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David: Israel’s Second King

• Saul, Israel’s first king, tried to kill David

‒ led to seven year Civil War after Saul’s death

David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the 
house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for 
Jonathan’s sake?” 

2 Samuel 9:1



Jonathan
• Saul’s oldest son

• made a covenant with David



But if my father intends to harm you, may the 
Lord deal with Jonathan, be it ever so severely, if I 
do not let you know and send you away in peace. 
May the Lord be with you as he has been with my 
father. But show me unfailing kindness like the 
Lord’s kindness as long as I live, so that I may not 
be killed, and do not ever cut off your kindness 
from my family—not even when the Lord has cut 
off every one of David’s enemies from the face of 
the earth.” 

1 Samuel 20:13-15



So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of 
David, saying, “May the Lord call David’s enemies 
to account.” And Jonathan had David reaffirm his 
oath out of love for him, because he loved him as 
he loved himself. 

1 Samuel 20:16-17



Jonathan
• Saul’s oldest son

• made a covenant with David

‒ guard and protect each other (family included)

‒ show kindness (hesed) 

“[Hesed] combines commitment with sacrifice. Hesed 
is one-way love. Love without an exit strategy. When you 
love with hesed love, you bind yourself to the object of 
your love, no matter what the response is.”  

Paul Miller, A Loving Life, p. 24.



Now there was a servant of Saul’s household 
named Ziba. They summoned him to appear before 
David, and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?”

“At your service,” he replied.

The king asked, “Is there no one still alive from 
the house of Saul to whom I can show God’s 
kindness?”

Ziba answered the king, “There is still a son of 
Jonathan; he is lame in both feet.”

2 Samuel 9:2-3



Mephibosheth: Jonathan’s Son

‒ unable: lame in both feet 



“Where is he?” the king asked.

Ziba answered, “He is at the house of Makir son of 
Ammiel in Lo Debar.”

So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from 
the house of Makir son of Ammiel.

When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of 
Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor.

David said, “Mephibosheth!”

“At your service,” he replied.

“Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, 

2 Samuel 9:4-7a



“Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I will 
surely show you kindness for the sake of your 
father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land 
that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you 
will always eat at my table.”

Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is 
your servant, that you should notice a dead dog 
like me?”

2 Samuel 9:7-8



Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s steward, 
and said to him, “I have given your master’s 
grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his 
family. You and your sons and your servants are to 
farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so 
that your master’s grandson may be provided for. 
And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will 
always eat at my table.” (Now Ziba had fifteen 
sons and twenty servants.)

2 Samuel 9:9-10



Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will 
do whatever my lord the king commands his 
servant to do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s 
table like one of the king’s sons.

Mephibosheth had a young son named Mika, 
and all the members of Ziba’s household were 
servants of Mephibosheth. And Mephibosheth 
lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the 
king’s table; he was lame in both feet.

2 Samuel 9:11-13



Mephibosheth: Jonathan’s Son

• undeserving of David’s kindness

• receives kindness

‒ unable: lame in both feet 

‒ restoration of property (vv. 7, 9)

‒ guilty: did not support the true king

‒ provision of income (v. 10)

‒ elevation of status (vv. 7, 10, 11, 13)



Kindness for Jonathan’s Sake

• covenant is not conditional on Mephibosheth’s actions

• covenant is made before Mephibosheth was born

• covenant benefits those connected to Jonathan

‒ those united with Jonathan

‒ those “in Jonathan”



You see, at just the right time, when we were 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, 
though for a good person someone might possibly 
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.

Romans 5:6-8



Since we have now been justified by his blood, 
how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not 
only is this so, but we also boast in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received reconciliation.

Romans 5:9-11



Kindness for Christ’s Sake

v. 6 – while we were still powerless,

v. 8 – while we were still sinners,

v. 10 – while we were God’s enemies,

Christ died for the ungodly

Christ died for us

we were reconciled to him through the death of his son



Fight Doubt by Remembering that

God’s covenant is based on Jesus 

and Jesus deserves God’s hesed

and because I’m connected to Jesus

I get to eat at God’s table and be 
counted as one of his sons.




