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GREETINGS FROM THE 

 EDITOR  November, 2016 

 Finally this issue is going off to the press.  I’ll 

just say there were some unavoidable delays.  We hope 

to be back on track in January. 

 The main story in this issue is about life at CMC 

after car production stopped.  Jim Garrison was there for 

that era, right up to the end, and has put together a 

pretty good story; see pages 4 - 9.  We have lots of parts 

information from Michael Angelich and Matt Thomas; 

see pages 10 -  12.  Stve Contarino provides and update 

on the new Checker on page 10.  Plus a bit of advice on 

the back cover about storing your Checker for the win-

ter.  Finally, there is information about both 2017 and 

2018 convention plans. 

 Thanks to everyone who send in articles and 

photos; you make my job easier.  This is your newsletter 

about your experiences and we want to run your stories.  

 Ideally, submissions will be in electronic format,  

although we also accept hard copy by mail.  Photos 

should be original or properly credited.  All electronic 

submissions should be sent to:   

 jweinhoeft@checkercarclub.org 

 We improve by comments from our readers.  

Tell us what you like and don’t like.  My contact infor-

mation is listed in the left column.   

 Thank you …   John Weinhoeft 

 Above: my 81 Checker may not have made it to 

Hershey this year, but the license plate frame did!  The 

81 was at the AACA back in 2014 on the way to NYC. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
  

The Mark of  Success 

 There are many measures and levels of success. 

Most involve a desire to do better than before. In some 

cases, you know that you are doing something right 

when others start to imitate you. That is also how com-

petition enters the picture and creates more choice. 

 I will use the cola wars as an example. Pepsi 

and Coca-Cola vie for being more successful then the 

other. They copy or try to outdo each other’s market-

ing, product mix and formulas in an attempt to be 

number one. 

 Well, if that is true, why do they both exist?  

Because they both offer products that fit their custom-

ers individual tastes. And so it is with the Checker Car 

Club of America. We are not alone but we are pre-

ferred by a large number of members and followers. 

 We are not perfect. As humans and organiza-

tions mature there are always many failures on the 

road to success. As a baby learns to roll over, it fails 

multiple times but eventually achieves it, then builds 

on that success. It tries to crawl, then walk, and even 

run. 

 The Checker Car Club of America has always 

moved forward with activities and programs that serve 

our members. Lets look at some of our successes. 

 First, we have been around for over 34 years.  

It started with Don McHenry, and several other charter 

members, as the last Checker car rolled off the produc-

tion line in 1982.  The club has been and is successful 

in preserving the legacy of Checker Motors Corp. and 

promoting the cars we call Checker. 

  We have been registered as a 501(c)7 tax ex-

empt not-for-profit organization  since 2004 in the state 

of Indiana as established under the leadership of Bob 

Welsh.  We have a charter, bylaws, and a Board of Di-

rectors that have guided the club from its inception till 

today and will continue this successful path as we 

move forward.  We are a true club. 

  We have adopted new technologies as they 

evolved.  Our official publication, Checkerboard News,  

evolved from a single type written sheet to mimeo-

graph sheets, to copy machine paper, to a black and 

white magazine, to a full color magazine that we have 

now.  Keeping our members in touch was our primary 

goal every step of the way.  

 Our first website was sponsored by Matt Fry 

from his Taxistand site, which at the time was state of 

the art.  We overcame several challenges and were suc-

cessful.  Now we have developed a new website and 

Facebook page called Checker World, controlled by the 

members of the club who can, and do, have input to its 

content. 

 Our Facebook Checker World page allows our 

members and followers to communicate in real time. 

Other members, who have not chosen to join the on-

line world, continue to be served by our printed publi-

cation “Checkerboard News.” And lets not forget our 

annual conventions that bring together our members 

while promoting Checker vehicles to the public at large. 

 It is the combination of all these services and 

the dedication of a large number of members that keep 

us true to our motto, “A Checker Owner Is Never 

Alone.” 

Gary Lohsen  

President 
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Beyond the Cabs: Checker 

Motors, After the Taxi Line 
by Jim Garrison 

 

 Ed. Note:  For those who do not know him, 

Jim Garrison worked at CMC for 32 years, mostly as a 

Tool & Die Maker 

 

 It is a common misconception, even in the 

Kalamazoo community, that Checker Motors went out 

of business when they stopped making taxicabs.  In 

fact, the case is quite the opposite.  Checker remained 

as a world-class automotive parts supplier for twenty-

seven years after the last taxi was produced in July of 

1982.  It is a testament to skilled management and its 

workforce, that Checker persevered in a fiercely com-

petitive market, until being brought down by economic 

forces mostly beyond their control.  I will note here, 

that this article is drawn from my memory, and is lim-

ited to that extent.     

 Until the 1970’s, Checker Motors maintained 

itself in the auto market as a manufacturer of depend-

able taxicabs.  There were occasional side jobs for 

stamped parts, or assemblies, but that was not the 

mainstay of production.  While Checker had large, me-

dium, small, and automatic presses, the equipment was 

underutilized.  This was recognized by top manage-

ment and others in automotive supply, and during the 

mid-seventies it was seen as an opportunity to expand 

into the automotive supply market.  In addition there 

was a ready workforce in the local community.  David 

Markin would set a new course for Checker.   

