 
Friends of the Chicago River’s annual fundraiser
the Big Fish Ball raised more than $318,000 to
help support the organization’s mission. The
event on June 11, 2019, at the Westin Chicago
River North was attended by over 540 people.

Cook County Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle, Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District President Kari 
K. Steele and, Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot’s Deputy Director of
Intergovernmental Affairs Manny 
Perez were among the speakers at
the sold out event.

Preckwinkle, who also serves as
president of the Forest Preserves of 
Cook County, noted Friends’ many
accomplishments. In particular, as a 
former high school teacher, she

praised Friends’ Chicago 
River Schools Network 
that works with students

and teachers to use the river system to teach 
about water, science, history, and culture.

Presented by McDermott Will & Emery, the 
ball featured live wildlife including a Virginia 
opossum (Didelphis virginiana), a striped 
skunk (Mephitis mephitis), a common barn 
owl (Tyto alba), and three species of bats. An 
after-party river cruise courtesy of Shoreline 
Sightseeing capped off a terrific evening.

Cook County
Board President
Toni Preckwinkle

Rescued wildlife were a hit at 
the Big Fish Ball where guests 
could get an up-close look at a 
number of magnifcent creatures 
that call the river home.
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4. Barred owl (Strix varia)
Barred owls are nocturnal and often 
live in the cavities of dead trees 70 
feet up in the air, near rivers. They 
hoot, emit a cat-like scream, or even 
a “laughing” sound particularly in 
February and March during their 
courting season. They stand about 21 
inches tall and prey on mice, snakes 
and birds using their sharp talons.

5. Belted kingfisher
(Megaceryle alcyon)
The kingfsher is a medium-sized
bird with a bushy crest, blue-gray 
feathers, and a large bill for spearing
fsh. Females are more brightly 
colored than males. These migratory 
birds nest in horizontal tunnels made 
in river banks. They can be often 
seen along straight channels with 
steep banks covered with trees from 
which they dive head frst into the 
river to catch fsh.

6. Bivalve mollusk (Class Bivalvia)
The bivalve mollusks live in the

river protected by a shell with two 
hinged parts. Common bivalves are 
mussels and clams. Adults vary from 
fractions of an inch to over eight 
inches in length. Their gills are used 
for both for breathing and capturing 
food from the water. They are a
favorite food of raccoons and are 
very sensitive to changes in habitat.

7. Black-crowned night heron 
(Nycticorax nycticorax) 
These herons have a distinct black 
cap of feathers on their head and 
down their backs. They are 24 to 26 
inches tall with a wingspan of two 
feet. They migrate each year to the 
Gulf coast for the winter and return 
north to breed. They can often be 

found at
River Park and along
the North Branch hunting
for fsh. They are endangered
due to water pollution and
habitat loss, which affect
their food supply and
reproduction.

8. Blanding’s
turtle (Emydoidea blandingii)
Endangered in Illinois, the Blanding’s
turtle is about the size of a small 
plate with a bright yellow chin and 
throat and a dark shell with yellow 
flecks. Small, ephemeral wetlands are 
frequently used by Blanding’s turtles 
in spring and early summer, when 
these habitats provide basking sites, 
mating opportunities and food such 
as aquatic vegetation, insects, frogs 
and small fsh. 

9. Bluegill sunfish
(Lepomis macrochirus) 
A member of the sunfsh family and 
native to the Chicago River are often 
found in underwater vegetation. 
Round and flat, the bluegill’s back 
and upper sides are dark olive-green 
to black, its belly is reddish yellow, 
and can grow as large as 16 inches 
long. They are daytime
feeders and will eat
invertebrates,
smaller fsh,
insect larvae,
crayfsh, snails,
and algae.

10. Bobcat (Lynx rufus)   
About twice the size of a housecat, 
bobcats have bobbed tails about six 
inches long and range in color from 
gray to brown to red. Though bobcats 
were long absent from the Chicago

1. American eel (Anguilla rostrata)
Born in the North Atlantic, American 
eels travel for years to reach their 
ultimate destinations in freshwater. 
Adults have a long, cylindrical body 
with thick skin. Females average 
24 to 36 inches in length, while the 
males are generally smaller. In the 
Chicago River, eels prey on aquatic 
invertebrates, amphibians and fsh.

In turn, predators such
as bass, trout,
fsh-eating
birds and

mammals
eat them.

2. American mink (Neovison vison)
A member of the mustelid family
(which includes weasels, otters,
wolverines, badgers and ferrets), the
mink has a two-foot-long body, a 
long thick tail and brown to black
fur covered with oily guard hairs
that make it waterproof. Mink
are capable of swimming
for up to three hours
at a time while
hunting
for fsh
to eat.

