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45º Trapezoid Strip Ruler 
Makes 6" Finished Strips or Braids

The 45º Trapezoid Strip Ruler is one of a range of Strip Rulers designed to make cutting 
half-square triangles, quarter-square triangles, 60° triangles, and 45° trapezoids from 2½" wide 
strips quick and easy. 

Use the ruler side to cut 2½" wide strips.  Then Turn-a-Round™ the ruler and line up all the 
trapezoids along the strip of fabric and cut multiple trapezoids at once. 

Cutting the Strips:

Remove the selvages from the fabric.  Fold the fabric – trimmed selvage edge to trimmed 
selvage edge.  Then fold the fabric again so that the fold is parallel to the trimmed selvage 
edges.  The fabric should now be approximately 11" wide.  Trim the raw edge of the fabric to cre-
ate a straight edge.

Place the straight side of the ruler on the fabric to cut the 2½" wide strips.
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See a demo.
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Cut along the straight and angled sides of the trapezoids. The 45º angle will be on the same end 
of each trapezoid. 

If you are making a Don Quixote block, all trapezoids of the same fabric are identical.

If you are making a braid, however, half of the trapezoids need to be mirror images. Therefore, 
place strips of fabric right sides together before cutting.

Join one light and one dark trapezoid together and press. Then add another light trapezoid to 
the light side of this section. Press. Then add a dark trapezoid to the dark side of the section. 
Repeat until the desired length is achieved.

When forming the braid, alternate rows will begin with a dark trapezoid. The others will begin 
with a light trapezoid. After the sections are joined, use a straight edge to square up each end 
of the braid.  (Option:  Two 1½" strips can be sewn together to create a 2½" strip set.  Place the 
dashed line on the ruler on the seam and cut the trapezoids.)

Two trapezoids that are mirror images can be combined with a 4½" cut square to make an 
Attic Windows block that will finish to 6".

To view a video demonstration of this ruler, visit our website at:  www.creativegridsusa.com. 
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