 In 1975, former President of General Motors, 

Ed Cole, was looking for another automotive endeavor 

when he came to Checker.  Two ideas came together, 

automotive parts production, and making a new design 

of a car or taxicab at Checker.  Tragically, on May 2, 

1977, Ed Cole died in a plane crash, and the likelihood 

of a new Checker car was also lost.  Yet, the idea of 

automotive supply for Checker’s future was already 

underway -- and looking forward to bigger and better 

enterprise.  

 Part of Checker’s niche in automotive supply 

was taking jobs that the big auto companies didn’t 

want.  Several factors such as small or medium produc-

tion numbers, difficult-to-run parts (such as deep draw 

operations), poor quality of dies and/or parts, lack of 

performance by other suppliers, and other considera-

tions, played into Checker receiving various jobs.   

 By 1976 Checker started running several con-

tracts for General Motors.  These were major jobs that 

allowed Checker to hire hundreds of additional em-

ployees to fill every aspect of the production opera-

tions.  Office personnel, engineers, factory manage-

ment, skilled trades, machine operators, inspectors, 

material handlers, custodial staff, and outside contrac-

tors were all needed to gear up and deliver.  This was, 

of course, all initiated while the taxi line was still in 

full operation.   

 Checker was very busy in all three plants.  

While the dies and assembly-line equipment were usu-

ally owned by the customer (General Motors, or oth-

ers), the maintenance and adjustment was performed 

by Checker.  Some of the contract jobs started during 

that time included: 

 

F-frames for Camaro and Firebird 

1976 – 1988 

Chevy Blazer and Suburban tailgates 

1976 – 1992 

Chevy Suburban sills (below the doors)  

1976 – 1996 

Chevy Stepside box (front and side panels, tail-

gates, fenders) 1976 – 1988 

GM bus frames, fenders, & hoods 

1978 - 1990 
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Chevy & GMC large truck fenders  

1976 – 1990 

 

 Again, these were large jobs, which kept the 

Press Room pounding out parts on three shifts, six days 

a week, with Assembly running two shifts.  At peak, 

Checker employed about 1,300 people.   

 In 1982, the Checker car line ceased operations.  

Several factors are generally recognized for this, such 

as: government regulations for fuel economy, emis-

sions, and crash tests; the Checker dies and tooling 

were getting worn out; GM was reluctant to continue 

selling engines and transmissions for Checker vehicles; 

plus it had become economically unreasonable to pro-

duce Checker cars when other mass produced models 

were more affordable.   

 It’s interesting to note that six months after the 

car line went down; the Peoples Republic of China 

called Checker wanting to order 5,000 units per year, 

indefinitely.  But, it was too late.  The tooling had 

been removed, the dies were outside with weeds grow-

ing around them, and the floor space cleared and util-

ized for storage.  With the car line gone, there was 

space available for other assembly operations. Checker 

was able to plan for more contract assembly work.   

 Having proven their capacity to produce qual-

ity parts and assemblies, Checker was able to bid on, 

and it was awarded, several new jobs.  These included: 

 

GM, G-van rear doors, large and small 

1984 – 1996 

G-van hoods, and cowls 

1984 – 1996 

G-van roof rails 

1984 – 1996 

J-car steering outrigger assemblies 

1984 – 1994 

S-10 Blazer tailgates, and cowls 

1986 – 1998 
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Chevy CK truck tailgates 

1988 – 1998 

M-van sliding doors 

1984 – 1992 

 

 Checker was booming.  Foreign competition 

had entered the American market, which brought new 

challenges and needs for better standards.   

 As automotive technology advanced, Checker 

was always able to adapt to new changes and regula-

tions.  Improvements in die design, production prac-

tices, quality requirements, parts inspection tech-

niques, and robotics drove Checker to constantly im-

prove.  Checker promptly embraced the new QS 9000 

standards in 1996.  It proved itself again to be a world-

class supplier of automotive body parts and assem-

blies.   

 As new models of cars and trucks were intro-

duced, Checker was awarded new work.  Many of 

these were assemblies incorporating dozens of people 

over the course of several years.  Checker made: 

 

S-10 boxes (stamp and ship) 

1994 – 1996 

Chevy Suburban and truck crew-cab rear doors 

  1996 – 2004 

Dodge truck tailgates 

1996 – 2004 
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  Saturn L-series deck lids and lift-gates 

1998 – 2004 

Saturn sunroofs 

1998 – 2004 

Cadillac CTS & SRX frame rails, air plenums  

1998 – 2009 

Cadillac and Chevy roof rails, foam-filled  

  1998 – 2009 

S-10 shock towers 

1998 – 2009 

Hummer sunroofs 

2000 – 2007 

Ford E-van bumpers, front and rear 

2000 – 2006 
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 These were very productive and challenging 

years. 

