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GREETINGS FROM THE 

 EDITOR  August, 2016 

 As expected, convention coverage is included, 

mostly on pages 11 - 13, but also the back cover.  Details 

of a planned fall meet in New England can be found on 

page 4.  Six Checkers were invited to the Eyes on Design 

show; see page 5. 

 On page 6 we start a new Taxi Tales series by 

George Laszlo.  Page 8 has a true life story about why 

carry a fire extinguisher.  Lots of repair info this issue.  

Pages 9 - 11 walk you through replacement of upper A 

frame bushings.  Page 15 covers replacing a headlight 

switch while page 16 describes improved dash lighting.   

 Thanks to everyone who send in articles and 

photos; you make my job easier.  This is your newsletter 

about your experiences and we want to run your stories.  

 Ideally, submissions will be in electronic format,  

although we also accept hard copy by mail.  Photos 

should be original or properly credited.  All electronic 

submissions should be sent to:   

 jweinhoeft@checkercarclub.org 

 We improve by comments from our readers.  

Tell us what you like and don’t like.  My contact infor-

mation is listed in the left column.   

 Thank you …   John Weinhoeft 

 Above: my 81 Checker may not have made it to 

Hershey this year, but the license plate frame did!  The 

81 was at the AACA back in 2014 on the way to NYC. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
by Gary Lohsen 

 Greetings to all Checker Car Lovers 

 I have the pleasure of accepting the position of 

President of this fine car club.  As I take over, I look 

forward to carrying on with the traditions of preserving 

and promoting our historical cars.  I also want to help 

support our members with the information needed to 

maintain and restore our vehicles. 

 I certainly have some big shoes to fill!  The 

Presidents that have come before me have developed a 

solid, well run organization.  The club’s finances are 

solid and our social media presence is expanding.  We 

have some cards we can hand out to people who stop 

to ask questions, and we have QR codes we can apply 

for people to scan when we are not at our cars.   

 I have only been a member for 8 years and the 

knowledge I possess about Checker cars and their his-

tory is limited compared to the vast number of mem-

bers who have been in the club for these many years.  

Some of our members have Checker in their blood and 

I wouldn’t mind them transfusing a pint or two.  

Knowing this, I have to learn as much as I can, as 

quick as I can, in order for me to fill those big, well pol-

ished shoes.   

 We just finished our annual car club conven-

tion in Hershey, Pennsylvania.  I must say it was a 

very well organized and well run event.  Many thanks 

to Ed Fox, his family, and other committee members 

for all they did to make it a success!  One of the high-

lights of the convention was a great hospitality room 

where our Check-In was handled with ease.  The ac-

tivities were well planned for a diverse group of atten-

dees.  I personally appreciated that the events were 

planned so as not to be hurried between one event and 

another. 

 As usual, the Thursday afternoon “Parking Lot 

Meet and Greet” was the place to be.  As always, the 

main attraction is the arrival of both familiar faces and 

new, never before seen, Checkers.  Old friends ex-

changed war stories and their adventures of getting to 

Hershey.  Since a “Checker owner is never alone”, new 

friendships are readily made, at many places.  In our 

club, new friends quickly became old friends in time 

for next year’s convention.  For those checking in early 

on Thursday, a tour of the Hershey Story Museum in 

the afternoon proved interesting, especially for those 

with a taste for chocolate.  After a dinner on our own 

with friends, the “Meet and Greet” resumed in the 

parking lot until the wee hours. 

 On Friday morning, we met the latecomers for 

breakfast.  The hotel did a great job with the variety 

and volume of breakfast foods.  There was something 

for everyone, and some had everything!  The club then 

motored to York, Pennsylvania for a tour of the Harley 

Davidson Motor Cycle assembly plant.  Production 

was on hold as the new model year change-over was 

being conducted, but we still had a lot to see.  We saw 

how the fenders and tanks were stamped and the frame 

was assembled.  Engines, manufactured in Wisconsin, 

are added and tested in this facility.  We learned a few 

surprises related to the importance of cleanliness in the 

paint process.  Painters are restricted to wearing non-

woven uniforms and have to avoid eating certain foods 

lest fibers and greasy fingers ruin a seven stage painting 

process.  Best of all for many of us, was seeing a static 

display of current production models in the display 

area.  You could read about all of the steps of assem-

bling a motor cycle and then turn to sit on your favorite 

HOG.  And yes, Harley Davidson can paint your mo-

torcycle to match your Checker! 

 After lunch on Friday, a large group of mem-

bers went on a tour of the Pennsylvania State House.  I 

did not attend, but was told it was interesting and infor-

mative.  The pictures on our website show an awesome 

interior design. 

 Saturday morning is always dedicated to our 

annual Board of Directors meeting.  The members 

elected three new Board members and I was confirmed 

as the new President to guide our club for the next four 

years.  As usual, we had a lively Board meeting.  We 
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spent a great deal of time discussing how best to lever-

age our outstanding CheckerWorld.org web site and 

our Facebook page.  We saw how the information on 

our members and our cars is used to populate our web 

site’s map.  We discussed the considerable effort being 

put forth to scrub our membership rolls and to ensure 

we have the most accurate information available to all. 

 Saturday afternoon was our chance to show off 

our cars at the Antique Automobile Club of America 

museum.  This event is always well received by the 

public.  You can always bet you will hear a stranger say 

“I remember when ______” as it relates to our Check-

ers.  We had a non-affiliated Checker or two show up 

at the afternoon car display.  We invited owners to join 

the club and attend our next show at Kalamazoo.  In 

touring the AACA museum, we saw a great display of 

unique cars, including the largest collection of Tucker 

cars in the world.  Some of us were surprised to see a 

Checker Bus in the club’s well regarded bus collection!  

It may be the only one remaining in existence.  We 

were very pleased to have been invited to participate in 

their display and education efforts.   

 After resting a bit, we headed on to the magnifi-

cent Moorish Zembo Shrine in downtown Harrisburg 

for our annual banquet. The food was provided by a 

local Amish family and included a rich Shoo-Fly Pie 

for dessert.  Plenty of food, and good times, were had 

by all.  The awards were presented by Jim Garrison, 

our outgoing President, with Ben Merkel receiving a 

lifetime contribution award from the Club.  We closed 

with the Silent Auction, successfully adding to our 

club’s coffers. 