3. Bald eagle
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
A large, brown bird of prey with a 
white head and tail, eagles can spot 
prey while soaring at great heights. 
Male bald eagles weigh about 25 
percent less than females, which
allows pairs to hunt different prey, 
such as fsh, ducks, rabbits, crabs, 
and amphibians, without competing
with each other. Since DDT was 
banned in 1972, eagle populations 
have been on the rise. 

It would be impossible to include all of the extraordinary animals that inhabit our
watershed. They all play a part in the health and vitality of the Chicago River system. 
Mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, insects, arthropods, mollusks, worms, and sponges 
are all important. These 40 all live in or near the Chicago River. They all rely on the 
river and they but barely scratch the surface of the full variety that exists.
All animal illustrations by Jen Pagnini.

Friends at 40: Forty Fantastic Fauna



region, their populations
have rebounded after state 
protections in the late 1970s.
There have been confrmed

sightings of bobcat in
Waterfall Glen Forest

Preserve. Their diet
consist of rabbits,
squirrels, rodents, 

birds, insects, 
and even deer.

11. Broad-winged damselfly
(Family Calopterygidae)
Damselfly larvae are common in the 
Chicago River, especially along the 
banks and among vegetation. Adult 
damselflies are about two inches in 
length. They are usually black, blue or 
green in color. Liker dragonflies,
damselflies have broad wings and 
long, slender, stick-like abdomens. 
But unlike dragonflies, damselflies
fly slowly, more like butterflies. At 
rest, they hold their wings back
and above the body.

12. Caddisfly (Order Trichoptera)
Caddisflies are insects that spend 
most of their lives in the river as 
larvae. The larva is distinguished by 
a dark plate on its back by the head. 
Free-swimming species have a green 
body. Several species will construct 
a “home” out of stones or sticks for 
protection and camouflage. All
species live in the water’s current, 
feeding on smaller animals and/or 
plant material that they can catch.

13. Channel catfish
(Ictalurus punctatus)
During the day channel catfsh can be 
found in deep holes in the riverbed 
wherever the protection of logs and 
rocks can be found. Young catfsh are 
olive to light blue in color and feed 
primarily on aquatic insects such as 
dragonflies and beetles while adults 
eat snails, crayfsh, and smaller fsh. 
Female catfsh produce about 4,000 
eggs per pound of body weight.
Male catfsh will stay to protect the 
young fsh until they are
able to fend for themselves.

14. Common garter snake
(Thamnophis sirtalis) 
Fairly tolerant to cold weather, garter 
snakes can be been seen basking in 
the sun during warm winter days and 
are the frst snakes to emerge each 
year and among the last to hibernate. 
Though not dangerous to humans, 
they prey on fsh, invertebrates, 
amphibians, and small mammals. 
Averaging 18 to 26 inches in length, 
they can both climb and swim.

15. Common snapping
turtle (Chelydra serpentine) 
Snapping turtles have a large head 
and a mouth with a hooked beak 
attached to a very muscular mobile 
neck. Possessing a stocky body, 
long claws, a long tail, and shells can 
be up to 18 inches in length, they 
typically weigh between 10 and 35 
pounds. Snapping turtles “snap”
their jaws only when startled or

threatened. Females will typically
lay 25 to 80

eggs at
a time. 

16. Cooper’s hawk
(Accipiter cooperii)
This year-long resident is usually 
found perched on a branch or flying 
among the trees along the river. The 
Cooper’s hawk has a long tail which 
allows it to follow the twists
and turns of its prey, usually
smaller birds. Rounded
wings enable the hawk to
generate great bursts of
speed, while shorter wings
allows it to fly in
dense woodlands
without crashing
into branches.

17. Coyote (Canis latrans)
Quick and sleek, these important 
urban predators help keep goose,

rabbit, and white-tailed deer
populations under control.
Coyotes are medium-sized
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members of the dog family with 
pointed ears, a slender muzzle,
usually grayish brown fur, and yellow
eyes. The male coyote weighs in
between 25 and 35 pounds with
females slightly less. Coyotes are
excellent hunters with exceptional 
eye sight, hearing, and senses of 
smell. Pairs typically mate for life. 

18. Dobsonfly (Corydalus cornutus) 
The larvae of the dobsonfly live in 
the river and are about three inches 
long. It has a brownish, segmented, 
caterpillar-like body and large jaws. 
They live in the shallow, fast-flowing 
portions of the river, hiding
beneath rocks and logs, or
in clumps of leaves. After
nearly four years in the
larval stage, they live but
two weeks as adults, just
enough time to reproduce.

