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Intro: 

• What are some examples from your life or our world of how we are longing for justice in 
the face of injustice? 

• As Chuck introduced his sermon, he picked up on his last one by saying, “If God meant 
evil for good, then it raises the question for us whether God really cares?”  To help one 
another as we wrestle with this understandable question, how have you seen God care 
for you or others recently? 

 
1. Vengeance is God’s 

• What is your reaction when you hear God saying “Vengeance is mine, I will repay”? Is 

this good news to you? Why or why not? 

• How do you understand this in relationship to the idea that “God is love” (1 John 4:8)? 

 
2. Confidence in that vengeance frees us from inadequate responses to evil 

• One example of an inadequate response to evil that Chuck shared is “fighting fire with 

fire” – or as Paul says, repaying evil for evil. Why is this an inadequate response to evil?  

• The second example of an inadequate response was seeking vengeance—an eye for an 

eye. Why is this an inadequate response to evil?  

• Chuck argued that the desire to avenge wrongdoing ourselves is rooted in a lack of trust. 

In what area of your life (or in which particular relationship) might growing trust in God 

help you to forgive?  

 
3. Confidence in that vengeance frees us FOR redemptive responses to evil 

• Chuck summarized Miroslav Volf as saying that the practice of nonviolence requires an 

idea of divine vengeance. What’s your reaction to this argument?  

• In an increasingly secular world—and one where Christians, too, shy away from the idea 

of divine vengeance—what hope do we have for nonviolence?  

• What did you think of Chuck’s practical suggestions for working through suffering and 

forgiveness? Which of these do you want to try?  What help might you need? 

o Write down how you’ve been wronged in detail  

o Pray psalms of justice 

o Pray God’s promises of forgiveness 

 