 Sundays always dawn as a somewhat sad day 

as the convention winds down.  We lingered at break-

fast and some attended additional web page and social 

media training in the hospitality suite.  As we formed 

informal car pools to help each other get back to our 

homes, we took comfort in knowing the next conven-

tion is in Kalamazoo, the home of Checker Motors 

Corporation, July 13, 14, and 15 2017.   

 

See you there! 

 

Right: Gary in 

the checkered 

shirt at AACA 

New England Checker Meet 

- October 22, 2016 
 

 Mark your calendar! 

 

 The next Checker get-together will be outside 

Boston at the Larz Anderson Car Museum on October 

22, 2016. 

 What could be more appropriate than the 

"Extinct Car Day" to show off our Checkers at this 

annual event? 

 While others are busy looking at your Checker 

outside, you can go inside to look at the fantastic car 

collection put together by Larz Anderson starting in 

the 1890's. 

 Sponsored by the Checker Car Club of Amer-

ica, this Checker Meet will give you the chance to see 

not just the cars we love and live in the north-eastern 

United States but lots of other car makes that are no 

longer being built. 

 To register, go to the Larz Anderson Car Mu-

seum web site linked here and sign up for $20. As an 

incentive for you to come to this meet, the Checker 

Car Club will rebate $10 of the registration fee when 

you arrive at the event.  But, you must register by Oc-

tober 1st to get this rebate and allow us to plan the 

lawn area reserved for our Checkers! 

  We look forward to seeing you and 

your Checker at this meet. 
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The Eyes on Design Sees 

Checkers   by  Jim Garrison 

 On June 19, 2016, the prestigious Eyes on De-

sign show in Detroit, Michigan, featured some of the 

cars of Kalamazoo, and of course, Checker played a 

major role.  Every year this very special show, held on 

the grounds of the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House in 

Grosse Pointe Shores, brings together some of Amer-

ica’s most impressive classic and antique vehicles.   

This show is ranked as one of the twenty best car shows 

in North America.  It is done for the benefit of the De-

troit Institute of Ophthalmology, which serves to pro-

mote research on vision related disorders, and provides 

care for individuals affected by visual disorders.   

 Six Checkers, along with three other vehicles, 

helped represent Kalamazoo.  The Checkers were: a 

1936 Model Y (above) brought by the Gilmore Car Mu-

seum, a 1958 A8 (below) brought in by Doug Klauk, a 

1969 Medicar (above, right) shown by Jim Hope, a 

1971 Aerobus (center, right) brought in by the ACD 

Museum, a 1980 Checker Winkhoff shown by myself, 

and a 1982 Marathon displayed by Byron Babbish.   

The three other Kalamazoo cars were a 1903 Michi-

gan, a 1921 Roamer Roadster, and a 1921 Roamer 

Cabriolet, all brought in by the Gilmore Car Museum.   

It was a very proud showing.   

 Checkers seem to get a lot of positive attention 

wherever they go, and this show proved that true 

again.  All of the Checkers had admirers looking, tak-

ing pictures and asking questions all day long.   

Though among them all, there was a special hit.  The 

big, yellow, 8-door, Checker Aerobus was like a mag-

net that drew car enthusiasts from every direction.   

Many viewers sat in it for pictures, with smiles of de-

light as if they had just found a piece of classic car 

heaven.   This, despite the fact that the weather that 

day was hotter than the hinterlands of Halifax.   

 All of our American automotive history is in-

teresting.  The vehicles and the story of Checker Mo-

tors are as engaging as any.  Checker is gaining notori-

ety in classic car circles everywhere.  We in the 

CCCoA, and all Checker enthusiasts, help to promote 

awareness by driving and showing our cars, and by 

addressing the many questions of others who admire 

them.  Show and tell, with pride.     
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Taxi Tales #1: The Taxi 

Driver of San Cristobal 
 Copyright 2015 by Kiki Suarez, used with permission 

Edited by George Laszlo 

 

 Editors Note: Kiki Suarez is an artist, story 

teller and psychoanalyst who lives in San Cristobal, 

Mexico.  This city of about 200,000 inhabitants is in the 

southern Chiapas part of the country and fairly close to 

Guatemala.  Born in Germany, Kiki has lived in Mex-

ico for over 40 years.  I was lucky to find her on the 

Internet while searching for Checker cars outside of the 

USA.  This story will be the first of many in a series 

called "Taxi Tales." 

 

 When I arrived in San Cristobal in 1977, some 

25,000 people lived here and five taxis provided them 

service.  Each was a huge American car from the fifties.  

Like cruise ships at a pier, they rested at the zocalo, the 

town’s central market.  Their drivers sat as royalty in-

side the lovingly polished antiques, patiently waiting for 

customers.  They were a tight group, the drivers, a sin-

dicato.  No one else had a chance to become a driver. 

San Cristobal Street Scene with Taxis  

(Photo Source Unknown)] 

 

 The king of the outfit was Don Enrique.  He 

was quite fat, very talkative and in his fifties.  He drove 

me several times and during the trips he told me the 

most amazing stories.  He said he was a healer and 

claimed to have cured locals from cancer.  He had also 

seen space ships land between San Cristobal and the 

Maya village of Tenejapa.  I very much wanted to ask 

him details of the aliens’ craft, but then suddenly, Don 

Enrique died of cancer. 

 Our little town kept growing.  During the Za-

patista uprising, thousands of Maya Indians left their 

conflictive communities and came to live and find a 

new life in San Cristobal.  With the move to a city 

they sought alternatives to tending milpa, cornfields, 

or to being poorly paid masons or poorly trained gar-

deners.  Many had the same dream: to be a taxi 

driver!  

 Nissans had become available and were cheap. 

