


Let the message of Christ dwell among you 
richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and 
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 
gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you 
do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 

Colossians 3:16-17



The Message of Christ

‒ through teaching and admonishing
• must dwell among God’s people



For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 
him [Christ], and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

Colossians 1:19-20

… that God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.

2 Corinthians 5:19



The Message of Christ

• is all that Christ has done, is doing and will do 
to restore his people and this world

‒ through teaching and admonishing
• must dwell among God’s people

• seen in psalms, hymns and songs from the Spirit



The Message of Christ

• is what you must long to hear for yourself
‒ (and from yourself)

• is what you must expect of your pastors

‒ but not everyone who listens, actually wants Christ



… Herod feared John and protected him, knowing 
him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod 
heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to 
listen to him. 

Mark 6:20



“He [Whitfield] used indeed sometimes to pray for 
my conversion, but never had the satisfaction of 
believing that his prayers were heard.”

– Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography, 1789 –



You Know You Don’t Love 
the Message of Christ When ….

• he’s distant and not a real person to you

• he doesn't show up in your daily life

• theology about Christ is more interesting 
to you than Christ is

• your relationship with him primarily revolves 
around your problems



You Can’t Just Stop Loving 
the Wrong Thing

Only a New Love will Drive Out the Old



“… by setting forth another object, even God, as 
more worthy of its [your heart’s] attachment, so as 
that the heart shall be prevailed upon not to resign an 
old affection, which shall have nothing to succeed it, 
but to exchange an old affection for a new one .”

– Thomas Chalmers, The Expulsive Power 
of a New Affection –



You Can’t Just Stop Loving 
the Wrong Thing

Only a New Love will Drive Out the Old





You Can’t Just Stop Loving 
the Wrong Thing

Only a New Love will Drive Out the Old

Thank God for what he has done, 
is doing and will do