 As competition in the automotive market, from 

both foreign and domestic manufactures, increased, the 

need for cost control became paramount.  Automotive 

part suppliers, everywhere, were pressed to keep costs 

down.  While many manufacturing costs were going 

up, suppliers were contractually bound to supply parts 

at a specified low price.  This put the squeeze on prof-

its.   

 An additional part of the problem was the auto-

makers 3-2-1 policy of “cost reduction goals,” which 

essentially amounted to paying less in successive years 

for the parts made by suppliers – “give backs.”  When a 

supplier bids on a job, several factors such as capability, 

quality performance, and lowest bid are considered.  

Once a job is awarded, the supplier must provide the 

parts on demand.  On some jobs, the auto companies 

required that suppliers accept less for the parts if they 

wanted to continue to bid on future jobs.  The differ-

ence, or loss of revenue, was to be made up by 

“streamlining.”  This worked in some measure, yet af-

ter a few years, the streamlining that could be done had 

been done, and the repeated reduction of revenue elimi-

nated profit, or created loss.   

 On some smaller incidental stamping jobs, 

Checker was given dies that were poorly maintained 

and barely able to make parts.  They were able to repair 

these die lines as needed, to again produce acceptable 

parts in good production time and at a profit.  Though, 

so often, once they had achieved good quality and pro-

duction numbers, the lines would be taken back.  

Checker seemed to accept this as industry practice.    

 Still, Checker continued to run existing jobs and 

seek new work.  It bid on, and got, a few good con-

tracts. 

Buick Enclave sub-assemblies, fender, body, etc. 

2006 – 2009 

Chevy  ?  Sunroofs 

2007 – 2009 

3 model GM sunroof cell (set up and try out, no 

production) 2008 – 2009 

 These were good jobs for Checker, but the in-

dustry was facing new challenges. During the last four 

years of operation Checker developed two fully-

automated robotic press lines.  The blanks were put in 

place at the front of the line, and five presses later fin-

ished panels were set in racks, having been touched by 

only one human.  

 All through the busy years Checker was able to 

serve other forms of production as well.     

Service runs were low-number jobs for cars that 

were no longer in production, but needed parts 

for aftermarket.   Checker successfully ran 

many service jobs.    

Factory assist, was sometimes a crunch situation 

where a break-down in some other plant re-

quired that parts be made immediately to keep 

assembly plants going.  Many times, Checker 

would receive die lines on a Friday, work fe-

verishly through the weekend adapting the dies 

to our presses, and have quality parts ready 

and delivered by Monday morning.   

Stamp and ship, was when parts were simply 

stamped and then sent out to other assembly 

plants.  Checker was very good at this.  

Die tryout and modification, was interesting.  The 

auto manufacturers would bring new dies and 

die lines to Checker for initial parts produc-

tion.  Working the bugs out of the new dies 

was enjoyable.   

 Starting in 2005, some economic forecasts 

were seeing a slowdown in the American and global 

economies.  While some factors such as housing and 

banking were robust, other segments of the economy 

were slowing.  In the Spring of 2008, economic con-

cerns sent the stock market into wild gyrations, culmi-

nating in the September stock market crash which led 

into the banking crisis, and to automakers filing for 

bankruptcy.  At that time credit was frozen, making it 

impossible for many Americans to buy cars. Sales 

plummeted. Those of us who followed these trends 

recognized that as General Motors faltered, Checker 

might fall.  In spite of good effort, Checker had been 

losing money slowly for years.   

 While several smaller concerns played into 

Checker’s problems, it was, in this writer’s opinion, 

the larger issues beyond Checker’s influence that led to 

the end.  Factors such as the changes brought about by 

the global shift in automotive production and sales, 

“cost reduction goals,” and ever increasing business 

costs for energy, steel, and health care, were too great 

to be overcome.   
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 In 2008, Checker had already sought conces-

sions from the workforce which was reluctant to step 

back any further.  Additional concessions were rejected.  

In January of 2009, Checker filed for bankruptcy.  The 

judge ordered both sides to come up with a solution 

which would keep the business alive for the betterment 

of all, and it was nearly, though not, achieved.   

 All of the contracts that had been running for 

years, and those that were being set up, were sold to 

another firm.  Parts banks were built up, robots were 

turned off, production lines were disassembled and re-

moved, employees were laid off, the presses fell silent, 

and on June 25, 2009, the last part came off a produc-

tion line at Checker Motors.   

 The building and grounds were sold a holding 

company, the equipment was auctioned off, salvage 

operations stripped away anything of value, and the 

buildings have all been demolished.  Sadly, on October 

30, 2010, the Checker office building where business 

was conducted, cars were designed, and problems re-

solved, was set ablaze by an arsonist.  The twisted 

metal and burnt bricks have been removed leaving only 

the memory of what was.  The grounds have recently 

been purchased by a local company.   

 Checker remained in business for twenty-seven 

years after the cab line ceased production.  They were a 

world-class supplier, able to meet the new demands of 

the always improving auto industry.  Yet, no business 

can operate in deficit for long, nor easily overcome eco-

nomic forces that bring global economies to their knees.  

Checker’s automotive parts production legacy, along 

with the remarkable Checker cars, will live on as part of 

our American automotive history.  

