


You see God’s Character by Observing 
Patterns in his Interactions



God Sees and Hears, then Acts

• Hagar (Genesis 16)

“You are now pregnant
and you will give birth to a son.

You shall name him Ishmael,
for the Lord has heard of your misery.”

Genesis 16:11

She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: 
“You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I 
have now seen the One who sees me.”

Genesis 16:13



God Sees and Hears, then Acts

• Hagar (Genesis 16)

Then the Lord said, “The outcry against Sodom 
and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 
that I will go down and see if what they have done 
is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I 
will know.”

Genesis 18:20-21

• Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18)



God Acts to Rescue his People from Slavery

Abraham

Isaac   

Jacob

big family (including Joseph)

many, many more



God Acts to Rescue his People from Slavery

During that long period, the king of Egypt died. 
The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried 
out, and their cry for help because of their slavery 
went up to God. God heard their groaning and he 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 
Isaac and with Jacob. So God looked on the 
Israelites and was concerned about them.

Exodus 2:23-25



God Acts to Rescue his People from Slavery
The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of 

my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out 
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned
about their suffering. So I have come down to 
rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to 
bring them up out of that land into a good and 
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. And 
now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I 
have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing 
them. So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”.

Exodus 3:7-10



God’s People Rely on Him to See, Hear and Act

“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions 
of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look with favor 
on your desolate sanctuary. Give ear, our God, and 
hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the 
city that bears your Name. We do not make 
requests of you because we are righteous, but 
because of your great mercy. Lord, listen! Lord, 
forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my God, 
do not delay, because your city and your people 
bear your Name.”

Daniel 9:17-19



God’s People Rely on Him to See, Hear and Act

“You saw the suffering of our ancestors in 
Egypt; you heard their cry at the Red Sea. You sent
signs and wonders against Pharaoh, against all his 
officials and all the people of his land, for you knew 
how arrogantly the Egyptians treated them. You 
made a name for yourself, which remains to this 
day.

Nehemiah 9:9-10



God’s People Rely on Him to See, Hear and Act

“But they were disobedient and rebelled 
against you; they turned their backs on your law. 
They killed your prophets, who had warned them 
in order to turn them back to you; they committed 
awful blasphemies. So you delivered them into the 
hands of their enemies, who oppressed them. But 
when they were oppressed they cried out to you. 
From heaven you heard them, and in your great 
compassion you gave them deliverers, who rescued 
them from the hand of their enemies.

Nehemiah 9:26-27



God’s People Rely on Him to See, Hear and Act

“But as soon as they were at rest, they again did 
what was evil in your sight. Then you abandoned 
them to the hand of their enemies so that they 
ruled over them. And when they cried out to you 
again, you heard from heaven, and in your 
compassion you delivered them time after time.

Nehemiah 9:28



Jesus Embodies God’s Character

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd.

Matthew 9:36

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them and healed their sick.

Matthew 14:14

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
had come along with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in spirit and troubled.

John 11:33



Jesus Wove God’s Character into His Parables

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man 
was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.

Luke 10:33

So he got up and went to his father.

But while he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to 
his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

Luke 15:20

ran



God Sees, Hears and Helps

but this World Sees, Hears and Hurts



God Sees, Hears and Helps

• so you learn to:

‒ fight back

‒ accept abuse

but this World Sees, Hears and Hurts

‒ hide yourself



How Can You Be Authentic

• experience a God who sees, hears and helps

• begin to see and hear with compassion

• let other people see and hear you

‒ those who hurt you

‒ learn God’s true character

‒ ask the faith question

‒ practice faith when attacked

‒ those who have been hurt




