
Lessons 1 & 2: Original Expository Essay--Three Peter Pan Characters
Favorite Peter Pan Characters

Overview of Original Expository Essay Using 1-3-1 Approach

This week we will learn about non-persuasive essay writing (using the Sentence-by-Sentence method) with the 1-3-
1 Paragraph Essay Approach. Expository essay writing explains to the reader (or “exposes” him to information)—but
without all of the statistics and data that more research-based informative writing contains.

I. TOPIC OF ESSAY
You will be writing an Expository Essay about
three PeterPanCharacters.Youmaychooseany
three characters.
A. Peter Pan
B. Tinker Bell
C. Wendy Darling
D. Michael Darling
E. John Darling
F. George Darling
G. Mary Darling
H. Nana
I. Tiger Lily
J. Crocodile
K. Mermaids
L. The Lost Boys
M. Captain Hook
N. Mr. Smee

II. NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS IN
THE BODY OF YOUR ESSAY
All students will write 3 Paragraphs for the
Body (P’soB).

III. SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH
A. Basic students will write 5-7 sentences per
paragraph.

B. Extension students will write 6-8 sentences
per paragraph.

*Note: You may always choose to write fewer sentences per
paragraph but more total paragraphs in any CI writing as-
signment, with your teacher’s permission.

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give students (and teach-
ers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each lesson is assigned and detailed
throughout the week(s).

IV. OPENING PARAGRAPH
Students will not write anOpening Paragraph. You
will add an Opening Sentence or two at the beginning
of your essay.

V. CLOSING PARAGRAPH
Students will not write a Closing Paragraph. You will
add a closing sentence or two at the end of your essay.

VI. SOURCES
Students will not cite sources, but may use sources
to find information about their chosen qualities if
needed or desired.

VII. OPTIONAL: QUOTATIONS WITHIN YOUR
ESSAY
Students are not assigned the addition of quotes but
should consider adding quotes if they will help further
develop your essay topic. Any added quotes will not
have to be formally cited; you may just include the
author of the quote, if desired.

VIII. WRITE ON/ADDITIONAL SKILLS
Students will learn the following additional skills.
A. 1-3-1 Essay Approach (“Five Paragraph”
Approach)

B. Quotation Punctuation and Capitalization
C. Transitions
D. Thesis Statement (Without Opening Paragraph)
E. Thesis Statement “Reloaded” (Without Closing
Paragraph)

F. Opening Paragraph Types
G. Closing Paragraph Types
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Lesson A. Study Skills/Prewriting: The 1-3-1 Paragraph
Approach

There are many ways to write Expository Essays. We will learn the 1-3-1 Essay Approach this week—while writing
original paragraphs for three Peter Pan characters. We will use the one-topic-per-paragraph method.

Three Topics—One-Topic-Per-Paragraph

1. In this type, an Opening Paragraph (or opening sentence) introduces a major topic of which you will be writ-
ing about three “sub-parts” in the body of your paper. In this case, your topic will be three Peter Pan charac-
ters—and each paragraph will be about a different character.

2. This is the most simplified method because it is truly like writing three one-paragraph essays and then
putting those three together into one.

3. In this method, you do not need as much information in your head about one topic—but rather smaller
amounts of information about three topics.

However, this time, instead of writing a Five Paragraph Essay, youwill only write three paragraphs (three P’soB)—
and then you will add an Opening Sentence or two and a Closing Sentence or two.

Wewill call this the 1-3-1 EssayApproach (or the “almost” Five Paragraph Essay). You might wonder why you would
even need to learn how to write an essay that does not have a complete Opening Paragraph and a complete Clos-
ing Paragraph.

For the rest of this book, we will call all essays 1-3-1 Essays. This indicates that you could do either approach
(but you will always do whichever approach is assigned):

1. 1 Opening Sentence + 3 P’soB + 1 Closing Sentence = 1-3-1

OR

2. 1 Opening Paragraph + 3 P’soB + 1 Closing Paragraph = 1-3-1

Of course, when you domore advancedMC books, you will write even longer essays—andwewill no longer call those
Five Paragraph or 1-3-1 Essays. But you do not need to concern yourself with those yet. One step at a time—that
is how all great skills are learned!

