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Editor’s Introduction
Welcome to the twelve edition of the
Checker Cab Club newsletter, ”FARES”.
Free of charge, feel free to print and
distribute and put in your own binder. If
you would like to submit an article or
personal profile regarding you or your,
Checker, please feel free to submit all
content to the email address on the right
side of this page.

In this issue we’ll present an essay
on the Checker Model A8. As many
know, this is the Checker introduced
in 1956 that was continued in
production and modified over the
course of twenty-six years. Virtually
every Checker owner’s car has a
direct link to the Model A8.

In the future, we’ll present a series
So what’s new in this issue? You’ll find an
of articles regarding Checkers
article about the potential Checker merger outsourcing business. The first
with International Harvester back in the
article showcasing Checker
60’s. We’ll present a photographic essay of outsource business is a story about
the 1937 Chicago Taxi strike against
the Dodge C-series truck cab
Checker and Yellow cab companies.
produced by Checker.
Additionally we’ll share instructions on
how to get a “build sheet” for your Checker Please enjoy issue: volume 3 issue 2.
from the Gilmore Museum.

Editor: Joe Fay
Drivermatica8@yahoo.com
Owner 1949,1950, 1952,
1957 Checkers
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The Gilmore Offers Checker Build Sheets
1963-1982
There has been several recent posts on the Facebook
wall regarding build sheets, such as the recent post by
Michael Pincus and his new purchase.
Most of our members have the ability to purchase a copy
of a build sheet for their prized Checkers by contacting the
Gilmore Museum and simply share the vehicle
identification numbers of your Checker. Currently
the records cover the model years mid-1963 through 1982,
though there are a few gaps in time.
To obtain your build sheet, the Gilmore Museum will need
the following information:
1) Purchase Order Number (P.O.): This is on the Checker
Motors Corp. build plate on the firewall under the hood and
above the brake canister/brake master cylinder. You’ll find
it Just to the right of the SN/VIN number. Example: P.O.
6050. Some plates do not have a P.O. number.

Mike’s recent purchase
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2) Serial Number or VIN: Example: A12-5531-170540 or
1CMMS412XBK005687 (1981 / 1982). Located on the firewall build
plate, the A pillar plate and on the dash SN/VIN plate, on the left side
just below the windshield. The information provided will help the
Museum find the build sheet if there isn’t any P.O. number available.
3) Build Date / Month Year: This is located on the ID plate on the
drivers side A door jam, where the drivers door hinges are
mounted. The plate will present the build date month and
year for example: 5-82 (built in May of 1982)
To place the order Send the information together with the $35.00
processing fee and your return mail address to:
Gilmore Car Museum, Checker Production Orders, 6865 Hickory
Road, Hickory Corners, MI 49060
You can also contact phone Dick Bowman in the archive at (269) 6715089 The Gilmore will accept Visa, MasterCard or Check for payment
Paypal too! Send the information by email along with your shipping
address to the Gilmore Museum website at
library@gilmorecarmuseum.org. then proceed to the “make a payment
via PayPal” button to ShopGCM@GilmoreCarMuseum.org
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Das Awkscht Fescht 2017 Aug 4th – 6th
For 53 years, Das Awkscht Fescht has been a summer tradition for all
ages. Offering three fun-packed days in the great outdoors, it's a perfect
way for families to celebrate summer. This year, we celebrate our 54rd
Annual Fescht, so come cruisin' through 42 acres of fun at the Fescht and enjoy the great things classic summers are made of. Admission
Includes all events, shows, and entertainment.
HOURS: Gates open at 6:00am for walk-in visitors. Show cars enter the
fields after 7:30am. Flea market goes through dusk, and arts & crafts
vendors are open until 9pm. Entertainment goes until 10:30pm on Fri and
Sat, and until 4:30pm on Sun. FIREWORKS are on Saturday night at
9:30pm

Happy Checkering, Chris Hutter and son, Victor
Coiro, the Rogers family and Mike Pincus @
2016

ADMISSION: $8 for adults, $3 for a...ge 15 and under. Stop by our
information booth once inside the park for a discounted NEXT DAY pass.
Information hotline: 610-967-2317
For more information, mail requests to:
Das Awkscht Fescht
P.O. Box 193
Macungie, PA 18062
info@awkscht.com

2016 Event was big!!
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Checker Cab Club Conventions 2017
The Illinois Railway Museum is the largest railroad
museum in the United States and is located in Union,
Illinois, 55 miles (89 km) northwest of Chicago.