19. Eastern tiger
salamander
(Ambystoma tigrinum)

A large salamander, the eastern
tiger salamander can be up to 
13 inches in length. They are brown 
with yellowish blotches in a tiger-
like pattern. They have short snouts, 
thick legs, and a long tail and spend 
most of their lives living underground. 
Adults require seasonally-wet pools 
to breed. These highly-specialized 
habitats are great for preventing
predators like fsh from eating their 
young, but makes the salamander 
very susceptible to climate change
and habitat loss.

20. Emerald darner
dragonfly (Anax junius)

One of the top predators in
the Chicago River system, 
emerald darner dragonflies

are large (up to eight cm in length), 
with big eyes that can see nearly 360 
degrees, thick blue-green bodies and



 

a thin abdomen. Bees, wasps,
mosquitoes, butterflies, and other

smaller dragonfly species are
their primary prey; while
fsh and frogs readily

prey on them. Their
brown and 
green markings 
is a perfect

camouflage along 
the river. 

21. Freshwater sponge
(Family Spongillidae) 
Less dramatic than their saltwater 
counterparts, freshwater sponges 
are usually brown, gray, and yellow
or sometimes green. Looking
deceptively like plants, sponges live 
attached to objects below the water 
line such as rocks and plant stems. 
They flush water in and then out of 
their tiny pores, feeding on a variety 
of microscopic life.

22. Great blue heron
(Ardea herodias) 
The four-foot tall great blue heron 
stands still for long periods of time in 
the water while waiting to spear fsh. 
They stride slowly and deliberately, 
webbed feet keeping them from
sinking into the muddy bottom. The 
great blue heron, the largest heron in 
North America, nest in noisy colonies 
called rookeries, usually in the tops of 
trees on islands or in swamps.

23. Largemouth bass
(Micropterus salmoides)
Up to 18 inches long, this native fsh 
has an upper jaw that runs deeper 
than its eye. The two dorsal fns are 
separated with a rear fn having 12-13 
rays. Its body is dark green with a 
lighter belly and a dark longitudinal 
stripe on its side. They prey on a 
variety of smaller fsh including shad, 
sunfshes, minnows, and bluegills. 
They have been known to eat frogs,

reptiles, and even
small water

birds.

24. Little brown bat
(Myotis lucifugus) 
The little brown bat is about three 
inches long with a wingspan of 10 
inches and generally brown, although
they can be reddish or golden 
brown. They can live in colonies of 
up to 100,000 individuals and during 
warmer weather, the colonies roost 
locally in buildings or trees, often the 
Chicago River where insects are easy 
to fnd. Little brown bats fly south to 
hibernate during the winter months in 
more protected structures like caves 
or abandoned mines. They sleep up 
to 19 hours a day.

25. Meadow vole
(Microtus pennsylvanicus) 
Meadow voles, otherwise known 
as feld mice, reproduce in great 
numbers, which feed birds of prey, 
snakes and mammals such as foxes, 
coyotes, and weasels. Voles are good 
swimmers and diggers and use of 
tunnels and underground chambers 
for shelter and food storage. They 
can eat up to 60 percent of their body 
weight each day, mainly grass, seeds, 
grains and berries. 

26. Monarch butterfly
(Danaus plexippus) 
Monarch butterflies have colorful 
orange wings with black veins. Their 
black wing margins feature two rows 
of small white spots. Monarchs are 
foul-tasting to birds because of toxins 
in their bodies, which
they take in while
feeding on
milkweed as
caterpillars.
They serve
as important pollinators
for numerous native plants.

27. Muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus)
This foot-long, semi-aquatic rodent 
gets its name from secretions
produced by paired musk glands at 
the base of its tail. They have brown, 
waterproof fur and large, partly 
webbed hind feet. Muskrats consume 
cattails, arrowheads, sedges and 
other aquatic plants. By zig-zagging 
trails across the marsh they create

a maze of channels up
to three feet deep which

raises oxygen levels in the
water and allows larger fsh

into the area, increasing diversity. 

28. North American beaver
(Castor canadensis) 
Weighing 40 pounds and four feet 
long, the beaver is one of the
biggest mammals found in the
Chicago River system. With its large, 
flat tail and webbed hind feet for 
swimming, they can remain
submerged up to 15 minutes. Their 
fur consists of dual layers of long, 
thick outer hairs and short, soft
inner hairs and is waterproof. Besides 
providing a home for the beaver, 
dammed ponds provide habitat for 
waterfowl and fsh, and reduce soil 
erosion and the impacts
of flooding.

