


Ruth

• weird world for us who live in the 21st century

(gleaning, guardian-redeemers, ethnic
tensions not based on discrimination)



Ruth, the Moabite

• Moabites try to curse the Israelites (Numbers 22-25)



Then the Israelites traveled to the plains of 
Moab and camped along the Jordan across from 
Jericho.

Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had 
done to the Amorites, and Moab was terrified 
because there were so many people. Indeed, Moab 
was filled with dread because of the Israelites.

The Moabites said to the elders of Midian, “This 
horde is going to lick up everything around us, as 
an ox licks up the grass of the field.” 

Numbers 22:1-4a



So Balak son of Zippor, who was king of Moab at 
that time, sent messengers to summon Balaam son 
of Beor, who was at Pethor, near the Euphrates 
River, in his native land. Balak said: “A people has 
come out of Egypt; they cover the face of the land 
and have settled next to me. Now come and put a 
curse on these people, because they are too 
powerful for me. Perhaps then I will be able to 
defeat them and drive them out of the land. For I 
know that whoever you bless is blessed, and 
whoever you curse is cursed.”

Numbers 22:4b-6



Ruth, the Moabite

• Moabites try to curse the Israelites (Numbers 22-25)

• God promises to curse those who curse his 
people (Genesis 12:2-3)



“I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;

I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.

I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;

and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”

Genesis 12:2-3



Ruth, the Moabite

• Moabites try to curse the Israelites (Numbers 22-25)

• God promises to curse those who curse his 
people (Genesis 12:2-3)

• God curses the Moabites (Deuteronomy 23:3-6)

‒ fought against Egypt (Exodus 7-14)

‒ fought against Amalek (Exodus 17:8-16)



No Ammonite or Moabite or any of their 
descendants may enter the assembly of the Lord, 
not even in the tenth generation. For they did not 
come to meet you with bread and water on your 
way when you came out of Egypt, and they hired 
Balaam son of Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim
to pronounce a curse on you. However, the Lord 
your God would not listen to Balaam but turned 
the curse into a blessing for you, because the Lord 
your God loves you. Do not seek a treaty of 
friendship with them as long as you live.

Deuteronomy 23:3-6



Ruth, the Moabite

• Moabites try to curse the Israelites (Numbers 22-25)

• God promises to curse those who curse his 
people (Genesis 12:2-3)

• God curses the Moabites (Deuteronomy 23:3-6)

‒ fought against Egypt (Exodus 7-14)

‒ because they’re fighting against how he’s 
working to restore Creation 

‒ fought against Amalek (Exodus 17:8-16)



Are you working with God in his 
desire to restore Creation?

OR

Are you working against him?



Choosing the Land of Blessing or Curse

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a 
famine in the land. So a man from Bethlehem in 
Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went 
to live for a while in the country of Moab. The 
man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was 
Naomi, and the names of his two sons were 
Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from 
Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and 
lived there.

Ruth 1:1-2



Choosing the Land of Blessing or Curse

• Elimelek left the people who will bless all nations (1:1-2)



Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she 
was left with her two sons. They married Moabite 
women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. 
After they had lived there about ten years, both 
Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left 
without her two sons and her husband.

Ruth 1:3-5



Choosing the Land of Blessing or Curse

• Elimelek left the people who will bless all nations (1:1-2)

‒ and experienced Curse (1:3-5)



When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had 
come to the aid of his people by providing food for 
them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to 
return home from there.

Ruth 1:6



Choosing the Land of Blessing or Curse

• Elimelek left the people who will bless all nations (1:1-2)

• Naomi returned to the people of Blessing (1:6)

‒ Orpah remained among the people of Curse

‒ and experienced Curse (1:3-5)



“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going 
back to her people and her gods. Go back with 
her.”

But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or 
to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and 
where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my 
people and your God my God. Where you die I will 
die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal 
with me, be it ever so severely, if even death 
separates you and me.”

Ruth 1:3-5



Choosing the Land of Blessing or Curse

• Elimelek left the people who will bless all nations (1:1-2)

• Naomi returned to the people of Blessing (1:6)

‒ Orpah remained among the people of Curse

‒ and experienced Curse (1:3-5)

‒ Ruth left the people of Curse



Ruth in the Land of Blessing

• she goes to glean

‒ gleaning: gifting part of your crops‒ gleaning: gifting part of your crops (because
God has first gifted them to you)



As it turned out, she was working in a field 
belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of 
Elimelek.

Ruth 2:3



Ruth in the Land of Blessing

• she goes to glean

• she does for Naomi what the Moabites refused
to do for the Israelites 

‒ she blesses God’s people 

‒ gleaning: gifting part of your crops

‒ just happens to end up in Boaz’s field

‒ gleaning: gifting part of your crops (because
God has first gifted them to you)



“The name of the man I worked with today is 
Boaz,” she said.

“The Lord bless him!” Naomi said to her 
daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped showing his 
kindness to the living and the dead.” She added, 
“That man is our close relative; he is one of our
guardian-redeemers.”

Ruth 2:19-20



Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for 
him. The women living there said, “Naomi has a son!”

Ruth 4:16-17

Boaz: Guardian-Redeemer

• guardian-redeemer: restores a relative to their
rightful place among the people of God (Lev 25:25-55)

‒ when either is lost, someone can purchase
land and/or provide an heir to restore you

‒ but it would cost them dearly

‒ descendants and land are the evidence of
God’s ongoing faithfulness to your family



Boaz: Guardian-Redeemer

• guardian-redeemer: restores a relative to their
rightful place among the people of God (Lev 25:25-55)

• Boaz → Obed → Jesse → David → … → Jesus

‒ when either is lost, someone can purchase
land and/or provide an heir to restore you

‒ but it would cost them dearly

‒ descendants and land are the evidence of
God’s ongoing faithfulness to your family



Boaz: Recipient of Grace
• God made a place for his mother, Rahab (Matthew 1:5)

• God made a place for his father, Salmon (Matthew 1:5)

• God gave him the blessings he had (Ruth 1:6)

• Boaz gave what he’d been given

‒ he worked with God to redeem and restore others 
after God did so for him 