In a nutshell, your Original 1-3-1 Expository Essay will look like this:

1---1 Opening Sentence (or two, if needed!)
3—3 Paragraphs of Body (P’soB)---one paragraph about each Peter Pan character you choose
1---1 Closing Sentence (or two, if needed!)
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<> A. Read the sample Three Peter Pan Characters’ Essay provided (Box A).

Student Sample Three Peter Pan Characters’ Essay

TThhrreeee  mmaaiinn  cchhaarraacctteerrss  iinn  PPeetteerr  PPaann aarree  WWeennddyy  DDaarrlliinngg,,  JJoohhnn  DDaarrlliinngg,,  aanndd  MMiicchhaaeell  DDaarrlliinngg,,  ssiibblliinnggss
wwhhoo  eemmbbaarrkk  oonn  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  aanndd  mmyysstteerriioouuss  aaddvveennttuurree  wwiitthh  PPeetteerr  PPaann..  WWeennddyy  MMooiirraa  AAnnggeellaa  DDaarrlliinngg,,  ffoorr  iinn--
ssttaannccee,,  iiss  aa  mmaaiinn  cchhaarraacctteerr  kknnoowwnn  aass  WWeennddyy  iinn  tthhee  ssttoorryy..  MMuucchh  ooff  tthhee  mmaaggiiccaall  eexxppeeddiittiioonn  ccoouullddnn’’tt  eexxiisstt  wwiitthh--
oouutt  hheerr..  SShhee  iiss  tthhee  eellddeesstt  ooff  tthhee  DDaarrlliinngg  cchhiillddrreenn..  SShhee  sseeiizzeess  aannyy  cchhaannccee  ttoo  aacctt  mmaattuurree,,  eexxppeecciiaallllyy  ttoo  tthhee  LLoosstt
BBooyyss,,  wwhhoo  cclleeaarrllyy  ddeedduuccee  tthhaatt  WWeennddyy  iiss  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  aanndd  mmootthheerrllyy..  AArroouunndd  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  ffaarr--ffeettcchheedd  ttaallee,,  tthheeyy
wwaanntt  ttoo  ggoo  bbaacckk  hhoommee,,  wwhhiicchh  lleeaaddss  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ccaappttuurree,,  tthhuuss  mmaakkiinngg  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ppiirraattee  bbaattttllee..  PPeetteerr  PPaann  ffaa--
vvoorrss  hheerr  oovveerr  hheerr  bbrrootthheerrss,,  wwhhiicchh  nnaattuurraallllyy  mmaakkee  TTiinnkkeerrbbeellll  jjeeaalloouuss  wwhheenn  PPeetteerr  sshhoowweedd  WWeennddyy  ssppeecciiaall  aatttteenn--
ttiioonn..  AAllll  iinn  aallll,,  WWeennddyy  DDaarrlliinngg  iiss  aa  nnoottaabbllee,,  iimmppoorrttaanntt  rroollee..

TThhee  nneexxtt  cchhaarraacctteerr  iinn  PPeetteerr  PPaann iiss  JJoohhnn  DDaarrlliinngg..  IInn  tthhee  DDiissnneeyy  mmoovviiee,,  PPeetteerr  PPaann,, hhee  iiss  eevviiddeennttllyy  ddiiss--
ttiinngguuiisshheedd  bbyy  tthhee  ttaallll,,  bbllaacckk,,  ssiiggnnaattuurree  ttoopp  hhaatt  hhee  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  aallwwaayyss  ccaarrrryyiinngg  aarroouunndd..  HHee  rreecceeiivveedd  hhiiss  nnaammee
ffrroomm  tthhee  aauutthhoorr’’ss,,  JJ..  MM..  BBaarrrriiee’’ss,,  ssoonn,,  wwhhoossee  nnaammee  wwaass  JJaacckk  LLlleewweellyynn  DDaavviieess..  HHee  iiss  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  cchhiilldd..  JJoohhnn  iiss
oofftteenn  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  ssttoorryy  eexxpplloorriinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  LLoosstt  BBooyyss..  HHee  ddiiddnn’’tt  wwiisshh  ttoo  lleeaavvee  uunnttiill  PPeetteerr  PPaann  tteellllss  hhiiss  hhoorr--
rreennddoouuss,,  eexxaaggggeerraatteedd  eexxppeerriieennccee,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  wwhheenn  JJoohhnn  ssttrriivveedd  ttoo  eessccaappee  tthhee  ttrreeeess..  TThhaatt  wwaass  wwhheenn  hhee  aanndd  tthhee  LLoosstt
BBooyyss  ggoott  ttaakkeenn  bbyy  tthhee  mmaalliicciioouuss  ppiirraatteess,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  hhooww  hhee  eennddeedd  uupp  iinn  tthheeiirr  ccaappttiivviittyy..  TThhoouugghh  JJoohhnn  iiss  nnoott
qquuiittee  aa  mmaaiinn  ppaarrtt,,  hhee  iiss  ssttiillll  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  ssttoorryy..

