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How Do I Prepare My Child to Read? 
 

 

WAIT for Readiness 

  (1) Better Late Than Early and Home Grown Kids by Dr. 
Raymond Moore 

(2) What is readiness? 
a. Catches on to learning sounds easily 
b. Can blend sounds 
c. Can remember and recognize families 
d. Knows parts of the body 
e. Can repeat a sentence of six to eight words 
f. Can write his/her own name 
g. When you start teaching him, you move along at a 

fairly good pace without a tremendous amount of 
frustration 

h. Has a good “pre-reading” background  

 

(1) Interaction with adults 
(2) Much book handling by the child 
(3) Print abounding and interest in print 
(4) Audios and books used 
(5) Memorization takes place 
(6) Interest in writing words and various 

“language experience activities” 
(7) Lots of experience related to literacy and 

books 
(8) Self-regulated behavior and risk taking in 

learning 
(9) Read to often 

Background of experience is rich 

(1) Constant contact with print 
(2) Thinking sills developed 
(3) Comprehension developed 
(4) Expanded vocabulary 
(5) Enunciation and pronunciation are 

easily corrected naturally 
(6) A love of reading is instilled in the 

child 
(7) Need for reading is felt 
(8) Recognizes and has experience with 

sentence patterns 
(9) Letters and sounds are learned 

naturally 
Learns informally things that other 
students take a year or more to learn 
in preschool, kindergarten, and even 
first grade 

Create a Natural Reader’s 
Environment in Your Home What Happens in a Natural Reader’s 

Environment? 

(10) 

(10) 
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Tips for Teaching ABC’s and SOUNDS 
 

1. Do not put pressure on to write or color 

2. Teach informally all the time 

3. Sing alphabet song and other sound songs 

4. Use video and interactive activities that make learning sounds and 

letters fun and easy 

5. Use repetition! 

6. Use ABC’s on paper or poster as you sing the song so the 

verbal/picture connection is made of the letters 

7. Use clear fonts for teaching letters (beware of cutsie fonts) 

8. Call them upper case and lower case; capital and little; big and little interchangeably 

9. Use capital and lower case for letter recognition 

10. Use simple clue words for each sound (i.e. not dirigible!) 

11. Don’t push learning letters and/or sounds if child doesn’t seem ready 

12. Use signs and things all around (again without pressure 

13. Be careful not to push too much 

14. Consider letter of the week-but needs to be reinforced constantly 

15. Use tactile things such as foam ABC puzzles, sandpaper letters, etc., for ABC recognition 

16. When working on beginning consonant sounds, be sure that you do not use unusual sounds (arrow) 

or blends (br) 

17. Do not move to middle sounds or end sounds while teaching letters and sounds 

18. Be careful of starting a reading program that teaches beginning sounds, middle sounds, and ending 

sounds all at once! 

19. Use Boogie Board for fun letter practice 

20. Be sure worksheet pages and pictures are clear (i.e. ax doesn’t just look like a stick or bear isn’t 

dressed such that it could be a dog or cat standing up) and not vague (preferably nouns-not a person 

talking for TALK…but a toy-a clear, non-vague noun) 

 

 