August 18, 19 and 20th

Since 1957 the museum’s mission is to demonstrate
the vital role railroads have played in the growth of the
Chicago area as well as the United States as a whole.
There are over 450 pieces of prototype equipment in its
collection as well as numerous displays. Visitors may
ride on some of the museum's electric, steam and
diesel powered train

Roscoe,
Illinois

More detail to follow on the website
6

The 1956 Checker Model A8
Two models were introduced for 1956, The Checker
Model A8 Standard and the Models A8 Drivermatic
Special. The special was the higher end vehicle
equipped with power steering, a Borg Warner
automatic transmission and power brakes. The standard
was a bare bones taxi with manual brakes, steering and
transmission.
Both models were purpose built taxi with comparable
interior trimming from the previous Model A6. Both
vehicle could be equipped with an opening electric
rear window.
The body was totally new in 1956, the Checker now sported
sleeker slab-sided styling consistent with most US
automobiles designed in the early 50’s. US automotive
styling of the late 50’s trend toward lower and wider designs,
in order for Checker to comply with the New York ordinance
and still fit eight passengers, Checker had to buck the

buck the trend and offer a taller design that allowed
for chair like seating in a more upright manner.
Equipped with rear jump seats the new Checker
Model A8 could fit 8 passengers in the taxicab.
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In the end this design would
allow for a vehicle of 199.5
inches in length that rode on a
120 inch wheelbase. When
compared to the other new
entries: Ford, Chevy and
Plymouth in the taxicab market,
the new Checker Model A8 had
better hip room, legroom and
headroom for both passengers
and driver.
Again when compared to the
competition the Checker Model
A8 had a shorter turning radius,
shorter front and rear overhang
and superior “angle of departure”,
all metrics that are critical to city
driving.
The purpose built design gave
taxi
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buyer and opportunity to buy a far better cab that was far more competitive in the taxicab marketplace. So
competitive, this ultimate taxicab design would be the benchmark in the taxicab industry for the next twentyfive years.
The introduction of the Checker A8 in 1956 is where Checker makes a major shift in focus. Checker had
dabbled in the specialty car markets for many years. Various pleasure cars were produced in the post war
era: the A3, A5 and A7. With the introduction of the A8, Checker would expand beyond the Taxicab market.

With the launch of the Model A8 in 1956, Checker produced a brochure titled “Presenting the all new Checker
automobile”. The brochure’s cover depicts an artist rendition of a Checker sedan parked in front of a shopping
center. The contents of the brochure describe both the Checker Model A8 Standard and the Model A8 Driv-ermatic Special. The word “taxi” cannot be found anywhere in this brochure. This brochure is clearly designed
to sell the Checker as a passenger car to the general public.
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There is one significant difference between the
earlier post war brochures for the A3 where the
Checker is offered as a luxury car alternative in
1947, for 1956 it’s just the opposite. The A8 is
marketed as an economical and practical car, no
hint at luxury.

Checker Cab Manufacturing’s public relations team
scored big in 1957 with an article in the August
1957 issue of Consumer Reports. Consumer
Reports devotes four entire pages to the Checker
Drivermatic A8 Special. According to Consumer
Report the test vehicle is: “actually the Checker
taxicab in civilian clothes and, as such it can be
bought by any individual that wants
one”. Additionally, Consumer Reports goes on to
process as follows: “The car is not at present, sold to
say “Purchasing is in itself an interesting
buyers though retail outlets but through zone sales
procedure” of particular
organizations located at strategic points about the country.
The buyer who wants a Checker must contact one of
Note tires were an option!
these zone organizations, whereupon arrangements will
be made for a car to be demonstrated and an order form
Consumer Reports describes the purchasing
will be produced, if requested”.
103

Another major test article was published in the
late fifties. This time it was in the April 1958 issue
of Motor Trend Magazine. A three page test drive
of both the Model A8 Standard and Special,
this article discusses the current Checker lineup
and hints at the new Checker that will be available
in the very near future. It contradicts the
Consumer Reports article in that it says the
vehicles can only be purchased at the Kalamazoo
factory.