 Photos supplied by Jim Garrison. 

Ed. Note:  This picture was included, so apparently 

Checker also made kitchen sinks! 

Dash Lighting Upgrade - 

Update    by John Weinhoeft 

 After the article in the last issue, I received this 

email: 

 Enjoyed you article on the LED conversion, 

and am going to convert.  One question: my gauges 

have much dust on the inside of the glass, so even the 

poor incandescent bulbs light it up and make it diffi-

cult to read.   Can the gauges be opened to clean the 

glass? 

 My response: 

 I didn't know so I went out to the garage and 

disassembled a spare gauge panel.  

 Yes. Each gauge assembly is held in the panel 

by two 3/8's nuts and star lock washers.  Once you 

have it out, you will notice the chrome trim ring has 

been crimped onto the round housing.  I used a flat 

screwdriver to pry out the crimps.  It then came apart 

easily.  Then I just popped the glass and trim ring back 

on and did not crimp it, but it seems secure after the 

nuts were tightened down.  

  

 Photos are of a 1982 LPG car panel  
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Updates from Checker Motor 

Cars   from Steve Contarino 

  

 Assembling an automobile may seem an impos-

sible task, it really is not (though some days I think so).   

Truth is it is quite often times occurring more than you 

might think.  Many small automobile companies exist: 

Factory Five, DeLoren, Zimmer, DiMore, Stutz, Du-

buc Motors, Iconiq Motors, Morgan, Local Motors and 

more. 

  Remember the key word “Assembling”.  Really 

very few large automobile manufacturers make cars. 

They purchase parts or components from partners and 

suppliers. There are 4,570 parts and components in our 

Sports Pick Up and 4,790 parts and components in the 

sedan.  Parts are single pieces and components are en-

gines, transmissions, rear ends etc.  So were not making 

every little part or component.  You might ask: What 

vehicle will the components come from?  The answer is 

from many!  Most are trucks and cars from the 80’s and 

90’s, with suspension and engines from the current day 

cars or technology. 

  There are some components we just have not 

finalized and, “honestly”, we’re very busy restoring 

Checkers and developing parts, so until we build our 

concept cars in the next 12 months, we’re not going to 

have prototypes.  We’re looking at Carbon Fiber, and 

many types of new polymers, as well as sheet metal 

technology to make second generation Checker Motor 

Cars quieter and handle better by using Fiberglass Rein-

forced Plastic, Hot Stamping and tuned suspensions. 

  Because of our expertise in the automotive in-

dustry, our suppliers are the best in the industry and 

will provide us the necessary parts and components that 

will allow us to assemble an iconic appearance with the 

underpinnings of a modern automobile.  Great compa-

nies like Budd, Lemond composites, Genesee Group 

Inc., Plastic Con, and Presco who know the technology 

in each of their markets. 

  We’re trying to use many newly designed parts 

that will fit our new cars and the First Generation of 

Checker automobiles.  Using new technology makes 

the appearance great and better parts.  Our Grille, the 

fender trims, frame components and more. 

 

  It has been an interesting journey and there are 

changes every day, so we’re open to components that 

are super technology driven such as Power Solutions 

International with their clean fuel engines, VM MO-

TRI with clean diesel, GM 5.7 EFI engines, Hellwig 

suspension components, and many more. 

  Some design cues take many attempts, such as 

the appearance of the side window in the Sport Pick 

up, and the seating configuration in the model 888 the 

6 door touring sedan.  Visit our Facebook page for all 

the updates and enjoy our journey to create an second 

generation of American Icon! 

Above: two different takes on the pickup window 

 

Below:  Steve with the clay models 
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Some Helpful Hints on 

Where to Get Body Rubber, 

Weatherstrip, Mouldings, 

Etc. for your Checker  

 

 Recently Michael Angelich ran across an old 

handwritten sheet of part numbers and was kind 

enough to send the following information for the news-

letter.  Since it was handwritten, I have taken the liberty 

of retyping it here, and adding some additional infor-

mation from my personal experiences. 

 Note that most of these companies are whole-

sale or business supply warehouses, so you will need to 

have a company to order directly from them.  However,  

your local auto body shop or auto body retail supplier 

should be able to order for you. 

 

Suppliers: 

 

Restoration Specialties and Supply Company aka RSS 

P.O. Box 328, RD # 2 

Winber, PA 15963 

814-467-9842 

www.restorationspecialties.com 

 

Auto Vehicle Parts Company aka Auveco  

Wholesaler, available through auto body shops 

www.auveco.com 

 

SilvaTrim 

908-753-6066 Mary @ extension 218 

http://www.silvatrim.com.br/en/ (British catalog) 

 

McMaster - Carr 

Wholesale industrial supply house with locations in 

New Jersey, Chicago, Atlanta, Cleveland & Los Ange-

les 

www.mcmaster.com 

Specific parts: 

 

Inner door flange weather strip 

 Auveco # 4707 

 RSS # 4707 

 

Glass run channel / window channel 

1/2” x 3/8”  

 RSS # 5P 96” 

