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Every week when we gather to take a journey together. It’s a very real journey in which we are 
drawn into the presence of God, brought to the throne of grace. Our worship service includes 
various elements that are things that we do but those things that we do—the order of worship 
or the liturgy—those things do something to us. They make us more like Jesus. So, let’s discuss 
these various elements of our worship service as a “journey to the throne of grace”, where we 
practice what it means to live the Christian life so let’s get started. 
  
We have a prelude song every Sunday but the prelude is actually the time where you 
remember your baptism. It’s all about preparation for the journey. Maybe the prelude starts as 
you lift your head off your pillow and get yourself or your family ready to draw near to the 
throne of grace, as you take a shower and remember that you have been made clean, brought 
from death to life by your Savior (or maybe you haven't been baptized and you want to so that 
you can start your journey of faith). You bring all of yourself to the gathering, often in a rush 
and fervor but when you sit down during the prelude song you have a moment to gather your 
wits and become mindful of what is about to happen so that now you can set your face on the 
object of your heart's deepest desires. The prelude is where you say, "I want YOU Jesus. Draw 
me close." 
  
Then there is the call to worship, which is a declaration that we are all beginning something 
different, that we are all going somewhere together. So, I say every week, “We are gathered in 
the name of the Lord,” and in your soul there should be this sigh of relief and your heart says, 
“Thanks be to God!” And then we read a passage of scripture because it is Jesus who initiates 
this event like when he spoke to bring about creation. Every Sunday’s call to worship is a 
Genesis 1:3 moment where Jesus says to your heart, “Let there be light!" 
  
Then we sing together. What better way is there to embody the practice of unity than singing 
together in a big group? This is where we speak to God and he speaks to us through the 
mystery of music. It's a beautiful conversation. It's prayer.  
  
Then, as we journey together, we have specific types of prayer. A prayer where we ask for 
God’s help to worship him because we stink at worshipping the real God. That’s called a prayer 
of invocation. There is also a prayer of confession where we tell him what he already knows, 
that we are all broken people who long to be made whole…and there is something about 
confessing our sins together that makes us love one another, it makes us one people who are a 
little more gracious to one another, a little more patient than what is normal, a little more 
humble than we were last week. 
  
When we’ve taken a look at our sinfulness we always look to Christ either through song or 
scripture or both and we remind one another of what has been accomplished so that we can 



boldly approach the throne of grace. This comes to its climax with what’s called the assurance 
of pardon. It’s the declaration that Christ has died, Christ is risen and Christ is coming again. It’s 
the moment where you are no longer allowed to think of yourself as anything but God’s child 
and you’re invited into the full glory of the Divine. 
  
What’s our response? Thanksgiving, celebration! That’s why we always sing a song of victory 
and pray prayers of thanksgiving to end the first part of the service.  
  
After this first section comes what may seem at first glance to be the logistics portion of the 
service. The dismissal of kids, greeting, announcements, congregational prayer, offering. It’s 
way more than logistics. The dismissal of the children isn’t a mere formality. Think of it as a 
victory parade where we celebrate our children as they continue their journey to the throne of 
grace. Watch the children as they go. They have the faith you are supposed to have. So when 
the kids leave this room pray over them and pray for their teachers and pray for yourself that 
you would have faith like a child. The dismissal is worship. It's a little Palm Sunday, every 
Sunday. 
  
Then there is the greeting. This isn’t a contrived time to socialize. This is where we practice 
peace and reconciliation. Everything we’ve done up to this point has emphasized that we have 
been reconciled to God but the greeting reminds us that our job is to bring the peace that we 
have to the world…and this is a safe place to practice. So, if you have something against 
someone in this room this is the opportunity to make things right…or at least to be reminded 
that you need to talk to them after the service. The greeting is where we practice a life of peace 
and reconciliation. When you say "Hey, good morning." What you are really saying is, "You have 
peace with God." 
  
Announcements are actually where we make public plans for doing Kingdom work. It’s not 
where we announce our social club events. Chelten is not a social club. It is a family on mission 
to bring the blessings of God to a world in desperate need of generous friends. As we gather, 
the announcements galvanize our mission for when we scatter.  
  
We follow the announcements with the congregational prayer, the most missional moment of 
our service. This is where we, together, practice being royal priests who intercede on behalf of 
our church family, our neighborhoods, workplaces and communities. We bring the needs, the 
sin and brokenness of the entire world to the only one who can really do anything about it and 
we say, with faith like a child, “Could you fix this?” 
  
Now the offering. This is NOT where you pay your dues. This is where you practice what it 
means to be like God. You practice generosity. You engage in giving. There is something about 
dropping your money into a plate or even pressing “give” at Chelten’s website from your phone 
that makes it easier for you to say “yes” when your neighbor needs something. Give your 
money to the church. Not mainly because of the logistical reasons but because your generosity 
makes you more like God and that is what the world needs from you this week.  
  



Then the sermon. Think of this as your opportunity to crawl up into your heavenly Daddy’s 
arms and listen to his stories of love and grace. Look, if you fall asleep during the sermon that’s 
okay. You’re falling asleep in your Daddy’s arms. There is a lot of worse places you could be. Let 
his love teach you how to love.  
  
But when our heavenly Father is done speaking to us of his grace and teaching us how to love 
he invites us to feast with him. That’s what communion is. It’s this most mysterious moment 
when the physicality of life is revealed to be very spiritual. It’s where we are reminded that all 
of life is from God. It’s where we are given something we can taste and see and touch and smell 
just in case we doubted. Can you touch the bread? God’s love is even more real than that 
bread. Can you taste the fruit of the vine? God’s grace is even sweeter. 
  
In response, we will sing a doxology. It may not be THE Doxology, Old One Hundredth, but it’s a 
song of exaltation, a joyful song that sends us from this place in awe of the Lord. 
  
And finally we come to the benediction, the climactic moment of the service where God, who is 
rich in mercy, having given us all of these great gifts of salvation and grace, forgiveness and 
mercy, where all the promises of God find their “Yes and Amen in Christ Jesus," sends us out 
from his throne room into the world again but he sends us with his gifts of his Spirit so that with 
every step you take blessings flow out like flowers of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, all blooming with every step you take in a 
dark world where light has dawned and is growing until he returns. For you were blessed to be 
a blessing. So, hold your hands out when the Lord gives you his gifts and let the posture of your 
body be your prayer, "Make me a blessing with these gifts!" 
  
And then we go…into the world to see his Kingdom come… 
  
All these things and more happen every Sunday when we gather in the name of the Lord.  
  
  
 