Checker for consumer sales was little more than a
modified version of the current A8. Biggest changes
were suggested to be the fenders.
Today, only a handful exist, but luckily the majority
have be restored.

The Motor Trend article is also interesting in that
writer William Carroll reports on his twenty minute
interview with Morris Markin. Mr. Carroll
acknowledged that he uncovered little information
of the new car that could be reported, but that a
smiling Mr. Markin was quoted as saying “Wait till
you see it, then you’ll be surprised”.
Mr. Carroll was able to interview key back office
personnel and ultimately determined that the new
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Chicago Taxicab Driver Strike of 1937
These unfortunate Checker Model Y’s
produced by Checker Cab Manufacturing of
Kalamazoo, Michigan between 1934 and
1939 have clearly suffered the wrath of
striking Chicago taxicab drivers. The strike
was against Checker and Yellow Cab of
Chicago, both firms were subsidiaries of
Checker Cab Manufacturing owned and
operated by Morris Markin. This would not
be the last time Markin had run in’s with
unions.
That headline photo was captioned as
follows: March 17, 1937 ONE MORE VICTIM
OF BOLD MARCHERS –
One of the many taxicabs which were tipped
over during the spectacular sweep of
violence. This car was seized on Randolph
near Clark street. ACME.
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Chicago cab drivers challenged their poor working conditions in 1937, 85 percent of taxi drivers maintained
a nineteen-day strike, seeking higher commissions on their fares. Midway through the strike, cab drivers
rioted in the Loop, beating up the $7-a-day strikebreakers, ejecting passengers from scab cabs and pulling
a mounted policeman off his horse and beating him. Thanks to Checker Cab Club members Bruce and
Marjorie Uhrich for securing several great photos! The majority of photo are from the ACME photo
syndicate.

Photo left; March 10, 1937 DOOR HANDLES REMOVED
TO AVERT TROUBLE – So that strikers could not jerk
open doors of cabs driven by strikebreakers and shout
“Your next” company officials ordered the handles
removed. The circles indicate where door handles should
be ACME
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March 8, 1937 CABS AREN’T SCARCE ALONG THIS STREET –
These cars remained idle today along the curb outside the Yellow
Cab Company’s Belmont garage. The union claimed that more
than 3,00 out of 5,500 drivers employed by the two companies,
Checker and Yellow are on strike. Acme

Violence still continues in Chicago's cab war. The luckless
driver of the above cab was serverely beaten and forced to
abandon his cab. Striking cab drivers who attacked him
poured gasoline over the car and set it aflame. All
negotiations for settlement of the stricke were canceled as a
result of riots by striking drivers in Chicago's loop today.
ACME 3-1710

Photo Left, Chicago Cab Drivers Strike. An unheralded
strike of drivers of the two large Chicago taxi companies,
The Yellow and Checker, tied up an estimated 600 cabs on
the first day, as leaders continued their efforts to induce
other drivers to strike. The men are not at present
unionized, but the leaders are attempted to bring the rival
drivers together into one unon. The above photo shows
stikers stopping a cab driver to induce him to join them 3-537 ACME

CCC Member Checkers !

Garry Michaels, Oregon

Michael Pincus, New York

Advertisement

Andy Taylor Mo. & Stephen Disbrowe UK

Victor Coiro New York

16

In 1942, Lasker sold Lord & Thomas to its three
top managers, Emerson H. Foote in New York
City, Fairfax Cone in Chicago, and Don Belding
in California, who renamed it Foote Cone &
Belding.