 

Door weather strip 5/8” bulb Loc 

“C” 

 McM # 1120A23  

 RSS # ST36A is close 

 

 

Outer belt strip - newer models 

 RSS YM-108X 

 

 

Outer belt strip - older models 

 RSS YM-68  (GM 58—70) 

 

 

Grommet strips 

 neoprene for tail lights, 

grilles, etc., black only 

 McM 8507K 14 

 RSS—ask 

 SilvaTrim—call, racing check 

type # 27005 comes in 25 foot rolls 

or as door edge protectors 

 

 Roof lining button holder 

 Auveco # 2280 

 RSS # 1117 
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Door Trim panel fastener 

 Auveco # 9361 

 RSS # 9361 

 Note: often called Ford style 

 

 

Door handle retaining clip 

 Auveco # 2288 

 Note: standard “GM” clip 

 

 

Hood to fender runner bumpers 

 RSS # 4235 

 

Rubber recessed post to door bumpers 

 McM # 9540K54 

 

Grill to hood bumpers 

 RSS # 4285 is close 

 

And finally a last word from Michael: 

 Rust doesn’t sleep! Remember: A Checker can 

take a beating but it can’t take a bath! Keep yours ga-

raged and dry!! 

 

Additional information: 

 

Door weather strip 

 

 J.C. Whitney parts (replacement, not OEM 

style) number 81-9909 is a thick bulb that I like 

the look and seal of but 14-3539 is a smaller bulb that 

would probably work as would 13-2562. 

 

Some additional window channel specs 

 

 Steel Core Window Channel, Un-beaded Rigid, 

A=1/2", B=3/8", C=3/16" to 1/4" 

Decals for Your Dash  

 

 Sooner or later, the factory dash decals wear or 

start to lift off the dash.  Recently Matt Thomas took 

the time to recreate the foil dash labels as shown be-

low.  I recently acquired a set of them.  They are 

printed on vinyl with a clear laminate to last.  The set 

of 6 shown below are $20, which includes shipping.  

Additional sets ordered at the same time are $12.  

Matt does have these listed on eBay.   

 

Photo supplied by Matt. 
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2017 Checker Convention 
by Jim Garrison 

 

 One of the best things about being a member of 

the Checker Car Club of America is participating in its 

wonderful conventions that bring Checker owners to-

gether.  We hold these grand gatherings in various cit-

ies where we visit sites of interest, attend to club busi-

ness, and enjoy our shared experiences.  Next year, on 

July 13, 14, and 15, 2017, the CCCoA will hold its Na-

tional Convention in Kalamazoo, Michigan, which is 

the home of Checker cars, and we hope you will join 

us.   

 Our accommodations will be at the Holiday Inn 

West – Kalamazoo. This is an excellent facility with 

great features, at a reasonable price’s, and easy access.  

It can be reached at 269-375-6000 for reservations, and 

you must mention that it is in the block reserved for the 

CCCoA.  It is worth noting that they will be changing 

the name to Delta, by Marriot, beginning in the new 

year, and it will be newly renovated.   

 There are quite a few interesting things to do in 

Kalamazoo and we hope to offer a variety of good op-

tions.  Kazoo (short for Kalamazoo) is the home of 

Checker cars, and a visit to what used to be Checker 

Motors and to Markin Glen Park might be interesting.  

It is also home of Gibson guitars, now called Heritage 

guitars.  The Kalamazoo Air Zoo and the Wolf Lake 

Fish Hatchery are part of the community as well.  And, 

let’s not forget that several craft beer makers are located 

in the area, and a tour through a brewery might be en-

ticing to some.  There’s lots to do and more to consider.   

 One hour drive north of Kalamazoo, in Grand 

Rapids, is the magnificent Frederik Meijer Gardens & 

Sculpture Park, and the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 

Museum.  It is impossible not to be spellbound by the 

amazing indoor and outdoor gardens, and by the spec-

tacular sculpture, at the Meijer Gardens.  While some 

of us may not be as interested in political history as oth-

ers, I can assure that the Gerald Ford Presidential Mu-

seum will bring history alive, and make us proud to be 

Americans.   

 The Gilmore Classic Car Museum is recognized 

as one of the five best automotive museums in the 

country.  Our main gathering will be at the Gilmore on 

Saturday, July 15, and all car lovers will be impressed 

with the extraordinary exhibits that have been added to 

the Gilmore since we last gathered there in 2008.  

Checker was a big part of the local community and we 

are hoping to make this gathering an event that in-

volves everyone who ever had a connection with 

Checker Motors.  Our banquet will be held on Satur-

day evening at Theo & Stacy’s which always offers 

great food and service.   

 Altogether our next convention is shaping up 

to be a great event.  We hope that all of our members 

will be a part of this event because it is great to share 

these experiences.  More details will be offered in sub-

sequent issues of the Checkerboard newsletter and on 

the Checker World website.  We invite all Checker 

enthusiasts to participate.  Being part of the CCCoA is 

a great experience.  We are looking forward to seeing 

everyone in Kalamazoo. 

 

Above: Gilmore in 2002, photo by the editor.  

