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Loss of Power





Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 

weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 

upon me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 

weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, 

then I am strong.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10







Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the 
provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and 
Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to 

Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood:

Grace and peace be yours in abundance.

1 Peter 1:1-2
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“exiles of the Dispersion” (ESV & NRSV)

diaspora – scatter or disperse

722 BC - Israel to Assyria
586 BC – Judah to Babylon

“Exiles scattered”





“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it 

hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it 

would love you as its own. As it is, you do not 

belong to the world, but I have chosen you out 

of the world. That is why the world hates you.

John 15:18-19



Christians

“…who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father…”

1 Peter 1:2

Jesus

“…was foreknown before the foundation of the world…”

1 Peter 1:20

“…rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him…”

1 Peter 2:4



“When the church is 

ostracized and suffering, 

we’re following in the 

footsteps of Jesus. We’re 

joining our King in exile… 

you’re joining Christ outside 

the camp”

Elliot Clark



And so Jesus also suffered outside the city 

gate to make the people holy through his 

own blood. Let us, then, go to him outside 

the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. For 
here we do not have an enduring city, but we 

are looking for the city that is to come.

Hebrews 13:12-14