Proposal for International
Harvester to Merge with Checker!
Founded as Lord & Thomas in Chicago in 1873, Foote,
Cone & Belding (known today as FCB) is the world’s thirdoldest advertising agency. Albert Lasker, known as the
“father of modern advertising”, made Chicago his base from
1898-1942.
As head of the Lord & Thomas agency, Lasker devised a
copywriting technique that appealed directly to the
psychology of the consumer. Campaigns created for Lucky
Strikes, Palmolive Soap, Pepsodent, and Kotex
revolutionized the advertising industry but also significantly
changed how products were marketed to women.

Why are we discussing advertising
agencies? Deep in the Checker Cab Club
archive, we have a very interesting
document. It’s a 1964 letter penned by Robert H.
Eppler Vice President for Foote Cone & Belding
addressed to W. O. Maxwell of International
Harvester Company, the subject: The acquisition
of Checker Motors Corporation.

Today known as Navistar International the company
was created via the merger of McCormick Harvesting
Machine Company and the Deering Harvester
Company in 1902 resulting in the formation of the
International Harvester Company (IH) of Chicago,
Illinois.
Over the next three-quarters of a century this
company would evolve into a diversified manufacturer
of farming & construction equipment, gas turbines,
trucks, buses, and related components.
The letter and it’s research is compelling and
frank. Eppler states “What I am proposing is the IH
buys Checker Motors Corporation of Kalamazoo,
Michigan”. Eppler made six compelling arguments of
potential tie-ins for both manufacturers.
1. Many parts including major sub-assemblies could
be common to the Springfield line of International
trucks.

Introduction of the Checker to rural markets could have
leveraged new markets

2. From a marketing viewpoint, International
Harvester and Checker might work well together
in the sense of fleet sales operations
3. Having a large share of taxicabs carrying the
IH emblem could provide invaluable publicity
and unusual visibility for International
Harvester’s products among the general public.
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4. With International Harvester’s large rural dealer
population, this highly practical passenger car line with
local parts and service might be offered to rural families
for the first time.
5. Ultimately the many common sheet metal and
mechanical parts which could result from a merger or
purchase could improve the volume and profits of the
Springfield truck line.
6. The core of existing Checker dealers could handle the
light truck line profitability and help increase market
penetration in this competitive arena particularly in urban
areas where the division now must battle Chevrolet, Ford
and Dodge dealerships.
In the 1960s International Harvester was in the process of
expanding its truck line and its production facilities. At the
time of the writing of this letter the IH truck division was
building a new and modern plant in Springfield, Ohio. IH
was in a healthy financial position, 1965 sales for IH truck
exceeded $1 billion in revenue.

FCB presented synergies for the Springfield line of truck
tied in with Checker

The Springfield line was an internal corporate
name referring to the publically named S Line of
medium sized trucks. First introduced in
1955, like the Checker it would have a long
production run with light modifications to its
appearance until being replaced by the 1100 line
in 1969.
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The six arguments are compelling, combining two
companies together that operated in two different
markets: rural versus urban made a lot of sense.
Additionally the idea of rationalizing parts and subassemblies are concepts embraced today in the
21st century globally. Our friend Andy Taylor this
week pointed out the common IH parts such as the
IH Scout parking light lenses.

The FCB assessment also presents the Checker
versus Chrysler Corp litigation that was ongoing in
1964. Checker claimed 45 million in damages,
charging that Chrysler was in essence dumping
taxi’s in the market at lower than market prices
subsidized by retail automobile sales. They also
charged that Chrysler was offering trade-in values
higher than market and were promoting the notion
that Checker was going to soon discontinue taxicab
production. To add insult to injury, Checker
charged that Chrysler had done this after they were
aware of Checkers intent to purchase Chrysler

The merger could have combined rural IH dealers with
Checker urban dealer network

components and that Checker’s expansion plans
were to increase production to 24,000 units a
year. Assuming triple damages, Checker
envisioned 625 million in funds to be deposited
on the left side of the balance sheet.0
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Clearly this merger never happened. Had it happened, would it
have been successful, it’s hard to say, but it is interesting to note
that IH would ultimately lose its battle to the big three in the
pickup truck market. IH discontinuing the entire fullsize pickup
truck line in 1975. Additionally, Checker would end automobile
production in 1982. Perhaps the merger of the two companies
would have been comparable to the Studebaker and Packard
merger of 1954 once described as being comparable to “two
drunks helping each other cross the street”.