The dealerships offered easy credit.  An exploding 

population with insufficient public transportation was 

about to be served.  Like magic mushrooms growing 

on cow dung in the raining season, a hugely expanded 

taxi system seemed to appear overnight.  The govern-

ment, scared by the social upheaval in the surrounding 

countryside, wanted to forestall any possible aggres-

sion from the emigrants and produced taxi licenses as 

fast as they were requested.  The sindicato of five was 

no match for the force of hundreds of new taxis. 

 Today our town is no longer little.  There are 

200,000 inhabitants served by 2,000 taxis.  Willing 

drivers will take passengers wherever they wish to go.  

More people and more vehicles, of course, have pro-

duced slow, often jammed, traffic in the old narrow 

streets of downtown, but there is always a taxi on 

hand when needed.  There is a lot of competition; 

taxis are cheap.  Two US dollars will take me from my 

office the seven kilometers [about 4.2 miles] to my 

home.  

 The thrill of driving continues.  Ask any little 

boy on the street what he wants to be when he grows 

up and two out of three will answer with great enthusi-

asm, “A taxi driver!” 

 The other day an older driver picked me up at 

my office.  He asked about my work.  I explained what 

a psychotherapist does.  I continued on how it can be 

difficult to grow into a loving human being if we were 

treated harshly or cruelly in childhood. 

 ”No,” he contradicted.  “I don’t believe a bad 

childhood guarantees one will become a criminal.  I 

am a Maya Indian from the Tzotzil community of Zi-

nacantan.  My father was absolutely terrible.  He beat 

us every single day.  We feared he would kill our 
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mother or one of us during a rage.  When I was just 

eight, I ran away from home. I came to San Cristobal, a 

long distance for a little boy.  No one came after me.  I 

met a mason asked him to take me in as an apprentice.  

I must have touched the his heart.  He agreed and took 

me home with him.  He taught me, fed me and gave me 

a bed.  I was happier than ever before in my life.  Then 

he got a job in Tuxtla and took me with him.  I worked 

hard and grew into a teenager.  In Indian communities 

there are no teenagers.  There you begin working, hard, 

as a child.  At 14 you are expected to marry.”  

 He went on. “In Tuxtla, I met another master 

mason and switched my apprenticeship to him.  He 

also gave me a place in his family and home. I  traveled 

and worked in nearly every Mexican state with this 

man.  I got to know the country.  I became a master 

mason myself.  Twenty years later I finally returned to 

Chiapas and San Cristobal.  I went to see my family in 

Zinacantan.  They were all still alive.  My father was 

old and was drinking less.  Apparently his conscience 

bothered him about how I had been raised.  He wanted 

to make things better between us and offered me a piece 

of land in the community. I  didn’t want to return to 

Zinacantan, though.  I did not want that land.  I had 

met my wife in San Cristobal and wished to continue 

living here.” 

 “I am still with my wife.  Our two children are 

grown, both studying at university.  I earned enough 

money as a mason to buy this taxi.  I truly enjoy earn-

ing a living as a driver. I t’s much easier than being a 

mason.  I’m getting older and need easier work.  I need 

to be warm.  I am happy, you know.  I love my wife. I 

am proud of my kids.  I love my taxi, I’m as content as 

I can be.” 

 We still have some way to go to my house.  The 

driver asks me, “Do you still have your car in the work-

shop?”  I had told him that my son had crashed my car 

a few weeks before. 

 “No,” I answer. “My car is fixed, but I sold it.  

I have an eye illness and can’t see well enough anymore 

to drive.” 

 The driver is moved.  I sense he wants to tell me 

something consoling, but apparently nothing occurs to 

him.  Then he asks, “Do you know Don Luz, Mr. 

Light?” 

 I nod. Of course, I know Don Luz.  Luz, light, 

is quite a common name for men as well as women 

here in Mexico.  The Don Luz he refers to is memora-

ble, though, because although named Luz, he was 

born blind.  I don’t know if his parents named him 

Luz out of ignorance or out of hope for a miracle. 

Above: Trees turning grey and dirty by Kiki Suarez 

 Shortly after I arrived in San Cristobal in 1977, 

one of Don Luz' many daughters invited us to her 

mother’s birthday party.  Don Luz and his wife had 

twelve children; it was a huge family party.  At the 

party Don Luz sang love songs to his wife.  He had a 

remarkable voice.  Back then he was the number one 

crooner in town.  In those days, and even now, if a 

young man in San Cristobal was in love with a girl, he 

would serenade the girl in front of her house.  But as 

not all men sing well, some would rent singers for their 

love serenatas.  Don Luz was the most popular and he 

made his living this way.  His divine voice not only 

brought him money, it also won him the hearts of 

many women.  

 Don Luz was a true heartbreaker.  Shortly af-

ter attending his birthday party, I learned Don Luz’ 

family was even larger.  He had, in fact, three wives, 

each with a similar number of offspring! 
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 I had not seen him for many years.  “Is Don 

Luz still alive?” I ask my driver. 

 “Yes!” the driver says.  “He doesn’t sing as 

much anymore, but he does still sing.  He must be in 

his mid – seventies.  Do you know, Doña Kiki, that 

Don Luz has three families and more than thirty chil-

dren?  He must have over one hundred grandchildren 

by now!” 

 I nod and the driver continues, “I often drive 

Don Luz, I guess from one of his families to the other.  

The last time I drove him, I asked how he ended up 

with so many children.  Do you know what he an-

swered?” 

 I shake my head no.  I am very curious now. 

 “He answered me, ‘I have so many children 

because I am blind.  I cannot see what I am doing!’ “ 

 
 "Here is a picture for you.  It's me putting out the 
fire in the brake drum.  It was a small fire due to the hot 
bearing igniting the grease that was dripping out.  I believe it 
was John Weinhoeft that I heard years ago saying that every 
Checker tool box should include a fire extinguisher.  As you 
can see I took that to heart and I’m glad I did.  We were 
very fortunate that it happened less that 5 miles from home 
after a 1,022 mile round trip.  After it happened that night 
all I could think about was all of the places it could have 
happened … like in one of the tunnels on I-76!!"  

 

 Editors Note:  I recommend, at minimum, a B/C 
(flammable liquid / electrical) rated extinguisher.  And I 
keep mine under the front car seat on the passenger side, 
secured with a Velcro strip (see photos below).  Personal 
experience with a dash wiring fire has shown it can be 
quickly accessed.   