MMiicchhaaeell  DDaarrlliinngg  iiss  tthhee  llaasstt  DDaarrlliinngg  cchhiilldd  iinn  tthhee  ffaaiirryy  ttaallee  ooff  PPeetteerr  PPaann..  HHee  iiss  aallssoo  nnaammeedd  aafftteerr  ttwwoo  ooff
JJ..  MM..  BBaarrrriiee’’ss  ooffffsspprriinngg,,  MMiicchhaaeell  LLlleewweellyynn  DDaavviieess  aanndd  NNiicchhoollaass  LLlleewweellyynn  DDaavviieess,,  aass  MMiicchhaaeell’’ss  ffuullll  nnaammee  iiss
MMiicchhaaeell  NNiicchhoollaass  DDaarrlliinngg..  HHee  iiss  tthhee  bbaabbyy  iinn  tthhee  DDaarrlliinngg  hhoouusseehhoolldd..  BBeeccaauussee  hhee  ssttiicckkss  wwiitthh  JJoohhnn  tthhee  wwhhoollee
ssttoorryy,,  hhee  ddooeessnn’’tt  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  ttoooo  mmuucchh  eexxcciitteemmeenntt  uunnttiill  tthhee  eenndd..  MMiicchhaaeell  aallssoo  vveennttuurreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  LLoosstt  BBooyyss
aanndd,,  ooff  ccoouurrssee,,  JJoohhnn;;  lliikkeewwiissee  hhee  ggoott  ccaappttuurreedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppiirraatteess..  WWhheenn  hhee  fflleeww  bbaacckk  hhoommee  aanndd  ccoonnffrroonntteedd  hhiiss  ccoonn--
ffuusseedd  mmootthheerr,,  hhee  aallssoo  ccoonnffrroonntteedd  rreeaalliittyy,,  ffoorr  MMiicchhaaeell  hhaadd  ffoorrggootttteenn  tthhee  ootthheerr  wwoorrlldd  wwhhiillee  ddwweelllliinngg  hhaappppiillyy  iinn
wwoonnddeerrffuull  NNeevveerrllaanndd..  HHee’’ss  nnoott  ccrruucciiaall  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiirryyttaallee,,  bbuutt  hhee  hheellppss  iinn  wwrraappppiinngg  uupp  tthhee  eennddiinngg..    JJ..  MM..  BBaarrrriiee
ddiidd  aa  ggoooodd  jjoobb  ccrreeaattiinngg  tthheessee  tthhrreeee  cchhaarraacctteerrss  ttoo  hheellpp  aallll  ppeeooppllee  ggeett  ccaappttiivvaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssppeellllbbiinnddiinngg,,  mmyytthhiiccaall
ffaabbllee..

Box A

Samantha Krawczyk
Fall 2015

M.C. Class for
Mrs. Reish
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Lesson B. Research and Study Skills:  Research for Original 
Expository Essay/Design “Working” Thesis Statement  

<> B-1. Choose three of your favorite Peter Pan characters that you would like to write about 
and their names on the lines provided.

1. _____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

3. _____________________________________

A Thesis Statement is a statement declaring what your entire paper is going to be about. This is similar to when
you learned how to write the opening sentence of a paragraph—a sentence that tells what your entire paragraph
is about.

However, in the case of a Thesis Statement, you will not just write what one paragraph is about—but you will
write what the entire essay is going to be about.