This 1964 Checker ad slams the 64 Chrysler
Corp Offering

The other big question is who really created this idea? Did it
originate from Robert Eppler at PCB or did it originate with
Checker’s CEO Morris Markin? A significant amount of content in
the proposal is clearly from Checker promotional material. Did
Markin use Eppler as a Chicago based middleman to reach out
to IH? Realistically, for Markin it could have been a good time to
cash out?
Markin may have seen the writing on the wall. Checker would
ultimately lose the litigation with Chrysler. Chrysler would
continue to expand in Checker’s only dominant market. Checker
sales had already started to decline from the highpoint of
approximately 8000 units.
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in 1962. Reviewing Checker production
metrics, its very clear that the
expansion into the retail market in 1960
had not significantly increase Checker
production trends, maybe it was time to
collect all the chips on the table and
bow out of the automotive game of
poker?
Both companies would move on into the
21st century, so in the big picture it’s
hard to pin a decision from 1964 to
having any impact on Checker’s or IH’s
ultimate survival. That said one must
wonder what possibilities existed had
the transaction actually taken place?
If you would like to see the entire PCB
assessment just click on the Facebook
link to join the Checker Cab Club and
you’ll find the document in the
Facebook group files tab.

The last medium sized IH produced truck would mark the end of competition
with Ford, Chevy and Dodge
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Checker And The Dodge C-series Truck Cab
Dodge first introduced the LCF model, also referred to as the C-series in
1960. Production continued through 1975 when Dodge quit production of
the big trucks. The C- series truck cabs were first introduced on the Dodge,
Fargo, Plymouth and DeSoto C series pickups in 1955. Post 1962 Dodge
pickups used a new D100 series cab and the C-series was relegated to big
trucks.

The truck cabs on all Dodge
LCF models are roomy and
sturdy, reinforced to take the
hardest knocks. They’re built
of heavy-gauge steel and
box-section beams and ride
on rubber-insulated mounts
that snuff out noise and
vibration. The under panel
sills also used heavy gauge
still. Arc welding was used
extensively to increase
strength and rigidity. The
cabs also used extra metal
reinforcing at the door lock
pillar to insure true alignment
of the doors.
Who made these truck cabs
for Dodge for the
LCF? Checker of course.
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According to former plant manager John
Logan production was run along with
Checker automobiles “believe it or not, the
cab was run down the Checker line 2 on a
dolly in pairs. Welded in the body
shop, run upstairs and painted in the
paint shop. Of course every pair were
painted the same color. The next pair, with
4 or 5 Checkers between were usually a
different color”.

Checker took on production of the cabs for Chrysler
Corporation in the early sixties and continued to produce the
truck cabs through the 1970’s. It’s highly likely that Checker
production started around 1962 allowing Chrysler to free up
plant production capacity for the new D100 pickup cabs
bodies. Since a lower number of cab production would be
required for the C-series cab, the math clearly worked to
outsource to Checker.

In addition to Dodge, FWD also used the
same Chrysler designed cab. The Four
Wheel Drive Auto Company, more often
known as Four Wheel Drive (FWD), was a
pioneering American company that
developed and produced all-wheel
drive vehicles. It was founded in 1909
in Clintonville, Wisconsin, as the Badger
Four-Wheel Drive Auto Company by Otto
Zachow and William Besserdich.
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Above Massive FWD Cement Mixer
with Checker built body

Left FWD promotional photo of Cseries equipped tractor
A small specialty truck manufacturer, by the late twentieth century, FWD typically sourced truck cabs from
International, Ford and Dodge. As the photographic evidence indicates FWD also used the Checker
produced Dodge truck cabs. This writer can recall seeing several Chicagoland area cement companies
operating FWD cement mixers utilizing Checker/Dodge truck cabs well into the twentyfirst century. One can
assume, just like the Checker Marathon, the Checker C-series truck cabs were equally tough.
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Classifieds Ads: Current For Sale Feb 25th 2017

