
Dear Camp Champions, 

Even though I’ve only been here for two summers, my time at camp has taught me more than I ever 

thought there was to know. My first summer at camp started out where I couldn’t wait to go home. The 

heat was unbearable, and my only friend was my fan. As the first week drew to a close, I had made a 

couple of friends, gotten over the homesickness and heat, and started getting into the routine of camp. 

The second week started to get fun. I tried lots of new activities and did things I thought I never would. 

By the time the third week rolled around, I was dreading going home. In just three weeks at camp, I had 

made some of the best friends I will ever have. I never wanted to go home. 

Just in that first year, I learned a lot about the “four R’s.” Respect, Responsibility, Reaching Out, and 

taking Reasonable Risks. Responsibility was the most prominent in the first couple of days, getting used 

to the routine of camp. It was a big change for me going from where I just had to remember my phone 

charger, to trying to remember everything I needed that day for activities and stuff. This was a pre-test 

of what I needed for school going into the 8th grade. 

Reaching out was also very important in that first week. I had to make friends, otherwise camp would be 

dreadful. I ended up making friends, and my homesickness dissolved. I started to have the time of my 

life. Back home, I was at the top of the totem pole in my school. This year, a lot of 8th graders were mean 

to the incoming 6th graders, but I chose to show the new students around, and try to make them feel 

safe. 

Respect is a very important part of camp. You have to respect your peers, counselors, and more 

importantly, their stuff. Throughout my 3 weeks of camp, I grew to respect my friends and counselors 

and take care of the equipment I was using. This helped me back home when I started school to make a 

good first impression. 

Sincerely, 

 


