
Dear Steve Sir, 

 

In the past few weeks I've been thinking more and more about camp, and the more I think, the more I 

realize how profound of an effect it has had on me. As a Letterman, camp provided me with a safe place 

for failure, something which is not easily found elsewhere. I appreciate the fact that I had the 

opportunity to fail in an environment like camp before being exposed to other (more stressful) sources 

of failure. Also, being able to open up to people at camp has helped me form tighter bonds with my 

friends back home, simply because I am more comfortable talking to people. Camp allowed me to find, 

express, and develop my personality in a community where all personalities are accepted. Without such 

a privilege, I do not think I would be the slightly satirical and inquisitive human being I am today. 

 

The last year of the Senior Camper Program took me a bit by surprise (and I presume that was the 

point). At some point during that weekend trip to West Texas, most likely during the mission statement 

writing, while I was thinking about who I wanted to be, I remember think about what I wanted to do. 

Even though we were given instructions to write about who we wanted to be and not what we wanted 

to do, I came to the conclusion that I wanted to be really good at whatever I am to do with my life. Since 

then, this has been a huge source of inspiration, and it will continue to be for the future. 

 

Even though I don't get to practice many of the skills were taught to me in the Senior Camper Program, 

when I think about it, I see some of them emerging in my day to day life. I find that my speaking skills 

have improved, even when talking casually with friends around the lunch table. When discussing more 

"debatable" topics, I find I am able to express my opinion more clearly and guide the conversation with 

my input. I am more comfortable talking to teachers or people in other positions of authority (or anyone 

else really), as I am more aware of how my body language influences my speaking. I can only see these 

skills becoming more and more useful down the road. 

 

All in all, I just wanted to thank you for the profound experience that camp has had on me. I am 

immensely thankful of the second family that camp is, and hope that the experiences I garnered at camp 

continue to affect me as I move through my life. Every time I think back to my experiences with camp, I 

see how profoundly the person I am today was shaped by the experiences I had at there, even though I 

definitely didn't realize it at the time. 

Sincerely, 

 


