
 

 

 

 

Chapter 1 
 

 

Classic Tale--Beauty and the Beast 
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It had been one of the coldest days the 

countryside had ever experienced. As the daylight 

faded, an elderly beggar knocked at the gate of a 

young prince’s castle. The prince, who happened to 

be passing through the courtyard, decided to answer 

the knock himself. When he saw who it was, he 

immediately started to turn away. Before he could, 

however, the old lady pulled him back with a 

surprisingly strong arm. “Now just one moment,” she 

declared, “at least listen to what I have to offer.”  

 

 

“What could you possibly give to me?” the 

young man rudely replied.“ 

 

 

“A rose,” she said, pulling out from under her 

cloak what had to be the most beautiful rose in the 

world. “I will give you this, if you allow me to take 

shelter in your castle for just one night.” 
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“Pah!” he spat, as he yanked the flower out of 

her hand and gazed it. Then, he threw it on the 

ground. “Is that all you have to offer me? How dare 

you take up my precious time with that! Why, I ought 

to—“ 

 

 

He never finished that sentence, for right before 

his eyes, the peasant woman had disappeared. In her 

place, blazing with light, was a beautiful, powerful 

enchantress. Jumping back, he stared at her in shock. 

“You have just proven to me the depth of your 

arrogance,” she proclaimed. “Therefore, hear your 

punishment. From now on, you will be a Beast!” 

 

 

As she said these words, the prince transformed 

into a hideous monster. He stared down at himself in 

horror and despair as the magician continued, “Now, 

listen to the rest of what I have to say. I will give you 

two precious gifts. First, you will find in your castle a 

mirror, but it is no ordinary looking glass. Through it 
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you will be able to view the events of the world even in 

your isolation. Secondly, and much more importantly, I 

give you the rose that you refused. This rose’s last 

petal will fall on your twenty-first birthday. At that time, 

if you have not learned to love another and earn her 

love in return, you will be doomed to remain a beast 

forever.” 

 

 

Seconds later, the enchantress was gone, and 

the prince was left all alone in his castle. Yet even it 

had been transformed from a beautiful structure to a 

terrifying, dark ruin. As he realized what had just 

happened, he let out a cry of despair. In his new form, 

however, it sounded instead like the roar of a lion in 

agony.  

 

 

Years later, in a village not far from the 

enchanted castle, there lived a bookbinder named 

Maurice. The townsfolk thought he was crazy for his 

obsession with books, but he did not care. He had two 

things that he loved far more than the approval of his 
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neighbors. One of them was of course his books, but 

the other was his beautiful daughter Belle. The 

villagers’ opinion about her was exactly the same as 

the one they held about her father. They found her 

obsession with books odd, and so they usually 

avoided her. 

 

One of the few villagers who did not avoid Belle 

was Henri. He was admired by all the townsfolk for his 

strength and hunting ability. He also loved Belle for 

her beauty and had proposed to her several times. 

However, she had refused him. She recognized that 

he was extremely vain and cared more about himself 

than her.  

 

 

One day, Maurice decided to present his newest 

books at a fair in another town. So, he hooked up his 

horse Phillipe to his wagon, loaded his books onto it, 

and set off. His path, which took him through a dense 

forest, was normally easy to follow. However, on this 

day, a thick fog surrounded him. Before he knew it, he 

was lost. As he wandered through the woods, he was 
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suddenly attacked by a pack of wolves. Maurice ran 

for his life until he came upon the Beast’s castle. More 

fearful of the wolves than what might be inside, 

Maurice ventured into the palace. 

 

 

At first, the darkened castle seemed to be 

deserted. Then, to Maurice’s amazement, he was met 

by a talking spoon. The utensil introduced himself as 

Louis, and almost immediately several other talking 

household items appeared. These included Clarence 

the chair, Mrs. Pritchard the water pitcher, and her son 

Chris the water mug. They all were quite friendly, and 

Maurice began to feel more comfortable. Then, there 

came a roar from somewhere deep within the castle. 

 

 

A few moments later, the Beast appeared at the 

end of the hallway. He spotted Maurice, and charged 

at him. The petrified inventor tried to run, but the Beast 

caught him quickly. Before he knew it, Maurice was 

imprisoned in the depths of the castle. 
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 While all this had been going on, however, 

Pierre the horse had returned home. When Belle saw 

him, she knew something terrible had happened to her 

father. So, she followed the intelligent animal as it led 

her to the Beast’s palace. Though frightened at the 

sight of the castle, Belle was determined to find her 

father. So, she went in. She was quickly met by Louis 

and led to where her father was imprisoned. When 

Belle realized the situation her father was in, she knew 

what she had to do. 

 

 

A few minutes later, the Beast came in to see 

who had entered his castle. When she saw him, Belle 

offered to take the place of her father. Maurice 

protested, but the Beast accepted Belle’s offer and the 

deal was completed. So, Maurice had no choice but to 

leave the castle and return to town. When he got 

there, he tried to convince the villagers to help him 

save Belle. No one believed him or wanted to help 

him, though, since they all thought he was crazy. 
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 That night, the Beast invited Belle to dinner with 

him, but she refused since he was her captor. So, the 

Beast ordered his servants not to feed her and went to 

pout in his room. However, Louis offered her a meal, 

and then he and Clarence showed her around the 

castle. Belle was amazed at the finery of the castle, 

but she was curious about the West Wing. Louis and 

Clarence told her not to enter it, but she disobeyed 

them and went in. The door creaked open, but at first 

nothing seemed any different. Then, she crossed 

paths with the Beast. 

 

 

 Frustrated about not being able to break the 

spell, the Beast roared. This scared Belle so badly that 

she ran out of the castle and into the forest. Here, she 

was ambushed by a pack of wolves, but the Beast 

fought off the wolves. The Beast was injured doing 

this, so Belle tended to his wounds out of gratitude. 

During this time, the Beast began to fall in love with 

Belle. Once he was better, he revealed his huge 

library to her. Belle was of course delighted since she 
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loved books. 

 

 As the Beast softened toward her, Belle told him 

she missed her father. So, he used his magic mirror to 

let her see him. The looking glass revealed that 

Maurice was dying on his journey back to the castle. 

So, the Beast agreed to let Belle go help her father, 

and he gave her his magic mirror. Belle was then able 

to find Maurice and help him back to the village. 

 

 

 However, Henri, angry at being rejected by 

Belle, had secretly plotted against her. He had paid 

the director of the insane asylum to lock Maurice up if 

Belle rejected his proposal. So, when Belle and her 

father returned, Henri asked Belle to marry him. When 

she rejected him, he seized Maurice and began 

dragging him to the asylum. Quickly, Belle showed the 

villagers the Beast using the magic mirror. They 

believed her, and it appeared that all would be well. 

 

 Henri, though, was furious as he realized that 

Belle loved the Beast. So, he convinced the townsfolk 



 

11 
 

that the Beast ate people and that they needed to kill 

him. Henri then had the villagers arm themselves and 

led them off to the castle. Before he left, however, he 

made sure to have Maurice and Belle imprisoned. He 

wanted to make sure they had no chance to interfere. 

 

 

  