 

 At $25 for the extinguisher and $25 or less for the 
Velcro, it could be the best insurance you ever buy.  And 
don’t forget to check the charge every year. 

Why Carry a Fire Extin-

guisher?    by George Laszlo 
 

 Each year we give a Hard Luck award to someone 
who runs into a serious problem on the way to or at the an-
nual Checker convention.  This year, the award went to Jim 
Garrison for a tire blowout on the highway.  The truly 
unlucky guy, however, was Rick Lucius who experienced a 
small fire on his way home from Hershey.  His story: 
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Upper Control Arm Bushing 

Replacement  by George Laszlo & Tom 

Robinson  Copyright 2016 - Checker Car Club of America    

 

 A bushing on a car is a lining that provides a 

cushion between two metal parts. As could be ex-

pected, bushings will wear down or out based on the 

number of miles driven and the varying road conditions 

that the steering mechanism has to accommodate. 

  In my case, a recent visit to my mechanic* re-

vealed that the front left upper control arm bushings 

had worn down considerably. Among other issues, the 

worn bushings made it impossible for the front wheels 

and tires to stay in alignment. This led to improper 

wear on the front left tire, essentially destroying it in the 

process. 

 Removing the upper control arm A-frame re-

vealed the extent to which the front and rear bushings 

had been damaged. 

 Removing and replacing the bushings** re-

quires that the upper control arm be removed entirely 

from the car. 

 WARNING: Because the steering mechanism in-

cludes a heavy spring under tremendous pressure, the 

removal of the A-frame must be done with safety in mind. 

Extreme caution is advised and service manual procedures 

should be followed. The lower control arm and spring needs 

to be compressed and adequately supported during the whole 

disassembly and reassembly process otherwise bodily injury 

or death can occur!   

 Upon disassembly it's important to take note of 

the alignment shims (spacers) behind the A-frame 

shaft held in place by the two large bolts. These adjust-

ment shims control the camber + caster angles for 

front end alignment. There are most likely a different 

number of shims of different thicknesses on each bolt 

so it's important to keep them separate and marked for 

reassembly.  

 The upper control arm A-frame is held in place 

by the ball joint stud, nut, cotter pin and two control 

arm bolts. Once these are removed and the A-frame 

pulled out, it is fairly easy to work on the bushings. In 

the following photo, you can see the A-frame mounted 

in a vice showing the two new bushings al-

ready installed.  

 Editors Note: As an alternative, you can choose to 
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leave the ball joint attached to   the steering knuckle and in-

stead remove the ball joint from the A-frame by removing the 

three attaching bolts. It’s six of one, half dozen of the other, 

although lining up the three bolts can be a hassle. 

 Since the A-frame is already out, it is a good 

idea to check the condition of the ball joint and its 

dust boot. This boot seals moisture out and holds 

grease to lubricate the ball joint. If care is not taken 

with the dust boot while the A-frame is being removed, 

it is likely that it will be cut/destroyed in the process. If 

reinstalled in a damaged condition it will allow mois-

ture and road debris to enter the ball joint and acceler-

ate wear.  If the boot is damaged, you will need to have 

a new boot available (or a new replacement ball joint 

which includes the boot) so as not to slow down the 

repair.  

 In the above photo, you will see the gasket was 

not damaged in the A-frame removal process. 

 In this case, the joint parts just need to be 

cleaned and the joint repacked (i.e. greased).   

 At this point, the A-frame just needs to be put 

back onto the steering assembly. The crucial step in 

this process is to make sure that the (male) ball joint 

stem is properly seated in the (female) steering 

knuckle. Both of these are tapered to allow for a very 

tight fit. The secret here is to use the proper number of 

spacers behind the two mounting bolts on the car (see 

above).  

 Editors Note: Torqueing the tapered ball joint bolt to 

proper specs should cause it to completely seat. 

 Since the steering knuckle pivots on the lower 

ball joint while the upper ball joint is disconnected, 

you'll need to align the steering knuckle into position 

to install the upper ball joint stud.  

 The last step is to tighten all the bolts (to 

manufacturer specifications) using a torque wrench 

and then put back the cotter pin to prevent the ball 

joint from coming loose.  

 Since all of these steps tend to alter the ride, it's 

a good idea to have the car realigned.  

 

 Editors Note: If your shop of choice only has one of 

the new digital alignment machines, have them select a 1957 

Chevy to get the proper ride height, then manually override 

all the other specs to match the Checker specs, and save it. 

 

* Tom Robinson - Sundown Transmissions and Auto Re-

pair, La Anna PA - (570) 676-0313  

www.sundowntransmissions.com 

 

** - New bushings were obtained from Joe Pollard of Checker 
Auto Parts, Chatsworth CA - 818-999-1485 - 
www.checkerparts.com 
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2016 Convention by George Laszlo 

 The 2016 Checker Convention in Hershey, 

Pennsylvania was a big success with close to 80 people 

attending and over 30 Checkers registered. 

 Thursday gave us the opportunity to get ac-

quainted or reacquainted and enjoy a visit to the Her-

shey Story Museum followed by a dinner at Your Place 

restaurant. 

 With more people and cars arriving on Friday, 

a long procession of Checkers brought us to the Harley-

Davidson plant where groups of 10 were given in-depth 

tours of the facility.  Later that day, a large group of 

people drove to downtown Harrisburg for a guided tour 

of the State Capitol.  This was a big hit with everyone.  

Later, a large number of people spent time in the hotel 

parking lot having friendly discussions and admiring 

the Checker cars parked there. 

 A lively Board meeting on Saturday morning 

was followed by the public Checker car show at the An-

tique Automobile Club of America Museum.  This and 

the food from the Pork Bun truck was a hit with mem-

bers and visitors alike. 

 Saturday night brought us to the magnificent 

Moorish Zembo Shrine in downtown Harrisburg for 

our annual banquet.  The food was provided by a local 

Amish family and included a rich Shoo-Fly Pie for des-

sert.  Among others, Ben Merkel received a lifetime 

contribution award from the Club. 