29. Northern green frog
(Rana clamitans) 
Adult green frogs can range in 
length from 2½ to 4½ inches. 
Green frogs can produce as

many as six different
calls, used to attract each 
other during mating, to

protect their territories or to warn 
against predators. Green frogs have 
excellent vision and use this to detect 
and capture prey such as insects. 
Frogs absorb water through their skin 
so they don’t need to drink.

30. Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
Ospreys nest on elevated platforms

above water throughout its range and 
will swoop and dive to catch fsh with 
their sharp talons, successfully
snagging a meal on one
out of every four dives.
These birds may log
more than
160,000

10



migration miles during their 15-to-
20-year lifetime. They are 21 to 24
inches in length with black or dark 
brown feathers above, a white belly 
and distinctive facial markings.

31. Red fox (Vulpes vulpes) 
With yellow eyes, bright orange fur, 
black feet, and a bushy tail with the 
little white tip, red foxes average 
between three and four feet long 
and weigh only eight to 15 pounds. 
Although rabbits and rodents are
their preferred diet, red foxes are
omnivorous and will eat most
anything including insects, plants
and even carcasses. They will bury 
unfnished food and mark it with urine 
with the intent of eating it later. 

32. Red-winged blackbird
(Agelaius phoeniceus)
The red-winged blackbird gets its 
common name from its brilliant red 
shoulder patches but only the males 
sport this dramatic plumage.
Females are inconspicuous with 
brown and light colored striped 
feathers. Females can produce up to 
three broods per season, each clutch 
containing three to four light green 
mottled eggs which hatch after
11 to 13 days. 

33. River otter (Lontra canadensis)
River otters are usually three-to-four 
feet long and weigh about 20 pounds. 
Their waterproof coat of dense soft 
fur and sleek body shape helps them 
zip through the water, propelled by 
a thick, muscular tail and webbed 
feet. Near-sighted above water, they 
have excellent underwater vision and 
their stiff whiskers, sensitive to water 
turbulence, are used to hunt
for prey. On land, they can

run at speeds up to
18 miles per hour.

34. Ruby meadowhawk dragonfly 
(Sympetrum rubicundulum)
As larvae, the ruby meadowhawk 
dragonfly have huge jaws and are 
voracious predators, eating aquatic

insects, zooplankton,
amphipods,
and other 
smaller

creatures, even
the occasional
small fsh. As

adults, they            are about one and
a half inches in length. Adult females 
have a yellow-brown appearance, 
while males have bright red markings. 
They prefer temporary ponds and 
marshes as their habitat.

35. Sandhill crane
(Antigone canadensis)
Though they weigh about 10 pounds, 
the sandhill crane can travel at 45 
mph flying several thousand feet 
above the ground. With an 80-inch 
wingspan, they ride thermal winds for 
hours, requiring only an occasional 
flapping to stay aloft. Marked by red 
foreheads, white cheeks, and long, 
dark, pointed bills, they survive on 
fsh, insects, small reptiles and
amphibians. Migrating cranes
traverse the city and follow the
Chicago River system and the
western edge of Lake Michigan.

36. Scarlet
tanager
(Piranga olivacea) 
The colorful male
scarlet tanager has a
dark-red body set off
by jet-black wings and
tail while females are a
yellowish-green. In the
fall, the males’ feathers
become yellow-green as well. These 
migratory birds are mainly insect
eaters, but do also consume fruits,
seeds, ants, butterflies and beetles.
These migratory birds sometimes 
hover to catch bees and wasps in 
mid-flight.

37. Virginia opossum
(Didelphis virginiana)
The Virginia opossum is the only

marsupial (pouched mammal) found
in the United States. Their 50 teeth 
are designed to eat just about
anything. When threatened, they lay 
very still, legs and tail rigid, mouth
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open, and their breathing
becomes almost undetectable.
They are excellent groomers and
consume 95 percent of the ticks
that attempt to feed on them,
helping to limit the spread of
Lyme disease.

38. Virile crayfish
(Orconectes virilis)
The virile crayfsh, also known as 
the northern crayfsh, have brown to 
reddish brown bodies and are 10-12 
cm long. They use their many legs 
to ward off predators including fsh, 
herons, minks and turtles.
To escape, they will
tuck their legs under
their body and
shoot through
the water
backwards
like a rocket.

39. Yellow-headed blackbird
(Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) 
Male yellow-headed blackbirds 
are brightly colored with white 
wing-patches and black masks 
on a golden-yellow head.

