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Please read the passage before engaging in the discussion.  
 
Warm up question:  In worship this week we sang the hymn “Christ be in my Waking.” What is 
your experience with using contemplative hymns in your own personal devotional life? (For a 
refresher, here it is: Christ be in My Waking)  
 

1. Since the Trinity was existing before Creation, and there is perfect relationship within 

the Trinity, then one of the fundamental aspects of reality is that it is relational in 

nature. How do you experience both the pull and the push towards and away from 

people in relationship?  

2. Chuck challenged us with the idea that we ought to learn to live close enough with 

others that we are able to be hurt, thus necessitating us to learn to forgive and to 

reconcile.  Where do we find strength to do this in this passage?  

 

Point 1 – v. 9-13 shows how we are supposed to love the repentant person who has hurt us.  

 

3. How does seeing the other person as “family” and as a “real person” enable us to love 

with “brotherly affection”? 

4. What does a love that “honors” the other look like? How do we work on trust, both as 

the forgiver and as the forgiven?  

5. Verse 11 shows us a “Godward love.” How does fearing God help us to say things that 

may not be “peace-keeping” but they are “peace-making” with the other person? Is 

there a time to say true but hard things, with the goal of restoration?  

 

Point 2 – v. 14-21 shows how we are we treat someone who is not repentant  

 

6. Verses 16-18 show us how to seek the shalom of another person. What might be 

practical things we could do to seek this shalom for them?  

7. Since v. 19 says, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord,” how does that help us 

to see the other person as just another human, and to leave the judgement to God? 

8. Chuck encouraged us to “start small” with forgiveness and tackle the easier things to 

forgive first. For personal reflection: is there someone in your mind toward whom you 

feel prompted to take small steps in extending forgiveness? 

https://www.stuarttownend.co.uk/song/christ-be-in-my-waking/