 Hats off to Ed Fox for pulling off a fantastic 

convention! 

 

 Editor’s note: Convention photos by Ed Fox or 
George Laszlo.  A sample is included here.  To see all 
the photos, go to CheckerWorld.org  

A Note of Appreciation 
By  Jim Garrison 

  

 Putting on a car show is a pretty big job.  To 
do it right, there need to be good accommodations, 
interesting events to participate in, and a nice banquet.  
But there is so much more.  There are endless details 
to attend to for so many small things, from the “goody 
bags” when members arrive, to the schedule we fol-
low, the T-shirts and dash plaques, to making sure that 
all the loose ends are tied up when the show is done. 

  Ed and Maren Fox did an outstanding 
job of putting together a terrific show.  Everyone who 
attended had a good time.  We are all grateful to Ed 
and Maren.  This is what helps to make the Checker 
Car Club of America the best club a Checker owner 
could hope to belong to. 

   Next year we will hold our convention in 
Kalamazoo, MI, the home of Checker cars.  With as 
great as the last several Checker conventions have 
been, most notably the recent Hershey show, we in 
Kazoo will have a hard act to follow.  We will do our 
best.  Hoping to see you all next year.  Keep them run-
ning, drive them with pride. 

Above: George Laszlo on right at AACA Car Corral 
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 A Sweet Time in Hershey 

CheckerCon 2016 Wrap-Up 
By Ed Fox and John Weinhoeft 

 

 The sun has set on another wonderful Checker-

Con.  It was great to see everyone again.  Maren and I 

were so glad to have the chance to host the club in Her-

shey, PA.  It was a lot of work to plan everything and 

get everything together, but it made us really happy to 

know that those who came out had a great time. 

 Overall, we had about 85 club members and 

family in attendance, and approximately 30 Checkers.  

It was great to see all of those Checkers on the roads of 

Harrisburg and Hershey for the weekend.  People came 

from as far west as California, and as far south as Flor-

ida.  We had great turnout for our tourist trips, but 

made the sign-ups a la carte, so that people could build 

in their own down time to hang out at the hotel, swap 

stories and share tips. 

 The highlight of the weekend was probably the 

car corral.  This year, we held it on the grounds of the 

Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA) Mu-

seum in Hershey.  We managed to get some advance 

press the previous Wednesday, when then-President 

Jim Garrison was on an afternoon TV talk show to pro-

mote the car show.  It worked!  A number of people 

who attended the car show told us that they came be-

cause they saw it on TV.  In fact, we even had some 

walk-up new members at the AACA show, too.  It was 

blazing hot, but thankfully we had an opportunity to 

visit the inside of the museum, where they keep a great 

Checker bus – in the air conditioning! 

 At the banquet on Saturday evening, we were 

treated to ham loaf, chicken and stuffing, buttered noo-

dles, whoopee pies, and a host of other homemade 

Pennsylvania Dutch (Amish) cooking.   AACA Mu-

seum Executive Director Mark Lizewskie also had din-

ner with us, and spoke to us about car culture in the 

region, and charged us to keep exploring and traveling.  

After the awards were presented, Michael Pincus took 

Mr. Lizewskie for a spin in his 1961 Superba. 

 Often the most anticipated part of the banquet 

is the awards presentations.  This year, the awards went 

to …. 

 

Long Distance Plaque - Brian & Valarie Quant - 1040 

miles 

 

Short Distance -  Brian and Rebecca Yarrison  - 50  

miles - $2.35 cash  

 

Highest Miles - Pete Talanca - can of Marathon oil  

 

Most Unique Exterior - Kathy Lucius - 4 colors - car 

wax 

 

Most Unique Interior - Ed Fox / worn but original 

 

Hard Luck “Tow Mater” Plaque -  Jim Garrison / 

flat tire 

 

President’s Choice Traveling Award - Ben Merkel 

 



13 

 

 I think, for me, the best part of a Checker Con-

vention is to have all of you at my fingertips for a week-

end.  We’re a really friendly and helpful bunch, and it 

was fun to listen and learn and ask questions.  Granted, 

we can still do that when we’re apart, but having the 

instant feedback and the face-to-face interactions are 

priceless.  For example, I know that Jim Garrison and 

John Weinhoeft took a good look at my floor pans and 

saved me hundreds of dollars in their assessment of 

what I needed (or DIDN’T need) to do.  Some of us 

stayed up late into the night, watching Checker-related 

movies and shooting the breeze.  The late nights and 

busy, hot days made me exhausted by the Sunday, but 

very fulfilled.  

 Now I’m looking forward to putting down my 

clipboard and notebook and joining you in Kalamazoo 
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Headlight Switch Replace-

ment  by John Weinhoeft 

 

 For some time the headlight switch in my 81 
has been a bit flakey.  I had lost the dome light position 
and the dash light dimming function was hit and miss.  
You can often clean the headlight switch with electrical 
cleaner and fix the problem, but not always. 

 Checker got their switches from Hershey-Cole, 
a company that is still in business.  Some years ago, I 
had tracked down a close, but not exact, replacement 
for the headlight switch and ordered it.  There were two 
major differences: (a) it did not have the dome light po-
sition and (b) it had a cheap looking plastic knob in-
stead of the nice chrome one.  Also, that plastic knob 
screwed onto the new switch and anchored with a set 
screw instead of being part of the center rod like on the 
old switch. 

 I had delayed installing it 
because I didn’t like the look of the 
plastic knob.  I thought I might be 
able to adapt one of the Checker 
wiper or fan knobs, which use a 
5/64 Allen set screw, to work.  I 
didn’t have one laying around but 
Carroll Sickles donated a spare 
knob.  I found it was a bit too big 
for the new switch shaft.  
 However, I did establish the 

new switch knob used a 8-32 thread.  I picked up a 
proper size Heli-Coil insert, reamed out the old knob 
with two progressively larger taps, and inserted the 
Heli-Coil with a bit of blue Lok-tite to secure it.  I now 
had a old chrome knob that could be screwed onto the 
new switch, so now it was time to install the new head-
light switch.   