 

 
. 
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2018 Checker Convention 
by John Weinhoeft / Larry Kiss 

 

 There is groundwork being laid for the 2018 

convention, and assuming things come to fruition, it 

sounds like it will also be another great location.  Here 

is a sneak peak at what is being planned; just remember 

this may be subject to change as we get closer to the 

date. 

 Below is most of an email from Larry Kiss with 

a description of what to look forward to:  

 

 I would like to use this opportunity to bring you 

up to date on what Barbara and I have been doing in 

scouting out a location for the June 2018 meet. 

 

 A very good friend of mine, Barry Zuckerman, 

is a volunteer motorman at the Shoreline Trolley Mu-

seum located in East Haven Connecticut.  Barbara and 

I met with the museum's director, Wayne Sanford.  We 

were very impressed with what Wayne can do for us 

and also discovered that he himself has 4 antique cars.   

 

 Below is a suggestion as to how the event could 

be structured: 

 

 

Thursday, June 21, 2018- The Quality Inn of East Ha-

ven  is 1.5 miles from the museum, has 78 rooms, am-

ple shaded parking, an outdoor swimming pool, break-

fast and a non-operational Trolley Car situated in the 

parking lot.  The car is air-conditioned and can be used 

as our Hospitality Suite.  After members arrive and 

check in (in the Trolley), we can go to dinner as a group 

at a Chili's Restaurant less than a block away. 

 

Friday - We can do several activities in the immediate 

area including a walking tour of Yale University, a boat 

ride around the Thimble Islands, a visit to an auto res-

toration facility and various other museums in New 

Haven.  Wayne told that he thinks we can charter a 

school bus for $300 for the day so as to eliminate any 

driving in the congested areas in and around New Ha-

ven.  Dinner Friday could be at multiple nearby loca-

tions. 

 

Saturday - First thing in the morning we could hold the 

annual business meeting either in the old Trolley car 

or at a nearby church that has a large meeting room. 

That same church which is walking distance of the 

Trolley Museum will be the venue for the evening 

Banquet. The car show would take place at the Trolley 

Museum's visitor center parking lot and we would all 

receive free one day passes for unlimited trolley rides. 

 

 Caterers are available that can handle both our 

lunch at the trolley museum and the banquet at the 

church.  As far as speakers, I already have a commit-

ment from automotive historian Patrick Foster to be 

our Banquet speaker and plan on approaching a cou-

ple of other automotive connected people. 

 

 Finally, as far as costs are involved, Wayne 

said for the Museum and the Church it is strictly up to 

us to make whatever donation we feel would be appro-

priate.  The other costs would be food for the Sat. 

show and the dinner.  It is likely we can get a very 

good rate at the hotel.  Barbara and I are willing to do 

the registrations. 

 

 If you have any questions or wish to discuss 

any of this please do not hesitate to respond to this e-

mail or to call either Barbara or myself at 631-874-

4928.  You can also email us at 

the3kisses@optonline.net 

 

Larry Kiss 
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Gone With the Wind 
by Jim Garrison 

 Every so often, I drive past the remains of the 

old Checker plant here in Kalamazoo.  Over the last 

seven years it has been in various stages of demolition, 

but now, there is very little that remains.   

 All of the buildings are gone, the debris has 

been removed, the press pits and all other holes have 

been filled in.  It is 100 flat acres of asphalt, cement, 

and gravel.  The old test track is reverting back to na-

ture with trees, scrub and wildlife.   

 Along with the question of what this property 

will someday become, it carries the proud heritage of 

what it once was.   

Former site of the CMC Office Building   

Former site of Plant 1 and Plant 2 

Former site of Plant 3  

The electrical station that fed Checker is dismantled  

Plant 1, where it all started  

Above photos by Jim Garrison, 2016 

 

Here’s a reminder of what the plant used to look like: 

 

Below and facing page photos by the editor, 2008 
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Views from the parking lot on N. Pitcher Street 

 

 

 

Dealership / Cab Service Building 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Markin Family collection 
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YPSILANTI 2016 from Byron Babbich 
 Four Checkers at the show today.   

L to R: Mine, Ron Leatz, Larry and Barbara Kiss from 

NYC and Eric Laesch from Shelby Township, MI 

Photo credit: Byron Babbich 

 

DOMINO’S PIZZA 

CHECKER   from Byron Babbich 

 

 At the 2007 Ypsi Orphan Show (where Check-

ers were featured) I told you the story about Tom 

Monahan  waving down my son's Checker for a ride 

back to his car in the rain and Tom mentioning that 

Domino's Pizza used Checkers as delivery vehicles 

years ago.   Well, John Tucker Jr., whom I met the 

other day, was aware of this and pointed me to the be-

low website Pinterest where the first photograph is one 

of these delivery vehicles.   

Photo credit: Dominos Pizza 

OTHER MEMORABILIA: 
 

High quality prints of “Taxi 
Stand”, an original painting 
by club member Will Bran-
dum, are now available! 
 

The painting was featured in 
Hemmings Classic Car 
magazine last fall. 

