
Sermon Discussion Questions – March 19, 2023 
Persecution Has Its Purposes - Matthew 10:16-33 

 
Warm-Up – Who is one of your favorite super-heroes from comics or movies? 
 
Point One:  What is Jesus Promising 

1. Jesus said persecution will come to his followers, from within the “church”, from 
governors and kings, even from close friends and family (10:16-18, 21). It can come 
verbally, socially, and/or physically. Have you ever faced persecution? If so, from whom? 
How did it happen? For what reason(s)?   

2. Some people say we are living in a “post-Christian” society. What do you think that 
means? If this is so, what are the implications of this for believers in the workplace, 
neighborhood, and even in churches? 

3. Mark quoted 10:24,25 (“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his 
master”) and asked, “If you aren’t facing opposition, what might that be saying?” 

4. Jesus says we will be like sheep in the midst of wolves (10:16). Why do you think being a 
disciple of Jesus engenders such hostility (10:22)? 

 
Point Two:  How does Jesus want us to respond to persecution? 

5. Jesus describes our response to persecution is to be as wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves. What does that look like? Take a moment and read the beatitudes together 
(Matthew 5:3-11). How do these statements reflect someone both wise and innocent?  

6. What encouragement do you find in Jesus’ promise in 10:19-20? Describe the role the 
Holy Spirit has supporting someone facing persecution. 

 
Point Three:  How do we actually do what Jesus tells us to do? 

7. Jesus says, “Have no fear of them” and “Do not fear”. On what basis does he make these 
exhortations (10:26-30)? And what difference does this make? 

8. When facing persecution, what difference does it make that Jesus Christ is risen from the 
dead and has conquered death (see 1 Corinthians 15:56-58)? 

 
 
 