For instance, if you were writing an opening sentence about one of your paragraphs about Wendy, you might
say Wendy Moira Angela Darling, for instance, is a main character known as Wendy in the story.

However, you can not use that sentence for the Thesis Statement of your entire essay because it only tells what
the one paragraph is about—the paragraph about Wendy. The Thesis Statement must tell what the entire
essay is about.

For example, Three main characters in Peter Pan are Wendy Darling, John Darling, and Michael Darling, siblings
who embark on the famous and mysterious adventure with Peter Pan.

<> B-2. Now that you have thought about your characters and possibly researched them, you 
are probably ready to write a “Working” Thesis Statement about them. Consider these 
tips when you design your Thesis Statement:

1. Write one sentence that tells the reader what your essay is about.
2. Be sure it includes all aspects of your essay.
3. Tell your reader what you plan to include in your essay (to a small extent, if desired).
4. Do not say, In this essay, you will learn about….or In this essay, I will tell you about…
5. Include all three characters in your Thesis Statement in the same order that they will appear
in the body of your essay.
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Note: If you do not feel prepared to write your “Working” Thesis Statement at this time, you may skip this 
assignment and come back to it after you complete B-3.

<> B-3. If you do not already know the three Peter Pan characters that you would like to 
write about, research online and fill in the Directed Brainstorming box provided.

Directed Brainstorming Box

___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________

Character 1 ______________

Three Characters

Character 2 ______________ Character 3 ______________

Sample “Working” Thesis Statement

TThhrreeee  mmaaiinn  cchhaarraacctteerrss  iinn  PPeetteerr  PPaann  aarree  WWeennddyy  DDaarrlliinngg,,  JJoohhnn  DDaarrlliinngg,,  aanndd  MMiicchhaaeell  DDaarrlliinngg,,
ssiibblliinnggss  wwhhoo  eemmbbaarrkk  oonn  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  aanndd  mmyysstteerriioouuss  aaddvveennttuurree  wwiitthh  PPeetteerr  PPaann..

My “Working” Thesis Statement for this essay: _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________               

__________________________________________________________________________

7



Lesson C. Optional--Write On: Quotations

Including a quote in your essay this week is optional. You will want to learn even more about quotations in order
to do this well.

<> C. Study the quotation boxes provided below, following these steps:

(1) Read the quote at the top of each one, noticing the capitalization and punctuation of it.

(2) Read the tips, one at a time, and look back in the quote to see how those tips apply to that quote.

(3) Read the Details of the Quotation Rule, also one at a time, and follow the underlining, bold 
fonting, and shading in the sample that explains the exact punctuation of that type of quote, 
speech tag placement, capitalization needed, etc.

(4) Get help from your teacher to review these, if needed.

(5) Go S-L-O-W-L-Y through each box. Circle, underline, highlight—whatever is needed to help cement 
the rules and examples given.

Rule # 1: Basic Quote With Speech Tag at the Beginning

A wise person once said, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” 
Tips:

1. Write the speech tag (showing who said the words you are quoting), then a comma, then the quote.
2. An ending period always goes inside the closing quotation mark.
3. This type of quote inclusion is best if you are just assigned the addition of a quote (no book citation in 
parentheses, etc).

Details of Quote Rule #1:

A wise person once said, "If at first you don't succeed, try, try

*said,--A comma should follow most speech tags. (Only use a colon if the speech tag is a complete sen-
tence.)
*"If—Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* —Be sure your ending period goes inside the closing quotation mark.again.”

again.”
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Rule # 2: Basic Quote With Speech Tag at the End

“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again,” said a wise person.
Tips:

1. Write the quote first, beginning with a capital letter.
2. At the end of the quote, do not put a period, but rather put a comma. (You may only have one period per 
sentence. If your quotation-with-ending-speech-tag-is a statement, you must put a comma at the end of the 
quote rather than a period since your sentence will end with a period.)

3. The comma at the end of the quotation must be inside the closing quotation mark. (Ending periods 
and commas always go inside the closing quotation mark.)

4.This type of quote inclusion is best if you are just assigned a quote (no parenthetical book citation in paren-
theses, etc.).

5. Put a period at the end of the entire sentence.

Details of Quote Rule # 2:

“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try said a wise person.