Females have brownish-black bodies, 
no wing-bars, and yellowish-brown 
heads. They migrate south to Mexico 
in winter. Their calls have been
compared to the sound of a rusty 
door hinge.

40. Yellow perch
(Perca flavescens)
Yellow perch are green and gold 
colored and have up to eight dark 
stripes on their sides and a paler 
belly. They live in a variety of habitats
and are common to the Chicago 
River, although they are primarily
lake fsh. Yellow perch feed on
zooplankton, insects, crayfsh, snails, 
aquatic insects, fsh eggs, and other 
small fsh.



A land restoration effort by Friends of the Chicago 
River and partners at Whistler Woods, a Cook
County forest preserve near south suburban
Riverdale, resulted in thousands of seeds being
collected for landscape restoration in the future.

Funding for the Whistler Woods effort is provided 
through a grant from the National Environmental
Education Foundation (NEEF). For over 20 years, 
NEEF has partnered with Toyota Motor North
America to provide a variety of grants and awards
to support national and regional environmental
preservation projects. 

Friends and its Centennial Volunteers partners are 
focused on removing non-native plants from the
forest preserves to improve biodiversity. Seeds for
native plants that may serve as food for birds and 
mammals are used in areas where non-native plants 
such as buckthorn have been removed.  

Seed Collecting in the Preserves Aids Biodiversity

Arnold Randall, general superintendent of the Forest
Preserves of Cook County, said the agency “deeply values 
its long-standing partnership with Friends.”

“Together we are restoring our public lands and waters for 
the benefit of people, plants and animals, which at Whistler 
Woods has included a bald eagle. We are especially excited 
about this project as it links to our visionary Centennial 
Volunteers initiative to mobilize people to heal and nurture 
the land,” Randall said.

Established with a grant from the Chi-Cal Rivers Funds 
in 2014, Centennial Volunteers is a partnership between 
Friends of the Chicago River, the forest preserves, and 
Friends of the Forest Preserves. In 2018, the Centennial 
Volunteers program, which works in nine sites across Cook 
County, recorded 242 work days involving 3,538 volunteers 
who contributed 12,486 hours to the program.

Seeds from native plants are collected and stored. They will then
be distributed to approved areas where invasive plants have
been removed.

12

Friends’ Otter Society is a Special Group 
At Friends, we have a special place in our hearts for
otters…and Otter Society members. The river animal
is highly social, playful, and energetic.

Members of our Otter Society, individuals and
businesses that make a generous annual commitment to 
Friends, are thoughtful and caring. A recent $5,000 gift 
from a benefactor who asks to remain anonymous will 
help continue Friends work to improve and protect the 
Chicago River system for people, plants, and animals.

Investing in restoring and revitalizing the Chicago
River and its watershed helps ensure that the river’s 
renaissance will continue and that the river otter will 
return. Otter Society offers a number of bonuses to 
members in the year following the contribution.

For more information, see http://bit.ly/OtterSociety or 
contact Kim Olsen-Clark at (312) 939-0490, ext. 19 or 
kolsenclark@chicagoriver.org.



Friends of the Chicago River welcomes a new board member and two new employees to 
our mission to improve and protect the Chicago River system for people, plants, animals.

We welcome Adam Collins to the board. As vice president of communications and
community affairs for MillerCoors, he manages the public narrative and corporate
partnerships of the nation’s second largest brewer, and leads the communications to
consumers, distributors and employees about the company’s portfolio of beers.

Collins previously served as the communications director for Mayor Rahm Emanuel
and the communications director for the Chicago Police Department. 

Adam Flickinger, AICP, LEED, AP, has joined Friends’ staff as planning director. A member 
of Friends’ volunteer Planning Committee for the last seven years, his work has focused on 
the relationship between the built environment, public realm, and urban ecological systems 
in a broad range of planning and urban design projects. As planning director, Flickinger will 
focus on planning efforts that promote the development and protection of the river
as a blue/green corridor.
 
Chelsey Grassfield has joined Friends’ staff as a policy specialist. A California native,
Grassfield moved to Chicago in 2017 to complete a master’s degree program at the
University of Chicago where her studies included public policy. Grassfield interned with
the Metropolitan Planning Council before joining
Friends of the Chicago River.