 Since I am covering the dash insert removal in 
the Dash Lighting Upgrade article in this same issue, I 
won’t repeat it here. I will note you can change the 
headlight switch without removing the dash insert, but 
it is a lot easier than standing on your head working 
under the dash.  

  To get the old switch out of the dash, you have 
to push a release button on it and then the knob and 
shaft will just slide out of the old switch (see photo to 
right).  All you have to do now is undo the chrome trim 
nut holding it to the dash insert. 

 Once you have the old switch in hand, you will 
find the old switch used blade terminals and the new 
switch uses screw terminals.  Rather than cut the wires 
and replace the terminals, I removed the screws, 
slightly expanded the wire terminal ends, and just 

forced them onto the new switch, making for a very 
secure and tight fit. 

 Since everything else works fine, I have 
learned to live without being able to trun on the dome 
light with the headlight switch.  If I really cared that 
much, I would install a toggle switch under the dash 
for the dome lights. 

 

 Below: old switch on left and new switch on 
right, both have a circuit breaker on the end 

 

Below: the old switch with the knob and shaft re-
moved.  The shaft is pointing at the release button on 
the bottom of the switch.  It doesn’t always easily re-
lease but rotating the knob while pressing on the but-
ton helps. 
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Dash Lighting Upgrade 
     by John Weinhoeft 

 Note: This applies specifically to the later 2 
gauge dash that uses the #194 bulbs. 

 

 If you have a newer car or truck, you quickly 
get used to the much brighter LED dash lights.  Then 
you wonder why the Checker gauges are hard to see. 

Above: 81 dash with standard 194 bulbs 

 

Below: same dash with LED bulbs; these are bright 
enough to be easily seen in full sunlight.   

 The good news is you can easily fix it; the bad 
news is LED bulbs are expensive … about $8 - $13 
each.  In total, the dash has 10 bulbs, but you only 
really need to replace 5 of them: 1 illumination per clus-
ter (2 total), 2 turn signal, and 1 high beam.  

 I used the $13 Sylvania Zevo 194 6000K super 
bright white LED.  It is also labeled 168/2825.  Be sure 
you check the label for white because they also come in 
colors and you can’t tell by just looking.  Sylvania also 
has their cool white LED 194 bulb for $8.  They are 
available in most auto parts stores. 

 If you have never had your dash apart, it isn’t 
too bad of a job.  Be SURE to disconnect the battery 
first or you can fry the printed circuit on the back of the 
gauge clusters if the headlight switch contacts the dash 
(says the person who had to solder a couple of traces 
back together).   

 Start by disconnecting the negative battery cable 
at the battery.  Then place the car in low, and if you 
have a tilt wheel, lower it all the way.  Remove the 3 

knobs on the heater controls by just pulling them off; 
check to be sure the metal retainer clips stayed inside 
the plastic knobs.  Remove the 6 Phillips screws hold-
ing the dash insert. Reach up under the dash and un-
screw the speedometer cable (this is usually the worst 
part of the job).  If you have an 81 / 82 with the fiber 
lighting “thread”, locate the bulb assembly and discon-
nect the housing from the bulb.   

 Remove the insert by prying out at one corner 
with a plastic removal trim tool.  Likely it will hang up 
at the top on the dash pad, so just run a trim tool along 
the top to free it.  It will only pull out a little way be-
cause the heater fan, wiper, etc. switches are still con-
nected.  Take a digital phone with your phone, then 
unplug them for better access.  You can change the 
bulbs without completely removing the dash insert.  
Below is what the back of the dash looks like (old 
spare one shown).  The round holes are where the 
bulbs go in GM style twist in plastic holders.  

 To the right 
is a standard 194 
bulb and the plastic 
twist in holder.  

 Just twist the 
holder out of the 
dash, plug the old 
bulb out, and plug in the new LED bulb.  It doesn’t 
matter how you plug the plug in the holder, but it does 
matter when you twist it into the dash.  Unfortunately, 
LED bulbs care about plus and minus, so you have a 
50/50 chance of correctly installing it. 

 Once you have changed the bulbs you want to 
change, put the insert back in the dash, secure it with a 
couple of screws (so you have a ground), hook the bat-
tery up, and test.  Note which bulbs do not light up.  
DISCONNECT the battery, remove the insert, remove 
each bulb holder that did not light, rotate 180 degrees, 
and insert.  Since it should all be correct this time, 
hook up the other wires like heater fan and wiper, in-
sert, and secure.  Reconnect battery and test again.  If 
all is correct, install the other screws, push on the 
heater knobs, and reconnect the speedometer cable.    



16 

 

Markin Plaque Updated 
by Jim Garrison 

 

 Part of the legacy of Checker Motors, and of the 

Markin family, is Markin Glen Park.  Markin Glen is a 

150 acre park located just a few miles north of Kalama-

zoo which offers natural forest, public recreation, and 

camping.  In 1988 the land for this park was transferred 

to Kalamazoo County by the 

Markin family on behalf of 

Morris Markin, the founder of 

Checker Motors, to be used for 

the enjoyment of all.   

 Upon completion of 

the parks facilities in 2000, a 

small monument was placed 

honoring Morris Markin.  On 

the stone there are two plaques, 

one bears his image and the 

other offers recognition for his 

accomplishments.  It used to 

read: 

 

MORRIS MARKIN FOUNDED CHECKER MOTORS 

CORPORATION IN 1922.  HIS RISE FROM EMIGRATION 

TO A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS EXECUTIVE WAS THE 

FULFILLMENT OF THE AMERICAN DREAM.  HE LOVED 

THIS COUNTRY AND IN PARTICULAR THIS WONDERFUL 

LAND.  HE WOULD BE PROUD OF ITS ULTIMATE USE AS 

A PARK SETTING FOR HIS FELLOW CITIZENS. 

 

CHECKER MOTORS CORPORATION CONTINUES TO 

THRIVE AS A LIVING MEMORY TO 

MORRIS MARKINS AMERICAN DREAM. 

 

 This is a fitting tribute, yet we are all aware that 

the last sentence no longer applies.    

