




Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 

clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive 

one another if any of you has a grievance against 

someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all 

these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 

perfect unity.

Colossians 3:12-14



IF you have grievances?

WHEN we have grievances!

What does forgiveness look like lived out?

How could I possibly forgive?





“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, 

just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you 

have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or 

two others along, so that ‘every matter may be 

established by the testimony of two or three witnesses. If 

they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they 

refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you 

would a pagan or a tax collector.

Matthew 18:15-17





“Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many 

times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against 

me. Up to seven times?”

Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-

seven times.”

Matthew 18:21-22



The Kingdom of heaven is like a King who wanted to settle 

accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a 

man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was 

brought to him. 

Matthew 18:23-24



The Kingdom of heaven is like a King who wanted to settle 

accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a 

man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was 

brought to him. 

Matthew 18:23-24

“a bazillion dollars”



“Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he 

and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to 

repay the debt” 

At this the servant fell on his knees before him, “be 

patient with me” he said, “and I will pay back everything” 

Matthew 18:25-26



The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt 

and let him go

Matthew 18:27



“But when that servant went out, he found one of his 

fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He 

grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you 

owe me!’ he demanded.

“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be 

patient with me, and I will pay it back.’

Matthew 18:28-29



“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man 

thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the 

other servants saw what had happened, they were 

outraged and went and told their master everything that 

had happened.

“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked 

servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because 

you begged me to. 

Matthew 18:30-32



Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just 

as I had on you?’ In anger his master handed him over to 

the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he 

owed.

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you 

unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Matthew 18:33-35





Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

• God is the gracious master

• We have been forgiven a debt we cannot pay

• Our fellow servants owe use debts

My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought
My sin, not in part but the whole
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, Oh my soul!



Left with a question… 

How does what I have received shape what I 
give to others?

Forgiven People

Forgive People



Forgiveness

• Costly

“The essence of forgiveness is absorbing pain 
instead of giving it.”

- Tim Keller



Forgiveness

• Costly

• Revoke Your Right to Revenge

• Not – “Forgive and Forget”

• Act of Faith

• For your joy

Withholding forgiveness is like drinking poison 
and hoping the other person dies.



Forgiveness

• Repaying Evil with Good

• Reconciliation is the goal

• BUT Forgiveness is NOT Reconciliation

• Rarely a one-time thing

• Hard









The Gospel is…

NOT that we forgive others

But that God, in Christ forgave us! 