Adam Collins, New Staff Join Friends
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         RIFFLES & CURRENTS
NATuRE RETuRNS AFTER 
NORTH BRANCH
DAM REMOvAL

One year after a dam was removed on 
the North Branch near Chicago’s River 
Park, new native plants are taking root, 
according to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Chicago District. “The
plantings are now in their frst year of 
establishment. As seeds germinate and 
live plant plugs fll in, the site will soon 
be a lush collection of native grasses 
and wildflowers,” Corps ecologist Jason 
Zylka said. River Park is “soon to be 
a thriving and diverse ecosystem with 
natural vegetation, an abundance of 
fsh and aquatic wildlife, and birds and 
other species that rely on the Chicago 
River as a food source,” the Corps said. 
Removal of the dam began in July of 
2018. Friends launched an advocacy 
campaign for its removal in 2002. 

u.S. COAST GuARD
CITES HARBOR COMMITTEE

The Chicago Harbor Safety
Committee, a private sector-government
partnership that works to ensure the 
safe and effcient use of Chicago area 
waterways, including the Chicago
River, has been recognized by the
U.S. Coast Guard as Harbor Safety 
Committee of the Year. The
commandant of the Coast Guard,
Admiral Karl Schultz, presented the 
award in recognition of “outstanding 
commitment to the safety, security, and 
environmental protection of all ports 
and waterways in your region.” Friends’ 
Volunteer and Events Associate
Annette Anderson is the committee’s 
Civic/Neighborhood/Environmental
Advocacy Organizations representative.

uSEPA GRANT SuPPORTS 
RIvER EDuCATION

in 2018 Friends received a grant from 
the United States Environmental
Protection Agency to support our river 
education program, the Chicago River 
Schools Network. A signifcant portion 
of that grant was earmarked to support 
several signifcant partners doing
important work in our region. EarthEcho 
International conducted workshops, 
supplied schools with water quality
kits, and has designed a testing station 
for the Chicago Riverwalk at the
McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago 
River Museum. The Indiana Dunes 
Learning Center and school district 230 
in Orland Park were able to purchase 
educational materials for their students. 
And the Chicago Maritime Arts Center
developed a curriculum and held a
boat-building camp for kids. Friends
appreciates all these organizations do
to improve the river.
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THE OTTER SOCIETY

The Otter Society is Friends’
giving society and recognizes
individuals, businesses, and
foundations that contribute
at least $1,500 annually to the
General Operating Fund or the
Voice for the River Endowment 
Fund. Chicago River Legacy
members, who are thoughtfully 
providing for Friends in their estate 
plans, are also recognized as Otter 
Society members.

Vince and Sally Anderson 
Anonymous 
Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher 
Cinda Axley 
Judith Bassoul 
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund 
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown 
Craig and Kate Coit 
Grant Crowley 
Carolyn Eleanore Damon
     Family Foundation 
Philip Enquist and Joanna Karatzas 
Entertainment Cruises 
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin 
Sally Fletcher 
Margaret Frisbie 
Norm Goldring 
Paul and Kerri Hagy 
Tom and Barbara Honn 
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund 
Larry and Denise Kaplan 
Lydia and Stephen Kelley 
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc. 
Harry and Meredith Lamberton 
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing 
David and Maria Loew 
Dan and Pam Loewenstein 
Michael and Kim Moran 
John and Sarah O’Connell 
Danny and Jennifer O’Shaughnessy 
Hank and Wendy Paulson/
     Bobolink Foundation 
Jack Ringer Family Foundation 
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund 
Richard Wilson 
David Wong 
The Wrigley Building
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk 
Helene Zimmer-Loew 

 HIGH
Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River gratefully acknowledges all the ways 
members, donors, and partners helped us achieve our mission to
improve and protect the Chicago River system for people, plants,
and animals from April 1, 2019, to August 15, 2019

voice for the River
Endowment Fund

Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher 
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown 
David Wong 

Chicago River Legacy Society

Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown 
Carolyn Eleanore Damon
     Family Foundation 
Sally Fletcher 
Margaret Frisbie 
David Wong

INDIvIDuALS

$5,000 and above
Anonymous
Judith Bassoul
Craig and Kate Coit 
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lannin 
Fletcher Family 
Sally Fletcher
Larry and Denise Kaplan 
Lydia and Stephen Kelley 
Harry and Meredith Lamberton 
Hank and Wendy Paulson/
     Bobolink Foundation
David Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan

$2,500 to $4,999
Anonymous
Kenneth Arenberg and
     Susanne Swisher 
Kent Brown and
     Jane Jacobsen-Brown 
Grant Crowley 
Cy and Maria Griffth
Stacee Hasenbalg and
     Bahram Forouhi
Tom and Barbara Honn 
John and Sarah O’Connell
David Reynolds and
     Stacy French Reynolds
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk

$1,000 to $2,499
Fred and Cindy Acker
Mike Alber
Vince and Sally Anderson 
Cinda Axley
Brian Crabb and Christine Cucinotta
The Honorable John P. Daley
Stephen Elkins

Philip Enquist and Joanna Karatzas 
Norm Goldring 
Paul and Kerri Hagy 
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
     Charitable Gift Fund 
Jonathan Lehman and
     Zachary Huelsing 
David and Maria Loew
Dan and Pam Loewenstein
Michael and Kim Moran 
Danny and Jennifer O’Shaughnessy
Kishan Patel
The David Reinisch and
    Julie Kiefer Fund
David Sawyer
Sarah Shirk
Norm and Kellie Siegel
Sirius Fund
Richard Wilson 
Helene Zimmer-Loew

$250 to $999
Karen Alber and Mike Santoro
Anonymous
Audrey Avila
Louise Barrett
Kara and Tom Barta
Tom Baur
Michael and Carol Bilder
Kevin Bowen
Marjorie Brownstein
Markay Bunn
Karen Butler
Robert and Marsha Cassidy
Kate Chappell
Randall and Lynn Clark
Cameron Davis
Daniel DeLeon
Sarah Fox
Gwyndolyn Friend
Margaret Frisbie and Matt Binns
Jennifer Gibbons
Kathy and Jim Gysler
Peter and Prudence Hallarman
Brent A. Hoffmann
Thomas and Diane Judge
Daniel Kilduff and Ellen Fryda
Jacqueline Kindra
Andrew Kraft
John Laing
Patti Lanigan
Jacqueline J. Loewe
Jennifer Lucas
Judy Mansueto
Cathleen Marine
Sara Martinek
Bradley McCauley
Casey McDonough
Mishell Meyer
Charles Portis
Jennifer Powell
John C. Robak
Renee Schleicher
Jeanine Sheehan
Glen and Barbara Shelly
David Shepherd
Lauren Sivak
Kari Steele
Caleb Stephenson
Ellen Stoner
Brad B. Suster and
     Hector T. Hernandez
Ron and Dee Tevonian
Sharon Waller
Karen G. Wilson

FOuNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS, 
AND OTHERS

$10,000 and above
The Crown Family
Carolyn Eleanore Damon
     Family Foundation
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 
     Foundation
Exelon
Jim Beam Suntory
Mars Wrigley Confectionery
Chauncey and Marion D.
     McCormick Family Foundation
McDermott Will & Emery
Ozinga Bros., Inc.
PepsiCo, Inc.
REI
Adrian Smith + Gordon Gill
     Architecture
Shoreline Sightseeing and Charters

$3,500 to $9,999
Arcadis U.S., Inc.
ARCO/Murray Design Build
Beacon Capital Partners 
Cardno
Chicago Botanic Garden
d’Escoto Inc. 
Heartland Housing
Hines
LendLease
MillerCoors
Pernod Ricard USA
Related Midwest
The Siragusa Family Foundation
SPACECO, Inc.
Stantec
StormTrap LLC
TRANSWESTERN
Two North Riverside Plaza JV LP
Waste Management
The Wrigley Building

$1,000 to $3,499
Arizona State University - School of
     Sustainability Alumni Chapter
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Continental Electrical
     Construction Co.
Cotter Consulting
Dixon Enterprise
Entertainment Cruises
Epstein
Gensler
Harbor Capital Advisors, Inc.
Hometown America
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Lincoln Park Zoo
McCormick Foundation
James McHugh Construction Co.
Prince Charitable Trusts
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
Royal Bank of Canada
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Tetra Tech, Inc.
Votorantim Cimentos Prairie Material
WealthPlanners, LLC
Weaver Consultants Group
Cynthia Weglarz Rountree Fund
West Monroe Partners, LLC
William Blair

Continued on page 15...
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   ...................YES! I want to support the Chicago River’s recovery and renaissance! .......................................

By becoming a member, you are making a strong statement that you want a healthier river for 
people, plants, and animals. Gift memberships are also available.

$1,500+   The Otter Society
$1,000     Wild Mink
$500        Great Horned Owl
$250        Yellow-headed Blackbird
$156        Black-crowned Night Heron
$156        Tributary Member (Emerging Leaders)

        $____________________    I/we wish to only make a donation at this time.

Contact your employer’s Human Resources department today to fnd out if they have a matching 
gift program.

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________

For recognition purposes,
please list my name or company as ___________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________

Preferred phone _____________________________  Email _____________________________________

My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.