*"If—Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* —Be sure to end your quote with a comma when you have an ending speech tag (rather than a pe-
riod) since your complete sentence will end in a period. Also be sure that your comma is inside the closing 
quotation mark.

* said a wise person. –A speech tag found at the end of the quote begins with a lower case letter (unless the 
first word of it is a proper noun). The entire sentence ends with a period since the sentence itself is a state-
ment.

again,”

again,”

Rule # 3: Question Quote With Speech Tag at the Beginning

Charlie Brown asked, “Where have I gone wrong?”
Tips:

1. Write your speech tag just like you do in any quote with a beginning speech tag.
2. Follow the speech tag with a comma, just like always.
3. Begin the quote with a capital letter, just like always.
4. Put the question mark inside the closing quotation mark since the question mark itself is part of the 
quote. Question marks and exclamation points go inside the closing quotation mark when they are
part of the quoted material.

Details of Quote Rule # 3:

Charlie Brown asked, “Where have I gone

*, “Where—Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* —A question mark or exclamation point goes inside the closing quotation mark if it is part of the 
quote itself, such as a question or exclamatory sentence that is a quote.

* asked, – A comma should follow most beginning speech tags. (Only use a colon if the speech tag is a com-
plete sentence.)

wrong?”

wrong?”
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Rule # 5: Exclamatory Quote With Speech Tag at the Beginning

He exclaimed, “Watch out!”
Tips:

1. Write your speech tag just like you do in any quote with a beginning speech tag.
2. Follow the speech tag with a comma, just like always.
3. Begin the quote with a capital letter, just like always.
4. Put the exclamation point inside the closing quotation mark since the exclamation point itself is 
part of the quote. Question marks and exclamation points go inside the closing quotation mark when 
they are part of the quoted material.

Details of Quote Rule # 5:

He exclaimed, “Watch

*, “Watch—Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* --A question mark or exclamation point goes inside the closing quotation mark if it is part of the quote 
itself, such as a question or exclamatory sentence.

* exclaimed, – A comma should follow most beginning speech tags. (Only use a colon if the speech tag is a 
complete sentence.)

out!”

out!”

Rule # 4: Question Quote With Speech Tag at the End

“Where have I gone wrong?” asked Charlie Brown.
Tips:

1. Start your quote with a capital letter (assuming it is a complete sentence).
2. Put your question mark inside your closing quotation mark if the question mark is part of the quote.
Question marks and exclamation points go inside the closing quotation mark when they are part of the 
quoted material.

3. Begin the speech tag with a lower case letter (asked Charlie Brown ) unless your speech tag starts with 
a proper noun (Charlie Brown): “Where have I gone wrong?” harlie Brown asked. 

4. End the entire sentence (following the speech tag) with a period.

Details of Quote Rule # 4:

“Where have I gone asked Charlie Brown.

*“Where—Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* —A question mark or exclamation point goes inside the closing quotation mark if it is part of the 
quote itself, such as a question or exclamatory sentence that is a quote.

* Charlie Brown.—Place a period at the end of the entire sentence. This is the punctuation for the whole sen-
tence.

Note: If speech tag at the end does not begin with a proper noun, do not capitalize the first word of it:

“Where have I gone wrong?” he asked. Or “Where have I gone wrong?” asked Charlie Brown. Or         
“Where have I gone wrong?” Charlie Brown asked.

C

wrong?”

wrong?”
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Rule # 6: Exclamatory Quote With Speech Tag at the End

“Watch out!” he exclaimed.
Tips:

1. Write your quote beginning with a capital letter just like always.
2. Put the exclamation point inside the closing quotation mark since the exclamation point itself is 
part of the quote. Question marks and exclamation points go inside the quotation mark when they 
are part of the quoted material.

3. Begin the speech tag with a lower case letter (unless its first word is a proper noun).
4. Follow the entire sentence (after the speech tag) with a period.

Details of Quote Rule # 6:

“Watch he exclaimed.

* “Watch—Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* --A question mark or exclamation point goes inside the closing quotation mark if it is part of the quote 
itself, such as a question or exclamatory sentence.