 Last year during the South Bend convention, 

some members of the CCCoA visited Markin Park and 

noted that the last sentence needed updating.  It was 

discussed at the Board/Members meeting, and agreed, 

that the Club should see if the final wordage could be 

revised to better reflect the current situation.  Certainly 

this would take some doing, but it was a worthy consid-

eration.   

 The Markin family was contacted, the Kalama-

zoo County Parks Department was asked, a local sculp-

tor was engaged, and everyone concurred.  This was a 

good idea and very doable.  Sponsorship from the Parks 

Dept., the Checker Car Club of America, and some 

individuals was offered, then appropriate new word-

age was chosen, and the sculptor arranged to remake 

the plaque.   

 There were a few hitches along the way, but it 

is done.  The revised plaque carries the new message 

and the last sentence now reads: 

CHECKER MOTORS CEASED OPERATIONS IN JUNE 

OF 2009.  ITS LEGACY LIVES ON IN HISTORY, WITH THE 

VEHICLES THEY PRODUCED, AND IN THE MEMORIES 

OF THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO HELPED FORGE A 

LEGEND. 

 On April 15, we mounted the new plaque at 

Markin Glen Park. This was a good thing for our Club 

to do.  We helped keep history current and relevant.  

Many thanks to everyone who helped identify the 

need, and to those who helped make the necessary 

change to reflect the new reality.  Next year, in 2017, 

the CCCoA convention will be in Kalamazoo, and 

you can all see how your Club helped update Checker 

history.   

Above: original upper plaque 

Below: revised lower plaque 
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Fares and Squares in  

Kalamazoo    by Jim Garrison 

 The Kalamazoo Valley Public Museum has 

honored the heritage of the Checker Motors Corpora-

tion with an outstanding exhibit.  Checker made taxi-

cabs for sixty years in Kalamazoo and over their eighty-

seven years of business they employed about ten thou-

sand local workers.  The exhibit illustrated well the sig-

nificance of Checker to the community, and to the na-

tion.  

 In 1923 Morris Markin, founder of Checker 

Motors, decided to move his taxi manufacturing from 

Joliet, Illinois, to the Handley Knight auto factory in 

Kalamazoo, Michigan.  It was a great benefit to the 

community.  Checker proved to be a stable employer 

through depressions, recessions, wars, and various busi-

ness shenanigans, and they helped put Kalamazoo on 

the national and global map.   

 There really is a lot to admire about an inde-

pendent car company that survived by creating its own 

niche, when so many other car companies failed and 

faded away.  It is fitting that Checker gets well de-

served recognition in the community that it served for 

so many good years.   
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Board Meeting Minutes: 
  

 President Jim Garrison called the meeting to 

order with a roll call of board members.  Present were 

Jim Garrison, Gary Lohsen, John Weinhoeft, Tony 

Mattern, Paul Worth, Rebecca Carlson, Brad Lohsen, 

Blake LaMar and Past Presient Ron Leatz.  Ed Ball 

was absent. 

 Reading of the Secretary’s Minutes from 2015 

was waived since they were previously published in the 

Summer 2015 newsletter and, by the by-laws, deemed 

accepted when no corrections or objections are submit-

ted.  Motion made, seconded and carried to approve as 

published. 

 Treasurer’s Report noted that detailed informa-

tion had been distributed to the board prior to the meet-

ing and copies were on hand for any interested club 

members.  Proceeded to read off key numbers.  Discus-

sion on Finance and membership.  Club is on solid fi-

nancial ground, currently has 261 paid up members. 

Motion made, seconded and carried to approve as sub-

mitted. 

 Old Business -  

 Continuing free membership program for new 

owners.  

 Continuing to develop and expand web site. 

Discussed developing YouTube videos, expanding re-

pair tutorials in newsletter.  

 Noted the Kalamazoo Markin Park plaque, in 

cooperation with the Park District and the Markin fam-

ily, was updated to more accurately reflect the family 

and company contributions to Kalamazoo.   

 Discussion on expanding both newsletter arti-

cles and blog entries on DYI Checker repairs.   

 Noted George Laszlo continues to scan, bar-

code and expand links to photos. 

 New Business -  

 Gold hats and visors approved for Kalamazoo 

convention and will include women’s versions.   

 Discussion on possible Tiered Dues Structure 

for electronic only versus printed, opened up to discus-

sion from members present.  Motion to create a com-

mittee to recommend future direction of both newslet-

ter and two tiered dues structure and report back in 3 

months.  Committee to be chaired by Tony Mattern. 

OTHER MEMORABILIA: 
 

High quality prints of “Taxi 
Stand”, an original painting 
by club member Will Bran-
dum, are now available! 
 

The painting was featured in 
Hemmings Classic Car 
magazine last fall. 

 

Print sizes are 6x10, 9x12, 
11x14, and 16x20.  Prices 
range from $28 to $72 before 
any discounts. 

 

Go to www.etsy.com/shop/
BrandumConcepts for more 
details.  Checker club mem-
bers get 10% off! Use code 
CHECKER10 at checkout. 

 

“Taxi Stand” is also available on shirts, mugs, and other products 
via the Brandum Concepts shops on websites Society6, CafePress, 
and Zazzle.  Brandum Concepts is also on Facebook or you can 
contact Will directly at surgecab22@aol.com or leave a message at 
931-802-8541 

Seconded and passed.  

 Future conventions: 2017 & 2022 - Kalama-

zoo, 2018 through 2021 still open with a couple of 

potential 2018 sites. 

 Discussion on ways to further promote both 

the web site and Facebook presence.   

 Discussion on continuing to provide help to 

Gilmore and possible use of student interns.  

 Call for nominations for 3 open board posi-

tions.  Mark Lohsen, Phillip Arnold, and Ed Fox 

were all nominated and agreed to accept the positions.   

Motions, seconds, and approval carried by voice vote. 

 Noted that since President Jim Garrion’s term 

is up, VP Gary Lohsen will, per the by-laws, auto-

matically assume the position of President and, per 

tradition, the transfer will be at the banquet Saturday 

night. 

 Vice President position is now open.  Board to 

recommend a new VP. 

 Motion to adjourn, seconded, approved. 
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PARTS FOR SALE: 

Checker Roof Decal Set  -  Newest improved design, fully tested.  