 

Print sizes are 6x10, 9x12, 
11x14, and 16x20.  Prices 
range from $28 to $72 before 
any discounts. 

 

Go to www.etsy.com/shop/
BrandumConcepts for more 
details.  Checker club mem-
bers get 10% off! Use code 
CHECKER10 at checkout. 

 

“Taxi Stand” is also available on shirts, mugs, and other products 
via the Brandum Concepts shops on websites Society6, CafePress, 
and Zazzle.  Brandum Concepts is also on Facebook or you can 
contact Will directly at surgecab22@aol.com or leave a message at 
931-802-8541 

 

 

 

Soft cover Checker children's 
book targeted towards third 
grade readers. $7 includes 
postage. Contact Tim & Zan 
Bower, 2346 S 350 E, War-
saw, IN, 46580 or email Zan 
at zgbower@hotmail.com 

 

CARS WANTED: 
 

WANTED: Desoto Sky Cab - Please contact Stan Ericksen @ 

281-362-7411 or sericksen!@Comcast.net OR Ron Stein @ 713-

299-2439 or ronstein56@aol.com  

 

WANTED: Pre-1968 Short windshield wagon - has drip rail 

above windshield.  Restored-Restorable-Driver-Etc Contact Bill 

Hossfield @ 975-853-9053 or email checkerthree@yahoo.com 
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PARTS FOR SALE: 

Checker Roof Decal Set  -  Newest improved design, fully tested.  

Fits 1956 thru 1982 A-9, A-10, A-11, A-12 and all "E" Models.  

$125 shipping.  Phone 818-999-1485 or email 

sales@checkerparts.com 

Hubcaps  -  4 late model Checker Marathon hub cabs. Phone 602-

793-1763 or email con2010ny@yahoo.com  

 

Assorted  -  RF and RR doors, V8 engine , transmission and differ-

ential from 1967, complete disc brake changeover, wheels, grilles, 

Aero Bus rear fenders, and front suspension,  bumpers, glass, fuel 

tank. All parts inside, in Alabama. 256-390-4720. Valet Cleaners. 

 

Assorted  -  My Checker Parts Catalog, 156 copied photos, 3,643 

parts listed, priced, inventoried in Boxex #1 to #72, a 92 page book, 

large items, need pickup fenders, doors, #A ti #X, sample Checker 

Catalog Contents, 1979, $40 postage paid. 13 page list. Checker 

Catalogs, Manuals, Misc., order contents of your choice, $10 pp. 

Will make copies wiring information from the publications. 

Checker Groups 1957 A8, 1961 A9, 63 A11L, 64, 66, 67, 71, 72, 73, 

74, 77, 79, 81. Book 1 Contents only 162 pages 5x8, $15 pp Book 2 

Contents only, 162 pages 5x8, $15 pp.  60 years Collecting and re-

search. Snail mail, please. Thomas Gendreau, 910 Minnesota 

Street, Shakopee, MN, 55379 Phone 952-445-6776 

 

PARTS WANTED: 
Sway Bar Bushings Wanted  -  we are restoring a 1978 Checker 

Marathon in the UK and need Sway Bar Bushings.  Contact Rich-

ard at richard@thecourtjester.co.uk 

 

Interior Door Panel Wanted  -  Looking for  interior door panel in 

dark brown vinyl with wood grain trim for driver's door. Don't care 

about condition of hardboard but vinyl needs to be in good condi-

tion. Please call evenings after 6:00 PM eastern time.  Randy 

@ 810-841-2560 or email atkinrandall@yahoo.com 

 

CLUB MEMORABILIA: 
 Club logo belt buckles $8.00, Logo patches $2.50, Window decals 
$1.50.  All shipped First Class, Postpaid. Contact Don McHenry, 
469 Tremaine Ave., Kenmore, NY, 14217-2537 
 

Club Logo License Plate - $15 + $2.50 shipping.  Contact Ron 
Leatz,  402 Main Street, Dowagaic, MI, 49047-1709 

rrlfire@aol.com 

 

RENTALS : 
Worldwide Checker Rentals  -  Worldwide Checker rentals for the 

movie industry, television industry, and promotional projects.  30 

years experience.  References available.  Email Joe at 

sales@checkerparts.com, visit  www.checkerparts.com or phone 818-

999-1485  

 

THECHECKERGUY.COM  -  NYC area Checker Taxi and vin-

tage car rentals for film, TV, events, weddings, etc.  Check our site: 

www.checkerguy.com or call 646-284-1939 or email check-

guy78@yahoo.com  

 

Film Cars and Vintage Checker Taxicabs  -  Commercial Rentals 

and Weddings a specialty in the general NYC region.  Visit 

www.filmcars.com for photos.  Classic Checker taxicabs as well as 

vintage automobiles from the 1920's thru the 1970's.  Phone Peter at 

718-748-6707 or email at peter@filmcars.com 

 

CARS FOR SALE: 
1980 Checker Marathon - new black paint, new vinyl roof, new 

fenders, new velour trim, new chrome, V-6, auto.  Asking $12,500.  