* exclaimed. – A period should follow the entire sentence.

out!”

out!”
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Lesson D. Study Skills and Prewriting: Outline Original 
Paragraphs

<> D. Outline each paragraph of your three Peter Pan characters essay on the outlining lines 
provided, following these tips:
(1) Review the list of the three characters that you put in your Brainstorming Box earlier that you 

might want to include in your essay.
(2) Add to it as you think of more ideas--or do more research as needed.
(3) “Work” in your Brainstorming Box by doing the following:

a. Review it and add to it as you think of more ideas.
b. Mark through anything you do not want to include in your essay.
c. Number the ideas you have in the order that you think you would like to include them in your 
paragraph. 

(4) Outline your essay one paragraph at a time in a Sentence-by-Sentence (S-by-S) manner. 
You may use complete sentences, statements, or key words for each sentence.

(5) You may or may not use all of the outlining lines provided.
(6) Somewhere in your first sentence or two, you need to transition into your paragraph--a 

sentence or two that does all of the following:
a. Transitions from the previous paragraph into this one
b. Introduces the next character
c. “LINKS” that character with the thesis.

Note: This is why the first two outlining lines for each paragraph have the words 
LINK/Transition provided--to remind you to include that LINK/Transition.

All--Paragraph A of Body
Topic of PoB-A--First Character: __________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SS-8__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All--Paragraph B of Body
Topic of PoB-B--Second Character: ______________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All--Paragraph C of Body
Topic of PoB-C--Third Character: ________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SS-5__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

+ Eighty percent of the time the paragraph’s topic sentence (or LINK) falls within the first two sentences of a paragraph.

Lesson E. Sentence Structure/Advanced Checklist Challenge:
Series of Three or More

One tip that any writing teacher will give you is not to be redundant. Don’t use the same word over and over
again. Use synonyms. Use a thesaurus. While this is true, the great irony is that many of the greatest writers and
speakers broke this rule for some of their best lines.  

Look at the following list of great “series of three” sentences.

We pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. 
The government of the people, by the people, and for the people shall not perish from the earth. 
Never before in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many, to so few.
Cancer can take away all of my physical abilities. It cannot touch my mind, it cannot touch my heart, 
and it cannot touch my soul.

Add one set of repeating words or phrases (or more than one, according to your level). If you have already 
done this, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the rpeating words or phrases in your paper 
as directed by your teacher.

Example: 
• The spider sought its prey, captured its prey, and ate its prey.
• The sneaky spider sought its victim. The sneaky spider captured its prey. The sneaky spider ate its dinner.

All
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All of those are powerful. Why is it alright to repeat a word in some cases and not in others? The answer lies
in the purpose behind using the word.

Every time you use a word repeatedly, the reader’s attention is drawn to that word. This can be a good thing
or a bad thing. 

If a word is used over and over again just because the writer can’t think of another word (or is too lazy to get out
the thesaurus), the reader will be distracted. Rather than focusing on the message, the reader keeps going back
to that word repeated randomly for no apparent reason. 

However, if you repeat an important word on purpose, people will notice and realize that is an important
word. This is great because you want to call attention to the most important parts of what you write; this tech-
nique is a great way to do it. 

When you use a repeating word or phrase in a list, it adds rhythm to your writing. Many times using re-
peating words will highlight the words in the list that are different.

Use repeating words sparingly. There are many ways to highlight important information in your writing, and re-
peating words are not subtle. They are the writing equivalent of standing on the table and shouting. Make
sure your point is important enough to really highlight. If you use repeating words during a contest essay,
only use the technique once.  

<> E. On the lines provided, write ten sentences using repeating words and/or phrases.  

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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7. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

8. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

9. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

10. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson F. Composition: Writing Original Expository Essay
<> F. Follow these steps to write your essay.

(1) Read your original “Working” Thesis Statement to remind you of what your entire essay needs to
be about. (If, after researching and outlining, you do not feel that your Thesis Statement is repre-
sentative of your topic, feel free to tweak it.)

(2) Read the topic of your first Paragraph of the Body and the sentence notes beneath it.

(3) Add any notes to this paragraph that you desire—or mark through things that you do not want or 
renumber the sentence lines if you want your information in a different order.