Fits 1956 thru 1982 A-9, A-10, A-11, A-12 and all "E" Models.  

$125 shipping.  Phone 818-999-1485 or email 

sales@checkerparts.com 

Hubcaps  -  4 late model Checker Marathon hub cabs. Phone 602-

793-1763 or email con2010ny@yahoo.com  

 

Assorted  -  RF and RR doors, V8 engine , transmission and differ-

ential from 1967, complete disc brake changeover, wheels, grilles, 

Aero Bus rear fenders, and front suspension,  bumpers, glass, fuel 

tank. All parts inside, in Alabama. 256-390-4720. Valet Cleaners. 

 

PARTS WANTED: 
Sway Bar Bushings Wanted  -  we are restoring a 1978 Checker 

Marathon in the UK and need Sway Bar Bushings.  Contact Rich-

ard at richard@thecourtjester.co.uk 

 

Interior Door Panel Wanted  -  Looking for  interior door panel in 

dark brown vinyl with wood grain trim for driver's door. Don't care 

about condition of hardboard but vinyl needs to be in good condi-

tion. Please call evenings after 6:00 PM eastern time.  Randy 

@ 810-841-2560 or email atkinrandall@yahoo.com 

 

CLUB MEMORABILIA: 
 Club logo belt buckles $8.00, Logo patches $2.50, Window decals 
$1.50.  All shipped First Class, Postpaid. Contact Don McHenry, 
469 Tremaine Ave., Kenmore, NY, 14217-2537 
 

Club Logo License Plate - $15 + $2.50 shipping.  Contact Ron 
Leatz,  402 Main Street, Dowagaic, MI, 49047-1709 

rrlfire@aol.com 

 

RENTALS : 
Worldwide Checker Rentals  -  Worldwide Checker rentals for the 

movie industry, television industry, and promotional projects.  30 

years experience.  References available.  Email Joe at 

sales@checkerparts.com, visit  www.checkerparts.com or phone 

818-999-1485  

 

THECHECKERGUY.COM  -  NYC area Checker Taxi and vin-

tage car rentals for film, TV, events, weddings, etc.  Check our site: 

www.checkerguy.com or call 646-284-1939 or email check-

guy78@yahoo.com  

 

Film Cars and Vintage Checker Taxicabs  -  Commercial Rentals 

and Weddings a specialty in the general NYC region.  Visit 

www.filmcars.com for photos.  Classic Checker taxicabs as well as 

vintage automobiles from the 1920's thru the 1970's.  Phone Peter at 

718-748-6707 or email at peter@filmcars.com 

 

CARS FOR SALE: 
1980 Checker Marathon - new black paint, new vinyl roof, new 

fenders, new velour trim, new chrome, V-6, auto.  Asking $12,500.  

Contact John at 269-744-0854 or email sfinch0644@yahoo.com 

 

1965 Checker  -  71K miles,  somewhat rough.  $1,000.  Phone Tim 

Lyons at 973-980-8728 or email tink0172W@aol.com 

 

1962 Checker Superba  -  4-door sedan, project or parts car. 240,000, 

engine rebuilt at 125,000. Single owner, daily driver until September 

2013. New tires. Mechanicals good, cosmetics fair-poor, front-end 

damage from a low-speed collision. Original front seats were re-

moved, but are included at no extra cost. Shop service manual in-

cluded. Location: Rockport, Mass. $1500. E-mail: 

vtsinger@vermontet.net or phone Alice at 802-436-3033. Photos 

available on request.  

 

1971 Checker Sedan - VIN A12-3891-1201A. Jump seats, 350 CID 

engine, new battery, new tires, body in great condition, good paint - 

some small rust spots.  Interior is black and in good shape.  Located 

in Denver, Colorado metro area. $6,500  Phone number: 303-422-

2865, please leave message or email mikenemily@comcast.net 

 

1977 A12 Marathon  - $3500, Almond color, very little rust, 

in Beaverton, Oregon. Needs tune-up and steering pump. Estimated 

234,000 miles. Passenger seat torn, windshield has white tinge 

around perimeter, gas gauge inaccurate, needs refinishing around 

hardtop welds. Pretty good shape for 38 years old. 

email: checker@mcandrews.biz 

1969 Checker Medicar, light blue, very good condition, 23,000 ac-

tual miles, 350 engine, 3 speed manual column shift, new tires, air 

conditioning, working siren.  One of the few remaining out of 100 

produced.  $20K.  Indiana.  Contact Jim Hope at 765-345-2144   

1967 A-12 - painted yellow to look like a Taxi. 327 Chevrolet engine, 

350 Powerglide  transmission. Unknown mileage. Pictures available. 

Asking $6000 Stan Ericksen - sericks1@comcast.net or 281-362-7411 

- The Woodlands, TX (30 miles North of Houston)  

 

CARS WANTED: 
WANTED: Desoto Sky Cab - Please contact Stan Ericksen @ 281-

362-7411 or sericksen!@Comcast.net OR Ron Stein @ 713-299-2439 

or ronstein56@aol.com  

 

AD GUIDELINES: 
Ads are free to club members.  Please keep to reasonable length; ex-
cessively long ads may be edited.  Ads will also be placed on the club 
web site.  To place an ad in print, contact the editor (see inside front 
cover), either by USPS mail or email. 

 

New weather strip, windshields, 

gauges, front end parts, fenders, de-

cals, lenses, gas tanks, more.  We 

have a Checker only wrecking yard.  Visit us at  

www.checkerparts.com  

 Or phone Joe at: 818- 999-1485 
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AEROBUS ROOF RACK 
 

 It’s so rare that you see an original wooden roof rack on an Aerobus, it deserved it’s own photo spread.  As 

you can tell, it was on the four color Aerobus owned by Kathy Lucius that is also shown elsewhere in this issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Maybe these photos will help someone who is 

trying to restore an original roof rack.  It primarily 

made of wood with metal caps front and rear, plus 

metal caps and tie-down loops on the side rails.  

 

 

 

 

 Photos by George Laszlo 

 or Ed Fox. 