Charge my credit card (circle one)     American Express     Discover     MasterCard     Visa
Yes, please charge the 3% credit card transaction fee to my card so that 100% of my
membership/donation goes to Friends.

Card # ____________________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________

Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

I/we wish to be anonymous. Please do not list my/our name. 

I am curious about:              volunteering               sponsorship               planned giving

Please DO NOT add me to your email communications list.

Your generous support directly impacts Friends’
efforts to improve the Chicago River’s health and 
vitality in three important areas: education and
outreach; on-the-ground projects; and public policy 
and planning. 

Members receive:
•	 Free general admission plus discounts on bridge 

lift, tour tickets, and merchandise at our McCormick 
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum,

•	 Discounts on our canoe trips,
•	 A subscription to The River Reporter newsletter,
•	 Volunteer bulletins, email alerts, and other

opportunities for hands-on involvement, plus
•	 Invitations to special events such as Chicago River 

Day, Big Fish Ball, and Summer Cruise, and
•	 Listing in Friends’ Annual Report.

Otter Society members represent Friends’ most
important philanthropic partnership. In appreciation 
of their generous support, they enjoy unique
benefts at three levels of giving. To learn more 
about how you can participate as an individual, 
household, or business, please contact
kolsenclark@chicagoriver.org or
call (312) 939-0490, ext. 19.

Interested in joining our monthly giving club?
Support Friends year-round through automatic 
monthly contributions as small as $10 per month. 
Contact membership at friends@chicagoriver.org
or call (312) 939-0490, ext. 10.

Friends of the Chicago River is a nonproft 501(c)(3)
organization. Please send this form and payment 
to: Friends of the Chicago River at 411 South Wells 
Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607, or join online 
at www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/membership.

$100      Blanding’s Turtle / Business
$75        Tiger Salamander / Family
$35        Chorus Frog / Individual
$10        Prairie Dropseed / Volunteer,
                            Teacher, or Student

 HIGH
Water Marks
Continued from page 14
FOuNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS, 
AND OTHERS

$250 to $999
Absolute Turn, Inc.
Active Transportation
ADM Investor Services, Inc.
Archer Daniels Midland
Atrium Landscapes
Brand Experience
Chicago Electric Boat Company/
     Chicago Duffy
DePaul University
Earth Share of Illinois

Engineering Resource
     Associates, Inc.
Euromonitor International Inc.
Goethe-Institut Chicago
Illinois Environmental Council
Knight Engineers and Architects
Loyola Academy
Loyola University
Meeting Tomorrow
Mitchell School
Nixon Peabody
Northern Trust Company
Tom Olsen Agency, Inc.
Omni Ecosystems
R2 Companies
Ross Barney Architects
RW Collins
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Teen Learning Lab of
     Greater Chicago
Wendella Sightseeing Co., Inc.

GOvERNMENT AGENCIES

Chi-Cal Rivers Fund, a grant
     from the National Fish and
     Wildlife Foundation
Friends of the Forest Preserves
Illinois Department of Natural
     Resources
U.S. EPA Region 5

IN-KIND

Chicago Electric Boat Company/
     Chicago Duffy
Chicago Sailing
Grant Crowley
Fig & Olive
Fleur de Lis Florist
Fresh Coast Salt Therapy
Gordon Salon Lakeshore East
El Siete Catering
Hotel Boulderado

Hotel Lincoln
Inspired Catering and Events by
     Karen and Gina Stefani
Jim Beam Suntory
Lawrence’s Fish and Shrimp
Anastasia Mak
Alexandra Marks Jewelry
Mars Wrigley Confectionery
Nodding Onion Farms
Patagonia, Lincoln Park 
Sanders Fine Portraits
Shoreline Sightseeing and Charters
     Terlato Wines International
Thirst
Trabert & Hoeffer
TRANSWESTERN-77 W. Wacker
Christy Webber Landscapes
Wendella Sightseeing Co., Inc.
The Westin Chicago River
     North Hotel
Wndr Museum
David Wong
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                             Visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.        Membership opportunities on page f fteen.
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Friends’ Annual Meeting:
You’re Invited 
Wednesday, October 16, 2019, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Active members and volunteers are invited to join us for the
2019 Annual Meeting in celebration of Friends, our members,
our volunteers, and the Chicago River system we have all worked 
so hard to improve. 

The evening’s agenda includes festive networking and an update
on Friends’ progress. Details and location disclosed at time of 
RSVP. This event is open to members, contributors and
volunteers only.

To RSVP, please contact Cristine McDowell at (312) 939-0490,
ext. 10 or cmcdowell@chicagoriver.org.