Never a taxi, new paint, no rust, runs great, second owner.
Needs hood replacement, interior needs reupholstering
1974 Checker 11A-E 9 Passenger 11,950.00
(301) 440-6963

1968 Checker Station Wagon, 350 chevy engine,
automatic, runs good, no rust, interior very good, drives
well. we have listed this car for a business assoc.
please call Larry with any question at
Arundel, Maine
207-590-6170

Classifieds Ads: Current For Sale Feb 25th 2017

1976 Marathon Checker Cab - $7500 (St.Augustine.
Beach)
zEmail: pm8s-5980578417@sale.craigslist.org
1976 Marathon Checker Cab, 4 door sedan , runs good , rebuilt Chevy 350 engine
40 K on engine, 30 k on rebuilt auto transmission. A classic automobile fun to
drive," they don't make me like this anymore" definitely an eye catcher. It sleeps in
the garage at night ,once owned by the Vice President of marathon .
I need to downsize a bit is the reason I'm selling it,and would like to pass the fun on
to a good home.

“One of 13 such models made in 1982, the final year of production in Kalamazoo,
MIDark Green with full black vinyl roof and opera windowsBlack vinyl and velour
interiorOriginal GM 267 CID V-8 engineTurbo Hydramatic 400 three-speed
automatic transmission and 2.72 rear endDual Frostemp air-conditioningFloormounted auxiliary heater under driver’s seatNew in 2013, paint, vinyl roof, radiator,
electric radiator fan, exhaust, power front disc brakes, rocker and quarter panels,
hood, battery, radial tires and cruise controlNear rear brakes in 2016Pioneer
AM/FM stereo with CD playerDocumentation includes original Checker Motor
Corporation build sheet” Best OFFER

636-600-4600

Classifieds Ads: Parts from our Facebook friends
officially available and less $ than originally anticipated! Set
of 6 $20, second sets $12, individual $4. All free shipping.
PM me I take Matt Thomas in the Facebook Checker Cab
Club
PayPal paypal.me/MThomas773 personal check, coins, and
gold.

Bill Beurkens has decals for sale. I had these made for
vehicles made by the Checker Motors Corporation, a
now defunct company. These are the same exact size
and shape as the original chromed pot metal badges.
$5 for CHECKER and $8 for the CHECKER Marathon.
Shipped FREE. These come on application tape to help
you install them in alignment.
Available in silver, black, chrome-look (I have these on
my car)
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Checker aficionados Ben Merkel and Joe Fay give us the low-down on the historic
models and many of its limousine and private car variants, in the USA and in other
parts of the world. Checker - the All-American Taxi features: The background history of
the company on-street pictures of Checker cabs in service across the USA and overseas.
Pictures of rare limousine, Aerobus, private and medical versions. The Galva projects new generation Checker models that were never put into production Fully informative
captions. Short Description. Nothing portrays the American taxicab like the classic
Checker. Even though it has been out of service for many years, it is still in demand by
film and TV programme makers. This richly-illustrated book focusses on the history of
the most famous models, the A-8 to the A-11 and many of its limousine and private car
variants. Illustrated with archive shots, posed photographs and on-street images.

Available at http://www.earlswoodpress.co.uk/

End Photo
Advertisement

9331 Johnell Road
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818-999-1485
sales@checkerparts.com

The largest supplier of NOS,
Reproduction and Used Checker Parts
Specializing in Checker Taxi, Marathon,
Superba and Aerobus
7/18/65 Cab driver Tomed Giles age 61, a Yellow
Cab driver for five years rolls the first cab onto
the street at 1734 South Indiana as 6000 striking
Yellow Cab and Checker Cab employees return
to work Sunday after the end of a 22 day taxi
strike. Chicago Sun Times Photo by Ralph
Arvidso