Contact John at 269-744-0854 or email sfinch0644@yahoo.com 

 

1962 Checker Superba  -  4-door sedan, project or parts car. 240,000, 

engine rebuilt at 125,000. Single owner, daily driver until September 

2013. New tires. Mechanicals good, cosmetics fair-poor, front-end 

damage from a low-speed collision. Original front seats were re-

moved, but are included at no extra cost. Shop service manual in-

cluded. Location: Rockport, Mass. $1500. E-mail: 

vtsinger@vermontet.net or phone Alice at 802-436-3033. Photos 

available on request.  

 

1971 Checker Sedan - VIN A12-3891-1201A. Jump seats, 350 CID 

engine, new battery, new tires, body in great condition, good paint - 

some small rust spots.  Interior is black and in good shape.  Located 

in Denver, Colorado metro area. $6,500  Phone number: 303-422-

2865, please leave message or email mikenemily@comcast.net 

 

1977 A12 Marathon  - $3500, Almond color, very little rust, 

in Beaverton, Oregon. Needs tune-up and steering pump. Estimated 

234,000 miles. Passenger seat torn, windshield has white tinge 

around perimeter, gas gauge inaccurate, needs refinishing around 

hardtop welds. Pretty good shape for 38 years old. 

email: checker@mcandrews.biz 

1969 Checker Medicar, light blue, very good condition, 23,000 ac-

tual miles, 350 engine, 3 speed manual column shift, new tires, air 

conditioning, working siren.  One of the few remaining out of 100 

produced.  $20K.  Indiana.  Contact Jim Hope at 765-345-2144   

1967 A-12 - painted yellow to look like a Taxi. 327 Chevrolet engine, 

350 Powerglide  transmission. Unknown mileage. Pictures available. 

Asking $6000 Stan Ericksen - sericks1@comcast.net or 281-362-7411 

- The Woodlands, TX (30 miles North of Houston)  

 

AD GUIDELINES: 
Ads are free to club members.  Please keep to reasonable length; ex-
cessively long ads may be edited.  Ads will also be placed on the club 
web site.  To place an ad in print, contact the editor (see inside front 
cover), either by USPS mail or email. 

 

New weather strip, windshields, 

gauges, front end parts, fenders, decals, 

lenses, gas tanks, more.  We have a 

Checker only wrecking yard.  Visit us 

at  www.checkerparts.com  

 Or phone Joe at: 818- 999-1485 
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WINTERIZING A CHECKER 

 Now that we're into November, it's likely that you will be putting away your Checker until Spring 2017.  

Here are suggestions that were posted by various club members on the Checker World Facebook page: 

 George Laszlo To start things off, I will mention the Sta-Bil products of the Gold Eagle company.  I use 

Sta-Bil every time I fill up with gas since it helps prevent the damage that ethanol and unleaded fuel can cause the 

engine.  The effects are noticeable.  For example, without Sta-Bil the engine knocks and has run-on when you try 

to turn it off.  With Sta-Bil it runs like a charm.  The company also makes a Storage version of the product which 

allows you to put the car away without draining the fuel.  There are Sta-Bil products for diesel engines too!  

 Edward Fox Last year I got burned by thinking I was going to have one last ride, so I didn't do anything.  

This year, I will jack her up and put jack stands under the frame to give the tires a break.  I suppose some Sta-bil 

too.  I added a battery disconnect switch already, so that ought to do the trick.  

 Steve Contarino 1) Bring tire pressure to 50 lbs 

2) Put in fuel stabilizer and run the car at least 15 minutes to get it into the carb and fuel lines. 

3) Always put a float charger on the battery. 

4) If there are a chance there is mice: put steel wool in the tail pipe. Also either moth balls or some kind of deter-

rent in the interior. 

5) If you can afford Slick 50 add that to the oil and run it for 15 minutes.  

 Steve Contarino A battery disconnect is not the proper way to obtain maximum life out of a battery.  Even 

a disconnected battery will loose amps and discharge.  Remember: an alternator is not a battery charger.  It is only 

designed to put back a reasonable amount of amps.  A float charger will charge a battery to 100% and extend the 

life of a battery for many years.  

 John Weinhoeft On a Checker, the other thing I would do is close the driver's side air vent and the passen-

ger side heater vent.  Otherwise mice could get through the grill and air hoses.  And over the winter I keep the 

Checker, the VW and the camper batteries all on float chargers.  If you don't want to do that, then remove the bat-

tery, place it inside on a block of wood, and fully charge it.  Ed note: I’ve picked up float chargers with permanent 

attachment hardware at my local Farm & Home Supply stores on sale for about $35. 

 James Garrison My routine is: a) stabilizer in the full fuel tank and drive for at least 15 minutes, b) put it up 

on jack stands to preserve the tires, c) put aluminum foil in the air intake and exhaust, d) moth balls inside an old 

sock in the drivers floor, rear passengers floor, and in the engine compartment, e) remove and charge the battery, f) 

cover, if you have one. Don't let anybody put anything on it while stored.  

 

Rob Sinkus In the garage sur-

rounded by mouse traps  

 

 

 Photo by the editor 