Note About Thesis Statement: You will be writing an Opening Sentence later. You do not    
need to include the Thesis Statement in your essay yet. You will tweak the rough Thesis 
Statement you wrote earlier and include it in the Opening Sentence of your essay (at the 
time of that writing). For now, you will just write the three paragraphs of the Body (P’soB) of 
your essay--as though the LINK has already been introduced in your Opening Sentence.

(4) Write the first paragraph of the body of your essay (PoB-A) in your notebook or key it on the 
computer.

(5)  Be sure to double space (if keying) or write on every other line if writing by hand.

(6)  Continue the steps above for the rest of the essay.

Note: Be sure you write in the third person for the body. This is not a narrative, re-telling, 
story, or journal entry. Write it in the “formal” third person. Use the words people, others, 
individuals, etc., not I or you.
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Lesson G. Outline and Write Your Essay’s Opening Thesis 
Statement-Plus

You will not write an Opening Paragraph for this assignment. You will learn more about that in next week’s as-
signment. You will, instead, open your essay with your Opening Thesis Statement-Plus--the Thesis Statement
plus any other catchy one or two sentence opening you may desire. This will be attached to the beginning of PoB-
A. (See sample provided in Lesson A.)

TThhrreeee  mmaaiinn  cchhaarraacctteerrss  iinn  PPeetteerr  PPaann aarree  WWeennddyy  DDaarrlliinngg,,  JJoohhnn  DDaarrlliinngg,,  aanndd  MMiicchhaaeell  DDaarrlliinngg,,              
ssiibblliinnggss  wwhhoo  eemmbbaarrkk  oonn  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  aanndd  mmyysstteerriioouuss  aaddvveennttuurree  wwiitthh  PPeetteerr  PPaann..

<> G-1. Outline your Opening Thesis Statement-Plus (to be attached to the first PoB of your 
essay) on the line provided: 
                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                        

<> G-2. Write your Opening Thesis Statement-Plus (to be attached to the first PoB of your essay) 
on the lines provided.

                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Lesson H. Outline and Write Closing Sentence
<> H-1. Read the Thesis Statement “Reloaded” provided below.

JJ..  MM..  BBaarrrriiee  ddiidd  aa  ggoooodd  jjoobb  ccrreeaattiinngg  tthheessee  tthhrreeee  cchhaarraacctteerrss  ttoo  hheellpp  aallll  ppeeooppllee  ggeett  ccaappttii--          
vvaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssppeellllbbiinnddiinngg,,  mmyytthhiiccaall  ffaabbllee..
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For this essay, you will simply write a closing sentence, rather than an entire Closing Paragraph. You will do this
in a similar manner to how you did your Opening Thesis Statement-Plus. Regardless of the exact type of clos-
ing sentence(s) you use, you will want to restate your Thesis Statement in the same order as the three charac-
ter appeared in your essay. This will be attached to the end of PoB-C. 

<> H-2.  Outline your closing sentence or sentences (to be attached to the last PoB of your 
essay) on the line provided:

                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                        

<> H-3. Write your closing sentence or sentences (to be attached to the last PoB of your essay) 
on the lines provided.
                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Lesson I. Composition and Editing: Edit and Revise Using the
Checklist Challenge

<> I. Use the Checklist Challenge located after this week’s lesson to edit your essay.
(1) Complete each revision for each paragraph, as indicated. 
(2) Insert revisions with pen or pencil into your rough draft paper.
(3) Highlight (or code) each revision on your rough draft paper as suggested in the Appendix or as

directed by your teacher.
(4) Check off (or code) each item’s check box on the Checklist Challenge for this week.

Note: If you are not familiar with CI’s Checklist Challenge, and you feel that you need 
more help on it than this upper level book provides, you may desire to secure a first 
semester MC book for levels four through nine or the Character Quality Language Arts 
Teacher’s Guide--all of which contain detailed lessons on the How To’s of the Checklist 
Challenge. Also, see the Checklist Challenge Coding box provided.

Note: Notice that after several tasks of the Checklist Challenge, the items start to contain 
words like “If you have already done this, highlight the word or sentence in your paper 
and highlight the check box(es) as directed by your teacher.” When you start to see 
these words, you may just locate the items in your paper and code them for your teacher 
rather than adding more of them. Be sure you code the items in your paper and in the 
task check boxes of the CC Chart.

18




